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PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. - 


DURING THE FOURTH SESSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH 
PARLIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
" TVESDAY, Nov. 20. 


H Maieſty v went with his uſual State to the Houſe of 3 
Lords, and being ſeated on the Throne, ſent Sir Francis 


Molyneux, Uſher of the Black Rod, to, the Houſe of Com- 

mons, to ſummon that Houſe to attend the Royal Preſence. 

As ſoon as the Commons were arrived, his Majeſty opened the 

eren with the following moſt gracious 9 from the 
hrone :z— 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 85 


The events which have taken place i in the courſe of the preſent "BA and 
the ſignal ſucceſs which, by the biting of Providence, has attended my 
arms, have been productive of the happieſt conſequences, and have efferi= 
tially promoted the proſperity and glory of our country. | 

The unexampled ſeries of our naval triumphs has received freſh ſplen- 
dour from the r thle and decifive action, in which a detachment of my 
fleet, under the command of Rear- Admiral Lord Nelſon, attacked and al- 
moſt totally deſtroyed a ſuperior force of the enemy, ſtrengthened by every 
advantage of ſituation. By this great and brilliant victory, an enterpriſe, 
of which the injuſtice, perfidy, and extravaganee had fixed the attention of 
the world, and which was peculiarly directed againſt ſome of the moſt va- 
luable intereſts of the Britiſh Empire, has, in the firſt inſtance, been turned 

to the confuſion of its authogy and the blow thus given to the power and 
influence of France has afforded an opening, which, if improved by ſuit- 
able exertions on the part of other Powers, may Re to. * ** deliver- 
ance of Europe. 
The wiſdom and maguanimity diſplayed at this conſuncture by the Em- 
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DURING THE FOURTH $PSSION OF THE EIGHTEENTH 
PARLIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


" TUESDAY, Nov. 20. 


HE Maieſty v went with his uſual State to the Houle of 
Lords, and being ſeated on the Throne, ſent Sir Francis 
Molyneux, Uſher of the Black Rod, to, the Houſe of Com- 
mons, to ſummon that Houſe to attend the Royal Preſence. 
As ſoon as the Commons were arrived, his Majeſty opened the 
| Fog nag with the following. moſt e Speech from the 
hrone— 


0 | 15 Lords and Gentlemen, 1 
4 | Theevents which have taken place i in the courſe of the preſent vals and 
the ſignal ſucceſs which, by the biting of Providence, has attended my 
; arms, have been productive of the happieſt conſequences, 1 have efferi= 
| tially promoted the proſperity and glory of our country. 

The unexampled ſeries of our naval triumphs has received freſh ſplen- 
dour from the memorable and decifive action, in which a detachment of my 
fleet, under the command of Rear- Admiral Lord Nelſon, attacked and al- 
moſt totally deſtroyed a ſaperior force of. the enemy, ſtrengthened by every 
advantage of ſituation. By this great and brilliant victory, an enterpriſe, 
of which the injuſtice, perfidy, and extravagance had fixed the attention of 
the world, and which was peculiarly directed againſt ſome of the moſt va- 
luable intereſts of the Britiſh Empire, has, in the firſt inſtance, been turned 

to the confuſion of its autheſ and the blow thus given to the power and 
influence of France has afforded an opening, which, if improved by ſuit- 
Able exertions on the part of other Powers, way Need to. Ye * _—_ 
ance of Europe. 
The wiſdom — diſplayed at this conjunRure by thi Bis," 
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peror of Ruſſia, and tie deciſion and vigour of the Ottoman Porte, have 
ſhewn that thoſe powers, are impreſſed with a juſt ſenſe of the preſent 
criſis; \ and their example, joined to the diſpoſition manifeſted almoſt uni- 
verſally in the different countries ſtroggling under the yoke of France, muſt 
be a powerful encouragement to other States, to adopt that vigorous line of 
conduct which experience has proved to be alone conſiſtent with ſecutity or 
honour. 


” 


The extent of our r preparations at home, and the aennefiratizes of * 
and ſpirit among all ranks of my ſubjects, have deterred the enemy from 
attempting to execute their vain threat of invading the coaſts of this king- 
dom. f - | 
In Ireland, the Rebellion which they had inſtigated, has been curbed 
and repreſſed—the troops which they landed for its ſupport, have been 
compelled to ſurrender; and the armaments fince deſtined for the ſame 
purpoſe, have, by the vigilance and activity of my ſquadrons, been cap- 
. tured or diſperſed, The views and principles of thoſe, who, i in concert 
with our inveterate enemy, have long planned the ſubverſion of our Con- 
ſtitution, have been fully detected and expoſed, and their treaſons made 
manifeſt to the world. Thoſe whom they had miſted or ſeduced, muſt now 
be awakened to their duty; and a juſt ſenſe of the miſeries and horrors 
— which theſe traitorous deſigns have produced, muſt impreſs on the minds 
"of all my faithful ſubje&s, the neceſſity of continuing to repel with firm- 
neſs every attack on the Laws and eſtabliſhed Government of their country, 


2 Gentlemen of the Houſe Commons. 


nder the unayoidable preſſure of protracted war, it is a great ſatisfac- 
tion to me to obſerve, that the produce of the public revenue has proved 
fully adequate to the increaſe of our permanent expenditure; that the na- 
tional credit has been maintained and improved; and that the commerce 
and induſtry of my ovens have continued to flouriſh in a _—_— hitherto 
unknown, 

The fitvation in which weare placed, unhappily renders the continuance - 
of heavy expences indiſpenſible to the public ſafety ; but the ſtate of our 
reſources, and the good ſenſe and public ſpirit which prevail through every 
part of my kingdom, will, I truſt, enable you to provide the neceſſary ſup- 

- plies without eſſential inconvenience to my people, and with as little addi- 
tion as poſſible to the permanent burdens e State. The progreſs made 
towards ſuch a ſyſtem, by the meaſures adopted in the laſt Seſſion, and the 
aid given to public credit by the plan for the Redemption of the Land-Tax, 
have been attended with the moſt beneficial effe&g, which you will, I am 

| perſuaded, omit no n io confirm and impi oe. | 


*. 7 | : | | 8 My : 
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W Lords and Gentlemen, | | 
I rely with confidence on the continuance of your exertions, to enable 
me ultimately to conduct the great conteſt in which we are engaged, to a 
ſafe and honourable concluſion. | „ 
We have ſurmounted many and great difficulties our perſeverance in 4 
juſt cauſe has been rewarded with diſtinguiſhed ſucceſs, and our preſent 
ſituation, compared with that of other countries, ſufficiently proves how 
much, in a period of general danger and calamity, the ſecurity and hap- 
pineſs of the Britiſh Nation have depended (under the bleſſing of Provi- 
dence) on its own conſtancy, its energy, and its virtue. 


After his Majeſty and the Commons had withdrawn, Lord 
Bagot, Lord Hobart, and Lord Salterſtown, took the oath 
and their ſeats in the Houſe. f ? 

The Lord Chancellor then called the attention of their lord- 
ſhips to his Majeſty's Speech from the Throne, of which he 
held in liis hand a copy, and which he read to the Houſe, It 
was alſo read by the Clerk in the uſual form. | 

Earl Darnley immediately roſe to move an Addreſs in an- 
ſwer to the King's Speech; his Lordſhip began, as is cuſtomary 
on ſuch occaſions, with expreſſing a conſciouſneſs of his own 
inadequacy to do juſtice to the ſubjects on which he had un- 
dertaken to move the Addreſs, and ſaid it was the more incum- 

bent oi: him to beg their Lordſhips indulgence, as he had not 
the apology to plead of its being the firſt time of his having 
the honour of addreſſing their Lordſhips, _ Indeed, were he 
poſſeſſed of greater requiſites for public ſpeaking than he could 
pretend to, he was well aware that nothing could add to the 
luſtre of the communication that his Majeſty had that day 
made to the Houſe in reſpect to the very brilliant and ſplendid 
Victory obtained by Lord Nelſon at the Mouth of the Nile, 
No Monarch had ever ſo glorious an opportunity of congratu- 
lating his people on the favourable proſpect of their affairs, 
The nation was emerging from her difficulties, and confidence 
was reſtored among all ranks of people. He felt the warmeſt 
confidence, therefore that with reſpect to the Addreſs which he 
ſhould propoſe, there would not be among their Lordſhips one 
diſſentient voice: indeed, without ſuch a conviction impreſſed | 

upon his mind, he would not have undertaken the taſk of thus 1 
coming forward; a taſk which, under other circumſtances, 
would be one of conſiderable difficulty, He was convinced 
that every Peer who heard him, muſt rejoice at the preſent ſi- 

tuation of the Country—its' unprecedented elevation of war- 
ke ſuccels and e proſperity; a ſituation Wore | 
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of being promulgated even to the remoteft corners of the world 
in tones of triumph and ecſtacy. Impreſſed in the moſt lively 
manner with theſe grateful conſiderations, he had the leſs dif- 
ficulty in proceeding to ſuch particular obſervations as the oc- 
caſion called for, without further general preface. It had, he 

= was aware, been ſometimes complained of, that the Addreſs 

* moved on ſuch days as the preſent, was too'cloſely an echo to 

1 his Majeſty's Speech; but on the preſent occaſion he could 
1 not, he was perſuaded, do better than follow the language of 

F bis Majeſty's Speech, as nearly as poſſible ; more eſpecially as 

3 he was conſcious it was not in the vain pomp of words to give 
additional luſtre to a victory, which ſufficiently demonſtrated 

its own glory and magnitude of importance in the eyes of all, 
Europe. Who could hear of the extraordinary heroiſm and 
virtue of our brave tars, and not have his mind filled with ad- 
miration of their courage and their patriotiſm ! He had no heſi- 
tation in ſaying that the victory of the Nile was the moſt un- 
paralleled atchievement in the annals of the Empire; and it was 
as fruitful of advantages to the country as it was pregnant with 

lory—it had changed the political atmoſphere of 'the world, 
he great and e example which this country had 
ſhewn, had taught the nations of Europe their duty, and had 
convinced them that their beſt ſecurity depended on their own 
magnanimous exertions. Accordingly it was apparent that 
there were already ſymptoms of returning vigour in the Cabi- 
nets of ſeveral of the greateſt powers of Europe, and he had no 
doubt but the ultimate effect of the victory would be, to in- 
ſpire every Government with a juſt ſenſe of what they owed. 
to themſelves and to fociety. Excluſive of that great and glo- 
rious victory, (which was enough to make Engliſhmen exult, , 
and conſider that as a proud day for their country), the other 
topics touched upon in the Speech, were matters of ſolid ſatis- 
faction to every ene of their Lordſhips, and muſt be felt with 
pride and triumph by every Britiſh ſubject. The happy and 
fortunate ſuppreffion of the Rebellion that had broken out in 


Vi i Ireland, and the defeat or diſperſion of ſuch of the enemy's 
LY. detachments as had been ſent to ſuccour and ſupport that Re- 
'S bellion, which their own machinations and intrigues had given 


riſe to, were alſo circumſtances too flattering not to be felt by 
1. their Lordſhips with the ſincereſt pleaſure, and the more fo, as 
BY they afforded additional proofs of the ſuperior {kill, gallantry,” 
bo. and firmneſs of our naval commanders, and of Britiſh ſeamen : 
not that he meant to inſinuate that praiſe was due alone to thoſe 
brave officers, who had been the happy inſtruments of our late 
brilliant ſucceſſes at ſea, as he ſincerely believed we had many 
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brave officers at home, who would have equally ſignalized 
themſelves, had they had the ſame opportunities. 

The wiſdom and magnanimity diſplayed by the Emperor of 
Ruſſia, and the vigour and firmneſs of the Ottoman Porte, 
were, he ſaid, highly important, and he congratulated the Houſe 
on the almoſt univerſal appearance of the ſame diſpoſitions in 
the different nations now ſtruggling under the yoke of France, 
which muſt neceſſarily afford a powerful encouragement to 
other nations, and-convince them that it was the only line of 
conduct conſiſtent with honour and ſecurity. - In every view 
of vigilant perſeverance; of undaunted bravery, of conſummate 
{kill, our admirals, officers, and ſeamen had ſet fo glorious an 

example to the univerſe, and had rendered ſuch eminent fer- 
vice to their country, that it went beyond the power of human 
panegyric to do juſtice to their merits. It called for the heart- 
felt gratitude of every man who had Britiſh blood in his veins, 
or Britiſh intereſts at heart. And he truſted that Parliament 
would feel it to be their duty, whenever the time ſhould come 
that the ſervices of thoſe brave and diſtinguiſhed men ſhould 
no longer be neceſſary, or that age ſhould make it defirabie for - 
them to. retire, that ſuch becoming and ample proviſion ſhould 
be made for them as would ſhew that the nation were not 
unmindful of the benefits they had derived from their courage 
and exertions, His Lordſhip complained of being prevented 
from expreſſing a variety of other ſentiments, which he had in- 
tended to ſtate on the preſent occaſion, by a ſevere indiſpoſi- 
tion, under which he laboured, and therefore would content 
himſelf with moving the Address, which he read, and which 
was an echo to the Speech. Before he ſat down, however, Lord 
Darnley ſaid, he muſt take notice of one matter which he had 
accidentally omitted to touch upon, viz. that part of his Ma- 
jeſty's Speech in which the pleafing information was given of 
the flattering ſtate of our Reſources, of Public Credit, and of 
the Trade and Commerce of the Country; this, in the ſixth 
year of an expenſive war, compared with the miſerable ſitua- 
tion of the reſources and commerce of the enemy, who were 
not bnly deſtitute of public credit, but had nearly exhaufled the 

whole of the means of 'carrying on the wat, which they bad 
| hitherto: drawn from general rapine, and a ſpecies of rabbery 
and conduct equally unparalleled in hiſtory, and repugnant ta 
all laws human and divine, muſt exalt the hopes of all who 
heard him, and afford rational expectations of our ſpeedily ob- 
taining that deſirable object, a ſafe and permanent peace. He 
could, he declared, with confidence aſſure his Majeſty, that he 
might ſafely rely on the zeal and loyalty of his Parliament, wy 
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the ſpirit and good ſenſe of the nation; as that Houſe had in the 
courſe of the war afforded repeated inſtances of their zeal and 
attachment to the Crown and the Conſtitution; and he was 
perſuaded there was ſcarcely one individual in the country, who 
. would not manifeſt his ſpirit and good ſenſe by chearfully bear- 
ing his ſhare of - the burthens, which the exigency of affairs 
might render it neceſſary to be impoſed,” to ſupport: and pre- 
ſerve the ineſtimable hleflings which they enjoyed under bis 
Majeſty's mild and beneficent government. 
Lord Craven ſeconded the motion. Nothing, he ſaid, could 
afford mote ſincere pleaſure, or inſpire more pride in the heart 
of a man, than the deſcription which his Majeſly's gracious 
ſpeech had given of the preſent condition of this country. Af- 
ter being deſerted in the courſe of the war by the Allies whoſe 
cauſe we had come forward to eſpouſe, it was gratifying to ſee 
the noble ſtand that we had made, and the ſucceſs we had ob- 
tained againſt the common enemy of mankind. - By our ſingle 
exertions the navy of the French Republic. was annihilated. 
Her boaſted Army of England had already loſt it's title, and 
every enterprize ſhe had undertaken againſt us was completely 
defeated. Not only our coaſts at home, but our moſt valuable 
poſſeſſions abroad were ſecured; domeſtic treaſon, aided by her 
means, was quelled, and the progreſs of her ambition abroad 
was checked, if not deſtroyed. Through the vigilance of our 
marine, of all the ſquadrons which the French had ſent out for 
the inſidious purpole of affiſting the rebellion they had created 
in Ireland, but one had reached the place of it's deſtination, and 
even that had failed of withſtanding the efforts of his Majeſty's 
well directed force. He heartily concurred, therefore, with 
the noble Earl in the juſt eulogium he had paid to the virtue 
and gallantry of our naval officers and ſeamen, whoſe ſervices 
demanded every return of gratitude from their country, He 
concurred alfo with the noble Earl with regard to the advan- 


tages which would naturally flow from the recent ſucceſſes. 


There was but one branch of commerce which this country did 
not before almoſt excluſively poſſeſs, namely, that of the Le- 
vant, and of that trade France would now be totally deprived, 
and this tountry would reap all the adyantages which had here- 


. tofore belonged to our enemy in that quarter, and which alone 


contributed to the maintenance of her navy. The preſent fitur 

ation of Buonaparte was alfo an advantage of the victory of the 
Nile. Cut off from all means of retreat, and beſet on eve 
ſide with obſtacles. And this was not al!l—theſe ſucceſſes had 
already given ſpirit and alacrity to ſeveral of the foreign Powers, 
who had unequiyocally expreſſed their determination to 1 
. | - gain 
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againſt the common enemy. Ruſſia and the Ottoman Porte 


| Had already declared themſelves, and he had no doubt but that 


Auſtria, though unwilling, would find it her intereſt to join 
in the great united exertion which the example of our Govern- 
ment had recommended to all Europe, and without which it 
would be vain to look either for ſecurity or peace. 5 
The Marquis of Lanſdotun ſaid, My, Lords, I never had the 
honour to join my feeble, voice with that of Noble Lords who 
went before me with more pleaſure, than I now join in the 
juſt tribute of gratitude and applauſe that has been paid to our 
gallant navy for their wonderful, glorious, and patriotic exer- 
tions in the ſervice of their country. I ſhould have particular 


. delight in dwelling on their merits,. if I could hope to add any 


thing to what has been ſaid ſo ably and fo ſenſibly by the 
Noble. Lords who have gone before me. The merits of the 
brave and gallant Officers who atchieved them, have been done 

ample juſtice te by the Noble Mover and Seconder of the Ad- 
dreſs. Thoſe Commanders fo warmly commended this day, 
have done their duty, and done as much as men could do for their 


Country; but there remains a duty for us to do at home 


as duty which we are bound to perform, viz. a duty which 
will reſt upon the King's Miniſters and upon your Lordſhips 
to perform, the duty of drawing from thoſe victories the advan- 
tages they are 3 to ſecure, and to ſee that a proper uſe 


and a right application is made by his Majeſty's Miniſters of F 


the glorious events which have been dwelt on with ſo much rap- 
ture this day. Every wiſe man knows, that the greateſt vic- 
tories are but fleeting objects unleſs properly uſed : and how- 
ever faſcinating at the farſt view, will paſs away and give 


room to new. events without Turning to any ſolid advantage, 
unleſs they are made the ground of obtaining that moſt de- 


ſirable of all acquirements, which I have again and again re- 
commended in this Houſe — a /afe and honourable peace. All, 
who felt a true love for their country, would think the ſervice 
they were able to render it, beſt repaid, by knowing, that they had 


* materially tended to procure the ceſſation of hoſtilities and the re- 


ſtoration of Peace; and I have no doubt, but that Lord Nelſon, 
would greatly prefer the ſatisfaction of learning that the victory he 


had obtained, has produced ſuch important and beneficial, couſe- 
quences, far above any perſonal compliment that could be paid 


him. Indeed a great victory is of little uſe to any cquatry unleſs 
it is made to anſwer a purpoſe of a {till greater national impor- 


' tance; it is therefore, with real ſortow, that inſtead of finding, 


as ] bad expected to do, ſome expreſſions in the ſpeech of this 
day, that afford a hope that his Majeſty's Miniſters mean to 
1210 ; 101 "a make 
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| make uſe of the victory of the Nile, to which I have pointed, 
and which might lead to Peace; the language of it holds out a 
far leſs pleaſing promiſe ; it plainly ſtates a call for new exers 
tions, and a defign to continue the war. I cannot agree with 
the noble mover of the Addreſs, in thinking, that the Addreſs 
ought to be a cloſe echo of the Speech ; a different tone and 
ſtyle ought, in my opinion, to have been adopted in both the 
one and the other. And in what manner is it recommended 
to continue the war? By again combining with the European 
Powers, with whom this country has already been engaged in 
a league, and by every one of whom ſhe has been abandoned, 
and entirely deſerted. I am ſure, my Lords, that I ſhall ſpeak 
the ſentiments, not only of that great man, Lord Nelſon, but 
of every diſtinguiſhed officer in the ſervice who has contributed 
to the aſtoniſhing glories of our naval campaign, when I ſay 
that they will feel diſappointed if their triumphs hall not pro- 
duce the advantage to Great Britain which with wiſe manage 
ment they are calculated to confer. When I ſay this, my 
Lords, I defire to be rightly underſtood. I am ſatisfied that it 
is of conſequence, not only to the fepoſe and ſecurity of Great 
Britain, but of the world in general, to check the progreſs of 
the French Revolution. It is not neceſſary, nor is it conſiſtent 
with ſound policy to load with opprobrium even the enemy ; 
but it is impoſſible, my Lords, to ſpeak of the conduct of the 
French without uſing the language of the moſt unequivocal re- 
probation; their courſe of havock and devaſtation, their unprin- 
cipled and deteſtable tyranny, corruption ang baſeneſs, muſt 
excite in every boſom that cheriſhes the principles of liberty as 
the ſupreme good, and the happineſs of human kind as the end 
of every rational Government, a ſteady reſolution to check their 
career, and to ſave the world from the horrible calamity to 
which they doom it. I have no heſitation, my Lords, in ſay- 
ing, that this is my feeling. They have provoked it by their 
rapacity, by4heir treachery, and by the horrors they have ſpread 
around them; and I reoice to ſee that it is the prevailing ſen- 
timent and feeling of the world. No humane man who has 
obſerved the progreſs of their arms, and examined the ſpirit of 
their deſigns, but muſt join in the indignation which TI expreſs. 
But, my Lords, it is another thing how the progreſs of their 
atrocity is to be checked; and here it is that I requeſt your 
Lordſhips to pauſe and to enquire, if you are in the right'courſe. 
The queſtion is, have we the power to accompliſh it by the 
means which we have taken? Have we not the experience of 
| Hive years to prove to us, that we have undertaken the taſk in a 
way not calculated to obtain the end. What likelihood is _ 
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that we ſhall'be mofe profperdus for the future than we have 
hitherto been. I confeſs to you, my Lords, that here I find 
myſelf diſappointed: I do not ſee the means of obtaining the 
end ſpecified and ſet forth in his Majeſty's ſpeech. I flattere: 
myſelf that I ſhould' have heard of a great and well organize 
plan, going directly to the object in which all the great Powers 
of Europe had concurred, and in which all other views and 
putpoſes, were to be laid afide ; and, my Lords, it nevet'wa 
denied, it never could be denied by any- man that the Powers 0 2 
Europe would have been at every period of the French Revo- 
lation, and are at this moment able to check and put an end 
to their career and miſchief, provided that they would go tothe 
taſk with honef intentions; provided that their confederacy 
was not diſtracted by views of a mercenary kind, by plans of 
rapine and aggrandiſement, by feelings of jealouſy and diſtruſt, A 
and by the intervention of all the little deſpicable intrigue, 
which ought never to be tuffered to enter into great combina- 
tions. It never, I ſay, my Lords, was denied but that if at 
length a ſenſe of general der 5 ſhould bring the Powers of Eu- 
rope to a league upon honeſt principles, they muſt prevail over - 
the revolutienary ſyſtem, and it was my hope that his Majeſty's 
Miniſters had improved the late victory of the Nile to this great 
purpoſe; that they had diſplayed to them the advantages of 
magnanimity, and before they came to Parliament to announce 
the continuanceof war, had incorporated thoſe Powers int a great 
and diſintereſted league, in which, ipſtead of diſgracing them- 
ſelves by looking to this country for ſubſidies, they had reſumed 
the dignity which became them, and had at length reſolved on i 
going directly to the object of reſtoring ſecurity to Europe, 
without ſeeking in it's diſorders their own temporary profit. | 
My Lords, I am difappointed to find none of this in the ſpeech. | 
from the Throne; I ſee nothing. held out to me upon which I 
ean repoſe ; I hear no account of returning wiſdom or of re- 
turning magnanimity. Who, that knows the jealouſies that 
ſubliſt between the great Powers of Europe, can flatter himfelf 
that, until they are done away, any ſyſtem of co-operation can 
be ſucceſsful againſt France. Every perſon, who has ever had 
an opportunity of mixing in ſociety, every boy who has ever 
been upon the continent of Europe in the tour of his educa- 
tion, muſt have ſeen that the rooted enmity between Auſtria 
and Pruſſia deſcends even to the private ſoldier, and actuates 
the very tanks of their arckies. And unleſs I ſhall fee. that 
a conviction of common danger ſhall make them enter into a 
more” generous union of effort than any that they have Hi- 
; cher 8 I confeſs to you that I thall aot form any ſanguine 
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hope to myſelf of accompliſhing the object hy the means of con- 
e ee, The pable. Lord, Gys there.are. phon of 
confederation ; {ymptoms; my Lords! we want more than ſymp- 
toms ; . muſt have ſomething more expreſs, ſomething more 
lid to rely upon before we can expect that Europe can be de · 
ivered from its, dangers, and the world have redreſs. We are 
told ot the vigour manifeſted by Kuſſia and the Porte, It is im- 
poſſible, my Lords, to hear this preſented to the people of Eng- 
land as a ground of confidence and hope without aſtoniſhment. 
What] a conjunction between the Ruſſians and the Turks? it 
is impoſſible to ſpeak of ſo monſtrous an idea without ridicule. 
We all know that their mutual diſtruſt and jealouſy exceed 
that of all other nations. It is hereditary ; the child ſacks it 
in with his mother's milk; it is made a part of their education, 
and becomes a habit of their nature. We all know that the 
family upon the throne of the Ruſſias, have uniformly cheriſhed 
the notion, that Conſtantinople is to be a part of their inheri- 
tance. With this view what is the name they have given to 
the ſecond. ſon, the brother of the preſent Emperor? It has al- 
Ways been their politics, and I fear that it is not likely to be 
abandoned at a moment the moſt favourable to its views. And 
is it from a coalition of this ſort that we are to derive hopes of 
vigorous, gation againſt France? We do not argue like po- 
liucians, if we yield ourſclves to fo falſe an imagination. | 
If Ruſſia be in earneſt, why do not we hear of the other 
northern powers coming forward and joining in the league; 
that might render ĩt formidable. As to the Grand Signior, what 
is the Ottoman Po te? Do we not know that the moſt help- 
leſs of all the countries upon earth is Turkey. The united 
concurrence of every hiſtorian the moſt recent, and.the more 
convineing teſtimony of facts, prove that they are not merely 
incapable of all external operations, but even of domeſtic de- 
tegce, and in a ſtate ot univerſal inſubordination. Have they not 
been even now defeated in more than thirty attacks upon one 
rebellious Pacha? They are incapable of refiſting the rebellion 
of a ſubject ls it from ſuch a country that we can look for 
vigorous co-operation, or is it upon ſuch a league that we can 
ſafely repoſe? My Lords, the experience that we have had 
_ ought to teach us diſtruſt ; it ought to impreſs upon our minds 
a conviction of the hollow principle upon which combinations 
of this kind are formed. When we ſee a Court fo little ac- 
tuated by motives of honqur and juſtice as to forfeit its obliga 
tions, can we afterwards have confidence in its fidelity? In 
private life: what would you ſay of a man Who was even tardy 
or negligent in diſcharging his debts? If apy. of r 
e r n, ⏑j g 2x97 nic 
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ſhips ſhould advance to a man in neceſſity a ſum of money 
to enable him to carry on a' juſt claim to eſtates that were 
withheld from him, and by ſuch ſaccour he ſueceeded in hig 
law-ſuit, would you not fay, that his firſt duty was to tepay 
the noble Lord the ſum he had borrowed with gratitude for 
the aid by which he had bren ſaved from ruin, and What term 
of reproach would not be his due, if he ſhould fail in this act 
of juſtice? My Lords, what is true of an indiviual is true f 
a Court. You have affiſted the great powers of the Con- 
tinent ; one of them contracted large engagements with you, 
and was enabled, through your means, to make yaluable 205 | 
quiſitions. I do not find from his Majeſty's ſpeech that that 
power has come forward to,diſcharge its obligations. I do not 
find that that power has given any aſſurance that he will repay 
the loan which he raiſed under the guarantee of the Britiſh 
Government, and therefore I fay again, my Lords, that even 
if a new combination ſhould be made with Courts that have 
only hitherto looked to their own diſtin and individual ob. 
jects, and who have deſerted the common cauſe the inſtänt 
that they had obtained ſome miſerable acquiſition to them- 
ſelves, we can have no proſpect of advantage from ſuch 
a league. Nay, my Lords, if the jealouſies of "theſe great 
powers ſhould again be ftifled for the moment, I ſhould not 
think it all that was neceſſary to the combined movement of 
Europe againſt France. I ſhould demand the concurrence and 
the exertion of the northern powers alſo, It is material that 
the powers of the Baltic ſhould join in the confederacy; but 1 
{ce nothing of all this, and yet we are told, that we are to con- 
tinue the war upon the ground of hoJlow and digjointed com- 
bination, and that combination neither general nor diſintereſt- 
ed. Are they leſs ſenſible of their danger than we are? Are 
they leſs liable to feel the atrocity of the French ſyſtem ? It 
ſurely will not be ſaid that they are. The protection that we 
derive from our marine, from our inſular ſituation, from pubC- 
lie opinion, make us certainly more ſecure than any kingdom 
on the Continent ; and when we ſee that they make uſe of us 
only for their on ends; that, however ſolemn their engage - 
ments, they deſert us without a ſtruggle of conſcience, and 
make their peace whenever they have made their acquiſnion, - 
cart we again entangle ourſelves with ſuch confederates? Lan- 
tieipate the reply to all this. How can we inade peace? 
After repeated trials it has been (hewn that it is impoffible ta 
negociate with the French Directory.“ Your Lordſhips know ' 
my opinion upon this; I do not deſire that his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment ſhould humiliate itſelf 8 have always given my opinion "nod l 
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what I conceive to b the proper and becoming manner for a 
945 country like this to act. I do not know. what may now 
4 the diſpoſition, of the French Directory towards peace; I 
have no means of knowing it. When I had reaſon to believe 
Mere was a diſpoſition and an opening, I did not fail 40 
e my opinion and advice. Their repeated trials, they ſay, 
ave failed ; they know beſt whether they ought to have fail- 
ed. by: do not wiſh to exaſperate; if they were ſincere, I only 
ament they did not take the moſt dignified courſe, nor that the 
moſt likely to obtain the end. If the advances hitherto,made 
dy miniſters were ſincere, I muſt ſay they were ill imagined 
and worſe conducted; and if inſincere, this country was in- 
yolved in diſgrace, ,and laid open to the reproaches of all Eu- 
rope. The courſe that I have always recommended is that 
which is open and unequivocal. I would have your Lordſhips 
tb ſhew by your conduct, that you ſeek for no other object 
than ſecurity and peace; that you will ſupport the Govern- 
ment, who, ſhall 1 upon this ſingle principle; and let it be 
made manifeſt to all the world, that England looks to nothing 
elſe.” It is particularly dignified to make this declaration in the 
moment of conqueſt, 1 have ſaid, that I do not know how 
the French Directory may be now diſpoſed ; but I know that 
it can never be unſcaſonable to make the avowal of your ſyſtem. 
Political ſituations are always changing; every {ix months pro- 
due a new æra, and gives riſe to new ideas in ſtates, as well 
a in, individuals. The France of this day, is not the France 
of three years ago, or even of laſt year; and therefore, however 
diſpoſed they were upon the laſt experiment, it is now worth 
the trial, I do not mean that you, ſhould ſend to beg, or to offer 
it, but chooſe the moment of victory to make it manifeſt, that ; 
you look to nothing elſe ; and that you are conſtantly ready 
and prepared to make it. After ſuch declaration ſhould they. 
refuſe it, our courſe is clear and ſafe. Let us. lay aſide all idle 
plans of conquelt and, acquiſition, which we cannot maintain, 
witneſs Corſica and St. Domingo, which we had captured and 
found it expedient to give up, and let us, only think of cheap 
and economical defence. Let us refuſe our aſſent to all Con- 
tinental intrigues, in Which it is likely that the French will 
out-mancuvre us, for it is clear, that in all the progreſs of 
their ſyſtem, they have gained full as much by intrigue as they 
have by arms, 15 all ſuch intrigues this country Sught to be 
a ſtranger, and all combinations which have intrigue for their 
origin, are as much againſt the. intereſt of Great, Britain, as 
they. are againlt thoſe of humanity. The powers that combine 
with $96 for lah, purpoſes, are\ only. tus 10 their ebe 
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ments againſt France until they have ſucceeded in their views, 
and then they become French in their turn. The Directory 


know this, and take their advantage of it; they are not weak 
enough to dread the confederacies thiat are made of ſuch. mate- 
rials, for that which has been accompliſhed by corruption and 


bribery, they know may be counteracted by the ſame: means. 


We ought to be above the meanneſs of this crooked: courſe. 
No man feels the high ſituation of this country more than I 
do; and we ought to reap the advantages of that ſituation, 


Let us difplay a difintereſted ſpirit in our ſyſtem ; and above 


all, mark our character by moderation. It js the policy, and 


it ought to be the pride of this country. At home the Crown 
has gained every thing; it cannot, and it ought. not to look 
for any further acceſſion of power. Oppoſition has diſappear- 


ed, ſome ſay it is dead, and buried, and that Oppoſition, as a 


— 


party, is no more. I am told fo, but I ſpeak of it without any 
perſonal knowledge. I never was a party man; but if Op- 
poſition be dead and buried, it is a great opportunity for the 
Crown to take ſuch high and advantzgeous ground, as by fe- 
curing popular opinion, to prevent the growth of all party 
again. The preſent is a moſt fayourable moment for ſecuring. 


. 
- 


| the unanimity which now prevails. Jo conciliate popular 


opinion ought to be the great object. The attachment of the 
people is ſtronger and more valuable than a hundred parties. 
By keeping down the expences, by introducing economy and 
order into every department of the ſtate, by putting an end to 
corruption and influence, you can prevent the revival of 
party, you will reap the true advantages of your prefent ſitua- 


tion. I ſhall certainly think it my duty to give my ſupport to 


every vigorous meaſure that ſhall ſerve to put the country into 
4 ſtill more advantageous poſition. ' I think it right and politi- 
cal, that by one great operation of finance, you fhall kee 
down thoſe irkſome, petty, art! unproductive exactions which 
fret and diſturb mens minds, and create an "irritation which 
would again favour the views of fact on. It is your duty, my 
Lords, to ſupport à great and liberal plan that hall fer the 
Government above the neceſſity of perty fhifts. Tou anght 
to be {willed with patronage ; it has gone more than its proper 
length, and in order do preſerve the union which the courſe of 
events has ſo happily brought about, you ought to join in any 
extenſive and diſintereſted plan, by which the country fhall 
learn that you are aCtuated* by a zeal proportionate to your 
high condition inthe tate. *I'ſhall certainly think it my duty 
to ſapport the Government in this courſe, always reſerving to 
myſelf my longing after peace. Rumeur has talked of 2 N 
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ous ſtrong meaſures, that were likely to be brooght forward; 

among others an union with Ireland. Strong as that inea- 

ſure would be, I may be brought to give it my fupport. It 
depends altogether upon what principle ſuch an union 
is built. Every, even the pooreſt politician knows, that 
two bodies brought together and made to act as one man, has 
more ſtrength, and can effect more than two that are ſepa- 
rate; but it reſts nevertheleſs on the principle of union, 
whether two bodies can be brought to act as one. If built 
on public opinion, every advantage of ſuch a junction may 
reaſonably be expected. If it were to be a Government of 
Influence, corruption and all it's conſequences muſt neceſſa- 
rily be the reſult, and God knows Ireland has ſeverely felt 
ſuch conſequences already. I throw out this to ſhew, that 
Jam ready to give Miniſters any ſupport to extricate the 
country, and to carry on a defenſive war, and to prove that I 


am conſcious that ſtrong meaſures muſt be taxen. I repeat 


my recommendation of moderation, and of that which I con- 
ſider as the wiſeſt means of uſing our late victories, viz. in the 
obtainmentof a ſpeedy peace ſo much wanted by the country, 
fince whatever may be ſaid to the contrary, our reſources noto- 
riouſly ſtand in need of repoſe to recover themſelves: I think 
that we are come to that point in our kiſtory, when we'muſt 
refume the good ſenſe of Gs anceſtors, and govern by public 
opinion, not by bribery, patronage and corruption. When 
| inſtead of looking merely to great families, we muſt look 
to the people, and when, inſtead of the graſp and range of in- 
fluence, we miſt truſt to the ceconomy with which eve 
branch of the Government is adminiſtered. So much Toe, 
our home affairs. With reſpect to our external poſition, I 


repeat it, my Lords, that you have but one practicable courſe; - | 


and it is, to declare that you will ſteadily,” through a cheap, 
defenſive ſyſtem, look only to attain a folid, Pente and 
honourable peace. 


Lord Remney roſe to mne k. that the Noble Marquis had | 


in the- courſe of his ſpeech made ſome adverſe obſervations, 
which he did not think the occaſion or the day warranted. 


He could not-ſee why i it was neceſſary to diminiſh the exulta- 
tion which Lord Nelſon's glorious Victory muſt excite in 


every breaſt, by ſevere reflections on the conduct of Mini- 
ſters. He thought his Majeſty's ſervants deſerved the 


grateful thanks of their Lordthips and the Country, for the 


wiſe, vigilant, and able manner in which they had conducted 


the war during the ſummer, and was furprized to hear a, 


word ſaid that day to bg diſadvantage. 
| The 
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The Noble Marquis who ſpoke laſt alluded to the opi- 
ion of the people on the ſubject of the late negociation for 
between this country and France; and he. ſtated. how 
eſſential it was that the opinion of the people ſhould be wich his 
Majeſty's. Miniſters, and that they ſhould think them fincere. 5 
Whether the negociation was well conducted or not on our 
part, [ will not pretend (ſaid his Lordſhip) to determine, be- 
cauſe I do not feel that I am competent to ſuch, a determi- 
nation, but forming an opinion as well as | am able, I muſt. 
ſay, becauſe I feel, that it was well conducted. I am ſure 
it had the effect of convincing the people of England that his 
Majeſty's Miniſters were ſincere. | | 
| We hear much ſaid of the misfortunes of the preſent war, 
and there are ſome. who continually call it * this unfor- 
tunate war.” It is unfortunate, certainly, my Lords, on ac- 
count of the expence with which it is attended; but taking 
that out of the conlideration, which I think we ought to do, 
for it is unavoidable, then I would ſay that this country 
never carried on any war that was more ſucceſsful than the 
preſent. eu nage 
As to the obſervations that are made upon ſpeeches from 
the Throne, and how little reliance is to be placed on pro- 
miſes that may be there held forth,” and the inconveniences 
that may ariſe from your Lordſhips remaining till. until / 
treaties are concluded. I can only ſay that ſuch is the courſe 
of things under the very nature of our Government. Your 
Lordſhips can have nothing but ſymptoms: of alliances 
hinted in ſpeeches, from the I hrone until treaties are actually 
concluded ; for until then, no regular information comes 
before this Houſe, and therefore, you can have nothing but 
the information which is conveyed to you by the ſpeech 
from, the Throne, which ſpeech your Lordſhips have a right 
to make obſervations upon, becauſe it is always conſidered . 
as the ſpeech. of the Miniſter. | 


* 


The noble Marquis aſks, what there is in the condition of 
Turkey to make that power the ſubje of our hope ? What 
there ĩs that may be faid to have been ſucceſsful with regard 
to them? I can only ſay, that they have lately been very 
. ſucceſsful, for they have ſeen their errors with regard to their 
conduct towards France, they now ſee they ought long ago 
to have oppoſed the French with the utmoſt vigouf. '[ hey 
e now, opened their eyes, and they are determined to act 
with vigour. They have ſeen. that this country is true to its 
hy and they now wiſh. to form new alliances. 


+4 "4 
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from the Throne; his character, I believe, deſerves praiſe— 
he is indeed different from his predeceſſor Catharine; his 
ſyſtem of internal policy is moderation; he does not wiſh 
people to be kept in dungeons. I have no doubt but that a 
prince ſo remarkable for virtue will be faithful to bis en- 
gagements, and therefore, I confeſs, I am glad of the al- 
liance between him and this country. 

I have heard a rumour, that. Denmark ind Sweden are 


- arming, and that the other Powers are mak ing great prepara- 


tions; | hope the rumour is true, If Europe had made a 
common cauſe againſt the French, they would 8 ago have 
been ſucceſsful, and the Great Nation muſt have given Way 
to them; but it is not yet too late, and I cannot help think- 


ing that the conteſt in which we are engaged, is nom more 


favourable than ever it was before this time. 
With regard to our finances, I ſee 3 to alarm us; 7 
nor are thoſe who are ſuppoſed to fee theſe points pretty 


clearly, at all in a ſtate of deſpondency, for the funds are 


higher than they have been for a conſiderable time. We 


poſſeſs great advantages at this moment; the leading one is. 


that we are now an united and a vigorous people, and 1 
hope we ſhall at laſt arrive at a ſafe and an honourable peace. 


The noble Marquis has ſaid, that we ought to abandon the 


further purſuit of conqueſt ; that we could not keep them 
when made; that we had given up Corſica, and St. Domingo. 


True, ws have given up Domingo; but have we given up 


St, Lucie, or Martinique, the Cape of Good Hope, or the 
Spice Iſlands? I do not know that we have yet thought of 
giving auy of theſe up, but I will not pretend to judge of 
the policy of giving ſome places vp and of retaining others; 
ome we may give up, becauſe. they are found to be unten- 
able. I do not pretend to know the conſequence of theſe 
that have been given up; theſe are points which I leave to 


the wiſdom of his Majetty's M iniſters ; they, in my opinion, 


ought to decide theſe points for us, becauſe they have the 
beſt means for forming correct judgments. J do not feel 
myſelf competent to decide upon them, but I give my hearty 


aſſent to the Addreſss. 


Lord Halland ſaid, in ſome reſpects he muſt differ from 


his. Noble Friend near him, who had fo well deſcribed the 
impracticability of any r between Pruſſia and Auſtria, 
a ed another conibination upon, more 
honeſt principles. So far was he from recommending any 
further Continental connections, that he thought our influ- 


although he recommen 


ence hitherto operating upon the German Courts had been 
the 
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the great cauſe of all the miſchief that had taken place, and 
of the mortifying ſituation in which the Continental States 
in alliance wich the French Republic found themſelves at 
this moment. Promiſes have been from time to time held 
forth to us, and which have been from time to tIme almoſt 
uniformly broken, that I own, however gratifying it might 
be to my feelings if I could, I cannot agree in all the ſenti- 
ments which were conveyed to your Lordſhips in the fpeech 
from the Throne to-night, and which are repeated in the Ad- 
dreſs which is now before you. I am under the neceſſity of 
taking notice of ſome parts of the ſentiments of the noble 
Lords who moved and ſeconded the Addreſs; I will allow 
to thoſe noble Lords all they can deſire in the argument, I 
will confider all the victories we have gained, as additions to 
the national credit and honour ; for no man can be more 
willing than myſelf to dwell with pleaſure on the victories 
of our country; I will allow that whenever our naval. 
force has met that of the enemy, we have, without 
a ſingle exception, been ſucceſsful ; yet, with all theſe 
advantages, I confeſs it appeared to me, that the noble 
Lords who moved and ſeconded the Addreſs, failed to 
prove that, which it was their great object to eſta- 
bliſh, namely, that the next combination of the powers 
of Europe will procure for this country an advantageous 
peace. I have already ſaid, that no man can rejoice more 
ſincerely than myſelf at our late victory; but then, my 
Lords, let us look what uſe is likely to be made of it. If 
the only advantage which we are to gain by it, be merely to 
revive the horrors of war. If Miniſters intend only to avail. 
themſelves of this opportunity, to ſpread the.devaſtations'of 
war over the ſurface of the globe, more generally than has 
hitherto been done; I own, F d0 not ſee any reaſon for ex- 
ultation. I confeſs it has appeared to me for ſome time, 
that this is the diſpoſition of his Majeſty's Miniſters, inſtead 
of making it the means of obtaining that which alone is the 
firſt object of all war; namely, peace. Would to God, my 
Lords, that ſuch were the views of Miniſters! but it is im- 
poſſible to ſuppoſe that ſuch is their ſerious intention. The 
very language of the ſpeech holds out a contrary ſentiment. 
We hear indeed of the powerful effect of a new confederacy ; 
it is held out to you now in the ſpeech from the throne ; but 
this is not the firſt time you have heard from the throne, of 
the probable effect of a powerful confederacy againſt France; 
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and I wiſh to know what there is now in your ſituation, 


which ſhould induce you to think that the confederacy now 


abaut to be formed, (for I have not heard of its being yet 
completed) will be of a firmer texture, and more durable and 
efficacious, than thoſe which have been tried already. The 


truth of the matter indeed is, that all confederacies are 


liable to be diſſolved from the contrariety of intereſts, una- 


federates have for each other. Theſe are evils which are in- 
ſeparable from all confederacies whatever, and there are as 
many of them applicable to the different Powers of Europe, 
now perhaps, as there ever were at any former time. I ſay 
this, not from the characters of the different Powers, (which 
by the way would juſtify me), but I ſay it from the experi- 
ence of poſitive acts, which are almoſt equal to demonſtration. 

have no ſcruple in ſaying, that the former confederacy of 
Luk was one of the chief cauſes of the calamities which 
the French Revolution had produced: I ſay then, my 
Lords, that experience teaches you that it is impoſlible tode- 
rive any advantage to this country from any confederacy 


whatever. Compare the ſituation of this country at this 


moment with its condition at the commencement of hoſtili- 


ties, and then. aſk yourſelves, my Lords, what is likely to be 


the reſult of your proceeding? If ſo many victories cannot 
ain you peace, what is a pew confederacy to produce? 


Lou have loſt ſome things by treachery, and others you have 


gained by conqueſt, but yet I do not ſee that your condition 
is in the leaſt degree amended, And here I cannot help ob- 
ſerving, that while we remember (how is it poſſible to for- 
get ?) how. we have treated fome ſtates; how our friendſhip 


has been the ruin of ſome people; it is not very handſome, 


nor very. generous, to talk much of the manner in which 
ſome States have loſt, their power and conſequence for want 
of having ſufficiently refiſted the attacks of France I ſay, 


my Lords, this is neither generous nor handſome in us when 


we know that ſome. States have, for the preſent at leaſt, 


been blotted out of the map, in conſequence of our. moſt 
friendly interference. With regard to the union of other 


powers, and the reliance that we ought to place on their 


ſincerity towards us, let us recollect that we have not had 


one of them in alliance with us who has not deſerted us. 
Auſtria the moſt conſiderable of them all, was only a drain 


upon us, and a temptation for the conqueſt of the enemy. 
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But my obſervations are not confined merely to the weak- 
neſs of any confederacy, and the improbability there is of 
its even continuing for a ſufficient time, or in ſufheient 
force, to be effectual; or of the probability there is that they 
will deceive us again if we truſt to them; but my obſerva- 
tion extends to an object of another nature—I mean that 
the late glorious victory we obtained over the French ought. 
to induce us to ſhew a diſpoſition for peace; for that is the 
truly wife uſe that ſhould be made of the advantage you 
have gained. Indeed if you do not ſhew that diſpoſition 
whet you are ſucceſsful, I do not know when, with ay 
advantage, you can ſhew it; for if you ſhew it after an ad- 
verſe fortune, either your ſincerity or your courage will be 
doubted, Then I aſk, what period is to be fixed for the 
termination ot this conteſt? We have been told that the 
French never ſhew any diſpoſition for peace when they are 
ſucceſsful ; but if that be fo, it is a defect in them, and we 
- 6ught not to imitate it. "I think the tone of the French is 
lowered, in ſome particulars at leaſt—I may be told that is 5 
becauſe they feel they are weak; to Which I anſwer, if it 
be fo, we ſhould now try what may be done towards pacifi- 
cation; for they may gain ſtrength again, and then yy 
will be leſs eaſy to deal with than they are at preſent. If 
any Noble Lord ſhould think any part of what I ſay worthy 
of obſervation, and ſhould obſerve, that what I am urgi 
tends to recommend humiliation to this country, I ſhould 
anſwer, that there is not a man in this country who would 
ſcorn to do ſo more than the perſon who has now the honour 
of addrefling your Lordſhips; but I muſt declare, What 
ſome may think fooliſh, but I ſhall, declare it, becauſe it 
appears to me founded in found ſenſe : That to ſhew a diſ- 
polition for peace in the hour of . proſperity," is not a hu+ 
miliation, but a magnanimity. And I do not think that 
the people of this country would think it humiliating if a 
peaceable diſpoſition Was now manifeſted in their name by 
his Majeſty's Miniſters; and yet I am well aſſured that 
they would not now (I hope they never will) hear of any - 
eace that was not conſiſtent with their honour and their 
intereſt. I am ſo far from thinking that the people would 
have any wiſhes that are inconſiſtent with the future glory, 
as well as the preſent comfort, of this country; if they had 
the means of deciding. the preſent conteſt, that 1 wiſh, 
With all my heart, they had their due weight and power in 
the Government. | : * | 4 enn 
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With regard to the diminution of our expence, it would give 
me great ſatisſaction if it cauld be brought about with ſafety; 
but I muſt confeſs, however deſirable that might be, I do not 
_ ſee much probability of it at preſent ; and indeed, Iſhould not 
pay much attention to the fabject, if I heard any aſſurances 
made upon it from the higheſt authority, for I have obſerved, 
that in the years when we had the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of re- 
trenchment, our expenditure has'moſt remarkably increaſed. 

I feel the difficulty of ſucceeding in the hour of victory, in 
any attempt to moderate deſire: I know it is an unwelcome 
taſk to talk to your Lordſhips of a diſpoſition to peace; but ne- 
vertheleſs, I cannot help urging it, becauſe I feel it to be my 
duty to do ſo. I am well aware that what I ſuggeſt will make but 
ſmall imprefion on this Houſe, as the noble Mover might well 
ſpeak with confidence of the loyal ſpirit and ſupport to be ex- 
pected from their Lordihips, who, in the courſe of the war, have 
afforded too many inſtances of manifeſting that loyal ſpirit, and 
that ſupport to the meaſures of Miniſters, to give room for a 
doubt of their readineſs to perſevere in the ſame line of conduct; 
I ought to apologize to your Lordſhips for taking up your time; 
but I feel that that ſpirit is likely to continue, and I fear the ef- 
fect of it. I do not think I paſs the bounds of order when I 
ſay we have freſh recruits continually: poured into this Houſe 


- to fight for his Majeſty's Miniſters. His Lordſhip concluded 


with ſaying that he agreed 'with his noble friend, the-noble 
Marquis, that the greateſt victories were uſeleſs, unleſs em- 
—— to obtain the natural object, and only legitimate end of 
-a fafe and honourable peace! 
Lord Mulgrave ſaid, he ſhould trouble their Lordſhips but 
with a very ſew words. Bat he ſhould hold himſelf unpar- 
donable, if he did not on that day give vent to the proud feel- 
ings excited in his breaſt by Admiral Nelſons' victory; becauſe, 
that gallant officer had given the firſt proof of his great ſkill, 
ardent zeal, and noble valour, as well as judicious conduct un- 
der the command of a near relation of his, ſometime deceaſed 
the late Lord Mulgrave], and which afforded at the time the 
greateſt proſpects of his future eminence ; but which, flattering 
as they were, had been moſt tranſcendently exceeded by the at- 
chievetnents of Lord: Nelſon at the mouth of the Nile. He had 
partaken in the general joy which the victory of the Nile had 
produced — he had felt pleaſure as an individual, combined 
with exultation as an Engliſhman; he rejoiced above all in 
the proſpect which that glorious event opened up, of eſtabliſſu- 
ing the ſafety of Europe. Was this then the inoment for pro- 
poſing, ſuing might perhaps be too ſtrong a word, peace, and 
r Soak 5 as I roy ; * 
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from an enemy too ſuch as that with which we had to con- 
tend? The noble Lord who had juſt ſat down had referred to 
the fate of former attempts to prevent France from xeduci 
Europe under her power. But would the noble 8 
that the relative ſituation of the two countries was the ſame as 
at the beginning of the war? In point of glory —in point of 
finance in point of the popularity of the two Governments, 
could any compatiſon be made between this country and 
France? When the conteſt firſt began, the parties ſtarted as great 
rivals on equal terms. At preſent, however, every thing which 
could conſtitute advantage was in our favour, In ſuch a ſtate 
of things would it be wiſe and ſeaſonable to truſt that modera- 
tion which the noble Lord had ſo highly extolled in every in- 
ſtance? Ought we to reſt our ſafety upon the pacific temper 
and diſpoſition of the preſent rulers of France? 'The noble 
Marquis recommended moderation as the courſe of this country, 
but was it a departure from moderation, or from ſound policy, 
at a moment when a fair proſpect had ariſen of ſecuring the 


independence of Europe upon a fafe footing, and of ulti- 


mately obtaining peace upon honourable terms, to throw away 
the- advantages we had acquired, to ſeek, by.crouching at the 
feet of France, a precarious, hollow and fallacious peace, with- 
out endeavouring to turn the glory we had earned into an uni- 
verſal benefit to the world? | n 22s 
For. his part, inſtead of thinking with the two noble Lords, 
that Miniſters had been guilty of omiting any favonrable op- 
pottunity of brioging the war to an honourable concluſion, he 
was rather diſpoſed to think that they had been carried too far 
by their earneſt defire of peace. The enemy had miſtaken 
this eagerneſs for peace, for inability to maintain the conteſt, 
and their inſolence and ambition had inereaſed; for this errot 
they had indeed paid dear. Their obſtinacy had deluded them, 
and had led the way for this country to obtain new glory and 
ſucceſs. However individuals might lament the loſſes they 
had ſuſtained, however the burthens of the State might be re- 
gretted, every friend to the country muſt rejoice in the triumphs 
it had gained. In that proud eminence which we now occu- 
pied, we ought. not raſhly and idly to forfeit our ſuperiority by 


renewing negociations which preſented no proſpect of a ſafeand 


honourable termination. We; ought to carry ourſelves firmly 


and vigorouſly. It was not by extenuating 'our. ſucceſſes, it | 


was not by magnifying our petty loſſes, that peace could be 
proinoted. - Britain now ſtood high among the nations of Eu- 
ſope: now ſhe ought to invite them to combat under her 
ͤ .. . 
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auſpices ; to reſort to her ſhield for protection; and to aſſiſt by 
common efforts to obtain permarient ahd folid fecurity. | a 
+ But it ſeemed, if the noble Lord was right, that we had en- 
tirely miſtaken the character both of the enemy and of our 
ſel ves. It was not Ftauce that was overbearing in her projects, 
fanguinary in her proceedings, rapacious in her domination, or 
ſhe tliat had cauſed the evils under which a conſiderable part 
of Europe now laboured ! It was England that had hetrayed 
other countries into this ſituation ] It Was England, whoſe ag- 
reſſions had provoked this war! Really the noble Lord de- 
— credit for theſe diſcoveries, and his ingenuity was to be 
admired. It was Great Britain that had cheated her allies into 
the war, and they that had cheated us out of it! In all that had 
happened France was guiltleſs; the blame all lay with Eng- 
land ! Both in the-commencement and continuance of the war 
the fault had lain with us. If, however, any peace could have 
been obtained, it muſt have been a peace that weuld have for- 
feited our honour, and riſked our very exiſtence. It had been 
faid that jealouſies and rivalſhips ſubſiſted between ſeveral of the 
powers that were confederated againſt France. Would not 
the greater intereſt however overcome the leſs, and produce 
concert in operation? Auſtria and Pruſſia entertained jealou- 
nes when they formerly confederated. Tliey had indeed ſe- 
parated, but they had reaſon ſorely to repent their conduct. 
The events paſſing around them now proved that there was no 
ſafety but in union. In a cauſe like that in which we were en- 
gaged, there was no room for thoſe jealouſies which had been 
alluded to, and for the objects for which other powers were 
called on to unite, he would now entertain more confidence 
than in a union between the moſt amicable powers. No evil 
could compare with that of giving way to France; whatever 
other evils they might apprehend, they were not to be com- 
pared with that which threatened their exiſtence. Had we not 
teen theſe jealouſies in fact laid aſide? Ruſſia and the Ottoman 
Porte were now cordially co- operating im the ſame cauſe. This 
was an example beyond all former ſpeculations, becauſe the 
occafiors was beyond” all former precedents, ' When we conſi- 
dere d the different ſituations of this country and of France, 
there was every thing to animate and encoutage. On the one 
ſide was glory, the reſpect ard love of fubjects, the ſinews of 
war. On the other, there was hatred and inſubordination, no 
fie ws of war, but the exhauſted refources of rapine and vio- 
tence. The moderation” which the noble Lord had fo highly” 
_ praiſed, had no, that they had pillaged a great part of 2 | 
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carried them as far as Egypt. in ſearch of new ſources oſ plun- 
der. In a moment like this then it would be the height of pu- 
fillanimity to abandon the reſt of Europe, and to think only of 
purſuing ſelſiſh meaſures, when a proſpect had appeared of at laſt 
obtaining a ſafe and honourable peace, and attaining real and ſo- 
lid ſecurity, more ſanguine than ſometime- ago he could have 
permitted himſelf to indul ge. 28 
Lord Holland roſe to explain. He ſaid that he was ſorry to 
be obliged again to trouble their Lordſhips; but he could not 
allow them ta remain under the impreſſion, which the noble 
Lord who had juſt fat down had endeavoured to give that ho 
had ſpoken of the 1noderation of France lately, and in every 
inſtance, or that he had imputed the ſtate of ' ſeveral countries 
in Europe, ſolely to the Britiſh cabinet: There was a 
difference between contributing to an end, and being the ſole 
cauſe of it. The Miniſters of this country might have brought 
about that ſtate of things under which the calamities into which 
theſe countries had fallen neceſſarily followed. He had never 
ſaid, that the French had always been moderate in their oon- 
duct. It was not in the nature of Frenchmen, or in the cha- 
racter of any government in France, Republican or Monar- 
chical, to be always moderate. This he had contended, how- 
ever, that there had been periods, in which conciliation on the 
part of this country would, even in the moment of the higheſt 
proſperity of France, have led to peace. It was certainly an 
ungracious taſk” to remind their Lordſhips, that theſe opportu- 
nities had been loſt. He did not mean to enter into the diſ- 
cuſſion then. He truſted a time would come, when it would: 
be ſolemnly taken up; when the people of this country would 
call for it. If he had advanced the propoſitions which the noble 
Lord had aſcribed to him, he would have juſtly been the ſub- 
ject of ridicule; but the arguments which the noble Lord ri- 
diculed, were of his own making. He had contended, indeed, 
that the ſums of money ſent abroad by this country, had con- 


tinued the war on the Continent without advantage; that this 


war had tended to conſolidate the power of France. He la- 
mented to ſay, that the endeavours of the Britiſh Cabinet, and 
the Coalition they put in motion to cruſh, the French revolu- 
tion, had placed the French in a ſituation which made them 
for a time the diſturbers of Europe. Experience had proved 
how inadequate a former coalition had been to overcome the 
power of France, and he ſaw no reaſon to imagine that the 
_ coalition which was about to be renewed, would be more ſuc- 
ceſsful. ; TOY WET LE LT 
Lord Grenville ſaid, after the very able manner in which the 
| | n „ 1,5  dillerent 
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_ difterent topics before; you have been diſcuſſed by the noble 
Lords who have ſpokem in ſavour of the Addreſs, nothin 
ſhould no have called me up to trouble your Lordthips, with 
any additional arguments of mine, but that I wagzwnwitling to 
allow ſome obſervations hich dropped from tlie noble Lord 
who has Juſt ſut down, to paſs in filence. The noble Lord hs 
alluded to certain points, on which he hopes ex | 
for diſcuſfon will arrive. Let not the noble Lordi | 
that I will ſhrink from ſach a diſcuſſion; let him not th ink 
that I will ever be afraid to meet him, or any man, to argue 
that queſtion. I call upon the noble Lord to identify dates and 
circumſtances, to point out the time when his Majeſty's Mini- 
ſters were backward to embrace and to improve any favourable 
opportunity which promiſed to lead to a ſafe and honourable 
peace, On the contrary, as my noble Friend has well obſerved, 
if Miniſters were at all to blame, it was in being too forwatd 
to teſtify their anxiety for peace; facts and documents are on 

record, and will ſhew whether the charge which the noble 
Lord has urged be well founded: but ſurely never was there 

a Worſe 6ccafion than the preſent for renewing theſe queſtions. 
There have been times indeed when France, in the career of 
her ſucceſs, was able to diftate terms to thofe' who ſned her for 
I peace. There have been moments when it was found neceſ- 

14 ſary to abandon Europe, becauſe Europe had abandoned itſelf. 

vw | There have been moments when it was impoſſible to oppoſe 

1 with vigour and effect the progreſs of France, betauſe it was 

impoſſible to awaken other powers to their true intereſts, or 

rather, to infuſe reaſon into their councils. There have been 

Stateſmen who argued like the noble Lord and his Friends; 

who, by a mean and temporiſing policy, compromiſed their own 

* dignity, and left France "miſtreſs of” Sar What has pro- 

dueed that lamentable degraded ſtate of ſeveral of the ꝓowWers of 

| Europe, but counſels ſuch as thoſe which the noble Lond, and 
thoſe with whom he has actedt have uniformly recommended ? 

? What has endangered the ſubverſion of civilized ſociety, and 
tte overthrow'of the ſyſtem of Europe, but paltry, ſhameful 

| diſunion; but thoſe ſhifting, ſelfiſh» politics Mhich have to 
night been applauded; till at laſt, after France has for years 

| hs been ſtrengthened by the reſources of plunder; the miſery of 
| 


| Republican domination hasdriven'thoſe countties to! that re- 

j ſiiſtance which they were afraid to exert hen their ſtrength and 
1 their means were entire I It is not with ſorrow and regret bur 
with pride and ſatisfaction; that I acknowledge that Ihave ever 
ſubmitted to you the neceſſit of different policys L have valued 
Nn Ge e - * own e ra ſob lings: - 
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national honour, the dictates of public duty, and, perhaps, 
thaſe frail: metorials which may remain of me, ſhould men 
take tlie trouble to enquire how I have thought. and in 
this great criſis, ever to adviſe any other than a vigorous, manly 
line of conduct. or to recommend any reſource but in our con- 
arm perſevetance. It has ever been the opinion which 
1 have enterthined and avowed, that if France remained miſ- 
treſs of the continent, you could have no ſafety. That though, 
by the deſertion and timidity of other powers, you might be 
driven to ſeparate negociation, yet whatever might be the im- 
portance and glory of your own ſucceſſes, you could never have 
4 good and ſecure peace. Diſunion, mean ſhifting policy, 
bave occaſioned all the calamities under which a conſidetable 
part of Europe now groans, Now, however, there is ſome- 
thing more than mere ſymptoms of the return of other ſenti- 
ments, and the prevalence of other views. There is more than 
ſymptoms to ſhew that the powers on the continent are willing 
to embrace a line of conduct more ſuited to their intereſts. 
This then is not the moment for England to ſhew that ſhe is 
guided only by little ſelfiſh politics. Inſtead-of reſigning Eu- 
rope to its fate, ant abandoning the victims of French domina- 
tion to theit miſery, it ought-to be the buſineſs of England to 
animate their efforts, and contribute to their deliverance. It is 
rather the duty of the Miniſters of this country, ſupported by 
King and Parliament, to ſay that we are ready to aſſiſt the reſt 
of Europe; that we are willing to aid them by our caunſels; 
to ſupport then with our reſources; to conciliate differences ; 
to allay jealouſies; to unite their efforts and not, by reviving 
former ſyſtems; by enflaming old jealouſies, and encouraging 
former rivalſhips, to prevent that co-operation and concert 
which is ſo neceſſary to the general ſafety of Europe, and fo 
connected with the true intereſt of the county 
Juch is the ſyſtem upon which I have acted, nor can any 
man ſo far miſtake the principle of that ſyſtem} as to imagine 
that miniſters have been averſe to avail themſelves of any fa- 
yourable opportunity for à ſaſe and honourable peace. The 
noble Marquis has obſerved, that thoſe victories ſhould only 
have been remembered which led to peace; and the noble 
Lord who ſpoke laſt ſaid, that the attainment of an immediate 
peuce was the only legitimate object of war. I have ever un- 
derſtood, however, that thoſe victories were the moſt renowned 
and eclebtated which were gained in the vie of protection and 
ſelf-defence; and mat the moſt legitimate of all wars was that 
which is waged for that great object. To the fulleſt praiſe in 
both theſe reſpects, the glorious victory of Lord Nelſon is en- 
g Vol. 1. 1798. ; wth E 1 k tituled, 
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tituted. That noble Lord will indeed do that which the noble 
Lord who ſpoke laſt has referred to ſo:mwidiouſly;; 1 claim him 

as a valuable recruit; he will bring with him into this Houſe, 
a true martial ſpirit; ahd honours as well earned as thoſe which 
ennobled tlie ariceftors of either of the noble Lords. Nor will 
this brilliant victory be without its advantages. Notwithſtand- 
ing what has been aſſerted, and whether peace be immediate or 
moxe remote, there can be no peace negotiated by this country,. 
in which that great atchievement will not form a leading con- 
ſideration.. Theſe are the counſels which we have offared, and 
theſe are the principles Which, in my official capacity, I have 
urged to the Governments upon the continent. Shall I then 
be told that this advice has occaſioned the calamities which 
have befallen part of Europe? At the beginning of the con- 
teſt, when Holland was endeavouring by negociation to avoid 
the danger with which it was threatened, we endeavoured'ta 
inculcate the principle that ſuch! a compromiſe would infallibly 
lead to ruin and to miſery. The words in his Majeſty's ſpeech, 
in which the conduct of Holland was charaCteriſed in this way, 
was ſty led by a perſon at that time, a“ diabolical patagraph.“ 
Circumſtances, however, have ſince too fatally proved how cor- 
rectly, true was the doctrine we urged, and how well founded 
was the caution Which we held out. The Dutch thought that 
by negociation they would obtain the barrier of peace inſtead of 
the barrier of reſiſtance, and they fell headlong into the de- 
ſtruction which they endeavoured to avoid. Our ſituation is 
compared in his Majeſty's ſpeech with the ſituation of other 
countries, and the conparifon is called ungenerous. We have 
ſeen, however, to what cauſes the calamities of our Allies 

be aſcribed, hut the compariſon it not confined to Allies alone. 
What is the ſituation of thoſe Powers which yet ſtand in a 
trembling, degraded, precarious exiſtenoe, purchaſed by diſ- 
honour? Look at thoſe who have followed that courſe in which 
the noble Lord and his friends have recommended us to ſeek 
our ſafety. Look at theſe Powers, and what impartial man 
will deny that the compariſon juſtifies an honeſt pride; that the 
ſurvey approves the ſyſtem on which we have acted. We have 
endeavoured, in a moment of difficulty and danger, ta main 
tain the honour and independence of our guntry, and to ſup-: 
port the liberties of Europe; and the proud ſuperiotity ꝭ nom 
enjoy, the nation owes to its own conſtancy, its energy, and itz 
The Marquis of Lanſaoon ſuid, that in what he had ſaid. 
that night, he had abſtained from agitating any topies that 
ſeemed not immediately connected with the diſcuſſion ys 
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the” Houſe. | He had delivered bis ſentiments, ſoberly and 
catididly, and he had hoped that they would have been received 
as the ſuggeſtions of one who meant to offer what he thought 
of real and practical importance. Since, however, the noble 
Lord ho had juſt fat down, had ſuffered himſelf to burſt out 
into a tant, which nothing that he had ſaid, could have pro- 0 
voked, but which was to be conſidered; as a weakneſs, the off- 0 
ſpring of the hour of intosication; and as the noble Lord had 0 
brought forward old queſtions, he would frankly on that he 
thought favourable opportunities for concluding a ſaſe and ho- 
nouràble peace had been loſt, and that for the omiſſion Mini- 
ſters were ſeverely reſponſible. As therefore the noble Lord 
was ſo for ward in challenging a day of examination, he pledged 
himſelf, whenever that day came, to ſhew that the charge was 
true, by pointing out the occaſions when peace might have been 
made, had Miniſters thought proper to have done their duty. 
When the noble Lord talked ſo exultingly of the ſchemes en- 
tertained for new coalitions; when he told us that we were to 
take the lead, and put ourſelves at the head of, Europe, he 
made a vain, fooliſh, idle boaſt, which could terminate in 
nothing but confuſion and diſaſter. He begged their Lordſhips 
to read the collections which had recently been publiſhed of 
the correſpondence of our Stateſmen ſince the Revolution 
(Lord Bolingbroke, General Townſend, Sir Robert Walpole, 
Mr. Grenville, and others), and they would find, how much 
our wiſeſt-politicians diſapproved, of Continental connections, 
the'Fſtem of ſublidics, antl the attempt to take the lead in Eu- 
rope. In his on time, he recollected to have heard a near re- 
lation of the noble Lord rack the Engliſh language for epithets 
by which to expreſs his diſupprobation of ſuch yiews and po- 
litics. To de at the head of Europe, to align to one and to 
take from another might ſound. high, and amuſe the people of 
this country, but it was an idle, vain, and deluſive chimeta. 
The noble Lord had/bimſelf owned the difficulties he had to 
encounter in forming the coalition among the Continental 
Powers, and he had owned too, that to ſupport the confederac 
Had baffled his kill. » The Duke of Marlbarough, Who pol- 
ſeſſed eonciliatory talents, in as eminent a degree as any man 
ever did, ſays with that grace which was, ſo,.peculiar to him, 
that: it was ſome little merit to have made eight nations act as 
one man ! Great as the Duke of Marlborough's talents were, 
he would venture to ſay, that were he alive now, it would be 
Above his. talents to form ſuch a confederacy, or to make four 
nations act as one man; nor would the noble Lord find it caſy 
to make even four nations act 53 concert and effect. 455 
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that experiments ate to be made at ihe expence of ſo. many 
millions, and of ſo many thouſand lives, he would ſay to the 
noble Lord, you. tried one experiment and failed, and ve 
don't choſe that you ſhould try it over againd The | 
Lord has been deceived once, and I am afraid he will find 
himſelf deceived a ſecond time. If I have any ctedit with 
the country, I ſtake it upon this ſentiment.— For ſevefal 
years I oppoſed the former attempt to take the lead in Con- 
| NN coalitions, and I now oppoſe the attempt to renew 
them. one K. . | 
Lord Sydney ſaid, that the noble Marquis had read hiſtory 
very differently from him, for he could not diſcover that our 
beſt ſtateſmen had ever expreſſed ſuch à diſapprobation of 
Continental connections. The noble Marquis had referred 
to the. authority of Lord Bolingbroke, and from his writings, 
indeed he might draw all the arguments againſt Continental 
connections Which now were ürged, and which had been re- 
peated by all the Jacobite writers for the laſt four reigns; 
but he did not think the authority of Lord Bolingbroke, or 
the principles on which the infamous treaty of Utrecht was 
concluded, would have great weight. As to the noble Lord, 
from whom he had the honour to be deſcended; he never faw 
any thing in his correſpondence which could ſupport the ob- 4 
ſervation of the noble Marquis. With regard to the imme- 
diate ſubjeCt.of the debate, his Lordſhip ſaid, he would for- 
bear to add one word, as it had been done ample juſtice by 
the noble Lords who had moved and ſeconded the Ad- 
dreſs, and his two noble friends near him (Lord Grenville 
and Lord Mulgrave) indeed he could ſay nothing that would not 
rather weaken than add to the impreſſion which the maſterly 
arguments of the latter muſt have made on their Lordſhips, 
as he never had heard a ſpeech of more eloquenee and more 
ability in the courſe of a long parliamentary life. 
"The, Marquis of Zansdown ſaid, that all the corre ſpond- 
ence of the ſtateſmen to whom he alluded, prove that they 
© were of opinion, that this country ſhould be careful of at- : 
| tempting 40/take. the lead in Continental politics, and to. 
cut and carye in Europe. Sir Robert Walpole's Letters in 
particular were replete with arguments againſt alliances 
With the powers wel the Continent; and plainly proved ho- 
ſincerely deſirous that great and wife man was to preſerve 
peace and abſtain from war. 
Lord Grenville ſaid he roſe merely to declare, that his 
near and dear relation alluded to, never entertained fuch a a 
e __ ſentiment, 
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ſentiment; as that the French ſhould be permitted to cut and 
care in Europe,; which was now the preciſe queſtion and 
not that this country! ſhould „ a beef and 4 Pre ice 
ſo unwarrahtable. ag 
The queſtion on the Addreſs was then mar and eite 
nem. u er e e | 1 75 
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The Speaker. on his return from the Hobfe of Nr 
where he had been ordered to attend with the Houſe, to hear 
his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech, acquainted the Houſe 
that he had iſſued Warrants for the election of Members to 
ſerve in Parliament for the following places: — for Higham ' 
Ferrers, in the room of James Adair, Eſq. deceaſed; for 
Leiceſterſhire, in the room of William Pochin; Eſq-; and 
for Ripon, in the room of William Lawrence, Efq. 

The Bill prepared according to cuſtom, by the Clerk, 
for preventing clandeſtine e, was read a Arſe and 

ſecond time. 

The Speaker then acquainted the Houſs, that he had! Py 
in the Houſe of Peers, where his Majeſty delivered a rwoſt 
' gracious Speech to both Houſes of Parliament; à correct 

copy of which he had obtained, and which he would read 
with the permiſſſon of the Houſel 

His Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech having ved rev: 

Lord G. Leviſon Gawer roſe to move the Addreſs, and 
ſpoke nearly as follows :—The principal difficulty which 1 
feel; Sir, in riſing on the preſent occaſion, is how to expreſs 
in any thing like adequate terms, the magnitude and ſplen- 
dour of the ſubjects upon which I have to touch. Were [ 


even poſſeſſed of the molt brilliant and perſuaſive eloquence + - 


that ever was heard by this Houſe, either with aſtoniſhment 
or delight, it would be utterly out of my power to do juſtice 


to the topics af the Speech which we have this day heard 
from the Throne. But while J lament my 'deficiency of 


talent in this reſpect, I have the conſolation to reflect, that 
the claims on the gratitude of the Houſe are ſo firong, ſo 


marked is the proſperous ſituation of the country; fo clearly 

is it impreſſed on every well-difpoſed mind, that I ſcarcely 

imagine there can be any effort neceſſary on my part, to con- 

_ ciliate and ſecure a general, nay, an unanimous concurrence 

of the Houſe. However, indeed, i in former periods of the 
7 War, 


10 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Comons, 
war, there might have prevailed a variety and difference. of 
opinion, concerning its origin, its Juſtice, 'or its neceſſity, 
and that even during che period of the laſt Seſſion, now furely 
only one impreſſion and one opinion can actuate the heart 
and head of every man reſpecting the neceſſity of following 
< up our advantages, and of purſuing the conteſt with vigour 
and perſeverance, as the only means by which it can be r- 
mately clofed with honour and ſuccefss. L 
The arguments that had then been urged'in- faves K a 
E and the appearances which then aroſe, induced 
is Majeſty's Miniſters to make two attempts at a"negocia- 
tion for peace. The dawn of rational liberty began to break 
upon the horizon of France; and a ſpirit of mildneſs and 
moderation had effected ſuch an extraordinary change in the 
minds of the French people, that the Government ſuppoſed 
2 peace might be concluded, and that the French Govern- 
— wonld -obſerve the conditions. But what have ſince 
appeated to be the views and intentions of the French Di- 
rectory? Fluſhed with tranſient ſucceſs, and dazzled by their 
vidories; did they not conceive the moſt ſanguine hopes, 
that ihe preſſure of our difficulties, and of dangers, would 
8 compel us to ſue for peace? There were not wanting even 
at home thoſe who inclined to the ſame idea, and 'who 
dreaded that the weight of our burthens, and the aceumula- 
tion df our national debt, would make us look for peace as 
a means of alleviation. There may be occaſtons, I confeſs, 
whete carrying on even a juſt war, may be attended with 
fuch dangers, and where the inſecurity of peace is far pre- 
ferable to the riſks of carrying on ſuch a war, But theſe 
are points which 1 do not now intend to examine. That 
we have had many and great difficulties to contend with, no 
impartial obſeryer can deny: our credit was ſuppoſed to 
| have experienced ſome decline; apprehenſions were enter- 
tained! of the approaching ruin of our Funding Syſtem; and 
a natjondl'bankruptcy was ſaid to ſtare us in the face; in- 
deed; ſuch was the E deſpondency of ſome weak And 
in boding miads, that the neceſſity of peace was clamorouſly 
| urged; arid even the acceptance of any terms which the Di- 
roectorial hanghtineſs might condeſcend to impoſe. But, 
however the fulers of a nation ought at times to be guided | 
by the will and voice of the people, it is not the character of 
a firm or wife Government to be diverted from its purpoſe 
by every momentary impulſe. Indeed, among the — 5 
and more > prominent features of the Britiſh charaCter, are 
575 ſteadineſs 
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ſteadineſs of principle, ſabernefs' of mind, and coolneſs of 
judgment, that ſeek and awaiz the evidence of truth, and that 
impreſs.upon their deciſions the laſting ſtamp of conyiction. 
But on the preſent queſtion, it is by no means difficult to 
decide; it requires no nice or intricate. reaſoning; its de- 
ciſion ſtands upon a {imple appeal to facts. It is unneceſſary 
now to ſtate, that had not the War been proſecuted with 
vigour, and had not our exertions been called forth, and 
ſtrained as they have been, not only might we have been ex · 
poſed to total ruin, but ſurely we muſt have incurred degta- 
dation and diſgrace. But fortunately, the full vigour of he 
Britiſh nation has been called forth; a ſpirit of reſiſtance to 
the inſolent attempts of the enemy has been excited; a con- 
ſciouſneſs of our own ſtrength and dignity. has ſpoken ſo 
forcibly to our minds, that no perſonal ſervices have been 
ſhrunk from; no pecuniary contribution has been refuſed; 
no. ſacrifice of any kind has been withheld; or,| declined. —- 
Spirit and reſolution have awakened the W e 
the conduct of the people. A new ſyſtem of taxation was 
reſorted to, and ſucceeded; the uſual ſyſtem for faĩſing the 
ſupplies was ſuſpended or relinquiſned. The Country had 
ſtriking inſtances before its eyes of what it had io expect 
from the pride or preſumption of the enemy. England ſaw 
and felt, that upon vigorous exertion; alone could it ſafel 
rely; and there was no exertion that it was not willing a 
prepared to make. This diſpoſition was ſtrongly evinced in 
the amount of the Voluntary Contributions, which has far 
exceeded our moſt ſanguine expectations. From being a 
people of peaceful purſuits, and little familiariſed with the 
uſe of arms, we have ſuddenly become a nation of well dif. 
ciplined and warlike men. The enemy obſerved the ardour 
that glowed in our breaſts, and the vigour that nerved our 
arms. They have deſiſted from the vain threat and impotent 
deſign of inſulting and invading the Britiſh. ſhores. They 
have ſhrunk from their madly meditated ſcheme of deſpoiling 
us of our wealth, and deſtroying the ſources from wherice 
it ſprung. Whatever may have been their plan of plunder, - 
of proſcription, and of maſſacre. a plan which, in Whatever 
light it might be viewed, would be found as wicked in 
intention, as it was terrible in aſpect; that plan our vigi- 
lance has watched, and our prudence has confdunded. 
In their attempts upon Ireland they have not proved more 
ſucceſsful, In vain have they ſupplied the di ſaffected with 
arms, and effected a partial landing. The few troops they 
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ſucceeded in diſembarking have, by the valour of our troops, 
and the ſkil}'of the noble Commander ho led them, been 
compelled to ſurrender. About the fame period another force 
was prepared in Holland, and embarked in the Texel, deſtined 
to co-operate in the ſame deſign; but their fate-is kvown, and 
their attempts were rp oy We" vigilance and. BA of 
TH ſquadrons. RN 

The ſecurity we * rom theſe ſucceſsful e and 
Fries the now therough inability of the French to invade our 
country, permits us to contemplate with juſt pride and exulta- 
tion, tire more dazzling ſcenes of glory that have opened on 


Great Britain, among which lands fo peculiarly conſpicuous 


the moſt brilliant victory that has ever been recorded in the 
annals of this or any other country, a victory which has tri- 
umphantly ſhewn that nothing can bafſte the ſkill, or damp the 
coutagè of our Britifk-tars:' But it is not on its fplendour Nona 


that we ought to gaze; its utility ſhould alſo arreſt our atten- 


tion; it is evident y fraught with ſolid and incaleulable advan- 
tages. The — that have been thrown out againſt our 
Indian poſſeſfons, and the fears we for a moment (entertained 
for their ſecurity, have proved equally: vain and unfounded. 
But all theſe vantages, great and glorious as they doubtleſs 
are, which'ariſe from that ever memorable victory 10 nk in im- 
portance when compared with the a. ga, and effort which 


it has produced on the Continent. There we may preſage 


from it the moſt auſpicious reſults; and however keen may 
have been our regret that our noble and gallant, Admiral ſhould 
not have fallen in with the enemy's fleet on it's progteſs to its 


deſtination, hen nothing could have prevented: it's complete 


annihgation, maturer reflexion on the conſequences will wholly 
remove that regret. Had the hoſtile: fleet been then attacked 
and deſtroyed, would not the world be now ignorant of its 
deſtination? Should we have had ſuch convincing and damn- 
ing proofs of the artful mne and perſidious mach inations of 


che Freneh Directory? Stiould we and the world have had 


occafion to obſerve, and obſerving to guard againſt, the dark 


and dangerous treachery with which the Directorial craft 


and canning endeavour to inveigle the powers with whom the 
French nation is united by treaties, and whom it pompouſly = 


| profeſſes to eſteem and reſpect ? For has it not at the very mo- 
ment it was repeating thoſe profeſſions, and holding out thoſe 


ꝓroteſtatations of — Anh has it not, I ſay, attacked the 
Ottoman Porte in what it conceived to be its moſt valuable and | 
vulnerable points, flattering itſelf, no doubt, with the idea that 


"i the * whom it thus wantonly and ven, attacked was 


' 
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_ ther too duft to apprelierid their defigns, or tos fer ble to reſifl 
them? But a blow has ſince been ſtruek that has aſtounded the 
monſter und permitied Europe to reſpire-andfrevives Are we 
deſmous to trace and diſcover varigus other 2 of this 
wriparalleted triumph, let us ohſerve its influence on he gegoci- 
at ioris at Rb ſtadt and we thall there fee ſprung from it the firſt 

fy tmptor-of ſpirited refiftance to the ambitious enctoachments 

of the enemy. At Naples and throughout the whole of the 
Neayolitan dominions, its effects are not leſs conſpicuous and 
encovragings  Whetever the joyful tidings have reſqunded, 

men and aneafures have taken a new tone and complexion. - 

Such are the pretious fruits which the wiſdom of g prople may 

reap ſrom the triumphs won by their valour. And is this the 
nioment to arreſt fuch a people in ſuch a glorious career! 

Would we attempt io diſpirit tbeir hopes and unnetve their 
vigour at a+ mothent' when keit inttepidity and petſeyerance 

hold out ani fecure to them the moſt valuable advantages, a 

higher credit; a more extended commerce; -a mehkoration and 
enereaſe of the publie revenue, and that to a pitck that rivals, 

nay, exceeds that of the moſt proſperous periods of the moſt pro- 

found peace Sutely ſuch is not the moment to dump their zeal 

or {aſpend their exertions. Some, however, will argue that 

theſe: very circumſtances of proſperity and . ſuceeſs/hould di- 

rect our attention to peace, and enahle us to effect its attan- 
ment. To peace, ſecure and haanurabſe. I truſti Lam as ſiua 

cerely diſpoſed as thoſe ho hold theſe arguments and language; 

neither am 1 diſinelined to ſeek it ſrom any footed avertian; to 

this or that form of Government, ar from: any antipathy to 

chis or that deſctiption of perſons vιꝰ,E may hold herring of 

any: Government. But it is to the peculiar character of tlie 

French Government; to the ſpirit that actuates, to the 1ewper 

that colours their principles and their practices, that; I would 
earneſtly folipit the attention of this Houſe and of the country; 
becauſe theſe are the grounds upon Which we ſhould ſerm ur 
judgment and regulite our condutt Do we wih t ſee thoſe 
principles and practices exempſiſied, let us doo to their deha- 

yiour towarus Switzerland and to the infant Republcscwhich. 

they have orested, und pretnited to- patronize. While the R 
eonferences| wert holding at Raſtadt, and à negecistienb .fr 
peace was carrying oh between them and the Emperor and he ö 
Empire, have they not violently ſeiged upon an im por tant poſt 
in Germany? ladeed towards almoſt every power their con. 
duct is the ſame. And be ſicles, is this the moment te jelax 
our end hνονν ,n the Emperor of Ruſſia ig dip A 
many and magnanimous : policy, eager: to ſecoud our opeta- 
25 Vor. I, 1798, ö F + 4 Vs "+ -+/10008 


* 


* 
"4 
4 


; 
4 — 
* 
- 
«© 
þ 
[ 
94 
7 
14 
8 
* 
* 


* 


* WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY. REPORTS fCounonp, 
tions? And are, we thus cruelly and unwiſely to damp the ſpi- 


Tits and deſtroy the hopes of the Belgic inſurgents, whoſe prin- 
cipal reliance is our aſſiſtance, and who ſo anxiouſly look for 
deliverance, from our , generous compaſſion? What would all 
this in reality tend to but to palſy the lifted arm of the Britiſh 


maren by lulling ſounds and deluſive expectations? What, in 


a word, would. be the reſult, but to repreſs the indignation and 


reſentment that burns in the breaſt not only of every govern- 


ment, hut of the people of every nation, againſt Gallic inſo- 
lence and Gallic oppreſſion? On all theſe. topics on Which 
have already touched, I truſt I have met with the general con- 
currence of the Houle, They would likewiſe, no doubt, con- 


, 
- 


cur equally in deteſtation of the rebellion in Ireland, and the 


deteQion of the ſyſtem on which it was concerted. and acted 
on. The encreaſe of our commerce, credit, revenue, &c. muſt 


ſurely, excite ſimilar congratulations ; and I fondly hope that 
by a, firm reſiſtance. to our inveterate enemy, and by a noble 


emulation of. the conduct of our anceſtors, which has raiſed us 


to the proud pre-eminence in which England is now ſeated, we 
may bring to a ſaſe and honourable concluſion the moſt ardu- 


ous and trying conteſt in which apy nation has ever been in- 
en, q as Ma I: 

Sir H. P. S. Mildmay ſeconded the motian for the Addreſs by 
ſaying : after the able andeloquentſpeech in which the noble Lord 


| Has deſcantedon the topics of his Majeſty's ſpecch, I feel, Sir, that 


it is wholly unneceſſary for me to go over the ſame ground; nor 
am I conſcious of ſufficient ability to attempt engaging the 
attention of the Houſe. The glorious victory which the noble 
Lord has ſo forcibly. deſcribed, ſurpaſſes every power of panegy- 
Tic, nor ſhall I enfeeble the praiſe already beſtowed upon it.by 
any unavailing attempt of my own, It gives me the higheſt 


conſolation to obſerve the ſpirit and ardour that ſeems to ani- 
mate the whole country, and which, promiſes the molt ſucceſs- 


ful iſſue to the conteſt, the continuation of which is rendered 


unavoidable. by the obſtinate ambition, of the enemy. All the 


ſacrifices that could be made have been made for the intereſts 


of humanity. It is not only, therefore, the encouragement, 
which naturally / ariſes from our recent ſucceſſes that ſhould 


animate our conduct, but, alſo on the broad policy of exerting. 


the moſt, vigorous and untemitting efforts until we can accom- 


pliſh the reſtotation of peace, upon ſuch terms only as an eſta- 
bliſhed Government can ſloop to accept. Theſe terms we are 


Ke ey, LS ho og Fes anne 
tance of our victories, and our. rapidly encreaſing political in- 


flaence over the other Cabinets of Europe. For this powerful 
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influence; thanks' to our gallant Commanders, ten thouſand 
thanks to our brave ſeamen. The elements fot a time con- 
ſpired with the /perfidjous projects of the enemy, but at length 
their end was defedted by the vigilance of our ſquadrons, and 
the ſchemes which they artfully fomented to diſmember the 
Britiſh Empire, are turned to their own confuſion. For the 
fruſtration of theſe dark deſigns we ate. alſo indebted to our 


Engliſh Militia, who, to ſecond the efforts of the army; moſt: 


generouſly extended the circle of their ſervice. As to the cha- 
racter of the enemy with whom we are contending, we fee it 
eminently diſplayed in their inſolent conduct towards Switzer» 
land and America; a conduct which glaringly betrays their 
utter diſregard of every moral and political obligation. To 
their deſperate ambition England alone oppoſes an inſurmount- 
able barrier; England is again vniting againſt them a formi- 


gqable confederacy, of which it forms the vital pulſe and foul: ' 


To give full effect to thefe combined operations, ſome ſacri- 
faces are neceſſary on our part, but to theſe we ſhquld chear- 


fully conſent, as they are by no means commenſurate to the 


beneficial effects they have produced; nor do I deſpair of ſeeing 
them conſented to, as the public ſpirit that manifeſts itſelf in 
the remoteſt corners of the country, riſes in proportion to the 
dangers and difficulties that call for its exertion. © Nor are our 
means inferior to our good will; among other reſources, I may 
well mention the voluntary exertions of many individuals, and 
from my own connection with the knowledge of the country, 
I may ſpeak highly of the beneficial effects of the Reflemption. 
Tag Tax, and as truly aſſert that thafe who were 
loudeſt in reprobating the principle of that meaſure, have 
been among the firſt to take advantage of it. Such being the 
fate of our reſources and the temper of our minds, we ſhould 
ſteadily perſevere in a vigorous line of conduct until we bring 
the pride of the enemy to that ſenſe of juſtice and moderation 
that will not only fecure ovurfelves from their ambitious en- 
croachment,” but alſo tend to reſcue Europe from its preſent. 


| Nate of oppreſſion and ſervitude. For this all Europe looks up 


to us, and TI truſt we ſhall not fruſtrate their expectations. 
Uniting, therefore, with one heart and hand, we cannot fail 
to defeat the projects, and humble the arrogance of an inſo- 
lent and unprincipled foe. I ſhall only add, that I'moſt'cor- 
cially Tecond ,, . an nog 
Sir John Sinclair roſe; He could not but expreſs his admira- 
tion of the clearneſs and elegance with which the noble 
Mover of the Addreſs had ſupported his motion. The topics. 


d elt upon in the Speech from the Throne had been cloſely 
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rſ\ued, and; a laudable zeal diſplayed: to animate. that 
Houſes and the country with new and flattering hopes of ul 
timate ſuccefs, by the exertion. of. increaſed. energies in the 
| preſent arduous and eventful;{truggle./ It was not poſſible to 
recollect paſſages in the fpeech of the noble Lord without 
emotions. of real pleaſure, and he moſt heartily concurted as - 
well in many of the obſervations made; by him, as in thoſe 
of the Honourable Baronet. who; had . the Addreſs. 
But though many important intereſts had been alluded: to, it 
was in a very {hght manner, and not only had the Honoura- 
ble Members paſſed over in ſilence ſome topics which 
obviouſly aroſe out of the contemplation of the preſent ſiate 
of the country, but alſo the ſpeech from the I hrone- 
Many particulars which he had expected to find mentioned 
in that Speech, had been omitted, and many that were inti- 
mately connected with the deareſts intereſts of the country, 
had been only faintly traced. Still there were ſome particu- 
lars in the Speech, which ought not to pals unnoticed, and o 
which he muſt call the attention of the Houſe. The rſt fea- 
ture in the Speech, the moſt intereſting, eventful, andanimating 
feature of it; that feature to which the eyes of all Europe 
had been attracted, of which every man in the Britiſh Empire 
had raptureuſly expreſſed his. praiſe this feature could not 
but have fixed the attention of that Houſe; and he knew, 
that proud would be the general feeling, and lofty the ſenti- 
ment, when in this feature Gentlemen beheld the battle of 
the Nile. It had happened to him to be occupied for many 
years back, in enquiries concerning the ſucceſſes of the 
country in her naval wars, but he never met with ſo brilliant 
a victory atchieyed* with i much gallantry. The peculiar 
circumſtance of the criſis, and the difliculties which he had to 
ſurmount, indecd raiſed Cord Nelſon to the firit rank 
amongſt the great and redoubted Naval Heroes of the time. 
And when he conlidered that the force of the enemy was not 
only ſuperior in point of numbers, but had alſo lain in a. 
ſituation fo eminently advantageous, that the Admiral com- 
manding it had pronounced it invincible, he mult think the 
Britiſh Hero gained a victory unparalleled in the annals of. 
the. world. Yet, much as he rejoiced in this victory, much 
as he/ could revere the gallant Admiral, the brayg and intrepid 
officers and men ho had achieved it, it was, he thought, 
impoſſible not to ſee; that by the mi ſconduct of his Majeſty's 
Miniſters, all the laurels he had won on former occaſions 
had been almoſt blaſted, his enterprizing companions in 
danger of ns} left to repine in n the failure of all 
| | their, 
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their ſchemes of glorious and honourablè ambition, while 
the force of France was permitted to return in triumph to 
her ports. For, in conſequence of the force under his com- 
mand being ſent in detachments to the Mediterranean, the 
gallant Admiral had been for weeks occupied in ineffectual 
ſearch, waſting his time after the fleet of the enemy. He 
would perhaps be told, that it were to impute want of ſkill 
and good conduct to our officers, to doubt that every thing 
had been done that brave and intelligent men could do, to 
intercept the enemy. He did not impute the blame to our 
naval commanders—it was the fault of Miniſters, who had 
not appointed a ' ſufficient number of cruizers on the ſtation. 
But for this, the track of the enemy might have been early 
diſcovered, and; no doubt, his fleet defeated, and his troops 
brought into our ports. So true was it, that a miſerable in- 


attention had been 'ſhewn to this part of the fervice, that not 


having ſmall cruizers, Admiral Nelfon was obliged to ſend 
the Leander, a 50 gun ſhip, with the diſpatches to Europe 
after the ation. Undoubtedly there had been a great and 
ſplendid victory obtained in the end, but Why was it not 
more complete? {4 cry of Hear ! Hear ! with à general 
laugh.] “Gentlemen might vociferate cries of Hear! Hear! 
but (continued Sir John) I aſk, why was not Bubnaparte 
brought a priſoner to this metropolis *\. Why was not the 
force of France ſucceſsfully purſued in its progreſs to Alex- 
andria * Why, with ſuch immenſe fleets, with the ableſt, the 


| beſt, the moſt enterprizing officers that ever waved a banner, 


was not the enemy checked and repulſed in the origin of 
their expedition?“ He would anſwer—* Becauſe Miniſters 
had neglected their, duty.” To the ſame cauſe he muſt at- 
tribute our misfortunes in other parts of the world. In 


the Speech from the Throne, ndt one word had been faid 


reſpe ing our Welt India diſaſters, yet in St. Domingo We 
had ſuffered much. Indeed, he muſt think that the ex pe- 
dition of Miniſters againſt that poſſeſlion of France, had. 
been either raſhly undertaken, timidly proſecuted, or treach- 
erouſly abandoned. If Miniſters ſaw i1 the character of 
this expedition its ultimate defeat, why did they not, re- 
nounce it at leaſt early in the conteſt. It was neceſſary to 
enquire into che nature and circumſtances of this expedition. 


It was neceſſary to enquire what number of trocps had 


been employed in it, the number loſt in its progreſs to the 
eriod of its failure, the ſums of money expended, and 


whether they had been properly accounted for. That 


Houſe would be wantihg in its duty, if it paſſed in ſilence 
N over 


- 
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over affairs thus important, but which had beets paſſed over i 
the ſpeech without any comment. Tt might be that he had 
heen miſinformed on this ſubject, and that his Majeſty's Mini- 
ſters would tell him that the forces of the country had not beer! 
S - - defeated; that they had merely evacuated. St. Domingo.” But 
| why, he would aſk, did Miniſters, believing it poſfible in the 
| end to take St. Domingo, ſend out orders to abandon it 
Another topic which he had expected to find agitated in the 
tpeech, wos the ſituation of this country with regard to Ame- 
rica. From the very great advances made toward the forming 
valuable and ſolid connections with that eountry, he did ex- 
pect᷑ to find it ſtated that his Majeſty had entered into new trea- 
ties of commerce, and of offenſive and defenſive alliance. Mi- 
niſters beſt knew whether any thing had been done to effect 
theſe objects. In the Eaſt. Indies we had alſo experienced 
ſome heavy loſſes, and owing to that fatality which had long 
attended our navy, he thought thoſe poſſeſſions had. of late been 
criminally deſerted, He muſt attribute it to this, that the Eaſt 
India Company Joft two very valuable ſhips in the courſe of 
the laſt fix months, captured by the cruizers of the enemy. 
Perhaps no national intereft could juſtly engage the attention of 
men more than its finance, but though in the courſe of the laſt 
ſeſſions the favourite project of raiſing the expenditure within 
the year had been much taked of, it was not mentioned in the 
ſpeech, which not a little ſurpriged him, eſpecially as the ſpeech 
touched upon finance. . Probably the Miniſter waited. to col- 
lect the ſenſe of the nation, from the reception it might give 
to the projects of the new committee of finance fitting? at the 
Manſion Houſe. But the right hon, Gentleman would do. 
well to treat that houſe, with a little more reſpect, and not at- 
tempt to revive in the perſons of a few merchants at the Man- 
tion Houſe the characters of-the Scots Lords of the articles, 
who previouſly planned and. digeſted every law. that was pro-. 
poſed to the parliament of that country for its adoption. And. 
vet ſuch would be the revolution that Houſe had to deprecate, 
- ſhould the right hon. Gentleman perſevere in ſuch conduct. 
For his own part he heard of the proceedings at the Manſion 
s Houſe with indignation, and he hoped hon. Gentlemen would 
aſſert their privileges, by reſiſting every innovation of this fort. 
He took that opportunity to proteſt againſt ſuch proj. ts, be- 
| cauſe, of all the meaſures of the right hon. Gentleman, the 
plan of finance faid to have been diſcuſſed at the Manſion a 
Houſe was, to his mind, the moſt wild, the moſt impolitic, the 
moſt incquitable. Hence would that Houſe find, that if it 
went into the new ſpeculations of the Miniſter, it was not 750 
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fible to know- what miſchievous effect it would have on the 
permanent revenue of the country; for Gentlemen would 
find every project with much oppreſhon, and unfounded in 
principles of juſt and liberal policy. The hon, Baronet (Sir J. 
S. Mildmay} had alluded, in the courſe of his ſpeech, to the 
ſtate of the country in the parts where he reſided, and of the 
progreſs of the aſſeſſed taxes, and Sir John was not ſorry to hear 
that theſe Jaſt had fallen fo ſhort of the Miniſter's expectations 
in productive revenue, and that the Land Tax Redemption 
project Was likely to meet with few ſupporters among the pro- 
prietors of, land; as every ſhilling taken out of the pockets of 
the land Niers by that project, would be taken from the fund 
for the improvement of their eſtates, and whatever it was that 
blighted agricultural indufiry, muſt in time impoveriſh the 
country. He wiſhed the Tight hon. Gentleman would there- 45 
fore unfolg his plans to that Houſe, or at leaſt enable gentlemen ; 
to form ſome notion of the hardens they have yet to bear, and 
of the retrenchments they mult yet adopt. It would be a great 
favour to hear a ſpeech from the right hog, Gentleman who - 
had been fo long enroiled among the ſeceders; but ſaid Sir 
John. “ I think that before the right hon. Gentleman again 
addreſſes this Houle, it is his duty, he owes to the dignity of 
Parliament, to make an apology for certain expreſſions uttered 
by him in the courſe of the ſpeech with which he ended his 
parliamentary career in the laſt Seſſions ''—|Ir being felt of N 
courſe, that the hon. Bart. here alluded to the affair between 
Mr. Pitt and Mr. Tierney, there was a general cry of © zo 
order { to order! | | &7 4 
The Speaker ſaid, that undoubtedly it was not allowable to 
.any Member. to proceed in. the manner the hon. Bart, was 
about to do. It was an eſtabhiſhed rule of the Houſe: that no 
ſpeech ſhould be ſubject to animadverſion excepting on the day 
it was delivered, or at the next ſitting of the Houſe, and that 
too before any ſpeech was made. On theſe grounds certainly 
the language of the hon. Bart. was diſorderly and irregular. 
„Hir John Sinclair continued. He was not aware of his being 
in contradiction to the rules of that Houſe at the time he al. 
luded to the conduct of the right hon. Gentleman, but he 
chearfully: acquieſced in what had juſt come from high and 


Q 


W 


reſpected authority;, and having recapitulated the ſeveral topics f — 
. dwelt upon by him in his ſpeech, he concluded by expreſſing 
his hopes that bur victories would be beneficially uſed in en- Þ 


 deavours to reſtore peace to the country, and not idly waſted _ 
upon the extravagant projects of a Finance. Miniſter, 


Sir Franois Burdett obſerved, that he had ſeldei heard a | 
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ſpeech made on a-fimjlar occaſion that was more lucid in its 


matter, or more N 15 in its n than the ſpeech of the 
noble Lord who ha 
many topics«euched upon in it, which however he could have 


wiſhed. to have heard diſcuſſed to greater: length, and certain - 
allyfions4mads at the prefent and probable future ſtate of this 
country, and its relations with the reſt of Europe, wifich would 


have gratified him much more had they come to him ſrom an 


official origin. The noble Lord had dwelt with great exul-⸗ 


tation on the memorable naval victory atchieved at th Mouth 


of the Nile, and certainly every man muſt on that this bril- 


liant atchievement of our navy entitled our officers and ſea- 


men to every poſſible applauſe; but he muſt be permitted to 


ſay, that whether it benefited the country or not, would wholly 


depend on the wiſdom or want of wiſdoa of Miniſters. From 


his Majeſty's ſpeech, little elſe was to be collected on this ſub» 


ject, than that our-yiftories were to be regarded as the ſignals | 
of new expeditions, and the elements -of new - burdens to be 
raiſed on the people, It did not appear from it, that the bene= _ 
fit the country was to derive from naval viclories would be 


peace, and yet peace was what the country above all things 
moſt required. It was to be apprehended from the ſpeech, that 
the victory of Admiral Nelſon would produce an union of 


ſtates that, before that event, were adverſe; to each other, and 
enable us to preſerve the balance of Europe. He could cheer- 
fully conſent to our joining with the Powers of Europe to ob- 


tain peace, but if, on the contrary, the Miniſters merely ſought 


do inſtigate the country to continue the war without an object, 


he ſhould conſider the victory not as the forerunner of proſpe- 


rity, but as the forerunner of calamity, In his Majeſty's ſpeech, : 


there was a ſtudied. ambiguity of expreſhon, and it was, there- 


fore impoſſible to diſcover what would be the  meagJures of Mi. 


niſtersz What the line of policy they would henceforth pur- 


ſue; what the ſacrifices the country would be required to make 

to advance ſuture meaſures of ambition or of Ri Py There 

was nat one word in the ſpeech about our mighty Allies ; no- 
thing of the zealous and auguſt Emperor of 8 

faithful and gallant King- o Pruſſia; inſtead of theſe we had 


ermany, of the 


besen pronounced to us on the wiſdom and magnanimity 


of the Emperor of Rufſia, and the. prompt deciſion of the Ot- 
toman Porte. But before he could conſent to the Miniſter's 
plans for the extenſion of our commerce, and for inereaſing our 
proſperity. he muſt know, what were the objects of the conteſt. 
33 not diffieult to ſwell periods with © commerce and proſ- 
perity, but the. man * ſhould not be N with the 
#:48 imediate It 
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immediate views of the Right Hon. Gentleman, would but ill 
diſcharge his duty to his conſtituents by cindplicitly* confiding 
to him the preſervation of the one, or the application of means 
to inereaſe the other. His attention had been partichlarly fixed 
upon that part of the ſpecch, that holds out the promiſe, not 
that we ſhall. be able to procure peace, but that we ſhall ac- 
complith the deliverance of Europe. To him theſe words 
were not intelligible. Would it be to reſtore Belgium to te 
Emperor that the country would again be made to empty its 
coffers into the pockets of that Prince? Or, as the noble Lord 
had ſaid, to reſtore Italy to its ancient ſtate, from the domina- 
tion of France; Here Lord Grenville Leviſon ſaid that he 
had merely meant that it might ultimately be among the bene- 
ficial effects of increaſed and petſevering exertions on the part 
of this country and the other flates of Europe, to arreſt Italy 
from the domination of France.] Sir Francis, in reſuming 
his ſpeech, wiſhed to be diſtinctly told what were the ojetts of 
Miniſters. He thought that all coalitions, if they did not ſue- 
ceed at firſt, would not ſucceed afterwards ; and the wiſe of all 
ages had been accuſtomed to regard with much jealouſy the re- 
coalition of ſtates that, ea 0 the ſame conteſt, had one 
after the other receded whenever its intereſt and advantage con- 
ſiſted in the making peace with the common enemy. He wiſhed 
to know, whether new coalitions could be expected to ſucceed : 
againſt France in the plenitude of her ſtrength, when no in- 
ſurrection diſtracts her interior, with a' diſciplined army not 
more inured to active and fatiguing ſer vice than to vi 
with immenſe extended territory, and allies who muſt be de- 
pendent upon in every war? She undertakes and fights her 
battles, when in her diſtracted ſtare, in the infancy of her pow - 
ers, without armies, het ancient territory not at every point 
well ſecured or ſkilfully fortified; without allies; ſtanding 
naked and alone; the prize for which 3 Europe was to 
contend with all its might, with as diſciplined troops and the 
reſources of England 5 for their ſupply—if when thus 
diſordered, poor, and deſerted,” France could not be conquered; 
if the Emperor, the Kings of Pruffia, Spain, and Portugal, 
could not make any impreſſion on her, he would be glad to 
know whether it could now be with any colour of reaſon ex- 
pected that the war of a now coalition, riſing out of the ruins 
of the old, can be carried on with ſucceſs? ' But that Houſe 
had been told that the ſituation of Ireland was leſs diſtracted, 
and that the internal affairs of this country proſper much. He 
mould not on that occaſion take up the time of Hon. Gentle» 
men on the laſt of theſe curious topics; and of the * 
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| of Iteland, he thought Miniſters had not much to boaſt. 
He thought the ſyſtem carrying on there wore, at the time he 
was fpeaking, a moſt le aſpect, yet neither would he 
a nor of the rumoured union, at that time ſay. one word. 
he laſt was a meaſure that excluſively belonged to his Ma- 
jeſty s Miniſters, and the progreſs of their ſyſtem had indelibly 
impreſſed every inch of ground over which it marched with its 
character, However, he could not but make ſome comments 
on the latter part of the ſpeech. He thought it the duty of 
every man to repel every attack on the laws, the liberties, and 
the conſtitution of his country: and if every man had felt the 
force of this duty as early as he had felt it—had as De 
, 


ſought to preſerve the pholochody of our privileges untouch 
undeformed and undiminiſhed, he was certain the laws, the 
n gonſtitution of the people of England had till 
hen, and might have for eyer remained what they were in the 
beſt times, and under the wiſeſt dominations. But they had been 
indeed attacked with violence; and the men who held the aw- 
ful ſituations of Conſervators of the public ſafety, who had the 
; command of the veſſel of the State, had criminally deſerted their 
gle conſtitutional poſts, and though favoured by ;proſperous 


les, they had thrown overboard the ballaſt Conſtitution, and 
iſabled the national bark for ever. This attack on the Jaws 
of the Conſtitution, ;..this abridgement of the privileges of Eng- 
lſhmen was the work of his Majeſty's Miniſters, but could 
not have been ſucceſsfully attempted by them, had every man 
truly felt and manfully diſcharged bis duty to himſelf and his 
obligations ta his country. They could not have divided the 
nation àgainſt itſelf, have uſurped the Juriſprudence, of the 
country: the, unjuſt encroachments of Executive Government 
on che Conſtitution had. been impracticaple, apd no Miniſtry 
would have dared to deforin the face of the country with their 
Baſtiles. Having had theſe grie vances to complain of, he next 
thought it his duty to ſay a few, words on the part of the people. 
He believed the language of every true and honeſt Engliſhman 
would be, If Afiniſters really; think it deſirable te produce 
unanimity in che county, ſo neceſſary to. its [tranquillity and 
the general ſaſety af Europe, let us be reſtored tq our good old 
laws ſor our rule of action, let us ſee the Baſtiles deſtroyed, the 
Conſtitution reſtored to its priſtine, vigour, and a fair repreſen- 
tation of the people in their Parliament; for, without theſe, to 
call upon men ſor unconditional ſupport, is only adding mock- 
ery and inſult to injury and injuſtice,” He concluded with 
et eee to propoſe, but if any other 
hon. Gentleman had any to offer, be would lecbnd it. 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequ er r faid, he 1 not N to | 
tain the Hoſe a moment from he vote; he roſe merely to give 
notice, that on Monday ſe nnight he ſhould bring forward a 
ra propolition on finance. 41446 
ueſti on was then put, and carried with. one diſenting 
voice only. 
Mr. Secret cory Dindas gay gaye notice, that he Mold the next . 
day move the thanks of the Houſe to Lord Nelſon, the Of 
wits Ke. SI the late glorious victory. e Ne 
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9 be Houſe met at half paſt one o clock. and after 1095 
e . | ; of Sali Au Lindo te 
e MIargqut alt acquaint ei. 1 
his Majeſty ala receive the Aldreſs of their Houle Talk 
&'elock that day. ' 7 N 
Several Petitions in caſes of Appeal, and cher Papers, having 
been preſented, moved, read, and ordered to te ba the rable, 
the order of the day was called r 

Hanks To REAR ADMIRAL LORD NELSON: 
The order for their Lordſhi s being bösen chat ay 
having been read, e 
Eatl Spencer, as firſt Lord of the Admiralty A to move 
the thanks of the Houſe to Rear Admiral Lo Nelſon, for his 
brilliant victory off the mouth of the Nile on the firſt of Au- 
El laſt, which his Lordſhip reminded the Houſe hat DP the 
bje& of praife of the higheſt ſtile in the ſpe eches of 'almbR 
| every noble Lord who took part in the Jebats of the 4 — 55 
evening. Whenever he had felt it his duty to move the Hou 
on a ſimilar occaſion, his Lordſhip ſaid he had always declared, 
and truly declared, how inadequate he found himſelf to the 
eas taſk of ended vourin ug to do juſtice io the particular 
and extraordinary merits of the gallant officers in whoſe beh 
He called upon their Lordſhips to beſtow their moſt honor 
| approbation. On the preſent occaſion he felt His on in 
uacy to fulfil his a8 in a manner ſatisfaQorily to his feelin 
fn more, but fortunately for him, -all that conld be ſaid Tings 
the ſubject, was wholly unneceſſary, as the” gloriqus vict 
Lord Nelſon had atchieved on the rt of 'Auguſt cartied wit 
it its'own eulogum, and ſpoke its praiſe nat only to this country, = 
but to the whole world, more forcibl thay any the happieſt = 


frame of words could proclaim i it. er conſidered with 
* to the promptitude LY with which the noble Ad- 
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miral proceeded to attack a French fleet greatly ſuperior to his 
' © own, not only in nyinber of ſhips, but in number of men, 
3% weight of metal, and fitneſs of condition, or in the two other 
\ views, of the extent of the ſucceſs, and the very important and 
x | wide variety of beneficial conſequences that muſt neceſſarily 
N reſult, and had indeed in 2 great meaſure reſulted from it, it 
3 muſt be allowed on all hands to be as a noble Lord had pro- 
nounced it in the debate of the preceding evening, the moſt un- 
ralleled and the moſt glorious proof of the ſuperiority of the 
Britich navy that the hiſtory of ages had been enabled to re- 
cord. To enter into a detailed diſcuſſion of the nature of thoſo 
beneficial conſequences undoubtedly was not the fit buſineſs of 
thay day's diſcuſſion, nor was it neceſſary for him to enter upon 
any ſuch detail, as the admiration of all Europe, and the gene- 

ral expreſſion of exultation and joy which pervaded the whole 
kingdom when, the news of the victory and its attendant cir- 
cumſtances firſt reached England, together with the fixed im- 
preſſion of its value, and the luſtre and glory which it caſt 
around Lord Nelſon and the arms of Great Britain, that ſtill 
remained not only on the minds of their Lordſhips but on thoſe 
of all his Majeſty's ſubjects, ſufficiently manifeſted the deep 
ſenſe univerſally entertained of its magnitude and importance. 

For his own part, his Lordſhip ſaid, the more he reyolved the 
victory and reflected on its manner and the degree of its ſuc- 
ceſs, the higher it roſe, and the greater it grew in his opinion, 
and ſwelled in conſequence in his regard in proportion as the 
conſiderations preſſed upon him, that its immediate effect had 
lo'efficiently added to the preſent ſecurity of ſtill undiſturbed - 
nations, and protniſed ultimately to conduce to promote and 
maintain the general tranquillity of Europe. His Lordſhip 
purſued his theme of panegyrick in further terms of warm and 
cordial commendation, and concluded with. ſtating that nothing 
remained more proper for him to add than that he begged leave 
to move, That the thanks of the Houſe be vated, to Reai 
Admiral Lord Nelſon for his gallant conduct in atchjeving the 
1. viQory'on the firſt of Auguſt laſt, off the mouth of the 
Nile, and that the Lord Chancellor be requeſted to write a let- 


ter ſignifying the ſame to his Lordſhip.” 
I rd Hood faid, © My Lords, I cannot content myſelf with 
| piving a ſilent, vote for the motion which the noble Earl at the 
cad of the naval department has, with ſuch attention to tran- 
ſcendent merit, made ; the very eloquent and impreffve man- 
ner in which the noble Earl prefaced his motion, was equally 

8 to the hoble Earl as to the noble Lord, the gallant 
©  objet gf it, whole victory, undqubtedly, My Lords, is the moſt 
„„ TN - | ' complete 


' 
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complete and ſplendid that Hiſtory can record, and in its con- 
ſequences muſt prove highly beneficial and important, not 
onſy to Great Britain, but to mankind. . It may be 14 


ſaid, that the Noble Lord has preſerved from anarchy, dif- | 


'treſs, and miſery, three fourths of the world. No officer, I 
will be bold to ſay, ever more highly merited the gracious 
notice of his Sovereign and that of his Country; and 1 


ſhould have been greatly gratified had his honours been car- 
„therefore, as I am with the very 
meritorious ſervices of Lord Nelſon, as 


ried higher. Impreſſe 
diſtinguiſhed bn 
well as with the ſpirited and gallant conduct of the Captains, 
Officers, and Men, he had the honour io command, it is with 
infinite ſatisfaction I ſhall give my cordial vote for the 
Motion now before your Lordſhips ; and with equal plea- 


ſure 1 ſhall give it alſo for thoſe the Noble Earl will follow ' 
it with. I beg three words reſpecting the brilliant ſucceſs 
of the little  -+ rh under the command of Captain Sir 


John Borlaſe Warren upon the Coaſt of Ireland, which, al- 
though not to be in any manner compared with Lord Nel- 


fon's, yet it is highly important, and juſtly,entitled to much 
| praiſe: —1 cannot refrain, before 1 fit down, from offering * 


to your Lordſhips my moſt humble congratulations upon the 
zealous, intrepid, and able conduct that has been ſo ſtrongly 
manifeſted by his Majeſty's naval Servants in the courſe of 
the preſent juſt and nes war, which never has been, or. 
J think, ever can be exceeded; but I fully truſt, my Lords, 


- it will be equalled as often as opportunity ſhall offer for 


. ſhewing it.“ | % | | ' 
Lord Mints ſaid, he was conſcious that his feeble voice 

would ſcarcely be heard in the general exultation of the 
country on ſo intereſting an occaſion, as the voting the 

Thanks of the Houfe to Lord Nelſon, for his brilliant, 
ſplendid, and truly important victory in the Bay of Becharia'; 
' but joining,” as he did, in.commor with all Europe, in admi- 


ration of the gallant Admiral's extraordinary merit in the 


attainment of that great and comprehenſive object, he hoped 


the Intruſion of the few words he meant to ſay on the ſubject, 
would at: leaſt. be deemed excuſable, when he declared he 
could not fuppreſs his ſentiments from the impulſe of friend- 


_ - hip for the man, whoſe private virtues he revered not leſs, 
than he Honoured his enterpriſing ſpirit and uncommon 
' (killtas a nayal officer.” With theſe feelings, he was certain 


be would not be alone impreſſed ; every Fo al heart in the 


urope and the 
whole 


Ecpire would beat in unifon with His, and 


| 
| 
' 
4 
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Hoe Ko! would 9 9 1 Join. 155 the chorus. He 15 

xt Veste ary to enlarge th en upon thoſe important conſe- 

Uencęs. Indeed an e of eüſogium upon ſuch adyan- 

Ez was beyond 4s t only. is” 5 N but thoſe 

quence itſelf, Tbey tranſcended the ſublimeſt flights 

' b aaron 4 ahd 274 of t Fla na „langua e it- 

de PART no ade: uate terms 0 e © conljderes 

Meth aid, as on e of the mo fortunate Circum- | 

tx 560 1 fe. to have lived on intimate terms with Lord 

TE oh. ll ſeveral years, and though he knew that no mores 
E he coulg. utter woul add to his character, high as it 


a4 — 


pon the groun of e Epic Victor (fox ſo 1 it m 
ele 5 the Mouth e Me Nile le; 5 he fel t ie an 
TR of juſtice to the noble and abſent Aa ta declare 
from his own knowledge, that his 115 ole profeſional life 5 
5 a continued ſeries of exploits, ſo gallant, ſo fin plarly 
2 0 dy Qed, and fo replete with proofs of {kill 1 


1 1 79 ch or 1595 would. ave afforded a "baſis of 
i Ln fs 


550 enough for the prov eſt man in the ſervice to 
ve refied on is Lao in particular 8 as, an in- 
ance, Lord 'Nelfon'! 8 baten on the 14th ebruary, 1797. 
In the glorious | action in the Bay of Biſcay, under the cont | 
and of the great and immortal Earl St. Vine in in wh ic 
bl Nelſon p, with the utmoſt n had gone up with 


> SS <© +» 


' mſitance of which he had been an he; and there- 
8 re could [peak With perfect ce nce. Ws _ L 


25 and e to i 2. expatiating upop. Uis 
ordſhip ſaid, the variety of proofs 1 Coe extraordinary brayery = 
and ſkill which Lord Nelſon, though 2 young officer; had 
given the courſe of his life, were all ſo rains and ſplengid ; 
that when each occurred, it was the general opinion that the - 
laſt couſd never be exceeded, nor could it have been but by 
dim elf, as the late unparalleled atchievement evinced, — 
in extent of ſucceſs, of glory te his country's arms, of ad- 
vanta e to her 0 add 1oſe of all Europe, as far ſur- 
© paſſe the beneficial effects o any one of his former ſervices, 
Sreat as they had all been, as the human, imagination could 
well conceive, His Lordſhip faid he forbore to enter into 
any. detail of the other OL. proofs of Lord Nelſon's 
wy to the higheſt regard; 4 e Officer, becquſe, in 
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mis mind, his conduct in the Bay of Biſcay at the Perisd tc 

which T2 had alluded, and his Conduct at the Mothth of the 

Nile, comprehended a volume, and in the importance of ce 
threw all. other evidences of his extrordinary merit at att 

immeaſurable diſtance. In ſhort, Lord Minto obſerved, he. 

did not know how the ingenuity of any man could Better 
contrive to diſplay the character and the true claim to fe 
higheſt reſpe& and admiration which Lord Nelſon was wy 


: 


1911 1 


titled to, than by quoting the ſimple, modeſt, and unadorned, 

but pious ſentence with which that gallant Officer began 
his diſpatch home, communicating the important news. of 
his Fag. In that their Lordſhips could not Fail to gb. 


ſerve the ſincere piety of our Chriſtian Conqueror, contraſted 
with the blaſphemous hypocriſy of 5 French Atheiſts, who 
to fill up the meaſure of their guilt, after havi 8 90 
abjured the Diety at home, and all pretenſions to. the ſacred. 
ceremonies of the chriſtian religion, had on their arrival in 
Egypt publiſhed a declaration, profeſſing themſelves to be 
worſhippers of Mahomet. What he had taken the liberty: 
of intruding upon their Lordſhips, might poſſibly be 
imputed ſolely to the impulſe of private friendſhip ;_ but 
Lord Minto ſaid, when the great and glorious public events 
to which every word he delivered. referred, were duly confi= _ | 
dered, he hoped the Houſe would do him the honour to | 
_think his obſervations entitled to be regarded as refulti | 
from a ſentiment of a higher claſs. Before he ſat down, 
his Lordſhip declared, that unwilling as he was to take up. | | 
more of the hours of the Houſe, at a moment when he knew 
from the buſineſs of the day, it was preſſed for time, he 
could-not forgive himſelf-if he did not ſtate, what neither 
their Lordſhips, nor the World at large could be acquainted- 
with, as marking features in Lord Nelſon's charaQer.,. 
They had witneſſed his extraordinary - merits as a naval 
officer, but they could not know that he was not more emi- 
nent for his gallantry at ſea, than his political wiſdom on 
ſhore. He had himſelf happily experienced ihe benefits of 
Lord Nelſon's continued ſervices in taking ſhare in councils, 

— projecting Apt directing modes of ſiege, and the conduct of 
military enterprize, ſo that he felt himſelf fully warranted 
to declare Lord Nelſon as ready and as wiſe in the ſciente of 

political knowledge as he was brave and expert in the con- 

bac of naval exploit. His Lordſhip faid, it naturally would 
not have ſtruck the Houſe, that ſuch an extent of ſtateſman- 

ke talent could be lodged in the mind of à Sea- Officer, 

„ | ; | Who 
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a woopr al PAR 
who v without heſitation —_ carry up his ſingle ſhip againſt 4 


- 1 bay; but ſuch was the pra de 
; queſtion, that in ſpite of theſe obvi 
tained the moſt ſplendid victory for his country, that ever 

ed its-annals, and ſuch the extent of h political ſagacity 4 


Britt ſh fleet. 


their confuſion that it did not avail them againſt t 
oy energy of his noble friend. He truſted the naval ſpirit of 


ax eln 5 (for vg 


numerous fleet and break through their line (as had been the caſe 
iti the Bay of Biſcay), or who could boldly attack a, more power- 


ful ſquadron of an. enemy, regardleſs of. the apparently ſtrong "i 


11 5 of that ſ Fare the menacing forts which gave it the _ 


heſt Any ut by. ecurity, and the ſhoals and dangers of an un- 


of the noble Lord in 


e had deſcribed. 


Vs Royal Highneſs the Duke of 2 ſaid, he roſe . | 
motives fimilar to thoſe of the noble Lord who had juſt ſpoken, 


and obſerved, that he ſhould have found it ry to lay a 


little morethan he now intended, were it not for the very warm 


and juſt eulogium pronounced by that noble Lord upon his 
fant friend, and in a much better and more eloquent man- 
ner than he himſelf was capable of doing. 

Hle was alſo in habits of particular friendſhip with the noble 
Baron, and was fully aware of his profeſſional merits: but at 
preſent he would — 2k his obſervations to the atchievement 
for which the thanks of that Houſe was propoſed to him. The 
noble Earl at the head of the Admiralty had 20 J obſerved that 
a detail of the beneficial conſequences of Lord Nelſon's victory 
was not the fit buſineſs of that day: certainly it was not; but 
he mult nevertheleſs ſay-a word reſpecting it. He had heard. 


that the French Admiral conſidered his poſition as ſecure from 


danger in every reſpect, and that it might wy attack from a 
Fenfidered in ſome reſpecis, his Royal Highne(s 


ſaid, he was inclined to coincide with . in opinion, and he 


would ſtate his reaſons for thinking ſo. Towards the end of 
the laſt war, two events took place which certainly tended to 


corroborate ſuch an opinion; the one was, when Admiral Bar- 
rington lay in a ſimilar manner with a ſquadron at anchor at 


St. Lucie, Monſieur D'Eſtaing, with a very ſuperior fleet, 


found all his, attempts completely 'baffled.: The other, when 


he himſelf had the honour of ſerving under a noble, Lord near 
bim (Lord Hood), to whoſe kindnels he ſhould, on all occa- 
ſions, be proud to expreſs his gratitude ; in that- caſe, the 
fame ſucceſs had attended the noble Lords ſition, which ſcem- | 


ed, at the time, to prove, that a Britiſh fleet at anchor 1 


conſidered as fo many impenetrable batteries; but. when 


Atheiſts had recourſe to a ſimilar expedient, og ung, to 
proweſs 


F | this 


difficulties he had ob- 
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this coutiry would be always manifeſted with the ſame ſucceſs, 
and that their Lordſhips, would repeatedly find, as in the 


ee vent of Lord Nelſon's victory, which reflected ſo A glory 


on that gallant officer, and on his Majeſty's arms, that Britiſh 
valour afloat was not leſs active than when at anchor. | 
His Royal Highneſs thought it proper to take ſome notice of 
the rumour that had gone 2 that there had been diſſen- 
tions Among the officers of Ear St. Vincent's fleet, in conſe- 
quence of the ſelection of Admiral Nelſon to command the ex- 
pedition to Opt and of the officers who ſerved under him; 
* oo which Ye muſt oNferve, that he conſidered that the right 

of the. ſelection of every commander and officer for any parti- 
cular” fervice ;indubitably lay with the Board of Admiralty 
and the Admiral of the particular fleet from which a ſquadron 
was at any time detached; and that, were the caſe otherwiſe, 
the public intereſt might 'materially ſuffer ; he ſaid this, with- 
out the Jeaſt diſparagement to the reſt of the officers of Lord 
St. Vincent's fleet, many of whom were his particular and in- 
timate friends; and a better proof of the advantage of the doc- 
trine he had juſt ſtated, or of the wiſdom and propriety of the 
ſelection that had been made in each inſtance, could not be 
wiſhed than the very eminent and glorious ſucceſs with which 
_ the enterpriſe had been crowned, As the noble Earl at the 

head of the Admiralty had well ſaid, the victory carried with 

it its own eulogium, he would not therefore dwell further upon 
Lord Nelſon's N aer merit. | 8 

His Royal Highneſs faid he was particularly ſorry on that 
day, as indeed he ſhould be on any other, to feel himſelf obliged 
to ſay any thing that could tend to give riſe to debate, but he 
muſt take the liberty of differing with the noble Lord (Lord 
Hood) who had ſaid, he wiſhed the honours of Lord Nelſon” 
had been carried higher. That was, in the firſt place, a topic 
not very fit to be diſcuſſed in that Houſe, as he conceived, be- 
cauſe it was the undoubted , prerogative of the Crown to diſtri- 
bute honours - mercy and rewards being in fact the two moſt 
glorious preropatives of his Majeſty —and the very ſame reaſon- 
ing that he had uſed reſpecting the right of ſelecting officers to 
command and ſerve on any expedition; which he had ſtated 
ought to lay with the Admiralty Board and the Admiral of the 
fleet from which a ſquadron was detached, applied in this caſe. _ 
- Beſides this, be thought his Majeſty had been well adviſed in 
conferring upon Rear Admiral Nelſon his preſent honour, be- 
cCauſe it was to. be recollected that he was a young flag officer, 

and not à commander in chief, but only at the head of a de- 

tached ſquadron, and in the diſtribution of honours due regard 

Vox. J. 1798. e muſt 
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muſt be had to rank, or the diſcipline and ſubordination of the 
army would be ſubverted. In theſe views, he thought the ho- 
nour conferred upon him perfectly proper at preſent. With 


regard to what the noble Lord ſaid of the merits of Sir Jobn 
Borlaſe Warren, who was alſo his particular friend, his Royal © 
HighneG declared he entirely agreed. That victory was cer- 
tainly of very great importance and advantage to the. unten. | 
though be muſt confeſs of leſs brilliancy and ſplendour than 

that of Lord Nelſon. To the ſucceſs of Sir John. Borlaſe 
Warren he attributed the entire ſuppreſſion of the 2 
in Ireland, for his private opinion, was, that it was. 
tually ſuppreſſed,” The vigqur and exertion of ee 
in every inſtance during the laſt year, his Royal Hignels ſaid, 
he thought did them infinite credit, but in no. inſtance more 
than in their haying obtained an ample conf:ſhon of the Iriſh 


rebels of their — object in all their plans and proceedings, 
which muſt tend to open the eyes of the poor wretehes miſſed 


by feigned pretences, and convince them how. grofsly then 


_ creduli « bog been operated upon. His Royal Highneſs added 


ſome other ſentiments of general congratulation to the Houſe 
on the important ſubject of the day s debate, and concluded 
with giving his aſſent to the mation. 

Lord Spencer then moved the 1 of the Houſe to Lord 
Nelſon as follows ; which was agreed to nemine diſſentiente. 


That the thanks of this Houſe be given t to Rear Admiral Lord Nelſon, 
Knight of the moſt Honourable Order of the Bath, for · his able and gallant 
conduct in the memorable and deciſive victory obtained over the French 
fleet near the Mouth of the Nile, on the hs 29, and 3d of Auguß laſt. 


Aſter which he moved, 


That the thanks of this Houſe be given to the en N 1. offi 
cers in the fleet under the command of Rear Admiral Lord Nelſon on the 
iſt, zd, and 3d'of Auguſt laſt, who, by their bravery arid good conduct, 
contributed to the glorious ſucceſs of thoſe days ; and that Rear Admiral 
Lord Nelſon do ſignify the ſame to 2 e to nemine nag 


And © Ne | | K's 
That this Houſe doth highly a approve of and en * TION 


of the ſeamen and marines on board the ſhips under the, command of Rear 
Admiral Lord Nelſon, in the late glorious victory over the French fleet near 


the Mouth of the Nile; and that the officery, commanding the ſeveral ſhips, - 

do ſignify. the ſame to their reſpective crews, and do thank them for thain. 

8 9 Agreed to nemine 5 ues | | 
| THANKS - 
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ml, encer expreſſed his ſatisfaction in finding that the 
the text motion he ſhould trouble the Houſe with 

— we atiticipated by # noble Lord near him (Lord Hood), 
eln. the merits of Sit John Borlaſe Warren in the gallant ac- 
tion off the coaſt of Irelatid; 'which had heen productive of con 
4 lightly beneficidl and important to the general inte- 
s of the Britiſh. Empire; though, in point of brilliancyz 
ſplbndour, and magnitude weertairily fell hott of tlie glorious 
j. Nan Lord Nelſon off the Nile. His Lordſhip: ac- 
knowledged the uniform exertion, vigilance, and bravery of 
Sir Jom Borlafe Warten dufing the whole courſe of the war; 
but faid that uſeful and meritorious as all his former ſervices 
were evinced in his numerous captures from the enemy, the 
Wt victory obtained by that gallant officer over the power - 


bh & 


ful Freneh ſquadron, which, he — with ſuch emiz 
nent faceeſs off the coaſt of Ireland, infinſtely exceeded them 
all, from its eſſentially important effect — — ſtate of Ireland ; 


at the fame time, his Lordſhip ſuld, he wiſhed to tecal tothe 
minds of the Houſe the ſingular bravery ànd perſeverance of 
Sir John Botlaſe Warren, who with only three Britiſh frigates 
had contintied to wateh à French fleet of very conſiderable, and 
certainly very ſuperior forte from the time of its leaving the 
Freneh port, on the 14th of September, to it's arrival on the 
coaft of Ireland on the roth of October, and with a ſmall reins 
foreernent bravely engaged it and had taken moſt of the ſhips 
of which it conſiſted ; by whict' means the pfincipaliatteinpts 
of the enemy to invade Ireland, the efforts of the rebels, to- 
gether wirh their hopes, were put an end to, and the unnatu- 
rat rebellion ſuppreſſed. His Lordſhip concluded with moving 
the thanks of the Houſe to Sir John Borlaſe Warren, for his 
gallant eonquct in the action ſo ſucceſsfully. fought by him off 


the coaſt of Ireland, and that the Lord Chancellor do com- 
municate the ſame by letter. The motion was agreed to ne- 
mint diſſentiente, as were the motion of thanks to the officers, 


and the motion for the approbation of the Houſe of the conduct 
of the ſeamen and matines who ſerved on board Sir John Bor- 
life Watren's fleet during the battle and purſuit. 

The Houſe then went Arc to St. Jaines's, with their Addreſs, 
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xoem of Sir C. Farnaby Radcliffe, deceaſed; for the Borough 
of: Richmond; in Yor in the room of Land C. Beauclerc, 
who has accepted the Chiltern Hundred; and for the — 


of Banff, in the room of William Grant, Ty: wha, has. ac- | 


oops the office of Chief-Juſtice-of. Cheſter.. 
The Chancellor of the: Exchequer moved, that the Rev. Or. 


2 be defired to pee a the Houſe aan n 


Lord anne L en W vp the. Rat of the 
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yy New writs were ordered; for the N Oy” * 


Addreſs to his Majeſty, Which was reals an ors On oy. 


Motion for the ſecond reading, 


Mr. Janes ſaid, that in general the, ſritienents contalnadin 


| the Addreſs had * cordial coneurrence ; for he believed that 


every drop of blood ſhed. in the conteſt, and every Ibilling 


ſpent, and every drop of blood that might yet be ſhed, was 
owing to the inordinate ambition of the five DireQorial Def- 


pots of France. He took this opportunity to obſerve, that 
whenever Miniſters brought forward any plan of taxation which 
bore equally on every claſs of the community, it ſhould have 


his decided ſupport. At the ſame time he. muſt add, that he 


boped Miniſters would practiſe the ſtricteſt economy: with-⸗ 


out this our victories, however ſplendid, would avail nothing; 
and he believed that there was none ang them fo ade as to 
fog: that this had ever been the caſe. 

The Addreſs was then read a ſacend We and ordered to be 
preſented by the whole Houſe the. next day. 


-His:Majeſty's moſt gracious (peach. was ordered to be. taken f 


into conſideration the next day. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, chat h he had the acai Som = 


ven notice of his intention to make a motion to which our 


te brilliant and important naval lucceſſes had given riſe; and 


che victory obtained by Lord Nelſon: had never perhaps been 


equalled. There were ſome propoſitions of ſuch a nature, that 


— 


they rather ſuffered than were enforced by an attempt by words 


io render them more impreſtive; of this kind was the victory 
of the Nile. Some victories in the naval annals of this coun- 


try had been diſtinguiſhed by one kind of merit; others had} - 


been diſtinguiſhed by peculiar merit of a different Kind, la; 
ſome the {kill of the commander had ſhone confpicuons, in 


ethers the bravery of the ſeamen, while others had been diſ- 
AN * hem, ne conſequences and wo arc 


1. , 
wh * * + @ %*. 


* 
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It was ſingular, howeyer, in this caſe, that all theſe merits were 
here combined, and is was difficult to ſay which of them had 
been diſplayed the moſt. The {kill of the gallant Admiral was 
univerſally admitted, the undaunted courage of the” officers 
and ſeamen was proved by their attacking. and totally defeating 
anenemy's fleet ſo ſuperior in ſtrength, and, by its poſition, con- 
-fidered as almoſt impregnable. But When we looked at the 

conſequences of this brilliant victory to this country; when 
we. conſidered that there was not a corner in Europe which it 
had not electriſied, we muſt acknowledge the immenſe import- 
ance of the atehievement. It was one which, in every view, 
of it, had the higheſt claims to the gratitude and to the admira- 
tion of the country. Having ſaid this, he ſhould add nothing 
more to preface his motion of thanks to the —8— Lord Nei- 

ſon. He moved that the thanks of the Hou | 

1 Rear Admiral Nelſon for his able and gallant conduct in the 

HE memorable and decifive engagements off the mouth of the Nile, . 


ouſe be given to 


on the 1ſt, ad, and 3d of Auguſt. 


Gentleman would, excuſe his preſuming to ſecond his motion, 
and that the houſe would give him crocs for the purity of the. 
motives by which he was aQtuated.. They would do him the. 
Juſtice. to believe, that on every occaſion. he felt more pleaſure 

in ſupporting than in oppoſing any meaſure that was brought, 
forward in the Houſe. That day he was happy to be able to 
give his moſt cordial ſupport to the motion of the Right hon. 
| Gant. Flad a diviſion taken place the preceding day, he muſt, 
however reluctantly, have been compelled to diſſent from the 
Addrels, . becauſe there were ſome points in it on which he 
could not concur. On the preſent occaſion, however, his aſſent 
was unmixed with any ſentiment of diſapprobation. - No man 
could feel more warmly than he did every thing which con- 
tributed to the glory and ſafety of the empire, nor, as an Eng- 

. liſhman, could feel more proud at any triumphs which our 
navy, the beſt part of our defence, might obtain. If ſack then 
were the ſentiments with which he was actuated, what muſt be 
the admiration, gratitude, and pride, which muſt kindle in his 1 

mind, when he contemplated the unrivalled exploit of le 
noble Admiral. Whatever differences of opinion might exiſt 
among them on ſome points; whatever opinions might be enter- 

tained of the war, of its conduct, and the general management / 
of our naval force (and he did not mean to fay that dus de- 
partment was not conducted in the moſt laudable mannet), 

every Engliſhman muſt feel proud, that whenever an opportu- 


ö 1 


M. Tjerney ſeconded the Motion. He hoped che Right hom. 


* 


'Y 
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nity 6ccurted of meeting the enemies fleets, under Whatevi 
dfſadvantages, dur ſeamen were univerſally triumphaut. H 
Was well aware of the great importance of the victory of Le 
Nelſon and its cotiſequences, but perhaps he might differ from 

; the Right hon. Gentlewan as to the uſe Which might be made 
f that victoty; a circumftance that tended, iti ſome degree ts 
damp his exultation. The preſetit, However, was not the 6c 
cation to enter into that difcufſion, The ohly queſtion” H6Ww 
was of the merits of the gallant Lord Nelſon, and theſe ie 
ſhited in his glory. He hoped too, if it was not irregular ts 
thuch in this way on ſuch a ſubject, that other ſervices Wliich, 
though lefs brilliant, well deſerved the gratitude of the cbntry, 
would likewiſe not be piffed over unnoticed. No thin cdü 
eſtimate more highly than he did the importance” of 6ut Fatt- 
India poſſeffiotis, and he hoped, from the corifident language it 
oy Work | 


F - 


oe Ee ̃ n-j3—-ʃt , r 


the King's ſpeech, in which the expedition by Which 

_ thiteatetied was ſpoken of, that all apprehenfions for their Tt 
were remoyed, As he had no official means 6f iniforrijarioh' 6 
tlie fubje, and as an army of the enemy was ſtill Taid to exiſt 

= thredten it, he truſted He was not too defporidertt of bt 

fafety, if he was not ſo fangulne about its deſtructiot is fore 

appeared to be. But there was another branch of the érmpfte, 

the fafcty of which was owing, in zn etment degtee, to 2 Hts 

difplay 6f our naval — lie alldded to #6 rind 

ned by Sir John Borlafe Warren off the toaft' of Ireland. 

T6 hoped that the'thattks'of the Houſe would like wiſt be given 
to that officer for the” very important victory he had obtained. 
Nothing, indeed, could exceed the importance of that victoty. 
It had ſet our minds at eafe feſpecting the ſafety of the emipire.- 

Whatever might be our differences on ſome points, there were 
points on which we all agreed, and ſurely the integrity of gut 
empire was one of theſe. Thanks to the victory of Sit fohn 
Warren, we might now difcufs the affairs of Ireland Without 
being afraid of French interferences. Of all evils doubtleſs 
foreign interference Was the moſt to be deprecated. But when 
we cotifidered what muſt have been the coriſequetices of French” 

 interferences/ in Ireland, we ouglit to feel "doubly grateful to 

thoſe by whoſe exertions we had been relieved anxiety 

on that ſubje&, He truſted he would be forgiven for ſaying” 

thus much, irregularty certainly, on this point. He knew that 

there was a difference in the brilliancy of one action and an- 

other, and if any mode could be devifed of accommodating the 
deegree of teſtimony of thanks to the octafion, without Rurt- 
ing the feelings of thoſe concerned, it would be well; yet there 

TT | ts We IE: conan s Were 
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ere ſervices of ſo important a nature as to be juſtly 
wore. 40 155 EE the Houſe, and of this kind he 

thou ht the merits of Sir J. B. Warren. 

Me. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that the honourable gentle- | 
man had ſuggeſted what was already announced, for the pre- 
_.ceding night he had given notice of his intention to move the 

thanks of the Houſe, both for our naval ſucceſſes off the Nile, 
and off the coaſt of lreland, though as the Houſe was in ſome 
confulion, the gent!eman had not obſerved it, 

Mr. Hobhouje ſaid, every Engliſhman muſt be filled with 

ride and admiration, in contemplating the achievement of 
| 75 Nelſon. There were ſome very important features 
0 the character of that gallant Admiral which had not 

een noticed; theſe were his modeſty and piety; ; his modeſ- 
ty, in ſtating, that, when wounded, the conduct of the ſhip 
devolved upon Captain Berry, and that the fervice fuſtained 
no loſs by that circumſtance ; his piety, in aſcribing the 
itn to Providence, He withed that ſome further reward 
were beſtowed on Admiral Nelſon, ſuch. as in the caſe of 
Earl St. Vincent and Lord Duncan, He allyded te ſame 
ecuniary proviſion. With reſpect to the title beſtowed on 
Fim, he jth poſcd it was owing to Lord Nelſon's being an 
inferior officer to Lord St. Vincent and Lord Duncan, that 
a higher title had not been given. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he was happy in 
ſeeing the cordial concurrence of the honourable 9 
on this occaſion; but they would ſee, that they were only 
ſuggeſting what was already in contemplation, and perhaps, 
though not quite regular in the way of notice, he might 
ſtate, that, probably the next day, a meſſage would be brought 
down from his Majeſty, for the purpoſe of inviting he | 
Houſe to make the proviſion alluded to in favour of Look 
Molſon. 


The motion of thanks 10 the allen Admiral then paſſed 


Adm. a... 


r an bar the captains. aud dice, to.thi lacs - 


men and marines of the feet in the uſual manner, rape fc 


then paſſed nem. con, 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that while thus cxpreſing 
N ſenſe of the merit of the living officers, it was. uſual 
likewiſe to give ſome teſtimony o « veneration for the me- 
mory of thoſe who unfortunately fell. One of the ae 


(IT 0 


tains of the fleet who had Np hed himſelf 2 
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(captain Weſtebtt,) had been Killed i in the aQtion. He: now 
moved therefore, Wen 


9 


| That an humble addreſs be w to his Majeſty, Ma 1 

| that. his Majeſty will be pleaſed to give directions, that a monument be 

|  erefted in thecathedral church of St. Paul's, London, to the memory of 

p captain George Blagdon Weltcott, of his Majeſty's ſhip: Majeſtic, who 

1 fell gloriouſly in the naval engagement of the firſt of Auguſt laſt, when a 

| deciſive victory was obtaintd by Rear Admiral Lord Nelſon over the French 

| Fleet off the Mouth of the Nile; and that this Houſe will make good the 
N expence attending the ſame. Agreed to nemine contradicente. 


That the ſaid addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty by ſuch members 


of this Houſe as are of his Majeſty's moſt honourable privy council, - 
ma to nemine contradicente.. | 


r. Keene (aid, that it was withif his Enowledge hut the 
1 of captain Weſlcott were, in a confiderable degree, 
aſſiſted and ſupported by him when alive, and by his death 
were plunged into great diſtreſs. He hoped therefore that 
ous proviſion would be made for his relatives. 


_— 
— — — — 
„ 


- 
* 


THANKS TO SIX JOHN BORLASE WARREN, 


* Mr. Secretary Dundas then roſe to move the thanks of 
| the houſe to Sir John Borlaſe Warren. He faid, that un- 
be: doubtedly. this victory was not attended with fuch brilliant 
3 eircumſtances as the former, ſince the foree under Sir J. B. 
Warren was ſuperior, yet it was important to the country 
| | in a very high degree. He was happy too, that on this 
T!: occaſion he had an opportunity of expreſſing the high ſenſe 
; he had of the diſtinguiſhed ſervices rendered by Sir John 
| Borlaſe Warren during the courſe of the war. Some 
. might ſay, that he was a fortunate officer, but with him 
this was no derpgation, for certainly that man was moſt 
| likely to be fortunate who put himſelf in fortune's 
way. The conduct of Sir J. B. Warren on the day of 
e ation was particularly meritorious, and e grell . 
. the action had relieved the public mind from alt anxiety re- 
| [ | ſpecting the enemy's attempts on Ireland. From its ex- 
1 treme importance thereſore, it well deſerved the gratitude 
| of the country and the thanks of the Houſe. , . * 


. That the thanks of this Houſe be given to Sir John "Borlaſe Warjen, | 
SM Baronet, and Knight of the moſt Honourable Order of the Bath, for his 
| meritorious and ſucceſsful SO the 12th of October laſt, in the * 

| da 


_ 8 1 


be?” 
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tal defeat of a French armament; Geftiried for ue MT the kingdom | 
of Ireland; 

Mr. Seefetary Diindzs ſaid, chat the ved ts ite cap tains 
wü not be confined to the rzth, as ſeveral of the hips 
were not captured on that day. He men moved, ; 
That the thanks of the Houle be given to the ſeveral captains; and E 
other cMicers; on board his Majelfy's ſhips which were engaged with the 
French ſquadron deſtined for the coalt of Ireland, in the motith of OH. 
ber laſt; for their bravery and galfant conduRt iti the defeat of that d- 
ment z and that Sir John Borlaſe Warren do ſignify the lame to them. j 

That this Houſe doth highly approve of and acknowledge the ſervices ' 
of the ſeamen and marines on board the ſeveral ſhips engaged with the 
Frence ſquadron deftined to the coaſt of Ireland, in the month of Ofo. 
ber laſt 3 and that the officers, rommanding the ſeveral ſhips, dp fignify - 
the ſame to their reſpeRive crews, and do thank them for their goood bes \ 
haviour. Both votes were a to, in eme 


- Adjourned. - 1 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. - 
-_ _ Tavaspay, Nov. 22. 
"Liked Charles Semerſat informed the Houſe that his Miu 


jeſty would be rowdy to receive the Addreſs at hays 1 thres 
© . FM 


"44 


5 REAR ADMIRAL LORD NELSON. | 
The Chancellor- of the Exchequer brought pe dure. 


from his Majeſty, ae hs that ; 


+. George R. e ; 
His Majefty having taken into bie WY d debe the Genal and © 
glorious ſervice performed by Rear Admiral Lord Nelſon, in the memor- 
able änd "deciſive victory obtained. over a ſuperjor* French fleet off the 
| Mouth of the" Nile, in the Month of Auguſt Jaft, not only in the higheſt | 
degree honourable to himſelf, but eminently beneficial to his Majeſty's 
kingdoms 3 and being defiwus to deſtow upon the ſaid Rear Admiral 
Lord Nelſon dome, conſiderable and laſting mark of his royal fayour, as. 
= teſtimony of his Mijeſly s approbation of ſuch diſtinguiſhed ſervice, 
and for this to give and grant unto the ſaid Rear Admiral Lord NzL80Ng * 
and to the too next ſucceeding heirs male of the body of the ſaid Rear 
Admiral Lord Nei, to whom the title of Baron Ny1$08 of the 
| NIL EA and of Burnham Thorpe, i in the Coun of . ſhould deſcend, 


ber Þ IPD | I | i 


. 


. 
: - 


r 
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for and during their lives, a net annuity of 2000]. per annum. But his | 


Majeſty not having it in his power to grant an annuity to that amount, 
or to extend the effect of the ſaid grant beyond the term of his oven life» 


recommends it to his faithful Commons to conſider of a proper method of ; 
enabling his Majeſty to grant the ſame, and of extending, ſecuring, and 


ſettling, ſuch annuity to the ſaid Rear Admiral Lord NELson, and to the 
two next perſons on whom the title of Baron NELSON of the NILE, and 
of Burnham Thorpe, in the county of Norſolk, ſhould deſcend, in ſuch 
manner as ſhall be thought moſt effectual for the benefit of "We ſaid Rear 
Admiral Lord NEL$oN and his family. 


On the motion of the Chaneellor of the Eeekequtr the 


Meſſage was referred to a Committee -of Supply the next 


day.—Ordered. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that his Majefty' 8 


moſt gracious meſſage ſhould be taken into conſideration the 
next day.—Ordered. 


He likewiſe moved that a ſupply be granted to his Ma- 


jeſty, and that the Houſe would next day reſolve itfelf into a 


Committee of Supply, to take the ſaid motion into conſider- 
ation, —Ordered, 


Mr. E. Coke moved, that a new writ be end for the 
election of a Member for the Borough of Downton, in the 


room of Sir Wm. Scott, appointed Chief Judge of the 
Court of Admiralty.—Ordered. 


Adjourned, and 83 with the Addreſs to St. James's. 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FxipAv, Nov. 23. 


The Speaker, upon taking the Chair, achat en the 


"Houſe that his Majeſty had been waited on with the Ad- 
_ dreſs of the Houſe ; to which his "Majeſty was ng to 
return a moſt gracious anſwer. 

Mr. Lagen preſented a petition from the Wilbers con- 


fined for debt at Worceſter, praying for relief. Ordered to 
lie on the Table. 


Mr. Dickens-preſented a petition from the. priſoners con- 


fined in Northampton gaol, alſo praying for rehef, —Ordered 


to lie on the Table. 


Mr. H. Addington preſented a petition from Sarah Baker, 


praying for leave to enlarge the theatre of Rocheſter. mr 
dered to lie on the table. 


On the motion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer it was 
| videted, 


- 


” 


= 


ordered, to receive no Petitions for private bills after the 
L5th day of February next. 5 N 


- _ ADMIRAL LORD: NELSON. S| PENSION. 


Dn the motion that the Houſe ſhalligo into a Committee 6 


of Supply, in which his Majeſty's. Meſſage was referred, 
Mr. Jones ſaid “ From ng man in his Majeſty's dominions 


can come a morę humble and ſincere acknowledgement of 
& before us than myſelf. The vitory 
obtained by, Admiral, Lord: Nelſon. is. above all praiſe, and 


of the royal meſſug 


no language ] am maſter. of can be adequate to it. The 


conſequences are ſo, eventfu} and eventoal, that, if rightly 
followed up (Which I am fully diſpoſed to think will be: the _ 


caſe) by his Majeſty's miniſters, the noble Lord may be 
hereafter; (1 think 1 do not exceed the mark), juſtly, called 
the Saviour of Mankind, As to the armament itſelt; which 
is connected nearly with the object of the meſſage, when it 
lay at Toulon, I often hazarded an opinion that its deſtina- 
tion was India, but I could not find three people to agree with 
me. This, however, is only my private obſervation on. the 
expedition; and I ſhall only ſay, that I am ſorry. I was 


right, and that I hope ſome ofi his. Majeſty's miniſters, and 


ſome. of the Directors of the Eaſt India Company, thought 
as J did, and took their meaſures accordingly. I 

«« Now, Sir, L ſhall paſs from that long, awful, and ſo- 
lema ſuſpenſe which the nation laboured under; I ſhall 
pals, Sir, with the warmth of an Engliſhrnan, to the ſcene of 


aQion, that ſcene of glory to the Britiſh arms, that ſcene of 


confuſion and diſmay to the French—that ſcene of wonder 
and delight to the unlettered and paraliſed Arab, that ſcene. 
of aſtoniſhment to the whole world! —Here, Sir, I will ob- 


ſerve on the immediate conſequences of this victory as they. 
ſtrike me; from that moment the King of Naples felt cal 
on his throne, and ceaſed to temporiſe with the Directory; 
the cold Ruſſiap grew warm in the common . cauſe againſt 


the common enemy, the proud and ſtately Parte forgat. old 
_ animoſities, their mutual jealouſies ſubſided, - their heart- 


burnings ceaſed; they ſhook hands; the fogſn was rung, the 


* warwhoop was ſounded through their diſtant regions with 


the rapidity: of lightning and the tone of thunder, and thou- 
ſands of armed men ruſhed forth, panting to cruſh an expe- 
dition engendered in horrible, diabolical ambition, concerted 
and carried on with PERF IS the maſk of friendſhip, 
A irs 2 £2” 5 58 
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acted upon with extravagance, and wildneſs of perfidy unex - 
ampled in the annals of hiſtory, unparalleled ſince the crea 
tion of the world. 1 know not any word to call the expe- 
dition by, and 1 ſhall take the liberty to anglicize a word of 
their own for that purpoſe; the only one I think which 
can nearly reach its nature. Sir, I call it the laſt, though 
not leaſt, monſtraſity of that horrid, unaccountable, uyfathim- 
able revolution. KEN N 
« Sir, I feel warm on the ſubject of that revõlution, and 
wiſhing to ſay ſomething of it; but, Sir, I will return to the 
int before us: now, Sir, I humbly pray that the Almighty 
may go forth with the combined fleets and armies, and 
that the predatory army of Buonaparte (and ſuch I may 
infer they are, from their general's addreſs,) may be cut in 
pieces, and not one man ſaved to tell the tale in Paris; that 
the armament (of tranſports) may be wholly deſtroyed, 
and that there be not a wreck left behind. - 8 7 
« Sir, I have ever thought and ſaid in this Houſe, that I 
thought this a juſt and neceſſary war. I think it ſtill juſt 
and neceſſary, more than ever; upon that point I agree with 
his Majeſty's miniſters, and I afſure them, that when we have 
diſagreed on other points, I have differed from conſcience 
ſake. My feelings are very warm on the ſubje& before us, 
and 1 have gone to a greater length than I intended, and F ' 
thank the Houſe for permitting me to indulge thoſe feelings 
thus far; and, Sir, I now vote moſt cordially for your 
leaving the chair. | FIR i Eq 
The Houſe reſolved: itfelf into a committee, the Honour- 
able Captain Berkeley in the chair. e 
His Majeſty's meſſage having been read, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer ſaid, that as the motion which he was to 
make could not but be ſupported by the unanimous feeling 
of the committee, he ſhould content himſelf with moving, 
t that a penſion of 2000]. per annum, to commence from 
theft of Avguſt, 1798, ſhould. be granted tp Admiral Lord 
Nelſon of the Nile, and his two next ſucceſſors in the title.“ 
General {pole ſeconded: the motion. He thought that 
Lord Nelſon ſhould have an higher degree of rank. He was 
- aware of its being ſaid that the gallant Admiral commanded 
only a derachment of rhe Britiſh \ avg but he ſtill-was of opi- 
nion that the reward ſhould be proportioned, not to the rank 
and fituation, but to the merits, of that deſerving. commander. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer (aid, that, entertaining the 
1 * | a 7 
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higheſt fenſe-of the tranſcendant merits of Admiral Lord Nel- 
'- ſon, he thought it needleſs to enter at any length into the queſ- 
tion of rank. His fame-muſt be coeyal with the Britiſh name; 
and it would be remembered that he had obtained the greateſt 
naval victory on record, when no man wauld think it worth 
his while to aſk whether he had been created an earl, a yif- 
count, or a baron. To decide on the degree of rank to be 
- conferred, he muſt alſo obſerve, was not within the province 
of that Houfe ;—lt' was for the Sovereign himſelf to diſpoſe of 
that queſtion, * The noble Admiral was deſerving of every bo- 
nour; but it muſt appear that a ſmall degree of rank confer- 
red on a junior and inferior officer, was as great a mark of hit 
Majeſty's ſatisfaction as an higher degree conferred on a ſenioꝶ 
officer, and one who had previouſly reached to the higheſt ho- 
nours of his profeſſion. | | | 

= The queſtion was then put, and carried nem. cen. and the 
report was ordered ta be received the next day. 


SUPPLY, 


The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of Supply, 
fo which the ſpeech of his Majeſty was referred. That part 


ofthe ſpeech addreſſed particularly to the Commons being 


read, . | * 
'The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, © That a ſupply 


\ 


be granted to his Majeſty.” —Ordered to be reported the next | 


day. - | 
L $COTS DISTILLERIES. 


Sir Jobn Sinclair called the attention of the Houſe to the 


buſineſs of the Scots Diſtilleries, which, he obſ-rved, was of. 
much importance to the northern part of this kingdom. It 
had, undergone much diſcuſſion in a very able committee durin 
the laſt ſeſſion; hut, from the preſſure of public buſineſs, thoſe 
gentlemen were prevented from bringing their labours to a con- 
cluſion : he truſted that it was in contemplation, ſpeedily to 
re appoint the ſame committee. | „„ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that Government had 
by no means loſt ſight of this important queſtion. He ſtill re- 
tained his opinion, that a great: revenue might be drawn from 
this ſource, and that to be levied on an article which every man 


would allow was a fair object of taxation. It wag his intention 


ſhortly to revive the ſame committee, as in his judgment a- 
WA able one could not be found, © 
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SMALL NOTES. 8 r 
Mr. Wilberforce Bird moved for leave to bring in a bill to re- 
vive and amend the act of laſt ſefhon, permitting the circula- 
tion of ſmall nates. The amendment which he ſhould pro- 
poſe was, to prohibit the circulation of notes under 208. He 
reminded the Houſe that the bill of laſt ſeſſions was. paſſed at 
a a period of ſome embarraſſment in the country, owing to the 
order to the Bank not to pay in ſpecie, The preſent ſtate of 
our filver coinage was a ſerious grievance, which he underſtood 
it was in contemplation to remedy, as an order had been ſent 
in the month of Auguſt to the Royal Academy, deſiring that 
the members would furniſh models for a new coinage; but in 
the mean time, if theſe ſmall notes were called in without any 
ſubſtitute being furniſhed, it would produce a ſevere inconve- 
nience. He truſted; therefore, that the Houſe would ſee the 
neceſſity of continuing the act at leaſt for another year. 
The Chancellor of = Exchequer ſaid, that he ſhould not op- 
. poſe the motion for leave, as the policy of the meaſure might 
be the ſubjeR of future diſcuſſion. The hon. Gentleman had 
founded the neceſſity of the original meaſure on the ſtoppage 
of the Bank ; but though this ſtoppage was ſtill continued, it 
could not be faid that it was accompanied by the ſame embar- 
raſſment. On. the contrary, the circulation was now as free 
and as unembarraſſed as in the ſeaſon of our greateſt proſperity, 
If the ſtate of our filver coinage was fo debaſed as it had been 
repreſented, moſt undoubtedly any conſideration reſpecting the 
ornamental part could furniſh no argument for delay. But he 
confeſſed that he regarded the queſtion in another point of 
view. He did not think that the Houſe was preſſed in point of 
time, and he therefore thought it nigh expedient to reduce 
the coinage to a proper ſtandard, and thereby to prevent the 
evils and inconveniences which had occurred, 5 


Mr. W. Bird ſaid, that he did not mean to ſtate that we 
ſhould relapſe into our former embarraſſments, but ſtill 
thought that great inconveniences, would enſue if the act waa 
not continued. „ „ 

Leave was granted to bring in the bill. . 

On the motion of Mr. W. Dundas leave was alfo granted to 
bring in a bill to continue the circulation of ſmall notes in 
| D er 3 5 8 ae N 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
SATURDAY, Nov. 24. 


The report of the committee, to whom his Majeſty's 

meſſage reſpecting Lord Nelſon had been referred, was 
brought vp by the hon. Capt. Berkeley. It ſtated it to be the 
opinion of the committee, that a clear yearly ſum of 200ol. 
ſhould be granted to hif Majeſty out of the conſolidated fund, 
from the 1|t of Auguſt, 1798, io enable his Majeſty to ſettle | 
the ſame in the moſt beneficial manner for the uſe of Ad- 
miral Lord Nelſon, and the two next ſucceeding heirs on 
whom the title tall deſcend. 

The report of the committee of ſupply was brought up 
by Mr. Hobart, and it was ordered to be taken into conſide- 
ration on Monday next. ; 

Mr. Roſe moved, that the uſual eſtimates be laid defore the 
Houſe, viz. an account of the navy and army eſtimates for 
the year 1799, together with an eſtimate of the'half-pay of 
ſuch officers of the navy and marines as were not employed 
laſt year. The eſtimate of the charge for guards and gar- 
riſons, and liſts of regimental and warrant officers that are 
to be on half-pay during the year 1799 ; liſts of theout-pen- 
ſioners of Chelſea and Greenwich Hofpitals; alſo an account 

of ſervices incurred and not provided * by parliament. 
Mr. Roſe alſo moved for an ne of the probable ex- 
Pence of the tranſport ſervice. 

Mr. Roſe then moved for leave to bring in a bill to con- 
tinve for a limited: time the acts of the laſt ſeſſion for more 
effectually puniſhing mutiny, and ſuch perſons as ſhould at- 
tdempt to incite his Majeſty's ſailors or ſoldiers to mutiny and 
 _tlefertion. —Leave granted. | 
Aﬀjourted till Monday. 


| * HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
ns | * _ *.MONDAY,-NOV.. 26. 


Mr. Dingle: reported at the bar, that his Majeſty had been 
waited upon with addreſſes of that Houſe, and that he had 
deen gracioufly'pleafed to ſay he would eee ac- 
| corp 
a; ER brought up the navy eſtimates, Which were 
8 25 to be laid on the table. 
He thentgave notice, that it was propoſed: to have them 
taken into conſideration. on F riday next. 
; Captain 
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Captaio Berkeley brought yp a bill for ſettlin and: ſecuring 
a certain aghuity on Lord Nelſon, and the m4 next in ſue- 


ceſſion di Whom the title ſhall devolve, in confi deratlon of F; 


ehe eminent ſervices of-the. ſaid Lord. Nelſon to hig Majeſty 
6 ” the public.” Read a firſt Hogg and ordered to be Ted. a. 
he 9 75 next BY 1. 5 li 
e Herrelaty at War brou t u arm elti 4 
Ordered to be laid on the Nabe . P, 7 # age 
He then gave notice, that he ſhould propoſe” taking them 
into conſideration on Friday hex t. 
Mr. Serjent brought up whe ordnance effimates! "Ordered 
to be laid on the Table: 


'He gave notice that he ſhould propoſe, raking ther imo 


conſideration on Friday next. 
Mr. V. Dundas faid, he had now ff fen, purſyant to notes, 


to move for leave to bring i in a bill to give power to the Bank 
of Scotland to iſſue ſmall nates. The clauſes which he in- 
tended to introduce into this Bill would be, in ſome reſpects, 


different from thoſe of the former bill. He then moved, that 


the former act be read, which being done, he moved, That y 
leave be given to bring i in a bill to continue the fad act We | 


«Time ie be Hmited. ” | Ap beer alan er 
"PEACE. 2 


. A gave notice of a motion With, © was,” in is | 


opiates he ſaid, of conſiderable importance. It was his 


duty to move it; in doing ſo, he begged to be underſtood as 


acting as an individual merely, and not on the ſuggeſtion of 
any other perſon. He would therefore, without farther pre- 
face, ſay, that, on Friday next, he ſhould moye the Houſe to 


| this effect, © That it is the duty of his Majeſty's miniſters . 
not to enter into any engagenents that may prevent or im- 
pede any negotiation for peace, whenever there ſhall appear 


a diſpoſition on the part of France to. accede to terms of 
ce that may be conſiſtent with the intereſt and the dondur 

of the Britiſh nation.“ * 
After a few words-from the Chinceller of thy" Erbe on 
che inconvenience of letting the matter ſtand for that day, on- 
account of ſome buſineſs of finance, whieh he truſted would 


be ready for the Houſe at that time, the day Was akered for - af 


| this motion for Thurſday" ſe* noight;” e WEL TGT, 


The order: of the day for the Honſe” to reſdlve elf 11e 2 


a committee of the hols Houſe, to 'confider'of à fupply to 
begranted'to his Majeſty, bony us the Pe 
fell tata "© C 
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Lord Arden moved, that its is the opinion of this Com- 


mittee, that 120,000 ſeamen be en e for the Sea Ser- 
vice for the year 1799, including 20, marines. 


Sir Jahn Nauclal⸗ {aid, that conſidering the diſtreſſed Grub | 


- tion of this country in pvint of finance, and the diſtrefſol 
condition of the enemy's marine force, he could not 
thinking that the number af ſeamen now propoſed was 
much larger than was neceſſary : under all theſe circumſtances 
120,c00 ſeamen! Why? t1p,000 had been deemed ſufficient 
at the concluſion gf the American war, when the united 
force of France, Spain, and Holland, was no leſs than 140 
mips of the line eve oe circumſtances he could not 
help conſidering the ptopoſed vote a t expence and 
fuſion that ka be Tee / 4851 9 Foo 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was not neceſſary 
for him to. take up much of the time of the Committee in 
thewing why we ſhould have the number of 126,000 men 
voted for the naval ſervice of the year. The hon. Bart: had 
ſaid; the vote ſhould not be ſo large; for which, however, 
he had aſſigned no reaſon, unleſs an aſſertion, that [10,000 
would be ſufficient, as he called it, becauſe 21 6,000 had been 
ſaid to be ſufficient at the conclulion of the American War. 
Perhaps that number was as great as the country at that 
time had the mean of ſupplying; but now we had . gow: 
fortune to know, that in conſequence of the increafe of our 
commerce, the means had been furniſhed for enlarging our 
maritſe force; and to that, together with the valour of our 
commanders and men, was owing all the unparalleled advan- 
tages with which L ve had been crowned. All the hon. Baro- 
net told the Committee was, that 110,006 men were ſuffi- 
cient at the end of the American war; but wauld the hon, 


Baronet tell him, that 110,009 men were ſufficient at the 


end of the-American war to de{troy the marine force of the 
enemy, and to proclaim, by deciſive acts, the proud pre-emi. 
- pence. and glorious triumph of the Britiſn navy over the 


. whole world. So far otherwiſe, that this country would not N 
© ſegure tp itſelf a ſingle victory; for we were inferior every 


where ta the enemy in naval force; ànd the whole of our 
{kill and valour had only che good fortune of avoiding the 
great diſ [ and calamity of a deſeat, inſtead of ehing. 
by the voice of all py the moſt unparallefed glory. 


Under-theſe imp Rons. he was perſuaded the Committce - 


| .wonld age . This country back to the ſituatiom it was in 


be” 8 „ 9 
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duchped by dle cold decbnemy of Britin oon, Did he 

mean 10 lay that We ought not to avail-ourſeIves of the ad- 
vantage we propofed, but that we ſliould bei U generous an 
ts withdraw duf ſquadrons; that are dow bide king up the 
enemies ſhips at Cadiz, at Breſt, and at the Texel Did ue 
wilh to releaſe the remnants of the enemies ſotee ſtom the 


” 


{ncapachy.in which they are'blocked*up/ in their vwn ports, 


and allow them to come oùt, for the purpoſe of hazarding 


an engagement between them and any ſquadron of durs that 
may chance ti meet them? That we might wn ſafety a- 
Lard the experiment, he could hardly deny byt he did not 
expect it to bt the opinion of any man in that Houſe; that 
e e 15 preſent diſpoſition of the enemy, and con- 
ſidering all the circumſtances of the preſent war; we ought 
to forfeit the advantages whieh we now poſſeſs by the tnan- 
ner in which the enemy is blockaded? In none of theſe 
mg were w to find the wiſdom of the objeQions of the 
on. Baronet ;in our diſtant poſſeſſions ? After What we hard 
ſeen of the djfpoſitions of the enemy, that would be idle. If 
there ſhoulfever be x. diſpoſition of the enemy at any time 
to proceed to India, did the hon. Baronet wiſh that e ſhöuld 
there be naked and defenceleſs ? Or ſhould they think of pay- 
ing a viſit to the Cape of Good Hope, was it the wiſh — 


hon, Baronet that we ſhould be not there ready to repel 
Or ſhould they be diſpoſed to traverſe the Indian ſeas, was 
ft the deſire of the hon. Baronet, that we ſhould not be equal i 
to them, ſhould we chance to meet them? Or was it the 
with of the hon. Baronet that the enemy might. haye an op- 
portunity of {lipping out ſix or eight ſhips (a circumſtance 


which notbing but a blockade could prevem), and proceed, 
upon Tome unexpected expedition? Or did the hon. Baronet 
wiſh that Jamaica or any of the Weſt India Iſtands ſhould 
de expoſed to danger; and that it was wiſer for us to take the 
chance of overtaking them, than the certainty of preventing 
their coming dut ? Ot did the hon, Baronet wiſh that Oape 
Clear, or the northern or the weſfern coaſt of; Ireland ſhould 
be left open to the enemy ? Or was the hon Baronet-ofopii- 
nion that it was not ſufficiently heroie in us to keep — 
ſion of all our ſuperabundant ſafety? Where would the hon. 
Baronet deſire the reduction? Not, he believed, in any of the 
places he had entitnerated,” The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer tecapithlated the names of all the places Altcady men- 
dune; and coneladed with abſerving. Wat untihahe hon. 
Vatonet hac advanced ne mat had u tendency towards 
ag 5 . 12 8 n EI | 
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3 FALLS banners RETORTS. N 
Pee oof his aſſertig n; that. 110,000 men, are ſufficiet for 
coun nity \at this w/o Re Maud tale hes liberty: of 


os ju that (th th e hon. Baronet himſeſſ excepted mere Was not 
4 105 ividyal 1 in p.the- Houſe 4K. would — 2 Hoey dice 
5 the VO now before them 5 and under this im pen en, be | 
hould n6 ſay another-word, [© IEEE S, eo io ts 
"Mr, Tie eye "ſaid; that what Uſſenting voice. the-right hon: - 
Gentleman or Aid not expect, he could not fa r 
him be ſhould not hear any diſſenting voice upon tha preſent 
refölutieh, becauſe he thought it a menſune which ths fm 
ation of public affairs required. | | 
Hain g laid this; he muſt; alſs ER that thee wal > ol 
part of ke ſpeech of the right hon. Gentleman to which he 
could not aſſent; he had fi 1550 diſreſpectfully of c õ“⁸emy 
cold ce cm Was a phraſe he coulg i not allen; to. Eco 
nom Was an excellent hing, and it was much wanted, but 
it Was not in the vote now before 
Wiſhed to fee it introduced. The nav iwas the particular, 
and the beſt, as well as the favourite, ſeWice of this country; 
it Was a fort of ſervice which every Engliſhman felt coming 
home to his feelings. He Werders ad pleaſure in voting 
ſor it; he thought this the only ſervice that could pro perly 
ſüpport the commerce of this country, — was likely to 
curb the frantie ambition of the enemy. But he v for 
this reſolution with the more pleaſure becauſe that that part 
of the ſervice had been conducted i in a manner that did, 4 ; 
executive government credit. Nen 
Sir John Sinclair ſaid, he bad dead * cap] ital peel, 
but he had not heard any thing that made oh ter his op UE 
nion upbn the fubject. He Would eonſider on it W 1 
ſiy nothing ore at prefer. Rar: 
The reſolution was then put wi r 
As were al ſo che ſeveral refolutions to defray the eee 
of the above vote for thirteen months. is 
*Dhe»tefolurion®being reported to'the'Houſe, "the "Trey 01 


GE) 


committee that he 


was ordered for the ext day. eee Lian rt ort 
Agtred vg intꝰ a Committee of Supply eee 
nets! Des e tie tat e . 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſald, he bad ar wy" 
given notice of bringing forward a meaſure of l importance 
_ relative.! 7 finance.; He now. gave notice, that on that dax 
fortnight he ſhould have the honont of making a ſtatement 

of the whole” of the Ways and Means of the .year.; The 
1 of the * on N next was that-of c- if 

N within 


* 


5 


erer e e bh ear W % 
within the years « conſiderable part of the fopplic „ yh | 
principle of that plan had already received. th apptobati on 
of :the” Houſe; but What he had to p 7 750 e would, he 
truſted be done in & mode leis eee le than/ that. © 
the former! The principle, however, was the. ſame, a 
_ the advantage of it had been alreatly felt, and ſo fat Was he 
from apprehending it Would not be approved, that he ex- 
pedcted a general concurrence. There Was Mn little rea- 
fon for the Houſe changing the opinion it had formerly ex- 
preſſed on that ſubject, but great reaſon for confirming i Fj 
He ſhould not now enter into the detail of the plan; be 
ſhould propoſe that the reſolutions ſhould” be voted and a 
bill brought in in purſuance of them on Monday; he ſhout 
hett propoſe that the blanks ſhould be filled up, and then 
the Interval of nearly a week ſhould be taken to peruſe it, 
and afterwards he ſhould propoſe the re- commitment of it; 
that he hoped would'take place on Friday fortnight, The 
loan, and the Fears means of the year, he Pope to 


bring forward Hat day e e 
. G's l n 
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in ſucceſſion to Aar the title ſhall deſcend; in 3 


of the eminent ſervices rendered by Rien to his Wache. and 
the public. i 


he bill was read a fecond time, and ordered 0 be com- 
mitted the following day. 166 2015 
MI. Filliam Dundas braught in a bill empowering the Bank. 
of Scotland to iſſue ſmall notes for a time to be limited, or 
to continue an act to that tendency which had been, paſſed 
lat ſeſſion. The bill was read a en b ang ee tobe 
read. n nn. 3 Rn ee lr ts N 
$Sugrwo gti: Au COMMITTEE oF SUPPLY | 09h ee 


Mt Hobart brought up the report of 72 e r 5 
2 in which it has deen voted that 120,000 men be em. 

| for te navy ſervice for the 41 17 35 . IngJluding 5 
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finances; a ſituation which pointed out, &conomy as the 
great object that ſhould po, | elr exertiohs, and 
their thoughts; not that Told acconomy, as it had been cha- 
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1 He had carefully peruſed Stecle's Rik, and there 
e obſe 


member of that Houſe, not now preſent che meant Mr. Hil. 
ey) Here the Speaker called tie hon. Baronet to orf 
and if 10,000 additional ſeamen were now to be voted, it 
would only be acting in defiance of a recorded and unant- 
mous opinion of the Houſe, Which laſt year decided that 
110,000 were fully competent to the ſervice. Nor did he he- 
tate again to aſſert, and that in the hearing of gentlemen'who 
were well acquainted. with the affairs of that period, that 
ſurely a greater naval force was not now called'for, than 
was judged neceſſary at the cloſe of the American war. 
Then not more than 110,000 men were judged neceflary, 
and yet the force of the combined hoſtile fleets were then eſti 
mated at one hundred and forty fail of the line. But the ene- 
my did not now poſſeſs ſeventy fail of effective ſhipß: there 
was therefore nothing like the ſame number now neceſſary 
pn our ſide, and were the Houſe to vote a ſupply of naval 
force in proportion to the now J Forks Of the enemy, 
they could' not well exceed fifty five ips. If thers were 
0 thoſe in the Houſe who felt ſincerely defirous of promoting 
the cauſe of economy, now was the moment to evince that 
ſerious geſite, and to begin the urgent work of economy, * 
Where jt might moſt ſafely and auſpiciouſly be begun — we 
favourite part of our executive . the naval de arfment. 
.;; There were points upon. which be would beg ſeave nor 
Thoxrtly to touch, and upon which were principally grounded 


his reaſons for oppoſing the 'prefeyt re ſqlution And firſt, on 

a Tuppobition.of a peace being ſpeedily concluded; fecondſh 
| 220 PPP Niet nr . Ain 9 * 17 1 eo 
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on the. idea that the War might be protracted for fome > 


years longer; and thirdly, on the opinion that ry xt | 
| War was likely to recommence. "Should peace be ſpeedily 
concluded, what would be the reſult? We now have 
120,000 ſeamen, and , 400,000. ſoldiers in pay; but our 
eace eſtabliſhment would not amount to more than 30, o 
ſeamen, and 50,000 ſoldiers: immediately therefore upon 
the concluſion of peace, we wauld have to diſcharge at once 
the immenſe force of go, ooo ſeamen, and 350,000 ſoldiers; 
But wiſe and prudent policy had always made it a rule to 
diſcharge ſuch an enormous force as that mentioned, not in 
a maſs, but in certain proportions, and this moreoverthe ſtate 
of the country ſeemed to require; for he knew the country 
had lately experienced a ſcarcity of uſeful labourers, eſpecially 
for the important part of agricultural purſuits, and this, it 
was clear, muſt. prove highly injurious to its deareſt and 
moſt eſſential intereſts... Secondly, ſhould a war with 
France continue for a length of time longer, would not 
. wiſdom and experience ſuggeſt the propriety of then carrying 
on the war upon as reduced ia ſcale as poſſible ?: For the 
reſources of every country, however flouriſhing in appear- 
ance, are well known to be bounded, ſuch at leaſt as depend 
upon the uſual means of public credit and taxation; and 
how cautious ſhould we not be to guard againſt exhauſting ' 
ours to the laſt drop, by a blind and improvident profuſion, + 
This caution was hinted and enforced by an old political 
maxim; a maxim Wiſe as it was old, that ehe æruris et 
* imminente calamitate cavendum erat reſpublica deſeretur; and 
great indeed were the calamities that muſt. be created by 
- public profuſion, and that naturally ariſe from an exhauſted 
exche quer: and in the third caſe, if a general war is re- 
newed, ſhould not our naval and other eſtabliſhments be pro- 
portioned to the encreaſed preſſure which the enemy might 
feel; for while France and her Government ate neceffarily —- 
_ diſtracted by a continental conteſt, and her force divided; 
and conſequently weakened, would it not be then the plan 
of a prudent. government to curtail thoſe expences Which a 
ſtate of leſs imminent danger and of encreaſed-ſecurity 
would no longer render of indiſpenſible neceſſity On theſe 
grounds and arguments the Honourable Baronet thought. 
himſelf juſtificd in his oppoſition to any enereaſe of unneceſ- 
ſary burthens, and now was the time for him and every 
friend to the national proſperity, to make a land on the 
ground of eſſential t&conomy. That our ane. | 
F f migen 
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* reduced by five millions ly was offered to be 
2 5871 an Honourable Rr of , CONVET- 
Niiancial affarrs; and in this pl he was 
ee 8 Indeed no Horiout-os rewa „Wowvever 
a ſplendid, that could be beſfowed on At miral Lord 
elſon for his immortal ' ſervices, could impreſs 1poh the 
lent of that gallant offeer a more tively and ſplſd (fticfac- 
tion, ot Which he would regard as the more precions fruits? 
of his ever memorable vidory, than to be permitted to ſeg, 
chat it rended'to prevent his country from being overbutdened 
and oppreſſed. In thefe wiſhes and endeavours” for the. 
adoption of a ſyſtem of economy, he was refolved to perſevere, © 
and he would take every portunity to exert them as be- 
dcdaqme a Member of that Houfe in ee 8 
4 ſituation of public affairs, and the condudt of thoſe to 5 
+ guidance they were entruſted. rk be | 
Mr. Thomas Wallace ſaid he could by in 
opinion with the Hon. Baronet who h uſt fat 0 not- 
withſtanding the declaration he had made, that his ſentiments 
upon the preſent queſtion were the reſult of a cool An cure- 
ful examination. He could not help ſaying,” that he 
FO . aſtoniſhed at ſeeing the Honourable Baronet perſiſt in 
his op oſition; for had he conſidered, as he ſays he has, the 
of the department which ſome Gentletnen had been 
fed to compliment, he might perhaps have diſcovered 
that the compliment was not undeſerved; in fayitg'this he 
did not arrogate any part of it to himſelf; but on con- 
duct of thoſe who were more nearly engaged in that depati- 
ment, he did not ſee that there could attach any blame, even © 
if their exertions had not been crowned with the brilliant fue 
ceſs that had lately attended them. Thoſe who were at the 
head of the Admiralty were known to pay the eloſeſt atten- 
tion to their department, and ſurely the Honourable Bato- 
net might do them the juſtice to ſuppoſe that they were not 
unacquainted with what was competent to the naval ſetvice. 
They were alſo as warmly di ſpoſed to the exereiſe of econo- 
my as any deſcription of Gentlemen in that Houſe could be, 
and with every diſpoſition to economy; they felt that they ty { 
muſt prefs- the ſupply now r becauſe they Ener 
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it tõ be neceffary, and if ſubſequent events ſhould allo ibem 

to diminiſh it; they would be as forward as the Honourable ** 
Baronet to improve the opportunity. In the caſe men- 

tioned by the Honourable Baronet for attempting a reduktion . 
of our naval eftabliſhinent, oo r Wo alluded to the obn⸗ 1 
Vor. I. 15 8. 226034 01.7 1 Rog oY 
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ſequences” of Lord Duncan's. Victory; our naval force, it 
> _was then ſuppoſed, might admit of ſome reduction; the re- 
duction was propoſed and objected to; it afterwards how- _ 
- ever took place, and what was the conſequence—Did not 
this attempt at economy prove unwiſe or unſafe, and a few 
months afterwards was not an application made to Parlia- 
ment for an addition of ten thouſand ſcamen more? This 
art of the buſineſs the candour of the Honourable Baronet 
hi thought fit to ſuppreſs; but if he argued on the ſame 
principle, that a reduction ſhould be made this gear in con- 
ſequence of Lord Nelſon's ſignal victory, and if the reduc-. 
| tion were made and afterwards repented of, what. would be 
| the language of the Honourable Baronet ?'/ Would he not 
| then fay, Did you not recollect what happened laſt year? or, 
B Why did you not benefit by experience ? The Honovrable _ 
| Baronet is alſo very pointed in his difapprobation of keeping 
thirty ſhips of the line as guardſhips. Whether he has con- 
ſidered this point with the ſame degree of coolneſs and cau- 
tion it was rather difficult to ſay, but the reaſons of his dif- 
approbation he has thought unneceſſary to explain. But 
theſe reaſons it might be allowable perhaps to gueſs at. 
Does not the Hononrable Baronet diapprove of this part of 
the ſervice merely becauſe he regards the ſhips fo employed, 
| as keeping a number of men in a ſtate of inertneſs, Who 
might be applied to a ſervice of greater activity? But, per- 
haps the Honourable Baronet did not know, or recolleR, that 
. theſe ſhips were of the utmoſt utility to thoſe on more active 
| Fervice ; they ſerved as rendezvous and depots for the new 
4 raiſed men, Who were from thence diſtributed among the 
other ſhips in proportion as they ſtood in need of hands. 
For his part, therefore, he could fee no poffible benefit that 
could ariſe from this or any other reduction in the naval 
eſtabliſhment : on the contrary, he felt that any reduction 
muſt be attended with ſerious and real inconvenience. . The 
. Honourable Baronet ſpeaks of our naval eſtabliſhment at 
the cloſe of the American War. One hundred and ten 
thouſand ſeamen were at that time voted, though the enemy's © 
farce was then greater than that of France is now. But what 
Woas the conduct of Parliament after the glorious victory 
won by Lord Rodney on the 12th. of April, 1782? Did ? 
„they not followup the advantages reſulting from that memo- Fs 
| morable day, not by taking away, but by adding tenthouſand 
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. ſeamen to their previous eſtabliſhment ?.In.every war it was 
Prudent to place our. navy on a reſpectable footing, and not 

£4 f | $4 2 tee. 75 a 5 N 2 2 Fg & It + 15 75 * % It AC — merely | > 

' N # na 985 " | bo 3 A ö 


* | — * Fe 

. mi 
: 
«4 . 


Nov. af. | WOODBALL'S/ PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. ., „ 
merely on ſuch as the appearance or the neceflity of the caſe 
might require. Nothing that had fallen from the Honorable 
Baranet had at all gone to prove that any thing in the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment was ſuperfluous. He admits that the 
fruits of our naval ſuperiority are conſpicuous in the ſplen- 
did victories we have atchieved in the protection afforded 
to our trade and commerce and in the impriſoned ſtate f 
the enemy's ſhips; which continue to be blocked up in all 
their ports. This, it ſeems} is enough for him; but the 
war ought to be proſecuted with vigour and ſpirit; it ſhould 
be a war of attack, and not merely of defence as the Ho- 
nourable Baronet would have it; but the few men now diſ- 
puted about might make the difference between an offenſive 
and a defenſive war. The latter would be puſillanimous and 
inglorious; the former what becomes the honour of the Britiſh 
people, and the proud ſituation in which the nation now 
ſtands. To reſt in the languor of a defenſive war would he 
rmitting France to recover from the blow by which ſhe 
as been aſtoniſhed and confounded; but following up the 
glorious advantage of our victories will alone lead tothe 
attalnment of that great bleſſing which the exertions of the 
country aſpire to, a ſafe, durable, add honourable peace Lo 
economy he truſted he was as zealous a friend as the Honour- 
able Baronet, but in a time of war he was no friend to 
economy of exertion—in certain caſes ſuch economy would 
be ruin: the ſpirit that would dictate it could lead to nothing 
but to a war merely and purely defenſive, and to the pro: 
traction of the conteſt to an ĩncalculable length it is a ſpirit 
that by paralyſing our energies and erippling our exertions 
would permit the enemy again to breathe and recover from 
kis diſmay, and perhaps place the happy termination of hoſti- 
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lities at a diſtance not eaſy to be aſcertained, ldd 
', _.* General Tarleton aſſured the Houſe, and the Honourable 
Baronet who oppoſed the reſolution, that neither he, nor 
thoſe political friends with whom he had the honour to act, 
either now;'or ever did entertain an idea, of oppoſing any 
thing that went to ſtrengthen our naval department, which 
Was the pride of the nation and its beſt defence; on the con- 
trary, they had always approved of the meaſures that had 
- that tendency; and gave them all the countenance in their 
power. To the Britiſh navy alone could the country look 
| For a termination of the war, and the attainment of a ſecure 
and honourable peace—to our navy the country owed all the 
e _ ; glory 
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glory of its victories, and the impoſing attitude in which it 


now ſtood ; theſe great and glorious advantages ſhould: not 
be riſked: for any trivial or partial reduction of expence.— 
Such a reduction would be unwiſe and improvident in the 


extreme; the maintenance of our naval ſuperiority ſhould 


de our ſtudy and our proudeſt boaſt; and firmly 
was he convinced that che timely addition of Sir Roger 
Curtis's detachment to the force under Lord St. Vincent 
had principally, if not ſolely, contributed to turn the tide of 
war in favour of Great Britain, and for this vigilance and 
attention the Admiral had every claim on the ihavks and 


gratitude of the country. 
pun es 205 veich only | 


The Reſolution was then 
one diſſenting voice, namely, that of Sir John Sinclair. 

Ihe Chancellor of the Exc moved, that the Houſe 
ſhould reſolve irfelf into a We Ways * 
to- morrow . Ordered. 

. er of the Bechequor Wend that the AQ 

the is t be read, his 
ie cad Walde of the . 2 Engl 
militia to extend the ordinary circle of . ſervice. | 

The Act being read, | 

The Chancellor” of the eee faid, that te Houſe 
muſt be aware * the bee effects produoed by the ſingu- 
regiments of Militia who had fo nobly 


to 0 quelling che rebellion in Ireland but great and 
happy as theſe effects might be, their beneficial. operation 


might prove ineffeQual ſhould any diminution be 8 


made in the cauſe from which it was derived. 
Ireland might ſooner or later diſpenſe with that caution, 


but whether the whole, or only a part of that force could 


ſafely be drawn from it, it was not at preſent his intention 


to examine. His with merely was, chat the act ſhould be 


continued in force ſome time longer, and in this wiſh he 
made no doubt but that the wiſdom of the Houfe' would 
concur. He then concluded by moving” for leave to bring 
in a Bill for continuing Tor” a Te * Ia hat 2 
alluded to.— Leave ane 75 wr. . 
NENT N „ in,, TOTO * K 
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: HD: 
HOUSE OF LORDS. n 
WEDNESDAY, NOV, 28. 


1 Grenville brought a meſſage” from his Majeſty 20 
ſubject of Lord Nelſon's annuity, ſimilar in effect to that 


: 


delivered to the Houſe of Commons on a former day, and de- 


firing their Lordſhi 8 to concur in the meaſure therein re- 
commended to the Commons. 


After the meſſage.” had heen read by the Lord Chanceljor,” 


and at the table, | 

Lord 'Grenville faid, it was wholly unneceflary for him to 
detain their Lordſhips by a ſingle word upon that ſubject, as 
the fenſe of the Houſe on the great merit and importance of 
Lord Nelfon's ſervices had been fully and warmly expreſſed 
by all the noble Lords who ſpoke in the debate; Whit was 
concluded by an unanimous vote of the thanks of the Houſe 
to that noble Lord and his officers, a tribute in the higheſt de- 
gree honourable and flattering to them. He would, there- 


re, trouble their Lordſhips no further than by reading and 
moving the words of an Addreſs to his Majeſty, returning his 


Majeſty their thanks for his gracious communication, and 


aſſuring his Majeſty that the Haute would concur in 8 mea- 
ſure recommended. _ 


The Addreſs was agreed to nem. dif]. | | 

"The Earl of Elgin and Earl of 0 then took the 
oaths and their ſeats. 

Several accounts were delivered at the bar from the com- 
miſſioners of the cuſtoms, and a yariety of petitions, &c. 
in caſes of appeal, were moved, read, and ordered to o lie on 
the table. N. 5 

Rr to ten o'clock the next day. ee 


Uousr OF COMMONS. 1 8 d 5 
5 N "WEDNESDAY, NOV. 28. WHT > 


"The ann. the Exchequer moved the order of cht 


5 day, for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committee of the 
whole Houſe to conſider of ways and means for 7 4 a 
. ſupply granted to his Majeſty. . 
Ne having refo 

moved the E e Faellen: 


2 That it is the opinion , ,of this committee, that * rai og the 
ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the ſeveral duties impoſed on ſugar 


2 7 34th, and 37th of oh OY Majeſty, and allo the "_ of exile 7 
— tobacco 


ved itſelf into 4 a committe, he 
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tobacco and ſnuff, directed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament to be continued 


until the 5th of March n be further continued until the 5th day 5 
of March, 1800. 


4 That four ſhillings in the pound and no more be impoſed on all pen. 
ſöns; offices, Cc. continued. 
4 That the duty op malt, &c. be continued from the 23d of lo, £799, 
* to the 24th of June, 1800, ö 
Theſe reſolutions were areas to, and the Houſe bla re- 
| , fates, the report was ordered for Friday; on which day 
there will be a further committee of ways and means. 
Several public accounts were brought up from the com- 
miĩſſioners of the cuſtoms, * were ordered to be laid on 
the table. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer maid the order of hc 
day on Lord Nelſon' s annuity bill; which was for 1 its com- 
mitment. 3 
ITbe bill went through the 3 th . Houſe be- 
reſumed, the report was ordered for Friday. 
ig a committee DOR e until Friday. 
ee 6 


nmnmuober or nps... | Fo 
5 Taexspar, Nov. 8 


X The Houſe having aſſembled, i in order to proceed as Weſt⸗ 
mĩſter Abbey, e at its le to n to e 
GERT > | 0 . 8 
nobsx orf COMMONS. . 72 : 
e  FrrDay, Nov. 30. | 


Mr. Wilberforce Bird brought up a bill for Wat for 
2 limited time, the act of the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, far 
regulating the mode of iſſuing promiſſory notes and bills uf 
exchange 'for ſmall ſums of money. Read a firſt time, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond time on "Tueſday next. | 
Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the Cortimittee-on 
Lord Nelſon's Annuity Bill, which was read, agreed to, the 
bill ordered to be engroſſed, and read a third arte on 2 WE 
next, if then engroſſed. | 
Mr. Steele moved, that the tanks of the Houſe be gi n to 
the Rev. Dr. Reynell for the ſermon which he wary; 4 the 
preceding day before the Houſe at St. Margaret's Church, and 
that he be requeſted to print the ſame, —Ordered ; and that 
Mr. Steel and Sir Kune Vounge do acquaint him there- 
"oe: | ee e Hg od Fe EE Sed; 
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Ways and Means; the reſolutions being read and agreed to, 
a bill or bills was ordered to be brought in upon them. 
614 Ap EY Yoo AR OT eee 
The Secretary at War moved the order of the day, to con- 
nder further of a ſupply, which being read, the Houſe re- 
ſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe. ' 
The Secretary at War then preceeded to open the 
_ eſtimates ; his great object in doing which, he ſaid, was to 
ſhew the difference between the preſent and former eſtimates. 
The difference between this and the laſt year would be ſome- 
thing more than one million. The objects which had creat- 


ed this difference were the Supplementary Militia; the Pro- 


\ viſional Cavalry, the Volunteer Corps and, Barracks. He 
proceeded to enumerate the articles which compoſed the in- 
creaſe, The eſtimates for the year 1797 amounted to the 
ſum of 6, 9 o, oool. Thoſe of the following year were vot- 
ed at two different times. The firſt ſum (5900, oool.) was 
conſiderably leſs than that of the preceding year, and would 


have anſwered for the charges of the laſt year, were it not 


that other objects, not expected at the time the eſtimates were 
made, aroſe out of the ſituation of affairs that afterwards took 
place; the charges therefore attendant upon thoſe new ar- 
rangements, added to thoſe already eſtimated for the year 
1798, (2,316, oool.) amounted in the whole to the ſum of 
3, 305, 923l. The objects which he alluded to, were the call- 


ing out of the Supplementary Militia, the Proviſional Caval- 


ry, and the Volunteer Corps, together with the increaſe of 
barracks. Beſides theſe increaſed eſtabliſhments, which were 
to be kept up for the enſuing year, there were ſome Volun- 
teer Corps that had not been called out till the preſent time, 
and others that had conſiderably encreaſed ſince the laſt eſti- 
mate; on this account the eſtimate jor the enſuing year would 
amount to ſomewhat more than the ſum of 9 millions. There 


was one eircumſtance which had ſwelled the eſtimate of 1798 


above that of the preceding year, and that was the augmenta- 


tion of pay to the army; and, he apprehended, that was an 


increaſe which muſt continue. He declined entering into 
any arguments upon the neceſſity of it, beeauſe the ſubje& 
had been amply diſcuſſed when it was firſt under the conſide- 


ration of Parliament. There were ſome other things alſo 


which be ſhould ſtate, in order to explain the difference of 
the exceſs in one year, from what it had been in another. 
The principal heads of theſe eſtimates were thoſe which 


7 7 


3 
MIx. Hobart brought up the report of the Committee f 


2 
came under the denpmination of Guards and Gatriſons, in- 
cCluding the whole of the home army, or troops in Great 
Britain, as alſo the troops in Ouerbſeay and Jerſey and Bike- 
wiſe a force, which indeetwas/peculiarito this year -a num 
ber of regiments ſerving in Ireland, and now remainipg ere. 
Should ĩt be continued, Ireland might hereafter be called upon 
to contribute a part towards bearing that burden, and ſo far 

dimniſh the ſum at en "thy be proven for in the 
r XL 44 LO ESI) W 
An augmentation had alſo talen places the regiments of 
dragons, which brought on an additional ex pence of 
Another of 39,0008. took place in conſequence of the encreaſe 
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of the companies of Foot RR from 100 to wy N _ 25 


of other troops. x 

Another encreaſe of expenes as that of thgeſtabliſhment 
of a number of regimental paym̃aſters; this was a plan adopt» 
ed after much —ͤ— and he believed it would pros 
duced much advantage to the publie. He believed alſo it 
was generally approved, inaſmuch as it ſimplified the mode of 
payment, and prevented delay; it was calculated alſo to avoid 
the evils which ſome perfons imagined (perhaps chimerie 
attended on the old mode of making up army accounts; a 
ſilenced thoſe who were diſpoſed to raiſe clamonrs 
ſcore of long arrears. The expence attending die ebd. 

ment; he ſtated at 27,0001. per annum, a ſum, when com- 
pared with the probable utility of the office, e be ee 
ed to ſquare with true economy. 

Another change ee to a proviſion ned Gor the 
Supplementary Militia, becauſe that I came ag = 
tially before Parliament laſt yea. 12 

Another article was one that was quits: h he ne 
the Scots Militia. There was a further charge Wenge * 
the increaſe of that Fencible Infantry. 

There was alſo an additional charge in conſequence of the 
encreaſe of the ſtaff at home; of which the committee would 
eaſily ſee the neceſſity from the number of troops employed 
at home, and wiſely. ſo employed, when it Was conſidered: in 
what manner we were thięatened by the enemy: 

- There was another adatfional charge on account gf the mY 
lowance that Was made to the inn-keepers; and another on 
A yea of the volunteer e which were wo Bk. | 

; Gr $4 
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Another head of charges which he had to bring forward 
was entirely new, and it was, propoſed that it ſhould be per- 
manent: it was an inęreaſe of about 12,0001. appropriated 
to the enlarging of Widows' penſions ; a deſcription of per- 
ſons whom he conceived to be ſuch as the committee would 
be glad to protect, as far as they could, with due regard to 
public ceconomy. Great care had been taken to keep this 
within the bounds. of moderation: in no inſtance was it N 
higher than zol, and in ſome it was ſo low as fol. a years bp. 
An additional ſum of money was alſo to be employed to 9 
the ſervice. of Jamaica, But againſt all theſe encreaſed | 
charges he had to ſtate a diminution, occaſioned by the ſav- 8 | 
ings that took place in the foreign corps, the reduQtion in the 
Proviſional cavalry, and by there being no charge made for | | 
dhe repair of Scotch roads and bridges, which uſually came | 
| 
| 


under the army eſtimates. -» | i, 3 2 
There was another article which had been applied in the 
laſt eſtimate; this was an allowance for the expences attend 


ing the office from which the accounts then before the Houſe 
had.odme. © _ - | F 
Theſe were all the articles he had to enumerate to the 
committee, as conſtituting the difference between the eſti- 
mates of this and the laſt year, and which amounted to ſome- 
thing more than a million, as he had already ſtated; and here 
he might have concluded all he had to ſay except moving 
the reſolutions; but that what had paſſed before a com- 
mittee, and what had excited ſome. public attention, did de- 
mand of him ſome obſervations; he meant the large fees that 
were taken in ſome of the departments of his office. A come 
mittee had reported againſt a continuance of them; and the k 
whole had been collected and thrown into a maſs, whereby a 
fund was cxeated, and out of it a new diviſion was made, and 
the ſalaries of the different clerks regulated. He at that time 
took the liberty of doubting the wiſdom of that policy; he | 
_ doubted whether it would produce, in the ſequel, mych = 
ſaving to the public. Experieneg had been fo far from re- 
moving his opinion upon that matter, that it hail tended to 
confirm it. That indeed the new plan will in time produce 
tze reverſe of ſaving to the public. It was true that t | 
reſpectable Gentlemen, and indeed the committee wha 2 
tigated the matter, were of à flifferent opinion: but he beg- 
ged leave to ſay, that ſome” of. theſe opinions were formed 


upon miſapptebenſion of facts. They thought that theſe 
enormous proſits (for ſo ſome 7 them were) ſhould _ 
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3 culated- as producing what they did upon the average, than 
1 which nothing could be mote errogeous. So much ſo, that 
2 \ theſe fees, in this very year, although, God knows, we are 
far enough from a peace eſtabliſhment, he believed would fot 
| be adequate to the expence'at which the committee, by its 
new plan, calculated the ex penèe of the office! of the Secre- 
| tary at War. It was ſeriouſſy doubted whether theſe fees 
would be equal to the expence of the office. He did not 
1 0 ſtate theſe things from any perſonal motives, for; in reality, 
; the fees objected to in ſome parts of his office, were points 
Ain which he had not the ſmalleſt concern; nor ſhould he have 
| thought himſelf juſtified by making any changes without the 
| authority of the committee to which he had alluded. He had 
nothing now to add, and therefore he ſhould proceed to move 
the different reſolutions, unleſs ſome gentleman ſhould ex- 
preſs a deſire for further explanation. o. 
Mr. Tierney ſaid, that whatever he might hereafter think 
his duty direQed him to ſay, he ſhould not oppoſe OE 
n the eſtimates now; but although he ſaid this, yet h 
could not help adding, that he was not a little mortified by 
the ſpeech of the Secretary at War. He could have con- 
ceived, that the advantages of our victories and our triumphs 
would have been immediately felt in the diminution of our 
expences: whereas it appeared that ſome of them were in- 
creaſing. The public had a right to ſay, that the Secretary 
at War had deluded them; for, laſt year, the danger of in- 
vuaſion operated upon the public mind, and much of the ex- 
pence was incurred to provide againſt that calamity. Now 
the ſkill and valout of our gallant officers, and the ſteadineſs 
df our men, had removed all fear with regard to invaſion; 
and yet miniflers held out no hope of any retrenchment, everi 
in uſeleſs offices. He ſhould not vote upon any of the reſo- 
| lutions of that night, nor ſhould he deliver, in detail, his ſen- 
-  timents upon them, as he wiſhed to reſerve himſelf until he 
| had taken time'to'confider more fully on the matter, and had 
an opportunity of converſing with others who were capable 
of givitig him information. There would be no inconveni- 
ence frotn this mode, for he apprehended the reſolutions 
would remain for two or three days. He roſe then merely t 
take notice of the ſpeech of the Secretary at War, only as 
far as it regarded the ſubjeR of 'csconony;” That was 4 
queſtion upon which there was but little variety df opinion: 
the was ſure there was not a man who herd him, who did 


not think there ought to be the ſevereſt economy in every 
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part of:the-ſtate; With regard to the office of the Sebretary 
at. Wat, in appeared there wete fees there which he himſelf 


gentlemen who had reaped the advantages bf theſe enot- 
mous fees were to have an additional — 9 becauſe the 
fees of laſt year had not been equal to the expence cala 
culated by the committee, and allowed upon the new arrange- 
ment. He did not mean to inſinuate that the Secretary at 
War was intereſted in any of theſe fees; on the contrary; he 
believed his motives to be pure and honourable in all ſuch 
particulars. But it appeared that a further ſum would be 
wanted to make up deficiencies in office, &c. and this after a 
full conſideration of the matter, and a report made by a com+ 
mittee of finance. He really thought that this was' matter 
_ worthy of very grave couſideration. He thought the public 

had been deluded, in a great meaſure, upon this matter, for 
ſo it certainly appeared from the ſpeech of the Secretary at 
War that night. He ſaid this with the more confidence; be- 
cauſe. he was convinced of the abſolute neceſſity of rigid 
economy in every department of the ſtate that can bear it. 


But while he ſaid this, he was one of the laſt men in this 


conntry that would wiſh, by an ill-judged notion of ſaving, 
o damp the ardour of the people of this country. He wiſhed 


| not only: that their force ſhould be reſpectable, but that they | 


might be made to ſtand in a per and menacing attitude 
againſt the enemy. He would: 
he hazarded ſome reproach out of doors, that it was not in 
the ſalaries of public offices that he wiſhed to ſee a, general 
reduction, for he was perſuaded, that, with a few exceptions, 
they were.not-over-paid, conſidering all the circumſtances of 
ings at preſent. _ «Lon i) 26d ing; 
.. The Secretary at Mar ſaid a few words iti explanation, and 
could not agree with Mr. Tierney with regard to the effect 


„ 


of the fees. He did not ſee how, without injuſtice, any of 


thei gentlemen who had received the large fers alluded toz 
could be called upon to return them. The expence of the 
eſtabliſhment did not conſiſt in giving ſalaries to thoſe who 
fees, but to thoſe who had too little before. It would be 
impoſſible for him to ſtate before hand whether this eſtabliſh- 
ment would be an economical one or not, on account of the 


% | Moot ban . 


had adtnitted to be enormous. He meant no reproach upon 
y individual whatever; at the ſame time he muſt ſay that 

theſe things muſt have been long foreſeen; and might and 
Feber have been provided for. But what was the caſe now 


add, although by ſo doing 
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He had no difficulty in ſaying; that many perſons in the office . 
4 underpaid, and that it was neceſſary to raiſe their 

alaries. „Han © 2 Neft niche, ee r Wal 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid; he was inclined never 
to oppoſe ceconomy while it was conſiſtent with the due per- 
formance of public duty; but he would not loſe ſight of the 


the ſentitment which was ſo properly expreſſed by the hon. 


Gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Tierney.) That hon. Gen- 
tleman had ſaid, that this country ſhould be put in a power- 


ful and menacing attitude towards the — But then he 


ſaid that we had not the full advantage of our ſucceſſes 
ſucceſſes which were felt and enjoyed by this country, while 
every other nation in the world beheld with aſtoniſhment and 
admiration the repeated exertions which produced them. It 
ſeemed that we were to forego every idea of an invaſion of 
this country; and therefore we had an opportunity of at- 
tending to minute economy. He hopedthe committee would 
not be ſo unmanly as to give way to that idea: he ſaid un- 


_ manly,” for he knew of nothing more unmanly than to catch | 
at ſucceſs, and to neglect all future exertion as unneceſſary. 


Undoubtedly nothing could excel—indeed hitherto nothing 


had „MK che ſplendour of our ſucceſſes: they would 


indeed in former times, and under former circumſtances, 
have terminated any conteſt; but what ſucceſſes, what tri- 
umphs, what glory of her enemy could affect the diſpoſition 
of that nation 'whoſe rulers count as nothing the intereſt, the 


treaſure, or even the blood of their ſubjets. Therefore, 
with the beſt wiſhes for economy, he'could not indulge a 


hope of carrying it further than it could be accompanied by _ 
prudence, We had to deal, we have to deal yet, with an 

enemy of whoſe character it may at leaſt be ſaid, they are not 
limited by a rule of law, or juſtice, or prudence, or by atiy - 
of the maxims which are ſuppoſed to govern, or to have at 


any time governed, the policy of thoſe ſtates which are called 
regulated monarchies, for they had hitherto been totally un- 
controuled by remorſe, compunction, prudence, or humanity. 


They have ſhewn a readineſt to hazard their own exiſtence 
for the bare chance of deſtroying this country, or indeed of 
overturning the liberty of other nations. But, becauſe they 


are at preſent diſcomfited in their ſcheme at the Nile, and 


becauſe that expedition has turned out to be a diſaſter, and 
has reduced them to a temporary confuſion, yet they might 

not have given up all ideas of invaſion on this country; and 
ſhould they entertain ſuch a thought, how wild and chime- 
IS et e . rical 
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rical ſoe vet it may be; yet it would Fin force in their minds, 
- and add 1 to their projects, 2 ſaw this country, 

day after day, weakening that force, which, while it is 9 
as will remain invulnerable. He was 4herefote moſt 
clealy of opinion, that we ſhould increaſe inſtead of leſſen- 
ing our efforts. 

He then proceeded to take notice of ſome of the heads of 
2 eſtimates before the committee. The hon. Gentleman 
ſite to him had profeſſed not to be very well acquainted 
with the ſubject, but yet he had exhibited ſome complaints | 
againſt the largeneſs of the expence this year. Upon that . 
ſubject it was obſervable that part only of the ſupplementary 
militia was voted. Some of it was only voted for ten, and 
ſome for only eight months, inſtead of twelve, as they were 
now propoſed to de. This was an exceſs upon the eſtimate 
4 laſt year it was true, but it was unavoidable. 

There had been ſome regiments of guards alſo to be made 
cup for thoſe who had gone to Ireland. Indeed they were 
not now, what they had been ſometimes ſuppoſed to be, for 
parade and oſtentation. No; they had ſhewn themſelves 
worthy of the Britiſh name upon the Continent, in Ireland, 
and at that glorious, although unfortunate expedition, to. 
Oſtend. 

As to the ſubject of an alteration in the fees of offices, he 
avowed at once that he did not agtee with his right hon. friend 
(Mr. Windham); he thought the late arrangement to have 
been neceſſary, and that they would be ſerviceable to the 
public; as he conſidered that diminiſhing that which is al- 
ready too great, and adding it to that which is already too 
ſmall, was good and ſound policy; and that was the ſpirit of 
the new arrangement in the office alluded to. | 

As to the barracks, it ſhould be conſidered that all the 5 
troops, at leaſt the greater part of them, were in barracks. 15 
The expence attending this ſubject had been {tated roundly 
at the ſum of 5c0,000l. but nothing was more fallacious 
than to ſtate this ſum as an additional public expence on ac- 
count of barracks, for it contained many proviſions for the 
ſubſiſtence of the troops; it contaĩned all the expence of their 
being cantoned, or lodged in public houſes, which expence 
would have been brought forward in another ſhape but 50 1 
theſe barracks. There was not, therefore, the fonalieſt grov | 
for imputing want of œconomy to miniſters, and he av 
_ elite no other limitation to this * than What had 
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the country. in à powerful and; menacing attitule. 
Mr. Lierney ſaid, that nothing he had heard from the Chan- 
cellor of, the Exchequer, had ſatisfied his mindl. He had. 
heard nothing from that right hon, Gentleman, to convince 
him that even if an augmentation of our forces had not ta- 
ken place, we ſhould not have preſerved an attitude ſuffici- 
ently powerful and impoſing for any danger that we had now 
to apprehend from invaſion. However deſperate and frantic 
the enemy may have ſhewn themſelves, neither phrenzy' not 
deſpair could enable them to reach the coaſt of England 
without veſſels; and when, by the deſtruction of their naval} 

wer, they were depriyed.of the only means of annoying us, 
bh could not comprehend why our eſtabliſhment ſhould be 
continued on as large a ſcale as formerly, much leſs why. it 
ſhould receive any increaſe. He had been told that 14,000 
men had been ſent to Ireland. But it ſhould be recollected 
that they were ſent over ſo far back as laſt ſpring ; and ſince, 
that period, he had the authority of the King's ſpeech for 


. 


ſtating, that the occaſion, which called forth their N 


ſallen from the right hon. Gentleman, that we, ſhould, put 


no longer exiſted. The rebellion was entirely cruſhed, . anc 


thoſe hoſtile fleets upon whom its abettors depended for aſ- 
ſiſtance, were captured or deſtroyed. The left. wing allo of 
the army of England was ſeveral months ago landed on the 
ſhores of Egypt. It could not, therefore, but excite his ſur- 
priſe, that, inſtead of atiempting a reduction of our preſent 
expenſive eſtabliſhment, there ſhquld have been added four- 
teen regiments to that of the preceding year. This was a 


meaſure to Which it was impoſſible for him to aſſent ; and he 


ſhould conceive that it would be rather difficult to proye to 
the ſatisfaction of that Houſe, the neceſſity of ſuch. an aug- 
mentation, if nothing elſe was intended than defence. He 


ſaw no reaſon. why. we ſhould be afraid of the efforts of the 


French, who are 25 attacking what was called the liberty 
of other nations. But if he could ſuppoſe that we were ca- 
pable of being infected with a like phrenzy as the French, 


and inſtead of confining our exertions to meaſures of defence, 


were to attack the liberty and independence of other coun- 
tries, under the pretence of becoming the deliyerers of Eu- 


rope, then, indeed, it might be expected. that; like the French, 


we alſo ſhould have a requiſition, He could not, however 
imagine, that the ſupporters of the meaſure. would juſtify 


- 


it upon this ground; and he would repeat that. every vie, 
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that could be taken of the relative ſituation of this cotifitry 
and France, Jed rather to a diminution than an increaſe of 
our land forces. In what he had ſaid reſpecting the wartof- 
fice, he had not the moſt diſtant intention of imputing any 
culpability to the right hon, Gentleman who prefided over 
- It} and who had ſtated moſt correctly that no part of the ex- 
orbitant emoluments ſo juſtiy eomplained of came into his 
coffers: ' He had, indeed no heſitation in admitting, that 
when he regarded the nature of the truſt committed to him, 
tme duties de had to perform; and the rank which he had to 
ſupport, he was far from being overpaid; and, however zea- 
lous an advocate for ceconomy in every department, he was 
of opinion that the greater part of the publie offices of this 
country were not overpaid. He never thought that any re- 
trenchment ſhould be made in that branch of expenditure ;' 
and if any ſaving could be effected, it was too trifling to bl 
cupy a moment's conſideration, or to juſtify diſturbing the 
comforts of any deſerving man. But there were 4 number 
of ſuperfluous offices which he ſhould wiſh to ſee/aboliſhed, 
and among which were ſome of thoſe held by an hon. Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Dundas) oppoſite to him. He did not fee the b 
neceſſity of that of treafurer of the navy, for which, how- 
ever, that hon. Gentlemen received 4000l. a year, though he 
would ſcarcely aſſert that his exerrions in that capacity had 
contributed to Lord Nelſon's victory, With reſpect to tho 
fees of the war- office, it was well known that they were paid 
on various documents which paſſed through it; and it re- 
quired no great foreſight to diſeover that in a period of war 
theſe fees would proceed in an encreaſing ratio. The right 
hon. Secretary ſhould therefore have endeavoured much ear- 
lier to retnedy this growing evil; and in forming his preſent 
arrangement, ſhould have taken into the calculation the enor- 
mous ſums which had been already received by the perſons. 
under him. Tt was certainly impropet to afſign roocl a yeat, ' 
in time of peace, toa man who had been ſo greatly overpaid 
during the war. If the perſon he alluded to had a Elaim on 
the public for old ſervices, he would be among the firſt to 
vote him the moſt ample compenſation. ' But he could never 
give his aſſent to ſo large a ſalary on the mere ground that he 
ad been deprived of 'emoluments which he had already tov 


| long enjoyed: ' Th reſpect to barracks, he had certainly mif- 
: underſtood the ſecretary at war. But it was a ſobje& upon 
ccc 
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haps might ſubmit ſomething further upon the report. 5 
The Chancellar of the Exchequer ſaid, that the hon. Gentle- 


man who ſpoke laſt Had indulged in many obſeryations Which 


he could not allow to paſs by unnoticed, and he had al ſolapſed 
into ſome miſtakes which he felt it incumbent upon him to 
rectify, If the Houſe was to give credit to the hon. Gentle- 


man's aſſertion, the countty has nothing hereafter to dread 


from the threats of the enemy to invade our coaſts, on that 
head we may diſmiſs all our apprehenſions and alarm,, for 
without ſhips, or any thing like a fleet, ſays he, how is it 
poſſible for the enemy to attempt the execution of any threat 


of that nature? But the fleet and armament, on the nega) 


and compleat deſtruction of which the hon. Gentleman 


= 


— 


ould” make no further obſervations at'preſent,' bot 


principally reſted his affertion and grounded his argument, 


are well known by the Houſe not to have been intended or 


directed againſt the coaſts of theſe kingdoms, and therefore 


its glorious overthrow by Admiral Lord Nelſon is no reaſon 


for relaxing our exertions or curtailing our eſtabliſhment. 


Splendid and important as that great victory mult now be felt, | 


and ever muſt appear, and beneficial, deciſive and extenſive 
as its effects may prove, yet they do not juſtify the executive 


government of the country in ſuſpending their activity, or in 
relinquiſhing the meaſures which it has been their opinion 
ſhould be'exerted and purſued for its independence and ſecu- 
\ rity. That ſecurity which the hon. Gentleman imagines 
ſalely to. grow out of the immortal triumph atchieved by 
Lord Nelſon was to a certain extent compleat long before 


the annihilation of the Toulon fleet; long, indeed, before 


Lord Duncan's victory off the coaſt of Holland and perhaps 
even before the memorable and brilliant action fought and 
ained by Admiral Lord St. Vincent. Should ouf nayal 

| Riveriority anthorife us to remit our efforts and to lull our 


anxiety, we might, as the hon, Gentleman recommends it, 
limit our expences, and r=trench our eſtabliſhments; for 


long before the date of theſe tranſcendent naval exploits 


and precaution. For thong 


the chances are as three to one. 


| | | | We 
had ſhewn ourſelves the undiſputed ſovereign of the ſeas, 
But experience had long taught us, that we have to deal with 
an enemy whoſe every motion ſhould be watched with jealous 


vigilance, and whoſe. 1585 1 muſt be fruſtrated by energy 
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My 4n our fayour, orgyen in a much larger proportion, we ſhould 
= - never be unprepared againſt the inyeterate andreſt leſs animo- 
bo ſity of the enemy; nor, proud and confident as we may} wn 
feel in the pre-eminence of our naval ſMuation, ſhould we leave 
our ſituation 4 land where we may alſo be called to fight, 
lefs- guarded, formidable, and ſecure. This was the avowed 
object, and profeſſed principle of his right hon friend laſt 
year, and on the ſame principle is he determined (and wiſely 
determined) to act for the enſuing year; and for that object, 
and on that principle ſhall we continue to act, that we may 
baffle and confound the wild, daring, and deſperate attempts 
of an enterpriſing and ee foe. Nor ſhould, he would 
again repeat it, their complete defeat off the Nile, in the leaſt 
diſpoſe or encourage us to forget the ſpirit that actuates 
them, or unbend us in the vigilance and vigour with which 
it ought on our ſide to be watched and reſiſted. 1 
But the hon. Gentleman has thought proper to inſinuate 
an hope, that, in continuing, or, as he ſeems to imagine 
in increaſing our military eſtabliſhment, we are not to imi- * 
tate the example of France, and-attempt (as he threw out in 
- a parentheſis), to invade and cruſh the liberties” of other 
nations. Rc obo Ba 328 
When the hon. Gentleman expreſſed this jealouſy and 
fear, that it might be the obje& of our military eſtabliſhment 
to oppreſs the liberties of other countries, he truſted that the 
alluſion was not made to what are called the liberties of 
France; and that no compariſon would be attempted to be 
made, either in a moral or a political view, between the. 
manner in which we might endeavour to conquer the liber- 
ties of France (that is the moſt atrocious deſpotiſm that ever 
was exerciſed, or endufed by any nation), and the deſign and 
attempt of France to conquer the liberties of England, or, 
what their Directorial Government is pleaſed to ſtyle, the* 
flayery of Egypt; To conquer liberties of that deſcription, { 1 
or jt fin to wreſt from the hand of France that iron ſceptre * 
of oppreſſion which has proved ſo formidable to ſurrounding 
nations, and fo fatal and intolerable to thoſe who already i 
"groan under their yoke ; would, he did not heſitate to ſay, 173 
be the greateſt and moſt glorious act of benevolence; the 
greateſt and moſt glorious act of kindneſs, in the performance 
of Which any nation could co-operate for the delivery and in- 
dependenee of another. He truſted, therefore, that no ſuch 
oompariſqn was intended between the defigns and operations 
of the thy countries; for never could he ſuffer ſuch a paral- 
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lel to be drawn; or that the name of liberties ſhould be given 
to a ſyſtem of oppreſſion and ſlavery that has been extending 
the ſame deſolation to every land, however remote, that 
| | Have already curſed oy nation within its reach. "Though 
| | this was not the object of any meaſure now before the Houſe, 
yet he would not now diſavow the wiſh, or the hope, that if 
any ſuch effect could be produced, as that of extinguiſhing 
; that monſtrous ſyſtem, he ſhould think it proper and glorious 
F "TY for this nation to co-operate in its atchievement.. This 


. much, however, he thought it adviſeable to ſay, to prevent 
any concluſion being drawn from the parallel that ſeemed to 
be inſtituted between the councils and projects of the two 
countries. But though it be not the deſign of Great Britain 
to embark as a principal in the delivery of France from her 
preſent thraldom, yet there are other objects, in the accom- 
| pliſhment of which it ſhould be our glory to co-operate, 
were an opening to offer not unfavourable to ſuch an attempt, 
and that is, to reſcue other independent countries from the - 
ſlavery under which they are now ſtruggling. Such object, 
f he truſted, there was no man would oppoſe; much leſs did 
he expect that any one would confound it with the objects 
urſued by the profligate ambition of the enemy. Whether 
| lach an opening might take place, or what ſhould be our beſt 
. mode of improving ſuch an opportunity, was not the ſubje& : * 
of that day's diſcuſſion. His only reaſon for alluding to it 
was, that if ſuch opening did actually ariſe, and if ſuch an 
endeavour was made on our part to benefit by it, no one 
ſhould. dare to afſume a 'compariſon ſo unjuſtly founded, 
and fo diſhon-urable to our principles, or be permitted to 
confound an honourable exertion upon our fide, to reſeue 
the liberties of oppreſſed countries from the gripe of F rance, 
| with that plan of monſtrous tyranny which France has 
been purſuing to overwhelm the liberties and ruin the 
independence of every nation within her reach. Nor 
were the miſtakes inio which the .Honourable Gentleman, 
has fallen, leſs glaring than his precious obſeryations were. 
reprehenſible. e contends that we are now voting a 
larger force than was 255 laſt, year, or rather incurring a 
greater expence - but did he pay a little more attention to 
it, he muſt perceive that the difference aroſe from the ex-. 
pence attending the Supplementary Militia, which in the 
former eſtimates was made out only for half a year. Theres 
s therefore no real increaſe in the expence, but only appears 
ſuch, becauſe it is now made permanent and computed-for, | 
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the full year. The other increaſe ariſes from a great force, 
eſpecially Fencibles, being ſent to: Ireland. They were 
ordered thither in the end of ſpring, and the militia, for the 
moſt part, not till the ſummer was far advanced, and nearly 
about the cloſe of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament. Beſides, 
the regiments now propoſed to be raiſed were not new regi- 
"If ments, but fome that were to be filled up, and were. therefore 
now brought upon the eſtimate of 1709. The miſtake of 
| the Honourable Gentleman is therefore evident, ſince al- 
lowing for the reductions now made, the force upon the 
whole is leſs, or at leaſt not greater, than that of laſt year. 
Surely it could not be his with to diminiſh the amount of 
the force in Ireland, for the rebellion was not there extin- 
guiſhed, as the Honourable Gentleman ſeemed to aſſert, on 
the authority of his Majeſty's. Speech. The Speech by no 
means acknowledged its extinction it merely ſaid that it 
was curbed and repreſſed; but there was no authority from 
the Throne for ſaying further: neither did his Majeſty's: 


. vaſiow in that quarter, or that the rebellion might not again 
break out; and indeed, whbever has looked attentively at 
the ſtate of Ireland, and as to what it has been, and what it + 
may be, muſt ſee and acknowledge. that every meaſure of 
- vigour and of precaution is ſtill neceſſary for confirming in 
an effectual manner the returning tranquillity of that coun- 
try. | 1 17 n 
"Sir John Sinclair expreſſed a wiſh to know, if the Report 
on the Army Eſtimates was to be taken into conſideration 
e_R=_ PTC Oo an d/©1 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid; that as the diſeuſſion 
in the report might run into ſome length, it was his wiſh” 
that it be taken into conſideration on Tueſday, eſpecially as - 
Monday was already fixed upon for conſidering an import- 
ant. meaſure of finance. The report of the other eflimates 
he wiſhed might be brought up on Monday, as they muſt be 
voted before he could open the Ways and Means of the year, 
which it was his intention to bring forward without delay. 
The Reſolutions were then put and agreed to, and the 
Report ordered for Tueſday. + ESE 
The Committee of Ways and Means was then ordered 
to Monday, and the Houſe adjourned, | | 


yy 1 r + % » C% : £ 
. HK x7 5 4 1 6 3 * . $ 


FS : : : . a N * . | , . a 
| 71 : 
144 " a d ; * | 
» 1 
0 | 
1 y | 0 ,” 4 


Speech inſinuate that there was no Age any danger of in- 
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| + MONDAY, DEC. 9g. A 
1 e g brought up a petition from _ Merchants 
and others of 2 City of London and the Borough of South- 


wark, relative to the "Wet Docks, which Was referred to a 
committee, | 
Mr. Dickenſon brought up a petition from the Bath Agri- 
cultural Society, praying for leave to bring in a Bill for the 
incloſure of certain lands in their neighbourhood. L. 
8 
| wn Roſe moved for an account of the net produce of 
taxes for one year, ending the 10th of October, 1798, 
diſtinguiſhing each quarter, and alſo diſtinguiſhing the du- 
ties impoſed in the year 1793, 1794, 1795, 1996, 1797. 
and 1798,; an account of the value of Britiſh, Manufactures 
exported from October 10, 1797, to October 10, 1798; an 4 
- - account of the value of foreign merchandize exported in the 0 


- ſame period; and a liſt of articles of Britiſh manufacture ex- 
ported” in the quarter ending October 10, 1798. Theſe 
accounts were brought up and laid on the table. 8 

Mr. Roſe brought up a bill for continuing and granting 
acertain duty on penſions, and on tobacco and ſnuff, and a 
bill for continuing the duties on malt, mum, cyder, and 
5 which were fead a firſt time, and agreed to be read a 


ſecond time the next day. 
An account was brought up, and laid on the able, of 


> the amount of the voluntary contributions in lieu of alleſſed 
| taxes. 
Mr. Trerney ſaid, that as he ſappoſed the. week. would be 
wholly filled u up with diſcuſſions, on finance, he ſhould, with 
the permiſſion of the Houle, put off his intended motion till 
b * Next day week. The order was accordingly made for 
* hy | 
* Nelſon's annuity bill was read a third time, and 
paſſed nem. con. 
Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the army eſtimates, 
and, except the. xeſolutions. relative to the number of troops, 
the ſecond reading of which was poſtponed; they were * 
ü read a firſt and ſecond time, and agreed 8 


FINANCE. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that the Hou ho do 


| reſol ve itſelf into a committee . the whole Houſe to id 
ide 
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| | 2 * to. 


* 


LE, 
ſider further of a ſupply to. be granted to his e 


e next moved, that the Act of the 8th of his preſent 
Majeſty, chapter the 16th, be read, ll that: it a, an in- 


ſtruction to Faia committee, to conſider of. ſaid act, which 
being alſo agreed to, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a. 


COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND LN NE 


Mr. Hobart in the chair. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, before T proceed to 
open to the committee the very important ſubject to which 
their attention will this evening be directed, it will be pro- 
per for me previouſly to lay before you a general outiies 


of the ſupplies, which will be neceſſary for the ſervice of the 


reſent year. It muſt be obvious to the committee, that it 


is impoſſible now to produce that ſtatement with perfect ac- 


curacy, but from the manner in which the different 1 
are made, we may form a general outline which will 
proach pretty near the truth. This ſtatement muſt 


founded upon a compariſon with the expence of the ſame 


branches on e in former years. 


SUPPLY. 


* 


Independently of the tranſport ſervice, which has not yet been 


voted, the extent of which it is impoſſible to ſtate with pre- 

Er but which I ſhall ſtate at 1, 300, oool. the ſums vot- 

ed for the navy, including 120,000 ſeamen, amount to 

' T0,720,000l. making in all, under the _— Tn . 
ordinary and extraordinary 13,642,000 


For the army there has been afready voted upon eſtimate // 8,240,000 
The extraordinaries laſt ſeſſion amounted to about 3,200,000], | | 


beſides a vote of credit of one million, but I am happy to 

ſay that theſe ſums will be fully adequate to cover the extra- 

ordinaries in the courſe of the year, and that there will be no 

arrears on this head. As no ſpecific. proviſion, however, 

was made for the vote of credit, that 5 muſt come to 

be provided for in the ſupply of this | © 1,000,000 
For the ſervice of the year 1799, I ſhould * that the x. 
> traordinaries of the army will not exceed the ſum of two 


millions, at which I now ſtate this article . 2,000,000 
There has this night been voted our” the head of ordnance = 
the ſum of . 1,500,000 


Miſcellaneous ſervices, including « money expended on the plan- i 
tations (which, en on the whole will be ſomewhat leſs | 


than uſual)” — | 609,000 
The ſum voted in addition to the cn] Willen for the re- | 
Fre tho nat ĩonal debt — wy, 200, ooo 


Carry over L. 27,82, o00 


— 


* 
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nn Unngyl: 44 © 1 Brought over. ''* , 27,782,co0 © 
Certain other ſums under the head of deficiencies of gratits= 
| Intereſt due to the bank on various ſums advanced to go: 
f * 0 4 


7 vernment | I 2 48 Nn 45 ne 565. 00 
Diſeount on prompt payment of the loan of laſt year , 00 
Intereſt on Exchequer bills neee een 
Deficieticies of land and mat 300,00 

5 [1 L, 15 2 bs , WHEY S 47 ————C 
„ ie t Making in all about = _ £.29,151,000- 
ANS AND MEANS. ee 
ds this ſupply there are the ſame. general reſoutces as 1 - 


_ uſual, except the inſtance of the land tax now made perpe- 
tual. In lieu of the land tax, however, there are ſtated the 
particular duties which will be reſerved for the ſame pur- 

3 * Thefe will amount to > | 


Laſt year the growing produce of the conſolidated Fund was 
taken at 2, 100, oool. In the preſent year, however, vari- 

- * ous circumſtances have concurred to diminiſh the amount of 
this branch: arrears of different kinds—the arrears of the 
intereſt on the Imperial loan, &c. On the other hand it is 
ſwelled by the payment of a ſum of 800, oobl. which had 4: Ne 
been advanced to the merchants of Grenada. Under all the | 
circumſtances, then, I ſhall Rate it at no more tan 1,500,000 _ 

The tax upon exports and imports, taken laſt year at tee 
1, 200, oo0l. has, I am happy to ſay, yielded very conſider- 
. ably more than the ſum at which it was eſtimated. In ad- 
dition to the additional ſums which it has produced, it has 
lixewiſe enabled us to aſcertain in a manner more accurate 
than hitherto, and by the acknowledgment of the parties 
intereſted, the extent of our proſperity. . We know from 
unqueſtionable evidence that the Britiſh manufactures have 
eontinued to flouriſh. beyond the moſt ſanguine ſtatements, 
and that the ſum of our exports has exceeded what they had 
been eſtimated upon former calculations. In addition to the 
Increaſe upon this article, the preſent ſituation of affairs, 
which has thrown into our hands the unrivalled- commerce 
of the Weſt Indies, it may be found adviſeable, when com __. 
tition no longer exiſts, to reduce the draw-backs which it | 
had been conſidered politic to grant on the exportation of _ 
fu I do not mean at preſent to enter into the parti- 
culars of this ſubject, or the details of any new regulation 

which it may be thought proper to bring forward, I only 2 

Rate it as à matter connected with the exports and imports,  , * 

and by which the produce on that head is likely to be inn 


; 


. $4700j000 
' "200,000 


creaſed, Upon this branch I ſhall take what the regulation , 
of exports and imports has produced e 4 1, 700, ooo 
| | This will amount to about — 4.6 100,000 © 


Leaving a fum of about 23 millions to be provided for the ſervice'of ' 
the current year. 55 „ 
It remains then to be conſidered in what manner this ſum 
ſhall be raiſed, and in what proportions it may be divided de- 
. *7 4 £44 4 5 ; a f . N dy | | 8 
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tween the two principal modes which ſuggeſt themſelves. 


Here two leading principles, occur for the guidance of our ; 


judgment. © Either to raiſe the whole, by a loan upon the old 


funding ſyſtem, or to raiſe a conſiderable part of this ſupply - | 


within the year, and to make a proviſion for the Tiquidation 
of what it may be deemed expedient to raiſe by loan upon the 


principle adopted laſt Seſſion of Parliament, and carried into 
practice with ſo much advantage. Laſt ſeſſion the plan of | 


trebling the aſſeſſed taxes not only was taken to furniſh a 
certain portion 'of the ſupplies of the year, but its produce 
was aſſigned for the extinction of ſuch part of the loan of 
eight millions as was not covered by the ſinking fund. From 
the modifications, however, which that meaſure underwent 


after its being firſt propoſed, the produce of it was diminiſhed - 


to a conſiderable extent. Other means indeed were adopted 
to remedy the deficiency which was thus occaſioned, — The 
voluntary and cheerful efforts which, ſo honourably to in- 
dividuals, and to the country, came in-aid of the deficit on the 
aſſeſſed taxes, and the ſuperior produce of the exports and 
imports beyond the eſtimate, brought the amount of the 
ſams raiſed to that which they had been calculated. The 
different articles were eſtimated at ſeven millions and a half, 
and this-ſum is fully covered by the actual receipt under the 
diſtin heads. It gives me, indeed, the moſt heartfelt ſatis- 
faction to ſtate, that notwithſtanding the difficulties which the 
meaſure encountered from the ſhameful evaſion, or rather 
the ſcandalous frauds by which its effects were counteracted, 


the total amount which was expected has yet been realized. - 


The meanneſs which ſhrunk from fair and equal contribu- ; 


tion has been compenſated to the public by the voluntary ex- 
ertions of patriotiſm. The produce of the aſſeſſed taxes, 


under all the modifications, and all the evaſions, is four 
millions. I had taken it at four and a half after the modifi- - 


' cations were adopted. This deficiency. is ſupplied by the 
exceſs on the head of voluntary contributions. In propor- 


tion as the one has fallen ſhort 'of the eſtimate the other has 


gone beyond it in favour of the country. If I did not cal- 


culate the evaſion, the fraud, and the meanneſs which have 
ſtruggled to defeat the operation of the aſſeſſed taxes, and IL 
mention it with ſhame that in a moment like the preſent, in 
a conteſt ſo awfully intereſting to every individual and to the 
nation, there have been men baſe enough to avail. them- 
ſelves of the general modifications which were. intended to 
felieve thoſe who. might have been called upon to contribute 

lad” 2 | beyond 
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beyond their means, to avoid that fair aſſeſſment which « Core - © 
reſponded with their citeumftänces; T am happy to pad a 
that the honour of the nat as been vindicatedsby\the |, 
noble and generous aid: of voluntary contribution, and that 
the ſum which I had ſtated is greatly exceeded. Not only 
in this . in every part of the Britiſh dependencies gu”, 
the patriotio f irit has diſplayed itſelf, and wherever they 
were ed ſub) eQs of England have ſhewn themſelves: 
— of the Aiden by Which they are connected witb 
their country. Inſtead of 1,500;000l. the voluntary contri- 
butions already exceed two millions, and the ſum of ſeven - 2 
millions and a half, for which credit was tpn has cw 
effective to the public ſervice; | -. | 
_ -  SatisfaQtory as it muſt be to review „ the 5 * 
which we owe theſe advantages, and the benefits which the 
mode of raiſiug the ſupplies to a conſiderable extent adopted 
laſt ſeſſion has produced, is is unneceſſary for me to ſtate, that 
however the principle may deſerve our approbation, it is ſtill 
much to be defired that its effecs ſhould be more ex tenſive, 
andi its application more efficient. It is in vain to diſguiſe 
8 2 by the cauſes to which I have alluded; the full adyvan-—- 
ge of the principle has not been obtained. The withes ++ 
_—_ intereſt-of individuals, am ſure, muſt unite in de- 
manding 'a more comprehenſive, a more equal, and a more 
vigorous application of a principle, the rare advantages of 
which we have been to aſcertain, if we yet have not —— fo 5 
fortunqe as to enjoy. Laſt ſeſſion thoſe WhO acknowledged 
the importance of the principle of raiſing a conſiderable 8 
of the ſupplies within the year confined their objections to 
the proportion. fixed upon the ſcale of the Aſſeſſed Taxes, as 
_ upequal in its application, and liable to great evaſion in prac» 
ice; Though not inſenſible of the weight of the objeclion, 
1 chen felt it my duty, convinced as I was of the immenſe 
advantages of the ſyſtem, to adopt ſome viſible ctiterion by 
which to * and to ate the extent of contribution, 
if it was not poſſible to deviſe means of embracing fully 
every claſs of property, and every ſource of contribution. 1 
telt it materially important to follow ſome durable, ſome ap- 
rent and. ſenſible criterion, by which to apportian the bur- 
* At the ſame time I felt, that. although the Aſſeſſed 
Taxes furniſhed. the moſt comprehenſive, and maſt general, 
and the maſt efficient ſcale of contribution, there neceſſaril 3 
wuſt be much income, much wealthy great; means, hic 
915 ee een in e e ih. 
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not by any vrror in the calculation of our reſdurces, not by 
any exaggeration of our wealth, but by the general facility 
of modification, by the anxiety to render the mea ſure as little 
oppreflive as poſſible, a de falcation has ariſen which ought 1 
_ io have taken place. Vet under the diſadyant 5 
| imperfections of an unequal and inadequate ſcale 25 app ki g 
cation, the effects of the meaſure have tended to confirm out 
eſtimates of its benefits, and to encourage us to perſevere in 

its principle. Exery circumſtance in our ſituation, eve 

event in the retroſpeQ of our affairs, een Ne which ſtrikes. 
our view as we look around us, demonſtrates the advantages 
of the ſyſtem of raiſing a conſiderable part of the ſupplies 
within the year, and ought to induce us to enforce it more 
effectually to prevent thoſe frauds, which an imperfeR crites-; _ 
rion and a looſe facility of modification have introduced, to 
repreſs thoſe evaſions ſo diſgraceful to the country, fo injuti- 
ous to thoſe who. honourably diſcharge. their equal contribu - 
tion, and, above all, fo detrimental to the great object of na- 
tional advantage which it is intended to promote. In theſe 
ſentiments, our leading principle ſhould be to guard againſt 
all evaſion, to endeavour. by a fair and. ſtrict application, tio 
realiſe that full tenth, which it was the original purpoſe ol. 
the : meaſure of the Aſſeſſed T axes to obtain, and to extend this 6 
as far as poſſible in every ditection, till it may be -neceſlary_. 
clearly to mark the modification, or to renounce, in * 
inſtances, the application of it altogether. If then, the 
committee aſſent to this principle, they muſt feel the neceſ - 
ſity of following it up, by a more comprehenſive ſcale and 
by more efficient proviſions... They will perceiye the neceſ- 
ſity of obtaining a more ſpecific ſtatement of income, man 
the looſe ſcale of modification, which, under the former 
meaſure, permitted ſuch fraud and 8 If ſuch a pro- 
viſion be requiſite to correct the abuſes of collection, to ob- 
viate the artifices of diſhoneſty, to extend the utility of the 
whole ſyſtem, it will be found that many of the regulatiòns 
of the old meaſure will be adapted to a: more comprehen- 
ſive and Efficient application of the principle. If regulations 
can be (deviſed to prevent an undue abatement, and to pro- : 
portion the burden to the real ability, means muſt be em- 
ployed to reach thoſe reſources Which, prima fatie, it is imm + 
poſſible under the preſent ſyſtem of the Aſſeſſed Taxes to 
touch. "While inaccuracy, fraud, inequality be es, 
Which it is deſirable to remedy, it will be an additional ſa- 
tisfaction, that when 8 to N meant to 3 5 
ee. 98. 0 en eee, 
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4 Impreſfed then with the importance oi the ſubject, conv 


ſons of 2 reſpectable ſituation in life, as far as 


98 - WOODFALL'S PARMAMENTARY- REPORTS, [Cummons, 
the defects of which we complain, we ſhall be enabled like wiſe 
ta improve and to extend the benefits we have obtained. The 
experience which we have had upon the ſubjet᷑t, proves that we 

uſt correct and remedy, in order to ſecure the advantages 


which the meaſure is calculated» to afford. It is in our power 


to make them our own, I think I can ſhew that whatever be- 
nefit the, principle upon which we have begun to act, is fitted 
to beſtow, may by a liberal, fair and efficient application, be 
carried to an extent far greater than has yet been obtained, an 

xtent equal to every object of great and magnanimous effort, 
geg purpoſe of national ſafety and glory, to every advan- 
tage of permanent credit and of — proſperitxyx. 
in: 
I that we ought, as far as poſſible, to prevent all eyaſion and 


raud, it remains for us to conſider by what means theſe defects 


may be redteſſed, by what means a more equal ſcale of eontri- 
bution can be applied, and a more extenſive effect obtained, 
For thispurpoſe it is my intention to propoſe, that the preſump- 
tion founded upon the Aſſeſſed Taxes ſhall be laid aſide, and 


that a general tax ſhall be impoſed upon all the leading branches | 


bf income. No ſcale of income indeed which can be deviſed 
will be perfectly free from the objection of inequality, or en- 


titely cut off the poſſibility of evaſion. All that can be attempt- 


ed is, to approach as near as circumſtances will permit to à fair 
and equal contribution. I truſt that the A of the coun- 
try will concur with the diſpoſition of parliament to give that 
energy to our exertions ; to give that ſtability to: dur reſources, 
which our preſent ſituation and our future proſperity. demand. 
T'truft that all who value the national honour, and the national 
fafety, will co-operate in the deſirable purpoſe of obtaining, b 

art efficient and comprehenſive tax upon real ability, every ad- 
vantage which flouriſhing and invigorated reſources can confer 
upon national efforts. The details of a meaſure which attempts 
an end 16'gteat and important muſt neceffarily require ſerious 
and mature deliberation. © At preſent all that 1 can pretend to 
do is, to lay before the committee an outline of a, plan which 
endeavogurs' to combine every thing at which ſuch a meaſure 
ought" to aim. This outline I ſhall now proceed to develope 


to the committee as clearly and diſtinctiy as I am able. . 
It will occur to every one to enquire what ſpecies of com- 
miſſioners thall be veſted: with the power of fixing the rate of 


aſſellent under 4 meifure Which muſt leave conſiderable diſ- 


cretionary power. In fach commiſſioners ſeveral 3 ä 


are in a purticular manner deſlrable. They * to be per- 


from 


le femoved 


1 
1 
/ 


and fraud to be checked? Knowing the difficulty of gueſſing 
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from any-ſuſpician of partiality; or any kind of undus iĩnſlu- 
ence ; men of integrity and in 


voluntary exertions of ſuch a body of Commiſſioners we'trigy 


be able to aſcertain in hat claſſes to look for men qualified - 


for the important functions which the office would impoſe. 
Srill, however I ſhould conſider it neceſſary to vary Totnes 
what from the mode purſued in forming the Commiſſioners 
of the land tax. After much conſideration, then, it occurs 
to me that out of the Commi ſſioners appointed under the 


act for aſſeſſing the land tax, a certain proportion ſhould be 
taken with given qualifications.— I ſhould think that no man 
* ſhould be admitted to a as Commiſſionet for the purpoſes 
to be afterwards ſpecified who does not poſſeſs 4o00l, per 

annum. To theſe: other perſons of ſimilar qualifications 
ſhould be added, and the lift fo framed to be referred to the 


grand jury, or thoſe who have ſerved on the two laft grand 


: Juries, to form the Commiſſioners. ' In cafe the party is diſ- 


ſatisfied with the deciſion of theſe Commiſſioners, anothe 
body of Commiſſioners ſhall be formed, to whom an appes 
may be carried. In commercial towns ſome ſpecial provi- 
ſions wil' be neceſſary, adapted to the nature of circum- 
The next point for conſideration, then, is the mode of 
contribution which ſhall be adopted. On this head it in oy 


intention to propoſe, that no income under 60l. a year 


be called upon to contribute, and that the ſcale of modifica- 
tion up to 200). a year, as in the aſſeſſed taxes, ſhall be in- 


troduced with reſtriction. The quota which will then be | 


called for ought to amount to a full tenth of the contributor's 
income. © The mode propoſed of obtaining this contribu- 
tion differs from that purſued in the aſſeſſed taxes, as inſtead 
of trebling their amount, the ſtatement of income is to pro- 


ceed from the party himſelf. In doing this it is not pro- . 


poſed that income ſhall be diſtinctly Jaid open, but it ſhall 
only be declared that the aſſeſſment is beyond the propor- 
tion of a tenth of the income of the has 

impoſed. In this way I hope, that the diſcloſure at which 


many may revolt, will be avoided, and at the ſame time that 


every man will be under the neceſſity to contributing his fair 
and equal proportion. How then, it will be aſked, is evaſion 


what a man's real ability is, I do not think that the charge 
of fixing what is to be the rate ought to be left to the Com- 
"I 9 O2 mamꝗiſſioners. 


depepdence. Fromothe ex. 
perience which we have had of the benefits derived from the 
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miſſipners. oF, would, I am; xerſuaded, be moſt acceptable 
dhe general feeling, to make it ide duty of 4 particular. | 
officer, a8, Surveyor, io jay before the Commiſſioners: ſuenk 
grounds of doubt as may occur to him on the fairnefs of the 
rate at Which a party may have aſſeſſed himſelf. Theſe 
doubts; and the reaſons on which they are founded, are then LILY 
to be. tranſmitted by the Surveyor to the Commiſſioners, in uy ' 
order that they may call for arther explanation from the 
- perſon, concerned. When, in the caſe of the aſſeſſed taxes 
we have had ſo much experience of the evaſions which have 
taken place, when we ſee the conſequences which have re- 
ſulted from a yague rule of e rt and an indefinite 
principle . of deduction, when we fee that by the different 
modes by which exemption were regulated men who pro- 
bably would have ſhrunk from a direct fraud, have been 
able by different pretences to diſguiſe to themſelves the fair 
aud adequate proportion Which they ought to have contri- | 
buted, it becomes more than ever neceſfary to render every + { 
 +«cale of. exemption. preciſe, and to guard every title to de- = 
_ » duction from the danger of being abuſed. | At the Tame 
time, under every diſadvantage. of the unreſtricted applica- 1 
tion of deduction, and the eaſy commiſſion of fraud, we 1 
have yet ample proof of our national wealth and generak 
honeſty. To prevent the country from ſuffering by diſ- 
honeſty, to prevent the willing contributor from being taxed 
to the utmoſt proportion of his means, while his wealthy 
neighbour, owes his exemption to meanneſs, it is neceſſary to 
guard with greater ſtrictneſs againſt every chance of evaſion. | 
When doubis are entertained that a falſe ſtatement has been 
given, it ſhall be competent for the Commiſſioners to call 
u ſpecification of income. It will be neceſſary to ſim- 
plify and to ſtate With preciſion the different proportions of 
ilincqme ariſing from land, from trade, annuĩty or profeſſion, 
N Which ſhall entitle to deduction. The 1 
then to ſay whether they are ſatisfied with the ſtatement 
which has been given. The officer or ſurveyor is to be al- 
| lowed to examine and to report whether there appears rea- 
ſon to believe that che aſſeſſment is adequate. When the 
day of examination arrives, the Commiſſioners ſhall hear 
What the ſurveyor and the party have to alledge in ſupport | | 
of the objection and the aſſeſſment, and examine other indi- 
N Viduals. The ſchedule, which ſhall be drawn up in ſuch a 
F __ . » Manner,,as, accurately to define every caſe of exemption or 7-1 
| deduQtion, ſhall be preſented by the party, with his claim | 
rie | 85 * | SHEN clearly 
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anſwer; 1 0 ſhall not be called 110 nor di engen 
a wa 
- ſubmit to the, inveſti ation of his books, Ag the mina 
tion of his clerks, 40 other means of aſcertaining the tru 
it hall be competent for the Commiſſioners to fix the afſe(t- 
. ment» and their deciſion. ſhall be final, unleſs he appeals i 
the higher, Commiſſioners, - No diſclofure is com pulſory, 
but if the party is mn to diſcloſe, he muſt achateliodn 
the deciſion of the Commiſſioners, who ſhall not be attcrifee- 
Wag al without a full diſcloſure, uy 
am well aware that the powers thus veſted in the A | 
me iſſioners are conſiderable, but at the ſame time it muſt be 
. obvious that unleſs ſimilar powers be veſted ſomewhere, the 
» ſubſtantial principle of the meaſure would be defeated; and 
| | its utility fruſtrated, Tam ſure T ſhould be happy that every 
} kind of improvement, every kind of modification, compati- | 
þ ble with the great end in view, ſhould be adopted. What- 
| ever facts may be diſcloſed to the Commiſſioners in the 
1 courſe of their inveſtigations, they ſhould be fworn not to 
WW reveal. After a ſtatement has been made by the party on 
ä oath, it ought n never to be brought forward, unleſs in caſes 
where. perjury is flagrant, in order to lay the foundation of 
a proſecution for that offence. Conſidering then that the 
— Commiſſioners are to be ſworn to ſecrecy, cannot perceive 
that the objeRions commonly urged againſt diſcloſure; can 
be well founded. The diſadvantages of nat diſcloſure, 
will be avoided, and every diſpoſition employed to guard 
againſt its being turned to the prejudice of the party who 
ſhall have ſubmitted to it. There is but little danger that 
men, ſuch as the Commiſſioners will be, will act from idle, 
ti wanton curioſity, or from any, malicious motives, nor can 
there be any well founded jealouſy that b 5 a diſcloſure, under 
an path of ſecrecy, any Wer will e ien 10 4 rival, 
1 to: an eNEmys | 2 2 
Ihers js one claſs of erco in whoſe farouran lachen 
ty \ as to diſeloſure ſhould ſtill be made. With them every diſ- 
|  ., ©. Cloſure might be more pernicious than in other cafes. I 
| allude to the retail traders: thoſe whoſe capital is more 
Bu limited, whoſe credit is more doubtful, and whoſe profits leſs 
1 cConſiderable. Perhaps the miti ated rate with which this 
8 claſs was indulged under the aſſeſſed taxes, and the power of 
1 11 da che {core of1 income may . n 
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fubſe&x of further conſideration, when the details of the, plan 
cotne'tb'be examined, i | ®, * k ie rs 91 arm £5,424 
"Should the” Houſe approve of the outline of the, plan, it 
may likewiſe be deſirable to'know- what is propoſed, in the 
way of extending the ratio in ſome caſes, while it is modi- 
:d in others. Some allowance. probably ought to be made, 
whlle caſes may occur in which, an increaſed proportion may 
fairly de required. The principle adopted laſt ſeffion, in 


» 


o 


this reſpe& it may perhaps be proper to follow in the preſent 
caſe. Rape Momo who have families may, in certain caſes; 
ects 


be fair objects of allowance and deduction, while thoſe who 
have no Kamine might, with equal juſtice, be called on to 
contribute in an increaſed proportion, _- een eee 
As it is highly important, that the plan ſhould not only be 
limited and guarded, but extenſive and general, it will be 
neceſſary to render the modifications as preciſe as poſſible, io 
make them the ſubject of ſpecific definition, to alcertain, as 
far as can be done, by poſitive proviſion, what caſes ſhall be 
entitled to any indulgence. The rules adopted in the af 
ſeſſed taxes will require much correction before they can be - 
adopted. I truſt, however, that without materially encroach- 
Ing upon any principte which we ſhould be anxious to pre- 
ſerve-facred, without occaſioning any iuveſtigation that an 
be deemed either burdenſome or oppreſſive, we ſhall at length 
arrive, as nearly as circumſtances will permit, at the great 
objeQ of fixing the fair proportion by which every man 
ought to dontribute. r DNS PL Ra EE 
Fhe next point I confels to be attended with conſiderable 
difficutty and doubt. 1 mean the probable amount of the X 
ſupply, which ſuch a plan as that now propoſed would afford, 
under all the regulations and reſtrictions which it may de- 
mand. Our concluſions, on this head, muſt be derived in a 
great meafure from conjeAure. Same lights indeed we have, 
and 1 ſhall now proceed to ſtate a general eſtimate, formed. 


. ' 


upon the moſt accurate ſources of conjecture, which the na- 


« # 


tire of the cafe can afford. 


The committee will readily conceive, that I do not pre- 


tend to lay before them any thing like authentic grounds of 
_ Judgment. In are rough eſtimate, I ſhall begin with 
mie feſt great ſource of income, the rent of land, a ſubject. 
. which, lince firft political economy became the ſubject of 
Ailcuſon and of enquiry, has given rife to various ſpecula - 
tions and oppoſite theories. Though an accurate — 
a 88 15 ” oF CK 2 ot 


proaching to the truth, by reviewing the ſentimen 
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of the amount of the rent of land in this country, cannot be 
given, we” ſhall be able to form ſome, general opinion ap- 


. 


rent writers on the ſubject, from about the end, of the. Jaſt 


cemury down to the preſent times; and by comparing their 
accounts with the means of which we are poſſeſſed, of cor 


reQing or improving the ſtatements of former times. ne 


of our oldeſt Writers on the ſubject, Sir W. Petty, ſtates iu 


1664. the landed rental of England at eight millions. A diſ- 


tinguiſned author, in the time of Queen Anne, Davenant, 
ſtates the whole land rent of the country at 14 millions, in 
which he is corroborated by another writer, King. The 
general opinion has, without exception, inclined.to be, that 
fince that period the rent of land has greatly increaſed; and 
in 1978, in a work upon the ſubject, and inculcating the prin- 


 ciple of the ſyſtem now introduced, written by a member of 


this Houſe, 20 millions was ſtated as the amount. In the 


celebrated work of Dr. Smith on The Wealth of Nations,” 


that great author ſtates the ſame ſum as the generally, re- 
ceived opinion. In the period which has intervened. ſince 
1778, I need not ſuggeſt how much every thing which tends 
to raiſe the value of land has increaſed. In what I ſhall 


ſtate on that point I ſhall endeavour rather to keep below 


than to go beyond the truth. To afliſt us to form'a fair con- 


jecture, let us take the data which the ſubje& preſents.—Let 
us take the ftatements which have been given of the culti- 


vated and uncultivated lands in this 'country from the moſt 


authentic accounts, checked by one another, and founded 
upon the moſt probable grounds of opinion. ; In the reports, 
upon the ſubject publiſhed by the Board of Agriculture, and 
particularly in one drawn up by a perſon ot the name of 
of acres of cultivated. land is 
ſtated to be 45,000,008. To aſſign an average value to this 
land, muſt doubtleſs be done upon vague grounds. It has 35 
- been ſtated, however, at the average rate of 158. 8 acre. 
That I may rather err in being under than above the mark, 
ſuppoſe the average rent to be 12s, 6d. per acre, which will | 
give us'25,066;0001. a year; only five millions more thay the 
general eſtimate of the tent of the land in 1778. In this, 
as well as every other r of incothe, L N . 
topoſe that every thing under 60l. a year-ſhould he exempted, 
| 144 8 leer 8s 00 cle 1 be 4 ted. „ 
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uld be ad itted. Al. | 


the produce of land, timber: in all, theſe articles r. de 


28 to be aſcertained. Many years ago, before Ireland 
had made ſuch progreſs in improvement, à million was ſup- 


* 
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_ which the deductions will be guarded, r no  confiderable defal- 
cation will take place, yet, let a Ca fifch part be allowed for alt 


deduiftious,. which will leave üs 20/millfons.” 

The next diviſion of the rent of land is tint which it fields 
to the tenant. With reſpeCt to this Fam/inclined to think, 
that its amount cannot be taken at leſs than the amount of the 
rent to the proprietor. There will indeed be a greater lati- 
tude of deduction; but, under all the circumſtances, I ſhould 
eſlimate it at 19 millions. For repairs and deductions, how- 
ever, deduQ two-thirds, which, without Wane an leaves . 
net ſum of ſix millions. 

Wei next come to that deſcription of the rent of land which. 
is received for tythes. At the common rate of compoſition 
five millions may be taken as the amount of this head I 
ſhould then propoſe one-fifth as a deduction, a ſum eertainly 


beyond what is neceſſary ; for though a number of ſmall . 
livings might be entitled to deduQion, they will be nothing 


to the aggregate of the tythes Which will be in a ſituation to 


pay the higheſt rate. The amount of the rent of land in 


tythes then will be four millions. W 
There is ſtill another ſpecies of property u more difficult to 

aſcertain, that is the rent of mines and navigation, and publie 

works; with which may be claſſed another deſeription of 


ſtated at three millions. 
Next comes to be conſidered the rent of houſes, not only 
thoſe let, but thoſe, which occupied by the proprietors, are 
valued at what they might be worth if let. This branch is 
undervalued in the taxes, but taking a very low computation, 


ſix millions might be ſtated under this head, which, after a 


deduction of one-fifth for different circumſtances, leaves five 


millions. The amount of profeſſions may be eſtimated, un- 
der all the deductions, at two millions. Scotland will be al- 


lowed, conſidering the rapid improvements of that country, 
to be rated low at 0 80 of . bre which yes” us ye 


15 r. ions. 


„Tue property derived from beyond eas, e ſpecially by wy the 
prietors of eſtates and mortgages in the Weſt Indies, is 


poſed to be the amount of the rent drawn to'this country 

abſentees, &c. It had been aſcertained, that the imports | 

mon” tho Weſt Indies are en — from which "da 
: | | what 
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What may be taken as the property af perſons in this coury, 

and under the article of rent from property beyond leak, five 
millions may be ſtated, 3 

The next-deſcriptian of property which will come 9 FP 

the conſideration of the committee as a ſource. for the pro- 


poſed tax, is the income of perſons not in trade. Under 


this head will be included annuities of all kinds, public; and 

. private mortgages, and income ariſing from money lent upon 
ſecurities under various denominations. * At the ſame time 
the committee however . go along with me in ſeeing that 

in eſtimating the general rental of the land of England, I 
have taken it with all its burthens, and conſequently have 
included the mortgages. In the practical detail of the mea- 
ſure, it will come to be decided whether it ſhall fall on the 
land owner, or on the mortgagee. In reſpect, therefore, of 
this deſcription of property, I do not now make any diſlinct 


naturally come forth in the proceſs of this tax, and as we 
Have no accurate means of judging of the amount of the 
mortgaged property in England, I avoid taking any particu# 
lar fur under the diſtin& head. With reſpe& to private 
annuities of another kind it is alſo difficult to ISP their 
amount. Not ſo with regard to public annuities, we have 
no difficulty of aſcertaining the exact amount of the annui- 
ties paid by the public to individuals, and I ſhall have no he- 
ſitation in ſubmitting to the committee, that when a gene- 
ral aſſeſſment upon income is to take place, no diſtinction 
ought to be made as to the ſources from which that income 
may atiſe. There can be no fair objegtion taken by the 


a breach of good faith, of national ſtipulation with the pub- 
lie creditor, by thus impoſing upon him what every other 
ſubject of the realm is io incur. The public creditor enjoys 


Whenever an idea has been ſtarted in debate, of impoſi 
upon the ſtockholders, ſeparately and diſtindly, any Ore of 
tax, I have been prepared to reprobate the attempt, as ut- 

| terly inconſiſtent with good. faith and public engagements. 
Parliament has always gone along with me, in the feeling 


uniformly aRted upon this feeling, on the principle, ihat as 
the public creditors came forward and lent theit money to 


eſtimate. Whatever is lent upon the ſecurity of land will 


that no ſuch, tax ought. to be levied upon them, and they have 


he Rate i in the moments of its neceſſity, while at the ſame 
Vol. K. . „ time: 
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ſtockholde er upon the. occaſion ; there can be no queſtion of 


- his ſecurity under the molt ſacred obligations of the ſtate, 
and the committee will do me the Juſtice to recollect, that, 
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time they bore, in common with every other deſcription of 
his Majeſty's fubjects, the taxes on conſumption, they were 
to be ſecured againſt any impoſts, diſtinctiy levelled at them 
as annuitants of the public, and the Parliament has felt this 
more particularly from the-recolleQtion of the duty which. 
they owe to perſons who had embarked {o much, and iden- 
tified themſelves ſo intimately with the ſtate. Againſt any 
direct tax upon the ſtockholder,, then, I am ſure the com- 
mittee, as well as myſelf, would ſet themſelves in oppoſition; 
but the matter is materially reverſed, when a tax is to be 
levied upon the income of every deſcription; of perſons in 


the realm; when it is no longer in the power of the ſtock- 


holder to ſay, I could avoid this tax by removing my pro- 
perty from the funds to landed ſecurity, or to trade; every 
argument againſt including him in the aſſeſſment is with- 
drawn. The protection yielded to the ſtockholder, is the 
ſame as to the landholder, the merchant, and the manufac- 


turer. The duty, therefore, is the ſame, and every other 


_ deſcription of perſons in the country would have a right to 
 gomplain, if, when they are called upon for - a. ſacrifice of 
this extraordinary nature, ſo numerous a body of perſons 
were to be exempted from the aſſeſſment, I am confident, 
therefore, that every Gentleman who hears me, will agree 

that the principle of the meaſure is not liable to any imputa- 
tion of breach of faith. It cannot be called a reſumption of 
the annuity. that has been granted to the public creditors, nor 
in the moſt remote degree an infringment of the contract 
that was originally made with them. They are, in this in- 
ſtance, only to do that which every other body of men with- 


in the kingdom are to do; they are to make a ſacrifice of a 


part of their income to the neeceſſities of the ſtate, and they 


are ꝛ0 do it upon the principle of giving ſecurity and perma- 


nence to all which they poſſeſs. | have detained the com- 
mittee; longer upon this head than I ſhould otherwiſe; have 
done, becauſe I am aware that objections may be lightly and 


looſely thrown out to this part of the meaſure. I ſhould ſay. 


to the ſtockholder, as one of the public, if you expect from 
the ſtate the protection which is common to us all, you ought 


= 


alſo to make the ſacrifice which-we are called upon to make. 


It is not peculiar to you; it does not belong to the quality of 


your income, but it is made general, and required from all; 
you could not embark your tapital in any other ſpecies of 


; ſecutity. in which it would not be ſubject to the fame charge. 


do not know What objection the ſtoekholder eould make to 
n . „ 
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this appeal. I include, therefore, the public annuitants in the 
view of the propoſed tax, and there is no difficulty in eſtimating 
the amount of this ſpecies of income. At the fame-time, it 
is to be taken into conſideration, that all that part of the 
public annuities which have been redeemed by the nation, is 


to be exempted from the charge of the tax. Taking the 
amount of the redemption, therefore, at what it now ap- 


pears to be, the rental of the public annuitants may be eſti- 
mated at 15,000,000]. but here, as in all the other caſes, 
both of the land and rental, and of other ſources of property, 
there will, of courſe, be admitted the ſame exemptions to all 
annuitants who have leſs than 6ol. a year; and the fame mo- 
difications to all who poſſeſs from 60l. to 200l. a year. At 
the fame time it is to be conſidered, that theſe exemptions 
and modifications are only to apply to thoſe individuals whoſe 
whole income amounts to leſs than 200l. a year. If perſons 
poſſeſs incomes from various ſources; they are to be calcu- 
lated-in the aggregate; for the exemption or the mogifica- 
tion will not apply, if the whole income ſhould not be unde 
the ſtipulated ſum. ' I am ſure, that I ſhall over-rate the 
amount of ' theſe exemptions and modifications, when J de- 
duct one-fifth from the ſum that I have ſtated the public an- 
nuities to be; but I do not admit that deduction, and there- 
fore ſtate the total of the income from the public funds at 
12, ooo, oool. e eee a ed 
„ There now remains, Mr. Chairman, the other great 
ſourees of trade to the inhabitants of this country; the pro- 


duce of trade, foreign and domeſtic : and this branch of in- 


come is, in its nature, more difficult of eſtimate than. any 
other. We have, however, lights and aids by which we nia 
come to a knowledge of a material part, at leaſt, of th 
ſource of national wealth, I mean the produce of our fo- 
reign trade. By the recent acts which have been paſſed, the 
ameunt ef the imports and exports have been aſcertained 
with ſuch a degree of accuracy, as to enable us to form a 
tolerable Judgment of the amount of the capital embarked in 
this branch of our trade, and, conſequently, to form an eſti- 


mate of the profits accruing from it. By the late act for | 


the inſurance of produce and manufactures exported, as well 
as by the recent act of which I have ſpoken, for the laying 
a duty on convoys,” we have been able, more clearly than 
heretofore to aſcertain the amount and value of this trade, 
ſince We have not only the eſtimate and calculation that is 
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made by the revenue, but the-deelarationsof the perſons en- 
gaged in the trade themſelves, upon which the duty is paid; 


and by theſe guides we are able to aſcertain that the capitat 


employed in this way is certainly not leſs than 80,000,000. 


ſterling. Leſs it cannot be by the prb6f of the inſurance 


act, which has now laſted two years, but it may be conſider- 
ably more, becauſe it is a well known thing that merchants 
ſtand a part of the riſk themſelves, and do not inſure to the 
full amount of-the goods they export. But taking the amount 
at 80,000,000. the calculation correſponds with the view of 
our foreign commerce, which has been recently made by our . 
moſt accurate calculators, and in all. theſe eſtimates I wiſh 
rather to be under than over the mark. I take the amount 
of the capital, therefore, embarked in our foreign trade at 


80,000,000]. and aſſuming this as the capital; the next queſ- 


tion is, what we ought to take as the profit to all the deſcrip- 
tiom of perſons employed in carrying on this branch of our 


trade: In eſtimating this, we muſt neceflarily take into our 


view not merely the merchant who exports, but all the or- 
ders and deſcriptions of perſons from the manufacturer up- 
wards, who is in any way connected with our export trade. 
Under this head comes in'the profit of brokerage, wharfage, 
and carriage, with all the other contributory trades connected 
with foreign commerce; and I am fure the committee will 
agree with me, that I make a moderate calculation, when I 
eſtimate the average of the profits upon the capital of 
go, ooo, oool, at 15 per cent. I take, therefore, 12, ooo, oool. 
as the income of all the perſons connected with the foreign 
trade of this Eingdom. FH 
There now remains that which more than any other branch 
of our income baffles the power of ſcrutiny, and affords even 


very limited grounds for conjecture; I mean the profits ari- 


ſing from domeſtic trade and manufacture. Here the many 


deſcriptions of perſons whoſe {kill and induſtry are the ſource 


of income in all the progreſs of our arts and manufactures, 
from the firſt preparation of the rude and raw material to its 
ſlate of perfection, ſerve to make calculation almoſt impoſ- 


ſible from their variety and extent. Even here, hawever, we 


have fome means of forming an idea. Of the general capi- 

tal of 80, oo, ol. employed in the foreign trade, it has been 

n determined, that about 30, ooo, oon. are 
eſtined and employed in the export of the leading manu- 


ſr 


am ſure, then, that the committee 
R | will. 
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will go along with me in ſaying, that the amount of the ca- 


pital and ſum employed in internal trade muſt be four times | 


the amount of our export of Britiſh manufaQures. - When 
we look at the vaſt machine of trade in all its parts, let any 
Gentleman aſk himſelf whether, in the woollen manufac- 
tures, cotton, linen, hardware, pottery, and in all the other 

t and leading branches of manufacture, there can be a 
leſſer ſum employed than four times the amount of that 


which is appropriated by the merchant for the purpoſes of 
exportation? Viewing all the enormous capital inveſted 


in domeſtic manufacture, I cannot take it at leſs than 
120,000,000l. and upon this capital I eſtimate the gain at 


no more than 15 per cent, making a ſum of 18, ooo, oool. 


per annum of income. | N 
There is one other deſcription of income which, though it 


embraces a vaſt variety of individuals, is reducible to none of 


the former heads, but comes naturally to be included in the 


article of domeſtic trade; I mean artiſans, archite&s, brewers, 


diſtillers, builders, brickmakers, maſons, carpenters, and all 


that innumerable claſs of perſons Who, by {kill in their pro- 


feflions, draw their incomes from the general proſperity of 


the country. The committee, from their general know- 


ledge of the kingdom, will at once perceive how numerous 


and how varied this claſs of perſons-mult be, and how utterly - 


impoſlible it is to arrive at an accurate criterion of the gene- 
ral amount of their gains. I am ſure, however, that they 


will agree with me that I underſtate it when I take it at 
10,000,000]. per annum. I thus eſtimate the whole amount 


of our internal manufactures and trade at 28.000,000l 2 
year, And I have thus rapidly gone through all the diſtinct 


branches of national rental, and of national profits, from 
which we have to derive the tax that I mean to propoſe to 


ou, without preſuming to think that I have been able to do 


it with that accuracy of detail which can only be derived from 


practice, or with that certainty upon which you ought to ro- 
ſe. I have, however; through the whole been anxious to 


underſtate the amount of the eſtimate as collected from the 


beſt ſources of calculation, and to over- rate the exemptions 
and deductions that. it would be neceſſary to make from each. 


The committee who have gone along with me in my de- 


tails, will ſee that I make the whole ſum of annual rental 
and E 5 
erling. 


MN 


the deductions which I think rea- 


At . 
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For the ſake of greater clearneſs; I will ao u 
heads in the v order that 1 have followed: . 
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The nd rental then, after dedyAting ene-fifth, I eſtimate, 5M 


20,000,000 
The tenant's rental of land, deduling two- thirds of the _ a 
-(Tenit I take at e 6. ooo, ooo 
T he amount ot tythes, deduQting ore: fü 457000, oo 
The produce of mines, canal pay: gation, Ec. deduRting obe. | Wy 
fifth © © 3, oo, oo 
The rental of bouſes, geducting one- fifth 1 3, ooo, oοο 
The profits of proſeſſions * ooo, oo 
he rental of Scotland, taking it at ave-cighth of that af nn 
England $4909,000 
The mcome of perſons, teßdent in Great Britain, dale om. . 
ons beyond ſeas 5, ooo, ooo 
The amoant of annuities from the blic funds, after deduct- ere 
ing one-fifth for exemptions and modifications 1250, ooo 
The profits on. the e e in our foreign com 
merce - 12,000,000 
The profits on the capital employed: in domeſtic trade, end- 108. 
"iis LR of {kill 1 r - 7 ¶̃ ˙ © _ =» "28,000,000 
| In al C. 102,900,000 


eg mis ſam a tax of 10 per cent. 1s likely to 2 
26060 Wel a year, and this is the ſum which is hkely to 


reſult from the meaſure, and at which I ſhall aſſume it. 1 | 


latter myſelf that I have been extremely careful not to over- 
Kate any part of the ſources. Gentlemen will recolle& that 
the Aſſeſſed T axes were afligned to the payment of that part 
of the ſum raiſed for the ſervice of laſt year, which was not 
made a permanent debt, and of courſe this new tax upon in- 
come will be ſubſtituted in the room of thoſe Aſſeſſed Tikes, 

and will be made applicable to the ſame purpoſe; and one 
of the great advantages of this plan will be, that the object 
For which the Aſſeſſed Taxes were deſigned will be ſooner 
accompliſhed, and the public thereby more ſpeedily relieved. 
The Aﬀeſſed Taxes were mortgaged: for two years, and in 
the plan of the aſſeſſment perſons with an income above 2001. 

a year were charged at the rate of the tenth of their income. 
By the preſent meaſure no perfon will be charged more than 
a tenth of his income, it will be therefore no additional tax 


upon thoſe perſons who faithfully. met the views-of -parlia- : 


ment, in the Aſſeſſed Taxes ; but it will be a relief to thoſe 
who, in their zeal for the public ſervice, outrun the voice of 
parliament, and by their voluntary contributions exceeiled the 
7 Uat'x was Called for, by tha tax. On the other fide, the 
+4 | - preſent 
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preſent; meaſure will draw forth from thoſe” perſons who 
ought to have paid a tenth of their income the ſums which it 
was their duty to pay, and which, in many inſtances, Lam 
ſorry to ſay, have been ſhamefully evaded. Inaſmuch there- 
fore as it will only carry into more equal effect the meaſure. 
of laſt year, and as it will by that means produce the ſum in 
a ſhorter ſpace of time, the advantage to the public will be 
che greater. It is recommended therefore both by its juſtice 
and its expediency—Juſt, by being a more general and more 
equal call upon all deſcriptions of perſons, and expedient by 
the promptitude with which the operation will be concluded. 
The advantage of a ſpeedy repartition will be obvious to every 
ntleman; and ſurely it is a moſt deſirable thing to put an 
end to thoſe mean and ſcandalous evaſions which have been 
practiſed in the Aſſeſſed Taxes, and which would make the 
burthen continue to fall more heavily on thoſe who paid 
them with alacrity and truth. There are two or three con- 
ſiderations, upon which I ſhall juſt 'detain you a moment, 
upon this part of the plan. I ſhall propoſe it to commence 
upon the 5th of April next; and of courſe ſhall propoſe, that 
the Aﬀeſſed Taxes ſhall be repealed at the ſame period. It 
would undoubtedly have been convenint for me that it ſhould 
commence at an earlier date; but it is material that all the 
taxes of the year ſhould be made up to the ſame period. 
Now the Aſſeſſed Taxes were made from the firlt of Feb- 
ruary; and there will therefore be the produce of two months 
Aſſeſſed Taxes; namely from the iſt of February to the 5th 
of April, which may amount to the ſum of 700, oool. which 
will come into the ways and means of 1799. At the ſame 
tim calculating this propoſed tax upon income for the com- 
plete twelvemonths, I muſt take it up to the 5th of Aptil, 
180, into my eſlimate for 1799. In this way the ſum to 
be drawn from this reſource for the ſervice of the year, is | | 
10% , oool. but from this ſum there will be to be paid the | 
- Intereſt of the 8,000,000. charged upon the Aſſeſſed Taxes, 7 
together with the ſum charged on the conſolidated fund for | 


the deficiency of theſe taxes laſt year, as well as for the in - 
tereſt thereon for the preſent year. From the ſum therefore 
of lo, oool. there will be to be deducted 1, 50 οο,. 9 
leaving a ſum of 9, 200, oool, applicable to the ways -and I 
_ mans of the-preſent year. Adding this ſum to the land and li. 
malt. the lottery, and the other ſourees which I ſtated on the 
outſet, there will remain the ſum of 14, ooo, oool. to be raiſed 
by way of loan ; but of this ſum we may fairly truſt to the 
ah e JN growing 
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growing. produce of the conſolidated fund for the extin&fon —_ 
of 4, 508, ocol. ſo that but 9,500,000. will. be added to the 
permanent debt of the Country. I truſt that it will not be 
neceſſary for me to go into any detail gf argument to con- _ 
vince the committee of the advantages of the beneficial mode | 
addpted laſt ſeſſion, of raifing a conſiderable part gf the ſup- - | 
_ plies within the year, The propriety of the meaſure has been 
recognized, and felt in a way the moſt gratifying to the,feel- | 
ings and to-the pride of wir! Engliſhman. e principle 
has been proyed to be. the moſt wiſe and beneficial, though in 
the manner of carrying it, into practice it has been ſo ſhame» 
fully and groſsly evaded. The experience which we have 
had points out the propriety of correcting the errors of that 
plan, and of enforcing and extending the principle. If we 
have been able, from the benefits of that meaſure, ſo evaded 
and crippled, to do ſo much, it is obviouſly our duty to ſeek | 
for the means of perfetting the plan upon which we are ſet 
out; and if we can find reguſations and checks againſt the 
abuſes that have been Sommilted, it is furely wie and proper 
that they ſhould be made to apply to a more general and ex- 
tenſive ſcheme than that which we have already tried. It no 
longer reſts upon theory, or upon reaſoning; it is recom- - 
| mended to us by the ſureſt teſt of experience; and if, by the 
efficacy of this plan, we have been able to diſappoint the hopes 
of the enemy; to riſe above all the attempts which they 
made to diſturb our domeſtic tranquillity ; to remove the ap- 
prehenſions of the deſpondent, and to ſhew them that all their 
fears of our being unable to continue the conteſt, were vain; - 
to aſſert the high and proud diſtinction which we took in the 
maintenance of genuine government and ſocial order: if we 
Have been able thereby to animate the public ſpirit of Eu- 
rope, to revive. its diſmayed energy, and to give A turn to the 
political aſpeR of the world, favourable to the cabſe of hu- 
manity, ſhall we not perſevere in a courſe. which has been 
fo-fruitful of good? If we have proved that, at the end of 
the ſixth year of war, unſubdued by all the exertions and ſa- 
Crifices we have made our commerce is flouriſhing beyond 
the example of any. year even of peace; if our revenues are | 
1 - undiminiſhed; it new means of vigour are daily preſenting | 
_ themſelves to our graſp; if our efforts have been crowned: 
| with the moſt perfect ſucceſs ;. if the public ſentiment'be- 
b firm and united in, the juſtice and neceſſity of the cauſe in 
Which we are embarked; if every motive to exertion con- 
tinues the ſame, and every effort we have made in the cauſe 
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 is,a ſource only gf exultation and pride 10 the heart; if by 
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the efficacy of thoſe efforts, we have now juſt the ex pecta- 


tion of accotpplithing the great 9bj<&, of al our Herifices and 
all 'vurlabours ; if deſpondency-be diſlipated at home, and 


conhdentice created abroad, ſhall we not perſevere in 4 C00 te 
ſo fairly calculated io bring us to a happy ile? Let ys do 


julſties to ourſelyes. It is not metely owing to the dazzling. - 
events, of the campaign that we are entirely indebted for the. 
proud ſtat ion in Which we now ſtand. Great and glorigls a4 

thoſe atchievements have been, which cannot fail td be a 


ſource of exultation to every Britiſh boſom,” T ſhall nôt de- 


traQt from the high renown, and the grandeur of all thoſe” 


perſons to whoſe ſkill, vigour and determination, we are in- 
debied for the atchievements that have aſtoniſhed and arquſed 
Europe, when I fay, that it is not altogether owing to them 
that we now feel ourſelves in a ſituatĩon ſo proud and conſol- 


| ing. "The grand and important changes which have been ef- | 
ed in Europe, are not merely to be aſcribed'to the promp- 


fe 
titude, vigilance, kill, and vigour of our naval department, 


whoſe merits no man can feel, br can eſtimate more highly 
than do; nor to the heroiſm, zeal: pafridiiſm, and devoten 
of aur tranſcendant commanders, and I ſpeak particularly of 

that great Commander whoſe ſervices fill every boſom with 


rapturous emotion, and who will never ceaſe to derive, from 
the gratitude of his countrymen, the tribute of his worth % 
nor is it to the unparalleled perſeverance, valour; and won- 


ders performed by our gallant fleets, which have raiſed the 
Britiſh name to a diſtinction unknown even to her former 


annals, that we are 10 aſcribe all the advantages of out pre- 
ſent poſture. No, we muſt alſo do juſtice to the wiſdom, ' 


energy, aud determination of the parliament who have fur- 


niſhed the means, and the power, by which all the reſt was 


ſuſtained and accompliſhed. Through them alFthe depart- 


ments of hie Majeſty's /governtment had the means of em- 
ploying the forch whoſe atchievements have been ſo brilliant ;/ 


through the wiſdom of parliament the reſources of the conn 
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try have been called forth, and its ſpirit embodied in a mafia 
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ner unexampled in its hiſtory. By their firmneſ*, magnani- 
mity, and de votion to the cauſe, not merely of our own in- 
divjdual ſafety, but of the cauſe of mankind in general,. We 

have been enabled to ſtand forth the ſaviours of the earth.” «d 


No diffculties have ſtood. in our way „ n ſacri fices have been 


thougſu too great for us to make; à commn feeling of dan- 
ger has produced a common ſpirit of exertion, and we hace 
. th : 2 n Lr "WY | " chearfully” * F 


Vol. I. 1 99 
o : i l * 2 
„Vor. 00%. 
„ 3 2, 5 * a 
\ - ., 45 * = WM. . . Py : wa 
” * X g 1 * " 
" * * 
" * % x 
ö . * N * 220 1 
Na | * 0 
4 " 4 8 
* 4 + 8 « * * 0 W * 
* . : i 2 : e : d 


| 
| 
1 
| 
1 
| 


——ů—ů 


dence and economy. 
manent peace, and future repoſe, and have given an animat- 
ing example to the world of the advantages of vigour, con- 
ſtancy, and union. If the world ſhall not be diſpoſed tozake 
the benefit of this example, Great Britain has at leaſt the 
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chearfully come forward with a futrender of a part of our 
roperty as 4 ſalvage, . not merely for recovering ourſelves, 
bot for the general recovery of tank ind. We have prefented 

a phenomenon in the character of nations i it has often been 
thought; ahd has been the theme of hiſtorians; that as nations 
became mercantile, they loft in martial pirit whar they gain- 
ed in commercial avidity ;* that it is of the eſſence of trade to 
be ſordid, and that high notlons of honour ate incompatible 
with. the proſecution of traffic. * This hypotheſis | has been 
Troved to be falſe, for in the memorable zra of the paſt year 
Grea Britain has exhibited the glorious example of a nation 


— FE. 


conſolation to know, that ſhe has given them the power, 


And if 1 were diſpoſed, Sir, to pay regard to drier and colder 
waxims of policy, T ſhould ſay, that Wy regard even to 
- prudent economy would point ont the cour | 
taken as the moſt advantageous for a people to purſue. ,- It 
1 il be manifeſt to every getitleman'on the lighteſt conſide- 
e een nenne 


which we have 
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the ſupplies within the year, is the cheapeſt and the moſt ſa- 
MY CE that a wiſe people can purſue ; and when it is 
conſidered-that; there is a Gon leaſt one-twelfth_ upo 
all thatis raiſed, gentlemen will not ſuffer a ſuperſtitious , 
and jealouſy of the danger of expoſing the ſecrecy. of income, 
to combat with a meaſure that is ſo regnant with bene its 
to the nation. If gentlemen will ako into their confiderg- 
tion the probable duration of peace and war, calculated fro 
the experience of paſt times, they will be convinced of Me | 
immeaſurable importance of ſtziving to raiſe the ſupplies 
within the year, rather than accumulating a permanent debt. 
I be experience of the laſt hundred, fifty, or torty Aan will 
 _ſhew bow little confidence we can have in the duration of 
peace, and it ought to convince us, how important it is 2 
eſlabliſh a ſyſtem, that will prepare us for every emergency, 
give ſtability to ſtrength, and perpetual renovations to re- 
ſource. I tink, I cauld make it apparent to gentlemen, 
that in any war, of the duration of fix Years, 1. of 
funding all the expences to be incurred in carry ing it on, 
would leave at the end of it a greater burthen r ne 
upon the nation than would be ſuſtained ; than they would 
bave to incur for the fix years only of its continuance, apd 
one year beyond it ; provided that they made the ſacrifice 
of a tenth of their income. In the old, unwiſe and deſtruc- 
tive way of raiſing the ſupplies. by a permanent fund, with- 
out any proviſion for its xedemption, a war ſo carried on, en- 
tails. the burthen upon the age and upon their poſterity for 
ever. This had, to be ſure, in a great meaſure, been dohe 
away and corrected, by the ſalutary and valuable e 
had adopted of the redemption fund. But. that fund cannot 
accompliſh the end in a ſhorter Per iod than forty Years, and 
during all that time the expences of a war fo funded, muſt 
weigh down and preſs; upon a people. If, on the contrary, 
it had at an early period of our hiſtory been reſolved to adopt 
the preſent mode af raiſing the ſupplies within the year; if, 
for inſtance, after the peace of Aix la Chapelle, the ſcheme 
of redemption even had been adopted, and perſevered in to 
this time, we ſhould no now, for the ſeventh year of the 
war, have had more 1o raiſe from the pockets of the people 
than what we have now to pay of permanent taxes, together 
with about a fourth of what it would be neceſſary to lay on 
1 Holy: in addition for this year. Fortunately we have at laſt eſtab- 
liſhed the redemption fund; the benefits of it are 22 
elt; they will every year E and more acknowledged ; 
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Mx. Tierney then ſpoke nearly as follows: ' 
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and in addition 16 his it is only neceſſary, that inſtead of con- 
ſulting a preſent advantage, and; throwing the burtben, as 
heretofore, upon poſterity, we ſhall fairly meet it ourſelves, 


and lay the foundation of a ſyſtem that thall make us _inde- 


_ pendent of all the future events of the world. Tam ſure 
that in deliberating upon the advantages of this ſyſtem, gen- 
tlemen whoſe liberal and exalted views go beyond the mere 


> preſent convenience of the moment, and are not limited to 


the period, of the intereſt which they may themſelves take in 
public affairs, or even to the period of their own exiſtence, 
but to look with a provident affection to the independence 
and happinefs of a generation unborn, will feel and recog- 
niſe the wiſdom of a ſyſtem that has for its principle the per- 
manency of Britiſh grandeur, You will feel that it is not 
only to the ſplendour of your arms, to the atchieyements'of 
your fleets, that you are indebted for the high diſtinction 
which you at preſent enjoy; but alſo to the wiſdom of the 
councils you have adopted in taking advantage of the influ- 
ence which your happy conſtitution confers beyond the ex- 
ample of any other people, and by which you have given a 


1 and edifying leſſon to diſmayed Europe, that ſafety, 
WW 


onour and repoſe muſt ever depend upon the energy with 


which danger is met and reſiſted. You have ſhewn the 


power of ſelf-defence, which is permanent and unaſſallable; 
ſtanding upon the principles you have aſſumed, the wild and 
extravagant hopes of. the enemy, will be thwarted ;; Europe 
will be arouſed and animated to adopt a courſe ſo honourable; 
and ſurely, with the means of perſevering thus obvious, you 
will not think it prudent or neceſſary to ſhrink from the prin- 
ciples you have adopted, or take ſhelter in a peace which 


might be obtained by a more temporiſing conduct, but which 


would neither be ſafe or durable. But, Sir, I cannot encon- 
rage any ſentiment ſo degrading ; I feel in common with 
every gentleman. who hears me, the proud ſituation in which 


| we have been placed, and the importance it has given us in 
'the.ſcale of nations. The rank that we now hold, I'truft, 


we. ſhall continue to cheriſh, and that purſuing the ſame 
glorious. courſe, we ſhall. all of us feel it to be a ſource of 


pride and conſolation, that we ate the ſubjects of the King of 


Great Britain. I. will not detain yu longer, Sir, but Will 
move for the firſt of my ſeries of reſolutions, in carrying the 
plan of taxation into execution which I have endeavoured to 
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Afterithe very eloquent concluſion of the right honourable 
Genz ag s ſpeech, the committee might well expect that 


nothing comparatively worthy of their attention could *be- 


heard from me]; and it is not with any hope that they ſhould 


think me worth any attention when compared to him in 


_ eloquence that I riſe. ' I feel as much as any man can feel 


for me, in what I do upon the preſent occaſion; the object 


of which is, ts ſhew a deſire to reſiſt the effect of what has 


been offered to the paſſions of the committee; and which 1 


ſhould not attempt, did I not feel myſelf impelled by a ſenſe 
of duty. I agree with the right honourable Gentleman that 
the deciſion of this houſe to night, 1s not only intereſting to 
England, but alſo to all Europe; it is becauſe I agree with 


him upon that, I am ſo deſirous of eee a few ſenti- | 


ments; for how unworthy ſoever I may be of receiving the 
favourable attention of the committee on this important 
ſubject, yet I. ſhould be ny that ſuch ſentiments as he has 
uttered to night ſhould go forth to the world as the unani- 
mous ſentiments of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons. 

I did not mean to ſay any thing this night on the ſub ect 
before the committee, becauſe I thought the right honourable 


Gentleman meant only to ſtate the ſubject of a tax upon in- | 
come, and that the ample detail of it was to have been re- 


ſerved to à future day; that he was not to go into the ſub- 


ject ſo much at length as he has done to-night ; and there- 
fore, I confeſs, I am not prepared to contend with him, for - 
without preparation I do not prentend to be able at any time 
to Contend with him. There are; however, ſome obſerva- 


tions which I am now ready to make. On the ſupply there 


is one thing which occurs to me, at the firſt glance of this 


_ buſineſs, which is, that ſuppoſing we have only one budget 
this year, and that we have heard already of the whole of the 
ſupply, it will then; as they ſtand, exceed by more than two 
millions the ſum voted for the laſt year. I know, that on 


this occaſion, the right honourable Gentleman may ſay, that 
this vear, he has had better means of forming his calcula- 


tions on the articles -6f expenditure, as well as various other 
events. But if he ſhould ſo tell me, and promiſe ſolemnly 
not to aſk for more money in the courſe of the ſeſſion, and 
yet afterwards demand a great deal, it would not furprize 
* me, for it would not be the firſt time; but, however, [ 
hope he will keep his word, and that the people of c 
ſhall not, in 1798, be twice burthened for 1799 

"IVA as to what the a hon. Gentleman has! laid 
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with' reſpe& to the finking fund, I haye nothing to ſay 


againſt it; neither have 1 any thing to ſay againſt che tax 


impoſed in the laſt ſeſſion of patliament upon imports and 
exports, Which is commonly called the convoy tax. He 
allures us that they will produce 1,700,000. and he alledges 
that he has ſome regulations that will be of public utility in that 
particular; againſt none of theſe points have I any thing to 
urge. Leaving then all theſe points I come to the great one 


which is now before us, I mean the tax upon income; upon 
which' the right honourable Gentleman A 09 either ſup- 


port or ſilence from this ſide of the Houſe, for ſo his addreſs 
to the committee to-night indicated. To this I anſwer, he 
cannot expect ſupport, he can hardly expect ſilence from 
me ; becauſe, having oppoſed the aſſeſſed taxes as I did, it 
would be ſtrange that I ſhould be filent upon a meaſure, 
which is, in my opinion, infinitely more deſtruQtive, even 
than, that deſtruQive meaſure.” But that is not all, for I 

conſider what the effect is of this Houſe agreeing to any prin- 
ciple laid down by that right honourable Gentleman. This 

Houſe agreed laſt year to the principle laid down by him in 
his aſſeſſed taxes, but the Houſe had not then the idea of 
going the length which he now propoſes ; they thought the 
whole meaſure had better have been abandoned altogether, 
than that it ſhould cauſe the diſcloſure of the condition of 
every perſon in the kingdom. I know theſe were not-the 
words uſed by any member in the Houſe, but they do not 
contain more than the ſenſe and feeling of the Houſe laſt 
year when that ſubje& was under diſcuſſion; and ſomething 
like the words was very current from this {ide of the Houſe ; 
but now the Miniſter, having got the Houſe to recognize 


the principle of his aſſeſſed taxes, is emboldened, and goes a 
ſtep further, and propoſes that the Houſe ſhould follow him; 


that propoſition the committee have now before them, and I 
will venture to alledge, that even he, confident as he was in 


the majority that has ane him, would not have 


ventured, laſt year, to have laid before this Houſe the mon- 


ſtrous propoſition which is now before us. But he ſays, 
you need not make any diſcloſure of your condition in life.“ 
What then? If the diſcloſure I do make be not ſatisfaQtory, 
has not the commiſſioner power to increaſe the duty on me 
according to his diſcretion? and all theſe proceedings are to 


depend upon the evidence of an infamous informer. By 
ſuch evidence, and in fuck a way, commiſſioners are to tax 


us at their option. They are to fay, from ſuch' ſources of 


information,. 
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information; what: the reſpectable merchant, of the City of 
London;ſhall:contribute to the defence of the ſtate; unleſs 
he Ml Wrote, to the fatisfaction of an informer, the 
Whole condition of his affairs. To ſuch a propoſition 1 
cannot alſent, . But that is not all, for if this Houſe agrees 
to that propoſition now, is it too much to ſay upon expe- 
rience, if this tax does not come up to the ſyſtem, a general 
diſcloſure of all property muſt take place, and that too in 
the courſe of the very next year? I fay, does not experience 
Warrant us in coming to that concluſion? n 
I took the liberty, laſt year; of oppoſing the meaſure now 
before the committee under another name, and with a leſs 
diſagreeable aſpect than it beats at preſent. That meaſure 
- was, in appearance, leſs diſagreeable than this; by that, a 
man was, in ſome meaſure, allowed to withdraw from lux - 
- ury; but here there is nothing of the kind allowed in any 
ape. I oppoſed that meaſure, becauſe I thought it, and 1 
do ſtill, very oppreſſive. | ſaid it waz a tax on income. The 
anſwer was, that it was not a tax on income; but that it 
was the beſt mode of coming at property to ſupport the 
Nate. This ſeems. to be a bolder meaſure; for it puts a 
tenth of the ptoperty of England in requifition. A meaſure 
which the French have followed, in the career of their reyo- 
lutionary rapine, and which the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
has, with all his eloquence, juſtly branded with the hardeſt 
epithets ;/ only it is a little unfortunate, that he ſhould imi- 
tate what he took ſo much pains to render deteſtable. 
Another reaſon I have for oppoſing this meaſure is, that 
1 do not think that our reſources are in ſuch a ſtate as to ten- 
der it neceſſary. I do not like to hold out any ideas of de- 
- ſpondency in our financial affairs. I do not think them in @ 
thats To deſperate as to uſtify this plan of indiſcriminate ra- 
pine, for a plan of indiſcriminate rapine, in my opinion, it 
is ; I ſay Ido not think our reſources are in fuch a ſtate as 
- .to juli a tax generally upon income; the thing is in its 
nature unjuſt, becauſe it is in its nature unequal. It is of 
all things the moſt unequal: Does the Miniſter mean to ſay 
that a perſon poſſeſſing an income for life, only of a certain 
ſum, and another perfon of the ſame income which he 
derives from. the intereſt of his own capital, are equally rich, 
and can bear the ſame taxes? A widow, for inſtance, w 
- lives only upon a penſion, and a perſon whoſe capital brings 
 . him in the ſame money by way of intereſt? Certainly not; 
* . the thing is too palpable to be argued; and yet, by this plan 
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_ of making income the ſtandard of wealth, theſe two. perſunns 
will be made to: pay alike; * But then the: Mibifter,gets ovet - 
alt: theſe as minor” objections. Hes ſays boldly. at once, 
There muſt· be ſome injultice after all; and the'onlything— 
that can be done is, to take care that 1h, injuſtice ſhall be s 
little as poſſible; that he has brought it as rar to juſigce s 
he can. — To which I anſwer, that may be his beſt method 

of bringing meaſures be fote us, but it is not ſuch as I Ought 

to votè for; ard thereby give up the domeſtic” comfort of 

the moſt reſpectable part of the community upon dhe prin- 
eiple therefore, of this meaſure, I Am bound op i, 
Beſides, the event may happen which the Chancellor of the 
Exehequer has ſo eloquenth anticipated to-night, namely, a 

| pot ned Waiver this meaſure and utter deſtru ion; it Will 

then be time enougk to ſent to this. At preſent we ate 

in no ſuch ſtate; and we ſhould, in my opinion, reſiſt ſuch + 
meaſures until we are in ſuch a ſtate, for nothing but ſuch 
an alternative can juſtify ſuch an adoption; at allevents'T- 
muſt have it in my power to ſay to my conſtituents, before 1 
adopt this, that every other reſource has been applied, and 
exhauſted. Now I eannot ſay that, for there are others yet 
untouched, which ought to go before this meaſure is reſorted”. 
to. There are many valuable things under the "church. 
eſtabliſhment (not in the ſmalleſt degree beneficial to religion, 

but to ſwell out the pomp and pride, and imaginary greatneſs 

of ſome inflated individuals) Which ought to be brought in 
aid of the public burdens, The individuals poſſeſſing theſe 
things onght to be made to contribute their full ſhare. The 
Corporations alſo are liable in the ſame manner, as I con- 
ceive Hear a cry of hear! hear ! hear!] Mr. Tierney pro- 
ceeded. I do not preciſely underſtand hat Gentlemen mean 

by this ſort of vociferation. I, for my own part, would not 

take: the property of any body of men as a ſaerifice to the . 
ſtate altogether, but, When you tell me that violent bands | | 
muſt be laid on the property of the public, then I will tell 

yau, it oughi to take another direction, and, 1 au no point- 

ing aut to you that direction. This tax is faid to fall nearly 

equally on all ſorts of property. That is not true; I will 

tell you a. property on which it dues nbt fall; on the proper 

of a certain deſcription of Stockholders, or what may be | 
called the leading London Gentlemen, a deſcription'of. per- p 
ſons! extremely well known, {whoſe patriotiſm is mach | 
eſteemed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer: 'Thefe Gen- : 
itemen'can pay off any tax, Without burthening themſelves, | | 
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' 1 indeed, the deus. the taxes are, the richer they begome, and 


hey never ſucceed better than when the miniſter ſucceeds in 


taxes.ſ| The: Chancellor of the Exchequer ſays, that-this 
plan will not cauſe the funds to fall, but will occaſiori then 


to riſe, ſo if any Gentleman poſſeſſes 29,0001; in the funds, 


his fortune. may improve by this duty. If you riſe the-Stocki 


I ſay (as a worthy Alderman by his ſmile ſeems to think you 
will), for inſtance, two per cent. he will make a large ſum of 


money by his capital j ſo that, inſtead of taxing theſe Gen- 
tlemen, (Who by the way are the moſt able to bear it), you 


will increaſe their fortunes, while you ruin others beyond the 


power of redemption. Whereas your plan, to be worth any 
thing, ſhould compel the monied men to take, at leaſt, their. 


ſhare of the public burthens. I know that theſe obſerva- 
tions do not apply to the maſs of Stockholders, but I do ſay: 
they apply to thoſe whom the Chancellor of the Exchequer: 


always chuſes to favour-; I mean thoſe who are called the: 


monied men of the city. einn. AA 421 « LID 
But there is another point. to be conſidered, and it will ſoon 


72 9 


turn out to be an anſwer to the declaration of the Chancet-: 


lor of the Exchequer, upon the utility of his plan to che pub- 
lic, and the protection it is to afford to property; which is, 
that. under it, the whole property of England will ſoon ſhift 


hands. I know, that to a dry financier, that is matter of 


no concern; it is, to him, of no moment, to whom the pro- 
perty belongs, provided it produces a given ſum: tothe re- 
venue, but, there are others who will ſee indeſeribeable miſ- 


chief ariſing out of it, and will feel it too. Nor is it diffi- 


cult to conceive how this may happen: for the great maſs of 


the property of the country may change owners in the courſe 
of ſix, ſeven, eight, or nine years, That will make a great 
difference in the ſtate of the country itſelf; for, if the rich 
man in the city buys the ſmall eſtates of a number of gentle- 


men (Which will be one of the operations of this plan), al- 


though the eſtate will be the ſame, and the revenue the ſame, 


yet, the condition of whole diſtricts of inhabitants, will be 


materially altered. Wber agentleman of ſmall fortune ſells 


his eſtate, let him get ever ſo much for it, there are evils 


ariſing from that ſale to ſome parts of his family, which are 
never to be avoided, nor adequately deſcribed. This is a 


point which, although, it-may be: beyond the comprehenſion 


of ſome monied men, is yet well worthy the attention of this 


- Houſe, 


If I had nof' known the ſound of the voice of the Chancel- 
Vor. I. 1798. e e 
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lor of the Exchequer, ſa well as I do, or, if I had not had the 
pleaſure of ſeeing him oppoſite to me, I ſhould, from the 
ſenſe of his diſcourſe, have thought it was ſomebody who 
came into the Houſe to reproach the Miniſter for his efti- 
mates for the laſt five years. I could hardly have ſuppoſed, 
from what was ſaid. to-night againſt, adding perpetual taxes, 
and incteaſing the capital of debt, inſtead of raiſing, large 
ſupplies within the year to prevent the accumulation of the 
debt, came from the ſame man, who has increaſed; conti- 
nually, for the laſt five years, the permanent taxes; who 
has, in that time alſo, added x50 millions to the capital 
of the national debt; I ſhould have thought alſo, when 1 
heard him vaunting upon the integrity and Jon ſpirit of his 
country, and the-defperation and perfidioufneſs of e enemy 
that he was ſpeaking of a miniſter, who never de  him- 
felf ſo far as to negociate with the French Republic. I am 
not calling in queſtion his. ſincerity z but I am calling in 
queſtion his recollection, when I hear and ſee that the Chan- 
cellar of the Exchequer of 1798 cenſures, ſo untnercifullys 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer of 2796. 
The miniſter has been pleaſed to tell us in very lofty lan- | 
guage, what Europe will think of our proceedings. I am 

not bound to care fo much what Europe may think, as what 
the people of England muſt feel from our proceedings I am 
a repreſentative of the people of England, not a member of... 
the Congreſs at Nadſtadt. In my conſcience I do believe it 
is by peace, and by peace only, the Britiſh empire can be fe- 
cure; not fuch a peace as may. be had on any terms, ſtill leſs 
on diſhonourable terms, but on peace fairly to be underſtood. 
1 am as anxious as the miniſter can be for the ſecurity, and 
the proſperity, and the glory of ends but when, as he 
eloquently ſays, the people of England y ſor the ſalvage 
« of their ſecurity; I mean had they | hom pay for that 


ſalvage, and for that only, not for the ſuppoſes intereſt, of 


the. ſuppoſed honour of others. There was a time when 1 
could Rove heard this language: with patience, but when the 
people are told openly, as they are now, that this is nota war 
for our own honour, our on privileges, our own intereſt, or 
our own fafety, but that we ate embarking in it, for the p- 
poſed honour, the ſup poſed privileges, the ſuppoſed intereil, 
the. ſuppoſed fafety op Europe, I ſhould be ; unworthy the 
ſituation } am in; I ſhould b. betray my truff if 1 did not lift 
up my voice (inſignificant as I am in this Hauſe) againſt a 

| meaſure, when ſuch are r to * its objeAs. - hen- 
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ever any meaſure whatever is propoſed that tends to keel up 
the dignity of the Britiſh empire, the Chancellor of the Ex- 


_ chequer will always find me throwing aſide all political dif- 
ferences, and ſupporting.him. On that ground I gave him 
my ſupport upon the vote of the navy eſtimates. It was 


without loſing ſight of that ground that I heſitated about the 
eſtimates of the army, and I then ſtated my reaſons. , I ho 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer has nothing in view in this 
vote which he now propoſes, but the ſecurity of England; and 
I can hardly think that any miniſter will be hardy enough to 


order a fingle man to go out of this country for any conti- 


nenital purpoſes, or ſtill more for the ſuppoſed intereſts of 
other ſtates. They have none of them any claims upon us 
that renders that a duty in us; the more eſpecially {till when 
he recollects that ſuch is the ſtate of the Britiſh empire, that 
4 party of the land force, conſtitutionally belonging to Great 
Britain, is now in Ireland. Until we are in a Abi fitu- 
ation, I hope we ſhall not have any viſionary expeditions, .. I 
am aſſured that we are not in that ſtate at preſent. I thought 
it my duty to oppoſe this plan upon its principle. Pethaps 
when the clauſes of the bill, by which the reſolutions will of 
courſe be followed up, come to be laid before us, and the 


* blanks come to be filled up; I ſhall enter more at large into 


the ſubje& ; but I could not leave the Houſe. ſubject to tlie 


- ſuſpicion that T was over-powered in my judgment by the 


mere eloquence of the miniſter, and fill leſs ſhould I be 
willing to have it underſtood, that I agreed with him on 


thoſe points by which he endeavoured to maintain his prin- 


-  ciple. | | 
F Tre Chancellor of the Exchequer, in reply to Mr. Tierney, 


ſaid, that as far as his calculations and foreſight could enable 
him to judge, he did not expect that he ſhould be obliged to 


call on partlament for a greater ſupply than had now been 


laid before them in the enumeration of the ways and means. 


He wiſhed it however to be underſtood that by this aſſertiogng 
dae did not preclade himfelf from calling for a further fum, 
ſhould ùnforeſeen circumſtances or emergencies make it ne- 
caſſary, neither was it to preclude him from calling for a vote 


e YEA HOO ene, ns 1 OR 
Mr. Tierney ſaid, that he hoped he petfeRly underſtood the 
right hon. Gentleman, and that the whole of the ſupplies, the 


_ uſual ſupplies he meant, of the navy, army, &., were now 


before the Houſe, and that no further demand would be made 
Ax 18585 n ee 
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. vc vote of credit, Wee might be the amoufſt of 
that vote 1 305 1.8 | 
+ The:Chanctllor of the Auchiqnes repeated, that he was . 
aware of any other demand that his preſent view of circum- 
ſtances would render neceſſary, He could not, indeed, pre- 
tend to perfect accuracy in the general detail of whit he 
had advanced, but 8 ſay with perfect truth that he had 
no intention of bringing forward any future demand, except 
that which he had already ſtated. - .. 
The reſolutions were then read and agreed to, and the ro- 
port ordered to be received the next day. 
On the motion of the Chancellor of the Exclidqucrs the 
committees of Ways and n 1 of 1 were r 
o ſit on * | 
Aourned, 


1 
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TUESDAY, DEC. 4. 


| "Md William Dundas moved the ſecond adi of * 

Scotch ſmall note bill. The bill was then read a ſecond time, 
and ordered to be committed on Thurſday. ; 
| Mr. Wilberforce Bird moved the ſecond reading of the Eng- 5 
liſh ſmall note bill, which was read a ſecond time, r or- 
dered ö be committed on Friday. 

Mr. Roſe moved that there be laid before the Houſe a be 
quarters account of the amount of Britiſh merchandize ex- 
ported from the 1cth of October, 1797, to the oth of Oc- 
tober, 1798, diſtinguiſhing the different articles and the 

places to which they have been exported. —Ordered. 

The account was then laid before the Houſe by Mr, {ph 
from the. Cuſtoms. . 

The bill for allowing a grant to his Majeſty upon pen- 
5 ſions, ſugar, rum, tobacco, &c. &c. was read a ſecond time, 
and ordered to be committed the next day. | > 

On the motion of Mr. Roſe, the bill for cath a tax upon 


malt. mum, cyder, and perry, for the year 1799, ed 2 
don time, and committed for the next . 


* b 


wars AND MEANS, 

2 On $he.niotion far bringing up the report of the committee 

1 Ways and Means of the preceding day, | 

Sir Om Sinclair ' xole. to oblerye, ' that as the ſubject” 
ont 


— 
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about to be ſubmitted to the con ſideration of the Houſe, Was 
of the moſt eſſential confequence, and embraced the greateſt 
poſſible variety of intereſts, it was his opinion it meet 
with the fulleſt and moſt mature diſcuſſion. He would there- 
fore hint the propriety of the Houſe being called wig of 
to their ultimate 3 on this queſtion. | 
Mr. Hebhouſe faid that for more reaſons than one he did 
not riſe the preceding night to deliver any opinion upon the 
nature and tendency of he meaſure that was now <0 O 


the attention of the Houſe. In the firſt place he was not ſo 


vain as to preſume offering his objections at a moment When 
the minds of Gentlemen muſt have been dazzled and blaſſed 
dy the very brilliant and eloquent ſpeech; in which the mea- 
ſure, to which he was deſirous to object, had been introduced 
and recommended. And in the ſecond place, he was anxious 
to beſtow a due degree of attention upon the ſubject, and 
coolly examine how it was likely to operate, whether to the 
advantage or injury of the cayntry, before he attempted: to 
enter on any thing like a "diſcuſſion of the meaſure. His 
mind was deeply ſtruck in the firſt inſtance by refleQing 
how frequently the financial ſchemes of the right hon. Gen- 
tleman were known to prove abortive. In the ſhop tax, and 
in the watch tax, he had obſtinately perſiſted. Both, how- 
ever, the right hon. Gentleman was afterwards compelled to 
relinquiſh, and although the watch tax had been repealed, 
yet it had given a mortal blow to the trade. To the ſcheme 
of the Aſſeſſed Taxes, laſt year, the right hon. Gentleman was 
as fondly and as firmly wedded. But he now finds,» and 
confeſſes, that the reſources he expected froin them have 
failed, and that they by no means have come up to. his full 
expectations. Indeed, when the ſubject of the Aſſeſſed 
Taxes had firſt arreſted the attention of the Houſe, there were 
two queſtions upon which he beſtowed much conſideration, 
but upon which he found it difficult to make up his mind. 
Firſt, whether it were advantageous for the country that the 


neceſſary ſupplies for the ſervice of the year ſhould be raiſed | 


within the year; and whether the funding ſyſtem ſhould be 
in part, or wholly abandoned? His objections to the funding 

ſyſtem were very great it involved great inconveniences, and 
in-his mind it would have been for the intereſt of the country 


tdttumat it had never been adopted. It has been, if not the pa- 
rent, at leaſt the foſterer of many unneceſſary wats, Which“ 


Wars might have been prevented, if the ſupplies neceſſary for 
Jo 1 them on had been called for and raiſed within the 
Fes A 
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Pear g for if the people were made to feel, on the breaking 
Hg a war, the full preſſure of the burthens Which it whs 
ely to draw down upon them, they would not be ſo eafily 
Vo as they are now or ſo patiently made the ſport and 
tool of a miniſter's ambition. Beſides, attempts to borrow r 
. mbney invariably diſtreſſes the Stucks, and by Een A often Te- 
peajeds ultimately lead to national ruin. 12 
. Great alſo were the evils that reſulted from ee 
to raiſe the ſupplies within the year, and ſtrong conſequently 
were his objections to ſuch a ſyſtem; it was a ſyſtem that 
went directly to oppreſs and annihilate the middling ranks of 
ſociety ; it Would compel them to relinquiſh the ſituation 
which they were wont to fill in the country, and to forego 
the moderate comforts to which they had been uſed; in a 
word, they muſt ceaſe to form à diſtinct claſs in the commu- 
nity, where two orders only could henceforward be diſcover- 
able; that of the eminently wealthy, and of the miſerably 
indigent. Moreover, by endeavours to raiſe ſuch large ſums. 
of money within the year, a moſt ſerious and ſevere blow 
would be ſtruck: at our manufactures, and by thus i injuring - 
our manufactures, the moſt material injury would be done to 
the ſource from which flow the means of paying the public 
ereditor. On the comparative evils. of the two ſyſtems, he 
Could ndt well balance his mind; but, on the grounds which 
de had urged for 3 them, he thought himſelf juſtified 
in oppoling the bringing up of the report. He ſhould never 
conſent to ſee income made the criterton of taxation, or the 
expenditure of property, which only tended, to ſereen the 
avaricious, or to favour the indolent. To tax income indif- 
criminately, would be a moſt flagrant injuſtice; for one man 
may poſſeſs a fixed eſtate.of one thouſand pounds per annum, 


and another a fimilar income, but from variable means. What 


more different than the two ſituations when they come to be 
taxed as now propoſed? Two; merchants may alſo gain a 
thouſand pounds annually by their reſpective trades but their 
mode of purſuing their trades may be widely different; one 
may be ex paſed to an expenditure in far greater proportion 
than the other, either from the extent of his buildings, or 
the multiplicity of his machinery; to tax them alike, muſt | 
therefore be acknowledged to be highly unjuſt: and if property | 
only is to be taxed, that alſo would argue an equal degree of 
injuſtice for one man may have a property equal to that of 
another, while the income ariſing from it is far from being 
the APs On theſe grounds he could not bring _— to 
1 | | ieve, 
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believe, that either property, income, or expenditure; ſhonld 


ſolely and excluſively be taxed; ſuch a' baſis of taxation 
would, in his opinion, be highly unjuſtifiable ; and the moſt 
unqueſtionable one that could be laid, appeared to him to be 


that which would affect the full and joint reſult of all three, 


of property, of income, and expenditure. To a tax upon 
income he had one very heavy and urgent objection: it was 
a tax that would ſtrike with peculiar force at induſtry, and 


the fruits of induſtry; while indolence was leſt untouched 
and encouraged and what muſt be the natural conſequener 


of this diſcouragement of induſtry? Does it not tend to 


weaken that elaſticity, and relax thoſe ſprings, that give life 
agriculture, 


and activity to every braneh of trade, commerce, 
&c. &c. A merchant may take from his income, and 
part of it in the ſtocks, and thus make it reproductive; but 


' what muſt be his means in his reſources on the ſuppoſition f 
the preſent ſyſtem. The opinion he entertained upon this 
point, was ably expreſſed by an eminent writer on political 
e that contained 
it was very: ſhort, he hoped he might be permitted to read it; 
it runs nearly as follows“ As to the pure profits on trade, 
although they appear to be income, yet I conſider them merely 
as ſtock, and therefore they ought not to be taxed. They 
may be ſaid to reſemble the annual ſhoots of a tree, which 
encreaſe the maſs, hut are very different from the fruit and 
ſeed.” . Thus: the tax now propoſed will not only weaken 


economy (Sir James Stuart), and as the 


the tree, but if adopted and perſiſted in, will finally impet 


us to cut down the tree, that we may more eaſily get at he 
fruit. This he felt to be an inſuperable objection to the 


principle of the tax; nor did he ground his objeRion' upo 


the idea that it was a violation of the public faitb. While 
money remained in the funds, the dividend muſt be paid 
without any diminution; but when it is in the pocket of the . 
ſtockholder, then it becomes liable to taxation — but not be- 
fore, without à violation of the public faith. But the moſt 
flagrant injuſtice of all that marked the face of this prope” i 
m, 


fition/ was, that the man who poſſeſſed 2col. per ann 


| ſhould be equally compelled to pay his ten per cent. as the 
man who rioted in the enjoyment of 40,0001 yearly income! 


But there were doubtleſs many points which fabfeqvent al- 


terations and amendments might ſofteg down. Here, how- 

_ "ever, he would be glad to know, if che commiſſioners em- 

ployed in leyying this tax, are to have a poundage, or a ſti- 

pend, like ſame other commiſſioners, out of; and proportionate 
MAS, 2 * e | | to, 
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to the 1 of the tat they gather. This would = 

9 eil i act as a gr at ſtirnülüs even on tlie minds of Nw 
ſpectable perfons who were to be ſelected for that purpoſe, 
and to hom merchants, when they thought - themſelves firs. 
charged,” Would be under the obligation of opening their 
books. In this light ſurely the meaſure was cruel and op- 
preſſve; and carried with it all the hideous fratures of A re- 
| qurſition. As to the productiveneſs of this new financial 
| n not he fitate to ſay, that it was likely 40 
bring in more than the aſſeſſed taxes, becauſe there were 
many, and thoſe even very conſcientious perfons, who, under 
the operation of that ſyſtem, did not pay a tenth, becauſe they 
were not expoſed to be put on their oath.” But Whatever the 
right hon. Gentleman may expect, there may be great evaſion 
evei. under the operation of the nee, ſcheme; for ſuppoſe a 
erfon to have mortgaged his eſtate, and taken up à profeſ- 
n, is he not free to chuſe what mode he pleaſes of paying 
his debts ? May he not make over his eſtates to truſtees, and 
thus reduce his income? How then can the tax affect him? 
Theſe were but a few of the objections that preſſed upon 
his mind againſt the meaſure in queſtion, but for the preſent 
he would reſt here, only requeſting, before he concluded, to be 
allowed to ſay a word on the uſes for which this bold attempt 
has been embarked in and what was its profeſſed and pro- 
minent uſe? Was it not the continuance of this juſ and ne- 
ceſſary war? On the propriety of theſe epithets, his opinion 
was long ſince ex preſſed to the Houſe, and he would again 
repeat it, and ſay. that the origin of the war was on our part 
an act of aggreſſion; that many opportunities had ſince oc- 
curred for bringing it to a concluſion, but that they were 
| either loſt or converted to no wile uſe; we are, therefore, 
I ſtill blindly-to perſevere in carrying on the war, and that on 
2 more extenſive and expenſive ſcale than before. We are 
FE not only to ſubſidize foreign powers, but we are alſo to ſend 
| over bodies of our troops to co-operate in their military ex= «| 
. peditions. He was ſorry to be compelled to employ a ſtrong 
and coarſe expreſſion, but really he did not expect to hear any 
thing ſo abſurd from miniſters as, that after the fatal ex pe- 
3 rience and fatal fruits of all their errors, they would now 
In . Propoſe ſo monſtrous a ſcheme of taxation, and that merely 
| FR_— to gratify the Quixotiſm of delivering Europe from the yoke 


— 
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and the hious operation of ſuch à tax, muſt lead, 9 2 5 


7 1 1355 
quĩty and expoſure of the ſtate of each, perſon's, ingame; it 

was his, opinion, that this enquiry ſhould take place before before the 
bill weng ta be put in force; the appointed period-for-w 


ſubmit to the Houſe the propriety of appointing the oom 
miſſigners immediately, that they might receive the ſtate⸗ 
ments which the bill went afterwards; to require, and ſuch 
voluntary declarations. of income as merchants particularly 
would he inelined o makę before any enquiry was inſtituted; 


their 6wn voluntary, impulte; rather than after.enquiry per- 
haps. be compelled to expoſe their books. The plan, im his 


bold t0.makg.cvery, exertion to raiſe the funds. The ſtock- 
bolder, dug pr incipally 40 be conſidered; for in the ſixth 
year of the war, the price of land continued as high as ever, 
while: the ſtockholder, at many periods of it, had: loſt near 
one half of his property. The ſtockholder, was aften. com - 
pelled to ſell. out ſtuck at any price, for the purpoſes, for ex- 
ample, of pay ing legacies, marriage portions, & c. Thus he 
may. be. under,the neceflity, of ſelling at 53, or. perhaps 44, 
what he bought ia at 98; while the landbolder. now may 
'geccive as high a price as at the commencement of the war. 
The Selicitsr General ſaid, jhat;there would he no delay in 
appointing the commiſſioners, and as to voluntary declara> 
tions af income, there would. be.a clauſe i in e pill ſor ad- 
mitting hem. 4 
Mr. Zones. profeſſed tm ſelf. 2 blend to the een * ths 
meaſure, but he fearedi its execution would involve many dif- 
ficulties and inconveniences. He indeed laſt year had the 
honour of ſuggeſting, a ſimilar meaſure; but notwithſtanding 


avawed.the generous deſign of 


_ the, commiſſioners. be armed with any power to trench in the 


leaſt on the priviledges of the people of England. He never 


liked apy.thing that looked like an inquilition. {Theory and 
| ' piadiice were well known to be often at variance, and though 


he approved the principle of the mealure propoſed, yet he 


5 would, not be baund ta adogt it if its execution gave rife to 
IJ IP ids 8 which he foxeboded. At all eren he truſted 
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he undezritood to be-the,gth of April next. He would alla 


for merchants would doubtleſs agree eyen to large ſums. from 


opinion, was a good one, and it ag but juſtice ta the ſtock- 


1b. e brilliant, ſpeech Which {till dis ear, and in 

. Which the right hon: 3 had opened his plan and 
uccouring oppreſſed Europe, 

yet he could got bind himſelf o vote for the meaſure ouſd 
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imat a more full, and fair diſeuſſiom would be given to it than = 
to the mea ſurg of the land tax laſt ear. 
og py Mr, Buxtan was ſorry to hear ſuch: harſh terms applied ta 
| the mealure now propoſed by his right hon. Friend; it by no 
| means called for, nor juſtiſjed them; nor were the other ob- 
ſervations chat were thrown out by any means applicable to 
the queſtion before the Houſe, which was merely, that the 
= teport be now brought up. He heard much ſtreſs laid upon 
1 te words “ inquiſitorial power; for his part, he could not 
ſee the meaſure in that light: on the contrary; he looked upon 
it as a plan as fair and candid as a Chancellor of the Exchequer 
could propoſe. Thoſe who were to ſuperintend its execution 
were allo of the moſt unqueſtionable charader. They were 
to be drawn from that deſcription of perſons to whom are 
entruſted the execution of our civil and criminal laws. It was 
not therefore to be ſuppoſed that men of ihe firſt conſequence. 
in the country would lend their countenance and co- opera- 
tion to a meaſure that deſerved to be branded with the epithets 
which ſome genilemen had thought proper to indulge in. 
As to the difhculiies attending it, they would not be found 
greater than thoſe which at all times emharraſſed meaſutes of 
uch various and gomprehenſive operations. He ſaſt year pro- 
poſed, that if a tax was to be laid upon land, a tax alſs ſhould 
be laid on income of every fort. It was his wiſh to Tee all 
property equally intereſted in the defence of the country, 
and equally to contribute towards the protection it received. 
Was not this the object of the meaſure how propoſed, and 
why reſiſt it, unleſs a fairer and more effectual one can be 
ſubſtituted in its ſtead? He was as ſteady a friend as any 
member of that Houſe to the real liberties of the country, and 
thoſe who were friends to thoſe: libefties, ſhould not grumble 
at ſacrificing. a few of their comforts. in order to protect and 
ſecure them. It is obje ged to the-meaſure that its object is 
to continue during the war, and that it was intended to ſub- 
ſidize foreign powers, in order to gain their co- operation | 
againſt the common enemy. This, in his eyes, was no ob- . 
jection; on the ontrary, he was bold to ſay, that no mini- 
ſter ſhould be permitted to temain in power ii this country, 
who was not watchful in procuring and maintaining ſuch 
-—_ continental connections; fer this ifland, however ptopdi 
ſome Gentlemen may be ineliped ta ſpeak of its ſuffciency, 
is and muſt be connected with Europe; and if any miniſtet 
neglecled to keep up that congection by every 4's 
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he ſhould be pronounced puilty of high treafon; and puniſhed 
for his guilt. If the powets on the continent 110 = 
the miniſter would not bea true friend to his country if 
did not, endeavouf to ſupply them. He truſted, therefore, 
that he would have the ſpirit to do fo; and that nothing * 
be left untried to make all Europe, to à man, riſe up and 
poſe the proſligate ambition of an enemy that Knows 
where to ſtop, till he r FHN oh on we Hiberty and depen 
. dence of the world. 

Mr. Jones explained, atid-faid; tliat he had not the leaſt ob- 
jeg ion io the principle of the meaſure.” TT CONE 

The reſolutions weretiien read; agreed to, atd a bll ordered. 
to be brought in in purfuance of them 

Sir Francis Burdett ſaid, that what he was ot 16 ſtate 
would not, he truſted; detain the Houſe for any conſ} derahle 
time The motion he was about to offer to the Houſe was 
ſo unobjeciionable i in itſelf, that he did not believe the Houſe 
could fee any impropriety whatever in it; and he rather 
thought that his Majeſty's miniſters themſelves would accede 
to it. He ſhould therefore read itt That there be laid be- 
fore. this Houſe a liſt of the names of all the priſoners con- 
fined, under the Act of the 38th of his preſent Majeſty, en- 
titled, * An AQ to empower his Majeſty to ſecure and detain 
ſuch perſons as he ſhall ſuſpet to be conſpiring againſt his 
perſon and government.“ 

He then ſaid he ſhould not preſs this' motion now; If he 
was given to underſtand there was the leaſt objection to ity 
he ſhould, in that caſe, bring it forward on ſome future day. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid the hon. Baronet had 
done rightly when he determined to take time before he made 

this motion, if it was objected to; it certainly was not a 
motion of courſe, and therefore the hon. Baronet would now 

take an opportunityof naming forne day for thediſcuſfion of it, 

The motion was then appointed for Monda ß. 

The Secretary at Har moved the order of the day, whit! | 
was to take into conſideration four reſolutions. of the on. 
mittee of ſupply upon the army eſtimates. 

The Houſe proceeded to conſider the reſoluridrs* Fi 
8 On reading that which by arthur 10 the ſupplementary mf 

lila, . 

Tord Ruſſell ſaid. hens were tome complaints upon — 450 TVS 
' branch: of the public ſervice in har part ot the country 
Which he lin; 'Fhe expence was ſuch that the people o 

not ee it. TEA was a great difficulty 5 ben 

I I le ; ludSitotes, 
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7 ſubſtituses, and when p rogured, they de ſerted very frequeritly. A 
This becume a very troubleſpme; bulinels to this part of the 
.conntty. He, wiſhed, miniſters to take it into confideration, 


and endeavour to find out ſome relief. 1 8 
II be Feeretary at Har ſaid, he did not know of any parti- 
cular grievance that belonged to one part of the country more 
than another, in this particular, If the noble Lord had any 
- thing to ſuggeſt by way of remedy, he ſhould be happy to 
hear it. Inquiry might, perhaps, lead to ſome ſuggeſtions 
for remedies, but until ſomething of that kind took place, 
3 he knew of nothing that could be done. 
The reſolution was then put and carried; as were the 
other reſolutions, and à bill or bills were ordered to be = 
brought in in purſuance of them. Gaede i 4 
The Secretary at Mar moved for leave to bring in a bill 
for puniſhing mutiny and defertion, and for the better pay- 
ment of the army and their quarters, that is commonly called 


the mutiny bill. Leave given. —Adjourned. | 


\ 
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5 82 WEDNFSDAY, DEC. 5. 3 
This day Lord Nelſon's annuity bilt was brought up from 
the Houſe of Commons, and read a firſt and ſecond time and 


committed for Monday. | 
The Houſe then adjourned to Monday next. 


HOUSE OF. COMMONS. | 
"WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5. 


The malt duty bill paſſed a committee of the whole Houſe, 
and the report was ordered to be received the next day 
The Chance lor of the Exchegur- brought up a bill for re- 

pealing the duties laid on the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, called 
the Aſſeſſed Taxes, for the ſupport of the war, and for laying 
other duties in lieu thereof, in order to carrying on the ſame 
purpoſe more effectual 77. . 

| The title of the bill being read. 

Sir [Robert Clayton ſaid, we were to look, not upon men, 
but meaſures. If he had been in the Houſe the other day 
he ſhould have been againſt a certain Baronet now near him. 
-. We. ſhould, not have had the ſucceſs we had laſt ſummer if 
we had previouſly diminiſhed our navy. By their exettions, 
however, our fear of invaſion was at an end. The public 

| | | money 
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money of this country he thought always well beſtowed upon 


the navy z but 15 could not give his voice ſo cordially for the 
N /ould he give his content to any Aupport to 


army. Never 5 | | 
a continental war, nor any loan to à foreign printe. Hewas 
againſt ſeceſſion from parliametit; he withed Mr. Fox 


he was called to order |—Well then, he would fay he wiched 


a certain gentleman would attend his duty in that Houſes It 


was ſaid, „you cannot get the prefent miniſter out true; 


but he oppoſed Lord North for 17 years; and if they had not 
attended for all that time they would not have ſucceeded and 
got him out of power. He was of opinion that the preſent 
miniſters miſconduQed the public affairs, and if a wiſer po- 
licy was not adopted, he was afraid we ſhould loſe Ireland as 
we. loſt America. He was againſt the plan of the Aſſeſſed 
Taxes; but he did not ſwear off, but paid them. He be- 
believed, however, that much perjury had been committed in 
_ conſequence of theſe aſſeſſments. He was no orator, 'and 
knew not how to ſpeak to advantage; but his eonſcience he 
ought to ſpeak. He was againſt this tax upon income; he 
Was againſt laying open all the accounts of the trader, the 
merchant, and the banker:—it was to him a dreadſul thought. 
But, if it muſt go on, he hoped fomebody would propoſe that 


only 10 per cent. ſhould attach on 5001. a year, and twenty. 


per cent. upon a thouſand, and advance the rate as we 
upwards. If placemen and penſioners, ſhould ſupport that 
plan, then he would fay they were good ſtateſmen. With 
regard to the right hon. Gentleman, he owned he was a ve 


lucky miniſter; for he never had to open a ſeſſion but ſome 
ſucceſs had juſt previouſly occurred to his advantage. In- 


decd the preſent miniſter reminded him of a Cat: for toſs and 


_ * throw him as you will, he always lights upon his feet; he is 
always upon his legs: he begged pardon, but he wiſhed to 


declare his public opinion; he thought the country in ſuch a 
ſituation, that every honelt independent man ought to come 
forward and deliver his opinion. He ſhould oppoſe this mea- 


ſure in every ſtage ; but if the Houſe ſhould be determined to 


go on with it, he ſhould have a clauſe to propoſe relative to 
all places and penſions when the bill came into the com- 
mittee, . 5 Ne VVV 
I.! be dill was then read a firſt time, and ordered to be read 
a ſecond time the next day⸗ yx. e 
Ihe Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that the next 

day he would move for leave to bring in a bill to amend the 
act of the laſt ſeſſion for the ſale of the land ta. 
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12 CALL. oF THE Hous g. 2 9 * $4 31 


Mr., Sho". aſked if the Income Bill was intended for te. 
commitment on Friday ſennighht. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer anſwers in the affirma- 
tive. 

Sir John Sinclair ſaid, he hoped the right hob. Gentleman 
3 alter his intention of re-committing the bill on that 
day, as he wiſhed that the Houſe might be called over on that 
day fortnight, it being uſual to do ſo upon the diſcuſſion of 
great queſtions, in order to enforce as full an attendance as 
offible. The preſent queſtion involved in it the moſt; im- 
nt conſiderations. The ſunding ſyſtem was the mode 
which ſupplies had been raiſed for a century paſt. Any 


1 


meaſure, therefore, which went to lay aſide a ſyſtem that had 


been attended with ſucceſs, and under which the country 
flouriſhed, ought to be looked upon with apprehenſion and 
jealouſy. It would require the united wiſdom of the, Houle . 
io cart the meaſure into effect, and one great difficulty would 
ve to aſcertain the ſcale of the tax on income: "He objected 
ſtrongly to the tax on income ariſing from the public funds, 
as well as that on property which perſons had out of the 
country. The people were ſeverely taxed already, and to lay 
heavier burthens on them might be productive 0 emigration, 
and other ill conſequences that would finally render the tax 
- unproduQtive. It would be: better to ſuffer the tax of laſt 
yeac to remain; to ſubſtitute the preſent in its room, would 
de throwing away a permanent for a temporary advantage ; 
and he feared it would haye the effect of raiſing the price of 
all the neceſſaries of life. It therefore wauld be adviſeable to 
have all the members aſſembled together, as by their united 
- wiſdom ſome other meaſure might be deviſed ; or this bill be 


rendered leſs objectionable. He would therefore move, that 


the Houſe be called over on that day fortnight. 

Mr. Tyrrwhit thought, from ths full attendance in the 
Houſe ow the Chancellor 'of the Exchequer Urner the 
meaſure; that a call would be faperflueus. - 

Mr. Martin ſaid, he had long thought that many dialects 
my that Houſe neglected their duty very much, not that he 
uite ſure; that the public would be much benefited if 
lid attend. He begged; however, to be underſtood as 


2 to allude to any particular member or meinbers of the 


Houſe. He meant purely to apply his obſervation to thoſe. 


who ſtaid oy e when nothing kept them nn 
„ 21 


o " \ . x X = . % 
: „ # — * - © 
. : 4 4 
7 ” * 2 4 - * - - 1 = 0 - — +4 
— - ©. A v % 4 ” 


4. 


1 


- n Iu 
1 - 
, bw _ ö 


5 : 
# . 
, — he 0 - aa 
„ + orgy « {HE 
2 * 8 4 a 0 
,® MAS . Las . 4 4 0 * * 4 | 
- Ga 


| Drc,6.] | WOODFALA'S PARLYAMENTARY REPORTS. 33 
their pleaſute who totally neglected the Houſe of C3minibns, 
as if they were never choſen members pf it. He wondered 
| 15 5. their conſtituents did not. take means to wn N 
endance. . 
; . Deferred the other orders why the; Lay 10 1 5 | 55. 
ede. 158 ARE: 7 ph: / 
HOUSE OP: COMMONS. ce 
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Mr. TY brought up the report of, the. 1 K. pill. 
Wo was ordered to be read a third time Abe a day; i | 
then engroſſed. LY 

The Scots ſmall notes. bill was ordered to, be! reported the 
next day. 

The Chancellor. of the Exchequer. moved the ſecond the: 
of the Income bill, which was read a ſecond An. and.c or- 
dered tal be gommiited next day. e | 


kau TAX REDEMPTION BIE. d 


"The C hancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that theatof 
laſt ſeſſion, for the fale”and pf; of the Bag 05 + 
now read. % 

The ad being read accordinglys OUS: 

The C hance lar of the Exchequer 1 5 role and cid, that it 
was his intention now to move far leave to bring in a bill to 
render the ſaid ad more effectual, and to give greater facility 
to the execution of its proviſions. This additional facility 
was in the firſt inſtance the object of the new bill; but 
among the intended regulations, one of the firſt would be! to 
allow an extenſion of the time now limited for the redemp- 
tion. He likewiſe thought i it adyiſcable to make certain pro- | 
_ viſions for. enabling perſans to make contracts in ſums of 
money for the redemption of ihe tax. There were allo per- 
ſons who poſſeſſed eſtates, in different couniies, and by; the 
laſt bill ſuch perſons were enabled to charge their property in 
one county, in order to. redeem; their land tax in another. 
This point, in his mind, involved no diſſiculty but itiſtill 
pave riſe to ſome object ions among the comimillioners, which 

e was now deſirous to remove. It Was another leading ob- 
ject af the new bill to make certain. regulatious — 
eccleſraſtical property, and perſons poſſe ſſing property, deviſe 
for lives and on long terms, aud who had no clatm to the 


{ae benefits as of pas e entalled Fes : : he doubted - 
not 
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but, might be deviſed of extending the advantages 
of the” aft to, Al eh pert el 


firſt raiſed againſt the meaftire, he was happy to be able to 
ſay, that ſuch doubts and objeclions would ſoon'appear to have 
been wholly unfounded, for the ſucceſs, he:could bg WY aſſert, 
had far exceeded his moſt ſanguine expectations. He con- 
eluded by moving for leave to bring in a bill, te:enlarge*the - 
time limited for the redemption of the land tax; and to ex. 
plain and amend the proviſions of the bill introduced laſt 
e „F . 
Mr. Jones ſaid, he did not riſe to oppoſe the motion made 
by the. right hon. Gentleman, eſpecially if the meaſure he 
had in contemplation was, as the right hon. Gentleman in- 
timated, ſo palatable to the public. But that alterations and 
amendments ſhould be neceſſary to it, her was not at all ſur- 
priſed; for he could not forget the precipitancy with which 
he right hon. Gentleman hutried the land tax bill through 
the Houſe Taft year. nõtwithſtanding the earneſt ſuliditations 
of many reſpectable Gentlemen that further time might be * 
allowed for a more mature examination of its various and | __ 
complicated clauſes. He was ſorry to uſe any thing like of- 
fenſive or harſh expreſſions but he could not help ſaying that 
it was a ſevere reflection on the right hon, Gentleman nat 
N 8 8 R 
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that he could not, but conſider the preſent meaſure as # blow, 
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E now. propoſed he had no heſitation in denominating, he child” 
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meaſure ; for in, ſpite of the obje&ions, and op oſirion of 


vantageons to the landed intereſt. The. Bill inirs/paſſige © 
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through the Houſe laſt Seſſion, had undergone many weeks 


o 


diſcuſſion ; there was no Rage of it in which its pfinciple or 

ed, he would not ſay by trite'or © 
ents, many of thoſe that were, urged 
were the reſult of calm judgment and cool conſideration ; 


_ 


its proviſions were not oppo 


0 


yet this is the bill which, the hon. Gentleman contends was 


| hurried through the Houſe with unbecoming precipitancy. 
The hon. Gentleman is alfo pleaſed” to ſtiſe it an act of 


wer ; and moſt unqueſtionably with great propriety, for 
t was an act of the legiſlature; and he truſted that acts of 
the legiſlature would ong prove to be acts of power. Nor 
did he conceive it ſo ſevere ateflecion upon his conduct as the 


hon. Gentleman ſeemed difpoſed to inſinuate; that he ſhould” 


have preferred the general opinion of the Houſe to that of 
the hon, Gentleman and ſome few of his friends, and that 
he was leſs ſwayed by their ſolicitations than by the well 
founded arguments of thoſe who framed and ſupported the 
bill, As to his not foreſeeing the neceſſity of the Bill being 
altered and amended, that was a reflection which he was not 
anxious to ward off. It was not merely the fault of his fore- 
ſight, but was alſo a reflection upon the foreſight of the 
ableſt law authorities in the Kingdom, who never pretended, 
much lefs did he pretend, to attain complete perfeQion at 


- 


once, eſpecially in a meaſure ſo various, ſo complicated and 


fo extthfive. He had now been twelve or fourteen years en- 


deavouring to bring for wart meaſures of that nature, and he 
was not aſhzmed to confeſs that the firſt ſpecimens of his 


ſchemes were not as corre& and perfect as further en- 


quiry, and more minute inveſtigation, might have rendered 
them. OF moſt of his financial plans he coold ſay the fame, 
but he truſted that by perſeverance and attention he had 
biovafit Wha "i" embed Wee perten Tie dig Bot 


there tore feel the leaſt hurt at not being ſuppoſed to Have in 
the firfk inſtance made à bill more cotrect and perfect, that 


Was to be framed out of new, difficult and intricate matter; 


As often as he was cenſutecd for his endeavours to cor rect his 
meaſures, fo often would he receive ſuch cenſures as compli- 
8 2 a N 14a 6 71 


A 2 | | or 
Mr. e e wa contended that the Gentleman 


who had formerly divided with bim againſt the bill, had al- 
Ways urged 5 it the beſt founded arguments. 


n ſaid; that ſo far from expecting the bill 
ſhould have met with no cbſiactes, it appeared to hin ſufe 
priſing that it ſhould have proved ſo practicable in the very 
/ ĩ˙0H cu ſer 


i 


Mr. Fur 
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a. 
outſet. He could not therefore but applaud the wiſdom of 


his right, honourable friend in adopting ſüch alterations as 
would give additional facility to the execution of its provi- 
ſions, by which the country had already been ſo materially 
benefitted, But he principally roſe to expreſs a with, that 
whatever amendments were neceſſary to the bill might be 


introduced as ſpeedily as poſlible, -and he particularly 14 


roved of that which extended the time of payment here 


wiſhed as mich latitude might be given as poſſible for ſucſ 
payments, and if made in ſtock, he would think it more ad- 
viſeable. . In the progreſs of the bill he hoped there would 
be introduced x clauſe to ſettle the teſt of Freeholders at Elec- 


tions, which at preſent was, a point that ſcemed to remain um- 
decided. Upon the whole he was ſatisfied that the bilt- 
would not appear to have in, view the object which ſome 
Gentlemen pretended to give it, pamelyy to ſerve. certain 
political purpoſes ; but that it would be c 
eſpecially 3 Ih it was duly amended, that is operation 
would a0 ths general good of the country—in' that light 
it ſhauld have his molt cordial ſupport. n 
? The otter was then put, and leave given to bring in the 
pn. ens: 1 r 


8 


drape orrienss. 


Ener tre ' a Fare Fg IP a, #2 ng 
Mr. M. 4. Taylor ſaid, he wiſhed to ſubmit a motion ta 
Majeſty's - 


the Houſe, to which he could not think chat bis : 
miniſters would make the leaſt objeQion, ' Its ject Was ta 
get information why the charge in the army 8 


eee, 


Staff Officers ſhould have ſo far exceeded that of laſt year. 


The Ghanceller of the. Exchequer did not object to the mo- 
tion; but ſuld, that before, the papers were laid; before the 
Houſe: he could ſatisfy. the honourable Gentleman's curioſit 7 
dy informing him, that as BY JE a very conſiderable body 
ot the Supplementary militia had been called gut into actual 
' ſervice, it Was natural that a proportionable zugmentation 
ſhould have taken place in ihe number of Staff Officers. 

Mr. Taylor then moved, that, there be 120 before, the 
Houſe an account of the number of General and Staff Ofh- 
cers now in the ſervice. of Great Britain, ſpecifying their re- 
ſpe&;ye Tanks, the diviſions in which they Terve, and the 
amouny of the pay they. received —Ordered. © 

The other orders of the Houſe were then diſpoſed of, and 
M OC oo han bl 
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fly demonſtrated, 
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we Pay 2 C Faipay,' Dec. 7, ho | 

| "The Sheriffs of. London, preſented a petition 9 on n behalf of 

dhe City, praying for the adoption of a plan of cutting a 
Canal. from Blackwall through the Ifle of Dogs, for the 
better accommodation of ſhipping, &c, . Referred” to the 
committee to whom the former petitions ere referred. 

Mr. Manning moved for leave to bring in a bill for 
making Wet Docks, &c. for the greater accommodation of 
the Port of London.—Granted. 

Mr. Sewell preſented ſimilar petitions from the: Weſt 
India merchants, and which ſtated, that they would them- 
ſelves defray the.expences attending any regulation, for. ren- 
dering the Port of London more emen +Reterred to 
a committee. 

Mr. Habhouſe moved, that there be laid- befaxe: the Houſe 
an account of the money advanced by the Bank of England 
for the public ſervice, and dee an the 7th er . 
1798.—Qcdered. 

Mr. Ks/e brought up a bill for continuing fora furihet te 
9 be limited. a bill for preventing and puniſhing perſons we 
attempt to ſeduce any perſon in his Majeſty's ſervice, by ſea 
or land, from their duty and allegiance, xc. Read a firſt 
time; ordered io be read a ſceond time the next day 

Sir Mn. Hung . preſented a petition from the Planters of 
St. Vincent and Grenada, praying for a loan, to enable them 
to defend their property againſt a ferocious and cruel ay. 

' —Ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker obſeryed; that no n "Gab public 

money could be attended to by the Houfe, unleſs, 1 it came by 
_ of recommendation from the Crown. 

The bill for continuing the land tax duty on penſions, amd 
ſome perſonal eſtates, &c. paſſed the cammitice: and, the 
5 was e for the next day. 


* 1 
1340 WW 


nan TAX REDEMPTION pitt. ' 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer. brought up a. bill to en 
large the time limited for the redemption of the land tax, and 
99 amend the at for the ſale thereof, &. Read a firſt time. 

On the queſtion for the ſecond readin 175 | 
1 John Sinclair ſuggeſted the propriety of ſome delay, in 
1 ey 5 ſo important a matter as this. 

MF: nes vent. the propoſition of the bon. Baronet 
Fs a b lingular | 
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a ſingular one; for this matter was amply diſcuſſed when it 
was before the Houſe laſt year ; and this was only to give a 
facility to carrying into, effect What Parliament had already 

£4 approved ant fo, he believed,” had the great butk of the 

"country. It was ſtrange if the Houſe: wanted time to'de- 
termine 'whether its On intentions mould be carried into 

effect.. ien FC UE! ©1091 x 
The Chancel'or 'of the Exthequer ſaid, he propoſed the ſecond 
reading of this bill the next day; and as he had no appre- 

henſton that the buſineſs of the loan would on Monday oc- 
cupy much time, he ſhould think it would be convenient to 
go into à cpmmittee upon this bill on that day; that, indeed, 
he conſide reti as the proper ſtage for the diſcuffion : and as 
the hon. Bafonet ſeemed to be totally ignorant of the con- 

"tents, he ſhould propoſe that the bill be printee. 
Mr. H«ffey withed that this bill might meet as much iſ. 
patch as was conſiſtent with the: nature of the thing; but 
could not help adverting to the expence with whic|irt had 
been attended. He thought it his duty, as one of the Repre- 
ſentatives of the people, to examine into that matter. "Hg 
did not pretend to know the real ſtate of the cafe; but he 
had heard that the expence already incurred was not leſs than 
one million,. He aid not ſtare theſe things lighily ; but it 
he was miſin formed, the miniſter would correct him. 
Ihe Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, if the plan which the 

pill was intended to enforce, had coſt che pubſis ide ſum al- 
luded to by the hon. Gentleman, it would have been cheaply 

purchaſed; but he had not the moſt diſtant comprehenſion, or 
even gueſs, how Tuch, or any thing like ſuch, an expence 
could attend the execution of this act. He ſhould be glad to 
| - have ſomeſpecific information upon that matter. 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he could mot give the miniſter the particu- 
lars. But had the right hon. Gentleman never heard of this, 
nor any thing like it:! e, en 
The Chancellar of the Exchequer, ſaid, never. | 
+ The bill was then ordered to be read a ſecond time the 


” 


pext day, and to be printed. 3 | 1 
We ts wo ; 'F i Nee 1 
e MILITIA IN IRELAND. nr. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up a bill to con- 
tinue, for a time io be limyed, a bill to enable his Maſęſty to 
6 rp! of "the ſervices of fuch part of the militia as may vo- 
luntarily offer themſelves for ſervice in Ireland, &c. Read 
2 firſt time; aud on the queſtion for the Tecond reading, - © 
"Y * / : | | | Mr. 
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Mr, Tierney laid, that he felt. fo much diſpoſed"to give 
every poſſible credit and confidence to the noble Lord at the 
| head of affairs in that country, that he was ready, as far as 
| 5 in him lay, to put any force whatever under the direcl ion of 
| that noble Lord. But feeling that miſchief might have been 
| 


\| done, and he was afraid that..incalculable miſchief had been 
| done in that country, he could not poſſibly. ſupportghis bill; 
and, yet ſo ſituated were things there at this time, that he 
knew not how to oppoſe the meaſure now before the Houſe, 
1 Ordered that the bill be read a ſecond time the next day. 


o 
IF 


1 FAx ON INCOME, A e 
The Income bill being in a committee of the whole Houſe, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer. obſerved, that perhaps the 

committee would diſpenſe with formalities in the preſent 

ſtage of this important proceeding, as the amendments ſhould 
be 2 ; and that he oropoled to have the diſcutlion of 
the meaſure on the recommitment of the bill. 
The bill then, pro forma, paſſed the committee, and the re- 
ort was ordered for the next day. | - | | 
_ Adjourned. | a 
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3% SATURDAY, DEC. 8. " eee 
es The Speater acquainted the Houſe, that he had received a 
1 letter from Sir J. B. Warren, in which that gallant Admiray 
has expreſſed the very high and grateful ſenſe which he and 
his officers, and the mien under his command, entertained of 
the honour conferred upon them by ſhe thanks of the Houſe 
of Commons for their recent conduct on the coaſt of Treland; 
an honour which, next to the glbry\of ſerving their king and 
country, they regarded as their moſt flattering reward. © —_ 
The report of the Scots ſmall note bill was brought up; 
and the bill ordered to be read a third time on Monday, if 
| then engroſſed. - r TRAY 
The new land tax redemption bill was read a ſecond time, 


- 


ft 0 


and ofdered to be committed on Monday. 
The report on the Income bill was ordered to be taken 

into further conſideration on Friday next; the, bill was alſo 
beet „iin 
e bill for empowering his Majeſty. to accept the volun- 

tary offers of the Engliſh mititia to ſerve in Ireland, was read 

a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed on Monday; as: 

Wy | TRIER W 
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was the. bill for puniſhing ney. to 2 8 his Mags 's 
failors or ſoldiers from their e r 
e, 8 1 1 10 b. 


N . 1 l N fil 


_ HOUSE OF. LORDS. N 


nnn 10. 8 « 77 ; Mis ge 


This Yay the Houſe went into a committee vp on Lord 
Netfon' 8 ban Bill, which Was afterwards Dy a this 
time. 

Mr. Rickett's Divorce Bill was orefeniiba and read, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond time on the 26th inſtant. 

The Lord Chancellor communicated Sir John 2921 War- 
ren s anſwer to the thanks of the Houſe. 

9 to Thurday next. 


* 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. / Ree 
MONDAY, DEC. 10. WG, 27 


© Mr: Manning brought up the London Wel Dock Bil, 
which was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
time on Tueſday ſe'nnight. "PEI SY. [> 

General Tarleton brought up a Petition from Liverpool, 
praying for leave to mage arid eren the harbour of that 
town. 

General 7 arleton ſaid, that a petition from a pee of meh 
commereial importance as Liverpool, diſtinguiſhed for ho- 
nourable enterpriſe, was deſerving of the attention of tho 
Houſe. When, however, the petition came from a body of 
men ſo eminent for public ſpirit and patriotiſm, as thoſe he 
had the honour to repreſent, it came with peculiar claims to 
regard. He need not remind the Houſe of the readineſs and 
_ zeal which the town of Liverpool had diſplayed on every bc- 
caſion to promote the ſecurity of the country; their ardour 
in coming forward for their own and the public defence at a 
critical moment; and their putting their town, in a moſt 
reſpeclable poſture of defence without pecuniary, aſſiſtance 
from the country at large. On every occaſion they had given 
an honourable example to the nation, At preſent, whep a 
new plan af finance was propoſed, they had warmly expreſſed | 
their willingneſs to concur in every plan by which the vigour” 
and reſources of the ſtate could beſt be called | into, action. 
For his own part, he conſidered it the greateſt honour of dis 
ye to W * a * of men. Fot fome time his; p + 
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pen onal duties had. been ſuſpended; but be hoped ſpeedily. - 

o have, an-opportunity of making up for. the time that bad, 
be Joſt ;-and he hoped that When ub Br, time arrived he 
ſhould, on every occaſion, exert. himſelf in ſuch a manner 
as to contribute, as far as lay in his power,.to the ſecurity of 
theſe kingdoms, and the honour of his Majeſty s ſervice, 

The petition Was refer red. to a committee. ; 

*, The committee onthe land tax bill was, on the; geſtidn 
he her Chancellog of the Exchequer, put off till We a 


WAYS AND MEANS+LOAN. | 


"The Hodſe reſotved itſelf into a committee of Wo 2. 
Means: Mr. Hohert in the Chair. PEO 

The Chancellor of the Exche quer. When I laſt preſented to; 
the committee the view of he Ways and Means of the year, 


1 had it ih contemplation to contract for the whole of the 


loan, which, excluſive. of two. millions for Ireland, I ſtated 
would amount to fourteen millions. Since that period, how- 
ever, on a view of all the parlienlar circumſtances of the | 
caſe, particularly the-unaccountable depreſſion of the funds, 
after ſo great a riſe, I had great rcaſan-to believe that it would, 


be more beneficial for the public intereſt to poſtpone the bare; . 


lions. In the opinion I had formed, 'T have, been confirmed; 
both by. what appeared in the courſe of the yegociation, and 
what has ſince happened. I thought it right, therefore, 10, 


_ . limit the ſum to be now. bargained for, to three millions, and 
to .reſerve the remainder till after Chriſtmas... I have the 


ſatisfact ion 10 ſtate, that when 1 announced my intention, I 

received numerous offers from many reſpectable claſſes of 
Gentlemen; and that I havę been able to obtain terms con- 
ſiderably under the market bo of the day. The Gentle - 
men with whom the bargain was concluded, had come ſor-. 
ward actuated by great liberality and zeal for the public in- 
tereſt; and I am happy to find, and the Houſe will be glad 

to hear, that though they acted wich ſo much diſintereſted- 

neſs gn the occaſion, they are, not likely to be loſers by. the 

bargain- Although the terms were below the, ae price, 
they noweabear a canſiterable premium. 

1 hall, now ſhortly ſtate the terms on which ihe bargain... 
was concluded. The 3 per cents. conſols were at 524, The. 
reduced at Nin For ay Lool. in money, then, is is be“ 
gives 53 ret cent. conſ ols, and a Peaporiion of ſeven=ights; 


\ of © 
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gain for the bulk of the loan till after Chriſtmas; and tio 
limit the ſum, at preſent to be raiſed in this way to three mil- 


5 


. 


8 ' vided. 
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of hired Pbunds in the reduced, amounting to * 
the yalue of Wich in money is 461. 1 28. 31d. The pay- 
meiits are to be made between this and February in four in- 
ſtalments; and as the public ſerviee does not require prompt 
payment, there will be no diſcount. In lieu of the diſcount, 
* then, there will be a bonus to the contractor of 138. 


* 


+ 1 | 
w * 


making the whole of what he receives 99. 1 58. 3d. leſs, b 


about Ith, than the market price. Since that period ſtocks 


have riſen, and the premium on the loan is now 24 per cent. 
Thus it will appear, that the reaſons for poſtponing the ba- 


gain for the whole loan at the preſent period, were Zunded in 
prudence. I ſhall detain the committee no longer, but con- 


tent myſelf with moving, that it is the opinion of this com- 


« mittee; that the ſutn of three millions be raiſed, by way of 
| K +479 "2,03 fa 1-8, 


„ annuities,” 


: - 


- 
þ 


Sir Fohn Sinclair ſaid, that he perfecliy approved the bar⸗ N 


gain which had been made for the public. He only wiſhed 
to know whether taxes were immediately to be provided for 


this ſum of three millions now to be raiſed, as had always 


been the practice on former occaſions. 


The Chanicellor of the Exchequer faid, that what the hon. 


| Baronet had ſtated, that it had been cuſtomary to provide A 
taxes for the intereſt of the loan on the ſame day the loan 


was voted, was not hiſtorically true. He himſelf was the 


firſt who introduced that practice, previous to which often a 
cConſiderable ſpace elapſed between the vote of the loan, and 
the proviſion for the intereſt by taxes being ſtated: The 


worthy Baronet, however, ought to have recolledted for how 


ſmall a proportion of the whole loan of 14 millions, it would 


be neceſſary to provide permanent taxes. Ten millions of 
it were intended to be extinguiſhed by the produce of the 
new meaſure of finance, which had been propoſed. The 


whole ſum, the intereſt of which was to be provided, was 


four millions and a half, ſo that though he had called for ſeven 


millions more, he would not have been neceſſarily called upon 
to make proviſion by taxes for the intereſt. He hoped, there 


fore, he need make no apology for not laying the propoſed 


taxes before the Houſe to day. It would be more conve- 
nient for the Houſe to have the whole at once, when the 


Intereſt of the four millions and a half was to be provided. 


Sir John Sinclair ſaid, that both from the hon. Gentle- 
man's practice and the practice of the Houſe, it was natural 
to expect that the taxes would have beens immediately pro-—- 
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= Sir Francis Burde# ſald, he roſe in conformity to the 
=_ - motice he had given the other day, of an intention to bring 
| forward a motion, which, but for the obſervations of the 
| 08 Chancellor of the Exchequer, he ſhould at that time have 

= ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Houſe; and which 

| motion appeared to him ſtill to be neceſſary. He was fully 

aware, he ſaid, how formidable any objection muſt. be, when 

coming from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to any mea- 
fore whatever in, that Houſe ; and yet, fuch was the motion 

He had to ſubmit, that he flattered himſelf with ſome hopes 

of ſucceſs. The Houſe was already in poſſeſſion of the ſub- 
- ſtance of the motion he was about to make; and he truſted 
the Houſe would feel it their duty to ſupport a demand fo 

moderate, and a meafiire ſo effential to its own character and 

Intereſt. He thought he might look to the concurrence of 

all parties in the motion he had to ſubmit, unconnected as it 

Was with any party politics, and touching, as it did, the ſafet 
of every individual in the country; he might therefore, under 

ſuch an impreſſion, look for the unanimous approbation of 

the Houſe. NE ; 

He was ready to admit that fone perſons might diſapprove 
of the extent of the principles of liberty which he profeſſed; 

and although there might be many men of honeſt intentions, 

who thought that certain principles, of even liberty itſelf, 
led to defpotiſm, yet he could not conceive that they would 
. Oppoſe the motion with which he intended to conclude. 
; There might be ſome, indeed, whoſe minds were ſo baſe as 
| to have a predilection for arbitrary power; but he truſted, 
they would not oppoſe the motion he was going to ſubmit; 
becauſe, however right they might think it was for Govern- 
ment to have a certain power for the ſake of preſerving 
peace and tranquility, yet it was 'neceffary, even for them to 
procure information, for the fake of making men eaſy, in- 
ſtead of keeping them in a ſtate of conſtant inquietude ; and 
to ſhew that the ſtate affords fome protection to its ſubjects. 
He therefore thought he had ſome reaſon to hope for the 
ſucceſs of his motion even in this view of it. | 
| The whole of the queſtion he had to ſubmit, lay in a very 
narrow compaſs, That Houſe had judged it fit (and he was 
not now diſputing its judgment) to entruſt io the diſcretion 
of the miniſters, an extraordinary power, the granting of 
which could only be juſtified from the particular circùuhm- 
ſtances of the country; a power which ought not to have 
been granted to any miniſter under any circumſtances, oo a 
2 | / | | * ay, 
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day, or hour, or a minute, beyond its actual N The 
power to which he alluded, had now been in the hands of 


miniſters for, he believed, the term of four years; it com- 
menced, if he remembered rightly, in 1794 : certainly in 


1794 or 1795; but he was not ſure which. After this 
length of time the Houſe would hardly think it too much t 


+ 


demand of the miniſter an account of the uſe that had 177 | 


made of ſuch power. Certainly when the | Houſe grante 

that power, it did nat mean that no account whatever ſhoul, 

be given of it. If the Houſe, after looking at the matter 
gravely, conſented. to leave the ſubjefs of this country 
naked and defenceleſs, and open to the attack of uncontrdla- 
ble power; and if miniſters would not give any account of 
the exerciſe they have made of that power; if ſuch was to be 
the ſtate of things, better would it have been for this country 


to have. ſubmitted quietly to all the arbitrary prerogatives, | 


and aſſumed power of the Houſe of Stuart ; better would it 
have been that every right ſhouid be ſubmitted to the Will 
of the Crown; better would it have been for our anceſtors 
to have preſerved. their blood in their veins, and not to have 
{hed it for the principles of a coaſtitution which were after- 
wards baſely reſigned to, and continued for a time, at the 


will of the Throne. He thought he ſhould be doing an in- 


jury.to the Houſe ta ſtate there was any ground of ſuſpicion 
that the Houſe would neglect its duty, and therefore he 
ſhould take it for granted, the information he wanted, would 


be given. Indeed, he thought that miniſters themſelves - 


would have rendered his motion unneceſſary. by laying on 
the table of the Houſe a liſt of thoſe on whoſe behalf he was 
going to move. Without introducing, therefore, any ex- 
traneous matter, he ſhould now move, „“ That there be laid 
on the table of this Houſe a liſt of the names of the perſons 
Who are. detained. under and by virtue of an act, entitled, 


An act to enable his Majeſty to ſecure and detajn ſuch per: 
ſons. as he ſhall. ſuſpect to be conſpiring againſt his perſon. 
and government,” and of the priſons in which they have been 


conbned.” 


— - o * X* 


The Chancellor of the Exche qu RET)» of BW HERD | 


day he had Pan out an object ion to the intended motion 
of the hon. Baronet, the principal ob ect of that objection 
was, that ſuch a. motion ſhould not be permitted to paſs by 
unnoticed merely as a motion of courſe, and in that light, 


only did he then object to it; and, had he not now reaſons. 


in his own, mind for not oppoſing it, he would not, perhaps, 
bs: 23 | n 8 from 


1 
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from the explanations offered by the hon. Baronet, -and 
from the grounds upon which the motion was ſupported, be 
ſo, eaſily inclined to give it his aſſent. Indeed, on whatever 
grounds the motion might have been brought forward, he 
had no difficulty in ſaying, that the act fo pointedly alluded 
to by the hon, Baronet, had been productive of the moſt ſalu- 
tary conſequences, and therefore it was matter of much ſe- 
rious conſideration whether it were ſafe to lay aſide its oper- 
ation. As to the uſe made of it by Government, they did 
not fear to avow it, though they would not make any ſuch 
avowal from compulſion; but in the preſent caſe, as far as 
the object of the motion involved no inconvenience, no ob- , 
jection would be made to the diſcloſure of the names, &c. 3 
now called for. He, for one, felt that it might be extremely , 
adviſeable that ſuch names ſhould be laid 5 ab the Houſe, . 
and even the reaſons for their impriſonment, though not, 
erhaps, on account of the motives which actuated the hon. 
8 's motion; for he was far from being adverſe to 
letting the Houſe and the public ſee what uſe had been made 
55 miniſters of the diſcretionary power entruſted to their 
nds. Upon the whole, he was confident that the country 
had 8 the moſt eſſential ſervices from it ſince laſt Seſ- 
ſion; and however they might feel exempt from doubts or 
apprehenſions, yet he could not ſay that the crifis of danger 
was fo far paſt as to leave us without a wiſh to ſee the ſame 
power revived and continued; but upon this ſubject, .- be 
would take an early opportunity to entertain the Houle: 
| dee he would only ſay, that much of our preſent bey 
nd proſperity had ariſen from the wiſe precautions hitherto 
adopted, and a due regard to that ſecurity. and proſperity 
ſhould make us heſitate about precipitately relinquiſhing that 
Wiſe precaution. This the Houſe would the more anxiouſly 
attend to, were they acquainted, as they one day, and ſoon, 
ſhould be, with the alarming dangers that threatened even 
his country; dangers which nothing but the extreme vigi- 
lance of adminiſttation could have ſucceſsfully warded off.— 
Great and ample, indeed, were the powers with which Go- 
vernment had been armed; but the nation, he truſted, was 
ſenſible that this power had' been wiſely and faithfully em- 
1 Upon the topics, however, he would not now en- 
arge, but content himſelf with obſerving, that, for the rea- 
Cons he had advanced, the preſent motion had his moſt perfect 
- acqufieſcence. 1 | 
The Speaker obſerved, that the motion „on account of the 
N 0 matter 
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matter it contained, ſhould be put in the form of an addreſs | 
to his Majeſty, which obſervation was adopted: my Of 

+ The motion was then put and agreed to. r 

The Houſe went into a committee on the Small Notes 
Bill, upon the motion of Mr. }7'berforce Bird; on the elauſe 
that the ſmall notes be made as low as 5s. a converſation 
took place between Mr. Pitt and Mr. W. Dana, who op- 
poſed the clauſe; and Mr. W. Bird, who ſupported it: Th 
which a diviſion took place— 


For their remaining at 20-6. 105 
For their deſcending to 5s. - —3 


# 
* 


"Majarlty „ 
Ine bill for reviving the 37th of his preſent Majeſty, al a: | 
lowing the admiſſion of certain goods in neutral veſlels to 
the Cape of Good Hope, &c, &. was committed, and the 
Report lend to be received the next 1 e 


— 


_ HOUSE OF COMMONS: 
| TUESDAY, DEC. 11. 

A SEO from the Lords 4aformed the Houſe that their 
Lordſhips had agreed to Lord Neiſon 8 Annuity bill wink 
out any amendment. 

Leave was given to bring in a bill for rendering more 

commodious the Port of London, &c. | 
Type bill to etnpbwer his Majeſty to make certain regula- 
tions in the trade to the Cape of Good Hope, was "oy 2 

firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond. + 

The Scots Small. Note bill was read a third time. 

Mr. IV. Dundas brought up a clauſe, which was made 
part of the bill, providing that no notes under 5s. ſterling. 
mould iſſue after the 1 5th of January next. The bill was 
then paſſed. : 

The Secretary at War brought up the Aung bill, which 
Was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a focond;! | 
The report of the Engliſh Small Note bill was agreed to, 
' and the bill was ren to * Fo a third time the: next day, 
if chen ingroſſed. 

Mr. Hobart unn up the gerd of the committee of 
ways and means; the reſolutions were all read and agreed to, 


AER pls ordered t to * l ny in e er them. 
N W. an 
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WE Ih MOTION FOR PEACE, oF y 

"Mir: Ti ierney then ſpoke to the following eff ct: 46 | 

I riſe in purſuance of a notice I gave ye time paſt to 
make a motion and fübmit it to the opinion of the Houle at 
this important crilis of public affairs - * 
That it is the duty of his Majeſty's minitters to adviſe his Majeſty 
. _ entering into any engagements which may prevent or impede 2 
| * Means for Peace, whenever a diſpoſition ſhall be thewn on the. part of 

rench Republic, to treat on terms conſiſtent. with the ſecurity ang i in, 
—_ of the Britiſh Empire.“ a W543 
| Sir, I truſt that you and the Houſe will Aich me when J 
| ſay that no man can be more impreſſed than I am with the 
Wy arduous nature of the taſk- I have undertaken ; it is, all cir- 
cumſtances conſidered, to me particularly arduous, for rea- 
* ſons, which are not neceſſary, all of them, to be ſlated; 1 
n haye no other inducement to come forward than that which 
i - ariſes from the conſciouſneſs of my duty, nor have I any 
K other motive whatever for what I zm now doing, for I am 
= — not acting in concert with any other individual whatever, 
we being impelled ſimply by the lenſe I; feel of my duty, 
which is to me motive ſufficient. 

When l look at the ſituation of our affairs at this moment, 
and compare itwith that which it exhibited ſome time ſikce, 
and when I couple that ſituation with declarations from a 
variety of quarters, as well as from the higheſt, which neceſ- 
farily procured: great weight wherever they were known, I. 
own I. am impelled to make the motion which | have juſt 
read to the Houſe. J am led to think that the pacific diſpo- 
Mition» which, ſoon after the conference at Lifle, was mani- 

; feſted by his Majeſty's declaration has been abandoned, and 

4h that a new ſpirit has begun to riſe up, againſt which | enter + 
1 my proteſt. The ſpirit I allude to is that which leads to an 
3 _ extenſive continental connex ion, which may, in the opinion | 

7 | of many very honeſt men, be advantageous toThis count 

4 a 1 which, in my opinion,” muſt be the reverſe: and this i is 

matter of ſo much importance to the welfare of this 

| country; that I hope the Hanſe will not think me too . | 

W|- ing if 1 requeſt their attention th lt. 

= The Houſe: will, I dare ſay, agree with me in > ts; that 

$ the ſhorteſt courſe I cam take upon this occaſion is moſt likely 

to be the beſt; and. with that view I think I cannot do'bet- 

er than to proceed to anſwering theſe points which T'con- 

ceive are likely to be urged as objedions to my motion. 1 

nes this courſe, becauſe it appears to me .to be the. moſt 
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Dee. 1] | WOODFALIS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. = nt 
plain and ſimple one I can adopt. I have taken all poſlible 
pains to learn what objections are likely to be urged againſt 


the motion. I have looked them over carefully, and, if I 


could find that theſe vbjeMions were well founded, I ſhould 


not have felt any ſhame ; on the contrary, I ſhould have;been 


proud to come forward to acknowledge my error, and to aſk 
pardon of the Houſe for having once called its attention to a 
motion which I was convinced was improper ; but the mote 
1 conſider the matter, the more I am convinced I-was right in 
my firſt conception of it. TY 1 OW bes 
know it may be ſaid that this motion is an encroachment 
on the prerogative of the crown, that it breaks in upon the 
unbounded power which the crown has of making war or 
peace; but I think this is a point which will not be much 
inſiſted upon when it is conſidered that the power of this 
Houſe is unqueſtionable with reſpect to granting ſupplies. 
1 have, as a member of this Houſe, as good a right to ſay 
that the ſupplies granted to the crown ſhall be granted ex- . 
cluſively for England, as to-ſay, what no man doubts I have 
a right to ſay, there ſhall not be any ſupply. Nobody dif- 
putes that right now; and I apprehend, that as little can be 
ſaid againſt the other, and therefore the objeQion that this 
motion. is an encroachment on the prerogative of the crown 


is anſwered... ? 


But it may be ſaid, that this motion has a tendency to 


_ damp. the ſpirit which is now riſing in Europe. If that ſpirit 
Woas riſing, aud was likely to animate all Europe againſt the 
ambitious projets of the common enemy, I ſhould be fo far 


from wiſhing, to damp it, that I ſhould wiſh to inſpire the 
ardour of it; I ſhould be the laſt man in this country who 
would wiſh to encourage ſuch a ſpirit. [A cry of hear! 


Hear from the miniſter] But I have no idea that my motion 


would, if aſſented to, have any ſuch operation. I ſay this, 
becauſe 1 do not think that there is in Europe that ſpirit 
Which can be at all affected by ſuch a motian as that which 
is now. before you. What principle there is to govern the 
ſpirit to which I have alluded; 1 have yet to learn; by What 
1 have ſeen, I am led to think there is no ſymptom of any 

ſpirit riſing from principle in any quarter; and I need not 


ſay much to convince the Houſe, thay; the value of any ſpirit, 


and even the duration of it, muſt depend upon the principle 
on which it is founded: and yet this is called a plan for the 
general deliverance of Europe. I ſhould be glad to-know 


' where 1 am to look for the ſpicit which has this tendency 


I have 
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2 -W6oDFALL'S pant. JAMENTARY REPORTS. fcb, 
I have obſerved the conduct of the Powers of the continent, 
but 1 cannot.ſee any thing like this ſpirit. Look at Pruſſia; 
that power has been at peace now for three years, and the | 
miniſter of the French Nepublic is there now treated with al! 
the reſpect which nations obſerve towards thoſe with whom 
they wiſh. to continue a good underſtanding ; ; at leaſt there is 
no appearance of the want of cordiality between his Pruſſian 
Majeſty and the French Republic. If we look at the Em- 
ror, we, canngt ſay there is any diſpute actually between 
im and the French. I here is indeed a congreſs held at 
Raddad, but that is, I believe, nothing more than a trial for 
each party to make the beſt of a mere ſquabble to the right 
and left bank of a river. If you look a 9 you will not 
ſee, or, I confeſs 1 think you will not ſee, any thing inte- | 
"reſting. In thort, 1 confeſs I can ſee nothing from that 
quarter but ener in which ſpecies of aſſiſtance to the 
common cauſe, none can go further than the Court of Peterſ- 
burgh ; but, really, what other exertions have been made 
from that quarter, I am yet to learn. If we look at the Ot- 
toman Porte, we ſhall fee, at leaſt I can ſee, nothing like 
pftinciple in the ſpirit that has ſhewn: itfelf, I ſee, indeed, 
fome reſentment expreſſed againſt what I undoubtedly con- 
ſider as a ſudden act of injuſtice. If any body ſuppoſes that 
I do not mean to ſay the French have been guilty.of the moſt 
. ſcandalous injuſtice, he miſtakes-me very much. But I ſee 
nothing in the. conduct of .the. Ottoman Porte, which leads 
me to think, that the-reſentment ſhewn in that quarter is a 
reſentment ariung from any. principle oh, which we can 
reekon for any permanency : on the contrary, it appears to 
be a ſpirit, that may be appeaſed by only altering the courſe 
of that which. produced it. -]- ſee nothing like a ſyſtematic 
courſe of oppoſition to the ambitious-projeRs of the enemy in 
general. The ſpirit of oppoſition to the enemy there, Will 
diſcontinue the inſtant they - gain for .theniſelves what they 
Want. They will have no ſhare i in the general- ee 
"of: Europe. Waiting, therefore, to hear where this ſpirit to 
reſiſt the French is to be ſeen, and to be better informed in 
- "theſe particulars than I am at preſent, I ſhall go on with m 
obſervatiuns, believing, as I do in my conſeience, that I am 
doing no injury whatever to the ardour of any of the | 
of Europe. But it may be ſaid, “ although this ſpirit does 
not yet appear every where, yet your motion ought not to be 
made, for it may prevent that ſpirit from being excited, and 
not ſuch an effect be dangerous to the general confe- 
| ' deracy 
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ben WOUDFALL'S PARLYAMENTARY REPORTS. 
- deracy?” Certainly, if there be ſuch's conan) as that 
from which you expect to work the deliverance of Europe; 


but T's end it will be granted to me, that; an the 
- confederacy” be general, it cannot be attended Wan any ex- 


tenſive advantages. If only one power dt two powers exert 
. themſelves, none of thoſe ſplendid objects, of Which we Rave 
heard a good deal, can be | tonally expected to be accom- 


plithed. Now, with reſpect to a general conſpiracy, I am 
not ſpeaking at random, or on ſpecutation, for it is a ſuh- 
ject on which I have had poſitive experience ; and which ex> 


PRESS, under all the circumſtances with which it comes 
fore the Houle; ought to make it catitions, at leaſt, how it 


_ "as in future, The great confederacy againſt France was 


| 5 IRE to all her difficulties, but.the energy of the people. 


when the unfortunate monarch was under trial, and at the 
time of his death; that was the time when the combined 


ers were in the greateſt force againſt France it was then 


that France was not under the advantages of a fettled 


ment; when all that ſhe poſſeſſed Was employed only to reſiſt 
actual invaſion; when her troops were raw and undi ciplined, 


and when, in ſhort, ſhe had nothing to depend upon, or to 


his was the time when the power of a confederacy againſt 


France was moſt formidable to her. Bet Gentlemen con- 


ider what are now the boundaries of the French Republic. 

and then let them look at what is to be effected by a general 

confederacy. Circumſtances muſt materially' "has changed 
from thoſe of the'fortmer,”befofe we can reaſonably hope 24 


any advanta age from a new confederacy, or before it 8 7 pro- 
duce any e 


& different from the laſt; and what that effect 


Was, I have no pleaſure in derailing'to the Houſe. What 


produced the diſcomfiture of the confederates? The {kill of 


the French, or the jealouſy and indeciſion of the confede- 
rates? Take which vad will of theſe two, and the conclu- 


"Nj; 


N fin Win be the ſame. Shall I be told thut the ſkill of the 
French is leſs now than it was then? That their ſtren x » 
_lefs ; that their Generals are leſs able, their” army lefs 

or leſs powerful? I think nor, Sir: Now take he! other td 


the alternative. Is there now a greater probability that the 


Have they a greater ardour for the common cauſe nau than 


they had then? Lock at the relative ſituation of the different 


Is it to be believed. that Auſtria will place more 


lies will adhere to each other better than they did formerly? | 


9 *. 


5 S in Pruſſia, ſup ling a ne confederac formed, | 
= | than ſne did 8 an we wave more co ence in 
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n WOODFALIYS PARLIAMENTARY ee beste, 
either of hem, after. r have bern deſerted by both WI 
any gentleman ſay that we ought to vote larger ſupplies than > 
any that have yet been voted for the purpoſe of adjuſtirigthis 
- or that point which may belong to the fei or th right ſide 
of the Rhine? Can any man oy that theſe are points eſſential 
to the welfare of Great Britain d Can any of the powers eK 
pect much from the co-operation of Ruff ? Can the Empe- 
ror expect much cordial ſupport from thoſe Who have deforied 
him already? Can we look with any degree of hope from the 
deciſive and prompt action of the Ottoman Porte? Will any 
man lay his hand upon his heart and ſay, that any of the con- 
binations I have ſtated can be of real ſervice to Great Bri- 
tain ? Well: but the queſtion is altered, and other nations 
now feel what their intereſts ate, better than they did for- 
merly. Thoſe who reflect on the tenour of the ſtate papers, 
on the manifeſtoes of 1793 and 1994, will do the parties 
combined againſt France the juſtice to fay, that whatever 
they may have failed in, they thy not fail in foretelling the 
enormitles of France. Nothing that has happened could have 
aſtoniſhed the confederate powets, for they predicted all the - 
_ evils that have happened in conſequence of the - anarchy of 
France nothing has happened which they did not diſtinaly © 
foretel ; nor did they. fail to aſcribe all the evils in you hap- 
pened to French principles; and here it is 2 
explain What I mean by French principles ; [th N is the. 
more neceilary berauſe they are miſunderſtood by fome,” or 
at leaſt they are differently underſtood by different perſons. 
Some gentlemen eall all deſire for a parliamentary or other 
reform, in an concern to the nation, the reſult of French - 
finciples: with-fuch men I cannot agree, But as to thoſe. 
French principles which have produced and are ſupporting 
8 preſem tyranny of France, no man would riſe up ſooner 
than myſelf to reprobate or rejoice more beartily at the — | 
tinion of ſuch a principle. But can you e that a 
Aung can be done to inflame there min of all theſe ner | 
mort than has been done by the French republic ? Can yon 
| ſuppoſe that any thing can he done to excite deeper hatred = 
in monarchy” French principles than the conduct held 
towards chat onarch Can you Per that the nobiliry of _ 
any country can have greater Anger. againſt any thing, than 
they have againſt that conduct which aboljſticd their whole 
order at. Þ and worked the total deſttu®ion of their titles? 
Do you believe that any thing would make the prayers of the 
chorch mort fervent Wel . * * N 
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: altogether of all church eſtabliſhment ? Cay you imagine any 
thing more likely to enrage the lords of manors, and ſuch 
pan than the total confiſcation' of Ffeutlal property, and 
the ektinction of feudal rights ? Theſe are the men who once. 
_ "unite againſt France, and it is from an union of thele again 
that you look for the deliverance of Europe, as it is called. 
Can any thing happen to inerea ſe 4hexr abhorrence of Freneh 
prineiples? If there can, Ion 1 do not know what! it is; 
and I ſhall wait to be informed upon that ſubject from Gen- 
tlemen on the other ſide. I would afk one general queſtion; 
Can you ſuppoſe that you will ſucceed” by this new conſe- 
deracy in any one thing that will be of the tealt ſervice ia this 
ccuntry, for you really ſhould not embark in any thing, un- 
leſs you have a diſtinct object in view? I ſhonld be glad to. | 
_ ſee F rance driven to her former limits; I ſhould be glad too "x 
if I ſaw. her renounce her principle of ambition, and thirlt 
for extent of territory, I am of gpinion, that ſhe ſhews the 1 
badneſs of her government; by endeavpuring- to ſpread it; 
and I think I fee the ſad pature of her liberty by the caget- 
neſs with: which ſhe endeavours to extend it tocher foes: but 
can you really believe, that after having got Mantua, Luxem- 
| burgh, and other places, that ſhe is more eaſily to be driven 
Within her ancient limiis than ſhe was before ſhe made theſe | 
actjuiſitions ? Or will any man ſay, that this object is to be 
- accompliſhed without, a great eyil happening ts this cuuntry ; 
io ſhort, without ſuch conſe quences to the finances of this 
country as the moſt ſnoguine calculator cannot ſonk upon 
_ withomt diſmay? Where is your line of dematcation to be 
drawn? But althaugh you are not to be the conquerors; of 
France, but are only te reduge her to her ancient limits. 0 
not think that other powers will go on with ydu every in that 
object; they will pot aid and affiſt you in reſtoting ta each 
other what has been Iolt ; the confederacy, if it be formed, 
would diſſolve long before that object. could be.accomplithed. _ 
But, it you conld/accomplifh that object, I am ſure you may 
nevertheleſs adopt wy motion, for here is nothing 10 tt hall | 
' * (ile to that idea — there is not_a_(ylahle.in my mation which 
| goes to prevent the powers of Europe from joining againſt _ 
France; but inſtead of our endeavonring to extend the on- 
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 federacy,' we thould"leave them to apply to us. You Tay, 


Fiete the deliverance,of Europe. Do not y 
ſo—you cannot aceompliſh it, and I wiſh you not 40 make 
ſoextravapant an attem oe. 
Another point that may be wn is, that my motion tends _ 
28 | 2 | 1 
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248, eee ee ee RES, beg. 
"to, prevent others from ſhewlng telt principles, and that it 
_ ./ tends. to decide upon the aggrefſions of the enemy towards 
other powers; by Which means, it may ſtand in he Way orf 
dſke aſſertion of thoſe rights, which lead to honoifable terms 
of peace for 1 COupEny This appears ſtrong at the firſt. 
ſight, but if I did not conceiye there Was au anſwer to it, 
you ſhould not have had the trouble of heating me this day, 
For | would not urge a fingle- argument that could tend to 
impede honourable terms to this country. But the Chancel. 
lor of the Exchequer, will have the goodneſs always to bear 
in mind, that the intereſt and honour of the'Britiſh empire, 
odr rather the terms of peace that may favout the intereſt and 
huoncur of the Britiſh. empire; are points on which I wilt got 
_ . ſay a ſingle word. I do not think it regulat or decent to do, 
ſo; they are points which always gught to be left to the con- 
© ſideration of Miniſters. I think I ſhould be'encroaching on 
ttute prerogative of the Crown, if I were to ſay, what is and 
What is not for the ſecurity, the honour, or the intereſt of the 

Britiſh empire. But, although L ſhall abſtain from any do- 

_ _  _clarations of my on upon ſuch topics; yet, miniſters have 
put into his Majeſty's mouth, after breaking off the cpnfe- 
rence at Liſſe, words that are tantamaunt- to the ſpirit of 
my motion. His Majeſty there ſays nothing of the general 

deliverance of Europe. I do not blame the declaration on that 
account, on the contrary, I applaud it; and if the ſpirit held - 
out on that occaſion. had been kept up, you would not have 
had the trouble of heating me on the preſent occaſion. It is, 
becauſe I conceiye that ſuch ſpirit has been departed from, that 
I come forward with my motion. The Houſe Will now be 
pleaſed to hear part of his Majeſty's declaration, after the 
breaking up of the conference at Liſſe - 
While this determination continues to prevail, bis Majeſky's earneſt wiſhes 
and endeavours to reſtore peace to his ſubjeAts muſt be fruitleſs,” But his 
ſentiments remain unaltered, He looks with anxious expectation to the 


moment when the Government of France my they a diſpobition'and ſpirit 
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in 228 corre ſponding to his own. And he renews, even now, and 
before all Europe, the ſolemn declaration, that in ſpite of repeated provc- 
cations, and at the very moment when his claims have been ſtrengthened =» 


5 and confirmed by that freſh ſucceſs which, by the bl:(hng of Providence, 
has recently attended his arms, he is yet ready (if the calamities of wat 
can now be cloſad) to cenclude peace on the ſamę moderate and ęquitable 

- +} Pprincipleg'ang tems which he has before propoſed ; the rejection of ſuc 
_ + » terms muſt now, more than ever, demonſtrate the implacahle animoſity anc 

221 nt or oo PET he has to erin and to them 

alone muſt the future conſequences of the prolongatiqn of the'war be al- 
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Tien, Si Mn at led G whether Tam not propoſing 
” lad now 


& = a medſure"on the plan of that declaratjori I'have” 
- before. vou I am not propoſing any thing that malt bind 


. government as to terms, but I am: leaving tertns to govern» 


ment to fettle; I am anxſous only to renew the fpirit'of a 
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"Houſe. If they depart from that declaration, they ſhould 
ſtate what it js that juſtifies them for that departure. The 
- principle af the declaration is à very er one; and if mi- 


ing. There are but two reafons that I know of that can be 


in Switzerland. No man looks at that event with more hor- 
Tor than I do; no man would do more, if I could do any thing 
. effecual; to counteract it: but, remember that that àggref- 
ion, great and iniquitous as it was, had not” the charms of 
naopelt/ Remember it was the ſame in the caſe of Venice 


for another ory—l aſk, does this ſpirit of oppolition to the 
common enemy ariſe from any t ing that is new in the 


my opinion, change the diſpoſition -manifeſted in that decla- 
fatioß I have recited, after the conference at Liſle; and it 
mould be recolleQed that the declaration was made after the 


all Europe, ſince it manifeſted that even exuſtation and tri- 


5 
On. 
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der latation, which, in my opinion, did honour to his Ma. 
FJeſty's councils at the time it iſſued, If this motion bf mine 
zs to be negatived, I think it is incumbent on thoſg who op- 
poſe. it; to ſhew what has altered the courſe we ought to take; 


will be doubted and diſtruſted. It will be impoſſible for his 
Majeſty's miniſters to perſyade the other powers of Europe 


mity of France, until they are able to eraſe-the ſea from the 


ſon is the victory of Admiral Nelſon; it was moſt unqueſ- _ 


theſe patific diſpoſitions; which on a former becahön did ſo 15 


The laſt obje&jon T believe is, that this motion way opes | 


for, until that be done, our: ſincerity in te new confedera 


that they are endeavouring to deliver them all from the enor- 


declaration, part of which 1 have juſt been reading to the 
niſters adopt any other, they ſhould aſſign a reaſon for ſo do- 


applicable to the caſe one is, the aggre ſſion of the French 


[4 cry; of Hear] Hear ! Hear !] Gentlemen may prepare 


courſe of aggreſſion towards neutral powers? The next rea- 


tionably great, ſingular, and glorious, but it ſhould not, in 


brilliant victory of Lord Duncan,. I fay that declaration at 
that time ought to have been revered, as I hope it was, by ö 


ſor peace to Europe. Am I to underſtand that the daft ſplen- 
did atchievement of Lord Nel ſom is to eauſe a dep̃arturt from 


uch honour to his Majeſty's ccüneilss 


rate 
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rate as a notice o France, that,we:;canget any further oc- 
operate with our allies... I ſays w ſheuld endeavour to make 
an hancurable peace; I do not ſay what the terms are that 
Will entitle it 40 that deſcription; that i leave, where Þthink 
I ought 10 leave jt, with his Majeſty's miniſters, but I do ſay 2 
_ that, ben that is capable of being effected, 1 ſhould be glad 
to heat any gentleman aſſign any reaſon why this war ſhould 
de continued on our part for one moment. But is it poſſible 
for England to continue the war without co- operating wii 
other powers? L ſaꝝ you do co-operate by your naval; ener- 
tions. . Look at your exertions of last year: hatt vou ger 
moſt effeQually co- operated with all who oppoſed the Frepch 
laſt year? Moſt unqueſtionably you have. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer can paint the effects of our naval triumphs 
much more beautifully; he can deſeribe them much more 
;eloqueptly than 1 can do. But I can deſire your 10 look at 
the French marine. 1; can affirm with truth that no man 
living rejoices more than 1 do at our naval trinmphe, 1 
have to obſerve alſo that the French trade is now nearly de- 
ſtroyed; and ſpeaking from my conſcience I declare, that-in 
our naval operations we have really donę wonders ; and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer himſelf cannot ſay any thing on 
that point to which I am not ready to give my hearty aſſant. 
By the force of our fleet J am, ready to ſay that we ſhould - 
co-operate. with other powers againſt France; but if by co- 
operation, you mean the ſending of troops to the continent, 1 
here proteſt againſt ſuch co-operation: If you ſend to any of 
the other powers any pecuniary aſſiſtange whatever, either 


— 


under the title of loan, ſubſidy, or otherwiſe; in ihe name of 
the, comfort, or quiet, or ſatety af,;this country, I here 8 
teſt againſt jt. . Ide not mean that yoy-thauld meanly or 
puſillanimouſly withdraw from the conteſt; Jam the laſt 
man that would council ſuch withdrawing, but we have no 
neceſſity to do ſo; our courſe is marked out for:us ; and by . ; 
purſuing it we ſhall co-operate molteffeciually ;- that:is;:by , -- - 
the.exertion of our naval ſtrength, as we tlic laſt. year, always - 
bearing in mind that there is not in.my.motion-ope word that 
tends to preventing ſuch co- operation until ſhall was fee an 
opening for peace; not a momentary ceflativn of hoſtilities, 
but 4, peace, that ſhall. be, conſiſtent. with: the boyourpimereſty 
and real ſecurity. of the Britiſh empires! ee en 
I recollect one; objection more that may be made ſo my 
motion; that it ſtates that Which no man will diſpute; and 
that, therefore, it is ſuperfluous to vote. it, namely, „that 
1 1 | * * — | te an | | . 
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en bade Pence Is & good thing,” It hall be ſo dif= 
*< of if you. pleaſe';/'bur- { ſhall Have'gairied for the coun- 
try all waned If 1 gain a renewal of his Majeſty's declarg- 
tion in the © I ſhould not be fatisfſed TFT faid 
much leſs, a 


1 
| arte omething leſs J do ſay, by the rotten 
which is now before you. I aſk for nothing but # renewal 
of the ſame pacific tempet vhieh was rhanifeſted by his Ma- 
jeſty in 1797. His Mäjeſty's miniſters! are left, as they. - 
ought to be, to take care of the terms that may at #hy ue 
be the reſult of ſuch a declaration, and they * of courſe; as... 
they bought to be, to continue reſponſible for the uſe they 
ally of the power they poſſeſs. Nat perhaps ſome gentle. . 
men will anſwer me, by declaring they think this an unfa-- 
vourable moment to proclaim to Europe your pacific diſpo- - 
_ fitjons—Fthink otherwiſe ; and I truſt no man will ſay, that 
this is a mean attempt to fue for peace; and I certainly haye _ 
no intention it ſhould be fo conceived ; for J really feel too 
much of the pride of an Engliſhman ; and participate too 
much in the triumphs of my countrymen to ſuppoſe, that” 
any ſuch thing can be ſuſpected; but between ſuing for 
e, and holding out a ſober language of 'conciliation, there 
IT apprehend, a very clear difference. No man would do 
more than myſelf to avoid any check upon the national Ho. 
nour, or the national pride; but even theſe conſiderations 
muſt keep company with others which refer to the ſituation 
of our affairs. You ſhould really look at that ſituation now, _. 
and compare it with that of your ſituation in 19797: Do 
you ſee in it any thing that encourages you to proceed and 
perſevere in aſſiſting others upon the continent? If pentle- 
men have have ever thought it worth their while to think on 
= thing that I have ſaid in this Houſe, they will do me the 
juſtice to remember that I neyer exaggerated or depreſſed the 
ſtaterhent of our finances; I always ſpoke of them as 
thonght of them. But I muſt now ſay that, great and 
flouriſting as our reſources have been, our finances are now 
in a Rate which no man who has the intereſt of his country 
at heart ean think of without anxiety. ' We are carrying on 


* wat, the expence of which by eſtimate is 30 milliops x 


ent; that .is'to ſay, a war in which the expence is two mil 

lions and a half every month. In fix years you have added 
 heatly 150 millions ſtetſing to your debt, by which you have + 

created the neceſſity of adding to your annual burthens eight 

_ millions; a ſum equal to the whole of your expenditure whey 

Mus preſent Majeſty aſcended the throne. If 1 were to Tay 

r / 4 ere r tbat 


l 


— 
: 


5 culty, 


15 2 1 axe P taken the li 


- merchants, as two claſſes. in your _— LY 
armed natian_:—1 feel as much pride as an Engliſhman ought 
to feel at the -readinefs with which my countrymen ſhew 
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2 the teal addition to your debt will at the end of the 

_ ſent year by: 180 millions, I ſhould-not go beyond the = - 
de annual .expenditiire of the country eannot be 

but L will, aß 26 millions (for I Would not pro- 


5 it). but taking things on the moſt moderate ſcale, I do 

ere that the Changellor of e Exchequer himfelf, 
ine as he 1s; thinks that the affairs of this cguhtry can 

is wintled up for a peace eſtabliſhment without 

aly think or a moment. upon the meaſure before 


taken,under one head, independent of all other .impoſts, to 


: ſupport the ſtate, and that this ſubjects every man to the iu- 
| TIES of. having his accounts examined: and under 

4 np e think whether it is not worth your —— 
or- 

y* of ſtating; that the 


ittle farther an before Joy embark. and 


great. transfer of property in this | &ountr 2 muſt be attended 
With effects high hy detrimental to the Engliſh 3 
that in time you will have a beggared gentr ** overgto 


their attachment to their country: by qualifying; themſelyes 
ſor defending it by arms; but this is ngg a condit on of things 
which can continue long in this e ; beſides, I am ap- 
prehenſive 
the crown, which is à great evil in its very nature...” This 
muſt be evident to any one ho looks at the collection of our 
revenue; add to this the effect of having under military diſ- 
cipline, ſo many who are wanted in the civil affairs 11 life. 
Remember, alſo, that the law has now filenced,every,man 


5 in the . Ne every. Where except in this houſe; that the 
n 


rpus Act 1s. ſuſpended; and dun no man can lay 
4s free, When all theſe things are put togethier, I would 
am 1.1 ſpeaking like Aman of integr ty or not. When I ſay 
that the conſtitution of England cannot weather ſuch-a ſtorm 


as this much longer than the pockets of the people can hold 
_ out again} all the claitns that are made upon them? 


As tg. other parts of ihe empire—Ireland, for lollance, I 
1 ſay but little; but Lundlerſtand, that, notwithſtanding 
Uthe 
BA nel 


8" JOG 


ac eulen! in any thing that is inc idental to the 3 de- 
H have in calling the attention of the Houſe to what I 


cat idifh- 5 
already, by which a tenth of eyery. mifit's income is to be 


e are n 


that it muſt inevitably Anereaſe the influence of , 


orts to curb, and, repreſs en hers, further en- | 
e purpoe 8. * am DI 
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Hinting at things I am not to be charged with arguing theſe 
2 that 1 avoid for reaſons at which the oel may 


_ ealily gueſs. If we look at our eſtabliſhments in the eaſt, 


we ſhall ſee very large expences. With reſpect to the ſitua- 


tion of the enemy, they have now, if not the firſt, certainly 


the moſt ſucceſsful General in Europe; he is now at the 


head of a large army in Egypt, where he has been many 


months without having, as I ur derſtand, experienced any 
very material check, although, as I have faid already, he has 


been there ſeveral months—I believe five or ſix months. 
Should he come back again to France, and ſhould he turn 


his mind againſt this country, I hope we ſhould be able to 
meet him; but it would be a very ſerious thing. Then look 
at the Weſt Indies - and here the firſt thing that preſents itſelf 
to my mind is the evacuation of St. Domingo. I do not 
mean the leaſt repfoach on the gallant officer who conducted 


that evacuation: on the contrary, I am bb in the oppor- 


tunity here preſented to me to bear public. teſtimony of the 


great value of his military ſervices; and I hope for an op- 


portunity of doing ſo in private ; but, for reaſons that do not 


— eallin queſtion the conduct of that able officer, the evacua- 
tion of St. Domingo is an alarming thing to thoſe who have 


any eſteem for our Weſt India poſſeſſions. Here was a power 
to be raiſed, that coſt, as I underſtand, ten millions of Britiſh 


money, and ten a prin ſubjects ! From this fright- 
od and money, what was the reſult? 


ful expenditure of bl 
50 thouſand blacks ſtarted up in arms: thus, within a few 

ours ſail of our Weſt India colonies, there is a force of no 
leſs than 50 thouſand black men diſciplined and trained to 


arms, and inflamed with enthuſiaſtic notions, concerning li- 


berty. I have no deſire to ſay more on this ſubjeR than is 


neceſſary to make the thing intelligible. If T had. the elo- 


uence of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, I could make 


this matter appear moſt horfibly to the Houſe ; even with- 


out ſuch powers, I could make this Houſe very uneaſy at 
this ſubje& ; but I have no ſuch. thing in view: my object 
is anſwered, if 1 impreſs on your mind, Sir, that from the 


relative ſituation. of the Britiſh empire, we have enough to do 


for ourſelves, without embarking in any indeterminate ſcheme 
for the dell & rance of Europe. We have been concerned now 


for ſix years, in what is called the cömmon cauſe, for no 


determinatè object that I ever could ſee. It is time for us 


now to have ſoine ſeparate care of ourſelves, by which I do 


not mean any puſillanimous or daſtardly deſertion of the con- 
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teſt ; but that whenever France ſhall, by force or arms, or 
&herwiſe, become moderate and rational in her public views, 

we may be in a' ſituation to meet her on the ſcale of prudence. | 
and diſcretion. Feeling, as I do, for the glory of England, 
as a man, as a member of Parliament, I could not take no- 

- tice. of the expre ſſion in the ſpeech from the Throne, relating 
to out own\ energy and virtue, without/ wiſhing that ſuch 
energy and virtue ſhould be employed in our own behalf, and 
not to be made in any degree dependent on the energy and 
virtue of others. I fay, let England purfue the fame con- 
duct as ſhe: did Jaſt year, and ſhe will purſue her intereſt; and, 

Pen may bring about tranquillity ; but if we go on with 

and indefinite notions of the deliverance of Europe, 

ſuch will be the certain charge of it, that I have no i 

in faying, that the effect will be a load and a weight whic 

no reſources you have, or ever can have, will enable you to 

bear. The reſources of this country are, thank God, very 
great; but perhaps much of that ariſes. out of, and is attri- 
butable to the general convulſed ſtate of Europe; if fo, we 
ought to be the more care ful of our means. People may praiſe 
the re ſources of this country as much as they pleaſe, but we 
muſt not diſguiſe from ourſelves our real ſituation. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer has too much candour and ſin- 
cerity to deny that he muſt have great difficulties in winding 
up the accounts of this country. I ſhall give no further opi- 
nion upon this point. When the energy of this country 
riſes to its height, I hope it will not be employed in any vi- 
ſionary projects, but will be directed to a clearly defined point 
for the intereſt of Great Britain. I have now to thank the 
Houſe: for its kind attention. I have, perhaps, tre ſpaſſed 
further than I ſhould have done, but the Houſe will feel 
ſome advantage from its indulgence to me; for unleſs ſome- 
thing ſhould be ſaid to-night, of Which at preſent I have no 
conception, I ſhall not avail myſelf of the cuſtomary privi- 
lege of ſpeaking again. I thought it was my duty to ſay 
thus much. If the French could be driven within their an- 
cient limits, no man would more heartily 'rejoice' than 1 
ſhould; but if any calamity ſhould follow the ſteps at are 
to be purſued on behalf of this country, it is a conſolation io 
me, that I have lifted up my voice, feeble as it ig, with tbe 
beſt endeavours to ptemote the real intereſts of my country. 
He then moved as above ft.. 
Mr. Canning roſe, and ſpoke in reply to Mr. Fierney.— 
If, Sir, faid* he, I may judge of the ee 885 | 
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ſpeech juſt delivered by the hon, Gentleman is Jikely. 
make upon the Houſe, from the unuſual.degree of ſilence an 
attention with which it has been. liftened to, J ſhould per- 
haps be fearful of incurring the reproach of preſumption £6 
taking from abler bands the anſwer it ſhould meet with; 
for attempting to undertake a'taſk to 5 Lam conſcious 
that my feeble talents may * in; adequate. The og, 
Gentleman has indeed purſued, with extraordinary force 
ability, a very ee e line of argument: but if [may 
venture to expreſs an opinion upon the manner and matter 
of his ſpeech, I do not heſitate to ſay, that it had hut 
little weight with me to countenance the motion with which 
it concluded; a motion of which I think, it ſhould have 

rather gone to eſtabliſh and recommend the proprieiy, ihan 39 
anticipate and refute the objections that were likely to be 
raiſed againſt it; or to the h of the motion, which 
the hon. Gentleman ſeems to have aſſumed. 1 ſhall have 
abundant opportunities to obſerve and animadvert in tee 
courſe of what J have to offer; and as to the objectigns 
. which he has found it convenient to obviate, I moſt. certainly 


did intend to urge them; and [ will now endeayvur to fol. 


low him, as nearly as I poſſi ibly can, through the. fame onder 
in which he thought proper to anticipate mem. 

The firſt and moſt material objection, then, which the 
hon. Gentleman has -obviated, is, that the preſent motion . 
might ſeem to interfere with his Majeſty's royal pre 4: 99 
of making peace or war, and embarraſs and obſttuct the 
meaſures which his Majeſty” s adyiſers might deem it expe - 
dient to adopt. But ſuch an interference; the hon. Gentle- 
man inſinuates, is neither upprecedented or extraordinary; 
that it is not unprecedented I am not diſpoſed to deny ; the 
few precedents, however, that may be brought in ſupyort. of 
it, are far from being of an auſpicious nature: on the con- 
trary, there ſeems ever to have hung oyer ſuch interference a 
kind of fatality, that ſhould diſſuade us from again aſſenting 
to it, eſpecially when it attempts to dictate: the terms, to 
preſcribe.the mode, or to point out the opportunities of a 

acifje negociatiag.. There have been two attempts of this 
ig which it may not be impertinent to exemplty. The- 
_ firſt; Was in the year 1907. A vote was at that time paſſed 
which aimedat interfering with, and influencingthe eace that 
was then about to be cluded. +I wil} got fay has; it had. 
any fuch effect, or that it influenced i in the leaſt degree the 
terms of that peace; but] = ſay with perfect truth, that 
2 eee 
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cuſt for ur ing the exerciſe of this privil 


. arid ſentiments of his 


te events of that, time, had he not alluded to a mani 


| friends ; for he has told the Hou 
the preſent tation, he has ated.in no concert with,any party, 
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the attempt was thens, and has Unge heen. conſidered as 4 
ce 


mere effuſich 'of party ſpleen, The, other. vote 1 meant to 
Alude to, is of a e date, and ſtill green in the re- 
membtafbe 'of many Gentlemen preſent, who took an aQtive 
part in the debates of thoſe days. As to the propriety of it, 
wilt not now hazard an'opinion ; but if, we look to the 
peace that followed, I may ſafely ſay, that ſuch, interference 
t fuch,a time was exceedin Y ge and - ſhould 
Fun be reprobated as the molt frantic effort of party vio- 
nce, and party animoſity. It is by no means my preſent 
with, or *obje&, to blame that peace; I merely wiſh to 


t my cenſure againſt the exerciſe of any ſuch A 


may be productive of much evil, without tending to ſe- 
cure any advantage. Neceſſity indeed might plead ſome ex- 
ofe fo Fer dyt no-ground 
has | ed 1. Gentleman to ſub- 
ſtant 1 of this neceſſity: not a word has he ad- 
vanced to ſhew that there exiſts the ſmalleſt neceſſity for 
fuch an interference. If there exiſted any ſuch neceſſity, it 
would, undoubtedly arife either from an obvious and favoura- 
ble opening having preſented itſelf for entering into a nego- 
tiation, or from the appearance, of ſomething in the conduct 
Magen) miniſters, Which might be- 
tray, or eyince on their part, a diſinęlination or abhorrenee at 
all modes of pacification. On ſuch gronds it might perhaps 


whatever has been adduced by the hon. 


be proper to make a motion tending in ſome degree to thig 
object, and from ſuch appearances on the part of miniſters 
to preſs the interference of the ouſe. Indeed, when the 
hon. ene negbeigtien at Liſle, and of the 
difficulties' that clogge: its progreſs, and finally defeated its 
object, D cared 40 lahour under a puzzled fe- 
membrance, a confuſe .recolleftion. of what paſt, on thay 
accaſion ; nop could I have imagined that he as [peaking of 


eſta 


allies of Great Britain with the allies of France, and to at- 
tribute to the former, what was occaſioned by the latter, and 
by the conduct of France, and the claims urgedby her on 
that occaſion,” How the 6-25 entleman could have lapſed 
into ſuch 4 miſtake, 1 really find it, difficult to conceive— 
perhaps it is from his not T. Mag conſulted wich any of his 
ſe, that in bringing forward 


, £75. 1 | PIR : $52 * 
but merely from the ſuggeſtion of his own mind, and as an 
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individual. — His heart, his hand, his n he ſays, 
are ready to be employed for the good of the country, if ihe 


Houſe but kindly aflerits to his preſent propoſition. Yet 


who could have imagined that the hon. Gentleman who now 
holds this language, was the only perſon 0 4 voted againſt 
ranting the Supplies, and that after the manifeſto, to which 

e alludes, had been iſſued; a manifeſto in Which he admits, 
that his Majeſty has diſplayed a great degree of moderation, 
and evinced, beyond any doubt, the ſincerity of bis pacific 
diſpoſition ? And what is to be the price of our aſſent to the 
hon. Gentleman's motion? Are we to have hereafter, in out 
favour, the exertion of his talents, and the diſplay of his 
eloquence? Are we to have aflurances from him, and of 
what nature, that, if the Houſe accedes to his preſent motion, 


he will not again vote againſt the Supplies, and not prove as 


hoſtile as ever to the meaſures of Adminiſtration ?, Jam 


really at a loſs to ſee upon what part of his conduct the hon. 


' 8 * * 23221 . * 
Gentleman can reſt his claim to any abjuration, of principles 


. . 5 


on the part of Government. 
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was, that'the tendency of his motion might gem to Tavouy 
the principles of thoſe who admired and 1 ended the pri 
ciples and the ſyſtem adopted arid purſued by the French 
rectory. Nothing ſurely can be more remote from my m 
than the Nighteſt ſuſpicion that the hon. Gentleman js capable 
of entertaining any deſign favourable to the views and in 
tereſls of the enemy. Yet. ſpeaking generally, I may fairly 
ſay, that could there be ſuppoſed to exiſt in this Houſe an 
member who could poflibly harbour ſuch | 

Fry impoſſible for ſuch a member to dev 


1 


and delign, it 
iſe 


= 


more efficaciouſly to inſpixit the enemy and revive his credit 


and conſideration, while it as ſtröngly tended to diſcredit and 


_ degrade his own country, as, the motion ſubmitted this night 


to the -confideration of this Houſe. The motion evidenily 


goes to propoſe a peace with France; but ſurely, under, the | 


reſent cireumſtances of this coiintry and of Europe, ſuch a. 


: 


propoſal cannut hold water. For jet us but look tothe dif4 


poſition of the enemy, and to every ſymptom that can Agne 


that diſpoſition. If we read their journals, if we attend 19 
= | av $7 Tait 7 Ja THT! 11 | BUSI) 
the language of their councils, if we examine the exertzons, 
of me Directory, and of all its dependencies, ſhall, we nor 
ſee that there is nothing which they dread more than the 


1 


forming of 2 new confederacy againit their unprincipled ag-. 
Of . a 5 1 n greſſions, | 


hes 


The next objection anticipated by the hon. Gentleman 


em to favour of. 
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greſſions, eſpecially, a 'confederacy ſuggeſted by the wiſdom, 
and encouraged by the countenance of Great Britain—but 


| what would be the effect of , adopting a motion like the pre- 


ſent ? would it not be its immediate conſequence. to unhinge 
this confederacy, and thereby remove thoſe alarms, and that 
dread, with which France is impreſſed at ſeeing it grow 
around her? But peace, we ſhall be told, is equally good, 
and ſhould be equally deſirable to both countries. There 
now prevails, lam well aware, a faſhionable ſyſtem of ethics, 
which holds, that what is good for one country, is alſo good 
for another country—conſequently, what was good for 
France, might be good for England. But 1 am no advocate 
for this new ſyſtem of morals, and I feel it to be the duty of 


_ a Britiſh, member of parliament to enquire what is good for 


his own country, and not what is good for the enemy for, 
ſurely, What is good for France cannot be good for Old 
England. Beſides, let us ſuppoſe for a moment, that, inſtead 


of that monſtrous deſpotiſm, which, under the name of the 
French Republic, is now deyaſtating the civilized world, 


there ſtill exiſted the old deſpotic monarchy-of France ſo fre- 
quently declaimed againſt. Suppoſe that deſpotic monarchy, 
in the laſt year of its exiſtence, that its declining power Was 
ſtruck by the ever-glorious victory achieved by Lord Nelſon ; 
ſuppoſe its faireſt provinces in a ſtate of rebellion againſt it, 
and its pecuniary reſources fo-drained and deranged that the 
machines of the State could go on no. longer, what would be 
the cry on the other ſide of the Honſe if any motion like the 
preſent were propoſed ? What! would it be ſaid, will you 
uphold that ſinking tyranny ; will yon not ſtretch'out a hand 


to participate in its fall? Yet, what is the tendency of the 


motion now before us? Does: it not go to ſave that wide de- 
ſolating deſpotiſm now raging in France ; a deſpotiſm that 
inſults the ſpirit and, invades the independence of free couny 
tries; a deſpotiſm. that violates every thing that is held 
facred by other nations, and. which, with the name of liberty 


ind iis mouth. rudely tramples on the real rights and freedom 


of mankind? Would not it tend to enable that execrable 
deſpotiſm, in ſpite of the deep wounds it has received, in 


ſpite of the contempt and execration in which it is ſo juftly | 


held, and after all the inſults and injuries which its craft 
and cruelty have heaped upon the devoted head of Europe 
would not, | ſay, the preſent motion tend to make it riſe 


again, and reſpire from the blow it has received, and enable 


it to hold in one hand the fruits of that motion, and in the 
* 9 other 
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other the victory of the Nile? In a word, would it not enable 


- 


her pretenſions, and ſmile at her defeat? 


But the hon. Gentleman ſays; it is not the intention of 


= 
= 


France, by the encouragement it holds out to her, to reſume. 
| CLI £317 


his motion to limit the powers of Government, or to pre- 


* 


ſeribe the terms, or the time of peace. The hon. Gentle- 
man would then ſeem diſpoſed to fix the end, but not to 


facilitate the means; this, however, would have the effect of 
beginning the work by the wrong end—it would indeed ex- 
emplify a new ſpecies of political wiſdom ; it would furniſh, + 


the ſtate pilot with a broken rudder, that muſt-impede, not 


direct his courſe. ' Nor is that all, the hon. Gentleman, 


would leave England without the co-operation of any pther 
power, while France was to have all Europe at her back; 


but was. this not propoſing to obtain the end, while you, 


leſſened the means? Surely the hon. Gentleman might as 
well have ſimplified his motion, and inſerted in it at once, the 
word: ſeparate peace with France. If this was not his ob- 


ject, perhaps he had it in comemplation” to embrace the 


opinion of a wiſe and profound ſtateſman ; a ſtateſman who 


had been much in active life, and whoſe experience muſt. 


have been improved by the reflections of retirement. That. 
noble ſtateſman has ſtated in another place, that if we are to 


have a war, that it ſhould be a light, ſnug, domeſtic war, that. 


would permit our ſailors to ſpend their money at home, and 
ſpend it, I ſuppoſe, in exciſeable commodities. But I can- 


not help being ſurpriſed, that if the hon. Gentleman is diſ- 
poſed for this light, ſnug, domeſtie war, he ſhould have 


adopted ſo much of the noble Lord's means, and not think of. 


obtaining his end. There is alſo an obſervation, which 1 
think myſelf fully joſtified in mak ing, and that is, that on 


this ſide of the Houſe, we can never ſtate the enormities per- 


petrated by France, even under the iron ſceptre of Rober- 
ſpierrey without ſeeing them paired off by ſimilar enormities, 
aid to be committed by other powers. Thus the crueltics 
committed by the Directory, have been uniformly paired off 
by the impriſonment of La Fayette; and their ambitious 
encroachment on the territories of neighbouring ſtates, have 
been paired: off by the partition of Poland: Indeed chis in- 
genious mode of pairing off, has been ſo frequently uſed; or 
' abuſed, that it is now not worth a pear; Indeed, to hear the 


argumenis and repreſentations of the hon. Gemſemän, there 


were no hopes left us of forming a found confederacy; there ; 


was no change” of meeting with ſincere and faithful allies. 


What 
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„What then would'the hone-Sentleman have England reſort 
to? Perhaps he would adviſe the great favourite ene or 
a national ſeceſſion. He would perhaps tell the natiog to 
retire from the world in fullen diſcontent. But if that be dhe 
with of the hon. Gentleman, let him permit me to tell hit 
that ſpirit which may actuate ſome individuals, is not the 
ſpirit that animates the majority of this nation. As a nation 
we do not act from the ſuggeſtions of bitter difcorftent and 
diſappointed ambition; for, as a nation, we happily can feel 
no cauſe of diſcomtent. Wherever we carry our views, every 
thing comforts and confoles us; our ambition Is A the ge- 
nerous kind it looks and labours, hot only for our own, but 
for the peace and proſperity of the world. If our ambition as 
a nation had any thing mean and ſelfiſh in it, we might, moſt 
ungqueſtionably, be ſatiated and glutted with glory as we now 
may be juſtly thought; we might, I ſay, falrly and proudly 
retire from the ſcene, and fay with truth*and con dence, 
' that we have acted our part. We might, I ſay; how fit_ 
down in honourable eaſe and retirement; but that is not the 
caſe, or- retifement we pant after; we have not merely to 
defend ourſelves, but to extend the arm of protection to thoſe 
who look up to us as their deliverers, and while the fafety of 
the world ĩs connected with our own, it does not become us 
to leave the world to its fate. For I do net heſitate to ſay, 
that we are at war for a great object, and in fome meaſure 
for the deliverance of Europe, however that may be treated 
as a wild, Quixofic enterpriſe. We are doubtleſs at war 
for the deliverance of Europe, as far as it is conſiſtent with 
prudence, and with our means, and as far as the fafety of Eu- 
rope is connected with our own. On this ground are we 
anxious to co-operate with other powers, and to induce Sther 
powers to co-operate with us. Nor is it any reproach on 
our ſagacity, if we haye not been able to foreſee the difficul- 
ties or the diſtruſts that may have impeded the accompliſh- 
ment of our object. That object may ariſe from an infinite 
combination of intereſts; it might not be eaſy to explain it 
to the ſatisfaction of thoſe whom it is very difficult to ſatisfy j 
for it was not a thing that one could take in their hand, and 
lay upon the table. It intereſted our feelings as much as it 
exereiſed our underſtanding, whatever may be the colTindif- 
ference of thoſe who aſk, what have we to do with the ſuffer= A 
ings and the fate of Europe? For my part, I do not envy the 
man who could behold, without emotion, the independenee - 
of Switzerland barbarouſly trampled on, or the fair Fe 3 
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traly plunged, laid waſte- I do not envy the man who 
can ſve pit indifference Holland ſmarting under the rod f 
„ the mercileſs oppreſſion, and Spain 8 at the 
ſteyn ook of a proud and ãnſulting maſter. , do not 
en he man who does not feel for the 7s ar ae with 
for the deliverance of Europe. But if this be an object not 
immediately within our graſp, we ſhould not, however, pre- 
ö cipitately withdraw from the conteſt, and run before diſ- 
grace, before ſorrow- and diſappointment. But the.honqur- - 
able Gentleman. urges, as another reaſon for courting tio He 
alliances,ghat our former allies have deceived us. This 
ſurely is np very concluſive reaſoning. | Is Ruſſia to deceive 
merely becauſe Pruſſia has not faithfully adhered to her for- 
mer engagements? Are we to place no reliance'on the vi our 
and deciſion of the Ottoman Porte, becauſe the Grand Seig- 
nor wears a long beard, and a long gown? Were the fan- 
taſtic dreſs of the Nen Directors to be thus ridiculed, the 
attempt would, by ſome Gentlemen, be treated as liberal 
andabſurd... The deciſion of the Porte was alſo laughed at; 
but I am really at a loſs. to diſcover why the Porte 25 nol 
act on as ſound principles of policy as any other power; and 
prove, though not a chriſtian, as faithful an ally a8 any chriſ- 
tian ſtate. It is extraordinary, we are told, that the Porte 
and Ruſſia ſhould have the ſame views: granted—but to 
whom is it owing? Is it not to that. ſyſtem of indiferiminate 
flion that would equally attack both. The connection 

„ the Porte and of Ruſſia ariſes from no ſeheme of mon- 
ſtrous ambition, but from the avidity of the monſter that at- 
tacks both; a monſter that prowls round the world, ſeekin 
whom it may devour; a monſter, the like of which was never 
before known, either in nature or in name. 

Though our allies have been ridiculed and reprobated as 
faithleſs, does that prove that they muſt always purſue the 
ſame conduct; are they never to be enlightened by the 

> ſcenes that paſs before, and by the lectures read to other na- 

f tions; are they to deriye no inſtruction from the fate of 
Switzerland, and the unprovoked attack made upon its inde- 
pendence ? Why does the hon. Gentleman exclude others 
from the benefit of that experience and obſervation which 
has flaſhed conviction upon the minds of ſome of his friends? 
Why may not the ' ſtateſmen of Vienna and Berlin be ſup- 

poled as acceſſible to this new conviction, though they have 
— as. ſolemnly. confefſed it, as it may have been done at a 
tayern dinner? To that confeſſion I might be diſpoſed to 
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5 17 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY/REPORTS.. [Commonts, 
give ſome credit, if it had been followed up by: ſome act ex- 
preſſive of its ſincerity. It has been ſaid. by A Phi- 
 lofophers,. that virtue aſſumes a form ſo perfect and ſo pecu- 

liarly known, that no man can be deceived by an imitation 

of her mein. But 1, who am fully ſenſible of the frailties 
incident to human nature, cannot be diſpoſed to deny the 
poſfibility of ſuch a decęption. I allow it may be poſhble 
that Baron Thugut and the Comte de Heugwitz may, have 
been deceived by France; and that they -might have ſolemnly 
_ "ſworn that they thought their French allies the moſt mild and 
inoffenſive people in the world; they might haye ſworn in 
| the ſtrongeſt terms that they looked upon them as the moſt 
- -open, candid, and ſincere of men, and that they, meditated no 
- miſchief againſt the conſtitution: of other countries, though 
the ſubſequent declarations of that very people proved what 
they really were, and reſtored thoſe whom they had deceived 
to the power of thinking right of them; on this ground ſurely 
the Emperor and Pruſſia may be ſuppoſed to have retracted 
their former errors, unleſs the hon. Se is inclined. to 
admit that he who has been once contaminated by French 

principles can never become a ſound man again. 
If fach, then, has been the change of opinion wrought in 
the minds of ſome perſons here by hearing of the conduct of 
the French towards Switzerland, what muſt be the impreflion 
. which it naturally will make on thoſe wha fee and ſuffer the 
| threats and cruelties of thoſe perfidious and deſpotic maſters ? 
We well Knew, tha. „„ 

Seguius irritant anjmos demiſſa per aures AY SAY 

| ' Quam que ſunt oculis ſubjecta fideliþus. RA b * 
Thus, can we be ſuppoſed to feel as indignantly as the in- 
Habitants of, Turin and of Vienna, ho had to behold and to 
ſuffer, the one, the inſults of a French garriſon, the other the 
e and overbearing conduct of Bernadotte? Can we be 
uppoſed to feel as Switzerland did, when Soleure Was taken, 
and compelled to behold its venerated magiſtrates firſt paraded 
in chains about the ſtreets; and then moſt cruelly ſhot 2.-Can 
we be imagined to burn with the ſame indignation, which 

«muſt have fred the boſoms of the inhabitants of Sion when 

they ſaw their wives and, daughters rudely ſeized upon, and 
given up to the brutal luſt of a ferocious ſoldiery? Can we 
well feel as the town of Stentz mult have felt, when the fixe 
that Was conſuming its houſes was quenched only bythe blood 

ol its inhabitants? If England is ſo impteſſed with horror at 

tele engrmities fo cruelly inflicted: upon the uuhappy Swits, 
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© how can ie Imagine that they are to make no impreflion 
upon thoſe who immediately ſuffer them; and that ſuch ſuf- 


3 


Ferers will make no exertion to ſhake off ſuch, a galling and 


.  Intolerable, tyranny ? Surely. it is jmpoſſible to believe, that 
mer who have the fame feelings as ourſelves, ſhoyld be ſo 
" hardened into idiots, as not to burn with the moſt anxious 
- impatience to burſt the chains of ſuch a bondage; and while 

That impatience is breaking out in every quarter, While a 


ſpirit of reſentment and revenge is kindling in the boſom, of 
| © every inſulted and oppreſſed. nation, Are we to throw a wet 


blanket upon it by entertaining and admitting the preſent 
„„ e TIE Ia RG | 

Nor is the ſpirit that runs through the treaties concluded 
with the French deſpots leſs cruel” than that which accom- 
Panies their arms this the treaty of Leoben; this their. be- 


aviour on the ſurrender of Venice, pretty clearly demon- 


rated. But while the hon. Gentleman lets down the cha- 
racter of our allies, may we not be permitted to contraſt it 


with, that of the allies of France? May it not be as proper to 


examine in What manner France cultivates their friendſhip, 
andavhat foundation ſhe lays for its permanence and ſtability? 
Let us look: at the infant Republics to Which that | fruitful 


mother has given birth; let us take à ſurvey. of the Cilalpine, 
Ligurian, and Roman Republies; does not that pious parent 


ſeem to have ſelected the Ciſalpme Republic as a living ſub- 
ject upon which ſhe amuſes herſelf in trying the various ex- 
periments of conſtitutional forms, and through whoſe palpi- 
tating limbs ſhe endeavours to hunt the vital principle of 
republicaniſm.? Bebold her conduct towards the Roman Re- 
public! See with eee ie vi beſtows upon 
her five Conſuls, inſtead of two! She viſits with equal ten- 
derneſs ihe Ligurian Republic, where ſhe forces her garri- 
ſons to be received, and compels us to declare war againſt 
the Ligurians, though they declare themſelves ſtripped of all 
means of defence ] See her treatment of the unfortunate King 
of Sardinia—bbſerve' how' France drives into his territories 


4 


the 'iniſerable ſkeletons of the mangled ſtates that ſurround 


him mark her-conduQitowards that wretched Prince in the 
midſt of his'own capital—what is the behaviour of the French 
General, who may he faid to reign in Turin? Does he not 
diſmiſs from the royal councils ſuch-of the King's miniſters 
_ and adviſers as teſuſe to bow. obedience to his nod? Is he 
not daily reduced to the humiliation of palliating or excuſing 
mne conduct of bis miniſters, and of reprefling the riſing in- 
Wy e 2 2 | dignation 
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dignation of his faithful ſubjects? If he is ſtill permitted td 5 
ſit ona ſhadowy throne, and Wield the impotent ſemblance of 
a ſceptre, for what purpoſe is it, but that he may be he bettet 
enabled to act as the purveyor of a French army,” and con- 
vert the forins of a tegular government into an engine ofen 
,  tortion? As long as he can ſerve theſe ends, fo long he maß 
be permitted to drag on a degraded exiſtence. But when 
theſe, means fail him, then his throne. will be ſwept away 
like others, not to leave a veſtige behind it. 
But let me aſk the hon. Gentleman if the allies of France © 
are more reſpectable than thoſe we may obtain? Can Spain, 
can Holland afford a better foundation for attachment, or fur- 
niſh better hopes of co-operation ?. Alas, their dignity is de- 
graded, their reſources are waſted: away! What then ean be 
- expected from the regenerated republic of Holland, or the de- 
graded monarchy of Spain? Holland, indeed was once a 
nation powerful in commerce, in wealth, alid in fleetß, and 
even a naval power that has contended, not ingloriouſly, with 
the ſovereign of the ſeas; but where now is that commerce, 
that wealth, that navy? They are annihilated, exhauſted; 
one for ever; they have ſhrunk and diſappeared at the bale- 
Ful touch of French fraternity, which has equally withered 
_ * away the reſources of every country as it has its own.” To 
the loſs of their commerce, their wealth; and their navy, thus 
to add that of their people; for that people is no more, whoſe 
ſpirit is broken and ſubdued. If We lock to Spain, that once 
independent monarchy, | what do we:behold but an inauſpi- 
cious alliance cemented by the blood of the Bourbons ? In 
vain ſhall we look for any of the features that once diſtin- 
guithed that proud and opulent kingdom. Its nobility, its 
clergy with all their pride, privileges, and wealth, are level- 
led in the duſt. Has not French friendſhip” btought down 
upon it more evils than Engliſh enmity could have produerd 
in years? Does the han. Gentleman think ſuch an alliance 
can be durable? Does he ſee no chance from the riſing in- 
dignation of all thoſe, inſulted ;Hwers'that'the deliverance of 
Europe may be at length effected? Does he conceive no hope 
from the reſult of the ſenſation. that has pervaded every count 
try on the news of Lord Nelſon's victory? What was the 
impreſſion made by that ever memotable exploit? Did not 
an univerſal joy burſt forth in every ton on hearing of that 
unparalleled triumph? Ves, even in thoſe that were filled 
With the ſpies of the Directory, where their exutation and 
gladnels were ſtrongly expreſſed, if not in words) at 1 
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| == -cHHelcocks of their inhabitants. Even their vaſſal republics 
7 ſeemed to deap With Joy in their chains, and exult in the hu- 
=_ - milistien and defeat of their oppreſſors. Is it not therefore 
' nmatufal to expect, that from ſuch allies the French e 0 oo 
{ 4 no cordial co-operation; but, on the contrary, the ſpi- 
ritedireſiftance, as ſoon as an © eee offers for exertin 
it weck ſogceſs* But the hon. Gentleman will perhaps ſuys 
that our allies may be willing, but that they are weak. Surely, 
Sir, this objection will better apply to the allies of France 
g than to thoſe of England. What allies have they whom they _ 
have not plundered and deſpoiled of every means of reſtoring 
theit exhauſted reſources ? they have ſtripped them of eveay 
thing but their reſentment and their vigour - but /poliates ar- 
ma ſupenſun. It is alſo objected that to attempt the delive- 
rant of Europe is not a Britiſh object; to this I will only 
obſerye; that there was a time when the mere mention of fe= . 
paxating the intereſts of Great Britain from thoſe of Europe We 
would be ſcouted and reprobated by the oppolite ſide of the 3 2M 
Hauſe; I have alſo to obſerve and aſk the hon. Gentle 
man; Whether he believes that the expedition to Egypt would 
not have been attempted, even if the negociation at Lifle had 
ſucceeded ? What then would be the ſecurity of out Eaſt 
India poſſeſſions, for which the hon. Gentleman himſelf con- 
feſſes his alarms? Had we then diſbanded or forces and ſuſ- 
pended the great machine of war, how could we have ſuc- 
ceded”in ſetting it again in motion? Is it alſo the creed of the 
day; that if Auſtria could recover the Netherlands, that would 
not be à /Britiſh object? If Pruſſia was enabled to reſcue 
Holland from its thraldom, would that be no Britiſh object? 
Where were theſe new opinions diſcovered? Have they been 
detected in the new French Calendar? Wherever the doc- _ 
trine was found, it is ſurely new to me who have learned 
Whatever I know of the political intereſts of Eutope, from 


old not from young ſtateſmen.” Is then all Europe to be 
poſſeſſed by the French? ls the ſame ſcheme of aggrandize- 
ment which was meditated by the mad ambition of Louis 
XIV. to be realized by the more mad ambition of Republican 
deſpots? By whoſe interference was the rapid career of Louis 
firſt arreſted; if not by the interference of Great Britain ? IS 
France now leſs diſpoſed to run the ſame career? Surel 
not ls it not therefore 4 Britiſh object again to check her 
ambition? The political catechiſm I have learnt teaches me 
rhat it is; and by that catechiſm I am determined to abide. 
The honourable Gentleman ſays he waſhes his hands o 0 
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the conſequences, that may ariſe from the meaſures Which 
are to be purſued. He appeals to his conſcience, and doo 
- pat queſtion his ſincerity: Does, the hon. Gentleman think, 
* however, that it will ſtrew his bed with roſes to reflect that 
—_ by ſuch a vote as this wel had declared that if Switzerland 
was to be reſcued from her tyrants, we were detetmined te 
have no ſhare in the glory? Does he think that it will quiet 
his conſcience to declare that we renounee all part in the 
glorious endeavour to revenge the maſſacres, the perhdy, the 
Ctuelties, the horrors by Which that unhappy country has 
been deſolated? From ſuch declarations as that of the hon. 
Gentleman IWwould waſh my hands. It would be to telluhe 
people of Switzerland; ©, Unhappy Swiſs, fight your on 
battles ; we diſclaim all. ſhare in the honour of reſcuing you 
| from your oppreſſors. Would not ſuch a declaration be re- 
FVFVeived by France as a pledge of ſecnrity from all interrwp- | 
tion, in its. career? Would it not be to conſolidate the 
uſurpations, and to proclaim to every nation they have en- 
| flaved that they mult deſpair of relief, and tenounce the hopes 
of ſaving their country? But I will af every man in the 
country to declare what were the firſt ſentiments which he 
felt on the victory of the Nile? What was the queſtion uni- 
verſally aſked ? Was it not, what effect will this victory pro- 
duce on the continent of Europe? Not a queſtion of curio- 
fity, but from a warm deſire to ſee thoſe countries which 
groaned under French appreſſion, freed from their tyrants: 
trom a firm conviction that the deliverance of Europe was 
2 Britiſh object. Such, I am ſure, was the original impreſ- 
fon, and ſuch the feeling by which it was inſpired. Nor 
ought we to diſtruſt our firſt impreſſions; when combined 
with, judgment. they rarely are erroneous. They may re- 
quire indeed to be regulated, and to be modified by practica- 
bility, but the, principle, on which they are founded ſeldom 
fails to be right. Was this ſentiment then too generous? 
Was it calculated to hurry on beyond the bounds of reaſon 
and policy? Has any thing ſince occurred to induce. us to 
imagine that our feeling has been precipitate? Have there 
deen any affers of peace ſince that period to render our anxi- 
_ ety leſs neceſſary for the objects by which it was engaged, or 
to relieve us from the apprehenſions on thoſe points in which 
gur intereſt was combined with that of Eurbpe? Would 
ihe hon. Gentleman adviſe us to make offers of peace as the 
means of attaining all the objects at whichwe aim? No; he 
diſclaims fuch an intention. Certainly, however, there is 
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_  abcireumfttance which more entitles miniſters to the thanks 
"of the county man their having allowed no forms to im 
. "the! tions at Paris and Lifle 1 will not, therefore, 
argue upon any diſtinction of form reſpecting making vffers 
dl peace and receiving them. I conceive it in fubſtance to 
be the ſame thing, becauſe if circumſtances ought to inddce 
you to rebelve the offer, they would Juſtify you in making it. 
What then is the object of this motion? It ſeems to invite 
you, not indeed to ſpeak to the French directly, but to ſpeak 
at them. It is as it were holding a dialogue with yourſelves, 
in which you ſay to France, loud enough tobe heard, We 
wiſh France would make an offer to us.“ In this ſubter- 
fuge, however, there would be no real diſtinctſon from a di- 
rect offer. If then it be proper to offer peace, let the hon. 
Gentleman fairly propoſe to do ſo; let us have an oppoxtu- 
nity of fairly diſcuſſing the ſubject. I will frankly confeſs, 
however, that to me it does not appear to be a fit moment for 
making or receiving ſuch an offer. If the hon. Gentleman 
entertains a contraty opinion, let him bring the matter for- 
ward, but let it not be in the equivocal ſhape of the preſent 
motion. Bet us not by a declaration like that which he calls k 
on us to make; announce to France that ſhe has no oppoſi : | 
tion to dread; and to the reſt of Europe that they re- | 
ſign themſelves to their fate, and renounce: the hope of aſſiſ- 
tance. ' Yet proud as every man muſt feel of the ſplendid-vic- 
tory obtained by our fleet; conſcious of the high pre-emi- 
nence which-it entitles us to aſſume, we muſt-nor- impute 
the ſtation we now occupy ſolely to that great and glorious 
event. Previous to that victory, our confidence in our 
ſtrength was as high as it could ſtand. The feelings we had 
in expectation of news from the Mediterranean, were thoſe 
of impatience, not thoſe of apprehenſion. Our ſituation is 
not the fruit of that victory; it has been confirmed by it. 
The queſtion then is, whether we ſhall allow that wealth, | 
which the country has accumulated, to remain uſeleſs to be d 
hoarded without advantage; or by a Judicious loan to have it : 
returned with intereſt ? It is not our own ſafety Which we 
ate immediately called upon to/eſtabliſh;, and to ſecure: 
It is the ſafety of others that now calls upon us for a generous ' 
effott - It may be ſaid, indeed, that the other powers of 
Europe; ſave us, engaged ſingle handed, and refuſed us their 
aid, and that we might refuſe that aſſiſtance which they could = 
have f claim to demand. I hope, however; that we ſhall 
take a nobler vengeance on thoſe'-who left us alone. 8 
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ſhall fay to them, «© You left us to encounter the 


and we now offer you our ſecurity; you left us to fight the 


battle, and we are now willing to ſhare with you che benefits 
of the victory. Were any man to tell me (what no huran 
authority could induce me to believe) ſucha parado as that, 
in proportion as the enemy plundered and amaſſed the pto- 
y of other ſtates; in proportion as they extended their 
territories, the more trantzull, the more ſecure; the leſs ex- 


poſed to danger and diſturbance of any kind, from ſuch 


neighbours, it would be the only argument, which could in- 


duce us to abandon the reſt of Europe to its fate, and thoſe 


intereſts, with which the cauſe of Britain has even been ſup- 
poſed to be connected. If, however, directly the reverſe be 
the fact; if the exactions, the uſurpations, the violence, the 
ambition of France, of which ſs great a part of Europe is the 


victim, be conſiſtent with · the exiſtence- of thoſe intereſts 


which involve our own ſafety ; we muſt feel ourſelves bound 
to oppoſe a motion, the principle of which contradicts the 


policy upon which our anceſtors glot iouſſy acted, which de- 


grades our national honour, endangers our national ſafety, 

which muſt ſpread diſmay. over Europe, and communicate 

exultation and joy to France. Fea 
Mr. Fetyl. expected, Sir, that the motion which has 


been this night propoſed by my hon. Friend in ſo plain, but 


in ſo able a manner, would have been attended with at leaſt 
this advantage, that it. would have rocured to the Houſe the 


 fatisfaQion of knowing the preciſe object of the war. My 


hon. Friend over the way, he will permit me to call him 


: 1 that name), however did not, in the courſe of his ſpeech, 


rd us any certain grounds of judgment upon this point. 
Fyoin ſome parts of his argument we ſhould have been led to 
imagine that we were now. to wage a war of vengeance 
againſt the atrocities. which the French have committed ; 
ſometimes it was to be for the deliverance of Europe; but 
after all, we are {till left in the dark whether it has any de- 
finite object at all. The ſubjeRt was indeed handled by m 
hon. Friend oppoſite to me in a ſpeęch of no leſs ability than 
of preparation, and to the talent which it diſplayed I am 


ready to pay a juſt tribute of applauſe; but I muſt take the 


liberty to animadvert upon ſame of the arguments which he 
employed. My hon. Friend alluded to the apathy with which 
the motion has been received by this ſide oß the Houſe on the 


3 PR occaſion. Where he difcovered this apathy I am 


ure | cannot tell. is true, indeed, that our organ Is rather | 
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thin ; we are hut few performers; and we are not very con- 
fident in the ſupport of our audienee. We have not indeed 

the well diſeiplined phalanx by which the hon. Gentleman is 
ſupported. In the preſent military diſpoſition of the cquntry, 
it is no wonder that the Gentlemen oppoſite ſhould be cor- _ 
rect in their evolutions, and that they ſhould. be ſo trained, 
that the whole of the front ranks ſhould move together, As 
to the principle of a defenſive war, upon which the hon. Gen- 
tleman was ſo facetious, and the ſentiments of an eminent 
ſtateſman, I ſhall perhaps ſay a few words by and by. The 
hon. Gentleman thought proper to ſtate that my hon. Friend, 
in making his motion, had no reference to peace. On the 
contrary, the motion had ſo far peace in its contemplation as 
it was the direct purpoſe of it; to avoid all engagements 
which could tend to impede a peace on ſecure and honourable 
terms. The hon. Gentleman alluded to the victory of the 
Nile a ſubject upon which every Engliſhman muſt. have 
but one opinion. He aſks, what was the ſenſation which 
this glorious atchievement produced? I will tell the hon. 
Gentleman then, that the ſenſation of joy which it occa- 
ſioned was combined with the hope that it might tend to the 
reſtoration of peace between this country and France. Now, 

- However, it is thrown, out that not peace but war was the 
great conſequence to which it led, and we are called upon to 
rejoice, not in its pacihc effects, but in its tendency to give 

| new vigour, and.extenſion to ſchemes of warfare and coali- 
) tion. If the moment in which we ſtand on the proud emi- 
nence of ſuch a triumph be not the moment 4 think of peace, 
in what ſtate of our affairs can we turn bur thought to this 
great object with propriety ? I do not ſpeak of offering terms” 
of peace in the way of ſolicitation, which.the hon. Gentleman 
ridicules; Iawould-not recommend any ſuch campromiſe, 
becauſe the, occaſion does not require ſo ſhalſow a device. 
Il ſee no ill conſequencè that could reſult from making offers 
of peace frankly. and directly. This country, however, is 
again to be embarked upon the ocean of continental politics; "1 
we are again to enter the hits without knowing the purpoles þ 
for which we are engaged, or the extent to which we my be | | 
involved. The hon. Gentleman thinks that no man can ſleep. 
with roſes on his pillow, unleſs he can ſay that he has taken 
2 ſhare in reſcuing Switzerland from the tyranny of France. 


What, then, are we to engage in a continental war to revenge | 

the wrongs of the Swils, and to puniſh the perfidies of | 

France? What does the hon, Gentleman ſay of the practi“ 19 
. . cability 
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- cability of the attempt, and how will he reconcile his war 
a and generous feeling for the unfortunate with any practical 
policy, or juſtify it by # feaſonable chance of ſuecefs? He 
| tells us too, that the allies of France are Hollow, that they 
are ready to deſert her. This argument, however, perhaps 
| VWill be found, if it jew any thing, to prove tos much. 
| Spain is diffatisfied with her haughty ally— Holland is weary 
1 of her oppreſſor! What, however, has been our fortune with 
, our allies? Have we miſuſed out allies, have we oppreſſed, 
plundered, or inſulted thern? They, too, have left us. We 
find that allies who have been treated with generoſity, are as 
little to be relied upon as thoſe who are the victims of infuſ- 
tice. On a ſubject ike this, perhaps, the hon. Gentleman 
might have directed us to a ſafer guide than even his own 
powerful reaſoning. Experience has diſtinctly and recently 
taught us what we have to . Pruſſia, after receiying 
1 1, 200, bool. of our money, deſerted us; the Emperor, after 
. fo many loans and advances, likewiſe abandoned the com- 
mon cauſe; the King of Sardinia, after receiving 200, oo0l. 
for ſeveral years, withdrew from the conteſt, After theſe 
| procts of the temper of our allies, had we any reaſon, as 
ateſmen, to place any more dependance on their fidelity to 
4 new coalition? Shall we deſert our experience, and cheriſh 
the hope that new ſentiments will actuate ſo many powers by 
whom we have already been deceived? The hon. Gentleman 
fays, however, that the faith of treaties with France is not 
to be truſted; If there be any thing in ſuch an objection, it 
muſt be an objection to all peace ; it reduces us again to the 
bellumt internecinum. He ſays, that although the negociations 
of Paris or Liſle had concluded in a treaty, the expedition to 
Egypt would nevertheleſs have taken place. On this prin- 
ciple then we are never to make peace, becauſe Treaties may 
be broken. On this principle the Wars which have. been 
waged between this country and France muſt have been eter- 
nal, becauſe certainly we could not be ſure that treaties would 
not be violated. Thus we are again brought back to the war 
of extermination, which I thought had now been exploded on 
both ſides of the Houſe. But it ſeems, as the phraſe is, we 
are to rouſe Auſtria and Pruſſia to ſecond the magnanimity 
of Ruſfia, and the vigour of the Porte ot this occaſion. Is 
TY there any man, however, who underſtands even the gram- 
75 mar of politics, that can look for any thing of efficient co- 
operation towards any great object of general concerument 
WW. Europe ? Who does not know the ſchemes of aggran- 
in enen ">" difernent 
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tliſement Which Ruſſia meditates at the expence of Turkey ? 
Who did not apprehend that when a Ruſſian fleet was al. ' 
_- lowed to pals the Dardanelles, the Sar had, as it were, 
conſented to their own deſtruion ? Of the Ottoman Parte, 
I am Dy wi N in ſay nothing offen IVE, and 1 Am ſure f 
. honourable: Friend behind me, in alluding to it, (pope 
of the Turks with as much gravity, as, any wan could diſ- 
play on ſuch a ſubject. I was indeed ſurpriſed to obſerye 
the tone of ridicule which, in alluſion. to the Turks, per- | 
yaded the honourable Gentleman's ſpeech, He alone cons 
ſidered the [Turkiſh aid as matter for merciment. © He told 
us of their gowns and beards, and their ſmoking their pipes, 
and, in his defence expoſed them to a ridicule with which f 
they had not been aſfalled. Indeed, if I may employ a vul ?- 
Fu expreſſion, he ſeemed to be in a humour to quiz the 
Turks, Surely the embaſſy of a noble perſon, who is ſaid 
to be going to Copſtaminople, is not intended to quiz the 
Grand Seignior. We have heard of converſations between 
Buonaparte and the Imans and Mufus of Egypt in the Py- 
ramids, but ſurely we are not to expect that the noble perſon 
to hom I have alluded is to perform any farce of a fimilar 
nature, or to quiz the gowns, turbans, ,beards, and tobacco 
pipes of the Muſſulmen; circumſtances which muſt have 
{truck the hon, Gentleman as very likely to produce diviſion, 
But ſeriouſly, what kind of vigour do we expect to be di- | 
played by the Ottoman Porte in this new ſcheme of coali« | 
tion? Does not every body know, that however grave and 
reſpeRable perſonages the Turks, nay individuals, be in 
ſpite of their gowns and beards, as a nation the Turks are 
 the-moſt inert, the moſt ant the moſt ſluggiſh people 
on the face of God's earth? Haye we not proofs before our 
eyes of, their dehility and impotence? Do we not ſee that 
555 have been baffled and defeated by one of their own rebel 
Pachas ? How then can men of common obſervation and un- 
derſtanding talk to us of the importance of the Turkiſh co- 
operation for any efficient attack upon the power of France? 


Ih I ef, a ſhe with a daſhing manifeſto, drawn up | 
in the ſtyle and ſpirit of more lettered cabinets and ſtateſmen ; 1 
they may be mighty civil with their preſents of Pelſices and bi 

- Aigrettes, and perfefilffreſpeRable in ſpite of their gowns | 
and beards, but as important and efficient allies how can 9 

they be conſidered? What part can they perform in the - i 
great ſchemes which are to be attempted for the deliverance 

of Europe? I | a NG 
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In the courſe of his ſpeech,” my bon. Friend who propoſed 
this motion, ſuggeſted that the plans for the deliverance of 
Europe and foreign alliance, would probably be accompanied 
with a ſubſidy. The bon. Gentleman in reply, however, 
ſeid nothing of this point, and I am ſurpriſed that he ſhould 
have omitted à conſideration ſo important to che preſent 
ueſtion; I hope ſtill that we. ſhall to-night hear ſomething 
atisfactory on this head. During the former coalition, 
when this Houſe was called upon to ſanction loans and ſub- 
dies to Pruſſia and Auſtgia, we were told that it was impoſ- 
ſible for theſe powers to go on without pecuniary aid from 
this country. What are we to expect now then ſhould they 
be rouſed into action: Is there a greater chance that they 
will feel an intereſt ſo powerful as to prompt them to contri- 
bute to the deliverance of Europe without being ſtimulated 
- by the wealth of England? I hope we ſhall know exactly 
to- night, whether we ſhall be called upon for new ſubſidies. 
I am afraid indeed that continental connection is too ſurely 
the forerunner of foreign ſubſidy. - This conſideration is one 
of ſerious and weighty importance. I am not one who is in- 
clined to deſpondence, nor do I think this a moment in 


which ſuch a ſentiment ought to enter the mind of an 


Engliſhman. If, however, our financial ſituation is not 
calculated to excite deſpondence, it ought, as Members of 
Parliament, to teach us caution. If, however, as there is 
but too much reaſon to ſuſpect, theſe new coalitions will 
call upon us to retnit'vaſt ſums to our continental allies, we 
ought to remember with ſeriouſneſs the remonſtrances and the 
ſtatements of the Directors of the Bank on this ſubject at 
the time the Bank ſtopped payment. They then demon- 
ſtrated to the right hon. Gentleman the ruinous conſequences 
of ſuch remittances. If ſubſidies are to be granted, to ſend 
our ſpecie abroad muſt be the neceſſary conſequence, and to 
what that may lead it is impoſſible to ſay. We have al- 
ready had the experience of the danger which it occaſioned. 
At preſent the iſſues of paper paſs current; the public is 
| habituated to it. —The clamours and the fears which the ſtop- 
page of the Bank produced have again ſubſided, and all goes 
ſmoothly. If, however, a ſimilar event ſhould again occur, 
it not eaſy to ſay with what miſchief it may be attended. 
Firmer remedies. could not again be applied, and a ſecond 


panic could not be ſo eaſily allayed. Things of this ſort; in- 
Adced, in the preſent momentous times, were ſcarce conſidered 


{to uſe à vulgar ſaying) a nine days wonder. Things 
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whiehfotmerly would have ſurpriſed and alarmed, crowd on 
us ſo faſt às to diminiſh our ſenſe of their danger and * 


conſequences. We have ſeen new ſchemes of finance 


have ſeen the Land Tax ſold; we now fee the nl Oo of 


_ every man's property about to be but in requiſſtion. The 
hon. Gentleman ſaid a good deal of the reciprocity of argu- 


ment, which on certain points, diſtinguiſhed the Gentlemen 


on this ſide of the Houſe. In the adoption of ſchemes 
which owe their origin to the French Revolution, the right 


hon. Gentleman has diſplayed this reciprocity in an eminem 


degree. The financial operations of the French have ever 


been the theme of declamation to Gentlemen on the other 


ſide, though the wi are not unwilling to imitate the principles 
of what they difapprove. I will venture to aſſert then, 1 
hardly any meaſure of Robeſpierre went beyond the opera 
tion of the meaſure of finance which has lately been peo 
poſed. Spies, under the name of Surveyors. are to be em- 


ployed in the collection of the revenue.” Men are to be 


obliged to make diſcoveries of their circumſtances, or to be 
taxed by an arbitrary aſſeſſment. Such is the ſituation of our 
financial reſources at a moment when new ſubſidies will, in 
all probability, be demanded. I remember a curious ſaying 
of a very worthy character, Mr. Serjeant Hill, which is very 
applicable to this ſubject. Mr. Serjeant Hill one day ob- 


ſerved in "converſation, that if he was a member of this 


Houſe he would move, that it ſhould be a ſtanding order that 
a pair of loaded piſtols - ſhould be laid upon the table, and 
thatif any man roſe to move that a guinea ſhould be ſent out 
of the country, it ſhould be the duty of Mr. Lea or Mr. 
Dyſon, directly to ſhoot him through the head. The right 


hon. Gentleman however, could find means of pers | 


money to the Emperor without the formality of a propoſa 


and would be able to avoid the inconvenience to which buen ; 


a regulation would expoſe him. No man in the country, I 
am ſure, can feel more than 1 do the ſplendour of Lord Nel- 
ſon's victory ; but while this bluſh of triumph fits upon the 
face of this country, there is a diſeaſe upon its vitals which 
muſt excite ſome alarm. This is the ſtate of our finances. 


On this ſubject We have the reſult of the laborious inveſtiga- 


tions of a Committee in cart loads of ſtatements which there 


ſeems no inclinatioh to diſeufs. It is a ſubject, however, to 


which our attention is immediately directed, when the mea- 
ſures which are to be adopted neceſſarily lead to ſubſidies. 


At the time when n firſt Sean were put in motion, a 


famous 


,/ 
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famous report appeared in France from S/. Juſt, which was 
much Alken of in this -Houle, in which aft redicted, as 
afterwards happened, that the members of the Confederacy, 
having each a particular intereſt to purſue, would ſoon de- 
ſert the common cauſe: Is there then any probability that's 
new coalition will exclude views of particular intereſts, or 
that it will be animated with a purer or mote perſevering 
proſecution of a general object. We are told that many of 
thoſe powers on whom the ſcourge of French tyranny has 
fallen are ſo exhauſted, that they have not phyhcal teſources 
left to enable them to throw eff the yoke under which they 
labour. What a proſpect does this open to us—what un- 
limited demand for ſubſidies and pecuniary aid of every kind 
from this country. Theſe deficjencies/muſt be made up by 
England, and her exhauſted reſources muſt be called upon to 
ſopply the means of new continental war, and to tempt new 
caltions. The hon. Gentleman made ſome - alluſions to 
what had been ſaid in another place reſpecting the inſular 
policy of this country, and I am ſure the expreſſions Which 
Dai were not in the ſtyle by which that eminent Stateſ- 
man is diſtinguiſhed. What the hon, Gentleman means by 
2 „ ſnug, tight, domeſtic war” I cannot tell; but I am ſure 
that the principles laid down by that perſon for the inſular 
policy of this country, are the true principles of our proſ- 
perity. What other Gentlemen who are now abſent. may 
have ſaid reſpecting the foreign politics, and foreign intereſts 
of this country, I know not. For my own part, I never 
have been a party man; I have ever thought that the. policy 
of this country was to avoid continental connexions, and ous 
moſt eminent writers have recommended this, policy, as par- 
ticularly appears from ſome of their works lately publiſhed. 
Such was the opinion of Bolingbroke, Sir Robert Walpole, 
Lord "Townſend, &c. Theſe med thought that the only 
high ground on which this country could ſtand, was to ad- 
here to our inſular poliey, and to avoid continental connec- 

Sir James Murray ſaid, that after the very able ſpeech of 
the hon. Gentleman oppoſite (Mr. Canning), he ſhould not 
detain the Houſe with many remarks. There was ane point, 
however, which, in the great variety of argument which the 
ſubje& involved, ſeemed - to have eſcaped him. He alluded 
to what had been {ſaid reſpecting our ſuceeſſes in the courſe 
of the laſt year. Tt could not be ſaid, that during this period 
we were quite deſtitute of allies. It was well TIN the 
wr N | tuation 


— 


a"; 
/ 


Ws 1 * . "3 
= 


Dec. 11.] © WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. " > Wl 
tituation of the continent was ſuch as to oblige the French 
to make great preparations both on the Rhine and in Italy, 
which might be conſidered in ſome meaſure equal to acam- 
paigh/ this circumſtance muſt have operated greatly in fa- 
vour of this country. He was not quite ſure if Europe hal 
Been perfectly tranquil, and France had feen all the Conti- 
nent at her feet, if the enemy had kept up, a great force on 
their coaſts and expended the ſums they have ſpent in mili- 
tary preparations by land upon their marine, perhaps it might 
have been more difficult and dangerous to detach ſo large à 
diviſion of our navy to the Mediterranean, by which the 
ſplendid victory of Lord Nelſon was atchieved. Of that 
victory no Engliſhman could be inſenſible of the value, and 
it was needleſs now to inſiſt upon it. No man had felt more 
anxiouſly the ſuſpence which we underwent during the 
cruize of that fleet, or rejoiced more ſincerely in the reſult 
of the engagement. With reſpect to the deliverance of Eu- 
rope, it was an expreſhon to which different meanings might 
be attached. For his part he underſtood it not as a philan- 
thropiſt merely, but as it was connected with our ſafety, 
and as it might be conſidered as a Britiſh cauſe. . | 
Mr. Dickenſon, Jun: ſaid, that though he differed from the 
hon. Gentleman who made the motion reſpecting the expe- 
diency, he by no means imputed to him any -improper mo- 
tives or party views. It was the common practice of thoſe, 
however, who oppoſed the war, to dwell upon the expence 
with which it was attended, This was an objeQion appli- 
cable to all wars that had ever been ſince the world began. 
When engaged in war it was neceſſary that it ſhould be ſup- 
ported. He differed from thoſe who thought that the motion 
was an 'encroachment on the King's prerogative. He con- 
ſidered the Houſe of Commons to be a place where they 
could converſe with his Majeſty and his Miniſters. The mo- 
- tion would be attended with many miſchievous conſequences, 
none of the leaſt of which was, that to thoſe abroad wha 
were not acquainted with the nature of our conſtitution, it 
might appear to be a proof of a different intereſt between the 
king and the parliament, and that his Majeſty was not free 
to regulate all matters of peace and war, a ſuppoſition per- 
fectly unfounded. It no doubt would tend likewiſe to damp 
the ſpirit of Europe, and to deprive thoſe who ſtruggled under 
the tyranny of France, of the hopes of ſucceſs and aſſiſtance, 
while it would remove the apprehenſions the enemy enter- 
tained of being aſlailed by a new coalition. It appeared to 
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* him that there was a great difference between the ſituation of 
| France now, and the ſituation of France at the beginning of 
- | ___ the taſt coalition, a difference which mult operate greatly on 
the people in every country of Europe. At fifſt the French 
began with declarations againſt other governments and againſt 
| religion. Now they had acted upon what they had announ- © 
ced, and proved to all Europe that their conduct had been 
more miſchievous than their declaration had threatened. 
Their trade and commerce were deſtroyed, their navy was an- 
nihilated, their reſources were almoſt exhauſted ; they had 
no longer the means of plunder they had formerly poſſeſſed—. * - 
they had no longer the eſtates of the nobles and the clergy— 
they, had nb longer the confiſcated: property of thoſe they 
murdered! He contended therefore, that in every point of 
| view the chance of checking their power was now more fa- 
3 . vourable than it had ever been; and on theſe grounds he diſ- 
approved of the motion. He ſhould not, howeyer, detain the 
* Honſe 5 in ſtating arguments which already had been 
ſo ably enforced.! “ mere; '- | 
Mr. Tierney and Mr. Canning ſaid each a few words in ex- 
YH . planation ; after which the motion was negatived without 3 
| diviſton. | 1 | , GA 
1 Ihe other orders of the day were then deferred. 
| Adjourned. 55 p 
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HI - WEDNESDAY, DEC. 12. Hes 
1 Sir John Anderſon brought 0 the bill for rendering more 
commodious, and better regulating the port of London. 
The bill was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a 
ſecond time on Friday ſe'nnight. ; 5 
The Annual -Indemnity bill in favour. of thoſe wha 
omitted to qualify themſelves under the Teſt Act, was read a 
firſt time and ordered to be read a ſecond time. 0 
4  TheEngliſh, Small notes bill, was read a third time and 
paſſed. TE f FN 3 
1 The Sceretary at War brought up an account of the num- 
1 ber of Staff and General Officers now ſerving in his Ma- 
rs jeſty's army, together with the amount of their pay. 
| Ĩ he paper being read, Mr. Windham obſerved, that it did 
not perhaps contain the whole of the eſtimate moved for by 
' the hon. Gentleman, but if it was read, as required by the 
. hon.“ Gentleman, he would preſent another paper * 
f "2 1 a . b i Wou 
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1 W A. Fay ker faid; that tio aud peru th biper 
reſemtect BY His rig be Ron. Friend, and "x made no donde . 
"0 that the cnatter it contained would fully anfwer the ob 
of His bee. 4 
© The Mytiny bilt as read a Reet time, and ofdered & . 
be cofnmftted the next day. | E73 
The Three Million Loan bill was Je a firſt rims, | 
| and ordered to be read a fecond time the next day. IG 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved that the Houſe do 
reſolve ĩtſelf intdõ a cotnimittee the next day upon the bill fr 
continuing and the Land Tax Redemption Act. 
He alſo obſerved that he faw nothing which could preyerit 
him from going into that buſineſs the next day. 
The Houſe then Teſolved itſelf into a committee on the 
bill for continuing, for a time to be limited, an Act pafſea 
laſt Seffion for ena ling his Majeſty to accept of the von 
tary offers of the Englith militia regimefts to extend their | 
ſervices to Treland. 
 'The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſald, that he had Gul to 
remark to the committee that the time to which he withel to 
limit the operation of the bitl was one month after the 7 4 we 
mencement of the next ſeſſion. He had alſb a clauſe to Wd } 
poſe which would ſufficiently characteriſe. the ſpirit o thie | 4 


AR, and the object of this clauſe was, that no perſons ſhould 
be called upon to'ferve, but ſuch as had already made a vo- * 4 
luntary offer of their ſeryices, or "MP might hereafter volun- 2 4 
tarily engage in ſuch ſervice. | 
Mr. M. A. Taylor ſaid, that laſt year he nad oppoſed this | 
bill becanſe he Mosef it unconſtitutional ; even now he 
wiſhedit to be underſtood, thar he did not confent to-it. He 
took this opportunity of ſaying, however, that the congud of 
the Noble Marquis Who now preſided over the affairs of 
Irelapd, had his perfect concurrence; the affairs of Ireland 
were in a better ſituatiom than they had been for many. 
years. He both ſaw and felt this to he the caſe. 88 
The Gancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that as it had fre 
quently been the practice with Gentlemen who laft year re- 
probated the ſyſtem purſued in Ireland, he wiſhed to ſay a al 
few, words againſt the concluſion which this language A 
intended to infer. e was perfectly aware of the merit _— 
the Noble Marquis now at the head of affairs in Ireland 3 in 
every ſituation he wo filled. At the ſame time, e E 
Vox. I. 1708. nl: tas ee, * 6 
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5 to the merits. of others. — This much he was ready to ,' 
ay, that to the firmneſs, the moderation, the wiſdom, and 
the vigour of the Noble Lord who; preceded the Noble Mar- 
uis, was it owing that the latter had an op nity to pur- | 
2 at all any meaſures for the ſafety of Ireland. | 
Mr. Taylor hoped that nothing that had dro pped from bien 
ſhould in the leaſt be conſtrued into any ting like blame on 
the conduct of the Noble Earl who preceded the Noble Mar- 
quis. He had the henour of ſome perſonal acquaintance 
with that Noble Earl, and it was impoſſible for any words 
he could make uſe of to do juſtice to the candour, the mild- 
ves, the moderation and generoſity of that worthy Noble- 
man; both to his private and public virtues he was always 
read N ay a due tribute of applauſe. 
ones ſaid, that he had on a former occaſion wound. for 
' the bill as a meaſure of State neceſſity, though in a conſtitu- - 
. tional point of view he neither did then, nor could he now. 
- approve of it. In his opinion Ireland was under great obliga- 
tions to the miniſters of this country, and he hoped they 
would purſue every fair means of A ſafety and tran- 
Wau; to that diſtracted count. 
Mr. Elliſon ſaid, that he would vote for this bill and for 
every ſuch bill hich. miniſters would introduce for. extin- 
guiſhing any thing like rebellion, or averting the dangers to 
which it might expoſe us. For their conduct in the affairs 
of Ireland they had his moſt heartfelt gratitude, as they ought 
to have that of every well wiſher to the ſafety and proſperity 
of the Britiſh Empire, and he truſted they would not relax 
In their vigilance and activity as long as there remained in 
Ireland a Logis rebel in arms. 
The clauſe was then read and agreed to, and the . ag 
ordered to be received the next day. ; 
The bill for preventing and puniſhin Lage, to ſeduce 
| from their allegiance his Majeſty" $ . ſoldiers Wag 
read a third time and paſſed. 
The Cape of Good Hope Trade bill was read a ſecond | 
: time, and committed for the next day. | 
The. Committees of Supply and Ways and Means were 
then deferred till F 7 and the Houſe 2 4 N 
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Mx. Hobart brought up and preſented the Penſion, Offices» 
and Place Duty bill, the Annual Malt Tax bill, and the 
Army and Navy Seduction bill, which were read a firſt time, 
and ordered to be read a ſecond time the next day.. © 
Mr. Dundas alſo brought up the Scots Small- Notes g | 
Bill, which was likewiſe read a firſt time. 
The pron cauſe, which ſtood for hearing the ated day, 8 
Was * till NM ane amor 
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The Three Million Loan Bill was read a fecond time, and 
ordered to be committed to a committee of the whole Houſe 
the next day. e 
The annual Indemnity bill was read a ſecond time, and . + | 
ordered. to be committed to a committee of the Whole | 
Houſe on Monday next. 
The Bill to enable his Majeſty t to accept of the ſervices of 
ſuch of the militia as may chuſe to ſerve in Ireland for a 
limited time, was ordered to be read a third. time the next 
dap. if then ingrofſed. | 
The Mutiny bill was read a ſecond time, and ordered 0 
to be committed to a committee of the whole Houſe n 
Ty next. | . 
| LAND TAX REDEMPTION BILL... 


| The Chancellor of the Exchehuer moved the order of the EY! 
day, Which was for the Houſe to reſolve iiſelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe on the bill to alter, amend, and 
enlarge the proviſions of the Land Tax Sale bill. 
0 The The quelti ion being Ne That the ee do leave the 
f chair.“ | TEL JOE 
Mr. Janes ſaid, it was of very little uſe for ſo helpleſs an 
individual as himſelf to ſay any thing upon this bill, aften 
the marked, manifeſt, and avowed indifference of the Chan- 
cCellor of che Exchequer towards every thing that was ſaid 
againſt the meaſure. This bill was ſaid to be a meaſure to 
give effe& to the former bill} and ſo, indeed, the preamble 
indicated. He could not oppoſe any .modification of the 
former bill, after all that had been ſaid upon it. If it ſhould 
appear from one corner of this country to the other, that 
this bill was a good one, however violent he had been againſt 
itt, (and a it * was p n he ſhould be ga 9 
5 4 r 
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"$4 to hear it. He had acted upo n this meaſure from his own. 
judgment. If he was wrong, he ſhould. have nobgd ta 
We | + Wig if right, nobody to praiſe for it. However, he re- 
tained his opinion upon one part of the bill, and he had no 
idea that any thing. could ever change it; that was, that the 
n bill was an unconf itutional meaſure. Good, or bad, in any _ 
_ other reſpect, it was a violence to, the-conſtitution of England. 
"He believed he was borne out in that aſſertion , by the be 
authority; he meant De Lolme, on the conſtitution of 
land ; who ſtated, that the land tax, if made perpetual, mig t 
be applied to the payment of a ſtanding army. He ſhould 
ſay nd more, but leave the bill to the eduntey, to conſider 
whether it was good or bad. f 
The Speaker then left ei ; and 8 various 1 
were offered by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and adopted 
by the committee, who went through the bill, the Houle, be- 
ing reſumed, the report was received immediately, read, and 
ordered to be taken into further cc ane on Monday 
next. 
Mr. Ryder ſaid, That the Houfe laſt year Ie LEY a com- 
| mittee to conſider of the Herring fiſheries ; that committee 
had proceeded in part upon. the ſubject, bũt had not con- 
cluded it: they had made a, report. He wiſhed to propoſe, 
' — that a committee be re-appointed to conſider of the Herrin 
ö ficheries. He therefore moved, that a committee be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the ſtate of the Herring fiſheties, &. 
Ordered. | - 

He moved, that the e of the former committee * re- 
ferred to this committee. Ordered. 

The Cape of Good Hope Trade Regildting Bill paſſed . 
trough a committee, and the report was ordered to he re- 
; 1 the next day 2 

Mr. Tierney moved, that the account of. the an of 

G and Staff Officers, their pay, ny Ke. | in 12 505 
kipgdom, be printed. Ordered. + 
Deferred the other Orders of the * 


; N . F . 4 : ON. 
7 1 e 71 FR is ; 
un: 21 OF LORDS. . 
* 175 | ; 20 FRIDAY, DEC. 14. o 
3 3 Tbe 3 duty bill, the malt tax bill, "ad the Cons , 


ſmall note bill were gead a hae time. Adjourned i ll 14a 
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"The Sheriffs of London brought up a petition 700 the 
| Lord Mayor and Commons of the city of London in Com- 
mon Council aſſembled, againſt a bill now pending and 
brought in on behalf of the Merchants, &c. "TT to the "| 
Part of London, and for making wet docks. | 
Mr. Manning obſerved, that this petition was verbatim the d 
ſame as that which was preſented from the ſame quarter upon 
the ſame ſubject laſt year, which oecaſioned a delay of 136 
days. He hoped that this; petition would not have: a Dan 
ec. | 
Sir Jeb Anderſon mainecitie that- there had been no af. 
ſeed delay on the part of the corporation of London, which 
de vindicated as having done that which was jaudable in de- 
fence of their chartered rights. 4 
The petition was ordered to be laid on . table until the 
bill ſhall be read a ſecond time; and all h are 10 be at 
A to be heard by Counſel. 
The three millions loan bill paſſed the e 1 me 
5 mee was ordered to be — on W e on the motion 
8 of Mr Roſee. 
The bill to empower his Majeſty to accept of the ſervices 
of ſuch militia forces as may voluntarily offer to ſerve/in lre- 
hand for a time to be limited was read a third time and paſſed; 
Ihe Gancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of the day 5 
for the farther conſideration bf the report of the committee 
on the income bill, which being read, he moved, *« That 
„this report be now taken into further conſideration.” 
Sir John Sinclair Taid, he thought it was a duty. peculiarly 
|. incunibent on thoſe who have directed their attention to finan- 
cial. enquiries, to take an early opportunity of ſtating their 
ſentiments on this ſubje&; and under that impreſſion he now 
roſe to ſtate his ſentiments to that Houſe. | 
After enumerating the different ways reſorted to for £0 IO 
the ſupplies, he ſaid, he knew of none of ſuch tried effi- 
| . cacy and ſafety as that of the funding ſyſtem; to this was 
..,, © owing the, great ſplendour of this country, for it was by it 
we had been enabled to check the ambitious projects of ou.r 
. enemies. At we e told that the. gs ſyſtem is ©. 
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_ exhauſted, and that it is become impoſſible to raiſe large ſums - 
of money upon that ſyſtem, but upon very difadvantageaus + 
terms to the public. We were told alſo that the plan now 
before the Houſe was nothing but the charge af the ſalvage. 
of the property of every human being in the kingdom; that 
nothing could anſwer this purpoſe but that of raifing a large 
ſam of money within the year. Now, he conceived that this 


. expedient was liable to many objections; and he muſt firſt 
_ , oblexve, that if the ſyſtem of funding was to be departed 


from at all, it ſhould be abandoned altogether ; or in other 
| words, if we. raiſed ſome we ſhould raiſe the whole of the © 
ſupplies within the year. By this half meaſure we had none 
of the advantages of either ſyſtem, but we were expoſed to 
the inconvenientes of both. The money will not be collected 
in the metropolis, which is.the cafe, generally ſpeaking, wien 
a loan was made; but here was to be accumulated at laſt in 


the capital, an immenſe ſum of money, and the contributions 


towards it are made in the country, the conſequence of Which 
was very unfavourable to the kingdom at large. But to ſup- 
; poſe, for the ſake of argument, that this plan was a good one, 
that would raiſe the price of Stock, and produce other ad- 
vantages, ſuch as tend to the reſtoration of public credit. 
hat the Stocks are better now than they were ſome months 
ago was true; but he would aſk, whether that was owing to 
any plan of raiſtng the ſupplies 5 the year ? he believed 
it was owing to no ſuch cauſe. Indeed vaxious cauſes were 
aſſigned for this riſe in the funds: We were ſom̃etimes told 


that the plan for the redemption of the land tax was one cauſe 


of it; we were told at other times that the improvement in 


the agriculture of the country was alſo a cauſe of the advance- 2 8 


ment of our credit; we were told alſo that our naval victories 
were the cauſes of our improvement in public: this he was 
. inclined to believe, and he gloried in the cauſe of it. 
In examining the propriety of raiſing large ſupplies within 
the year, a queſtion naturally. aroſe, eſpecially upon ſuch a 
- meaſure as that which was now before the Houſe; whether 


the legiſlature ought or ought not to repeal the aſſeſſed taxes 1 
 adopted-laſt year, and form a new mode upon the old baſis Þ 


For his own part, when he remembered what was ſaid by the 
_ Miniſter, and thoſe who generally ſupport him in every mea- 


ſure, how confident they all were of the excellence of the | 


plan, he could hardly conceive the reaſon why they dropt it 
now: but ſuppoſe it was proper to repeal the aſſeſſed taxes, 


de would then fay, that the queſtion was, what other mode 
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of taxation ſhould be deviſed ? That property, ſome how 

bother, ought to be the object of taxation, was manifeſt. The 
_ -queſtion then would be, whether the tax ought to be on capi- 

tal, or on income? or rather, whether they ſhould not be both 


blended together? He thought that if theſe very extraordi- 


nary contributions were to be levied, there ought to be half 
per cent. upon the capital, and five per cent. only upon in- 

come. A double advantage would be derived from this, be- 
cauſe thoſe who had nothing but income to depend upon, 


would be conſiderably relieved ; whereas thoſe who had both 


income and capital would be made to pay more than is pro- 
poſed by the preſent [plan. For his own part, he LEO not 

making 

income alone the ſubject of taxation. There was a variety 
of publications upon this ſubject, to which, however, he 

| ſhould not now allude. But he ſhould ſtate a caſe by way of 
illuſtration. |. Suppoſe an individual got 609]. a year by the 


conceive any thing more improper than the plan 


profeſſion of the law; and another had 20,0001. in three per 


cents. conſolidated annuities, the income is the ſame to both, 


but the unfortunate lawyer muſt deduct 6ol, a year immedi- 
ately out of his income, whereas the capital of the other 
may increaſe ; for that would be the caſe if the funds ſhould 


riſe, as they were expected to do, by this very meaſure. He 
therefore thought that the tax ought to be both on capital and 
upon income, in order to be equitable. It might be ſaid, 


that a great difficulty would ariſe in eſtimating capital ; for 


his part, he ſaw. no more difficulty in that reſpect than there 
will be in aſcertaing the different incomes of indiuiduals, 
There were. three ſorts of income. The landed, the com- 
mercial, and the profeſſional income. It might be ſuppoſed, 
that a perſon poffaſſed of a landed income, can always ſtate | 
What it is; but there were difficulties in many caſes: he 
might be ſubject to a variety of expences of a legal and un- 
avoidable nature in defending his right among gentlemen of 
the law. He was liable to many deductions on account of 
the improvement of his eſtate, which he could not feel the 
effect of for many years. He had many expences that were 
. incidental to his ſtation; there was much expence upon his 
appearanee; he might be called upon to go through the of- 
- fice of ſheriff; he might be applied to tor his contribution 
to build a bridge; to make a road ; to cut a canal; or for 
ſuch like affairs, which might be very conſiderable, and 
which, from his ſtation, he could not decently avoid Theſe 
Ny ns I rag ns NA ORE - gonſfiderations * 
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conſiderations entitled the man of lantled income to kayo 
able deductions from the impoſt, as it now ſtood. | 
Phe income of the commercial man [was fill ore. ;Mcult 1 
to be known, It was a thing in its hature net capable. of — | 
fair calculation, for it depended on fituation, on friends, on 
connexion, on talents, and on induſtry; and indeed on vatious 
other things. It was hardly poſſible to lay an equitable tax 
on ſituation; that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had dif- 
coveted by the operation of the ſhop-tax. It ſounded oddly 
* fay that a man ſhould: be taxed becauſe he bad friends; 
| id-it ſeem much better to ſay that a mam ſhould be taxed wo, 
betas he had genius, or becauſe he was'induſtrious.: If we | 
did, we deſtroyed induſtry, we damped the ardour of genius, 
and favoured idleneſs and dulneſs: a mode of dnn e 
affairs of a State not much to be commended. - Mie 
But if there were any difficulties in — the id | 
of the landed and the commercial, they were multiplied ten 
fold in the caſe vf the proſeſſional mam for he was liable not 
only to a diminution but the utter deſtruction of his income 
from unavoidable accidents, and often by tie moſt whimſical 
prejudices of a political or any other natore. Publie diſtreſs 
2 perhaps deſtroy the whole of his income by 8 an 
end to his employment; nay, there might be many profeſ- 
ſional men whoſe noble income might be | deſtroyed by this 
very meafure, which on en them . a contribution * a 
tenth of it. 
_ The Houſe would recollea the very ab ane: aha 8 
ſpeech of the right hon. Gentleman in opening this buſineſs * 
he duelt a great deal on the antiquated notions of Davenant, - 
and the mere gueſſes of ſome modern authors concerning the 
amount of the income of the people of this country. 
poſing the calculation he made was right, that the income of 
the. people of this country was 100 millions, yet it was worth 
_ while to examine whether: they can afford to pay away one 
ſtenth of that income; for it ſhould be remembered that this 
tenth was in addition to all the other taxes whieh they pay 
already, and thoſe which they will be called upon to pay. 
7 He thought the people of this country might be divided ._ 
jnto three claſſes, Firſt, thoſe Who have been in the habit 
of ſaving ſomething out of their income. Secondly, thoſe 
who have not, but who might ſave. Thiclly, thoſe; who 
neither have ſaved, will ſave, or can ſave. The firſt clafs, 
| by this 1 ous ſoon be > rig ah fo ada ſecond, 
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to the condition of the third. He was now ſpeaking gene- 
Tally ; allowance was of courſe to be made for ſome'excep- 
tions. But this was ſuppoſed to have a great deal of mexit, 
on account of its aiming at the miſer. He wiſhed the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had ſtated the income of individuals 
of this deſcription in his opening ſpeech upon this ſubject. 

He had not done ſo.! He would do it for the miniſter. He 
believed that we could not eſtimate that there were above three 
thouſand miſers in this country; and the whole income poſ- 
ſeſſed by miſers did not exceed three millions ſterling ; and 
therefore the whole tax upon their property would not, by 
this meaſure, amount to more than three hundred thouſand 

ounds ſterling. The next claſs of the community were 
thoſe who have not hitherto ſaved any thing, and he had no 
heſitation in ſaying that, after this meaſure ſhall have paſſed, * 
if it ſhould os they would never beable to ſave any thirg ; 
and if they were only prudent enough to keep out of debt, 
the Exchequer would loſe from it in the diminution of their 
conſumption of all articles taxed by. way of exciſe, cuſtoms, 
or otherwiſe, ſo that in reality Government could not gain at 
all from this claſs, by this new impoſition. The fame ob- 
ſervations were applicable to the next claſs, with this dif- 
ference, that the little capital they have will be diminiſhed 
continually in endeavouring to exiſt. (6 


The next point of objection which occurred to him was 
that this meaſure would cauſe emigration. If the people of 
this country were under the ee e of making a diſcloſure 
of their property ot income, and paying ſeverely for that pro- 
perty or income, he was afraid that the conſequence of ſuch 
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ſyſtem would be much emigration. | 

he next head of objection was, that this impoſt was to 
affect Penny that was in other parts of his Majeſty's domi- 
nions. This was a meaſure of ſeverity, for which there was 
not fo much as an example. The Houſe would eaſily ſee 
that he applied this obſeryation to property that was in the 
Weſt Indies, and in Ireland. They were under the privi- 
lege of being taxed only by thoſe who repreſented them; 
and here he could not help quoting the expreſſion of the ce- 
lebrated Blackſtone, who ſaid, „that a tax is a contribution 
of property, in order to ſecure the remainder.” If fo we £44 
Could not tax Ireland, but for the protection of Ireland; we | 

{ 


* 


could not tax Jamaica, but for; the protection of Jamaica. 
We might ſay we had the right, but he queſtioned the po- 
Hey of the meaſure in this particular. - + | 
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The next objection he had was to the inquiſitorial power 
which this tax gave to thole'who were to aſſeſs upon it. H 
thought. that ſome regulations might be mage to prevent Va- 
ſions ; but he could have no heſitation in declaring; that the 
proviſions of this bill, as they ſtand, are totally repugnant. to 
all the principles of our conſtitution, and ſuch as would bp 
diſgraceful to that Houſe to adopt. PTS LALLY 
There were other objections which were of a minor na- 
ture to thoſe of which he had been ſpeaking. "The taxing 
the funds was neither more nor leſs (let what willbe ſaid of 
it) than a breach of faith with the public creditor, The 
public creditor was told by law he was to havehis' money 
paid to him without, any deduQion whatever, and indeed ſo 
e gen ſtill to be paid without any deduction, but the money 


94 


Was no ſooner in his pocket, than it was to be taken out 
again; for he was told by this bill, “ fail not at your peril 


to give an account of all the money 0 have received as 
a public creditor, and give up a tenth of that property.” He 
muſt ſay that this was a miſerable evaſion of the ſpirit of the 
law by which the public creditor was protected in the receipt 
of his money. He would ſay, that we ſhould follow the prin- 
ciple of our anceſtors. on this occafion, if we muſt raiſe a 
large ſum of money within the year ; for they defrauded no- 
body; indeed they had no funded debt, and if they had, hg 
was perſuaded they would not haye defrauded their creditors, 
as this meaſure would be the means of doing if carried. If 
we were to expect money from thoſe who have property in 
the funds, let books be opened at the bank, and let thoſe 
who like it ſubſcribe their money, and let it go no further 
than it did on a former occaſion. . But it might be ſaid; that 
ſome great meaſure of finance is neceſſary for the preſent 
ſituation of the country; and it might be added, that fuch is 
the exigency of public affairs, that no Gentleman obght to 
object to any meaſure of finance, without þeing ready to.ſug- 
geſt ſomething elſe in its ſtead. He diſſented from that doc- 
trine altogether ; for it was ſufficient for a member of that 
Houſe to ſee that a meaſure which was propoſed was bad, in 
order to juſtify him in oppoſing it. But there was not any 
real difficulty upon that head; let a committee be appointed, 
and let it be compoled of proper perſons, ang he had no doubt 
that a much better plan than the preſent would be adopted, 


and indeed When the Houſe knew that much'buſineſs upon 


this plan, out of that Houſe, and by many perſons who were 
not members of it, had been done, he did not ſee what ob- 
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jectlon there could be to appointing a committee from tlie 
Houſe itſelf to take this matter into conſideration. Much 
might be done by a committee of this kind. He was of opi- 
nion that much might be expected out of. economical. ar- 
rangements. He was glad to ſee that the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer appeared to approve of this idea. 


He had ſome more ideas upon this ſubject, and which led 
him to object to the meaſure now before the Houſe, - The 
effect of ſuch a meaſure as this would be to encourage pro- 
fuſion and to perpetuate the war — for It this country was to 
ſee it could raiſe 10 millions within the year, it would be- 
come fond of the war, which muſt lead to its ruin. Ie was 
afraid that if this reſource was once eſtabliſhed as an article 
of finance, it would not be very eaſy to get rid of it; while 
the war continued it was impoſlible to get rid of it but in 
time of peace it was a queſtion with him whether this would 
not be conſidered as a convenient article in the public re- 
venue towards diſcharging the national debt, and of keeping 


a large eſtabliſhment even when there was no war. This he 


felt the more, as it was to be under the management of thoſe 
to whom a cold economy was an object of diſapprobation. 
He was afraid that if this law paſſed, we ſhould ſee no end 
of the tax; and he was afraid alſo, that this would prove 
the fruitful parent of other exadt ions. The miniſter had for 


the preſent contented himſelf with moderately demanding only 


one tenth of every man's income, but if this meaſure; was 
agreed to, the principle would be eſtabliſhed for tak ing away 


a ſixth, or an half of every man's income; for that might be 


the effect of ſome future Carats regulations of this mea- 
ſure. He would aſk the Houſe, if they knew where this was 
to ſtop ? Formerly, when taxes were impoſed in à great mea- 


ſure on conſumption, a man might, by prudence, perhaps 


enjoy. many of the neceſſaries of life without difficulty, and 
thoſe who could obtain luxuries, enjoyed them, ſo. that the 
Exchequer was full, and individuals were rich. That could 


never be the caſe if this impoſt was to be laid upon income, 


for then a man's prudence could not diminiſh the duty upon 


him, as in the, eaſe. of duty on.conſumption it dic. This 
year it was only a tenth that was called for, the next may be 


a fifth, then a third, and next the whole : If this, Was to be 
the, caſe, the Houſe would give him leave to ſay, that under 


1 * 


ſuch apprehenſions the -people of this country could not long 
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proceed. 
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Such were the objections he had to the meaſure not be- 


fore the Houſe, to which he''conceived there would be no 


anſwer, ex general deelamation and bitter phi res and icks- 
againſt the French Directory. He felt as little di 

any man to give way to the ambition of the Friel I Direc- 

tory, and he would go as great lengths as any man to oppoſe 
them.” But becauſe the French ry are ambitious, 

wete the people of this country to be — and ruined? 

e had now ſtated his ſentiments on this meaſure, and he had 

only, in addition to what he had ſaid, moſt earneſtly to re- 
queſt the members of the Houſe to conſidet this matter dif- 

Paſſionately, without giving way to partiality for one indi- 
vidual, or indulging prejudice againſt another. Let them 
conſider that they themſelves muſt ſoon feel the effect of it, 


and that their poſterity may regard i it as the n e 
"that ever befel any c | 


Mr. Simeon obſerved, that the hon. Baronet was perfeftly 
right in calling the attention of the Houſe to this important 
meaſure; indeed all queſtions or finance were peculi 
within the province of that Houſe. He approved alſo of the 
requeſt of the hon. Baronet, 10 lay aſide all prejudice. The 
ſingle queſtion; in the firſt place was, whether or not, con- 
ſidering all circumſtanees, it was wiſe to raiſe a large ſums of 
money within the year? upon which he believed there was 
but little variety of opinion. The next point would be, 


whether it was wiſe to continue the aſſeſſed taxes, or adopt 


the preſent meaſure. Upon the funding ſyſtem it- was not 


Proper to ſay we ſhould go as far as we could; that, he was 


convinced, we had not done yet, but we ſhould ſtop in due 
ſeaſon, and this meaſure ſaid you muſt ſtop upon the ting 
ſyſtem, not becauſe you cannot go on, but becauſe prudence: 
advifes you to ſtop here. He had not heard any gentleman 
ſay it was wiſe to continue the aſſeſſed taxes. He oppoſed 
theſe aſſeſſed taxes laſt year becauſe he thought the plan 
would not anſwer ; but he was glad the meaſure had been 


tried, becauſe it has had the effect of ripening the public mind 


for another meaſure which was now before the Houſe. He 
could not agree with the hon. Baronet with regard to a tax 
upon capital in real eſtate; becauſe he thought it would be 
impoſſible to aſcertain its value, or the valu&'of the intereſt 


Which each individual who enjoyed it had in that eſtate. 


The ſame objection would apply to ſome other ſpecies of 


| capital ; Has to capital in the A, the idea of taxing it was 
| | r 
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unjuſt: in- 1 — inaſmuch as it might be the ruin 
of the holder b 3 ng; him ta ſell out to an immenſe 
diſadvantage. The 2 Was —— upon income. 
He then proceeded to take notice of hints that had been 
thrown out upon a former accalion, relative to the taking 
the property to be found in of + yh and church 44 a 
for the uſe of the. ſtate. . He h that would never, be de- 
liberately propoſed i in that H Corporations were ex- 
tremely uſeful for the purpoſe of adminiſtering local juſtĩce 
and which they did adminiſter as regularly, and as well, as it 
was adminiſtered in Weſtminſter Hall; and he believed ibere 
was no complaint upon that, ſubject in any part of the king- 
dom. As to the manner in which corporations ſometimes 
ſhewed their hoſpitality, he ſaw no reaſon to complain of it; 
to put men occaſionally in good humour, appeared to him to 
be a harmleſs thing and no reaſon why. the property ſhould: 
be taken away. "oh to the church lands, he warned the 
Hoyſe, but indeed, it wanted no warning, of the effect of 
ſuch a meaſure; in another country; it led to anarchy and 
confuſion; and ſo it would here; for the clergy were the 
great prop of the ſtate, by the influence they had upon the 
morals of the people; when that prop was taken away, the 
building muſt fall. But we ſhould not be ſo unwiſe: as to 
follow —— example that was ſet to us. He believed, indeed, 
that religion was ſpreading over this nr by the interpo- 
ſition of divine Providence. 

Gentlemen ſaid that this meaſure was hard; he wiſhed: 
they would tell him what they meant by the word hardſhip 
Suppoſe thirty millions were to be raiſed by a loan, and taxes 
were to be impoſed for the payment of the intereſt of the 
money. would not that appear to be hard? What was the 
hardſhip? It was not in the tax; it was in the cauſe of the 
tax — that cauſe was the war; and until we had peace, ibe 
hardſhip muſt continue. To obtain peace we had done e 
thing that a great and dignified nation could conſent to do. 
Indeed hardſhip was to be judged of by compariſon. We 
thought our condition hard in England: would we change 
with Switzerland? Would we change with any other part 
of Europe Would the London merchant change conditions 
- with the merchant of Amſterdam ? Why then talking of 
hardſhip without taking it in a comparative Views was talk 

ing without ſenſe... 
lle knew of no better way, for diſcuſſing the gelber of this 
meaſure than by looking at the effect it was likely to have 


on 
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on the price of the articles of life. Would they riſe in pro- 


ion to the ſum raiſed, which muſt be the caſe when 2 
oan was made: ? By no means: he took it to, be clearly 
otherwiſe ; for, as it affected every individual alike, there 
was no chance of charging more unon any article of trade 
now than formerly; for each individual will be governed by 
prudenge as far as re gards himſelf; and that from its very 
nature, will keep the prices of the articles of life where they 
are, or nearly ſo, the buyer and ſeller being We RY this 
plan, actually alike. . 

Ass to the probability of emigration, he had not any of the 
| apprehenſions expreſſed by the hon. Baronet. In the firſt 
place, this plan affected no man whoſe income was under.6ol. 

a year, and therefore it was not likely to affect the price of 
labour. If, indeed, the price of labour could be affected by 
the meaſure, there would be. ſomething to be apprehended 
from emigration ; but a man whoſe income was 200L a year 
in this country, whether by trade ur otherwiſe, was not very 
likely to emigrate. He ſhould be glad to know of the hon, 
Baronet where men were to go? Would they go to France; 


or would they crols the Atlantic? He believed very few per- 


ſons of 200l. a year would try the ſpeculation : each indivi- 


dual would conlider he was as well off as his neighbour, and 


remain where he is, in hope better times, which muſt ar- 
rive when peace comes. 

He profeſled himſelf an enemy to all ſpecies of declama - 
tion upon this ſubjet.' He thought that miſchief might be 
produced by calling this an inquiſitorial meaſure. Many 

honeſt people among the public, for want of opportunity of 

being better informed, aſſociated ideas to words in a manner 
very different from the meanin % of Gentlemen ho uſed cer- 
tain words in that Houſe. Thus, for inſtance, when the 


Word inquiſition“ was uttered, a great part of the public | 


annexed, to it the idea of racks and tortures,” So again, 
when a ſurveyor was called a ſpy, the public annexed mean 


and diſhoneſt ideas to that. office; but, in fact, theſe, were 


to be men, whoſe duty it was to be ſerviceable to the public; 
and as well might the Attorney and Solicitor General be 


called ſpies, becauſe they inſlituted informations againſt thoſe. 


who .miſconducted themſelves. Indeed, he thought this an 
abſolutely uſeful as well as neceflary, meaſure; and he be- 


lieved it, approved in every corner of this, country. Our 


enemies had made this meaſure neceflary,. for they, had not 
leſt us in doubt what their object was; it was avowedly the 
MINOR 
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deſtrudtionsf this e country. That had evidently united us all; 
it ought to Ynite us all. 2 INT Pe 
As t. the idea of the hon. Baronet in bavinglh Wortthilites 
of the Houſe to conſider of a better plan iþan the preſent, - 
he had no doubt but that any committee of that'Houſe would 
be à ſenſible committee, eſpecially if they had the hon. Bato- 
net at their head; but ſtill he did not ſee why they ſhould be 
wiſer than the whole Houſe. He then defended the partieu- 
lar proviſions of the bill with regard to the mode of appoints 
ing commiſſioners, and concluded with obſerving, that he 
thought the meaſure altogether a very good one, and that the 
oppch e to it could only tend to damping the ardour of the 

opts,” 7. 

12 Michael Angelo Taylor ſaid, that if he thouſhe this 
meaſure would produce all. the advantages which his learned 
Friend who had juſt ſpoken had ſaid it would produce, he 

. ſhould be one of I firſt to approve of it. But as this was 

a meaſure which deeply affected the principles of the con- 

ſtitution of England, Fi, wiſhed it to he gravely and candidly 
argued; and that no topics of declamation againſt the tyrann 

-of g rance, or on the danger of French principles, had min- 

| in the diſcuſſion. If the meaſure was good, uhy not 
Gifowls it freely and fairly? If bad, no declamation would 
alter, although for a moment, it might ſupport it. Perhaps 
ſome Gentlemen might think that, although the meaſure - « 
might contain ſome proviſions which ought not to be aſſented 
to, yet that it ought to go into a committee that the defects 

might there be remedied: but he was of opinion that he had 
objections to urge againſt the general (pant of the meaſure, 
which no committee could remove. 

le gave notice laſt ſeſſion of parliament! 9016 he ſhould 
early in this move for the repeal of the aſſeſſed taxes bill; 
but from the information he received from'the miniſter hitn= 

ſelf he ſound that to be pnneceſſary, ſince he was himfelf 

about to repeal that bill, and which indeed was propoſed to 
be done by the preſent meaſure; which meaſure; however, 
he ſhoul@ have oppoſed ſooner, but that he had been confined 
by tInels;” There; was one thing which he could not help 
ſaying, although it had not an immediate bearing, in his view 
ot the caſe, upon the preſent ſubject, yet it had in the view _ 
of the Tight hon. Gentleman: that Was, as the miniſter had 
, tated; there were many inſtances of the aſſeſſed taxes bill be- 
ing hams fully and ſcandalouſly evaded ; and he wondered 
that Pevels who had Hved under a free government bs 
& ave 
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dehave ſo diſhoneſtly, and come forward and ſwear to What 
was known to be falſe. . He knew many. ifiſtances of this 
Himfelf. This he lamented as much as he held it to be cri- 
minal ; for however he might oppoſe any meaſure while it 
Was in that Houſe, and that he had a right to do, nay, it was 
his duty to do ſo, if he thought it a wrong meaſure; yet after 
it had received the ſandion of the legillature, he.confidered 
Himſelf in conſcience, as well as in duty, bound to obey it; 
2 contrary doctrine tended to deſtroy all notions of obedience 
to law, and he ſaw no difference between defrauding the 
public of its property, and defrauding an individual, except 
that in the one caſe he was liable to ws tranſported, and in 
the other he was only liable to a penalty. This doctfine he 
was convinced of, and he did not eſteem it the leſs from hav- 
ing heard it maintained by a worthy man, the late Mr. John 
Lee. The evaſion to which he alluded was the more glaring, 
as it was practiſed by thoſe who pretended to be reagy to give 
their laſt guinea for the ſupport of the war; but when they 
came to be tried, fo far were they from being willing to give 
the laſt guinea, that they did not with to give the firſt, 
But now, to come to the meaſure before the Houſe—if the 
right hon. Gentleman could ſatisfy him (and he hoped he 
was not very difficult to be ſatisfied) that this meaſure would 
be attended with none of the inconveniences he was pol 
to ſtate, he would certainly give him his vote ; for he had nb 
kxed hatred againſt the Chancellor of the Exchequer, nor had 
he any piſtol in his pocket to ſhoot the Miniſter—a fate that 
Was fai to have befallen another great man lately in another 
part of the world, for attempting to raiſe a contribution 
// I era 
The firſt objection he had to urge againſt the meafure was, 
that it would cauſe a general diſcloſure of property. It was 
ijndeed ſaid, that the ſtate of each individual's property ſhould 
de kept a ſecret : but how was this ſecreſy to be kept up? 
Did not every man give bis anſwer to the tax-gatherer atgthe 
door? Any perſon in the village in which a man lived might 
know the ſtate of his property. How was this money col- 
lected? By the common tax collector. Was it not childiſh . 
to ſay that any ſecreſy could accompatiy ſuch a proceeding ? . 
Secreſy, in ſuch a caſe, was abſolutely impoſſible. He was 
not able to ſay how ſuch a meaſure as this would affect mer- 
. Chants and manufacturers: they muſt judge for themſelves, 
but it appeared to him to be a meaſure that would ſubject 
. them to monſtrous inconveniences. In ſome caſes ſpecula- _ 
| heh ig tion 
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tien wag not en but conſtituted part of the wealthy 
or rather Was . mean w hereby a man N wealth in 
certain fitwations In dommerce. He Heal; thought 1 5 this 
weaſure Would affect a number of N in this reſpe: by 
| Ir:would affect the credit of many men. er er 
merchafit paid ten per cent. on 64. and 
de lived in a very tplendid'Riile, he owned that hy "Thou 1; n 
like a bill of fuck a man for a large fury of thong? , becauſe 
he knew that fo, Obo. a year wou d not ſupport ety, gre 
ſplendour, "and the 5 75 would have no means of con- 
- eealing'this ; nothing was more eaſy than for any ohe to 
know it.— Again, to take tlie caſe of a private gentleman : : 
Was the Houle totally unacqualnted with the caſe of Tome 
fletwigh of y, who, in the early part, of theis lives, 
2 been imprudent, and had brought ſome incumbtagees 
upon their eſtates? Would ſuch perſons like that thelÞ things 
ſhould ve diſeioſed? And yet ſuch muſt be the dale un 
the provifions of this bill. Maty individuals might have ex- 
Ration? from rich relations which expetitatio 8 be all 
diſappointed, when the Feen perſon Ade to fee the impru- 
dence of the 'objeR of his intended bounty ; for rich perlons, 
in general, were very averſe to the idea of leavir 998 pro- 
perty $5 any but thoſe whom they thought would'tz tak & great 
_ Care Mn. 
His learned Frlend had laid, that the office of the perſon 
bo was to make the enquiry into the income, was a te- 
TR office, and that he might as well have called the 
ttorney and Solicitor General Tpics, as call His perſon a 
ſpy; - for his part, he expected his learned Friend, 1 Soll- | 
citor General, to get up with great warmth, at being com- 
pared to fuch A Character as bhe of theſe ſurveyors, as they 
we called; for, by this the learned Solicitot Was made. 16. 
appear, as if he was one of the moſt contem tible 1 men in the 
ngdom. But what ſimilarit) was hoe, in point of fact, 
between the Solicitor General and one df theſe Tpies—what 
did the Solicitor General Know of the property of any ldi 


__ vidual? His office was above any ſuch Sontemptible eng quiry. 


He cauſed men to be brought to juſtice who had miſcon- 
duced themſelves, And his office was an honourable ohe; he 
was leck to ſay theſe things, decauſe the office of theſe inform 
ers Had been treated with too much dignity thatinight.. He 
knew haw me cafe ſtood already, if regard 4 l £7 who 
are employed wee Government to examine into p 1 9 for- 
. wnes: ey ed "Ha TOO by 165 how * 
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. een [Counons 
far people are accurate in the payment of the taxes, and 
1 Leg they are fairly aſleſſed, or not. Theſe perſons go 
round at random, and ſurcharge, without caring what they 
do. The miſchief of this was in many caſes monſtrous; for 
© Inſtance, he himſelf lived x60 miles from London; ſuppoſe, 
While he was in the country, he was unfairly ſurcharged in 
London; he. ſhould have no remedy, but by appeal before 
the commiſſioners in London; the expence. of his coming to 
town to obtain redreſs, would amount to more than the = 
he was overcharged, and thus he muſt ſubmit to be cheated, - 
for he had no adequate remedy. for the evil. If this bill 
ever went into a committee (which he hoped it would. not) 
he ſhould have to, propoſe a clauſe, to remedy the evil of 
which he had been ſpeaking, and to give coſts to any party 
who ſhall be ſurcharged ey, CC 
Another objection he had to this meaſure was of a Conſti- 
tutional nature. The genius of the Conſtitution of England 
Vous, that a man's property. is ſacred. It was. upon the 
| ſtrength of that principle that every man's houſe was called 
his caſtle in this country: It was from that principle that the 
| Exciſe laws had always been held ſo odious.in England, If 
| exciſe laws were. odious in this. country, what was to be 
| thought of the bill now before the Houſe ? An exciſeman 
| . _- cametoa man's dwelling to ſee whether he had taken into, 


Mm or ſent out of his houſe, ſome particular articles, without 
| 2 previouſly paid a given ſum to the revenue; but here 
1. a ſpy comes, not only into the houſe, but opens the cabinet or 
| bureau of every man, and becomes acquainted with all his 
moſt ſecret concerns. A man muſt ſhew to this ſpy his 
notes, his bonds, and all his ſecurities. — This was monſtrous, - 
but the miniſter ſeemed to take this as if there was to be a2 
remedy for it; if there was, he ſhould try to find it; at pre- 
ſent he knew of none. He knew it would be ſaid; “ There 
was ng occaſion to diſcloſe, unleſs the party liked it;“ but 
it was 5 that the commiſſioners, if a man did not diſ- 
cloſe to their ſatisfaction, had power to charge him what 
they think right; and by the proceedings of à court of juſtice, 
if a man was called upon to produce his books, and did not 
produce them, every preſumption was to be againſt him; ſo. 
1. would be in this cale, becauſe it couſd not be otherwiſe. 
le knew that a tax on incpme had the appearance, upon 
u glance at it, of being an equal tax; but to try this for a 
moment, he would aſk, what ſort of equality there was be- 
teen ten per cent, upon income merely, and ten per cent. 
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vpon that ingene which is the produce pf acapital?' For in- 
ſttance, leg us Tappoſe a gentleman of 60001 a year with two 
daughters; and that the eſtate gots away at his death to fome f 
other branch in favour of maſe iſſue; what does ſuch a man 
do? he ſaves as much money as he can to provide for his 
daughters at his death. New ſuppoſe another perſon of the . 
ſame income exactly, but whole eſtate devolves upon his” ; 
.children, what is the * with him ? why, he may enjoy the | 
whole of his eſtate during his own'life, and yet leave his chil: 
dren better provided than the other who ſaves half his in- 
come for his life, and yet theſe two perſons being of the ſame 
income muſt "Pay". the fame money 2225 this bill, VIZ. 1 5 
a year each. 
There was cer weck of property which was 1 
culiar nature, he meant that which belonged to church 
bliſhment, and whatever he might wiſh tö be ſettled, if we 
had to begin again, he could, from his conſcjence declare, he 
| hoped in God, he- ſhould not with to live to fee any alteration 
made in the church. He was a friend to a church eſtäbliſh- 
ment; he was of opinion that the elergy were very ſervice- 
able to every community where they were Known, for the 
inſtructed he maſs of the people in their duty. He 750 00 
aſk any man, whether any 47 0 having a thouſand a year „ 
the church, ought to pay the ſame ſum as a perſon of a thou- 
ſand a year landed property? Beſides this, he objected to the 
ſcale of duty. It Was aid,” that men may reduce their os 
pences, in order to enable them. to pay this impoſt. A gen 
tleman of only 1000l. a year Cannot feduce. He then read X 
ſome calculations that were made by very able calculators, to 
ſhew the monſtrous” inequality of che ſcale, as it now ſtood 
in the bill; which, however; might be amended in the com- 
mitte, And the miſter was welcome to theſe calculations, if” | 
he thought they would be of uſe to him. He then proceeded . *'Þ 
to ſtate" ſome more general objections to this meaſure. He C 
conſidered a tax upon income as a tax upon induſtry, and | 
6 fuch as would make men unwilling to labour. They wovld - | 
argue with themſelves thus: why ſhould we labour when 1 
govertiment runs away with the effect of it? This was the 
Fer objection that had always been taken to tythes, and as ; | 
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r as it went it Was certainly unanſwerable. From this one 
point, if there were none other againſt it, he was perſuaded 
that this bill would become very unpopular. He did not 
wiſn to ſay much upon this bill now, becauſe if it vent into 
a nominee * r would occur to ſay mo . 
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— like 2: republic, and I deteſt jt. 
- bliſhmeat, and I revere it. Theſe works, however, I read 
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but 5 did pgs ſee wby the ſhould have ſaid leſs than he did; 
for he really thought the meaſure extremely dangerous, rs , 
much as it would. check the vigour and energy of the mer- 
chant and manufacturer. There was an auihor whe had made 


y | a noiſe in the world (Mr. Paine,) Who was proſecuted * 


his book, part of which was brought into his mind by 


ba bill. before the Houſe.” Hs quoted that-author,the more 


as he differed from him. in the outline of his work, 

and pr Ber wich was the lefs partial to any thing be wrote, 
70 oe differ a little,” ſaid Mr. Taylor, . for he happens to 
He deſpiſes/a church eſta- 


by way of obtaining negative inſtruction. They ſhew me 


bat L am to, avoid.“ Here he read a paſſage from Mr. 


Paine's publication; the ſubſtance of which is, that governr 


ment always takes to themſelves all the produce of the in- 


duſtry of [the people, under the head of teyegue, Ne. He 
aid that this ble reminded him of that paſſage. He obſerved 


_ that if this bill was ſuppoſed to affect chiefly the rich gentle- 
men in the country, it was a miſtake. It hurt not the rich 


an, it only made him retire from his former ſituation of 
lendour; and who ſuffered ?——not him; but hundreds of the 


induſtrious people who were employed and paid for theic 


ouble in attending upon or work ing for that ſplendour. 


= far would be a tax that Was to be Re generally 
by all claſſes of people in the community. There was one 
thing more which he - muſt beg leave to obſerve in anſwer to 


þis learned friend who. had preceded him in this debate. Tt t 
ad been ſtated as if his — friend (Mr. Tiærney) had ſaid 


| tbat corporations and church lands ſhouid be lajd hold of for 
the ſtate. His hon. friend had ſaid no ſuch thing. He had 


ſaid that if any property was to be made à ſaerifice, that 
might be ſacrificed with the reſt; but that he hoped none 


would be ſacrificed. 'He ſhould be glad to hear his honourable 


friend explain that matter. He concluded with obſerving 


that he had taken up more of the time of the Houſe than per · 


© 68 tions which. had been urged with much e 


haps he ought, but he was elled ta ſay 2 8080 40 he did 
4 22 he felt them. 1 1 N 


The Solicitor General began, by obſarvia on to objec⸗ "ks 
pron inſt e 


financial meaſure now under conſideration: of the ne Houſe. 


The -firſþ,; that it argued a. derelition of the principle laid 


dan by-his right hon, Friend laſt year, in bringing forward 


"NS dune! the aſſeſſed taxes, e 40 him to aa 
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_  feQly grauinidjeſs; for the preſent plan was evidently a modi- 
__ __ © - catjonofithe former one; its operation was to have the ſame 
object in view; namely, to impoſe contributions on the peo- 
| ple in proportion to their means; the crĩterĩon adopted laſt 
eur fot alcertaining theſe means, though an excellent one in 
he conception, turned out in the practice not to be ſo accu 
rate as was at firſt expected; becauſe a conſiderable number 
of perſons availed themſelves of certain proviſions in the bill, 
by which they in a great meaſure, or perhaps altogether, 
evaded paying their quota of the tax more effectually to 
N fruſtrate for the fyture ſuch attempts at evaſion, was the prin- | 
_ cipal object of whatever change there might appear between | 
the plan of laſt year, and that now ſubmitted to the Houſe. 
They both aimed at raiſing a certain portion af the ſupplies 
within the year; and now, it is more particularly deſired fo 
to frame the bill; as to make its proviſions affect as equally as 
ffible all claſſes of the community. An hon. Baronet (Sir 
John Sinclair) inſiſted much upon the propriety of adhering 
to (what he ſtyled the old ſyſtem), that of railing the ſupplies 
through the medium of the funding ſyſtem, or by loan. This 
mode was ſurely of no old ſtanding; nor was it one wholly 
free from inconveniences and objections; it has even been 
Carried farther than perhaps prudence or a cautious regard to 
the credit of the country ſhould have permitted. It would 
| _ likewiſeappear more expedient, as well as more juſt, toraiſe 
2 certain proportion of the ſupplies within the year, than to 
+ - derive the whole from a loan, and thus throw ſo large 46 = | | 
tion of the burthen upon the ſhoulders of our poſterity, The = 
general principle of the plan of laſt year Was, that every claſs | 
| 


ſhould contribute to the fupplies of the year a certain pro- 
portion of its means; and certain taxes were therefore im- 
pPoſed upon expenditure with a view to diſcover the amount 
of theſe means, and to call for actenth part of them. In 
like manner this year a tenth part of the individual's income 
is required; but not till ĩt amounts to, or excceds the ſum of 
dio hundted ds. Where a greater proportion than a 
dent ſeemed to he required, the bill of laſt year contained a 
pProviſion affording relief in ſuch caſes; and in the preſent 
5 bill there was a ſimilar proviſion. Though a great number 
5 of perſuns evinced much liberality laſt year, in voluntarily 
paying even more than their aſſeſſment would amount to; yet 
others were far from imitating that liberality, but on the con- 
trary had recourſe to improper and ſhameful ways in order 
o avold paying their jult proportion. This naturally ns 1 
e el ** e * 0 3 | the 
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the change now p 


ſed; and other means liable to leſs in- 


conveniences. are now propoſed to be adopted, that: Will aſ- 
certain, with as much exactneſs as circumſtances will admit, 


the ability of every individual to contribute towards the preſ- 


fing exigencies of the ſtate. The preſent bill, therefore, 
adopts and purſues nearly the ſame means of execution as 
_ that of laſt year. As to the calculations made by an hon. 
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Gentleman (Mr. M. A. Taylor) reſpecting the gradation or 


ſcale of income, they wholly reſt upon a miſtaken notion: 


and indeed the prineiple of laſt year's plan was ack nom ledged 


to be a good principle of taxation; nor would that of he 


preſent, if duly conſidered; be found to be leſs ſo. But it is 


a tax upon income agreed; and is not the land tax, are not 
the poor rates, are not the expences incurred for bridges, &c. 


alſo taxes upon income? Are theſe, however, complained of 


as unconſtitutionalꝰ A tax upon capital would be liable to 


inequality; ſuch a tax Was propoled in the beginning of the 


reign of Queen Anne; ĩt was then obje&ed to as now, though - 
it was not objected to as unconſtitutional ; nothing at leaſt 


appears from the debates, or the hiſtory of that period, to 
prove that ſuch was the ground of objection- The tak on 


capital was, however, abandoned as ineffectual; but that no 
income was conſidered as effectual. For the land tax, & c. &c. 


as he had obſerved before, were in reality taxes upon in- 


be eaſily proved from a variety of caſes; for its value de- 
pended entirely on the mode of employing it, than which no- 


thing was more various, eſpecially in trade. But there was 


no plan to which objections might not be raĩſed: to tax, and 
to be popular, was impoſſible; the unpopularity of the mea- 


ſure, which, however, he did not believe, was no argument 


againſt its being a good one; but the queſſ ion now was to hit-- 
upon one to which the leaſt. number of objections could be 


urged. In his opinion, this was a tax upon income. It 
would not act as a double tax, as taxes on conſumption were 
known to do When many commodities were liable to ſub- 
ſequent taxation ; beſides, a tax upon expenditure, in every: | 
calculation, would be found harder. than that upon income, 


It was not voluntary, as ſome gentlemen would oontend, for 


certain articles of conſumption could not be diſpenſed with, 
unleſs the middling claſſes were to let down their rank in 0 
and deprive themſelves of the comforts they had been uſed to 
enjoy; therefore a tax on expenditure would fall nee, 15 
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The propoſed mode of executing theggeaſure is likewiſe 


loudly reprobated g; but is not this mode fable to alteration ? 
May not co and diſpaſſionate deliberation tend: conſider- 


ably to amend it? Fault is alſo found withi the perſons to be 
appointed as commiſſioners. But was every pariſh to affemble 
and chooſe their commiſſioners; whom could they well chooſe 
but the very perſons whom the bill propoſes as the fitteſt ob- 
jects of their choice? But it is ſaid the people cannot bear 


it 3 this aſſertion ſeems to be equally unfounded. The fame 


OO was ſaid of the meaſures of laſt year, 25 experience has fully 


proved the contrary ;; for many perſons are known to have 


come forward and chearfully paid not only a tenth, but even 
a larger proportion of their property. Therefore thoſe who 


laſt year paid more than their due aſſeſſment would amount 


to, muſt find a relief in the meaſure now propoſed; many in- 


deed eſcaped who ought to have paid more: but this is the de- 


flect which it is now thought expedient to remedy, and look - 


ing upon the bill in that light, it ſhould have his ſincere ſup- 
Pet it porous, 65 Koei tt ry h bs ©, es bo ok 
Sir William Young profeſſed himſelf a warm friend to the 
bill. Its object was to raiſe a certain proportion of the ſup- 


palies within the year, which were neceſſary for carrying on 


e arduous conteſt in which we were now engaged; and as 
the iſſue of that conteſt would equally affect all claſſes of the 


community, it Was his opinion, that _ claſs ſhould con- 
tribute to the means of rendering that iſſue honourable and 


ſucceſsful. He did not like to hear ſuch frequent diſtinctions 
drawn; between the different elaſſes that compoſed ſociety ; 
for the principle of ſociety'in this country made it run into 


ſuch a chain, that it was difficult to diſcriminate between the 


different links, and it was hard to ſay where one claſs ended, 


and where another begun. No good, in his opinion, could 
reſult from attempting to draw ſuch lines of :demarcation. 


It. was enough that our real rights and privileges were pro- 


tecled; he meant thoſe that aroſe from the exertion of abi- 


lities, and to this there was no government which afforded a 
more marked protection chan our own, or which ſo power- 


wo fully aided the ſubject in accompliſhing the object of- his pur- 


* N. Ws 44:1 
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The menſure now i propoſed; he looked upon as one that 


would, at the preſent moment, add conſiderable ſtrength 


$0 
Government, and he was befides very unfriendly to the 05 
tem of railing the whole of the ſupplies by loan, as it tended 
to encreaſe the difficulty of borrowing money, by raiſing 5 
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| Intereſt on it to ſuch a degree as muſt altet the legal Inte- 


ſome other mode of raiſing the ks EP As to inducing 


— 


reſt, of the country. It was therefore expedient to adopt 


perſons to emigrate, chere was reaſon for believing, that 


wherever they may be, whether in Canada, America, or the 


Welt Indies, the amount of their property may be aſeer- 


tained, and they may conſequently be made liable to taxa- 
tion; nor could he here omit taking an Fern; of ex- 


preſſing his gratitude for the vigilance of Government, eſpe- 
cially in the Weſt Indies, where there now -prevailed the 
moſt profound tranquillity, and a degree of proſperity even 
beyond that which was enjoyed before the war. Much had 


been ſaid about the inquiſitorial power with which this bill 


would arm miniſters ; tor his part he could ſee no reafon for 
that invidious language; an inquiry muſt be made, otherwiſe 
you favour the profligate while you oppreſs the well minded; 
nor ſhould this enquiry be ſuppoſed to hurt the feelings or 

the credit of individuals; for by whom is it to be made, but 

by thoſe who live in habits of .intimacy with us, and who are 

already acquainted with the amount and the refources of our 
Property. If any thing indeed were to be feared from the 
propoſed commiſhoners, it would bg rather that they wrong” 
the ſtate by favouring, than by wronging. individuals. In- 


deed, without enquiry, there can be inſtituted no compariſon 


of property, and. without this compariſon, how would it be 


poſlible to raiſe contribitions upon an equitable plan: upon 
the whole the plan appeared to him to be the moſt unexeep- _ 


Gonable that could be deviſed. The exigencies of the ſtate, 


made it neceſſary, and nothing ſhould be refuſed that could 


dend to bring the war to what every one wiſhed, an honour- 
able and happy termination. en 


Mr. Elliſan could not help ex preſſing his ſurpriſe at having 
heard it mentioned, that we ſhould difmiſs French principles 
from our recollection, and not introduce them as the reaſon 
of our adopting any parliamentary meaſure. The moſt elo- 


quent tongue of man, nay, the 8 of an angel. could not 


prevail. upon him ever to diſmiſs from his heart or mind the 
miſchievous effects of French principles. Were it not for 


French principles would the Houſe be now 3 upon a 
1 8 the preſent? Their couſtituents had ſe 


theſe melancholy effects, and to them they had attributed 


many reſolutions to which the Houſe had paſſed with reluc- 
tance. The. preſent parliament had been called a liberticide 
parliament; but it was their praiſe to have laboured to pre- 


ferve 


en and «© 


— 


way by acknowledging they had been in the w 0 | 
ters, ſhould have his, moſt cordial thanks and ſupport. They 


e W 
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mee, real ag ſecure liberty for better times, a; bope which 
9900 real 7 have been Aae but, for the — 7% 
paillament; andthe vigilance and energy of miniſters. The 
plan now; propoſed was nearly, the ſame as that which he had 
this, honour 91 ſuggeſting laſt 51 it might be liable to ſome. 
ö e inequality of its operation ; 


objeQions, with regard to t 
but that might be removed, and the plan brought as nearly: 


1 een its readig 
nels 


to adopt the principle of the plan, as the ſureſt means o 
baffling the ſuns of the enemy, and finally ſecuring all the 
properiy of the, kingdom. It was alſo obje ed, that this was 


29 innovation 3;.this to him appeared an unhappy; charge 


apqgin{t miniſters; It was ſaid we ſhould adhere to the fund- * 
ing en; this obſervation was equally unhappy; The 
tynding ſyſtem has been the cauſe of much evil to the country. 
Iz was a trite, but a true ſaying, it is. better ta mend late than 
ever; miniſtets were conſcious of this, and they began to 
the funding ſyſtem, and they thus got in the right 
rong. Miniſ⸗ 


had encountered uncommon dangers, but they had met them 
with uncommon fortitude ;. they advanced half way to meet 
them, and they had thus gained the vantage ground. He 


was glad they did not put off till tomorrow what they might 
have done to-day.--He was alſo happy to ſee that the loweſt 


_ clalles in the kingdom felt they were Engliſhmen, and that 


'. a'fal 


the loweſt and meaneſt man in the country was 8 to pay 
a 


vage for the ſecurity he enjoyed. Even the day labourer 
was called upon, and readily took up arms forthe-general de- 


fence. Seeing the general prevalence of this | generous and 


gallant ſpirit, he thought now was the time, by adopting the 
meafure under contemplation, to give full vigour to his Ma- 


* 


jeſty's arms, and enable miniſters to avail themſelves of the 


1 


high e e the nation now ſtood, that they 


u 
might effectualſy fruſtrate the perhdious deſigns of the enemy 


_ and produce a ſafe and honoujable. peace. In the preſent 


plan there were many things which might eaſily be Terright ; 


there ſhould; therefore, be no delay in going into the com- 


- 


; NG ſure might be à hard one, but the ſtate of the country called 
for it; it ſhould therefore be enacted as the law of the land., 
J 0351S IO 4000S OS ON 


mittee on the bill, where all might put their ſhoulders to the 


buſineſs, and remove the inconveniences that were faid ta clog 
it. We ere all here the repreſentatives of the people; and 
appointed to watch-over their intereſts: The {preſent mea- 
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and not call it, or aſſent to it, as the inſolent act of any m 
niſter. 1 n nen None 


Sir Francis Baring did not riſe to oppoſe the object of the 
dill—it called for the ſupplies Which the exigences of the ſtate _ 
| - made it neceſſary to raiſe within the year, and to this he would 
3 not object; neither did he object to a ſimilat plan propoſed 
1 laſt year, and this conduct he was induced to adopt, not merely 
at 10 provide for our temporary ſafety, but more particularly. 
| for the permanent preſervation of our finances. He was not, 
however, without his objections to ſeveral Lee of the plan; 
it was as liable to evaſion, and even more ſo; than that of laſt 
Fear. He eſpecially obſerved the tenor of the bill with re- 
| - ſpect to commercial objects, and there he was convinced it 


would be evaded, and frauds committed beyond any thing it 
Was poſſible to conceive.” A learned gentleman (the Solicitor- 
General) had made ſome diſtinction between a tax upon in- 
come and a tax upon capital. With regard to that on in- 
| come, he ſeemed to think there could be no evaſion ; in ſome 
[ meaſure the learned Gentleman might be right; but with 
regard to trade, he moſt certainly was in the wrong, for in 
| | commerce the bill would be liable to evaſions and frauds with- 
1 out end: there would be many who would try to evade, and 
: | thoſe who could, moſt probably would. A man may have a 
1 large income in trade, yet his property cannot be aſcertained; 
. even could it be come at, there are occafions where it ſhould | 
not be touehed. There was nothing that ſhould have a 
[ ſtronger claim on the protection of government, than creative 
|  _— - talentsin 3 purſuits; here exertion ſhould be anxi- 
In! ouſly foſtered.” Where induſtry is engaged in accumulating 
. 38383 ſhould be encouraged, not cramped or Aifoirited? 
1 The induſtrious and enterpriſing ſhould be protected; at · leaſt 
1 he ſhould not be moleſted while engaged in producing a capi- 
18 __. tal—when it is produced, let it then be taxed ; but while he 
ti - is engaged in the purſuit, no ſurveyor, no inſpector ſhould 
pry into his affairs; but when he creates à capital, then it 
may be liable to taxation. Again, it is ſaid to be provided 
in the bill, that when a merchant is examined upon oath, he 
a 1s not to be obliged to produce his books; If, however, he is 
5 ſurcharged, can he avoid paying the ſurcharge unleſs he pro- 
7}, 488% duces his books? Indeed, if the merchant᷑ is diſpoſed to con- 
bo. |  ceal his property, the commiſſioners might puzzle themſelves 
for fix months, nay for twelve, and ſtill not he able to come 
155 at his income. In every mercantile account br operation, 
hen there is queſtion of vloſing it, it generally receives th 
N ; CIAL, 9 9 8 Ca, W., touch 4p 
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touch of the difſeRing hand of the maſter. - Some portion is 
e Opera- 


tion of this bill, the diſſecting hand of the maſter will not 
appear at all there will be nothing carried to profit, and this 
may prove of ſerious conſequenee But the manufacturing 
and trading part of the community will be able to evade the 
bill ſtill more effectually: as their property is generally in 
ſtock, the manufacturers, &. will be induced to undervalue 
it, and thus avoid the tax altogether. From what had paſſed 
at the Bank- yeſterday; he was induced to put the following 
queſtion: Are dividends liable to be taxed, or only the profits 
upon dividends? What then, in either caſe, is to become of 
the profits of corporate bodies? Indeed the difficulty in theſe 
caſes amounts to an impoſlibility... The idea of this meaſure 
ſeems to have been borrowed from the Dutehl. But to Hol- 
landit. might occaſion no injury; the diſpoſitian of the Dutch 
is fat different from that of the people of this country; there 
the meaſure was not accompanied With an oath. Here, he 
was ſorry to ſay, that a merchant, from the nature of his bu- 
ſineſs, was often obliged to take more oaths in a week, than 
a Dutchman ever took in the whole courſe of his life. He 
did not ſay this by way ef throwing any reflection upon the 


morality and iutegrity of our merchants, but merely to ſhew 


augur ill for its ſucceſs. 


the many difficulties to which; they were expoſed. Theſe 
were the. grounds which made him diſlike ie meaſure, and 


* 


N ns 1er 
Mr. Muliam Smith began by complaining of the indecent 
Precipitation with which the miniſter ſeemed to hurry a mea- 
ſure of ſuch importance through the Houſe. Only four or 


Aye days were to be allotted tothe diſcuſſion of a ſubject in its 


nature ſo intricate aud multifarjous-;- but this was the leaſt 
of his ohjectiong : Were it the object of the meaſure merely 
to raiſe ten millions within the year, as far as that was its 


object he waz ready to agree to it with his hon. Friend, the 


worthy, Baronet, Sir Francis Bating. His objections did not 


lie againſt the um ; on the contrary; it had ſo ſar his appro- 


bation, and ſo far he thought it a Wiſe plan. Thus, if a bill 
was brought into parliament for making all men wiſe and 


good, no perſon, he belieyed, would object to the principle of 

it, but if it was provided in the bill to hang every man whom 
a ſutveyor ſhould, pleaſe to think a knave, then it would be 

(regarded as abſurd and impracticable, as hanging every fifth 
man in order to render all men wiſe and good. Bnt it is aſ- 


 Jerted, that the principle of Nan ſame as, that of the 


aſſeſſed 


— 
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aſſeſſed taxes laſt year; as far wit pots te raile' a certtin por- 
tion of the ſupplies within the year, undoubteclly the principle | 
Is the ſame; as it relates; however to' the enten by which 
the- means of contributing are to be uſcertäined it 8 
widely from that of laſt year; che eriterton ehabn 
year was a voluntary erterlon; a man might think himfelf 
able to ſpend a certain ſum of mbney, buChis'expenditare 
Vas at his option; but his income cannot b ſaſd to be à volun- 
tary criterion ; over it he has no control. = hof. Gentle- 
man has ſaid we ſhould all put a hand to dhe 
the bill from all its inconveniences 7 but he would aſk that 
hon. Gentleman whether, if he 'thouphr'the bin unconſtitu- 
 H6nal; unſuſt, oppreſſive and cruel; he might alſo add ffhdu- 
Tent, would he then aſſiſt in foreing it on the Houſe und the 
nation? Such as his opinion” df the bir; he cobid not 
_ therefore put a hand to the ploughi ' He wend dude afk e 
ſupporters of the bill; upon what pr principle” of "polificaFees< - 
hey protioutite that tneaſure'to be wiſe; Mheſ, 
Ho and juſt, which'wbuld impoſe an equaP tar upon A 
lence and induſtry? But this the preſent bl goes direMy 
to do; if the contrary could be proved, His rt" and prinei- 
il 6djeQion to the Gaben ee be done Ay; if not, the 
objeQion to him was inſuperable. One may, for hiſtance, 
AA Tiras a dividend from the funds of 500l. per annum, 
hy whole of which he has acquired by the Exertiotis of is 
| induſtry ; while another enj tn * ſame fiim withdut its ever 
having coſt him afiy labour. "Tfis bir WHT affefs both e =o 
Is not then induſtry ecnfeunded with indoſence'?” for'h 25 
quiry is made how Mat furt has been proctired. It — 
| ke whether the one be not a farmer, who has tarnt it by the 
four t of his brow ;; or whether the other ma) tier be u inefe 


6ugh, and free 8 


e, who 16ads the earth with an uſelels Incumibiance. 


One man may have Fool. part in the three per cents. or part 
in an annuity on ue bills, while ansther poſſeſſes a 
miar fum, the Whole in wen pr rty: he Who! poſſeſſes 
Ws land, may ſell it at e vy ſe; white ie Relder 
e to \ 


f the”: aninuity muy be 10 at önly three years pur 
| Chaser no differenee, however, is to be made between the two 


f cales. * at are liable” to the fame” afeſſinent—hat Pas 


_ 

* grant in 

rule? fore, that the Höufe would to 
ſome Ty a fir in Wi par of the bill, and 


not da ay peri ir the drone and the "bee," the rich andthe 
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jo of rug, oppreſſive, and inſliſexĩiminating tax. Ihe 
. 4 inicoity of _ this meaſure would appear, perhaps, mort 
" « Rtrongly to the Houſe, when ſhewn ib the-words, of an able 


writer, whoſe” name he had the honouc;to bear; for the au- 
thority of that author would doubtleſs have more weight, and 
was better known than his (Mr. Smith;s) ſpeeches, The 
_ | opinion.of that celebrated writer, Mr. Adam Smith, would, 
he truſted, bear him out in his firſt aſſettion, and he wauld 
3 the careful. peruſal of him to every member of 
the Hduſe before they gave their aſſent to the preſent mea- 
ſute. With reſpect to the objection I have urged, this vj- 
luable writer ſays: “ Capitation Taxes, if it is attempted ö 
to proportion them to the fortune or revenue af each contri- 
butot; become altogether arbitrary. The ſtate of a man's 
fortune varies from day to day, and without an inguſſeuion 
more intolerable than any tax, and rene wed at leaſt once every 
year, can only be gueſſed at his aſſeſſments therefore muſt, in 
- moſt caſes, depend upon the good or bad humour of his Aſſe ſſors, 
and muſt therefore be altogether arbitrary and uncertain. 3 
This is his decided opinion throughout the whole.” The | 
next odject he would touch upon are the profitscatifing from 7B 
_ agriculture and trade, and this is evidently an object not di- 
rectly taxable. The. ſame author adduces a variety of rea- | 
ſons Why it ſtiould not be taxed directly for this profit, he 
irn . [[ 
4 Is the compenſation, and in moſt caſes it is no more 
than a very moderate compenſation, for the tiſk and trouble 
gf employing the ſtock. Ibe employer muſt have this com- 
penſt ian ther w iſe he cannot, conſiſtenuy with his own in- 
tereſt, continue the employment. 
Here therefore is induſtry to be recompenſed, and not 
dofounded with indolencc.— The author next proceeds to 
ew, mit Elin ee ee neee e ac. 
the quantity and value of the land whichiariy man poſ- 
ſeſſes can neuer be a ſecret, and can always be aſcertained 
with great exactneſs. But the vrhole amount of the capital 
ſtock Which he poſſeſſes is almoſtcal ways a ſegret, and can 
ſcaree ever be aſcertained With talerable exactneſs. It is 
miableß beſides, i almoſt cuntinual vasiat ions. A year l- 
dm paſſes aa frequently hot a month} ſometimes ſcarce = 
IE a'ifioglenay;:in which-itzdoeshot/riſe-or fall, more or Jef. 
\  _ An mquiſuionintoeveryuman's pilvate cineumſtances, and an 
_  Sinquifuiod Which, in prder to acc οs mmodati the tax to them, 
_ avatthedover all the! fluctuations of. his fortune, would be: 2 
* & MLL. 6%, 54 


= .. TI LE * 
ine | ſource 
. , | * 


— -- 
0 


7 fource of ſuch continual \and-endleſs-vexation as no people 


— — * 


| 
| 


— PRO 
— 
— —— —— — 
* 


, 


* — 
* - — ] cw oe —_— =_ 
— . - - 


| 


| their credit and the miſcarriage of their projects, they foreſde, 


a ' . 
b : * , a RY, een 
1 ” N , | | 


4 _WOODFALUS PARLIAMENTARY: REPORTS. tee, 


d ſuppert. cr d Moy a0 to 4 ee 15 57 9. Wa 
Kugland, however, ſeems doomed: to-ſupport kee, 
he could; not well imagine that Englihmen would ramely 
ſubmoit 0 a ſyſtem of taxation that diſcouraged intluſtry, aud 
ſayoured indolence, and which put. a ſurveyor;oriaifpyyover = 
every man's preperty.: But it is ſaid here there is no nqui- 
ſitorial power becauſe you may make a declaratio -t hat; 
however, does this ain, nne 
ſame author ?—He ſays, bl +. IN es, | 
n al coontries 4 reit -inquiſition into the\kircuim- 

ſtanoes of ptivate perſons has been..Carefully avoĩded.· 
„At Hamburgh every inhabitant is obliged to pay the 
tate one-fourth per cent. of all that ſie poſſeſſes; and às the 
wealth of mne — 5 of | Hamburgh - conſiſts prinoipally in 
ſtock, this tax may be conſidered as-a tax upon Rock Every 
man aſſeſſes himſelf, and, in the preſence of the magiſtrate, 
puts annvally into the public coffer a certain ſum of money, 
which he declares upon bath io be one - fourth per cent. of all 
that he poſſoſſes, but without declaring hat t amounts to, 
or being liable to any examination upon that ſubirct.“ 85 
The diſcloſute of circumſtances, weiare alſo: eee not to 
be dreaded.+Yethear Adam Smith - 0 44% 


, Merchants engaged in the hazardous projects os wy = 


all tremble at the, thoughts. of being obliged at all times to 
expoſe. the rea} ſtate” of their circumſtances: The ruin of 


would too often be the conſequence. A fober and parſimo- 
nious people, Who are ſtrangers io all ſuch projects, du not 
feel that they have occaſion for any ſuch concealmemt. 1.117 
Perhaps the people of England are this ſober und parſi- 
monious people: yet they may ſeolt that they-have:occaſion 
for this concealment, and that they ſhould not have their pro. 
y, and the ſources from which it ariſes, expoſed to the 
—— caprice, or fancy of a Government ſurveyor—whe 
even from idle curiofity, might be tempted to enten a hanker 
3 merchant's houſe, and require to ĩnſpect his books. 
| Mr. Smitk next proceeded to ſhew-with what ſeverity and 
| eapricg a ſurveyor might attempt to haraſs/thoſe) whom. he 
m * ſuſpect to be ſome of the incorrigible Jacobins':/'the 
_ caſe was not impoſſible; on:thecontrary,' it was natural, the 
ſurveyors might oſten act fo; in order to court the favour of 
their employers; beſides, a furveyor might think ir his intereſt 
. a 3 * in ihe performanct of his 
k > Ia n g Be 


EIT) \ Dory en, „ 


Kalllng, ard make 400l. where at firſt he expected to get but 
_ 200l.—Againſt theſe vexations he could ſee no feeurity 4” for 
What Was to be depended on but the probity or religious - 
ſeruples of an inferior officer of the revenue. Mr. Smith, 


after reprobating many other abuſes to which the proviſions 


of the preſent bill migh e riſe, again ex preſſed his earneſt 
wich that a longer period than that of three or four days 
ſhould be allowed for its examination and diſeuſſion, that the 
people might enquire, and know to What a Ir they Were 
going to be ſubjefted. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas replied; and Mr. Smith eiplaiied. 
Mr. Martin ſaid, that hz thought the bill required modi- 
fication; and ſome great meaſure of finance was d 
neceſſary to ſupport this war, now become neceſſary. 
_ *Fhs Chancellor of the' Exchequer (aid, although convinced 
that never was there a ſubject of greater importance in all-its 
aſpects and in all its conſequences, agitated within theſe 
walls, L. ſhould not have thought it incumbent upon me, in 


the preſent ſtage of the-buſmeſs, to have troubled you with | 


any obſervations, : were there not ſome points which have 
been touched upon to-night, which L am deſirous, as ſoon as 
ſible, to place in their proper ors of 'view. What has 


n urged by ſome 1 who ſpoke in the courſe of 
the debate, while it could not be conſidered fairly as argu. 


ment, was directed in ſuch a manner againſt the — 
ſs of the meaſure, Was ſo calculated to excite N 
and to beget miſconception, that it demands ſome degree of 


notice. It is a ſatis faction to me to find that the propriety of 


raiſing a certain part of the ſuꝑplies within the year has in 
general been conceded. If we can judge from what has ap- 
peared to-night, there is nobody in the Houſe, except the 
hon. Baronet who opened the debate, who is diſpoſed to con- 
teſt the principle... I am thus relieved from the neceſſity of 


detaining the Houſe with any argument upon that ſudjeck, or 


ſaying any thing in reply to one ſolitary antagoniſt by whom 
dhe principle was denied. Whatever authority may belong 
to that individual member, and no man has more, the wor+ 
thy Baronet' 'himſelf ſeemed to reſt entirely upon that autho- 


3 as he did not add a ſingle argument in ſupport of his 
poſition. The Houſe then will no doubt be willing to diſ- 


aſe with any argument upon this branch of the queſtion. 


na 


 conlideration of the ſubje& with liberal profeſſions of appro- 


dation, and a firm conviaion of the OPT: of great and 


ad”; EH at r 
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here were {ſome others, however, who entering upon the 
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extraordinary exertion in the cauſe in Which we are,ecnga x 
admitting the benefits which might be deriyed both in preſent 
vigor and pogmanent reſources from. the plan of raifing'a 
part of the ſupplies within the, year, yet thought: 


fails, pot after weighing. maturely the regulations by which 
this, great principle is to be carried into execution and fol- 
lowed up with effect, not after long and ſincere endeavours tp 
| remedy what was defective, and to improve what ah Wrong, 
reluctantly felt themſelves compelled to diſmiſs the meaſure 


as impraCticable to the end propoſed, 12 in the firſt inſtance, 


haſtily,-peremptorily and. impatiently- have expreſſed a deter- 
mination to {ſhut the door againſt all improvement, and to op- 
poſe all farther deliberation. Although agreeing in the prin- 
 Ciple, and aware as they mult be that a meaſure of ſuch mag- 
nitude and importance mult depend much upon the arrange- 
ment of details, and the regulation of proviſſans, they ſeem 
reſolved to check all attempt to bring theſe. points a ln into 
cConſidęration. Confeſſing the neceſſity, of great and vigour- 
ous effort for the ſalvation of the country, in which ſome of 
them, now for the fixſt time, haye tardjly diſcovered that out 
ſafety is involved, they do not wait to ject the meaſyze upon 
any ground of final and invineible objeQion; but they-come 
forward to reſiſt it in the very gutſet, previous to a mature 
examination of is details, and a ſincere endeavour to correct 
its proviſions. The hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt (Mr. 
Smith) approves. of the principle of raiſing a conſiderable 


* 


Fart of the ſupplies within the year, but he declares himſelf © _ 


an enemy to any plan of rendering that principle effectual by 
a general tax. e Houſe will, no doubt, think this a moſt 
valuable conceſſion of the hon. Gentleman! If it be neceſl- 
ſary for: the effort which we are called upon to make, if it be 
_ eſſential to the, firm eſtabliſhment of. public credit, to the fu- 
ture proſperity of the empire, to obtain that ſupply which is 
_ requiſite for the vigorous proſecution of the conteſt, it is vi- 
dent that it muſt be obtained by a ſudden tax immediately 
productive. If it is impoſſible by an encreaſe af the exiſt- 


ing taxes on conſumption, by introducing evils ten times more 


ſevere than thoſe which are imputed to this meaſure, it is evi- 
dent that nothing can realiſe the principle but ſome extraor- 
dinary and general tax. If the hon, Gentleman, as I per- 
ceive de does, admits. that ſuch an encteaſe of the taxes on. 
conſumption. as would produce ten millions within the year 

is impracicable, it follows that there is no other mode but. a 
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= at liberty, not after full conſideration of the whole. de- | 


E 
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_-_— Oe ſo far u It can he diſcovered) We muſt 
lay theicontributioh then; either upon kapital or du eme. 
From ibis geteral operation, however, the hon. Senken 
would e alt thoſe whom he is p leaſed to call exelufi 
theuſeful claſſes, and lay the whole of he weight on Win e 
calls the uſeleſs claſs. In the claſs of Ulekelt the hon! Get: . 
tleman has thought proper to rank all the proprietors of land, 
thoſe meh who: . the line which bir ahi knits ſociety 
together—thoſe on whom, in a great tneaſure, the adwfiiniſtts. 
tion of juſtice and the internal police of the country depend; 
thoſe men froti whom the por receive employment from 
whom agriculthre derives its improvement ànd ſuppört, and 
to Who, of coutſe, commerce itſelf is indebted for the fount 
2 on Which it reſts. Yet this claſs the hon. Gentleman 
opef to ſtigmatiſe as uſeleſs drones, of no eſtitnatlon 
n the eyes of ſociety, Wuen the conſequetices 
with 3 this" light flippant Meory, the offspring of 
mere temporary unthinking policy, would be N Bo are 
fairly conſidered, che hon, Gentleman will find that hie dif- 
tinQion between uſeſul and uſeleſs claſſes is as little founded 
in truth as the practical, ſyſtem he founds upon it would be 
_ inconſiſtent with the general intereſt 6f thoſe whom he'thinks 
entitled io peculiar: favour. The queſtion then is, Whether 
capital or income be the: proper object of contribution? The 
hon. Gentleman ſaxꝝs Wat ba ca ire is the criteriyo which ought 
to be adopted inch clic vf the commetcial man, and income, 
where it is deprived of land. Taking for granted, that the 
principles of the hon. Gentleman were rs founded, no leſfs 
than thret fourths of the whole i income liable to contribution 
is calculated to ariſe from this ſource. '- Even, upon his own 
argument then, he ought not to conſider this meaſure as fo 
incurable; as tO refuſe going into the Committee. If then, 
he is ſincere in his p rofeſlidn of defire to facilitate the raiſing 
of..a conſiderable. Gent of the ſupplies within the year, why 
ſhould he refuſe to procted farther in a meaſure which is at 
leaſt capable of embracing three-fourths of his object; and in 
ether /paris ſuſceptible of aheration'and improvewent. :4 | 


however, what has been fo univerſally recognized' as impor- | 


tant 10 be done, is to be done effectualſy, the great conſidera- 5 
- tion.on which of theſe leading objects it will be moſt advan- 


.  Tagequs to the public, and leaſt inconvenient to the claſſes of 
contribution to impoſe this general and comprehenſive tax, 


I am afraid, that to that very plan, which he himſelf thinks 
W thoſe — on which he reſted the deſponding 
Yor: 1.1 * N hope, 


\ 
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Hype, that the country, nejther.cquld, mor would ſubimit de the 
| © aplure, would apply with aggravated force. Exaryiobjec- 
ae hien he fo lang and vehemently urged againſt dhe, dan- 
F diſcloſure, will, apply to thole new; theories of, palicy - 
£ which he would aQ... iT he hon. Gentleman ſays, hes 
aIp{t.Gifcloſure. | How, then; is he to afcertain thaamannt 
0 7 71 commercial capital, the proſſis of Mhieh, he thinks, 
might Jultly be magego contribute ; Would hebe contented 
with, chat looſe declaration, which experience has proved 0 
d Fee eee Would -ke enen the juſtice 
* of ptincipie which, he would utterly defeat and mulliſu hy 
es provißons he xecommends to carty it into effect? What 
= | then does lie do to ſuppprt that, great eauſe, to ĩinvigoraiè ihoſe 
1 extraptdigary efforts — for our ſucceſs in a 
cConteſt, Which all but, a ew, who but Jataly have, got ſome 
; bey lights, have long vonſigered to be .conpaRted withious 
_ "exiſtence? Yet, enn or the fuſt time as a pro- 
ſelyte to the cauſe of his eguntry, and of mankind, though 
ſtanding in the new character of a convert, he ſtill retains ſo 
much of the bias of his old opinions, that he denies the means 
N of tendering thoſe mea ſutes effective, which ho acknowledges 
1 to be indiſpenſible, and carrying into prattiee that principle 
3 which he profeſſes do approve. The chal diſpute between us 
tal hen is, nothing but a matter of details; The greater part of 
1 the hon. Genileman's ſpęech was founded upon obhjections to 
1616 the. proviſions of, the bill, and many of his objections were, 
| _ either utterly unfounded in any thing it contains, or they 
ll were of ſuch a nature, as to admit of heing corrected in the 
| Committee, In arguing the matter in ihis Way, in the pre- 
ſent ſtage, the hon. Gentleman could be / ragulor only upon a 
point of ſtrict form. He knows very well dat. the bill went 
through the committee to get the blanks filled up wWithott 
undergoing any diſcuſſion in that ſtage, and that it was in- 
rended to ſubmit it at a future period io the detailed enamina- 
tion of a commitiee. But granting that, the preſent were, in 
| & fair view of the ſubject, the Proper ſtage on the difeullion = 
of paints of detail, lei us ſee what-are therobjeRtiongavhich, = 
in the hon. Gentleman's eſtimation, are ſo fatal to the men- 
ſutre, To the mein objection, hich he urged/ſa repeatedly, 
and with ſo much, acrimony, it may ſeaſilyde anſwered, that 
the hon. Gentleman aſſumes What is not in the bill. lt 
ſcemed to be taken yp merely. to afford him an opportunity of 
embelliſhing his diſcourſe wh, the violent inveclive and of- 


ſfenſive epnhet by which it was diſtinguiſhed. I allude 46 = 
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what was ſtated reſpecting the charaQer and duties oſ the; ſur- 
veyor/toibe appointed under the bill. I will not recapitulate! 
the odious deſcription Which the hen. Gemleman applied: 

to the perſons who were to act in this capacity. Gentlemen! 
think it fair to characterize this claſs of perſons by the odious: 
appellation of ſpies. What is the purpoſe - What is the ten- 
dency of ſuch invedive? What can be the effect of this re- 

5 


ronchful language, thus indi ſeriminately applied, but to 
Prin into diſcredit thoſe officers under the revenue without? 


which it could not be collected, and without which public; 


buſineſs muſt be at a/(tand ? The hon. Gentleman ſays; hat! 


the ſurveyor is at liberty to firrcharge to any amount, and 


pending the appeal to which this ſurcharge gives fiſe, the tax- ' 


will continue to be levied on the whole of the demand, in- 


chiding the farcharge, What is the remedy Which the hen,, 


Gentleman difeovers for this? He tells us, in alluding to af 
remark of an hon. Baronet (Sir F. Baring), that the diſcuſ- 
ſion of the appeal might be rendered fo intricate as to cun- 
ſume ſix, or even twelve months. This objed ion ihe hon. 
Gentleman urges triumphantly, at the very time too tliat h. 
ſtates it to be the mode which a perſon ſurcharged will adopt 
for his relief}; at the very moment when he, is compelled to- 


acquieſce in the payment of a ſurcharge from which he takes 
care that it ſhall be impoſſible for the commiſſioner᷑s of appeal 


to relieve him! Such au argument is the conſequence which: 


is {tated. In fact, however, it fo happens, that. no fuch | 
_ grievance can exiſt. The ſurveyor's ſurcharge,is pot ated 


upon in che firſt inſtance, unleſs confirmed by the commiſ- 
ſioners. The ſtrveyor has no diſctetion whatever to add to; 
the charge on Which the contributor ſhall be compelled to pay. 


In fact, the objectjons of the hon. Gentleman, inſtead of 


operating againſt the bill in 7e, demonſtrate the neceſſity of 


going into the committee, that the bill may obtain a fulkeony 


ſideration, and a fair diſcuſſion . As to the general declamation 


upon the character and ſun son of the ſurveyor, which ſome, 
grenmilemen are pleaſed to canſider in the odious light of a ſpy, 
it is a matter for the committee to adſuſt the powers and the 

duties with Which the ſhall be entruſted. Is this, however, 


any argument for the immediate rejection of the bill? Does 


the hon; Gentleman really think that no precaution, whatever 


ought ta be taken to avoid thoſe ſcandalous evaſions which. 


there is hut tao much reaſon to expect may be attempied? 
The hon. Gentleman fays, he has no reaſon to ſuppoſe hat 


it 


— 


the meaſure of laſt year 1 J N The hon. Gentleman, 
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mand of law by voluntary "Xontribiion; thipy yet never fell 


below it. In this, all things Confßdered, 'rhe hon. Gentle 


man is certainly lucky. Thoſe whs lived im ſet who thought 
differently from the hon, Gentleman and his friends, reſpect- 
ing the juſtice and neceflit of the war, and who tight be 


_ gonſidered to be fully as little inclined to evade contributing 


for its ſuppor ty had. obſerved, that the ſcandalous" evaſions 
raQtiſed had rendered the meaſure of laſt year inadequate to 
(s-objeQ. Is it not then a matter of great concernment—is 


it not à ſubiect worthy of grave deliberation, to conſider what 

means way be deviſed to render the meaſure propoſed as effi- 

cient as poſſible to the public ſervice. '* The ſurveyor is not 

to be a perſon on whoſe difcretion any aſſeſſment is to depend; 

he is id the commiſſioners with 77formation, and to di. 
charge that duty which his oath. preſcribes, of preventing 

_ evaſion, where it might be within his knowledge that it was 
attempted, , It is ſaid, in proof of the importance of the 
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men who recommended themſelves by the propriety of their 
conduct, and the performance of their dujy. ” But, ſays he 
hon. Geatleman, the ſurveyor is the only man whom we con- 


ſider as likely to be bqund by his oath. Yet is there no diſ- 


tinction between the caſes?" Is the temptation ta perjure the 


ſame? Has the man who is ſworn to the performance of his 
duty, the ſame reaſon to diſregard it which the man has who 
is endeavouring io avoid the payment of money to the State? 
What, then, is required ?. A particular ſtatement of income, 
to.guard;againft_the evaſion which was practiſed When à ge- 


era ſtatement was only requifed, What is it but the means 
of correcting thoſe frauds which every man's obſervation but 
. - the hon, Genileman's had aſcertained to be prevalent? The 
hon, Gentleman ſpeaks, too, of the ſurveyot's power to ex- 


tract from the books of public bodies. Here the hon. Gen- 


tleman, from not attending to the bill itſelf, is entirely mil. 
taken. The ſurveyor has no ſuch. power; he is to make 
extracts from, and to have acceſs to, the publie books to 
which at preſent even any perſon may eaſily procure acceſs 
for any purpoſe, even of mere curiohty. Might not any | 


body 
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it ſeems, has been ſo fortunate, that while thoſe atnbng uh 
be lived were not diſpoſed 22 gb hair breadth beyond the de- 


— 

oQ 
— 
* 


P4614] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY, REPORTS. % 
body now "5 git information how much ang nercantite = 
houſe poſſelles in the 3 per cents? The f rvtyory them js au- 
thoriſed to ſuggeſt daupts, to collect infor: 9 
na tight Whatever to aſk queſtions of the patty Hiref ge ot 
0 hase oy inſpecion of his books: Does nat ie Hen. 
Gentleman, however; perceie that all theſe points ar&pro- 
per ſubjects for.confidexation ie a comthityes;! Where it i 
perfetily competent to move any alterstian which Gentle- 
men may think neceſſaty, As 10 the criterion of the general 
tax, it Ras, likewiſe beeh objected to the details, that 8 af 
plication, is unequal in 9 5 the nature of income, lie 
duration, &. Although: do 


| if not intend ig entet ſo much 
into the diſcuſſion ofthe-proviſions of the bill, am ank ibus 
to remove thoſe erroneous conceptions which are entertamed 
upon this ſubject. Here I cannot help rematking that the 
argumenis ot the hon. Gentleman on this branch fuppoſe that 
dill is neceſſary to correct the inequalities Which diſtinguiſm 
the mode in Which all taxes are impoſed. If ſuch be the ſen- 
timept of the hon. Gentleman, his object ion goes a great 
deal farther than the bill before'the Houle, The inequalities 
of which he complains ariſe opt of the nature of ſociety, and 
che diſtribution of its rank, and the claſſification ot its pro. 
perty. If he attempts to remedy what he in this don ide as 
vrgent, he will attempt ſomething which has never yet been 
done by any ſyſtem. of taxation, ſomething which ſprings 
from theories gf legiſlation, neither founded in wiſdum nor 
juſtiſied by A I proceed to explain my meaning 
more fully. The hon. Gentleman ſays, that if two perfons 
have eaci 590l. per annum, one of which derives his income 
from land; the other from indutlry, they ought: not to be both 
4 jaws [trot at Fol. He aſſumes that each having 450l. a 
year left, the impoſt Is unequal. What does the new tax do? 
Are they not felt in relation to each other preciſely as the 
wers before? The tax creates no new 5 The ju 
ice or injuſtice remain preciſcly as they were. Fo complain 
of this inequality is to complain of the diſtridution of pro- 
perty; it is to complain of the conſtitution of ſociety.” To 
attempt to remedy it. would be to follow the example of thar” 
daring rabble of legiſlators in another country, from whom 
the hon, Gentleman borrowed ſome of his olitical'principles, 
and which, though he now reprobates, he Ril {ceris inclined pf 
10 follow up. To think of taxing theſe tworſpecies of in- 
comes in a different ratio, would be to attempt What the na- 
- ure of ſaviety will not admit, what has never OI 
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in the courſe. of ;four;thouland, eas, But on, what. founda- 
tion, does e Which the hon. Gentleman has 
drdached, reſi a N e e e on which he 
fo vehemently inſiſts ? Is the. induſtry of the artiſt, the ma- 
nufacturer the mechanic, leſs the Sregtute of the protection 
af law, leſs involved in the great comeſt in which ye are en- 
gaged, lets likely to be ovetthrqwn in any diſaſters of the 
ſtate, than he income Which atiſes from land? I. heard Wirk 
ſatisfaction, tbe, argument of the han; Baronet. behind me, 
(Sir William Young); though J cannot, perhaps, go along 
with him to the extent to which de catried it; of this, cej- 
tainly, I am ſure, that if all claſſes in this country, are not 
ſtrictly equal ſharers in the advantages which the copſtitution 
of this country affords, there is: nope Who ought nut to con - 
tribute in proportion to their means for the public, defence, 
in a quarrel, in which the comforts: and the happineſs of all 
are ſo deeply involved, unleſs when the compaſſian of the 
legiſlature fotbears ta extend the ſcale of taxation to hoe 
_ -. whozare in the loweſt claſs, of ineome. The principle of 
the hon. Gentleman then is unfounded, as it was pteſled with 
violence of epithet. In imputing to him chat extravagant 
principle, which ſtrikes at the whole diſtribution of property 
in ſociety, l am ſure I do nothing which his own. arguments da 
not juſtity ; nor do I think I am miſtaken in ſtating thoſe prin- 
ciples, for the honourable Gentleman Was particularly care- 
ful to repeat his monſtrous propoſitions over and over again, 
in proportion as he ſaw. that they were diſguſting: 16. he 
feelings of the Hauſe.. That induſtry ought 30 be encouraged 
and promoted, is a ſentiment which nobody will diſputes . * 
It ſhould be remembered. however, that this, among many 
others, is a caſe in which virtue is its own reward. What, 
then, is the, true ſtate of the argument? An. income of Sol. 
from Land may be equal to abaut 1, ol. ſo hat a man 
is contented to take 3 per cent. for his capital. In funds, 
according to circumſtances, and in the different funds, a man 
may have five, or even ſix pes cent. If he Jays oui his capi- 
tal in trade, and adds to it his own, induſtry, he gets from 
10 to 15. per cent. Now, if you leave the proportion un- 
diſturbed, what it is that forms the encourtsgement to lay out 
money in trade and manufactures but the improved produce 
derived from induſtry. This is the incentive Which enfames 
enterpriſe, and ſtimulates ingenuity, Allow that order under 
which your commerce and your arts have riſen; to ſuch an 
ute kampled height of proſperity to remain undiſturhed, and N 
MY Cn a 3” gt you 
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you profgrve; that incentive, .that a eprouragement,: and. that 
1 9 85 a der yt muehy doubt, iyderd, 

_ whether any table; which. f man cqald form 
from, All he new,. politighl 1i Wa ever recaived, 


could day the foundation, mare, PPE more permanent for 
ate, commerce, an 79 kind. of exertion * that ion 
Thich they have grown. NO and flouriſhed, ſo long 
13 is another argument of great authority Mbich Gemle- * 
men employ / an agement Which, hich, for ſome aan I have * 
ſeen 2 ſted upon in ſome. of the new ſl; apers,” that. this 

was a_tythe, and that, all s art unfavouräple 2 wa tin 
duſtry... The, argument Maß no application to the preſent 
cCaſe. Either, it is to de remembered, are taken 7 80 1 4 
produce; without deduct ing the price of lahgut; ſhe tenth, 
Which this bill impoſes, isis tenth of the clear profits after 
the expences of labour dave been deducted. bs moe I 
| haye/thought; upon this particular ſubſect and up taxation 
in general, the more am I convinced 25 only . —0 7 
but the danger of any attempt by the diſtribuston gf i pp 

to wake any difference in chat es Which wendete of | 

ciety has already eſtabliſhed. is neceſſary to en ve ho 
arrangements which have been realy formed, and 8 ene. 
modade che proportion of taxes to the clafes ty 
which have already been marked. To proceed beyòbn "this 
is to diſſolwe all eſtabliſhed principles, tap to overthrow t 
fabric of ſociety which time and the progreſs of accumulation 
have reared: The inequality Weisen e ſan e rate of con- 


„ cannot but, remark; that this argument comes 
ely . from theſe Gentlemen 'who' fo Alten in this 
© Houſe; have pointed opt. annlities for life, even connected 
with.laborious employ ments, as by preferetice the'nroper ob, 
jects of taxation, Ido mot mean that ſinecures alonę were 
the objecs on which : 5 2 1 for 150 Fa A wilhed | 
2 to I 1 
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which 
y pfopoſe h Tavitig Wool het ear ah pröpbrtiön to what = 
ieisnecalaty to Tate? Bot it em as if miltaty tactics 
Rad Uriver' other confiderations ee 
de had d feiſure to attend to Hat is paſfing in this Mouſe, 
WE Rave Afeady had n Committee of France which had di 
charged he inportant'dutles Aitäcbet te it in the tnoſk fäffs“ 
factory mannkt A committee Which, ecept that tie Höh. 
Baitentt was nbt'u'meiber of is perfe lj ch the mind of 
every Genfleniaiy I <his Houſe, add many of its ſuggeſtions 
fot'&cbtomy and! regilativf have been carried Info effect 
_ with great alvantage:—From this W however) into 
ehich I have been carried by the fubject of offices, T now 
retirn 1 as ſtating with how little favour the bon. Gen- 
Vetta aud his friends formerly confidered annuities For life 
ineche daſe HFilaborious offices ; Jet us now fee how their old 
opinſons Aly with their hew, namely, Mis branch of income 
was moſt obnoxious to taxation, now it is to be moſt favoured. 
The hon, Gentleman does not think that a great increafe of 
taxes on conſumption would be more advantageous than a 
general tax on all income. Is the N or the hardſhip 
greater now than. it was, or than it would be, ſhould taxes 
on conſumption be increaſed? If nbt, then the hon. Gentle- 
man is only quarrelling with this tax, becauſe it is pot ſo 
Vvnequal as the former mode of contribution had been. This 
plan, which e greed , more comprehenſive, which ein- 
braces a great deal of property which formerly cluded taxa- 
tion, by-cdnſequence, diſtributes the burthen” more fairly, is 
UE _ coaſidered "inadmiſſible. But I ai told that a lage ſum 
|. _  wirkiq'"the year cannot be raiſed by ehcrealing the exif 
taxes oh con ſamption. What is. the conſequence ? Docs 
not the hon Gentleman compell us 40 feſort to the more tx- 
=, _ petiſive expedient- of railing money b Wals, than continu- 
1 ing thateinegusity, which is more ftrikingly, felt in that peer 
= - cies:of taxes, inſtead of adopting aptatr more en tenſive inits 
1 effect, while it prob ides fol ihe redemption of what it is neceſ(- 
| ſary to borrow, without that load of permanent taxes, Which . 
| the ſanding ſyttem rendefs indifþenfable:” But, it is faid, 
mat aas on capital is preferable.” | Was it not proved, how- 
| - _ every inat from the [tate of landed property, not möre than 
one third of it is now in the hands of perſonswho could - 
| | n 7 ; | BR calle 
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called upar, ta coptribute,.fo-that two ihirds would be placed 
wholly., out-of reach fox any; purpoſe. of preſent gxertion? 
| What js, the Bear. edel aß the meaſare defore.the Houſe } 
1s it not; 30 raife within the year, from what conſtitutes the 
means of individuals within the year, ſuch. a proportion as is 
deemed neceſlary for the exigenees gf the ſtate, and the mag- 
nitode. of the prEſent eriſis ? Do you wiſh. to, avoid burdening 
the public With a lcan? What, advantage. would you derive 
from it, however, if, individuals, mortgage., their..eſtates ? 
Would not the aggregate of private loans æhcumber the maſs. 
of national wealth, as much as if the nation contracted the 
obligation? The objeck then is to make the annual means 
of individuals applicable to à ſupply within the year, It is 
objected till. cat it is unjuſt that the man who has an annu- 
ity or an ingome, che fruit of his labour, ought not to pay in 
the proportion of à man Who has the ſame reyenye from 
Hxed property. This objection is, aſtogether a fallacy. * 
permanent eſtate, however, Which tepreſented as never 
dying, and, as it were, the, property of a man, after his death, 
_ contributes an every exigency which may occur; the income 
from labour and induſtry is extinguiſhed ; it contributes but 
once; it is no longer the property of the ſame perſon, While 


N * 


9 


the other, which is conſidered as the ſame property, is ſub- 
zect to renewed demands. This reaſoning may be taught 
refined, but the anſwer is juſtly a plicable in the caſe where 
_ the reaſon Why fixed property ſhould contribute more is 
founded on its ſuppoled permanency in oppolition. to the 
fleeting character of the other. How then is it poſſible to 
diſcriminate between the various kinds of property? Hor 
take into the details which could alone enable you to appl. any 
ſcale of exemption without an inveſtigation more opprellive, a 
diſclofure more extenfive, than any thing which the bill per- 
mits? How, much ſafer is it then to ſubmit to thoſe inequali- 
ties which art the lot of man, and which it is not the buſi- 
neſs, 'or it is not in the power, of ſchemes of finance to cor- 
rect? Could we even indulge the wiſh to correct theſe ine- 
qualities, which ariſe out of the very nature of ſociety, is this 
the legiſlative remedy ? Let us then forbear to attempt what 
is perhaps beyond the power of human legiſlation to correct. 
It is an enterprize that would hurry us far beyond our depth, 
and lead to Conſequences far more extenſive than we can 
foreſee, and might produce an overthrow of all eſtabliſiments; 
and all regular order, which it is impoſlible-to contemplate 
| without apprehenſion. | The principle of Ygument that goes 
5 Vot. I. R : OY . 
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to N ſuppoſec "evil, belongs to the ſchook of dan- 

gerous innoyation which we ought hot for a moment to in- 

dalge. The conſequence of this tax then will be, that who- 
ever contributes à tenth of his income under this bill will 
Have a tenth leſs to ſpend, to fave, or to accumulate. At the 
end of the war thoſe who ſhall have contributed will be no 
; they will only be to the extent of it lefs increaſed in 
' riches than they would have been. The advantages of it are 
In a particular manner in favour of thoſe 'on whom 


om it will 
fall, inſtead of accumulating taxes-on conſumption, as it will 
bring all income to contribute mote equally, and include a 
great deal of that which, in the hands of thoſe who ſpend 
eſs than their income, ren geo contribution altogether. 
Laying aſide the proud idea of the vigour, permanence, and 
renewing energy which this meaſure ſecures, there is one caſe 
which, with a view to that claſs who are really willing to 
| faveffor the benefit of thoſe for whom they are bound to pro- 
vide, makes ſome modification. Tt is in favour of 'thoſe who 
have recourſe to that eaſy, certain, and adyantageous mode 
of providing for their families by infuring their lives. In 
this bill, as in the aſſeſſed taxes, a deduction is allowed for 
what is paid on this account. Such is the general view of 
the merits of this important queſtion. It is one Which has 
enga ed much of my ſerious attention, and Jam far from 
preſuming that it has already attained the perfection of which 
it is capable. The inequalities obſected to it ate not pecu- 
liar to its nature; they ariſe from our ſocial ſtate itſelf, and 
the correQion'of that order we cannot, as we ought not, to 
attempt to alter. It would be a preſumptuous attempt to 
derange the order of ſociety, which would terminate in pro- 
ducing canfuſion, havock; and deſtruction, and with a de- 
rangement of property, terminate in the overthrow of civi- 
CCC 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer concluded à ſpeech of 
tio hours with defending the meeting at the Manſion Houſe; 
the motive of thoſe who called and promoted it could be 
founded only, he faid, in the pureſt patriotiſm and moſt per- 
fect diſintereſtedneſs. V r 
Tue Fb then iede dkl. | 
Poor the further conſideration of the Report 183 
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The following Gentlemen voted againſt the, xe-cammit- 
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HOUSE OF LOR bs. 
MONDAY, DEC, 17. , 17418 $ | 
| The malt tax bill, the penſion duty bill, the navy and army 


ſeducꝭ ĩon bill, and Lord Nelſon's, annuity bill, received he 


royal aſſent by commiſſion. 


Mr, #. Fird brought up the {mall note continuation bill, 


which, with the foregoing bill, was read a firſt time. 


On the queſtion for the ſecond reading of the bill for au- 


22 the continuance of the Britich militia ſerving in 
reland. | W RL | 100022626 ha wg 
The Earl of Radnor roſe to expreſs his unqualified diſap- 
probation of the meaſure. His Lordſhip ſaid, he gave mi- 
Fiſters ample eredit for the general tenour of their conduct: 
dut, of a few particular meaſures of theirs he diſapproved 
among which, the preſent was decidedly one. His leading 
objeQion ag the bill was, that it went virtually to diſſolve 
the compact originally entered into between the country and 


che militia forge-; a meaſure of the kind was, he conceived, 


_ unprecedented in the legiſlative annals of the country. He 


objected alſo againſt the meaſure, as operating injuriouſly 


with zeſpe&t to the diſcipline of the militia; and one of the 
worſt effects it obviouſly muſt have, would be the prevention 
of men of property from. ſerving in the militia. His Lord- 
ſhip then adverted to the hurried progreſs of the bill; and on 


this head he concluded, by declaring his opinion, that the worſt | 


bill which any miniſter might be diſhoneſt enough to carry 
through the legiſlatute — even a bill to ſubvert the monarchy, 
and to ſubſtitute-another rr power in its room, hur- 
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ried through in forty-eight hours' for the royal aſſent may 
be called as good wi, as the bill in queſtion, N 8 
in the preſent manner. 
The queſtion was then put, and the bill yas rde 10 be 
read a ſecond time the next day. 
Several orders were made with reſped to the hearing of 
eals, and the arrangement of other private buſineſs; . "od 
Oy the Houle adjourned. | p 
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' HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


MONDAY, DEC. 17. £74 


A meſſage was received from the Lords, announcing that 
their Lordfhips had agreed to a variety of bills.. The report 
| pf the three millions loan bill was brought up and agreed ta. 

Sir Francis Burdett wiſhed to know whether the liſt of per- 
ſons taker up under the Habeas Corpus ſuſpenſion act, that he 

had moved for, was yet made out? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid it was in Preparation, 
and: would ſoon be ready. 

Sir John Sinclair ſaid; he roſe to give notice that it was his 
intention after the right hon. Gentleman had brought for- 
ward his budget, to move for a committee to examine into 
the {tate of the finances ſince the laſt peace, to conſider of the 

A belt means in future of raiſing the ſupplies. /- 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that if the "44 Ba- 
ronet meant, that the labours of the committee were to 
conduce to finding the ways and means for railing the ſup- 
plies he ought to move for it before the budget. 

Sir John Sinclair ſaid, the righi hon. Gentleman had miſ- 
underſtood him: He was aware from the temper of the 
Houſe, that it was determined to paſs the tax on income. 
His intention was to ſuperſede the neceſũty of ſuch a mea- 
ſure, as he Was convinced, that, if cominued, it man be at- 
tended with the worſt conſequencasy tna 


LAND TAX REDEMPTION BILL, % 


1 The report of the land tax redemption bill was bonne ug 
| and taken into conſideration. 
Several clauſes which had been propoſed i in the committee 
. were read and agreed io. = 
Several new clauſes were brought up by the Chancellor of 
5 N the Exchequer, which were aero to after a deſultory con- 
1 verlation between him, the Ma r of the Rolls, Mr. Wilber⸗ 
— | | fore 
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ide Solieitor General Mr. Simeon, Mr. Bragg: Mr. 


Be Percival, Mr. 15 5 and Mr. Ryder. 1 


Sir John Sinclair thought, that as ſo many clauſes had 
been introduced, the bill ould be reprinted, in ortet to give 
opportunity to the members and the country to judge of the 


Dill in its altered ſtate. 


The Chancellor of the Exche quer faid, that it was a tte of 
great importance that the bill. ſhould paſs through the Houſe 
without any unneceſſary delay; and as the preſent bill wobld 
expire on the 25th of December, he ſhould propoſe that the 
bill now under conſideration be read a third time the nex! 


Col. Hood thought much inconvenience muſt REY from the 
manner in which commiſſioners were appointed. He wiſhed 
therefore that ſome regulations might be adopted to enable the 
Receivers General to receive applications of purchaſe, inſtead. 
of being obliged to apply to obſcure individuals ſeparated in- 
to claſſes in diſlant parts of a county. At preſent there were 
five or fix ſets of commiſſioners, and the delays occaſioned by 
applications paſſing through ſuch variety of hands, proved 
ye injurious to the perſons concerned. g 
The Solicitor General explained, and ſtated, and that there 
was no difficulty in finding out commiſſioners ſpecified in the 
bill; in moſt counties there were particular places of meet- 


| ing appoinred by them, where the buſineſs under the act was 


to be tranſacted, and propoſals for the purchaſe of the tax 


| were to be made. In any inftances where a difficulty might 


ariſe as to obtaining certificates, there was a remedy pro- 


vided in the act, as in this cafe perſons were empowered to 


apply to any two juſtices of the peace. 
The report was agreed to, and the bill ordered to be read 


a third time the next day, if then engroſſed. 


Mr. William Dundas tated, that afier the holidays, i it was 


his intention to bring in a bill t to amend this act, in ſo far as 
it E ae Scotland. 


TAX ON INCOME. . 


On the order of the day for going into a committee on the 
pill for impoſing a tax upon income, being read, 

Mr. Tierney. wiſhed to know, whether it was intended to 
go. into the committee on this meaſure that night? He 
thought that the Houſe, ſhould enter on it with their minds 
_ freſh and prepared. At preſent they had been occupied with 
O81 number of Hake, on tlie wt tax bill; and, for one 

N 
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at leaſt, his mind was not ſufficiently freſh and prepared to 


enter upon fo important a diſcuſſion... © 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, be could not think 
that the Houſe was ſo exhauſted with attention to a number 
of clauſes, chiefly of mere form, as to be unfit for the diſ- 
cuſſion; and it was not yet half paſt ſeven o'clock. He did 
not think, after the full diſcuſſion the principle had under- 
ne, that, on the queſtion for the ſpeaker leaving the chair, 

it would be thought neceſſary to detain the Houle frm the 
conſideratiom of the details. The committee might now pro- 
ceed as far as they found convenient. | 


. 1 - . © . - 


= - 


Mr. Tierney ſaid, he knew the Houſe might go into the 


committee, and might ſet till four o'clock in the morning if 2 
they pleaſed ; he only ſpoke of what he conceived of general | 
Convenience. 1 | | vas 6 TESTES Re S.ON 1 

| Mr. Buxton thought it was of importance that the meaſure 


ſhould be immediately taken into conſideration, as the Chriſt- 
mas holidays were at hand. _ eee 
Mr. William Smith ſaid, that he had conſiderable doubts 
whether he ought not again, on the preſent occaſion, to bring 
the principle of the bill under diſcuſſion. He knew that ſuch | 
a proceeding was not exactly uſual, though perfectly conlif- 
tent with form. But he recolleQed too that if to bring the | 
principle again into conſideration might be new and unuſual, 
the meaſure itſelf was likewiſe new and unuſual, If, how- 
ever, it was intended to hurry on the bill through the Houle 
before Chriſtmas holidays, he certainly ſhould think himſelf 
juſtified in oppoſing. all the forms of the Houſe. to ſuch ca- 
idity in a meaſure of ſuch conſequence. The forms af the 
Hout were intended to prevent improper zapidity. He did 
not mean to ſay that gentlemen on the other fide wiſhed any, 
haſte which they might conſider improper, but at the fame 
time thoſe who conſidered the haſte propoſed improper, could 
not be accuſed of acting from improper motives in e 
vouring to prevent it. It ſeemed to be conſidered a ground for 
rapidity that the ſentiments of the country were in fayour of 
the meaſure; He did not know this to be the caſe. - They 
certainly could not be acquainted with the details. The bill 
had been printed only for a week, conſequently the country | 
could not have time to expreſs an opinion as to its details, al- | 
though they might approve of the B of raiſing a part 
of the ſupplies within the year. He did not think that any 
bad conſequences could arife from poſtponing the bill Hl af. 
ter the holidays. It was not intended 40 take dot e 
474 * ; ? — : I | | 
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1ſt of N. and even were the holidays to continue two 
' months, there would be abundance of time to paſs the bit, 
and to let it have its full effect. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that as the hon, Gen 
tleman had avowed his intention to oppoſe every obſtacle in 
js wer to the progreſs of the bill, this was a reaſon why 

who were friendly to it ſhould with to bring it on im- 

„ ; he ſhould, therefore, von that the ſpeaker do | 
now leave the chair. 
Mr. Smith ſaid; that ochtainly no man had a quicker; intel- 
led than the right hon. Gentleman; he could not help being 
ſed to hear the right hon. Gnas miſtake what he 
Had ſaid fo ſoon after it had been uttered. He had ſaid, that 
if Aſpoſed, he mould think himſelf juſtified, by the import- 
ance of this meaſure, in the peculiar circumſtances of the 
cafe, in oppoſing every obſtacle to prevent it being hurried 
on with what he muſt conſider as improper haſte. He might, 
for inſtance; in every ſtage, on every claufe, divide the Houſe, 
or ſo long as he was able. He did not ſay that "he 
would do fo: He knew too well what was 'owing to the 
Honfe, and to his own A to have recourſe to ſuch a 
mode of proceeding. 

Mr. William Dundas ſaid, he had underſtood the Ea fpedker 
to have made uſe of expreſſ ions that fully juſtified the con- 
ſtruction put upon them by his right hon. Friend. | 
Mr. Smith repeated his explanation in reply to Mr. Pitt. 

Mr. Yilligm Dundas ſaid that he was ſubject to the cor- 
reRion of the Houſe if he had-miſtated the hon. Gentlemay. 
And not only had he underſtood him ts have ſaid that he 
would Itpete the meaſure by every poſſible means, if it was 
1450 b to paſs it hefore the holidays, but he believed the 

ouſe had underſtood him generally in the ſame W 
Mr. Sith attempted to explain. : 
* queſtron being ealled for, the Houſe divided: 

For the Jpraker leaving the thair 1 168 
ee nn po) nn 113 
The Houſe then went into a 0 on the bill, | 
Mr. John Smith in the chair. 57”! Bu 

It had been propoſed by fome of the Gentlemen on 'the 
eieafiiry bench te poſtpone the preamble of the bill until the 
= 8 5 he and the Clauſes finally agreed to 
as it might then be ma een e the 
heads of the bill. en "owe? 


M. Fig een, . . th preamble ] 


4 e any part of an ac of the legiſlature 
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libel on the people of England, and could not 
Hawkeſbury contended thats! the ptcamble cowl by 
ed as à matter of courſe 1 
Sir William Pultenty ſaid; that he nad a el objee· 


tions to the meaſure row under diſeuſſon, but he would at 


preſent content himſelf with putting Ii to the ſerious conſi- 
deration of the committèee iſt, Whether it was a meaſure 
that could de adopted without conſiderable danger to the con. 
ſtitution? '2dly,'Whether the attempt to enforce it was not 
an inſult added to the injury that aroſe from it to the people 
of Great Britain? The principle of the meaſure adopted laſt 
year appeared to him to be far leſs objectionable; and it was - 
his 2 — it ſhould not be thus precipitately abandoned; 
but that, on the contrary,/ it ſhould be fully and ſairly tried 
it is difficult for any man to diſcover with aceuracy what is 
the rea] amount of another man's property it is only from | 
appearances that he can ſucceed in drawing any thing like, a 
ear conjecture; and on this ground the bill of ſaſt year 
proceeded, and on this ground it proceeded properly, becauſe 


it is optional with a mano make what appearance he pleaſes} 


or, in other words, to limit or inereaſe his expenditure as he © 

may think proper. But the nature of the preſent is altoge- 
ther of a different complex ion. It makes no enquiry; into 
viſible appearances ; its obvious principle and final end is an 
aſſeſſment on his income, not upon his expenditure; He is 
called upon to declare the amount of that income; and if 
he does not rate it as high as the commiſſioners may bo 
pleaſed to rate it, he muſt produce his books, or other written 
documents, to prove the real amount of his property: no 
alternative is left him between eicher paying too muchor 
ſubmitting to the diſcloſure 'of his private affairs. This was 
in the mind of the hon. Baronet, an inſurmoumti [\difh- 
culty, and he would earneſtly deprecate attempting och 
ne meaſures - meaſures that mult prove. equally — 
to individuals, and dangerous to the conſtitution. Thera 


ſeſſed tax bill of laſt. year was calculated to produce” ſeven” - 


million and a half; it is now. acknowledged it has'brogght- 
in above four million: From what this defalcation in that \ 
part of the revenue has ariſen, no proof has been adduced- 
For his: > part he would again inſiſt that the meaſure of the 
aſſeſſed taxes had not beeh fairly tried, nor for a ſufficient 
length of time. Another circumſtance he would allude to 
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two millions have been. paid in. This was a greater ſum 
than they were expected to amount to, and more than fix mi- 
lions were raiſed by theſe two modes. There were there-, 
fore no very ſatis factory reaſons for thinking that the mea - 
| ſure of the aſſeſſed taxes had been evaded to any conſiderable 
extent. All taxes, indeed, are evaded more or leſs; but the 
ſpirit that has manifeſted itſelf throughout the country of 
. voluntarily coming forward with aids to government is no 
- ſmall; inducement to believe: that the evaſion of thoſe taxes 
was not very conſiderable ; beſides the aſſeſſment of laſt year 
aroſe in many inſtances above a tenth per cent. it is not now . 
propoſed that it ſhould be raiſed higher. Thoſe whoſe dix i- 
dends were above 6ol. alſo contributed laſt year to the aſſeſſed 
taxes. There was conſequently, in his opinion, no neceſ- 
go” relinquiſhing the former plan, eſpecially as upon the 
Whole it appeared leſs unconſtitutional than the meaſure now - 
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propoſed in its room. Beſides, the mode of carrying it into 
execution, muſt be found intolerable and inſulting to the pride 
and feelings of the country. Its principle plainly, went to 
ſay. that the people of England were not fit to be truſted, or 
conſulted, with tegard to any mode of taxation, Neither 
their heart, it ſeems, nor their underſtanding, was to be ap- 
d. to hen they are called upon for money. Are whips - 
and laſhes then to be applied in order to extort it from them? 
Surely the adoption of ſuch barth and oppreſſive meaſures, - 
argues ignorance” of their temper; and character. The, 
amount of the voluntary contributions Conveys a very dif- 
ferent idea of their diſpoſition, and abundantly proves that 
they ſhould experience a very different treatment; they gan- 
not but feel that while the preſent meaſure reflects ſoſtrongly 
and ſo unzuſtiy upon their generoſity, it allo ſtrikes deeply at 
the ſafety of the conſtitution. In either light he would 
n is OR SROg 
The hon. D. Ryder faid, that he roſe only to ſtate, that 
nottiiug was more uſual than the motion that had been made, 
and he was only ſurpriſed that there ſhould be found an 
gentleman to oppoſe it; in all caſes it was propoſed to poſt- 
pone the preamble of a bill, and nothing now was aſked, but 
_ whot was. uniformly purſued on ſuch occaſions. The con- 
ſideration of the preamble could not well be gone into befoze 
the clauſes had been duly examined, other wiſe many of them 
might afterwards be. found to be inconſiſtent with, the pre- 
amble. He did not, however, mean to ſay that this obſerva- 
_ tion was applicable to the preſent bill. As to the truth of 
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the ſtatement. of the preamble, he thought. it luthgiently . 
wore as the preamble now Itvod, and whether the, pro- 
viſions of the bill had been evaded, or not, and preciſely 1c 
what extent, it was no difficult to prove. , TT he Houſe had, - 
already before them all the information they could have on 
that ſubj ect, and it was generally acknowledged that ſeveral 
perſons had not been aſſeſſed in a juſt enden to their ir- 
cumſtances, which was enough to ſubſtantiate the latter part 
of the preamble. Before he ſat down he had alſo to gblepve, 
that this was not the momept for diſcuſſing the principle. of, 
the dill, and eſpecially he could not bear to hear it ſpoken; of 
in terms ſo harſh and violent as thoſe made uſe of by the hon: 
Baronet. There was nothing in the bill that could juſtify 
them; and they came with an ęxtreme bad grace from a per- 
ſon who favoured the pginciple of [raiſing 2 part of the ſup- 
plies within the year, and Who acknowledged the danger of 
the criſis in which the country was now involyed, They. 
were words ſo very violent, indeed, as ſhould never be 25 4 
plied to any "meaſure. that hay been ſuffered to be diſcuſſed 
even for a moment by that Hopſe. He would not lay that 
ſuch language was intentionally uſed as inflammatory, but 
neither Cy he forbear marking it with that cenſure Which 
in his opinion it juſtly called fo. 
Sir William Pulteney confeſſed that the words alluded to 
were ſtrong ones; but he was. alſo ready to prove that they. 
were not ſtronger than what might be deſervedly applied to. 
ſeveral clauſes 'of the bill. This he would prove when they 
came under diſcuſſion. He would allo abject 20 the power. 
with which it was to arm theexecutiye government; it might 
eaſily be carried to dangerous lengths, and theſe extremes, 
| whoever wiſhed well to the. conſtitution, ſhauld 3ealovſly, 
guard againſt. The ſame jealouſy directed us nqt td atm ci: 
vil or criminal magiſtrates with too ſtrong à power, Which 
might be carried to lengths that would affect the inngoent. 
The ſame caution. was wiſely obſerved when there was dueſ- 
tion of granting to magiſtrates the power of Taking up re- 
puted thieves.— An equally wigilanf caution, thould Wach 
bver plans of taxation; becauſe a tax might have been 
+ BY oath Ry ſurely no reaſon WY a power ſhould he given to. - 
0  oppreſs a man who never had any intention ze ade it, in 
Ih order to enable Government zo get at thoſe who may bave 
| in reality evaded it. "This would be arming the executive. 
government with a very extraordinary and a very dangerous 
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Kaufe, BY he Failure of the former one, the revenue loſt two 
minton, But two million were well loſt, in his gpinion; 
doner than we ſhould loſe the integrity of the conſtitution... 
Bot he denied that the revenue could fullain any loſs ; on the. 

; 1 it would. gain more by placing more confidence in 
the gdod wilt and liberality of the people. Y gentle means 
every thing may be had from them: by foxce, nothing. 
The character of the people ſhowld* not be miſtaken —if they 

are taken by the generous hold, there would be no end to 
rheir generoſity [a lud laugh]; we ſhould therefore be watch- 
n it good dilpoſition from being inſulted and 
abuſed. . Le OP TINY 
Mr. iii don feſſed that it was the ufual practice of the 

Houſe to poſtpone the preamble of molt bills, but he did not 

fee why that practice ſhould be perſiſted in if the fact con- 

tained Ih the-preamble was aſſerted to be falſe, which was the 


caſe on the prefent occaſion, n | 
© Mir. Serretary Dundas affured the committee, that he had 
never before heard a debate upon this ſtage of a bill, and it 
was his wiſh'to cloſe it in 4 Gain manner. To poſtpone the 
preamble of 'a bill was furely as much a matter of courſe as 
almoſt any of the forms of the Houſe ; but to prevent the 
procraſtination and delay of the buſineſs, which ſeemed" to 
Lo hs object of fome Gentlemen, he was willing to humour 
them inthe prefent inſtance. He would, however, appeal to 
the REO to the. honour, to the candor, and to the infor- 
"mation of every Gentleman who had a knowledge, of the 
country, whether profiting by that information which they 
derived from their local ſituation, and putting their hand upon 
their hearts, they were not ready to agree that the aſſeſſed taxes 


1 


had been ſhamefully evaded. They were conſequently con- 
vinceck that the preamble of the bill tated 1 but the 
truth; indeed, there could be ſcarcely found any one that en- 
tertained à doubt 6f it. On this he would move that the 
ſenſe of the Houſe be now taken, waving the uſual cuſtom 
of: poſtponirig the preamble, 7. 
Mr. Lia profeſſed "himſelf 3 firm friend to the preſent. 
meaſure; ard he had often, he faid, heard the conduct of the 
right hon. Gentleman, [Mr. Pitt) arraigned for hot haying 
brought farward a ſimilar plan ſooner, When every ſubject in 
the kingdom was ready 4, willing to contribute towards the 

exigencies of the ſtate. ' He would beg his pardon;. but he 
mult'fay'thar "the right hon. Gentleman had hitherto been 

_ miſtaken in his plan, for the LP the country wiſhed for was 
OUS AR, ; | h 2 | one 
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one that ſhould tax. all equally, "The plan ef lll hear did 
vot anſwer their wiſhes in that reſpect; t e preſent vne does, 
for all deſcriptions are deſirous to ſee the taxes fall equall 

upon all—induſte had hitherto been heavily, taxed, Whi 
. thoſe, who poſſeſſed immenſe ſums from mortgages, and in 
e funds, were left untouched, and without ever having been 
Called upon to bring in their mite towards the public exi- 
gencies of their country. He hoped every Gentleman would 
atteſt that this was the general wiſh of the nation. He felt 
it his duty to do ſo, and that duty he was ready to perform. 
- + The. queſtion, was then put, “ that the preambſe do ſtand 
part of the bill??? ho ee r 
Mx. Tierney objected to the preamble's ſtandin part of 
te bill; he agreed with an hon. Gentleman, that harſh 
words ſhould not be uſed—harſh words were 'always impo- 
litic; but words which were applicable to the meafure, 
which deſcribed iy and by which it would be recogniſed and 
known, were {urCly proper to be uſed. ' Now in his mind 
he preamble was a direct and groſs charge upon all the 
entry of England, and if the hon. Gentleman complains of 

41 Farh words, he will find them in the text of his preamble. 
The Right hon. Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) ſays, let every 
man lay his hand upon his heart, and ſay, whether he does 

not know that the aſſeſſed. taxes were evaded ? Let us firſt 

Know what he means by evaſion. If he means that under 

this tax, Gentlemen kept fewer horſes, fewer carriages, 
ver houſes, and abtidged the luxuries in Which they 
formerly indulged, and if he calls this evaſion, they may have 
been evaded; but was not this diminution of luxury rendered 
neceſſary hy the circumſtances of the times. If the zccumu- ä 
lated weight of the burthens of the war had obliged men to 
retrench, was this to be called evaſion? Mr, Tierney had not, 
in bis own inſtance, kept. a, horſe leſs, but was thete- an: 
blame imputable to the man hg had from prudencę ar from 
neceſſity leſſened his expence? For all evaſions which could 
be conceived, this new bill had provided remedies, and 
ſurely there was no argument for ſetting out with a harſh 
| imputatian on the Nobility and Gentry of England; the 
words could, admit of no other conſtrudlion. When Gen. 
. . tlengen {wore off on the ſcote of income from the aſſeſſed 
taxes, to call this evaſion was ta ſay that they had been guilty 
of direct, wilful and groſs perjury.” But he would now beg 
leave to alk, at what particular period, and under what cir- 
_ cumſtances was it that the country was to be thus branded as 
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not beigg fit to be truſted upon their oath ? Was it not after 
the. rl 11 on. Gentleman had . > rental of the 
"nation at one hundred million ſterling, and after”the ſum 


_ raiſed. for the exigencies of the laſt year had ameunted to 30 


million? Was it not then after the country has "willingly 


_ given one third of their property for the public fervice?” It 
Was, therefore, peculiarly hard, when new taxes were now | 
o be raiſed, that i, ſhould not be called for in more decent . 


terms. It was doubtleſs ſtill harder to be ſubjected to the 
imputation of perjury, without any meatis'of getting rid of 

Poce a man be ſuppoſed by the ſurvey- 
ors to have under-rated his income, what means has he of 


| Neun that he has not incurred this foul imputation ? 


ſo monſtrous a plan he muſt raiſe his voice in behalf 


; of 7 people of England, whom he could not patiently ſce 
 - thus taxed, not only in pocket, but in character. 


Lord Hawkeſbury faid, in anſwer to the hon. Gentlitaen, 


he only wiſhed to read part of the preamble—* that "EY 


ſundry eyaſions had taken TORS: It was a libel wes, th 
Tundry perſons only. 

Sir V. Young a Mr: Tikes each ſpoke a for was; 

. Mr. JV. Smith declared, that as an appeal had been made 


to the 4 0 of Gentlemen, he 2 that, as far as 
he was capable of judging, the aſſe 


much eva AJ. By modifications that bill was reduced to 


4. 50, ogol. N then the hon. Gentlemen had ſtated that 


he expected it would produce four millions. There was 


| only therefore a defalcation of one ninth, and when his other 
7 Kant roduced as near, they were not Tuſpeficd to be much 


vaded. 

N Elliſon ſaid, he would give his vote for the preamble ; : 
and he conſidered the oppoſition ms, to it a an 
_ frivolous delay. 142 

Mr. Smith enen , that the delay was not frivolous, and 


: that the hon. Genilemen had no right to call it ſo. | 
'The. queſtion was then put bpon, the motion which was 


, agreed to. T5 
The committee proceeded” to conſider the firſt Clauſe: | 
Me, Tizrney obſerved, that this clauſe went to repeal the 
_ allefſed taxes, and was a breach of faith towards the ſubſcri- 
bers to the laſt loan, that was to ſay, a breach of faith, when 


the! tenor of the Act of Parliament preceding the en was 


88 lidered. 
The Chanel: * 2 ent « denied there was my 


breac 


— 


ed taxes had not been 


. 
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breach of faith in this caſe; upon which a converfation atoſe 
Ver Ween the Chantelfor of the Exchequer and Mr. Tierneyy. 
each Hatrtaining his own original aſſerti enn 
The committee having proceeded to the ſecond claufſe. 
bs Mr. Wighky obſerved, that this. claufe took in income of. 

whatever Kind. If it had been only far one year, it would be 
lefs objectionable, but being during the continuanee of the + 
Wut, he en. tf would work a great hardſhip. He flated 
a Vatiety of objections to this clauſe, and concluded with 
propoſing an amendment, the ſubſtance of which hie faid 
was, that permanent ſhould be diſtinguiſhed from a tempo 
rary revenue in the charge that was to be laid upon it. He 
' therefore, to forward that idea of diſtinction, propoſed that 
the firſt part of the clauſe ſhould only affect a permanent re- 
venue. He ſaid, if the committee adopted that diſtinction, 
he ſhould proceed to take notice of life eſtates, and propoſe. 
au charge upon that branch of income of a ſmaller proportion 
than that which now ftoed in the bill. He then propoſed. 
that certain words ia the clauſe ſhould be left out, for the 
purpoſe of inſerting others to anſwer the end he had in view;-. 
and which he had already deſcribed, fd. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer oppoſed this amendment. 
He declined entering into the queſtion at large, having ſlated - 
his ſentiments already at length upon the ſubje&>;.. This pro- 
poſal, he faid, was totally deftruQive of the whole principle 
of the tuen ſure altogether. The effential principle. of which : 
was to raiſe a large ſum for Ape i ih vear ; for 
that purpofe Income and Income only could be confidered-as 
the object of ifmipoſt, becaufe if we applied to any, thing but 
Income we applied to capital, which was not the object we 
ought to have in view; by this attempt to make a diſſinction 
detween the income of a perſon who gained it by his induſtty, 
and the perlon who had it from the produce of his real effare,  - 
the very thity would take place which Gentlemen ſeemed ſo 
anxious to avoid, namely, an unjult and diftreffing inequality; 
for thus blending a man's income with that of his real eſtate, 
and mixing them together, could only go to the injury ef 

the infiefitance of the eſtate, by cauſing i to de incumbeted, 
which Was an infury of the molt ſerious, nature; and in a 
| national-point of view would not be raiſing the money within 
the Feat,” for that would indeed be only producing a certain 

fort of "motiey within the year, but much of it Was io be 
paid by others afterwards, and by thoſe whom it was not ti: 
_ object to tax at all; he meant thoſe who would be entitleck 
e 207 G2 POR PR TRENT A | to 


Income was the ability to pay during the year—going out of 
that, plan, was abandoning the principle; of b Money ; 
armer 
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im eſtates hepeaſter tat could not Sy ei ia to. be raiſing 
money witturs the year... It maitercd nat tor the! purpoſe. of 
Talling money within the year, of what a man's eo was 

mpoſed, whether the rent of land, or, any thing elfe; the 


within the year. He then ſhortly recapitulated his form 

arguments upon inſurances for lives, and, concluded with 
giving the amendment his decided negative... SiG Ae: 
Mr. Alderman Lufhingtan, ſaid he had nq oppoſition to 
offer to the prigeiple of the hill; the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had ſtated that it was not a meaſure of duty upon 
capital, or in other words, upon property, but upon income, 


The principle of the bill, however, was departed, from in 


ſome particulars, he, meant this oþſeryation. to apply to 
Wort annuities, He, did not, however, oppoſe any part af 


the bill, but he muſt expreſs a hope that it might undergo 
ſome modifications, He had conferred with his conſtituents, 


85 he was happy in being able to inform the committee that 
is conſtituents had no objeQion whatever to contribute from 
their mercantile income to the ſervice of the State, although 
they felt that by this meaſure they were taxed double 

Proportion they could have been called upon in any other 


mode of taxation; or rather, they paid double to that 2 | 


perſons living upon an income which Was not the produce. 


” \ 
: 


their induſtry paid. There were. ſome. parts of the. mcaſure | 


which he NT Bn ky ip Or be meant the 
mode of enforeing che Act: —but this and ſame other poinis 
he hoped would be modified. _.. a % 8 | 


ö 70 ö 45 4711 a 5 „n | 
Mr. Dent thought chat a diſtinQion ought to be made be- 


iween à permanent and temporary i 
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The Solicitor General obſerved, that if any diſtindion was | ' 


mage between'the tomporary aud the permangnt income ot 
za man, that would" make. it directly an impoſt upon the 
capital of him whofe ipcome wa 
perfectly perſuaded it was impoſſible it could be ptherwiſe, 
- - The: #tarney, Genen followed upon the ſame lide, and. in 


order de thew the apfplute impollibility ,of aſcertaining hs 


value ai each perſon's intereſt in different ſarts of eſtates, os 


 Mightst9the poſſeſſſon of 'Jand, and, all ſorts af real property, 
_ Feminge® the cammiſttec of the camplication of difficultes . | 


 whigh.geourred in courts of Ja) upon queſlions of eſtates tail, 


of eſtates for life, of xeverfions, romainflers, expectancies, 


 Fontingencies, executory deviſes, truſts for terms of years, 


Ke, 


hofe income was permanent; aud be was 


— 
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all which; he ſaid, took up the whole of a man's 
life to comprehend, and often two lawyers might 
proſe themſelves employed, firſt, in the court of Common 
Pleas, then, by writ of error, in the court of King's Bench, 
from thente into the Exchequer Chamber, and, finally, into 
the' Houſe of Lords, when perhaps the queſtion voir only 
one of the abſtruſe points to which he had juſt called the at- 
tention of the committee, namely, whether, under a will, a 
certain perſon. named in it took an eſtate for life, or ſomes 
thing more. If theſe things | were ſo difficult to profeſſional 
men, the committee would pardon film when he ſaid they 
could not ſufficiently comprehend them to make them the 
ſubje& of taxation, or of raiſing latge ſums of money on 
them within the year for the ſervice © the ſtate; and to all 
theſe difficulties would they be expoſed, if they attempt&d"to 
make any diſtinclion between the permanent and the tem- | 


porary income. In ſhort, he could not talk intelligibly 10 me - 


committee, amlefs he had a law dictionary before him. He 
then paid a compliment to the ſpirit of the citizens of London, 
on whoſe behalt the worthy Alderman, their Repreſentative, 


had ſpoken, and*pronounced a panegyrick-on the conſtitution 5 


of England, to ſupport Which this meaſure was propqſed. 
Mr. Tierney argued ſtrenuouſly againſt the general effect 
and tendency of the bilt ; he ſaid, he thought the bill would 
occaſion a great deal of inj uſtice and diſcontent iti this'country, 
He took occaſion to obſerve, that he was happy to hear thar 
the citizens of Lotidon' had ſhewn. ſuch a ſpirit of pure pa- 
triotiſm as the worthy Alderman'ha@ aſſured the committee 
they felt. It came a little late, but he was glad to find it at 
any time from Gentlemen who hithetto had contributed" little 
but profeſſions. He reminded the Committee of the ont 
of ſome of the Gentlemen of London upon 75 lopalty can. 
He obſerved, that any perſon Who h * abroad many 
years ago, and left an agent to receive his ue, in the funds 
for him, would find a difficulty, when he had only 9-roths of 
bis income remitted to him, to believe that the funds of this: 
country are not taxed. He obſerved alſe that, if a man pur- 
chaſed an annuity of 100l..2 year for fix' years, and that de- 
terminable on the life of another ; could any man fay, that 
that was an annuity of fol. a year? Suppoſe | a man had 
| 10001, in trade, and that trade produced a given income, was 
chat income to be fairly conſideredas an income independent 
of capital, or that by taxing it the capital was not taxed? we 
Were ſadly * if we 3 1 for part of that income 
> 8 1 \ 
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was nothing more than the return of the capital, and when« 
ever that income Was taxed, it was taxing part of the capital 
in ies progreſs back again to its owner: This teMfoning ap- 
pn particularly to all thoſe Who had ſhares in AIs, or 
Wld embarked In any hazardous enterpriſe Whatever; und no 
man cculd vote for this meaſure, unleſs he was prepared to 
fay that haz ardbus enterpriſes of all kinds whatever dughe to ; 
de Uiſcouraged in this country. The ſame thing was ap: | 
plicable to the farmer who took. a leaſe of a farm, and laid | 
Saba capital upon agriculture; no man ought to vote for this | 
bill: but he Who thought that the man who improves the ſail 
of the Earth by tillage ought to be diſcouraged, for if his in- 
come ' was taxed, it was, only arreſting his capital in its pro- 
greſs to return to its owner. He was not ſtating: theſe — 
things with any view that the miniſter could alter br anvend | 
any of them, for he believed that the bill was incapable 0 ll 
any alteration. It muſt paſs altogether, or not at all; and 
the more he examined the more he felt it his duty to oppeſo 
this bill. He took a view of the various inequalities" of 
this bill, which he illuſtrated by caſes from the funds, as per- 
ſons had boughit in at a high or a low price, both being charged 
alike by this tax upon income, whereas one man might have 
laid out nearly double the money of the other. He Gbſerved 
alſo, that the caſe of the officers of the army and navy would 
be extremely hard under the preſent meaſure; he had lately 
received à letter from an officer, which ſtated, that he, the 
officer, had no income but his pay, and that Government did 
not pa) him, but Was gow in long arrear to him; this perſon 
would be charged according to\his income, although, in fact, 
he had not fog a long time” received any thing; He aſked _ 
Whether this was juſtice, or any thing like juſtice ? He then 
E to explain what he meant dy the alluſion he made 
ome” time ago to corporations and chureh lands, he wiſhed 
them to be held ſacred; but,” when the whole will or diſpo- 
ſition. of the people us to paſs for nothing, and the neceſſity 
of the ſtate was every thing; when no regard was had to the 
; pro erty of individuals, the caſe of corporations and churehk 
ands, like that of every other property, was altered, and that 
 whieh' under one ſyſtem of finance would have been ſacted, 
cdntinbed no longer fo. He thought that in general mihiſters 
of fate were not byerpaid in their falaries ;* but, if the pros 
. Frugt in firing, was to be thus taken away, he had 'moi 


ruple in ſaying, that for any tiny to have 10,0 0b. 4 yent 
fon Gerernment kor any Tabout he performed way Intoler- 
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able; He obſerved, that this attack upon the property of 
. every. individual of the country put in his thoughts the uppo- 
ſition of taking away one-tefith'of the ſtathre of every man. 
One-tenth of the ſtature of the giant would do very well; He 
would be tall ſtill - one-tenth of the next to him in ſtatute 
would do pretty well alſo, for he would be ſtill equal to the 
middle ſize; but one-tenth taken away off the little man, 
fitted him for nothing but to be ſhown as a rarity at Exeter 
F · 1 + . a 
4 Lord Hawkeſbury defended the principle of the bill, which 
he conſidered as the wiſeſt that ever was adopted in any ſtate; 
not indeed that it was perfect, for that it was not the lot of 
man to produce any thing of that deſcription, but that it 
came nearer to that point than.any thing that ever was yet in- 
vented, and one of the great excellencies of the meaſure was, 
that it tended to keep all mankind in the ſame relative ſitua- 
tion in which they are at preſent ; a thing which a tax upon 
conſumption cannot in the nature of things do. He ſaid, as 
to the obſervations of Mr. Tierney upon taking away'one- 
tenth of the ſtature of each individual, that one deſcriptior: 
was. paſſed over, namely, the dwarf, for he was not at all 
touched by this meaſure ; to apply this, he obſerved that no 
individual was at all affected, if he had not 6ol. a year. 
Sir John Anderſon concurred in every word that had been 
uttered by his worthy colleague and brother Alderman. He 
had alſo conferred with his conſtituents upon this meaſure, 
and every one of them approved of the principle of it, but 
they hoped it would be modified. He took notice of what 
had been ſaid by Mr, Tierney upon the conduct of the city 
of London; he thought the patriotiſm of the citizens of 
London deſerved better treatment. He thought they ſhewed 
their ſpirit in a manner that did them high honour for their 
voluntary contributions, although he did not, ſee the name 
of the hon, Gentleman among them upon that occaſion, - . 
Mr. Tierney ſaid that he had never ſaid any thing againſt 
the citizens of London. He had heard of the patriotiſm of 
the citizens of London, and after the loyalty loan became a 
loſing thing, they came to the Houſe to aſk for a compenſa- 
tion; and he ſhould not wonder if, after this bill be a little 
felt by them, they ſhould be as loud and clamorous againſt 
the meaſure as they were for an indemnity upon the loyalty 
loan. He did not ſubſcribe-in; the city of London to the vo- 
luntary contribution becauſe he could not afford more than 
his aſſeſſed taxes; but there was a gentleman, een 
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be confeſſed, he never could think of without eſteem, a more 
_  bonourable or ſplendid thing was never done by an indivi- 
qual, than was done by that gentleman. - He would indeed 
break in upon the orders of the Houſe, ſo far as to name 
him, he meant Mr. Peele. He rejoiced in the conduct of 
that gentleman, he was an honour to the character of an Eng- 
. iſh merchant. He was glad that this buſineſs of the city of 
London was brought forward; becauſe it gave him an oppor- 
tunity of expreſſing the contempt he had for ſome of the 
Citizens of London, who, to his knowledge, in ſome houſes 
that were worth a million of money, ſubſcribed the ſhabby 
dirty ſum of 1050l; as a voluntary contribution. 
Mr. Fimeon ſupported the Bill. ee OE a 
Mr. Robt. Thornton defended the Citizens of London, as 
well as the mercantile intereſt in general, for the ſpirit with 
which they came forward in defence of their country at this 
important criſis. He admitted, however, that merchants. 
could better afford to be taxed than any other claſs at preſent 
in the community, for they had in this war had the means of 
paying themſelves in many inſtances. He agreed with the 
worthy Alderman who ſaid that all men in trade were doubly 
taxed by this Bill from any thing they ever felt before, but 
that they were willing, and in general very able to bear it. 
He defended the conduct of the e the Loyalty 
Loan; he thought it was natural enough for them to apply 
for ſome remuneration when they loſt fifteen or twenty per 
cent by a bargain ;' however; they had not got any thing by 
their application to that Houſe. . He profeſſed himſelf highly 
delighted at ſeeing the ſpirit with which this meaſure adopted, 
in which, however, he ſhould be glad to ſee ſome modifi- 
. cations in favour of widows,: poor clergymen, &c,,  _ 
p Mi. W. Smith oppoſed. the meaſure in queſtion, in an able 
7 ede Attorney General ſaid a few words in addition to what 
he had advanced concerning the legal difficulties of applying 
this meaſure to any thing but Income. | 85 


Sir G. Page Turner claimed to himſelf the merit of having 
beef the firſt who propoſed to the Houſe a Tax on Income, 
and particularly that ariſing from the Funds; and on that ac- 
Count he could arrogate to himſelf ſome degree of vanity. 
The war could not be carried on without money, a Ns 
was the faireſt way of railing it. But he agreed with an 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Thornton) that there ought to be ſome 
© exemptions in favour of the Ladies. He hoped the Com- 
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mittee would alſo make an, .exefnption/in favour. of-fmall | 
farmers, otherwiſe they. would, be. dale. to raiſe W 
r commodies. WiN 
Ar. U igley made a ſhort reply, in the a af which he 

obſeryed, that if the amendment he propoſed was objeQed 
to, he 1 ould not divide upon it, but he ſhould afterwards. 


| take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon the whole clauſe. 


he Amendment was negatived without a diviſion. -. 1.” - 
he Committee then divided upon the n 


contains the rate of .Impoſt— 


3 (for the Clauſe) 123—Noes 9. | 
1 Houſe being reſumed, the Chairman reported p 
greſs, and obtained leave to ſit again; and at half 


0 clock the Houſe ad) rad. 
nous OF LORDS. 


' WEDNESDAY, DEC. 19. 


The Military Voluntary Service Bill, and UP Scots Small 
Notes Bill were read a'third time, paſled, and ſent. down to 
the Houſe of Conimons. 


The Houſe went into a Committee, on ths Engliſh 3 . 


Nas Bill, and an amendment, as to the duration of the Bill, 


was moved, and agreed to, and inſerted. | The Bill was then 
ted. 


A Bill of Trvame between 7 e 8 and Frames 


Amelia Orton, his now wife; was preſented and read a firſt 


time, The uſual orders were made, according to the 1 80 
lations reſpecting Divorce Bills. 

The Houſe then waited till half paſt ſix for the Bills en- 
pected from the Houſe of Commons, when Mr. Hobart 
brought up and preſented the Land Tax Sale Bill, the 
Loan Bill for three millions, and two private Bills, which 
witty n wand. a haſt time, e N oy 
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©, WEDNESDAY. DEC. 19. 2 
A Fache was preſented on behalf of the Hwa amd in- TY 


'T 
8 


habitants of the City of Rocheſter, praying that a Theatre 
may be allowed to be eſtabliſhed there, &c.—Ordered to be 7h 


ow on the table | 
AP marine was ce on. behalf of ihe Bakers of Loki 
8 | | GOT, don, 
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don, Weſtminſter,” and Southwark, ſtating, that in conſe- 
quence of the great advancement in the price of the neceſ- 
2 articles of life, and above all, the additional duty 
on falt, it became impoſſible for them to ſupport themſelves 
and family in comfort by the allowance of profit that Was 
now made to them; praying that the Houſe would oe 
their caſe into ſerious confideration, and afford them ſuck 

relief as to the Houſe in its juſtice ſhall ſeem meet, —Qr- 
dered to be laid on the table. = | N 


Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up an account of 'the 


Corn exported by order, of the Privy Council 'for the laſt 
year; and alſo an account of all perſons who are detained 
under the authority of the AQ to enable his Majeſty to ſecure 
and detain ſuch perſons as he may ſuſpect to be conſpiring 
againſt his Perfon and Government : commonly called the 
Bill for Suſpending the Habeas, Corpus; together with the 
names of the priſons wherein they have been confined. 
Ordered to be laid on the table. . 
Mr. Secretary Dundas then gave notice that he ſhould the 
next day move for leave to bring in a Bill to continue the 
above Act for a limited time. | 3 
A Meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, that their 
Lordſhips had agreed to the Bill to empower his Majeſty to 
accept the ſervices of ſuch of the Militia as ſhall voluntarily 
offer themſelves to ſerve in Ireland for a time to be limit 
without any amendment: and that they had agreed to the 
Scots Small Note Bill, with ſeveral amendments, to which 
they defired the concurrence of the Houſe. | 
Mr. Tierney ſaid, that in conſequence of a motion of a 

friend of his, a paper was laid before the Houſe, which did 
not convey to him all the information he wanted upon the 
ſubject to which it referred: he meant the return of Staff- 
Officers. In the return he found the ſum of 1008]. charged 
for the Staff of the City of London, a ſum which he cer- ' 
tainly thought was great. He was not converſant in- this 
matter, and perhaps he was only expoſing his own igno- 
rance; however, he ſhould move, that there be laid before 
the Houſe an account of the General Staff Officers of Great 
Britain for the laſt five years, diſtinguithing each year; 
Tpecifying the rank of each officer, the date of his appoint- 
ment, the amount of his pay, and the diviſion of the Kings 
dom in which he has been employed. -Qrdexzed, \ 
The Report of the Committee on the Neutral Ships 
Trade Bill was received, and the Bill ordered to engroſſed, 
and read a third time the next day. een 
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tay 7 the th hind reading ng of th the. Three Millions Loan Kill, 
which was read a third time.; — Paed. 
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"Mr, Habari brought: up.the,x report of becom mittee upon 
bt E dill for regulating the. conveyance of — in neutral 

. 5 and alſo. for regulating.trade with the Cape of Good 
Hope : : agreed to, and ordered that. Fe. bill * od e 
8 next e. if then engroſſed. VB 2 
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m Mi Lap e that the 38th of the preſent Kin TY 
1, de read, which being done pro forma, he obſerved, that, 
this act was to provide that a duty be impoſed on — 93 
to uſe armorial bearings. His object now was to move for 
leave to bring in a bill. to extend 1 time limited by that 
Ac to take ph certificates. The Houſe would * that 
this act paſſed at a late period in the laſt ſeſſion, when many 
emen were out of town. He was ſatisßed that. there 
was a great number of perſons who have not taken theit cer- 
| tificates, not with any intention of evading. the duty, but 
merely from inadvertency; and that they would take the 
but now, but that they were afraid of i incurring penalties 5 
not having done it ſooner; he thexefore moved, that leave be 
given to bring in a bill for allowing further time to perſons 
to take out certificates for the wearing or uſe of armorial 
bearings or enſigns, in purſuance of the laid ae e. 


„ 147" ne "EAND TAX REDEMPTION BILL. r 


"On reading the order of the day upon the bil for amending 
9 land tax ſale, or redemption act. al 
Sir John Sinclair aſked, whether there was an per BP of- 
the expence of carrying this act into execution, or if. ob 


© Whether there was hea eſtimate of the Tax toro likely 10 
incurred 4% Y 


The Chancellor of the Extbeguer ſaid, that a motion to that 
fe was made ſome time ago; the account was forthcom- 
„ but the. Houſe muſt be aware that the accounts could 
only be collected from the different perſons: throughout the 
country employed to carry the act into TN that 
A, Was impolite to obtain it yet. 


* W boing p put, W 235 bill be gow read 2 ne 
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Sir John Sinelair faig, that he felt the ſtrongeſt -repugriance 
to this bill when it was introduced—thoſe: objections had not 
| been removed; but, however, it was not his intention no to. 


detain the nouſe with obſervations on the general policy of the 
bill; but as there were ſome points of con{iderable importane 
not only in this bill, but alſo in that which was conneQtedawi 
it, he meant the tax upon income, he could not ſuffer the 
portunity of making ſome' obſervations to paſs; becauſe if the 
plan for the redemption of the land tax had been eſtabliſhed or 
proper principles, and had been carried properly into PI 
there would have been no occaſion for the prefent projected 
tax upon income. Ever ſince the plan for the redemption e 
the land tax had been thought of, he was of opinion that the 
land tax ſhould be ſold for ready money, and; it would have 
produced the ten millions which the Miniſtet propoſes to raiſe 
by the tax upon income, and would ſuperſede the neceflity of 
chat tax. He could not ſee any poſſible objection to the mea- 
ſure of ſelling the land tax for ready money if it. was to be ſold 
at all; and he thought that this bill ought to be ſuſpended fr 
the putpoſe of conſidering whether the meaſure he propoſed 
was practicable of not. e e e 
Ulle owned he felt ſtrong objections to the meaſure now before 
che Houſe, becauſe the Houſe would, by adopting it, throw 
away a great reſource, which might be employed to the public 
advantage. His reaſon for it was this: that this plan was not 
new, for he had it in his mind many years when he 'at- 
tended more to financial /ſubjects than he wit of late. He 
had then thought, and he ſlill thought, that the land:tax migh 
be fold for upwards of 30 years pureliaſe, but the object of tlie 
Miniſter was to ſacrifice the real and ſolid intereſt of this coun- 
try to the ideal advantages of it, that was to depreſs the landed 
property and to raiſe up the ſtockholder. - There was no man 
who wiſhed more than he did to fee the Rack high, but he did 
not with to ſee that at the expence of the landed iutereſt of this 
country; he neither wiſhed to ſee that . intereſt ſacrificed, of 
retarded-for any purpoſe whatever. That the meaſure now be- 
fore the Houſe, produced that effect might be {cen already. He! 
defired any who doubted it to look into the condition of th 
country. If they would examine, they would fad tlicre were 
_ this ſeſſion fewer bills for the improvement of land than Rad 
deen obſerved in any ſeſſion for many yenis paſt; the neglec 
of the improvement of the land was the conſequenee of the 
meaſure which the Houſe was no purſuing, for if gentlemen 
were called upon to redeeti their land tax, and to defray otlier 
keayy expences, they could not ſpare money fax the impłòbe· 
n | | AR ment 
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ment of land; Tbe conſequence of this meaſure was to make 
_ every gentleman farmer —— and inſtead off 
being a eee he would become a proptietor of 


funds. Such was the bfſect of the bill of laſt ſeſſion and of 


this ; and gentlemen, inſtead of inereaſing their knowledpe''of 
Agriculture, they increafed their knowledge of ſtock-jobbing; 

and he ſhould not be aſtoniſhed if: the Board of 3 5 
was to be removed to Lloyd's Coffee-houſe, or to Change- 
Perhaps a few eaſtic. ſimpletons would * this mea- 
ore, but, under ſuch q ſyſtem as the preſent, for 2. general oo 
operation for the improvement of the country, there was no 


hope. The landed intereſt, he thould have hoped, would have 


known too much to have been taken in this way; they can 
only gain five per cent. for their capital under this meaſure, 
whereas, by the due culture of their land, they might gain from 
ſeven to ten pet cent. On theſe grounds he ſelt it his duty to- 

oppoſe the bill, for oy, i enn of chis Ry 1 
been ſacriſiced. 

Mr. Ryder e on the 5060 4 on 1 which che << 
nourable Baronet oppoſed the meaſure now-before the Houſe.” 
The Honourable + Bot he ſaid, ſeemed to with that this bill 

might be delayed until the ſale of the land tax for ready money, 
was effected. This delay would produce a fingular effect; it 
would produce all the evils which were preſented to the imagi- 
uations of thoſe gentlemen who-oppoſed this meaſure. laſt year, 
without producing any of the advantages expected by its friends 
to be derived hol it. But with what view was this delay pro-" 
poſed? For the ſake of finding out ſome method which was to 
have the immediate effect of raiſing 10 millions for the ſupply 
of the year and yet the Honourable Baronet ſaid that none 
would purchaſe the land tax except a few-ruſtic ſimpletons, he 
neverihleſs expected them to be ready to give 30 years pur- 
chaſe for it with ready money. He ſhould have been happy 
to hear the-Honourable Baronet prove this, inftead of letting it 
reſt upon his aſſertion, reſpectable as that might he for it cer-" 
. tainly ſeemed odd that perſons ſhould be ready to give a double 
ſum in ready money for that which they might purchaſe 5 

credit. a IT 
The t bad expre ed ſome erben e 


that in conſequence of the bill now — the Houſe, farmers * 


_ would turn ſtock- jobbers; he was not apprebenſive of any ſuch 
change; but if . gentlemen who had paid great attention 
to agriculture ſhould hereafter turn their minds to the funds 


| * r e 2 2 eee. 
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the public, ſinge the Preſident of the Hoa 1. Controul 2 
become. ſo able a fanancier. 

Sir Jahn Smclair (aid, that he did not — that. a. - 
lions could be raiſed by the ſale of the land tax, under the 
preſent ſyſtem nothing like 30 years purchaſe would be given 
for the land tax; eighteen, years, was perhaps the higheſt, but 


he, meant his abſeryations upon 30 yeats purchaſe to apply ta a 


very different ſyſtem. from the preſent. He had ſeen it ſtated 
years ago, that the land tax might be ſold for 30 years 

| 3 5 and that would produce ten millions, and ſuperſede 
the neceſlizy. of the preſent. tax upon income. If a plan, was 
adopted that was ſufficiently, fa e to the landed Gentle- 
men, he had no doubt but that the: 73 find the money, but 
not under the preſent miſerable ſyſtem of the Miniſter. 
Mr. Shaw Lefevre avowed, bimſelf to be one of the ruſtic 
ſimpletons deſcribed, by the Honourable Baronet ;, he was not, 
however, ſorry, for it. He then took ſome notice of the queſ · 


tion of expence of carrying this act into execution; he believed 


it was conſidetable; it had been ſtated at a; million. he WY 
thought it would nat amount to one fiftly of that ſum. 4 

Mr. Elliſin ſaid a few words, and Mr. Lefevre explained... 

Mr. Buxton obſerved, that the N of this act was e 
to extend the benefits of the former one. 

The bill was read&-a«third time. 

The Chancdlor of the E wehaquer then 1 uced a great n nom 
ben of Clauſes, which were all read and agreed to. . 

On the queſtion, that the bill do paſs,” 

Sir V. Geary ſaid, he did not riſe. to oppoſe che * of 
this bill, but ſor a very great and important purpoſe; to ſpeak 
to the order of the proceedings of that Houſe.” He had 00 0 
a vaſt number of elauſes introduced after the thitd readin 
this and many other hills. When friſt he conceived a — 2 
become one of the repreſentatives of the people of England in 
Parliament, his firſt ohject was to preſerve and to hand down to 
N the practical excellence of the Conſtitution of Eng- 
land, as it had been tranſmitted to us by our anceſtors, in doing 
which he could not forget the ignportance of the forms of pro- 
ceeding in the Houſe of Commons; they were all eſtabliſhed 


* 


for the wiſe purpoſe of affording time for deliberation; and to en- 


able the Houſe to correct the errors of the Executive Govern- 
ment. It was in the Committee, and in the-Commintee only, 

that clauſes ought to be canlidered, for that was the ſtage allot» 
ted to them; it was higbly improper, inaſmuch as it * in- 


conſiſtent with. deliberation that a great number of clauſes 


ſhould- be added in a few minutes, after the third read ng of a 
Vor. I. "IV | KK ERR} bill. 
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bill. He did not fay this from an idea that the Miniſter had 
introduced any clauſes that were improper into the preſent bill; 


he roſe only to ſay that the practice was become much too 


common, and ſhould be diſcontinued, "|_— 


The Speaker faid, he felt himſelf called upon to ſay a few 


words in conſequence of what had fallen from the hon. Gen- 
tleman; it certainly was defirable that every propoſition made 
in that Houſe ſhould paſs through all the 11 which the 
wiſdom of our anceſtors had declared to be neceſſary, in order 


to afford every member an opportunity of delivering his ſenti- 


ments upon it: if, however, gentlemen . 8 that it was an 
invaſion of the old and eſtabliſhed practice of the Houſe to pro- 
poſe clauſes on the report, or after the third reading of a bill, 
that imagination was erroneous; the practice of bringing up 


clayſes after the report, or the third reading, ought undoubt- 


edly to be watched with jealouſy ; and in ſuch ſtages no clauſe 
ought to be propoſed that tended to make any material altera- 
tion in the bill. Such clauſes as tended to facilitate the execu- 
tion of the purpoſes of the bill, and to carry into effect more 
conveniently thoſe meaſures which the Houſe had approved of, 
were not liable to objection either on the report or after the 
third reading ; but any clauſe that redes any novelty in 
point of ſubſtance into the bill, after it had paſſed the Com- 
mittee, ought not to be acceded to. He obſerved, however, 


that in the preſent caſe no clauſe had been offered that was of 'a 


nature inconſiſtent with the tenor of the bill, and therefore did 
not call for the interference of the Houſe. The Houſe, how- 
ever, would not be prevented from exerciſing a watchful jea- 
louſy over every clauſe that was propoſed to be added to a bill 


after the report. It was a jealouſy that was quite conſiſtent” 


with the duty of the Houſe. <0 
Sir . Geary ſaid, he did not mean to deny the propriety of 
the practice in ſome caſes, but he objected to the extremity to 
Which it had been puſhed of late in many caſes. _ | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was perfectly com- 


petent to any member, if he found in any clauſe a ſyllablethat 


he difapproved, to oppoſe the clauſe after the third reading of 


the bill, as well as if it was propoſed in a Committee, He was 


in the recollection of thoſe who heard the clauſes, and he ap- 
pealed to them io fay whether any one of the clauſes he had 
propoſed that night was inconſiſtent with the general ſcope of 
the bill: he was entitled then to ſay that, however true the ge- 
neral doctrine laid down that night might be, it might as well 
be ſaid of any other meaſure as of that which was now in the 


the Speaker's hand. x 
F Sir 


* 
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Sir M Pulteney agreed ta every thing that had been ſaid of 
the neceſlity of watching with a jealous eye every clauſe, that 
was propoſed after the report. The committee was undoubt- 
edly the ſtage for the diſcuſſion of clauſes; and from the prac- 
tice of receiving them on the report, or after the third reading, 
the Houſe might be very much impoſed upon. He did not at- 
tend to the clauſes which were propoſed that night; he could; 
not underſtand them if he had attended, for the noiſe would. 
have made that impoſſible; however, he took it for granted that 
they were, as the Speaker had ſtated them, agreeable to the te- 
nour of the bill, But this introduction of the clauſes after the 
committee was over was a very bad practice, and ought to be 
checked; for which purpoſe perhaps it would not be a bad ex- 
pedient to make an order, that no clauſes ſhould be received 
after a bill had paſſed a committee, unleſs there was at leaſt a 
day's notice of an intention to produce them. bis 
S:r ,. Geary ſaid, that if he or any other member objected 
to any one of the clauſes now brought up, he would not have 
had the ſame opportunity of debating it as he would have had 
in the committee. 3 0 | | 
The Speaker obſerved, that many of the moſt experienced. 
members of the Houſe had ſtated to him the great inconve- 
niences that aroſe from the manner in which bills are diſcuſſed 
upon a re-commitment. Indeed he was aware that Gentlemen | 
felt the confuſion and embarraſſment to be almoſt endleſs in | 
ſome caſes. This appeared to him to be capable of remedy. | 
The mode was now to print a bill when it was ordered to be 
re-committed, in the ſame manner as if it was printed without 
a view to its being re-committed, that is, the bill and amend- 
ments were printed diſtinctly from each other, and when they 
came to be diſcuſſed on the re-commitment, the amendments *' 
were all referred to, inſtead of following it in order; theſe re- 
ferences created great embarraſſment ; to remedy which- he 
ſubmitted, that inſtead of making references to the amend- 
ments, the bill with the amendments ſhould be printed alto- 
b in the ſame manner as if the order made for printing 
ad been made before the ſecond reading, in order that the 
Houſe might ſee the Whole bill and amendments as they actu- 
ally ſtood, inſtead of making references to the e 
This he only ſuggeſted as one way of obviating much difficulty. 
The bill was then paſſed. 3 | | 


= 


( ² Es 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of the day 
for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole 


I 
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.. Houſe, to conſider further of the Income Bil}, The Houſe 1 re- 
. folveditſelf into a committre. 

Mr. #7%zleyobjeRted to the ks which” extended” the pro- 
viſtons of the bill to ſuch perſons as might have gone out of 
the country for any temporary. purpoſe; In his opinion it was 
extremely hard that thoſe perſons ſhould be liable to the penal- 
ties of the bill, merely becauſe a notice might have been left at 
their laſt alace of reſidence previous to their departure. 

Tpbe Chancellor of the Exchequer could by no means coincide 
in the opinion of the learned gentleman, for he could ſee no- 
thing like a bardſhip in calling for the comributions of thoſe 
who poſſeſſed wealth in the country, whereſoever they might 
be in perſon, eſpecially as theit temporary abſence right be o- 
caſioned by the purſuit of ſome gainful object. 

Colonel Mod urged nearly the fame objection, and the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer adhered to his tormer reafon for 


not thinking the objection admiſſible. 

The clauſe was then put and agreed to. 

The Chancellor of the Zxchequer.next roſe al faid, that as 
the next clauſe reſpected the appointment of the commithoners 
who were to he entruſted with the execution of the bill, he 
would, before the committee proceeded further in the conſide- 
ration. of the clauſes, take the ꝓteſent oppottunity of alluding 
to certain regulations which, upon a reconſideration of the bu- 
ſineſs, he thought it might be expedient to introduce into the 
enquiry it might be neceſſary to make into mercantile pro- 
perty. Theſe regulations were ſuggeſted to him by the infor- 
mation he bad received that morning from a number of gen- 
tlemen who had the ſucceſs of the meaſure now before the 
committee extremely at heart, and who aſſured him that the 
adoption of thoſe regulations would not only remove the objec- 
tions ariſing from the diſcloſure of mercantile accounts, but 
would alſo conſiderably contribute to improve the bill, by ſe- 
curing the collection of the revenue, while it effeQually avoid- 
ed the ultimate publicity of the private concerns of commer- 
eial men. With reſpect to the other denominations of pro- 
perty, he did not ſee that the ſame reaſon exiſted for propoſing 
any new regulations. The general mode already adppted in 
the bill was, in his opinion, fully adequate to thoſe purpoſes; 
but by the mode which he had to propoſe for aſcertaining the 


amount of commercial property, an opportunity would be firſt 


afforded to the ſurveyor and the commiſſioners to examine into 
the ſtatement of property delivered in; it next gave an oppor- 
tunity to the commiſſioners of calling for a ſchedule, if they 
Dons deem it neceſlary ; and! ir then furniſhed a ſubſe quent 


opportunity 


* 
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opportunity to the ſurveyor, after having duly heard evidence, 
to proceed to the ordinary mode of collecting the tax. Here, 
however, it would be neceſſary to impoſe ſome teſtrictions on 
the powers granted to the ſurveyors. 'The' firſt modification, 
therefore, - which it might be proper to adopt was, -'that- aſche- 
dule ſhould not be inſiſted on at the mere pleaſure and ſuggeſ- 
tion of the ſurveyor, who fhould not be warranted in calling 
for the ſchedule, unleſs the major part of the commiſhoners, 
_ after duly examining into the ſtate ment of income voluntarily 
given in, ſhould judge it neceſſary to have a ſchedule pro- 
duced, The next modification he would propoſe, which would 
remove a material objection, was, that the ſurveyor ſhould not 
be preſent at the examination of the ſchedule, ſhould it be 
ealled for by a majority of the commiſſioners, though afterwards 
it would be neceſſary to acquaint the ſurveyor wick the reſult 
of the examination, in order to enable him to perform his duty. 
By adopting this ſpecial mode, and applying it to the alcertain- 
ment of cominercial income, the defired ſecrecy would be com- 
pletely obtained. For inſtead of returning the ſtatement | of 
their income immediately to the ſurveyor or aſſeſſor, the com- 
mercial parties concerned might ſend it in fecretly to the com- 
miſſionets, which would prevent its paſſing through the medium 
of a common aſſeſſor. He had moreover - to propoſe, that in 
_ order to facilitate the buſineſs of the -ommifſſioners,. a, certain 
number of aſſiſtants ſhould be appointed in each diſtrict out of 
the mercantile body, to whom the commiſſioners might refer the 
ſchedules delivered in to them, and to whoſe opinion they 
might have recourſe, in order to aſcertain the ſituation of the 
parties, and examine into the ſum charged upon them, to ſee 
how far it coincided with the ſtatement voluntarily delivered in. 
Should tie commercial aſſiſtants pronounce the ſum charged 
by the aſſeſſor not to exceed what he was juſtified in charging, 
then the aſſeſſor would be empowered to infift upon the pro- 
duction of the ſchedule; but not ſo unleſs it was the opinion 
of the major part of the commiſſioners that the ſchedule ſhould 


be produced, The commercial aſſiſtants entruſted with theſe 


powers, ſhould be tied down under an oath of ſecrecy, and 
therefore all publicity would be avoided, and no diſcloſure of 
private circumſtances made but to gentlemen of a different de- 
ſeription from the ſurveyors, engaged in commercial purſuits, 
and equally intereſted with themſelves in concealing their pro- 
ceedings. In the next place, to prevent the refult of the final 
judgment of the commiſſioners tranſpiring and becoming public, 
by returning to the ſurveyors the amount of the ſum the parties 
concerned were adjudged to pay, a fecret book ſhould be kept bY | 
* [+ ” ; , ö ; c by t e , 
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commiſſioners, with numbers correſponding to the names of 


the different parties, while thoſe parties ſhould be at liberty | 
through themſelves or their agents to pay into the Bank of 
England, or to the receiver general, the ſum in which they 
were, aſſeſſed. The parties after wards, on the production of a 
certificate to the ſpecial commiſſioners, that the ſum in which 
their numbers were aſſeſſed, had been paid, ſhould have their 
names Written off by the commiſſioners. But in caſe of non- 
payment after a certain time, the commiſſioners ſhould be em- 
powered to open the ſecret book, and to proceed by public 
proceſs to recover payment from the parties ſo failing. For 
the ſuggeſtion of theſe improvements he was particularly in- 
debted to gentlemen much experienced in commercial con- 
ccrns, who recalled to his recollection how this very mode 
| had been ſucceſstully practiſed in a buſineſs of a far more 
delicate nature than the preſent. What he alluded to, was 
the ſecret aid granted by Parliament, in 1793, to many reſ- 
ble commercial gentlemen, who 5 bones under 
2 temporary embarraſiment. 

The diſclofure of their fituation ; the degree of aid they 
each ſolicited; and the nature of the ſecurity given by them 
for ſuch aid, were communicated only to perſons in fimilar 
circumſtances with themſelves, and to ſuch as it was then pro- 
poſed to make ſomething of a ſimilar difcloſure : it never 
then tranſpired who were the individuals that received the aid; 
or to what extent it was granted to them. By adoptingin 
the preſent meaſure a like mode of proceeding, mercantile 
men mult feel that they were entirely relieved from all dread - 

of bringing publicity on their private concerns, or diſclolj ng 
the ſtate of their property. Thus much he thought it neceſ- 
ſary to throw out reſpecting the intended regulations; of 
which he would enter into a more detailed explanation when 
the particular clauſes containing them came regularly under 
diſcuſſion. | 
Colonel Mead approved, in a great 8 of this im- 

proved plan; but he thought it would be ſtill more perfect, 
if it were made more general, and if all commercial men, 
as well as others, were compelled to balance their books up- 
on a certain day every year, and declare the amount of their . 
ofits. | 
7. Alderman Curtis highly approved of the propoſed re- 
gulations, and was ready to do every thing in his power to give 
them effect; he was confident, that they might be enforced 
with the utmoſt ſecrecy, for he had the honour of being 00 
ö 
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of the Commilſroners in the buſineſs of 1793, alluded | to by 
His right honourable Friend, and from his nn knowledge, 
he could . ſay, that it had completely anſwered its pro- 

ed obje e 

N J. H. Browne ſaid, he was happy that nee 
gentlemen were ſo ſatisfied. with the modifications Which 
were to be propoſed ; but he could not help obſerving, at the 
ſame time, that it appeared to him to be making a great con. 


ceſſion in favour of that claſs of men. | He ſhould' be glad to 


accommodate commercial men as much as pollible, but he 
was bound alfo to take care of the intereſts of others, and he 
was afraid that, by theſe conceſſions, the ener operation of 
the meaſure would be weakened. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer wiſhed to fave the time of 
the Committee by again ſtating his former obſervations, that 
no ſchedule ſhould be required, unleſs a great majority of 
the Commiſſioners agreed that it ought to be produced. Th 
would take care that the ground upon which it was called 
for, ſhould be grave and weighty enough to induce their 
aſſent, - 

Mr. Fones wiſhed to know whether, if rhe Commili ioners 


divulged the ſecret and violated their oath, they ſhould be 


indictable for perjury? 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that this was not 
the moment for anſwering that queſtion. He was. ready, 
however, ſo far to ſatisfy the hon. Gentleman as to tell him 


that the oath in queſtion was a promiſſory oath, and that as 


ſuch, in the nature of our Jaws, it did not make thoſe who | 


' violated it indictable for perjury. 


Mr. Jones contended that it ſhould be viewed in the light 
of a contentious oath. 
Sir Francis Baring objected to the powers entruſted to the 
office of Surveyor; they were entirely new, and if added to 
the powers granted laſt year, would probe inordinate. He 


* wiſhed to ſee: them defined by a particular clauſe; it was 


alſo his deſire that the ſtatements given in by commercial 
houſes ſhould be given in in the name of the general con- 
cern, and not individually by each partner, and that the pri- 
vate property of each A ſhould be diſtinguiſted from 
the aha of the trade. 

— The Chairman, Mr. Sheith, here ſuggeſted the ropriety 
of confining themſelves to the clauſe now before 1 the Com- 
- mittee, which he again read. | 

Mr. Tierney laid, he did not diſapprove of the new modifi- 
5 - Cations 1 
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cations : he merely roſe to aſk the right hon. Gentleman if 
he meant to move that the Bill ſhould be printed with the 
,amendments,. report progreſs, and aſk leave to fit again. 
This would afford an opportunity of conſidering the clauſes 
reſpecting the mode of aſſeſſing the mercantile and other in- 
tereſts, and Gentlemen would ſee whether they could agree 
to them. He was ſpeaking for the accommodation of the 
Houſe; but one point he mult not overlook. On a former 
evening a worthy Alderman (Luſhington) ſaid, that no de- 
ſcription of men could be more ready to aſſiſt Government, 
even to the laſt ſhilling, than the commercial intereſt; but 
now this intereſt was to be diſtinguiſhed by peculiar immu- 
nities, was to become its own afleflor, by having Commiſ- 
ſioners ſelected from its own body, while the gentlemen of 
landed eſtate were to be dragged: through the dirt, and their. 
property ſubjected to the. inſpection of Commiſſioners, in a 
great meaſure aliens to their body. It could not be ſaid that 
the patriotiſm of the city was long lived, it had laſted only 
twenty-four hours, For (contradicting his hon. colleague) 
a worthy Alderman (Curtis) near him, aſſured the Com- 
mittee that he approved of the new ſcheme, yet the mer- 
chants of the city of London were to ſacrifice their lives and 
fortunes to proſecute a war to which they were then only. 
tio contribute what they pleaſe. - SHY OE ne 
The Chancellor of the £x:hequer obſerved, that there was 
a degree of candour in the gl part of the hon. Gentleman's 
ſpeech, which the latter part did not betray. It certainly 
was his intention to propoſe that the additional clauſes ſhould. 
be printed, and he had no doubt but that they would be found 
calculated to remedy the inconvenience of diſcovery to com- 
mercial men, an inconvenience which did not apply to gen- 
tlemen of landed property, and that by granting them this 
convenience, the meaſure itſelf, ſo far from being weaken- 
ed, would be improved, and the collection increaſed, The 
hon. Gentleman had expreſſed a wiſh to have theſe clauſes 
rinted, from a diffidence in his own abilities, a diffidence for 
Which there certainly was no: foundation. It ſo happened, 
| however, that this-diffidence was of not near fo long a dura- 
tion as he had ſuppoſed the liberality of the city to exiſt, for 
in leſs than five minutes after ihe hon. Gentleman had ex-_ 
preſſed this diffidence in his own abilities, he, either relapſing 
into, or deviating from his natural temper, felt himſelf war- 
ranted in decidirig upon thoſe very clauſes which he before 
Vas apprehepſive he did pot underſtand, . The hon, Gentle- 
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man ſeemed to think that the worthy Alderman ſeemed to act 


in conſequence of a kind of rotation. 


ow, among the va- 


rious articles of luxury in which the hon. Gentleman was in- 
ferior to Aldermen, he certainly did not enjoy the luxury of 
this ſpecies of rotation, for he was obliged to contend alone. 
He was obliged to do all the duty by himſelf, and to ſhift his 


attacks as occaſion e ä 
to think that the clauſe 


he hon. Gentleman ſeemed 
s which he had announced to the com- 


mittee were ſuggeſted in conſequence of ſomething that had 
happened this morning; now the fact was, that had he not 
been deprived of an opportunity the preceding day by there 
being no Houſe, he would have then brought forward the re- 
gulations he now propoſed ; but from information he had re- 
ceived- that morning, and from the delay that was afforded 
him; he was happy to ſay that he could now bring them for- 
ward in a more regular and better digeſted ſtate; which per- 
haps he could not have done with equal effect the preceding 
He could not fee: that the prefent Was a moment: for 
reporting progreſs ; on the contrary, he thought the beſt way 


day. 


was now to go into the clauſes. The new clauſes migh 


t then 


be as open for diſcuſſion, as thoſe now printed. It was in- 
deed his intention that the bill ſhould be reprinted, but it was 


alſo his wiſh that no time ſhould be loſt, but 
ion might take place on the report. 
Mr. Tierney, in explanation, faid, that it were as well 


that the diſcuſ- 


that 


the right hon. Gentleman had not mentioned the circumſtance 
of there being no Houſe the preceding day. Thoſe who were 
in ſuch a hurry to paſs the bill before the Chriſtmas holidays, 
ſhould doubtleſs have been in their places at four o'clock, 
while thoſe who oppoſed that hurry might be permitted to 
come down a few minutes after; only thirty-fix Gentlemen 
however thought proper to attend on a buſineſs of ſuch 


weighty importance, and whi 
ried into effect without delay. 
_ - Mr. Alderman Luſhington begged leave to fay a word 
ſuppor 


ch they pretended ſhould be car- 


- 
* 


t of his conſiſtency, which he truſted was as evident as 
that of the hon. Gentleman, (Mr. Tierney.) All he had faid 
was, that he and his conſtituents approved the principle of 
the bill, but that he had ſtrong objections to particular parts 
of it, which he truſted would be done away, as he felt par- 
ticular ſatisfaction at the explanation given by the right hon. 


25 the Chancellor of the Exch 
perfectly conſiſtent. 


= 


* 


Mr. Ir ilbenforce was of opinion that the ſevere an 


Vor. I. 1798. 


e 


equer; in all this he hoped he wass 


imadver- 


= 


„ WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS: Con 
* of the hon. Gentleman (Mr. | Tierney), on thoſe whon 
he thought ſhould. not have failed in making a Houſe, cop] 
be intended only to injure the character of Parliament. At | | 
the hon. Genileman had ſat half ſo long in Parliament as he 
had, he would have known that the very circumſlance,of the | 
importance of the meaſure might be the reaſon of there not 
being a full attendance at four o'clock. . For Gentlemen ex- 
pecting an important diſcuſion, might wait for that refreſh+ 
ment which was May neceſſary in caſe of a long de- 
bate. 
Mr. IW igley called to order, and ſaid, that theſe obſeryations 
were foreign to the bufineſs before the committee. 
Lord Hawkeſbury alſo called to order, and wiſhed to KNOW 
what was the queſtion before the Houſe ? 
The Chairman ſaid, there was no queſtion. before the come 
mittee, but he, was now going to read the clauſes. | 
Sir N. Pulteney contended that the regulations now pro- 
poſed in fayour of commercial men put the bill altogether in 
a new light; it was not, therefore, wrong to enter upon the 
diſeuſſion of it, when its whole ſyſtem and tenor ſeemed to 
be changed. 8 
Mr. IWagley . that this clauſe ought to be poſty 
poned ; on which a converſation aroſe on the point of order, 
when it was decided, that it was neceſlary, in the firſt Places. f 
to diſpoſe regularly of the clauſes of the bil. 
Upon the clauſe for regulating the functions of Surveyor, 
Mr. Tierney ſuggeſted, that the commiſſioners ſhould have 
| the power of diſcharging him, in caſes where he was offici- MY 
ous and A in his ſurcharges. It had happened laſt 
ear, e county of Lincoln, that a Surveyor had occa- 
2 much vexation and trouble by ſurcharges, - which 
were after wards all diſcharged by the Commiſſioners. 

Lord Hawkeſbury ſaid, that the very caſe alluded to, proved, 
that if ſuch an abuſe exiſted, there already was. a diſpoſition 
to correct it. The Guxveyns in the county of Lincoln was 
refuſed. He alſo oppoſed the clauſe, becauſe it had a ten- 
deney to hold up the Surveyors. to the public as odious cha- 

racters. 

The Solicitor General agreed that the Surveyar i in queſtion 
had been very troubleſome and impertinent,; but it was true 
alfo that many perſons had been found out by his means, not 
to have paid their due proportion of taxes. 

Mr. Plumer aſked whether it wa intended that the Com 
miſſioners under this Act ſhould re eive any ſalarx. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer e 85 , that undoubtedly 


l 
/ 


experiment might induce hitm to do che; for Hlthoigh there 
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the trouble to which this act would" put the Commiſſioners, 
deſerved remuneration; at the ſame time; it was not his in- 


tention to propoſe any allowance of ſalary; and he doubted. 


not but that. independent of every peenniary emolument; 
they would do their beſt endeavours for ol rey of the n_ 
N. 60 1 


Mr. De thanked the riahrhawhurdts: Gentleman for 


his fair and explicit anſwer, weew erer my declared LOOP 
perfectly fatished., | 

The clauſe was negatived. 5 * „en 919 

An amendment was likewiſe uc to > ds elaute reſ pefting 
this powers of the Surveyor, by which the Commiſſioners are 
left to judge, whether they are to proceed to iſſue any precept 
upon the ſurcharge: made by the Surveyor; and to conſider 
and to examine the reaſons he had for making it, and decide 
| 1 =, 5 | Po 30! 07 7: "YR 

Upon this point ſome converſation todk 'place between Sir 
W illiam Pulteney, and the Chancellor ef the Exthequer. The 
former ſaid, that the amendment now propoſed, had made 
a very material alteration in the bill; which, in its original 
ſtate, conferred a very dangerous and oppreſliy ve power on the 


. - Turveyor to 8 any perſon he choſe, by calling upon him 


" a ſürcharge ive a ſtatement of his affairs. 
The ape the Exchequer ſaid, "that if ſuch an alter- 
ation (certainly material; but perfectly conſiſtent with the 
ſpirit of the meaſure) had reconeiled the hon. Baronet to the 
bill, how could he juſtify the inflammatory: language he had 
| uſed reſpeQing it, when he ſaid it applied whips and | feourges 
to the people of this country. 

Sir William Pulteney ſaid, he wanted none of the eight Sogn 
Wenttemen s aſſiſtance to defend his conſiſtency. He was not 
een to retract a word of what he a ſaid of the bill ih 

ſhape it was firſt brought forward. + & 1008 


Mr. //1gley oppoſed that" part of we bil which Empowered 


the commiſſioners to call for x ſchedule yan Faun m. 
ment of a man's cifeumſtances.. 

Mr. Tierney likewiſe oppoſed this nat He mid, hat 
before ſuch violent means were uſed, the right hon. Gentle- 
man might try whit mildnefs would do. Even laſt year's 


might have been evaſion, yet * part of the ſum eſtima- 
ted had been obtained. It would be better to try to raiſe even 


3 of this ſum without calling for ſuch diſcloſure. | 
bo L FA 2 Koz, 


The 
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The Chancellor the Exchequer ſaid, that to do what the 
hon. Gentleman recommended, would be to enable thoſe who 
were unwilling to contribute to eſcape, while it would ! 
the burden on thoſe-who in other caſes had evinced a diſpo- 
ſition: to contribute to the public exigencies- A conſiderable 
ſum might certainly be raiſed without reſorting to the means 
propoſed by the bill; but a ſum falling very ſhort indeed of 
what was intended to be raiſed by the bill, or what was ne- 
ceſſary for the public ſervice. The proviſions, if adopted, 
were not ſtronger than the neceſſity of the caſe required, and 
without them, the evaſions which were notoriouſly practiſed 
hitherto, could never be obviated. There was a material dif- 
ference between a partial. diſcloſure made to a certain ſet of 
ſelect perſors, and a diſcloſure made public to the world: 
feeling of the proviſions as he did, he muſt Certainly preſs their 
e in the committee. 
TPbe committee then divided upon the ae enabling the | 
commiſſioners to call for the diſcloſure. 
For the en - - go 
Lgainſt it 

On the clauſe which provides hatia an 1 ſhall be al- 
lowed from the deciſion of the commiſſioners to other com- 
miſſioners, and that the appeal ſhall be allowed to the ſurveyor, 
as well as to the per ſon charged, a warm debate aroſe, in which 
the Chancellor f the Exchequer, the Solicitor. General, Mr. Si- 
meon, Mr. Percival, Mr. York, and others, ſupported the 
_ clauſe, and conſidered it as only a queſtion like of civil ſuit, 
and granting a new trial; and Mr. We:yley, Mr. Weſtern, and 
Sir . 8 oppoſed it, and conſidered the allowance of ap- 

| to the furveyor like giving an accuſer the power of hav- 
ing a man tried a ſecond time for a crime of which he had 
been acquittedʒ for although, in ſtrictneſs of language, it was 
not a crime that a man as accuſed of when he was charged 


with having given in a falſe account of his income; yet, as it 


involved his characesasa man of honour or of morality, the 
charge partook of the nature of à criminal charge. 
Mr. Tiemey likened the proviſign to ſome of. thoſe reſorted * 
to in France, during ( the infamous reign, of Robe ſpierre!ꝰ 
/ He averred that the ſurveyors were placed i in the ſituation of 
the French public accuſer; and that the ſecond ſet of com- 
miſſioners to hom appeals were to be made, were placed 
preciſely i in the ſame predicament as en 8 eee, 
of rer Py 1 U Ht N Wel „ RAR; 1 M 8 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Simeon ſpoke in reply And after a ſhort eee 
converſation the committee divided 
* e ar ) 17912 For 
gain it g9—Majority 50 a 
The Houſe being reſumed, progreſs was reported, kak ode 
was given for the chairman to fit again the next dax. 
Mr. Long brought up the bill for allowing further time for 
taking out certificates for the uſe of armorial bearings.” .... 
Read a firſt enter Snort to be read a ſecond time next 
da 
Fora 26), the other orders of the day,—Adjourned ; at one 
o'clock. 


ent OF LORDS. 
_ "THURSDAY, Dc. _ eil 


The militia voluntary ſervice bill received the royal aſſent 
by commiſſion. 


The land tax redemption amended bill was read a ſecond 
time. 

The loan bill was alſo SE a ſecond time, as were the prir 
vate bills read the preceding day for the firſt time. 

The amendments i in the Engliſh ſmall note bill were re- 
Ported and agreed to. 

The conſideration of the regulations of the laſt ſeſſi ion re- 

lative to incloſure, drainage, eſtate bills, &c. which ſtood far 
the next day, was put off to Wedneſday the 26th inſtant, | 

* Ordered, that the Houſe ſhould receive no reports from the 
judges upon petititions preſented for private bills after Thucſ- 
By. the 1 IM of March, 1799- een, 


= iy 


. IN FEY HOUSE OF COMMONS: 
ar Gt Tnukspax, Dec. 20. 


Leave was given to bring in a bill to enable his Ma jeſty 10 
gran a licence to a theatre to be eſtabliſhed in i Maj b 
Ihe neutral bottom trade bill was read a third time. 
„Mr. IWilherforce ſaid, that before the Houſe proceeded to 
the important buſineſs of the day, he wiſhed to draw their ats 
tention to a ſubject in which they were deeply intereſted; He 
did not know whether what he was about to ſtate would be 
conlidered as a notice of a motion, or would lead to a motion; 
this 1 e * the manner * Which it was re- 
ceived. _. 


: * l . a 
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| Here Mr. Wilberforce was interrupted by the ſummons of 
| | the black rod to the Houſe of Lords, Where the Houſe attended 
By to hear the royal. aſſent given to a variety of bills. After the 
= ſpeaker returned, bal EI TG: IPO 
Mr. Wilberforcerproceeded. The fubject to which he al- 
| luded was one; in which not only the character of individual 
| Members, but the character and dignity of the Houſe itfelf, 
| was deeply concerned. There was a ſanding order of the 
Houſe tor the exeluſton of ſtrangers during the fitting. It 
was well known, however, that by the indulgence of the 
Houſe this order was not ſtrictly enforced; and for a conſi- 
derable time paſt it had been the practice to publiſh in the 
newſpapers and other publications what profeſſed to be a re- 
port of the proceedings and debates of ie Houſe of Com- 
mons. It could not eſcape obſervation at the ſame time, 
that under colour of theſe reports great mi ſrepreſentations 
of what was done here often went abro:d into the world; 
miſrepteſentations calculated to miſlead the public mind and 
to degrade” the character of Parliament. It would well be- 
come the Houſe to. conſider. ſeriouſly the conſequences. of 
this abuſe, and the means by which it might be remedied. 
At a time tov when it was known that there were perſons 
in the country who wiſhed to ſtrike a blow at the Conſtitu- 
tion and the character of Parliament itſelf, by degrading 
the character of individual Members, and miſrepreſentin 
the general proceedings of the Houſe, it became matter o | 
ſerious importance to correct ſuch an abuſe, and to prevent 
an evil of ſuch dangerous tendency. If it were merely the 
cauſe of an individual, if it merely aroſe from the miſre- 
preſentations to which he himſelf might perfonally have been 
ſubject, perhaps he could not with propriety preſs it ſo car- 
neſtly on the Houſe This, however, was by no means the 
view of the caſe which induced him to call the attention of 
the Houſe to the ſubject. With regard to himſelf, indeed, 
_ ir ſeemed to him 2s if there had been for fome time a ſtudied 
_ deſign to miſrepreſent what he had faid. © It was not of his 
own ſitum ion in this reſpe& of which he complained: He 
had been ſometimes told in the countyy that he had both ſpo- 
ken and voted' differently in the Houſe from what he had 
done He had found, however, that thefe miſteprefenta- 
tions in his own caſe had proved unſucceſsful, and he truſted 
har Nis language and conduct were approved by thoſe whoſe 
approbation he valued. It was not merely as it regarge the 
character of individuals that he complained of the mi _—_ 
21914 . 4 ; nta» 
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ſientations; the Houſe itſelf was concerned. He had often 
ſeen that after a ſpeech, in which all the arguments on one 
ſide were ſtated, that part of the debate in which very one 
. of theſe arguments had been refuted, was left out, and the 
buſineſs ſent abroad as if the impreſſion of thoſe arguments 
had remained on the Houſe, and that they had not been an- 
| ſwered. He had often in the country ſeen ſenſible men miſ- 
led by ſuch repreſentations. The evil deſign with which 
ſuch things were done- demanded a remedy, and he begged 
moſt, ſeriouſly to recommend it to their attention. The mode 
of applying the remedy he left to the conſideration of the 
Houſe itſelf, The ſyſtem of. calumny, falſehood, and miſ- 
.- repreſentation purſued was calculated to affect materially the 
character and honour of the Houſe. Never was there a 
period which required their more earneſt attention to preſerve 
that character from miſrepreſentation than when there ex- 
iſted a deliberate deſign to vilify.and to degrade the Houſe of 
Commons as a body, and to undermine, along with it the 
whole Conſtitution. No man could wiſh more than he did 
that the proceedings. of the Houſe ſhould be fairly ſtated to 
the public, for the more they were known the more wauld 
the excellence of the Conſtitution appear. If, however, 
it was impoſſible to give ſuch full and fair publicity to the 
proceedings of the Houle, the only alternative that remained 
was to weigh the inconveniences which now refulted from 
the practice, and to ſay. that the proceedings ſhould be fairly 
reported, or not all. He had often balanced the advantages 
of the proceedings of the Houſe being ſtated, and the ne- 
ceſlity of excluding ſtrangers altogether, to prevent thoſe 
calumnies and miſrepreſentations Which took place. He did 
not intend te move any thing on the ſubject this day; he 
only conjured the Houſe to conſider ſeriouſly of the evil, and 
the. remedy Which it required. The particular occaſion 
which it had induced him how: to ſtart a ſubject, on which 
he had often refleQed; was, on finding that an Hon. Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Tierney) had ſaid, that the circumſtance of 
there being only 36 Members preſent on Tueſday laſt,” at 
four o'clock, was a proof that even the Houſe itſelf was not 
well inclined to the meaſure. A ſatisfactory anſwer was 
then given to this point, but no notice was taken of the an- 
ſwer, While the inſinuation went abroad into the world.“ 
The fame thing he had obſerved laſt year, when the Aſſeſſed 
Tax Bill was under conſideration. An Hon: Gentleman, 
lately not in the habit of attending the Houſe much, made 
Aer 4 * . e | £4 - a long 
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ven a very erroneous impreſſion of the ſubject to many re- 
Seve perſons. To the inſinuation made by the Hon. 


Gentleman laſt night, he ſhould now repeat what he had ſaid 


laſt night. So far from proving that they were dilinclined-to 


the meaſure, their being abſent at four o'clock; proved that 


they wiſhed to go into the conſideration of it. When Gen- 


 "#lemen intended to go away carly, they came early; when 
they expected the buſineſs to laſt long, they either went to 
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d long ſpeech againſt the meaſure, in the middle of which he 

introduced an infinuation of the ſame nature with that which 
had gone abroad, and it had produced very bad effects, and 


take the neceſſary refreſhment, or to finiſh what other buſi- 


neſs they had for the day, that they might be able to give 


their attention to the ſubje& when it came on. He felt it 


important that the inſinuation of the Hon. Gentlegren ſhould 
not be allowed to go abroad, to give the idea that the Houſe 


itſelf was not favourable to the meaſure before it. As to 


the general ſubject of which. he had ſpoken, he hoped that 
the Houſe would turn their ſerious attention to it, in order 
to apply a de to an abuſe which threatened ſuch con- 
Tequences. 5 224-6 
Nothing followed on this ſpeech. +. a 
The Armorial Bearings Duty Bill was 8 * time. 


The Bill for granting relief to the Merchants of Grenada 


and St. Vincents was read pro forma on the motion of the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, after which. he moved for 


leave to bring in a bill to extend the period for the payment 
of the inſtalments due by theſe Merchants on the advances 
made to them by Government. Leave being given 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up the Bill, which 


was read a firſt and 3 time, and ordered to bs: com- 


mitted. 
, BILL TO SECURE SUSPECTED PERSONS. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer nou. that the Bill 5 | 
enable his Majeſly to ſecure and detain * perſons as he 


ſuſpected were conſpiring againſt his perſon and government. 


(the Habeas Corpus Suſpenſion Act) be read, Which being 


done; he ſaid, that the ſituation of affairs ſe clearly proved 
the policy and neceſſity of continuing that meaſure for 


further time, that he ſhonld not ſay a Word by way of pre- 


face to his motion for leave to bring in a Bill to extend for 


a limited time the proviſions of that Act. e 


. Leave being yo Bs, et . 
| ; 3 The 
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The Chastel, of: the Exchequer brought up the Bill, which 
' was read a firſt time, and ordered'ro be read' a ſecond time 
_thenekt'day. / | Aenne £0) $37 op ew, | ; 5 i. 
eee 27 1 INDEMNITY BIEL, + 
Mr. Roſe moved for leave/to'brivg in u Bill to indlemalfy 
2 perſons who had not taken oe. Teſt and Corporation 
ths 
Mr. Wegley ſaid, that as this was a bill of indemnity, which 
eimbfaced other objects of indemnification beſides the teſt au 
corporation laws, he wiſfied to introduce à clauſe in it with 
regard to another object Till the ſtamp act of 1797 was 
| paſſed;)it had been underſtood in the rules for the admiſſion 
of attornĩes in the courts, that a dberk who, though articled - 
to ont attorney, had bona-fide ſerved/part of his time with an- 
other, might be admitted: This, however, could not now be 
done. He wiſhed therefore to introduce a. clauſe to enable 
the courts to admit ſuch perſons in caſes which occurred pre- 
vous to 17901. This was with the conſent of the Judges. 
-Fhere/was another clauſe to indemnify certain perſons who, 
in conſequence of an error! in an Act of Parliament, had 
failed to obtain and _ their TEES in. oe different 
Courts V1.6 
The Chanceilur of the deer ſaid, he had no „eon 
to the learned gentleman's clauſes; but they were of a de- 
. ſcription fo different fromm that of the bill, which related to 
certain violations of the teſt laws, and not to thoſe of the 
ſtamp act, that they ought/to make a part of a ſeparate bill. 
The Speaker ſaid, it was extremely material that two mat= 
ters which had no analogy or connection with each other, 
| Should not be introduced into the ſame bill. 

Mr. Higley ſaid, he conceived that, as the bill related tothe 
e of a ſtamp ad, inaſmuch as certain officers, who 
were to be indemnified by it, had neglected to qualify them- 
ſelyes, it was not irregular to introduce into it another ſub- 
ject relating to a breach of the ſtamp laws. 

It was agreed that it would be ores to divide the bill into 
two parts—that which regarded the general object of the teſt 
and corporation oaths ; and that part which related more to 
individual caſes. The clauſes moved by Mr. Wigley, as in- 
ſtructions to the cbamĩttee on the whole bill, would then be 
referred by the en 7 who divided the bill, to that part 
of it to which hey had relation. | 
The motions 5 on to; and on the motion of Mr. 
n * ö . Ed * Pitt, 


uc 


: 
* 
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Pitt, it was ordered that the committee be inſtraudted to divide = 

the bi into two ſeparate; hills- ei e e OD P14 1te 4:2 
The bill was then ordered to be committed thenext Gayur | 


Mr. Wigley then-moved, as inſtructions to the" cls 
Nr clauſes 10 the effect above ee u Mn 


„ 
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N } 
"The Houſes on the motion of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
che quer, teſolved ĩiſelf ĩnto a committee of the wholetioule, 
| Ro conſider farther of the Income BII. 
The Chuncellor of the Exchigiier propoſed an amendnientto 
abs clauſe Which regulated the powers of the eommiſſiomers 
and of the ſurveyors in caſe of appeals: The object of the 
amendment was; that the ſurveyor ſhould have the right uf 
appeal to the ſecond elaſs of commiſſioners only in the caſe 
where the Secky has. nat aud d wa de mae 
miſſioners. WR OW YO oi tact 
«Mr. Wilberforce thought the egen leaving 5 it in the 
Aiſeretion of the commiſſioners to refuſe calling for the ſche- 
dule. might pefhaps injure: the effect of the bill. — Wer 

of the commiſſioners * Rop all proceetlings — 
call for a ſchedule, was a power — delicate CE 2 = 
commiſſioner, it was one with which he ſhould not 
be entruſted: The eſſect of it, He was afraid, e 
make them father call for it generally than exeroife a diſere- 
tion. He thought, that inſtead of this the whole matter ſhould 
go the commiſſioners of appeal, who ſhould have the/fame 
power as the firſt ſet to call for the ſchedule, and. — they 
"Thou ht it unneceffary, the matter ſhould reſ. 
M: « Yorke ſaid, he approved of the bill as a eee 
getic meaſure. Tar? his opinion, however, to prevent any 
Fexations which might ariſe on the. part of the ſurveyor; the 
latter ſhould have afl lonly ben che firſt commiſſioners 
_— e and fateg ut that where the whole matter was 
fairly a and ſettled before the firſt commiſſioners, the 
| Se ee live Bone, Me oO eee 

Col. Wood fhid, that he was againſt! any appeal boiqg ul | 

: ' owed the ſurveyor ; and it was füs intention t0-propoſe; that 

hen the ſurveyor did appeal, and did not-maketourithe 
1 — on which he had proceedetl, he ſhould pay dhe exe 
uf the party againſt-whom the's Was made 
e Sele G objected to this, and oblervedorhar iʒt 

"hike more likely that inflividuals would act diſhoneſtiy, han 

n would act nn He * * 


2 bf 
W, 


tions. With regard to the amendment, 


would do ies duty, and fee that the tax be rennen, and 
equally; and not give way to a falſe tenderneſs or to glamour, 
nuch te the teridency of thoſe ſpeeches, which had for their 
only object; to make this tax unpopular. He wiſhed, there- 
fore, the clauſe, as it now ſtood, might not be expunged. 
Mr. Hawkins Browne was of opinion, that there ſhould be 
nun appeal from the firſt h ee the commiſſioners 
of appeal, and that, not only on the behalf of the individual, 
but of the publie. He thought an inſpector, in the 2 0 | 
execution of his duty, deſerved enconragement rather than 
diſcouragement-;- he, therefore, muſt object to the idea of His 
being obliged to pay the colts of an appeal, if that ap 
ſhould de unſucceſsful. and he was of opinion that there 
mould be an appeal, in certain caſes, from the firſt to the fe- 
end ſet of commiſſioneeres . 
Mr. Tierney ſaid, the right hon. Gentleman's amendment 
af thie clauſe did not do a Way his objection to the Surveyor's 
having · any right to make an appeal after the firſt Commiſ- 
ſioners had decided on the tax to be paid. He felt himſelf 
bound to oppoſe the bill in all its parts. He denied what he 
ſtiled the coarſe inſinuation of the Hon. Gentleman (the Soli: 
eitor General) that he was courti pularity. Were that 
his object, the moſt dextxous courſe he could take, would he 
for him not to interfere at all. But he was not ſorry be had 
_ intetfered as he had done, for what had been the cgnſt- 


- quenee? Ile had brought the right hon, Gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) to his ſenſes, and he now faw the neceſſity of intro- 
ducing conceſſions, alterations, and amendments. So far 
from being deterred from doing his duty by any ſuch imputa- 
tions, he found encouragement from what he had ſren that 
day, to perſevere in making ſuch remarks as was his duty. 
Mr. D. Ryder ſaid, if any thing could induce him to op- 
$ any modifications introduced after mature deliberations, 
it would be ſuch affronting inſinuations as thoſe of the hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Tierney) of his having brought his right 
hon. Friend to his ſenſes. ' By ſuch language he was/throw+ 
_ Ing the ſtrongeſt temptations in the way of Friends to the bill 
attending to modifications, to be told that they are brought 
to their ſenſes, if either by any change of opinion, or ac. 4 5 
eſcence in the opinions of others, they propoſed any modi . 
on, 


e was of | 

_ _ that (even. though no appeal was allowed from the firſt 
_ Commillioners after giving in a ſtatement of income upon 

| FAT a | | 4 2 Mm 2 . ö oath, 
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as the dernier reſort in ſuch caſes.. 
The. Chancellor F the Exchequer replied. to the infiauations 
of Mr. Tierney; That hon. Gentleman had ſaid that 
every. modification propoſed was to him and his friends ſo 
Clear gain ; whilſt he had told the Houſe that hewas 
againſt the _— bill, and that every modification Wasa 
2 of the effect of the bill. As to the hon. Gentle- 
's idea of clear gain by ſuch modifications, he was in 
hopes he would be diſappointed, but he evidently ſaw that 
the hon. Las was willing to heap upon the bill every 
== of obloquy ; but, perhaps, although contrary: to his 
real intention, he might, by his. oppoſition and his ſpeeches 
ſoggeſt ſome things which might tend upon the whole to 
make the bill more effectual in its operations; and he 
owned that this was the chief revenge which he wiſhed 
to be-gratified in. Ile had had occaſion to ſee a great many 
fimilar inſtances, when nothing had given more mortifica- 
tion and regret. to thoſe Gentlemen, than when they found 
that the ohjections which, they had thown out had produced 
| the tendency of ſtrengthening a meaſure entirely the reverſe 
of what they had intended. The hon. Gentleman had talked 
of acquiring popularity by not interfering at all; he wiſh- 
ed to know from what quarter he expected it? Would it, 
he would aſk, be a recommendation to the people of Eng- 
land, and the beſt. road to popularity, for the. hon. Gentle- 
man to ſay, „ have been preſent at the diſcuſſion; of a great 
meaſure, and I have withheld. my opinion either whether the 
meaſure was oppreflive, odious, or practicable, which 1 
uld at the ſame time have oppoſed, and perhaps with ſuc - 
ceſs?” The hon. Gentleman had taken to himſelf the merit 
of every amendment, by indirectiy ſaying ( this is owing. to 
what I haveſaid againſt the bill. He could not help remark- 
ing, that he bad not heard from that hon. Gentleman, or any 
other of his friends in oppoſition, any remedy. propoſed to 
any. objectienable clauſe. He rather ſuppoſed that * had 
ſtudiouſſy abſtained from any ſuggeſtion. Which, as they 
thought, could produce a remedy; and denied that the 
ere he had propoſed was any departure from che in | 
of the 7905 as it originally ſto 2 wry 
Pa Mr. Buxton, Sir . Geary, 1 Ha Me. 2 
Lanſutart,.. and: others had, ſpoken, the es * 1th 
vents V4, e e es- 72 
ue FR 201-86 0k 
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V6 Inuhecourſe of-the reading” the firft'claiſo WpeCBing we 
deductions to be made from income, HY rene 
-1Mini/ Tierney wiſhed to know from the right hon? Gen- 
ele man oppoſite to him, whether where a perfon had been for 
| ſeveral years in the habit of ſetting apart à portion of his in- 
come to increaſe his capital, any en e was to be aus wen 
by the commiſſioners for the baue ſo applied? 
The Chancellor ꝙf the Exchequer replied, that 0 Wen de- 
duction could be admitted, as it would furniſh an o 
nity for the groſſeſt evaſions. Mercantile men particula 
would contrive to exempt themſelves in a degree which w 
be totally deſtructive of the intention of the meaſure, as 
chert were few of that claſs who did not conſolidate a con- 
ſiderable portion of their income with their capitals. An- 
other deduQion that had been ſuggeſted was equally objec- 
tionable, he meant that for ſums expended in improvements. 
If ſuch a deduction were: admitted, a perſon who had ex- 
pended the whole of one yearly produce of his eſtate in im- 
ments, Which would ſoon give him a return of 15 
cent. might yet alledge, that for that particular year, he fad 
þ income at all. Sums however expended in repairs of 
s which were immediately applied to the creation 
oc prof, conſtituted, He be wn a fair ground of. Habe 
yy bw 

Mr. nn Luſhingtn thous t that upon this ground 
a deduQion ſhould be made for the tent of houſes bc- 
eupied by retail traders, or at leaſt for that part appropriated 
to the purpoſes of trade, becauſe the ſums | expended. were 
Lnmotiately applied to the creation of profit. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid a word or two K er 
poſition to the ſuggeſtion of the hon: Alderman, 

'An amendment was prop oſed by Alderman Combe, and ſu 
ported by Alderman Curtis and Mr. Alderman Lufhi on, 1 
deducting from the income of corporations all ſalaries of 
2000. a year and upwards paid to their officers ; but after a 
few obſervations” from the Chancellor . the Exchequer, W 
N was withdrawn. 


On the queſtion for the clauſe that relate to the woke, of 
| eaxing corporate bodies, 10 
Mr. Tierney, ſaid, he thought every man who Aiitbured 
pact of his groſs income annually among domeſtics; in an- 
nuities ſor the education of his children, entitled to the 
exemptions as any trading company whatever. By this bill 
| ab it ſtood, the * 3 would only pay in their in- 


dividual 


4 


By te 
* Ike — d, Exel 
traftees for the holders of ſtock, an as the creditor would be 
Ible”to' pay the tax from his dividend, he was fure the Con- 
mater would perecive' bow Juſt was the diſtinctiom 'berwoek 
weh a body and individuals in private ſtations Were the 
hon, Gentleman's (T. 11 ) mation adopted, every branch of 
private a rar heb would equally form a ta of: enemp- 
un- che payments made annually by a gent! to his linen · 
n ;\&c. Indeed the refinement was infinite, and 
2 one te 
cet iet not perm 
2 flde nts ile ei ER 
TRIO <« But the DireCtors may enlarge the dv 
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to provide for the payment of a certain portion of j income ar- 


ing from lands, occupied by the owners thereof, it was propoſed 


the rule, in ſuch part of the ſchedule, that, in eſtimating 
annual value of theſe lands, &c. the fame, in no cafe, 
ſhould be taken or reduced to / than the amount of 11 years 
rent, according to the rate-at which fuch lands are uri te be 


Ee by the year, &c. 
to b . 


is proviſion it was pri 


If the bill, by adding, © Or rd at higher than a year ener | 


Half” | 
The general principle of the rule in increaſing the elite 


h; enſded. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer defended the role, 2s origj- 


geen propoſed in the ſchedvle, and the amendment. It was 
— 5 he ſaid, that a diſcretionary po power ſhould be veſted 


in the Commiſſioners to vary their calculations, according to 


circumftances, from a year and a quarter to a year and a halt' 


tent; by this mode, the beſt under all the circumſtances of the 
cafe that could poſſibly be ſtruck out, the individual could. be 


in no danger of being aggrieved, or the public of ſuffering, | 


> 


—— in ſuch a manner. 
- Mt. Plkſor contended for the difficulties which he con- 
2 And commiſſioners would * W from fuch "gs 


He wie ere they oec. 
ſidered the WA s | 


and « Then th kek | 
” That dd ny; ſchedule of the bill being wad, which went 


beyond the bare yearly.rent, met 7 vs a ſtrong 272 | 
og Gentlemen, and a deſul tory converſation of 


Mr. Wiglty Thott y expreſſed” his difapprobation of fixing the | 


* 0 4 —_— 1 . * * 
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% 


| the amendment at ſome length. | * 
Sone farther obje@tions being made to theſe by Gentlomen | 


no Gentleman ente 


> 
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qadindefinits rules br their condus Fle was confident that, 
in me. caſes,/ they muſt be at a laſs. bow to act. He 
begged ſimply to be informed how commiſſioners: 


could/eacu- 
late, wich amy degree of preciſion, . eee. 


the annual, value of 
of e noe 

aſſeſſors as. the nature it was 

or paſture, or what particular ſpecies ĩt might be; the mode o 


neighbourhood, reſpecting real value of the land. In ſhortz 
a vaſioty of other ways, perfectly known to perſons 3 
verſant in theſe affairs than he. could be expected to be. 

Are Barton aud the Solicirer General defended the rule 


The Chancellor of the Fe, in further 5 1 44 
ed, that the mode propoſed. by the amendment of allowing the 


| commiſſioners 2 diſcretionary poet of K their calcula- 


tions according to circumſtances, from 2 r and a quarters 
rent as far as a year and a half, would. be fou 


ſite him. 


After farther FI, on be ans whether he proprietor of 


land who farmed his own eſtate ſhould pay as a tenant in the 


proportion of a year and a half, or a year und a quarter, fome 


Favor ern 1 7 5 che ee di- 
vided-ͤ— 8 1 
Fuer a'year and h | 
B re 1 ann 1 241 
pO nom re-entering-the Gallery we * — lu of the 

wochequer 


of amendments which were 


night. He thetefore itted whether it would not be the 


leade to fit 
Mr. Baker took ms opps 


E 


. of the Berg in peply, \3cknowledged the 0 
difficulty of aſcertaining nm 
lands; but there were a ci 


cultivating the land by che occupier, whether with a view to 
e eee the «pinion or perſons of repute in the 


nd ba re- 
ferable on experience, to tying the -commiſhoners down to a 
fixed limitation, or e ſandard, a8 preſed by Gentlemen 


ng the Commitee Ie obſerved gene generally, | 
bang awry the letigth-of the ſchedule; and the 


propoſed to be offered, it would be 
| Impoffible to get through-the bilf at any reaſonable hour that 


better way to dire the Ohaicman Weide eee e | 


—- 
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Abe Chancellar, of the Exchequerireplied, that: ſecondary, 10 

expediting a meaſure of cſd great importance, with all: — aq 

able fone, his wiſhes were directed to the accommodation 

f. the Houſe. | Hef imagined, that with reference to the taſu-' 

2 Gentlemen would with ther to be detained a 
than uſual 3 even At t 


2 — 1 
ferred; until after the holidays: had hoped: the billwould 
have been perfectly gone through: EDT night; an, which: cife-the 
whole, with the amendment, might have been printed without 
delay, given out to the metubers, — the gener al ſubject takem 
per farther conſitleration on Monday next. His wiſhes were, 
wever, as he already ſtated, kerping in view every reaſonable 
diſpateh to a meaſute of loch importance directed to the a . 
commodation of gentlemen, on theſe repo ag 


75810 >; 1) a 7 131 "ax; 47 l ? 
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. n 1 Tax Redemption Amended Bill, and we Tee 

Wien third Genel, e 15 

ig bi 21 210 | THI IZLE 
| HOUSE oF COMMONS, - 
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de nee. Wunden up a bill for allowing a 2s Gy to 2 | 
erected at Rocheſter, —Kead a firſt time, and ordered to be _ 
a ſecond time. 

A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe their 178 8 
ſhips had 8 to the Three Million Loan Bill, the Land 
Tax Sale and Redemption Amended Bill, without any amend- 
ment, and to the Engliſh Small Note Bill, with ſeveral amend+ 
ments, to which nay deſired the concurrence of the Houle.), 
Sir #alliam Geary moved for leave to bring iti a bill for the 
improvement of the pier of Margate, Granted. ., Rug di 
Ipbe Anngal —— Bill for duet wid hape omitted to 
.  qualily .themfelyes as required by. the Teſt and Corporation 
| 5 and who have incurred other penalties under ſome other 
of Parliametit, &c.; paſſed. a Committee of the Whole 
, and the report vas ordered to be-reecived the next day. 


"Eh ee en Fer. „ 
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© » The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of the day 
for the ſecond reading of the Bill for continuing the Suſpenſion 
of the 1 Ad. 4 5 en 
Mr. Tierney obſerved, that if no reaſon was aſſigned for the 
ptoceeding upon this bill, he ſhould be under the neceſſity of 
with-holding his aſſent to it ; for he knew of no reaſon himſelf 
for ſuch a meaſure at the preſent moment; knowing of no rea- 
fon himſelf, and hearing not auy from others, he could not, 
conſiſtently with his * vn for this meaſure. | 
T be Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid he abſtained from ſay- 
ing any thing by way of reaſoning for the propriety of ihe mea- 
ſure now, before the Houle, from a cotiwiction there was no ne- 
ceſſity for aligning any reaſon ; apprehending that the grounds 
on which the ſuſpenſion had been laſt voted were. freſh in the 
recollection of the Houſe, and feeling that none of them were 
either removed or. niaterially_ altered, he had thought it unne- 
geſſary to aſſign any reaſon for the meaſure now before the 
ouſe; if; however, the Houſe thought therę was any nece(- 
E any reaſons, his Majeſty's Miniſters were am- 
bly prepared for that putpoſe, / 0 
Mr. Courtenay ſaid, it was needleſs for him to deſcant upon 
the utility of the Habeas Corpus Act; every man who had any 
underſtanding upon that ſubjeR was convinced of that utility; 
every writer who had ever taken notice of the ſubject had be- 
ſtowed ſome paniegyric upon that act. Indeed, it was a ſtatute 
ba which the perſonal liberty and ſecurity of eyery Engliſhman 
depended—an act which Had made every individual in this 
_ country paramount in ſecurity to that of any other ſubject in 
the world—an a& which ad been well deſcribed by many au- 
thors, and aniong the teſt by Ferguſon, who ſaid, in hi Treatiſe 
on Civil Society, that, it forced Executive Power to releaſe 


8 every priſoner it had; unleſs it brought him forward to a tri 


within due ſeaſon, and which opened the doors of a priſon ny 
every man who was not lawfully confitiex for ſome ſpecified 
fault; bur it required the ſtrength of the political of the tut- 
bulent and reftactory ſpirit of the 'people to ſupport it. He 
was ſure that turbulent, that refractory ſpirit of the people was 
gone; or elſe the Right Honourable Gentleman would not have 
fared to have brought for ward a meaſute to deprive them of 
their ſecurity for freedom. N 58 TROVE 
Having ſaid this, tie ſhould proceed to take gorice ſhortly of 
| thoſe who were confined in confequence of the ſuf > 
the Haheas Corpus Act, which it was now propoſed to ſuſpend 
i N'n - till 
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ſtill further. There were now confined under the authority of 
this ſuſpenſion 70 or 80 perſons,. Had there not been time to 
bring moſt of them to à trial for, their being brought to 
trial e Oe de the deſt reaſon; for continuing 
ſuch a power as the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act gave 
to the executive, government. To terms had paſſed ſince 
moſt of theſe perſons. were, apprehended... Had there been 
ſince that-time,jany ſedjtious xilings in this. country? He be- 
Iieved the caſe to be ſo much other wiſe, that miniſters could 
not refer to any period in the hiſtor y of this country ſince 
the revolution in bich there was leſs di ſaſfec ion than at the 
preſent moment. Between two and three hundred thouſand 
men were under arms for the defence of the, country; for 
_ the protection of the lives. and properties. of Englichmen. 
Under ſuch a condition of things, what were we to dread? 
-—But there was ſome reaſon with miniſters for continuing 
this ſuſpenſion which had not hitherto been explained; nor 
could he explain it. He had not ſufficient powers for that 
purpoſe. After the great luminary of oppoſnion had with- 
drawn from that Houſe, little could be expected from his 
glimmering lamp. The Habeas Corpus Act had been ſuſ- 
pended for a long time, and the people confined under the 
authority of that ſuſpenſion had been treated with an, unex- 
ampled, unprecedented rigour and inhumanity. Something 
of that, kind was thrown out the other day by an hon. frien' 
of his (Sir Francis Burdet) who, by the way, was treated ra- 
ther cavalierly for it in that Houſe. He himſelf, however, 
being deſirous of obtaining ſome information upon this ſub- 
ject, as well as his hon. friend, together with another hon. 
friend of his, who was not a member of that Houſe, who had 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf for his humanity, and for the charity 
he had beſtowed. on the wiyes and helpleſs children of ſame 
of the priſoners he alluded. to, obtained an order to fee one of 
the priſons in which perſons are,confingd under the authority: 
of the ſuſpenſion, of the Hahear Corpus, Act —on the reports 
of informers and-ſpies. He had. heard various accounts of 
the treatment of theſe perſons in confinement, and,tn.order 
to ſatisfy himſelf upon theſe rumours, he went to fee; one 
of the priſons in which: theſe, perſons, amang others, are 
confined. He, found that ſome of the, reports concerning the 
_ hardſhips of this place were;exaggerated.;, and indeed, if he 
had found that theſe reports were not exaggerated, he mult 
have inſiſted upon it, that nothing in the reign of Rabeſpierre 
could have been worſe than was to have been met wich in this 
4 74 9 8 * ge | a 1 * place. | 
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place. But althobgh he found chat ſome accounts he had 
heard of the place were exaggerated, yet he was bound to ys 
that the perſons confined in the prifon which he alluded 7 
were treated with unexampled and unprecedented. igour and 
inhumanity. They wete confined jo cells, without fre 
without candle ; a trückle bed; witfiont any Todiety what- 
ever. Phe only means that were afforded for the admilfion 
of Tight, lets im alſo the cold abd Fan. In this horrid ſitua- 
ion they were” kept for che Whole of their time, except for 
about an hour each day. In a cell fer the whole night and 
day, except ab Hour, Without fire, candle, of cbmpanion. He 
wonld ventüte to appeal to the Houſe Whether the worſt cri- 
minals Were ever before this ſo treated in this country: Had 
this eyer been the caſe in any one inſtance before ? Never, 
he wapld venture to ſay; never. He mentioned this as much 
with a view to inform his Majeſty's miniſters. as to inform 
the Houſe, for he did not believe that miniſters knew'it ; nor 
did he believe that if they had known it, they would have ſuf- 
fered it to contintie. They mould, however, know it, and 
the Houſe ffioutd know it. He ſaw, and he talked to ſome 
ptiſoners in the place he alluded to; he ſaw there and con- 
verſed with 2 gentleman Who had been many, years in the 
ſervice of his country he meant Colonel Defpard. He had 
been long confined, like the reſt, to a cell without fire, but 
having appealed to the humanity of a gentleman who had 
power as well as inclination to relieve him, ſtating how dan- 
gerous his ſjruatibn was to his health, he was removed, and is 
now in a better ſituation than he was formerly, and in.a 
much better ſituation than orlters ſtill are. While he (Mr, 
Courtenay) was there, the Colonel's wife came to the pti- 
ſon, upon which he obſerved to the Colondl that be ſhould 
retire. The Colonel ſaid no, there was no neceſſity for that, 
for that his wife was never allowed to come ro him; he could 
only ſpeak to her through the iron grate, to which place he 
went, and ſhortly after wards returned, He then went to the 
cells cf Tome of th other perſons confined under the autho- 
rity of this act. There he found that the places were damp 
and difmal; that it was impoſſible to exclude the wet with * 
out excluding alſo the light, and even freſti air. He 
aſked the Houſe, whether 19 thought that ſuch rigor. as 
this was ever practiſed before? And he appealed to the feel- 
ings of the Houſe, ' whether they thought that ſuch rigour 
ever ought to be praiſed ? He enquired of ſeveral lawyers, 
whether they had ever heard of ſuch rigour? "They faid, No; 
m7... 6 OTE LS that 
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that no ſuch. fa 0s 138 ever 110 heard of before, in the caſe 
| yet, 


05 ten Were treated in this pri- 
|, rea fon 1 1 855 not) was called the Baſe 
00 9 bi! bn Hog pperly ſo called; but” * 
5 t Was Vene known, ſa 
4 at. he on WA i hp ga * 857 in Oxford og 
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it? He ſaid yes, very Well, = ook him to the pri- 
in Gold Bath Fields without any fate direction All 
th po might be a miſtake as to the name of the place, but it 


5 the, coachman & to We to EB 755 2 qe aſked him if 
9 


= ſhewed the feelings which the public. had as to the character 
by of, the place. He could not, however, help obſerving, that 


when the Baſtile ſtood under the regular government of 
France, priſoners were better treated in it than-priſoners are 
in this, which is ſo improperly called aBaſfit®. He exami- 
ned under whoſe chief direction this place was, and he found | 
it va under the chief management of a clergyman of the 
eſtabliſhed church of England—a miniſter of the goſpel of 
Chriſt—a loyal ſubject, 1 a good friend to government 
moreover, for he had pronounced a high panegyric on the 
treaſon and ſedition bills. Perhaps the aſſent of this divine 
to the rigour of this priſon aroſe 255 his principles of piety 
and good will to the priſoners; perhaps he thought that the 
more they were puniſhed in this life. the better chance they 
will have of happineſs hereafter. He was always ready to 
allow ; charitable motives to all men, eſpecially to the miniſ. 
ters of the church, unleſs ſomething to the contrary appeared; 
but, if there were any other motives actuating this reverend 
Gentleman, let thoſe who knew aſſign them; His motive 
for viliting this priſon was to learn whether ſome of the ſtories 
be had heard gf it were well or ill founded. He muſt, how- 
ever, repeat that in many reſpects he found the rumours con- 
.Cerning this place were exaggerated ; but the account he had 


7 


-. given to the Houſe was literally trye. Nor had he ſtated all 
die diſcovered ip. the courſe of his viſit to this place he 
found there a man confined for ſelling a book called The Du- 


ties of Citizenſhip ; he waz committed for two years; his name 
js. Smith ;, he was treated as a felon. Whether that was right, 


and, to treat a man convicted of a miſdemeanour like a fe- 
| Jan, he ſhonld leave the Houſe to conſider ; whether it wa 
meant that perſons { ſhould be detained under the authority of 
the zQt now before the Houſe, in a ſituation ſo injurious tq 

their health, he muſt leave to the King's n miniſters to con, 


Hier: 


| 5 whether It was, ee tp the ſpirit of the law of Eng; 
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ſider. | The man, however, to whom he had laſt alluded, 
Fading his health very much impaired, applied to the phyſi- 
ian of the priſon, pu hh learned Gentleman, with that 
humanjty which diſtinguiſſies him, ordered this poor man into 
the, ſick ward, where, his treatment was much detter than 
where he was before; and. in that fiek ward he was ſuffered 
to continue for the remainder. of, his conßgement, which wag 
bat, hort. There, was another inſtance thathe obſerved of 
the ſeverity of, this -priſon—A woman Was confined there 
whoſe character was that of a proſtitute ; and ſhe was afflicted 
with an illneſs which is incident to her way. of life. She 
was kept in one of the damp cells he had already attempted 
to deſcribe. He aſked the Houſe if they thought ſuch a 
thing proper? and whether they did not think that an en- 
quiry” ought, not- ta take place upon theſe ſubjects, and an 
authentic regort be made to that Houſe? He ſaw there alſo a 
boy of about eight or nine years of age for offending his 
maſter, who was ſubjected to the ſame rigour. The Houſe 
ought not io reſt on theſe accounts from him, nor on any ac- 
counts from any jndividual, but ought to appoint a com- 
mittee, and grder an inſpection of theſe things. He had no 
doubt the reſult wauld be an improvement of the place. In- 
deed it had been improved in ſome degree already; for an 
hon. friend of his was there the preceding day, and there he 
found ſome of the priſoners together, inſtead of being in ſe- 
parate cells. This he believed to be the effect of his hon. 
friend's conduct, who threw qut ſome of the facts he had juſt 
related to the public ; and he believed that thoſe who had the 
management of the prifon thought it was better to ſtop than 
to deſpiſe public clamour. He muſt, however, repeat, that 
if theſe things had been related to his Majeſty's miniſters, he 
did not believe they would have allowed theſe hardihips to 
continne. | fs | 1 | 
lle had ſtated theſe things from the pureſt motives, and he 
hoped they would have their effect. As to any arguments 
which he could urge againſt the continuance of the ſuſpen- 
ſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, he was aware they would have 
very little if any weight with the Houſe, and therefore it 
would he as well for him not to urge them; but he could not 
conclude what he had to ſay without lamenting that an hon. 
Gentleman, whom he did not now. ſee in the Houſe, had not 
been on a viſit to this ptiſon, for he was aſſured that that hon. 
_ . Gentleman's notions of vital Chriſtianity (indeed he had read 
i in his hook) would have led him to endeayour tg amelio- 
W oy kn 5 rate 
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e of theſe- unhappy people. He would not 
ng ſuffer theſe afflicted perſons to ſay,” I was in' priſon, 


| and you viſited me not,” He wiſhelt he had had that hor, 


DEG when he was at this priſon, for his feel- 
gs would have been much affected, and then his exertions 
in that Houſe would be much ſuperior to any thing the Houſe 


| had hitherto heard upon the ſubject. © 


Mx Secretary Dundas obſeryed, that the queſtion before the 
Houſe was, Whether this bill ſhould now be read a ſecond 


time of not? The hon, Gentleman who had juſt ſpoken had 


ſtated a number of facts, whether they were faithfully ſtated 
or hot, they certainly had no earthly connection with the 
bill now before the Houſe. They related to the ſuppoſed 


bad conduct of this gaol, and they might as well be ſaid to be 
aimed at the ſuppaſed badneſs of goals in general throughout 
this kingdom, but had nothing whatever to do with the power 


which the legiſlature had given to the executive government 


of this country, and to continue which for a limited time was 
the object of the bill now before the Houſe. From this vier 


of the ſubject he was perfectly at liberty to draw this con- 
cluſion, that with all the humanity which the hon. Gentle- 


man had diſplayed that night, he believed every particle of it 
would have remained at reſt if the bill now before thè Houſe 


had not been moved; it was this bill that cauſed the hon. 
Gentleman to ſummon up the humanity of the Houſe. If 


this, bill had not appeared, the humanity of the hon Gentle- 


man would have repoſed under a dead ſilence; if the caſe 
were otherwiſe, Why did he not exhibt his complaint long 
ago? The points vrhich he urged that night having no earthly 


connection wich the bill before the Houfe, might as well have 
been urged at any other time, ot on any other occaſion, as the 
preſent. Indeed the matter was of ſufficiĩent importance to 
be brought forward ſpecifically if the hon. Gentleman ſhould 
think fim to do ſo. To all he had? ſaid that night there was 
this general obſervation to be applied If there ex iſted any 


abuſe in the management of any of the gaols of this king- 


dom, there was an eaſy remedy there was not one of them 


chat was not either under the care of a ſheriff or ſome magiſ. 


trate or other. If, therefore, the hon. Gentleman was leck 
from general humanity to pity tbe condition of alb priſoners, 
or was led from ſympathy to deplore the cofiditioniof thoſe 
who were acquieq of ſedition, his courſe was to havr gone to 
ſome magiſtrate with his complaint. If he thought, however, 
that the bad conduct of gaols was ſo general, that no remedy 

. : "a. 83 e a could 
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could be effectuabh but a general motion upon the ſubje& int 
that Hpuſe,-there was nothing tu prevent the hen. Gentle. 
mam from bringing forward any motion he ſhould thiule ne- 
ceſſar y upon the ſubject. Ifatbe hon / Gentleman had any- 
thing to urge againſt Government on acebuuntſof tie ſeparate 
conthement of any priſoners, oron any other acedunt, let 
the hon. Gentleman make hisaccuſation, and then ſume one 
oruther of his Majeſty's miniſters might, perhaps, endeavdeur 
to anſwerhim; but it was ſurely not enbugh to throw but the 
bill which was now'before the Houſe, that the hon: Gentle 
man ſhould allege that ſome priſoners had been ill treated. 
The hon. Gentleman had given to the Houſe a facetious ac 
count of a hackney coachman, who might have learnt, from 
a dialogue of two or three Gentlemen whom he carried, to 
call this priſon 2 He dared to ſay that a ſhilling 
would ſatisfy a hackney coachman that any priſon in the 1 
kingdom ought to be called a-#aftile, provided the Gentleman 
who gave him that ſhilling ſhould be pleaſed to call any — 
ſon by that name. That appeared to him to be the hiſtorx 
of this fame witticiſm of the hackney coachman who had 
the pleaſure of driving the hon. Gentleman to the prifon in: 
ueſtion: but znone of theſe things were reaſons Why the 
Houſe ſhould now withhold the power which the legiſlature 
had ſo recently thought wiſe: to entruſt to executive govern- 
ment. In order to ſhew that this meaſure: ought:not to be 
now continued, the hon. Gentleman ſhould ſnew that there 
now did not exiſt any treaſonable ſeditious ſpirit any where 
in this country! Did he mean to ſay there was nothing of 
that kind di ſcovered at Maidſtone? Upon one fact the hon. 
Gentleman would agree with him That at Maidſtone there 
was only one man convicted of high treaſon, and that there 
were four acquitted : but he hardly believed that at this time 
of day it would be ſeribuſly contended, that becauſe a man 
had been acquitted of high trealon, it muſt be conſidered as a 
proof that he never had been guilty of high treaſon. He 
had heard doctrine to that effect maintained in that Houſe, 
dut he hyped he ſhould never hear it again. It was net; ho-w- 
ever, on the guilt of one or two individuals that this meaſure 
before the Houſe was founded; it was founded on à con- 
ſpirecy and 1 acting in concert at home 
for the deſtruction of the ſtate; and whoſe views extended alſo | 
to a concert» with the enemies of this oountty abroad When | 
ever any act for that purpoſe could be attempted wii che hope 
ef ſecurity to its projectors. This, inderd, Was mô/οο. be- 
| | | NS CARL A 
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s with ſuch intentions 
ir plans, for, thank God; 
d were pretty well opened : 
tehtians of ſore few among 
Under a convictian of thele 


come tather a forlorn hope; for 


the eyes of the pevple of En 
but their ſuſpicions of the 


them not yet entirely gone. 


they onght now to withdraw the power which prudence had 


induced them to grant to the executive government? _., . 


Mr. Caurtthay obſerved it explanation, that he wiſhed to 
have brought before the 'Houſe the facts which he had tated; ' 
and he brought them forward upon this occafion as an ag- 
grayation of the ſyſtem which was eſtabliſhed under the ſul- 
penſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, and ſo far as reaſons againſt 
renewing that ſyſtem; © 1 


Mr. Tierney ſaid, he was under the neteſlity of delivering. © 
his ſentiments upon the ſubject now before the Houſe, be- 
cauſe he ſtood in the ſituation of a perſon going to vote againſt 
a meaſure which he had ſupported laſt year. Upon the laſt 
vote of the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, he had ſup- 
ported the motion: He was now about to vote the other way, 
fot he was going to oppoſe the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas : 
Corpus Act. Therefore before he ſhould entitle himſelf to 
be acquitted of inconſiſteney; he would ſhew that the cir- 


cumſtances of the cafe are different now from what they 


were then. Since nothing but difference of circumſtances 


could juſtify a man for difference of conduct, unleſs indeed. 
he was now convinced that His conduct was wrong then, 


which was not the caſe; for under the ſame cireumſtances, 
he ſhould, at all hazards; purſue the ſame conduct as he did 
laſt year upon this ſubject. But how ſtood the cale; and 
wherein did the difference of circumſtances conſiſt ? Laſt year: 

a little previous to the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus, the 
Houſe received an intimation from his. Majeſty, that there 
was à preparation for the invaſion.of this country; and that 
there were, in this country, ſame perſons who were ready to 
aid and abet that deſign. In addition to that deſign there was 
a bill of indictment for high treaſon found by a grand jury 
againſt certain per ſons: whether either of theſe things would 


have been ſufficient to ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus Act, he 


need not argue; for it was enough that both united were ſuf- 


ficient. | But now there was no apprchenſion of invaſion; 


nor did he believe that any rational man in the Kingdom felt 


any alarm upon nat ſubject. Then came the correſpondence 
of traitors and feditious ſpirits. He Was not aware of an 


— 


Houſe to ſay whether they thought 
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perſons. in this country who were gatrying on any correſs | 
pon With the, enemy. "There. were Ba petſans taken 
up within the laſt ſix months under the — — this act, : 
and.only25 of them remain to be tried; and it was too much 
For Mi xe fay; that without the ſame ghounds he. ſhould ob 
ſervethe Tame conduct as he did nn 
"With regatd to the maiiner in be gala exe eee 
he confeſſed he conſidered that alſo as a reaſon hu be ſhould 
not vote for a. continuance of ned If the 1 
Corpus Act; becauſe, if men were treated lite fglons, and 
againſt them there n but ſuſpicion, that Was a rea- 
ſon why, ſuch a meaſure. ſhould not be. voted, unleſs, there 
were ſome very cogent reaſons alledged on the .ather fides. 
none of which, he had heard. There had been a, difference 
of opinion among very well meaning men, how 2 
confinement was good or bad; and perhaps the greater part 
of that queſtion, depended. upon the conduct of the magiſe. 
trate who had the care and management of it; but be that as 
it may, he had never yet heard any man who thought that. ſa- 
litary confinement ought to be the puniſhment of any, man 
until he has been convicted of ſome offence; and he con- 
ceived that there was a material diſtinction in the caſe of a 
entleman, who was a colonel in the ſervice, /uſdefed of tien - 
Pon, and any man actually convicted of felony; for ſolitary 
confinement was the effect of an order, for what was ca 
cloſe cuſtody. This ſt 5 his opinion that there ought 
o be laid before the Houſe ſome bettet grounds than any that 
had been offered, previous to the Houſe agreeing tothe meaſure. 
which was now before it. Even under the heſt treatment _ 
that could be ſhewn to priſoners, he ſhould -be. unwilling to 
_ vo;e for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, unleſs it 
was indiſpenſibly "neceſſary for the Tafety of che ſtate ; bur 
under ſuch a treatment as that which has been ſtated that 
night, he thought it intolerable to vote for any power tha 5 
might continue it. The miniſter had ſome time ago charged 
bins with a wiſh to court popularity, but he really did not 
think that his condud, eſpecially upon this occaſion, deſerved 
to be ſo treated. | He had no idea of any popularity from 
- voting for the Tuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus AR laſt years. 
nor had he any idea of popularity in voting againſt It now.z 
the truth of the matter was, that he was guided, in each in- 
_ ſtance, by a Tenſe of duty, and not in any reſpect with any 
view tg popularity, He voted laſt year for the ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas Cirpus Act, becauſe he thought that by doing To 
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he was voting for S rrariquitity of this Kingdom; 
and ne verily belle bed) in his conſcience, that by voting dom 
againſt that meaſdre, he Was not putting in hazard enger we 
urity of this government, or the tranquillity of the team. 
e belieted there Was now in this country a general ſpirit | 


, 


* 


that put out of all. queſtion the ſecurity of the realm. He 
did not think there was to be found in this country now an 
body of inen, not even among the very loweſt condition of 
viety, who had any reſpect for what is commonly called 
French principles. He thought that the Directory Ire 
had done” more againſt French principles than any thing we 
had done; or could do. Believing theſe things, and, not av 
ing heard any good rea ſon aſfigned for the meaſure now be- 
fore tlie Houſe, he could not vote to ſuſpend the liderties of 
Engliſhmen for a ſingle houe. 
much 
tes 


The A/tirney General ſaid, there was nothing he ſo 
regretted as his not being preſent When ihe la on, Gen 
man but one ſpoke. He was deſitous to hear the opinions 
and ſentiments of every gentleman on this queſtion, and did 
hope, that every mind diſpoſed to candour would receive ſuch 
| impreſſions from the remarks it was his intention to make, as 
would lead to a i conviction of the falſehood of moſt of thoſe 
| charges which had been alleged againſt the officers. of govern- 
ment, and of the neceſſity N in the bands of his 
Majeſty's miniſters, the power they derived from the fuſpen- 
ſion of the Habeas Corpus Act. Before he proceeded to ſtate 
the reafons upon Which Was founded his decided approbation 
of the meaſures purſued in conſequence of ſuſpending this 
act, he thought it 'ngt4nconfiftent with bis duty; and not un- 
connected with the preſent diſcuſſion, to remind the Houſe of 
What an hon. Gentleman, Who appeared to 'confider it his 
duty to abſent himſelf from Parliament, not finde Tad 
of the manner in Which libels are puniſhed by the las of 
this country. That hon, Gentleman, at à time When the 
Rate/oÞ Evrope was very different from what it is at peed 
thought fit in a public. ſituation to ſay, at the puniſhment 
for this offence is particularly ſevere: and as this reflection 
involved the court of King's Bench in a very ferions man- 
ver, hie had been led to examine its records to ttace the hife 
tory of its proceedings in this reſpect. The refult of his 
enquiries authoriſed him in diſtincly affrming, that never 
ſince the law took cognizance of libel, were the ſentences of 
the courts leſs. rigorous and ſevere than for the laſt fx years. 
When libel was far from being ſyſtematic ; in other we * 
F e bpDe fore 
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before the cixcuraſtances of this offence. were ſo much ag- 
gravated by the indiſcriminate abuſe of every perſonage and 
4nſtitytion, in the country, that inſtead of being grolsly:ca- 
lamaiated-deſerved to be revered and praiſed, the law.of Ws” 
was adminiſtered with a ſeverity unexampled in our days. 
Gentlemen would only take the trouble to compare the ſen- 
tences of the court of King's Bench paſſed in the period he 
ſpoke of with thoſe of any other period ſince the revolution, 
ſure he was that it would be ſeen the judges of our time, 
without negleQing their duty, had m. oftened tt cha- 
racer of puniſhments. in general, and that the puniſhment 
for libel in particular was not ſufficienfiy ſeyere. For 
merly, the practice had been for the Attorney Genetal of the 
crown to dire the puniſhment when perſons were brou 
up for judgment, but he had acted upon a e . 
diſtinguiſhed: and infinitely able lawyer, the Attorney Gene- 
ral t a diſtant period, whom, he then regarded with affeg- 
tion, and ſtill revered, he meant my Lord Fhurlow. Thie 
noble Lord yho firſt diffafed the immemorial practice of, di 
recting puniſhment ; and if the tempered and mild judg- 
ments of the court did not wholly ariſe out of this circumt 
ſtance, certainly much kindneſs and lenity ſucceeded. it, 
Would Gentlemen cortend' that the libels of the, preſent. da 
leſs outrage decency, and leſs offend againſt the laws? 1 
them look to the ſtate trials of the year 1794. In thoſe trials 
they will find that public meetings were in many placgs held 
for the purpoſe of propagating edition: that not merely.the 

miniſters of the crown Were Tiblled, but every inſtitutian, 
religious, political, and moral, with every individual, ig 
whatever conſpicuous ſituation in the adminiſtration. of the 
laws or the government of his country he may have been 
placed, (A cry of bear] bear !) Gentlemen might attempt 
to embarraſs him by their interruptions, but he would repeat 
it. There were, at the period he alluded to, Correſpondi 
Societies and Correſponding, Clubs, inſtituted and 24 — 
not for the purpoſe of making the members of that Hou 
reſponſible for their conduct, or to procure a conſtitution 
reform of any abuſes ſuppoſed to have entered into tha 
practical part of Government, but for the purpoſe. of deſtroy» 
ing , that. Houſe—of erecting a Convention on its ae! 
ſubverting and overthrowing the Government, and in its ſtead, 
to introduce the wild and graceleſs ſyſtem of a neighbourin 
country, It could not be that Gentlemen approved of thpoſe 
proceedings; and pet bet was there peculiat in their cha- 
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correſponding ſociety, juſtif 
coutrage on the -cha 5 
Crown? But to ſpeak more immediately tothe queſtion be- 


ut diſcriminating on the acts of AF ou t ot law, ta comment 
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#aQer bat thoſt features he nad juſt de ſoribecꝭꝰ and did not 
of the 


the leaders ef diſuffection the members and agent 
ibel, and encouraf 
r and conduct of Parliament and th 


fote the Höuſe. What; truly, was the caſe of Mr. Smith, 


of whom iht ſtraius of lameniation an hon: Gentleman bad 


ſaid ſo mich? Why chis he had been ſecretary of the cor- 
reſponding ſocieiy; oertainly it mighi not be illegal to have 
deen fo, but it was no high proof of loyalty in any man. 
He had publiſhed libel upon libel, and if, as perhaps was his 
duty, he had proſecuted him for every libel publiſhed at his 


hop, no ſingle life could have longevity enough to paſs 
through the ſeries of the yeats of impriſonment to which 
the law in its wiſdom would have conſigned him. Did the 
hon. Gentleman ever read the book for which this man was 


roſecuted ? It had ſuited his purpoſe indeed ludierouſſy to 
0s it only as a pamphlet called ( the Duties of Citizen- 


ſhip:*” But the peruſal of it would have W * him to con- 


ſider it as inculcating anarchy and treaſon. He would have 
found that every thing ſacred, honourable, and good, in the 
nature and character of inſtitutions and men, is there blaſ- 


zhemouſly and wiekedly libelled and traduced. He would 
ave found religion and its miniſters held up to ridicule; the 
la and its officers miſrepreſented and vilihed ; his Majeſty 
upon the throne mentioned With contumely; and that con. 


ſtitut ion, under which ſo many and ſuch excluſive bleſſings 
are enjoyed, made the conſtant theme of rude, unfounded, 


and unprovoked invective. It was the hon. Gentleman's 


duty to have read this book before he came down to the Bri- 
tiſn Houſe of Commons to reflect on the ſentence and pro- 


Crown performed their duty, withont examining with great 


It was not merely his on character that he ſought to reſcue 
from the aſperſions and reproach of the hon. Gentleman on 
this occaſion : he owed it to the court of King's Bench, thus 


to remind that hon Member, that it is 4 delicate ſubject at 


any time to difcuſs the nature and circumſtances of verditis 
of Juries and the ſentences of Judges, but to comment with- 


o 


1 


ceedings of the court of King's Bench, No man could com- 
petently judge of the mode in which the officers of the 


care the ground they prooeeded on, and leaſt of all cuuld the 
hon: Gentleman competently judge of the kind of proceed- 
ing ſagainſt Mr. Smith without reading the book alluded to. 


' 
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on legal ſentencts in a ſtate of perfect ignorande of the cig- 
cutoſtances: under which they are paſſed; ſſſews nat leſs of 
temerity than want of candour, and in any criſis of the affairs 
of a country is not only unkind but inflammatory. Here Mr. 
Courianay attempted to explain, that be Was fat from mean- 
ig to denſure the ſentence of the cburt of King's Bench. 
t the ſpeaker called him to order, informing him, that he 
would have an opportunity of explaining aftef᷑ the hon and 
learned Gentleman concluded his ſpeech.] The Attorney 
Ganeral proceeded. He ſaid he could believe the hon. Oen- 
tleman meant not unjuſtly and indiſeriminately to aſperſe the 
character of the coùrt of King's Bench or its Judges, but 
might not he be deceived by truſting too implicitly to infor- 
mation looſely and inauthoritatively conveyed to him, and 
come down to that Houle without giving tlie ſubject that de- 
liberate conſideration it was entitled to? n 

Wich teſpect to the proceedings againſt Mr. Smith, and his 
treatment ſince His conſinement, he could aſſure the Houſe 
nothing ſevere or harſh was done on the part of government 
or its officers. That priſoner could not but remember with 
how: tuch readinefs government allowed the ſtate priſoners 
in 1794, every indulgence ſuited to men in their ſituation that 
was cunſiſtent with the meaſures taken for their ſafe cuſtody. 
And here he could not help remarking, that the charges 
againſt them were of the moſt ſerious nature. A charge, 
which if not ſupported by. proof-of legal treaſon, moſt cer- 
taĩnly the evidence given on the trials fully ſnewed that there 
did exiſt grounds of accuſation, for never in the world was 
a conſpiracy againſt a government, and; for the ſubverſion of 
all order and all la ſo clearly unfolded, and the intentions of 
the men Who compoſed it, ſo manifeſtly wicked. If gentle 
men would but caſt a glance back upon that memorable æta, 
they wauld perceive that the accuſed were not only treated 
with kindneſs, but he muſt think with two great lenity; and 
had Mr. Smith made any repreſentation to the Secretary of 
State of | unneceſſary rigour or unmercifut treatment, he was 
ſure it would have been attended to. No ſuch repteſentation 
was made; he was free therefore to conclude there exiſted no 
grounds for reaſonable complaint. On what an hon. Gentle- 
man had thought proper to ſay of the priſon, by them called 
the Haſtile, he muſt be permitted to make a fe obſervations. 
It was reſerved for our time, for the beneficent and moderate 
age of phitoſophy and the rights of man, to call thoſe places 
Baſtiles, which were inſtituted for the impriſonment of of- 


fenders 


* U 


* 


fenders againſt the law. Would gentlemen; look a little at 
the origin of this kind of ſcandal, and at the kind of 
by whom it is uſed; it claimed cloſe kindred with the revo- 
lutioniſts of France, for our priſons were firſt called Baſtiles 
by the orators of Copenhagen-Houſe, and Pancras Fields, 
who uſed it not only in their public harangues, but in con. 
dential letters, ſo that we trace it moſt diſtinctly to the hpt+ 
bed of anarehy; and now it is only uſed by perſons willing 
to propagate French principles, and deſtroy the Engliſh con- 
ſtitution and the Engliſſi government. And he molt fincere- 
ly believed, that at the moment he was fpeaking, had not the 
legiſlature paſſed the acts ſo much inveighed againſt by is 
kind of people, we would not have that conſtitution to which 
an hon, Gentleman (Mr. Tierney) had that night profeſicd 
his attachment; and for himſelf, inſtead of being occupied 
in the diſcharge of his duty, he believed he would .not be in 
vid England, nay; not any where ; ſo malignant and deſtruc- 
tive would have been the operation of the new fangled doc- 
trine. But to return to the caſe of Smith. —An hon. Gen- 
tleman had particularly alluded to the proceedings in Court, 
and one circumſtance he would mention which muſt in every 
impartial mind, produce entire conviction that nothing could 
be more remote from the with of the noble lord who preſided 
there, than unneceſſarily to treat | priſoners with rigou. 
When it was known to the Court that Smith had made a re- 
preſentation of the ſeverities of his confinement, Lord Ken, 
yon, a magiſtrate of great firmnels, directed an enquiry into 
the truth of the caſe, and the reſult was, that the governor of 
the priſon, and the phyſician, both teſtified that it was a prox 
per place of confinement, and that every poſſible degree of at- 
tention was paid tothe health, &c. of the priſoners. If, how- 
ever, it could be proved that ſince the ſuſpenſion of the Ha- 
bens Corpus, that in a few caſes perſons wers treated with ſe- 
verity, nay, if even there exiſted many caſes of this kind, 
much as he muſt lament it, it would not be ſufficient to, ſen- 
ſible minds not to ſuſpend the act. He did not know. wha 
were the viſitors of places where ſuſpected perſons are con. - 
_ fined, he believed they were many of them oy high character, 
but ſurely they might have enquired of the ſheriffs concern- _ 
ing the truth or falſhood of the repreſentation of priſoners., 
Had gentlemen done ſo, they would have” found that it had 
been attempted to impoſe upon them, and the Houſe would 
never have heard the accuſation of that evening., He had 
| himfelf been applied to by ſome of the ſtate. pellen Ok. 
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relating an anecdote of ſotme co chan; but when gent! 


evident their enquiries are, miſpuided, "and their reſults me 


_ choſe; Hande the adminiſtration of this country, and its ea 


5 4 
Die: it] woobf Ats fn. 1 all 


; wnderftariding that the 1 were aldelated, 5 a hop b for 


the Ale of, BY fled with all Kinds of 5 ets: Tos 
that no an 010 have dared to fell any. whi re elle, a ö 
which they had been ſeparated; he refer ted them to the the 
riffs, who foon after informed him they "had, gone whatev 
ras neceffary. An Höß. Genitermati Had pleaſed himſelf 


men 55 Hi in coaches to the Baftile it 'might'de. aſted 
they einplo themſelves properly when there?“ It myſt. 


as do not by any Fate ns juſtify the tone in Which gentleme 
accuſe povernment of want of lenfty. Had wy purlued the 
enquiry, in a proper, manner, the eriffs muſt ave been a 1 
plied to, and other perſons examined whoſe local, fituagi 
enge their information indiſpenſible to a concluſive opi- 
nion. If the ſheriffg were found to blam we, it would. be, 
rave point to proceed upon; but nothing of this ſort was a 
edge He mentioned the ſtate trials. at Maidſtone, and. 1 
minded Mr. Tierney that his vote for oh ſuſpenſion of the 
Haben Corpus 1 in 118 Taff ſeſſion was given becauſe the grand 
Jury had found à bill of indie ment for high treafon. The 
arties were tried, one was found guilty, The reſt were ac- 
ge but * what had paſſed | in 1 3 was it not now. 
Vident that all were implicated in a defi KIM invite France 
to the invaſion of England—to favour the invaſion of Ire- 
Ld? Gentlemen might Tay the evidence againſt theſe m 
Was collected from ſpies, bach muſt he remembered that K* 
deſcription TED flons 155 . $ the more calumniated as the 
kTuth.” Miniſters would not 55 Jultitied to let the-go- 
vdernment We its chance a internal traitors, by not 
ping meaſures of ſafety on the evidence, of. ſich men! 
Talking of the United Trifh, he obſerved, that United 100 
men Cid make United Britons, and if as a fociet they did 


not'correfpond with ſocteties here, as individuals they propa 
gated their miſchief.” An hon. Gentleman might, if 


compariſon withthe government of France and'it 


| Cnet Bur would Gentlemen reflect on the clofe alliance 


in ptigeiple between the United Irich and the French; ; that 
Uke them "they bad their executive directory, that in that there 
was 4 government within a goverument, ekiag the ruin of 
2 country, but audacious enough to promiſe the . 

Feral tg of ry ſuccour from he fale of the eſtates the 


and in « 


He 
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| He concluded with obſerving, that while;/an h were 
| 9 entertained by the United Iriſhmen of fev r- 
from this, their correſpondenee with the he died nah my 
country could be only through, the agency of individual 
but it. would be from ſociety to ſociety; — there were * 
United Engliſhmen who had. the ſame views as the Unit 
Triſhmen. | To thwart theſe views, to fruſtrate the deſigns - 
of thoſe he wiſhed to overthrow the, whole political, civil, 
en and moral govetument of the world; was the great 
12 of the power which the wiſdom of the Fo cur had 
t t 


ely entruſted to the Executive Govefnmeitt of this coumry; 
to continue that er for a: time ta be N Av gy dee he | 
moſt ardent neceſſity, was the object of the bill now. 1 7 
the Houſe, and therefore it ſhould have his hearty — 
Mr. Courtenay explained. 
Mr. Burdon ſaid, that he himfelf had viſited the elle 10 
Fo the treatment of the ſtate priſoners had been 2 
plained of, and he had ſeen nothing to Jo ſtify what had 
end on the ſubject. It mares Lc ly was neceſſa * 
jailor ſhould have that degree of authority over the priſoners 
855 Iohieh was neceſſary to their ſafe cuſtody, and to the police of 
the priſon. Hyg had been informed, however, on viſiting the 
tiſoners in Cold Bath-fields, that. the Rate priſoners 
Ft there was by no means an agreeable circumſtance, a 
it was a thing for which the place was not deſtined. With 
teſpect to regulations and ceconomy, every thing ſeemed to be 
conducted i in the beſt manner of which ſuch an \Sftabliſhm 120 
Minka, capable. The ſtate. p riſoners had a very liberal. 
wance for their ſupport, he believed. 138. 4d. a week, and 
every DS the F ee arity, 00 propriety 
revai | 
Sir Francis Burdett ſaid, that it Pn 90 the este 
of Government acting under the law for ihe ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas Corpus. AQ, that thoſe. men, who were taken up 
chould not be more ſeverely treated than the circumſtances = 
| 1 uired, and more ſeverely than he thought that men con- 
ited of the crimes laid to their charge ſhould be treated, 
Took the Tubject of that treatment it certainly was rimpor- 
tant that there ſhould be no exaggeration. He was | con- 
vinced, however, that great ſeverity. had in ſome inſtances 
been Riel. The hon. Gentleman who {| poke laſt might not, 
in Walking round the gallery of the l have obſerved 
any ſymptoms of this, and in looking into the cells he might 
N any offenſive ſmell, and might ies that en 
wv 
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Was clean withed.- Wat it conſidered, however; what muſt 


be the ſituatiom of a cell ſeven feet ſquare; after a perſon 


had been in it ſome hours, or when perſons were eonfined 
ſor many weeks without being permĩited to go out but for a 
few minutes to waſh themſelves? In theſe cells there was no 
wood nor paper to keep the perſons conſined from the c 
tact of the wall, and in wet weather; or after à froſt, it was 
evident that a brick wall muſt be ſo damp as to be extremely 
inſalutary where no fire was allowed, He agreed, however, 
that theſe matters were not ſtrictly in point on the conſidera- 
tion of the bill before the Houſe. A future opportunity 
might occur for that diſcuſſion, and perhaps he might feel it 
neceſſary to move an enquiry on the ſubject. It Was the 
duty of. the Houſe to take care that the extraordinary powers 
which it granted ſhould not be abuſed; it was in its pour | 
to grant ſuch an inqueſt as was necelfary for that object, and 
it would be its duty to grant it, ſhould: there be reaſon to 
think that oppreſſions had been exerciſed. The learned Gen- 
tleman oppoſite (the Attorney General) had defended the pro- 
ceedings of Government, and the judgments of the courts of - 
law in caſes of libel. © Certainly,” however, that matter was 
not connected with the preſent ſubject, nor had it any thing 
to do with the treatment of perſons taken up under the act 
for ſuſpending the Habeat Corpus. There was à caſe of great 
hardſhip of Which he had been informed. A number of 
perſons were brought up to ton from Mancheſter. They 
were loaded with irons ; in this ſituation they travelled, and 
when they arrived, they were lodged in the Correction Houſe 
in Cold Bath- fields. From the effects of travelling in this 
ſtate, their legs were very much ſwelled, and when lodged in 
the priſon, the Bow Street officers ordered the irons to be 
knocked off, which was then a very painful operation. They 
then were throw n-into places quite unprepared for their re- 
ception, and next day taken before the priyy council. They 
were Expoſed: to great inconvenience, as though ſeveral of 
them were manufactuters. they had nd opportunity of giving - 
directions about their affairs, nor of obtaining redreſs, as 
nobody was permitted to fee them. Now, however, he un- 
derſtooud that the ſituation of theſe perſons was much im- 
proved, and that they had all the accommodation of Which 
their ſituation would admit. Objection had been taken to 
the word Baſtile. Certainly that word was employed merely 
to denoted pri on; as to any compariſon with the Baſtile un- 
der the old Government of France, that was not the queſtion, 
„ od os ot ho dey v" "fox 
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for whatever might be thought of a power in ang Govern- 


ment to arreſt without any cauſe, and to detain for an un- 


limited time, it was generally admitted that perſons confined 


in the Baſtile had every accommodation which a ſtate, of con- 


— 


finement allowed. As to the bill before the Houſe no grounds 


had been ſtated for it, much leſs was there any cauſe for the 
precipitation with which it had been hurried on. Sir Francis 
ſaid, he had come down the preceding day to {tate his reaſons 
againſt it, but he found that at a very early period of the 
evening it had been diſpoſed of. It was a meaſure, however, 
which demanded all the attention of the Houſe ; it was more 
important than any meaſure of finance could be, inaſmuch as 
men's perſons were of more conſequence than their property. 
He was the more ſürpriſed at this, becauſe when he made his 
motion for a liſt of perſons taken up under the act for ſuſ- 
pending the Habeas Corpus, to which the right hon. Gentle- 
man had thought proper to agree for reaſons of his own, and 
not for thoſe which were ſtated in ſupport of it, a kind of 
threat was thrown out that a renewal of the bill would be 


moved, and that the right hon. Gentleman ſhould then un- 


fold the dangers with which the country was threatened, and 
bring forward the proofs of the conſpiracies which had exiſt- 
ed. No ground had, in his opinion, been ſtated on which 
the Houfe could ſurrender ſo important a bulwark of the li- 


berties of the ſubject. 


The Speaker ſaid, I wiſh to ſet the hon. Member right. 
The bill was not hurried through the Houſe, for a notice of a 
motion for leave to bring it in, was given ſome days before by 
the Secretary of State, and it was not till after the Houſe 
had gone through ſome public buſineſs, being near five 


o' clock, that the right hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) brought in 


the bill. 
The Solicitor „ eee 6 one good effect had followed 


from the diſcuſſion, that it famed: A be admitted that now 
there was no reaſon to complain of the manner in which the 


ſtate priſoners were treated. It Was a habit, however, with 
gentlemen, on the other ſide of the Houſe, to beſtow upon 
every meaſure which originated on this, and on every part of 


the conduct of adminiſtration, the moſt opprobrious epithets. 
One thing reſembled Robeſpierre's committee; another the 


Taille in France, and they were compared to any thing that 


Was likely to excite prejudice. What were then the reaſons 


for continuing the ſuſpenſion bf the Habeas Corpus act? One 
hon. Gentleman faid 5 had aſſented to it on the finding of a 


. grand} Jury. When the Nature of the * is ca conſider- 


. 
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ed, however it would-be ſeen that this could not be any rea- 
ſon for agreeing to the meaſure. The purpoſe of pa mots. 
the Habeas Corpus act was to enable the executive government 
to ſecure ſuch perſons as were ſuſpeed to be conſpiring, and 
inſt whom no caſe could be immediately made out. From 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act this country had, in 
different periods, derived the greateſt advantage. It was uſed 
in King William's reign when many perſons were hoſtile to 
the exiſting eſtabliſhment, and it contributed to confirm the 
authority and the ſafety of the new government. In the re- 
bellion of 1715 it had been uſed with the utmoſt advantage. 
Many perſons ſuppoſed to be ill affected to the family on the 
throne were taken up, and when the danger was once over, - 
were ſet at liberty; and to this ſalutary meaſure the cauntry 
owed its ſafety. The benefits reſulting from it were the 
more conſpicuous when contraſted with the fituation of af- 
fairs at a period when it was not employed. The rebellion 
of 1745, though at a period when the family on the throne 
was more firmly eſtabliſhed, and when the prejudices againſt 
the line of ſucceſſion had ſublided, threatened to be of more 
ſerious conſequence to the public ſatety than the former at- 
tempt, becauſe in the former caſe the concert and plans of 
the leaders were defeated. What had happened in Ireland? 
the diſcoveries made in that country afforded powerful reaſons 
for the meaſure. It was then proved, and it had likewiſe 
been proved to thoſe who attended the trials at Maidſtone, . 
that attempts had been made to inſtitute ſocieties of United 
Britons; that governments within governments were .organ- 
ized with all the appendages of executive directories, coun- 
| cils, and committees. It was very eaſy to underſtand that, 
though ſuch deſigns did exiſt, it was extremely difficult to 
bring them home to any individual, becauſe individual guilt 
was ſo wrapped up in the general maſs, In Ireland, catho- _ 
lic emancipation had been the pretext for deep deſigns of 
treaſon, and the veil employed to conceal the plot for diſ- 
ſolving the connection between the two countries. Reform 
was here the pretext, and would any hon. Gentleman fay that 
this pretence concealed nothing? The powers commitied to 
executive government had often been employed with the u- 
molt advantage to the public ſafety. They had in recent 
times, as well as in earlier periods of our hiſtory, enabled us 
to defeat the dangegs with which. we were threatened, and till 
the danger was Fully over, it was the duty of the Houſe to 
grant thoſe powers by which only it could be encountered. 
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Mr. Mainwaring ſaid, that as hejwas in ſome degree im- 
plicated in what had been ſaid on the ſubject of the treatment 
of the ſtate priſoners, it was to be obſerved that the correction 
houſe in Cold Bath Fields had not been eſtabliſhed for./any 
ſuch purpoſe as that for which, in the prefent ſituation of 
affairs, it had been found: neceſſary to employ it. With re- 
gard to its management, he could ſay that there were none of 
the abuſes ſtated. The keeper of that jail was a perſon. of 
great hymanity and attention to his duty, and every care was 
exerted for preſerving the health and comfort of perſons con- 
fined. He was ſure that there was not a more comfortabie 
place of the kind'in the whole country, or in one which, in 
roportion to the numbers confined, there was leſs ſickneſs. 

| Very thing was provided for the ſtate priſoners in the moſt 
liberal manner. He did not know to what the hon. Baronet 
(Sir Francis Burdett) had alluded when he ſaid, that the pri- 
ſoners were out only for a few minutes; they were out every 
day for ſeyeral hours, and he now underſtood. that they were 
allowed to be altogether in the ſame room. Of the propriety. 
of ſuch an indulgence, he was not called upon to ſay any 
thing, but if he had been conſulted as a magiſtrate reſpecting 
fuch a thing, he ſhould have conſidered it his duty to refuſe- 
it. Unqueſtionably great miſrepreſentation muſt have been 
given of the ſtate of perſons confined in this priſon, - and the 
manner in which it was regulated. _—- * 5 
Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, that as a great deal of miſrepre ſenta- 
tion had ariſen upon this ſubject, it was extremely important 
that it ſhould be fully explained, and that the falſe impreſ- 
fions which it had been attempted to make on the minds of 
the public ſhould be removed, A day or two ago, he had re- 
ceived a letter from a friend of his, informing him, that cer- 
tain repreſentations had been made to Gentlemen in that 
Houſe, commonly called members of oppoſition, reſpecting 
the ſituation and treatment of ſtate priſoners, which were 
very likely to be incorrect. His friend, therefore, to enable 
him to judge of the ſubject, had ſent him minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of the magiſtrates who ſuperintend the conduct of 


-the priſoners, with remarks on the ſtate of the priſon ; to this 


ſubject he had not had an opportunity to turn his attention, 

as his mind had been occupied with the important plan 

of finance before the Honſe. He had now, however, re- 

viſed the documents and obſervations ſent by his friend, and 

they would be found to be of great importance in clearing 

vp the ſubjec}, of the treatment of the ſtate priſoners. He, 
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was aſtoniſhed at what the hon, Baronet had'ſaid, reſpectipg 
4 the ſituation of the priſon” in Cold Bath-fields 3. he had been 


there as well as the hon. Baronet, not for the purpoſe of vilit- 
ing any particular perſons there, or on the ſpur of the occa- 
ſion, but to examine the general ſtate of the place, and to 
view the ſituation of the priſoners. He had likewiſe been in 
the habit of correſponding on the ſubject, before there was 
any idea of its being agitated there, and the accounts he had 
heard were very ditterent from what ſome Gentlemen had 
| ſtated that day. He had been informed, that by the prudent 
regulatious which then prevailed, ſeveral perſons had been re- 
claimed from habits of vice and idleneſs, to induſtry and 
ood behaviour, and had been reſtored to ſociety as uſeful 
objects. The charge which had been made, was certainly 
of a very ſerious nature, it was no light thing to ſay, that the 
Executive Government could be ſo malignant; as to exerciſe 
any ſeverity againſt the pe:ſons taken up, farther than was 
neceſſary for ſafe cuſtody, and to prevent them from tainting 
the minds of thoſe with whom they had communication in - 
- confinement. - It was a charge either againſt his right hon. 
Friend, or againſt the noble Duke,” more immediately at the 
head of this department; or againſt thoſe who were more 
directly employed in the cuſtody and ſuperintendance of the 
priſoners. The latter were perſons who in their ſtation were 
no leſs reſpectable than his right hon. Friend and the Duke 
of Portland, and who mult equally feel for their character; 
no body imputed to his right hon. Friend, or to the noble 
Duke, any particular inclination to gigour, and the magiſ- 
trates to whom the ſuperintendance of the priſon belonged, 
were therefore implicated if any extraordinary ſeverity was 
exerciſed. From the documents of his Friend he was en- 
abled to lay before the Houſe a great deal of ſatisfadory in- 
formation. It was proper in the firſt place to obſerye, that 
the regulations which prevailed in this priſon were many of 
them founded upon the principles recommended by the ex- 
, cellent Mr. Howard, and ſuperintended by ſeveral perſons 
who had an aQive and laborious ſhare with that benevolent 
character in his enquiries upon the ſubject. Different boards 
exiſted to Tuperintend the regulations, and to receive infor- 
mation reſpecting the ſtate of the priſon. One of theſe 
boards met at leaſt once a week, and the minytes of their 
proceedings would be found to contain much matter; which 
would throw light on the preſent queſtion. As he was read- 
ing the account of the priſon in theſe documents, and * * 
| ö f N | the 
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che repreſentations given of it, he could not conceive any con- 
traſt more ſtriking, It-reminded him of the ſtory in Joſeph 
Andrews,” of the different remarks which were made by two 
travellers in a ſtage-coach on the character of a gentleman. 
whoſe eſtate they paſſed. One ſaid that he Was the beſt huſ- 
band and father, the moſt generous friend, that exiſted, ' The 
other, who had been aſleep during this panegyric, awoke, 
and remarked the fine eſtate they paſſed, and lamented that it 
belonged to fuch a raſcal. Parſon Adams, in the ſimplicity 
of his heart, concluded that the Gentlemen muſt have been 
ſpeaking of different perſons, and when he himſelf compared 
the repreſentation of honourable Gentlemen with the docu- 
ments before him he was almoſt tempted to think that gen- 
tlemen on the other ſide could not be talking of the ſame per- 
fon. Nothing can be more ſatisfactory than the account 
which his friend gave of the (tate of the priſon, as to the 
health and treatment of the priſoners. The gentleman Wb 
wrote the letter, a reſpectable clergyman, ſtated (here Mr. 
W. read ſeveral extracts) that he had ſeen the food intended 
for the priſoners, which conſiſted of as good legs of mutton 
and pieces of beef as he had ever ſeen at his own table; that 
the utmoſt cleanlineſs prevaited throughout the place; that 
of the number of which the priſon contained at any one time, 
which was two hundred and forty, the lick were only three, 
and the deaths for the whole year only two, though if the 
fituation of many of the perſons when they came in was con- 
ſidered, the place rather reſembled an hoſpital than a prifon. 
The minutes of the fittings of the magiſttates, to which he 
had alluded, would ferve to ſhew what had been the conduct 
of ſome of the priſoners, and the neceſſity there was to watch | 
them with care. It appeared in theſe minutes that it was 
ſtated dy the chaplain that two of the perſons canfined in this 
place, Burkes and Smith, had behaved fo ill at church, had 
ſo openly.expreſſed their contempt of the worfhip, that he 
propoſed that their attendance ſhould in future be diſpenſed _ 
. with. Theſe minutes likewiſe contained the meſſage of 
{| Lord Kenyon on the occafion alluded to by his learned friend 
(the Attorney General), and teſtified his lordſhip's approba- 
tion of the conduct of the magiſtrates, and the management 
of the priſon in the higheſt terms. It was ſo very important 
no that the ſubje& was under diſouſſion that the miſrepre- 
ſentations which had gone abroad ſhould be thoroughly cor- 
rected. that he hoped the Houſe would forgive his dwelling - 
upon it with ſome minuteneſs of detail. What then was the 
2 | -fituation 
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ſituation of the facts in the caſe ? On the one fide, there was 
the evidence of the minutes of the proceedings of the magi- 
ſtrates in ſuperintending the Rate of the priſon, and on the 
other, the accounts which gentlemen had received from the 
parties themſelves. They had proceeded to enquire into the 
{tuation of the parties conſined in the ſame manner as Don 
Quixote examined the galley ſlaves on the crimes which had 
reduced them to that ſituation, and no doubt the one as well 

as the other would endeavour to repreſent themſelves as ſuf- 
fering without juſt cauſe. If, however, the evidence of the 
parties themſelves was to be taken, it would be neceſſary to 
take their evidence both ways. Mr. Smith's authority was 

quoted for the hardihips he ſuffered, it would be neceſſary 
then, as ſometimes was ſeen in law caſes, to produce Smith 
verſus Smith, It appeared that Smith himſelf entertained, no 

reat idea of the motives which induced ſome gentlemen to 
—.— themſelves about him, and imputed it rather to a wiſh 
to bring the matter as a motion before the Houſe of Com- 
mons than from any regard to him. It appeared alſo, that 

though Mr. Burkes, in an intercepted letter, complained 

that he was dying for want, the minutes of the board 
ſtated that on his coming before them, they found it ne- 

ceſſary to recommend to him cleanlineſs ig his perſon. 

The ſame Smith too, in a. letter to his wife, ſtated that 

he was in a better ſituation than he could imagine, that 
he reflected againft the uſe which had been made of ſome 
things he had itated, and particularly diſapproved of the com- 
ments of thoſe who ſtiled the priſon a Baſtile. All theſe 
facts and confeſſions clearly proved that the hon. Gentle- 
men oppoſite had been impoſed on, and that, frqm too cre- 
dulouſly liſtening to the information they received, they had 
brought a ſerious charge againſt a very worthy and honour- 
able ſet of magiſtrates, /+ This inſtance, however, ſhould not 
only teach Gentlemen not to take up their opinious ſo lightly 
on ſuch; ſubjects, but it ought to teach the public to Ailirulſt 
- repreſentations given on ſuch partial authority. It was of 
great importance that falſe impreſſions thould not be def - 

for it was extremely difficult to root them out. To prove. 
afterwards that they were falſe does not correct the evil they 
have produced, or ah as an antidote to the poiſon they have 
diffuſed. The credulity of the hon. Gentlemen themſelves 
could rot be accounted for but in this manner; after what 
they have ſaid, too, of the dangers which threatened the 
country ; after conviction had flaſhed on their minds * N 
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that had paſſed here and in Ireland; it was matter of won 
der that they were not overwhelmed with remorſe and con- 
fuſion for hat they had formerly maintained; it was mat- 
ter of ſutprĩſe that their nfinds were ſteeled agaĩfiſt the i- 
controvertible evidence of facts, and it could only be imputed = 
to the early biaſs their minds had received. For his own part 
he truſted that he was not the laſt to feel what was due to 
ſuffeting, but at the ſame time there were feelings of another 
kind which ought hot to be overlooked. He never could for- 
get the ſaying he had read in early life of that great and good 
man Lord Hale, an ornament not only to the profeſſion of 
the law, but to his country. When aſked how he felt when 
he pronounced ſentence of death on a criminal; he replied, 
1 That he felt for the fituation of the priſoner, 'but he felt 
likewiſe for the country.“ He begged leave to recommend 
the example of Lord Hale to Gentlemen on the other ſide of 
the Houſe. They ſeemed to be tremblingly alive to the 
ſituation of thoſe who were taken up on ſuſpicion of the 
greateſt crimes, but they did not ſeem to be alive to the dan- 
ger of the country. They ought not to be ſo ready to lend 
themſelves to thoſe who abuſed their credulity. There was 
another point on which he felt himfelf obliged to make a 
few.remarks. He had often heard things which had been 
ſaid with much mirth and pleaſantry there, Which were after- 
wards repeated with moſt miſchievous conſequences elſe- 
where. An hon. Baronet talked of the Baſtiles which were 
erected in this country. The practice of giving theſe names, 
however, was of the moſt perniciqus tendency.  *Every one 
muſt recolle& that thoſe who had formed themſelves into 
ſocieties in this country for the purpoſe of following in prac- 
tice what they admired: in France, adopted the names of 
every cuſtom and eſtabliſhment to which the new ſtate of 
things in that country gave riſe. ' 'Theſe men acted well and 
wiſely for the purpoſes they had in view. They were wiſe 
children in their generation. They knew that if they could 
bring the names into uſe, they would prepare the way for the = 
things. Shakeſpeare, the great maſter of the human heart, 5 
in one of his plays, repreſents the fondnefs of the mother as 
dwelling on the pretty words of the child. In the fame man- 
ner did the people here adopt the phraſes of thoſe they wiſhed 
to imitate.' Gentlemen were .not'awate'in'what light their 
- metaphors and allegories might be taken up by others. He 
recollected an anecdote, told him by a friend of*hifs'Who Had | 
been preſent at a popular election in a certain borough:” ho . ; 
| F | | yera ; 
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veral--perſons-came to the poll, and voted for citizen ſuch a 
thing, and againſt the other candidate, who was à banker. 
Soi f the mob propoſed! that they ſhould go and fack che 
Baſtile and let ont the guineas, from a confinement more. 
rigutous, probably, than that which the hon. Baronet 
deſcribed to be the impriſonment of the old Baftile. Gentle- 
men might thus fee in what light their metaphors may be. 
taken up, and with what purpoſes they may be connected. 
With regard to the meaſure before the Houſe, there was 
ground enough for the underſtanding of every man who im- 
partially viewed the ſtate of the country, and recollected late 
events. Thoſe who have thought that there was danger, 
who think {till that the danger is not entirely. over, would 
not relax their efforts. or deprive the Executive Government - 
of thoſe means by which they had been enabled to provide 
for the ſafety of the country. He was happy that the pre- 
fent opportunity had occurred of removing the falſe impref- 
ſions which had ariſen on this ſubject, and he hoped that thoſe 
Gentlemen, who muſt ſee they had been deceived, would 
come forward and confeſs that they had advanced this very 
| ſerious charge without ſufficient grounds. It ought never to 
be forgotten, that men,' who expoſe themſelves to ſuſpicion 
mult. often incur the diſadvantages of guilt. Men, therefore, 
ſhould: be cautious how they gave occaſion for ſuſpicion... 
The ſafety of the ſtate required that we ſhould regard it na 
leſs than the caſe of individuals. It was a' falſe compaſſion. 
which felt only for individual-hardſhips, and was callous to 
the genera] dangers of the coumry.“ . Nett 
MI. M. A. Taylor confeſſed that miniſters had exerciſed 
the diſcretion entruſted to them with great lenity. He 
thought, however, that there was no ſufficient ground ſtated 
Tor the bill before the Houſe. He could have withed rather 
that the information on which miniſters thought themfalves:. ' 
| juſtiſied in calling for the bill had been ſtated to a ſecret com- 
mittee, on whoſe report he ſhould not have heſitated to vote ' 
for it. With reſpect to public proſecutions he neither im- 
peached the ſevegity of the Attorney General, nor the courts 
of law. He had read the book written by Smith, and he 
thought it of the moſt diabolical tendency. If the Habeas 
Corpus. Was ſuſpended on the dread of invafion, however, it 
did not follow that now it was neceſſary. He did not fee - 
ſufficient ground. to. juſtify the Houſe in giving up ſo im- 
portant a privilege. He was convinced the ſtate prifoneſs + 
he not been treated in the ſevere manner repreſented, and 
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he believed if the hon, Baronet ſa that he had been de 
ceived, e would he ready to ackn Sowa, I ge it. welt. 
MI. Elliſon had voted before for.the — of ws 
zeas Corpus Act, and now Jaw no-reaſon for altering the!gpi- 
nion he. then ck prefied... As to the treatment of priſoners. 
taken up in en of ſuch ſuſpenſion, i it was his wiſh 
they ſhould be treated not in a capricious; but in a conſtitu- 
tional manner, He alſo wiſhed To all magiſtrates through- 
out the Kingdom would give in a report 25 the treatment of 
ſuch priſoners, and confident he was, that from this repont it 
- would appear that the priſoners experienced a treatment ſuch + 
as might naturally be expe&ed from hearts of humanity, in 
a word, from the hearts of Engliſhmen, and not what might 
be ſupgeſted by the callous hearts of gaolers. 

The Attorney General, in explanation, ſaid that it was 
"wrong to ſuppoſe that he entertained any wiſh to,keep-thoſe 
in prifon who were now detained in conſequence of the ſuſ- 

penſion of the act. On the contrary, his object was in hav- 
ing it continued, to prevent others from getting into priſon. 
for ſure he was that neither the trials at Maidſtone would have 
taken place, nor would there now be any perſons in confine- 
ment, had not the term for luipending the Act been * 
mitted to expire. 

Mr. M. A. Taylor explained, and affured the learned 1 
tleman that he had by no means ſuppoſed him to have any - 
ſuch object in view, as that to which the learned Ann 
had alluded. | 
Mr. Alderman Combe ſaid that if Sol exiſted in the ki 
dom twenty-hve thouſand, inſtead of only twenty-fiye fed - 
tious perſons, he could not fee how it were poſſible for them 
to at againſt the King or the Conſtitution. It muſt be evi- 

dent to the Houſe that it was impoſlible for ſuch-a number to 
do any ham. Senſible, therefore, and ſatisfied as he was 
that the preſent ſtate of the country did not require a ene wal 
af the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act, he felt it his duty 
to endeavour to preſerve that act as a bleſſing, and not to'get 
rid of and caſt it away as a curſe. 

Mr. Weftern ſaid, he had heard nothing ſtated which to him 

appeared to be a ſufficient ground for continuing the ſuſpen= 
ion; though, if he ſaw that any real danger made it neceſ- 
ſary to reſign that great bulwark of our liberties, the motion | 
ſh6uld undoubtedly have his concurrence. But in his opi- 
ion the country never ſtood*in a ſtate of greater ſecurity, 
nor never did there exiſt lels danger to. the hots than 


FA . 


* 


1 


- 


— 


Pre. 17 woobratt's BARLFAMENTARY derbe. 405 
# we preſent moment. Our sffalrs, whether we looked Jt 
them it · a foreigtt or a domeſtie view, would he found perfect 
ſecure ** there Was nothing; therefore, — wouly Juſtify Him 
in nei üieſting in the pre at motion. Lee 

The Chan lh „7 the Exchequer bad he wouſd! detaiti"t 

nein of the Houſe only for a few moments: But he ch {0 
not omi tlie preſent opportunity of remarkinj on the cha | 
- ef opinion” that betrayed itſelf in the minds of ſome gentlemeèn 
5 On the cauſe of tlie ſrcurity now enjoyed by the cone 

A worthy magiſttute has acknowledged chat the ſtatè of 
w eguntty is materially 7 and ſo materially changed, 

that he ſees no neceſſity of adopting the meaſure nom propoſed. 

He too had the fatiefaftion' of o ing that the affaits of th 
coypntry, both abroad and at — were indeed very matęriq 
changed. But on the cauſe that prodùced this material chatige 

doth abroad and ar home, on the ſources from which has f 
this foreign and domeſtic ſecurity; his opinion differed! hid 

from that formerly entertained by. the gentlemen of the other 
fide of the Houſe. To thoſe ſalu ary precautions which it vir — 

no His wiſh to ſee refiewtd; did * and he truſted he mi; 
fairly attribute that Fucceſs which ' we have obtalned 5 

arid that ſecurity Which it is acknowledged” we now 57 at 
home; though by thoſe who now confeſs thar ſuch precautions 
had been neceſſary, it was formerly afferted that they led to 

nothing bur, diſaſters abroad; and to the deſtruction of the 2 
ſtitution at homer Fhey now, however, join in cong 

tions on the ſucceſsful efforts that have been exerted in 90h 

reſcue the country frotii the various daiigers that threatened 1. | 

dangers upon the authors of which the Houſe could not nor 
look, back without horror or indignation. Vet when he nov 
ſolicited powers to obviate and àvett the recurrence of thoſe 
dangers, the granting of thoſe powers was oppoled by that ſide 

of the Houſe who before perſiſted in a bold and poſitive denial 
of the ſucceſs of thoſe precautionary meaſufes which they now 
confeſs. to have been witely and prudently adopted. What then 
could be the object or che 59 80 of Th a oppoſition” but to 

3 the adopfſon of thoſe wiſe, pretautions to which * 

vation of the cbuntty has been ſo' generally and ſa ju juſt 
aſcribed? It is eue that the ſtate of the country is __ 

rially'e changed for the better, and does not this 2 
how miſtaken were the notions of thoſe who pte 
very mean by which thofe 1 ets and calamities were 5 
vented that have burſt” upon and deſolated other countries? 
ſach then have been the 55 effects of the uſe of thoſe "iy 

which the dom öf- * Had ertruſted to the" hatide bd 
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1 5 
* 


Joo —WOODFALL'S- PARLIAMENTARY-REPORTS. , [ 
the Executive Government, and which gentlemen oppoſite 
him have the candour to confeſs have hen uſed with diſeretion, 

lenity and moderation, ate we at once to throw away as uſeleſs 

and unavailing thoſe very precautions te which the cbuntry has 
been ſo materially. indebted, merelſ becauſe We have eſcaped 
from thoſe dangeis, he exiflence af which the gentlemen Who 
_ oppoſed him would not ſee, or if they ſaw it, would not on? 
Ibey muſt be little read, indeed, in the hook of humau nature, 
who did not diſcover in the ſyſtem of jacobiniſm which was 
Frowing up in this country, every thing that is moſt degrading 
and perverted in human natufe; every thing that betrayed 
qualities that, excite the diſguſt. and abhorrence of mankind-+- 
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.a ſyſtem; the progreſs of which may have been arreſted by a- 


Tutary, meaſures, which, were employed. to counteract it, but 
which is ſure. to return; for. it never can be extinguiſhed, as 
- Jong as the miſchie vous aCtivity of thoſe. who are tainted with 
the principles that foſter and promote it remains. untepreſſed. 
The evil of that ſyſtem has been 9 with the moſt in- 
vetetate obſtinacy—ayd if what is and deteſtable is ſup- 
ported and carried by ſuch means, what have we to employ: 
favour of what is faudable and. but that which Hee? 
Likely to fruſtrate them? Let us therefore oppoſe to that iuye- 
tetate obſtinacy, perſeverance and firmneſs, aud that inyeterate 
obſtinacy mal at, length yield to our irwineible perſeverance. 
nd indeed would it be prudent to flumber in unſuſpicious 
ſecutity, as long as there exiſt men wha are hourly meditating 
arid planning our deſtruction men o neyer wake or ſleep. 
or walk abroad without a dagger thirſting, for . our blood! 
Would it be prudent, until we are ſatisfied that this dead} 
. weapon is laid aide, to diſarm our breaſts of that ſhield hic 
enables us to defy its point, and has effectually protected and 
2 0 7 He could not but rejoice at finding that an 
Pon, Gentſeman' (Mr. M. A. Taylor) agreed in the, ſenti- 
ments he had now expreſſed; but he feared that, though can- 
dour ſeemed to dictate his arguments in favour of the quęſl ion, 
yet that his partiality for his political friends would induce the 
* Gentlemen to vote againſt it. But there was a word or 
two more which he, would beg leave to addreſs. to that hen. 
Gentleman and to his political friende He would vote for the | 
motion, he ſoys, had there been a ſecret, committee aj pointed, 
tis examine into the neceſſity of the meaſure, and if the report 
of that committee juſtified ſuch a vote. But he would tell that 
hon. Gentleman that no ſuch report was now neceffary. The 
necefffty of adopting the meaſure under diſcuſſon that hon. 
'Grdthzman would hopgly fork, if be/wguld but elle with 
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him upon what has paſſed/in Ireland; if he would but refle&- 


flect chat they till entertained the hope of -realifing'thoſs-de- 


1 ſigus on ſomè future occaſion, and that they were anxiou 


—  watdhiing for that favourable moment] if he bùt reflected thut 
it was through che medium of their traitorous agents in this 
country that the Iriſh traitors : had carried on their eorreſpond 
ence with the enemy; theſe reffections, and the conſeſſion of 
the traitors: themſelves, were doubtleſs ſufficient to produce 
a change of ſentiment ia theſe . gentlemens. minds refpeQ- 
ing the propriety of ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus ; there was 
therefore no neceſſity for-a-ſecret committee, nor could any 
better, ground be derived from the report of ſuch a committee in 
favour of the meaſute now propoſed. The day, however, 
might come, and perhaps it was not far diſtant, when it might 
he wiſe and adviſable to appoint ſuch a committee, that, 
through its medium the public might be put in poſſeſſidn of the 
extent of the treaſons thut have been plotted in concert Wix 
the rebels in Ireland, and of the ſyſteay of co operation adopted 
and purſued by their. accomplices here.. The period for that 
enquiry might come in the preſent ſeſſion; but at the preſent 
be had every reaſon to convince. him of the neceſſity of con- 
tinuing the ſalutary precautions by which the country has 
already been reſcued from ſuch imminent danger. 
Mn. M. A. Taylor and Mr. Alderman Combe ſaid a few 
words in explanation. i ee ee Lf wed a 8 . . 
Mr. Tierney ſaid, that he voted laſt year for the ſuſpenſion 
of the Habeas Corpus Act, but he ſaw nothing in the preſent 
circumſtances of the country that could now juſtify his voting 
for its being continue. 2 * . 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he did not particularly 
allude to the hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, though he hay 
him in eye as well as thoſe of his friends, who denied the exiſt- 
ence of the dangers that ſince have been made evident, and 
ho reſiſted the precautionary ſyſtem which miniſters bad been 
anxiqus to embrace in order to avert thoſe dangers. + 
be queſtion; was now called for, and the Howe divided, 
Wan an Hes „ 90 N e 
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Mt. Dundagroſe to explain'the grounds upon which he ip- 

tended to moye for a bill for. exempting ſuch perſons as entoll 
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what were ſtill the deſigns of the enemy if he would but re- 
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the ſupplementary militia. He fad there was one duty which 
he had been anxious to perform, and no titne ſeemed: more fit 
for it than the preſentꝭ and chat Was, to make the acknowledges 
ments of the-cvuntry to the country, for the unequalled eat 
and energy which it had manifeſted; The Houſe''coult not 
but recolſect, that about twelve momtiis ago the evuntry was; 
he would not ſay in a panic, but certainly in ſerious expecta- 
tion chat the enemy would make an attempt te invade the 
iland. The period he alluded to was, juſt after the rupture 
_ of the negotiations at Liſte. | The whole of the force which at 
that time exiſtod in this country, amounted in infantry, in re- 
gealar minitia; volunteers, &c! to 8450 men; the cavalry, re- 
gu lars, volunteors and yeomanry amonnted to about 20, oo, 
maleing the whole number of armed men in this country at that 
tine 104,000. But in conſequence of the threats of the ene · 
my, the people of England felt that they ouglit to teach the 
enemy, that any attempt to invade this count Id be fol- 
lowed by the total deſtruction of the invaders, and the mode 
which Engliſhmen took to teach that leſſon to the enemy, was 
to put themſelves in a poſture of the moſt complete defence. 
Sine that period, out of the force which he had mentioned, about 
2000 men had been captured at Oſtend, who, having entered 
the purpoſes of the expedition, had been prevented by the wea- 
ther from re-embarking: Beſides theſe, a body of $000 men 
had been ſent to India. It had been judged right to ſend 3500 
upon a ſecret expedition into the Mediterranean. In addition 
to all theſe, this-conntry had ſpared no ſewer than'25,000-men 
to the aſſiſtance of Ireland, making- together a body of above 
$5000 men out of the 104,000 lie had mentioned. He had 
now, however, the happineſs to ſtate, not witliſtanding ſo large 
a body had been ſent out of the "kingdom, that this country 
was, by the moſt unparalleled exertions, protected by ihe zeal 
and courage of 240, 0 men in arms. If the eountty-remain- 
_ edtrye to itſel. if it kept up that zeal hich it had hitherto 
difplayed, he would announce with confidence, that it would 
tema in a ſtate of impregnable ſecurity. He ſtated this with 
the ſincereſt ſatisfaction, and he conſidered” it as a proud day 
for England that he was able to ſtate it. That we were in this 
proud ſituation was due to the people themſelves to them 
alone the merit belonged. They had ſhewu by their conduct 
that they were determined to protect Heir - conſtitution and 
thole lang under which hey, had enjoyed ſo much happiyeſs. 
He bad aid, we were in a late of, impregoable ſecurity; he 
would not hae uſed ſuch ſtrong words, if he had not conlider- 


: l 


DD 
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tected as Wwe, now were, he certainly looked upon the idea of 
invaſion with deriſion. But he wifhed no man to infer from 


his pteſent ſecurity, that the continuance of e eee 
his exertions were not neceſſary . 


At preſent every part of the country was i ſupplied: 


with $ to reſiſt any attempt which the enemy might ven- 
ture to make. This was the tate of the remoter parts of 


the country. - In the ſouthern diſtrict there were aboves 


ey men, under the command of that able veteran, Sir 


harles Grey. In the eaſtern diſtrict there were no leſs nan | 


8o, ooo men, under the command of another moſt able 
ral. Beſides theſe, the forces were arranged in ſuch a mans 
ner, that in to or three days time, the forces in theſe diſtricts 
might be augmented: by above 20, c 0 men. This was the 
Coates of the country with reſpe to its defence. The 
country was determined to remain free, and it reſted for de- 
fence upon its own ſpirit and determination, When upon 
former occaſions he had moved for ſome of the bills for arm- 
ing the people, forme Gentlemen expreſſed a little alarm at 
putting arms into their hands. He ſaid then, What he Was 
convinced was true, that by far, very far the greater body of 
the people were ſound; and beſides, he knew that the beſt 
way to make men feel a love for their country was to 
them in a way to defend it. This had contributed much td 
that fortunate' and happy change upon which they congra« 
tulated each other. He concluded with moving, That leave 
be given to hring in a bill for exempting perſons ſerving in' 
volunteer corps from being ballotted for the ann 
militia, under conditions. 


Mx. Bowverie hoped that care would be taken that no "TM 


pediment ſhould be thrown i in the way of raiſing the . 


were, militia. 


Mum Young thanked the right hon. Gentleman foe | 


An win. nh he had paid the country. He then deſcribed 
a2 corps to which he belonged, and which he thought entitled 


to the e which the right hon. Gentleman had pro 
poſed. 


Mr. Dundas ſaid, that from the deſcription which the how: 


Baronet had given of the corps, he ſuppoſed it would fall 
within the exeinptions. * 


Leave then was given to bring in the bill, and Mr. Secre- 
tary: Dundas and the Secretary at War were ordered to ad oy 


pare and bring in the ſame. 
n Foe! then refolved itſelf i into a committee on the 


INCOME | 


* 


* 
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be r 
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Several of the:caſes of the ſchedule were then, 8 ok 
-  riety of amendments, which produced much deſukory-and ir- 
lar converſation, agreed to by che committee: 
The tenth eaſe, which related to the value of the profits bf 
woods, mimte, mnnors, and other profits of uncermaice: wars! 
amounts, created much diſcuſſionnngn◻nt 
Sir V. Lemon called the attention of the comeghny: 40-the 
peculiar circumſtance of the-Corniſh mines, which were very 
different from thoſe of _ other deſcription 3-they-were in 
general undertaken upon ſpeculation, and that undet ꝓeculiar 
diſadvantages. In one caſe, he knew where à ſum of between 
| $5,000l. and go, oool. was expended; and-no-return received. 
theretrom until very lately. He thought properties embark- 
ed in 8 very 3 manner, en * ne con- 
fidere | 20! * N. ie % i 
The Chaneelhr of the eee that the ſame ar- 
guments might be advanced for the exemption of moſt other: 
worles of ſpeculation. He ſaw no peculiar diffioulties which 
undertakings of that kind in Cornwall lay undery they might 
in ſome points of view be conſidered as more precarious than 
the mines in other parts of the country; but on the other 
hand, there was a gonſideration in their favour, that by diſ- 
coveries, not unfrequently made in the courſe of working, 
they might be ſuddenly rendered a great deal more profitable 
than mines of other deſcriptions. It appeared to him there 
were but two ways in Which the income of ſuch concerns 
rould be properly come at; either by taking the actual value 
Within che year, or by taking it at a certain average, which 
upon the whole, he thought would be be 'contalad; to oa 
miſſopers teſident in the country. 
Hurdon mage a few obſervations ta abs: fake ed, 
Ir. ' Percival ſaid, that conſiſtently with the 1 
the 12 do difference could be made whether the income was / 
deriv: le from a largę or from a ſmall capitll. 
| The hon. Baronet complained of the buſineſs in queſtion 
byng in. general a precarious ſpeculation. So it would de 


d to; be in moſt others. For inſtance, the proſeſſi on | 


wh ch he belonged tg, the law; it was indeed a very preca- 
Nous ſpeculation, and ſo a great number of thoſe who em- 
' barked in it had experienced; but he begged Gentlemen to 
conſider, that the diſadvantages attending ſpeculations in dhe. 
neee did not agiſe from ibis bills they were ta . 
N reap 


* 
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Feste by it. This law muſt act upon all ſuch things a it 


one ER Arby e \$4--a<) 3a Ede 4 twrh | 
| — ſpoke ſhortly. in reply, and after ſome ſar- 
ther 8 between Meira. Bouberie, Lloyd, Banks, Sir 
,. Young, and Mr. Pitty it was ſettled by the committee, that 
the valuation, of, the, profizs arifing tramumanors; Woods, &. 

uld be taken upon a fair average. to be-confided to the 
commilſſioness/; but that! in he cafe of mines, the valuation 
ſhould be taken on an average not excceding:five years-. 


The next caſe, the-1 thy. which related 0 eſtimating the 


income of tenants of lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 


oduced alſo. a very long and defultory converſation between 
Mans Wilberforce, Banks, the Solicitar General, and the Chan- 
cellor of the. Erchegquer, and other Gentlemen; the xeſult of 
which was, that he rule reſpecting hereditame nis let at rack - 


rents was amended. by the committee to the following effe&v* 


that the value of lands let at a leſs rent than three hundred 
pounds per ann. ſnhould be taken at a rate, not lower than one 
1f of the amount of the rent, nor higher, than the thege· 
ourths of the ſame. And in caſes where the rent 4s: 200. 
or upwards, the calculation ſhall. not be made at leſs than the 
8 of ſuch Avounty nor wy Tea gs of * 
ame, F 44.4 5 12 WARS «T4 
The twelfth caſe being areived MM | 7... RR 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, after remarking the late- 
neſs of the hour, repreſented to the committee the improba- 
bility of getting through the remainder of the ſchedule, and 


the propoſed amendments, at any reaſonable time that night, 


he therefore ſuggeſted the propriety of reporting progreſs, 
and ſitting again the next day. - 


A ſhort converſation here enſued bark Mr. #7 gley Ab 


Mr. Fil, reſpecting the future progreſs of the bill, in conſe- 
quence of the former wiſhing to know whether in was in- 
tended to receive the report he next night, ſhould the bir be 
gone through. * 


The Speaker obſerved, We regularly? the e got 


be made for the purpoſe of taking it into conſideratio on 


the ſame day the committee concluded its ſitting : Atf mi wo 


however, be received pro forma, for the n Nee e 


ing its conſideration to a future day 4.187, 


be reſult was, that it was underſtood the report ſhould e 
received the next night, in the above way, by Which the bill, 


with the amendments, could be teprinuat, and iſſued out to 


Vor. J. 1 e | - the 
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tary militia, which/wab” real 


importance, and no particu! 
ſpeedily carried into effect, it mould not de hürried throug} 
_ the Houſe, He did not think it very material w ether 'or 
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the membem in due ume previdis to its father con eration - 
bg fixed upon that nights boo Anu 36 1 Bult , | 


ouſe then reſumed, and the chairman reported 


| Eo The commitice was dige kthch to fit again * 1 


** 11 Vob 114 obne 4 Ebrts. 567 9 ili 


Mr. Huſtiſſon preſentell a b | to exem DEP 0, hs 


the volunteer corps from Ly "for the ſupplemen- 


(rſt tine, and ordered to be io 
read a ſecond time the next dae: : 


Mr. JVigley roſe to obſerve that the bill being ons of | * 
Har reaſon exiſting for its being 


not it was read a ſecond time, the next day, hut he was of 
opinion, that as the meaſure requited ſome a ken on Lach 
ticularly as. 13 a number of petſons would be ken 
the parochial ballots, that proper time ſhould be 1 
1 it, in the courſe of its ſubſequent p We 
n account of the Tateneſs « the 5 Chancells of 
Exchequer then propoſed to defer the ton 6 al 74 
— 3 es till the next day, which was agreed to, 
The bill is to be printed a nd delivered to 11 — Members on 
W and to be taken into further PRA on Wed 
NEJUE * bl: 4 
1 ourned at half paſt twelye. o'clock. | ; 
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The royal aſſent was given by commiſſion to the ihre . 
lion dam in, and the land tax redemption amended bil- 


bel Oape of Good Hope neutral trade bill; and H nruraR- 


zation bill were brought up from the Houfe of Commons, 


read a firſt _ and ordered to be read a ſecond time on 


l Wbt kein 25 


g of W divoec ill, wt 
"tering 


7 * 


/ 
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_ of counſel and evidengotifereoii, was Red for nee 


ln 
£ The vün gde ration of ai nwretpetiiag 

bills, was poſtponed, An W. neſday until F 1 next. 
nl e gers ond 2 aS}94; N 18 55 | 


45K qt 5615 io] ; 133361 16 JE CO 30 10att ; 1» 19914 BY * 97 1 


of 01 h5:9hno 9H HOUSE O COMMONS., UN 
Foy . SATURDAY, Dues 422014 b: Bals beet 


8 nar brovight up the report or ine committee 
herring-G ery. | Geer ig be laid on the 

Nis! 19163 10 printed. 5 
Mr. Ryder m 052 That the 405 of his preſent Mg 


Friday 


elty, 
welle to the Mtabliſhoioor' of a. Court, of ons Moyeht 


8 and, be read, Which being done, he moved 
85 e YA 152 a bill to "Date and continue the ſaid ate. 
Gran 4 | | 
Mr. % bioug Ms ort of an Indem 
M was 255 195 1 the vin ordered to be read 2 
55 time 75 Wedneſd lay 5 1 get 8 0 

he bill, for eempting volunteer corps ing bal. 
beit in the Mmilitia 5 SP 4 ſecond/time, and © ng 


e-committed to 2 e of the whole "Houſe on Wiel. 


99 


rA aer a boni 9 | 


fete Belgrave na, that” for his ek SA 7 \ and For 
reſpeR to the Houſe, he thou ght it N 1 * notice 
d cal 


that early after the holidays be ſhou e attention 
the Houſe to a ſubje& which he had brought before it laſt 
year, and which Rad received its ſanction, but whic ch'was res 


. 


2 jected by the Lords. Te meant the ſubje&, of tres Hf ron ting at 


NeAions. He Knol: Hot whether he ſhould pr 


ſare again in the 7 7 Fi 0 or in the hap e K. A re 8 
tion, but ſomething At fort le ould 905 propoſe 


| ae what e wer Was, as that there nh 
de ſome regulation, for the pit was to rmorg the 


- 


+ — which accompanie al pinion vs and Mecihons 
be. upon; a Ha (Ef 155 17 1 7431] 2 70 1 18 &, 
; Ag An: } 4 18 21 g b ect .. A a4} nd FR 


af? 4 e 17 a e 
Wang 


* $4 \ - * a 4 % 
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after the holidays. fr was not, with Ni ſo muck a matt Bore | 


zi, 


; 
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fo te Hey rere ae cpm on the noone 


A if 7. We! * 
. Aim x : {Ved SW (112 ME). aff 


Ms, NN dthe. mini r.whether. it Was bis inen. 
tio e un ee of the report on Welfaeſ-⸗ 
| tay F 10 cle t be in the hands of Gentlemen until ahat 
Tek d therefore 180 would be ng time ib conſider it until 
Thurſday ; at the leaſt, r Chriſmas day was no day of buff- 
le was 15 if peaking for himſeht, for he wanted notime, 
by there were page in a different {1tuation, who had gone in- 
to che country, N did not care 5 attend the detail of ;the 
megſure in the, committees,! vp) ho wanted to ſee the whole 
printed, 12 who wiſhed to 10 upon the ſubʒect once for 
all. An hon, Friend of his Lora) in partichla % have 
begn gone. into the cbuntry, and WhO wiſhed to ſpeak Upon 
hit lubje cd after the report Was made, but he could not be 1 
prepared for that pur poſe without ſeeing What fort af a thing 
15 the bill was when the committee had done wih it, and which 
he could pa learn by, poſt, before Thurſday. Under theſe im- 
prefſons, ha hoped he was not aſking too much of the good- 
peſs.of the ;Chancellsr of ihe Exchequer. when: be b 5 
that the report might ſtand ſor Friday: and the third reading 
of dhe bill f for Menday :; It Was, faid; indeed, Bat all caY - 
. on the bill would b ready for delivery on Mon- 
but hat could hardly de the cafe. It wis.now Saturday 
N and he did not preſume that the printers would labour 
on Sunday. He might,” indeed, be jüſtißed in deſiring the 
bill to be poſtponed: altogether until, after; the holidays, but 
that He did not preſs; he only aſked for a day or i e a 


b 6 Yin very well be grapted, eſpecially be the Houſe was 
I 
h 


n. NM CAT iT" 44; N asd 3H lhe; 
e Chancellor of Fe. X xehrauer area wiſhed thei bill, u?, 
be diſcuſſed upon 1 report, ot u 


was no ſurpriſe to, b n of, in his caſe, tor it WE. 4 
well known that .all bill Mas, rough except be 
caſes annexed to the hs chedule,, whic ' egul not be 


expected 

to oecapy much time; after 1 ihe ne w clauſes were % 

| hey raduced, and, as us, whole, was ex Red to, he printed, 
 rhete was noting 1 ye remarkable. in eing the Houſe was? 


but f inly attended, . accommodate. 
Hy Rag: but” a be happy 12 otily that the 


| Jes lot wre of that Hauſe, we. alſo. of another Eaſe oK 

| legiſlature, ought to he attended. io, and it was now gleap chat 
= _ they\cqquldinaot njapatherbolidays until thebillwas diſc 
ii or en bed 255 off till a ve#y inconvenient ſeaſon. 
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e third reading, I There 


ie ID M7 
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pic l aan ee TR 181 . 
berni ne stin a5 the b t Gentfectan ot e fe - 72 
v0 pexlonal convenience to accommodate, nor did he ſee w 
1 15 | NS Wo Opie fo laudably Sls ent, 'biafelf. as 'a nie | 
ber ob Parliament, could have 485 roy 90 Tee 7 1 0 er 
of aby kind 5 and indeed the Gent! 455 40 e SON de 
: "was only a qualified ſeceder, wh6;'althou ot 29 
' perlonally to, attend the. eue, Was Jr. w 85 13 
intelligence of its proceedings by poſt; ed 1 0 
and ae cee to be ready for Jet 55 onday. 
Mr. Trerney-obſeryed, chat the firſt payment 125 the bill 
r. until the fifth' of June, and there ore, there 
ration o the bil}./', 1f5t PO CHO © ao 
We e, of the FM Wy obſerved, 7 the aku al- 
# igned by the hon. Gemtlenn for delay Was "Ys One - 5 | 
for expedition in t his meaſure, for the yery idea' of [ried bis if 
/ bGr{bpayme under the bi I! fo far off a as the fifth 'of fe on % 
plied that between the palling of it, "and the firſt” 
1 there ought to be conſiderahſe time, and 160 were 155 
| to be as little delay in the progreſs of the” bill as poſſible?” 
the truth indeed Was, at n account 01 Farſous Aran 1 
of appointing hrſt and ſacond colmmitho a ro 8 , making ae 
kits 'b 


- _ __ _ examining returhs, Claſling 1 Trp Sn biſfe 

f preparatory to the firſt payment, . een that ank 
3g paſſing abe bill, would not, with "Qt 0 Rae bebt "legifta- * 
ture could uſe, be thought 100 To Ng, and therefore he e cond. 


not agree to any delay in this caſe. REIN Op 
35 ee 5 Fo. are the Abart ett” wigs | 


4 ) 1 nittee upon the bill. $i 
| 5 u that pätt of the wade clauſe inen ve the 1 hs þ 
a of e the, 7 of a e or an average of - 


„, (Ys * K 41 1 


„ Mev W Pig i it wt lie objet of the bill chat, r 
Pp Ez A, Man hen bad. a - Rastuazing income ound pay t 
W of: the. Rate in the ſame 9085 Zortion! Ade ett 
ſen wehe. enjoyed af ated inco 2255 evaſion,” "= 
p $A 0 en 1 5 ale Je OF 155 OS... 
| ae ould pay; according to.the full amount of 
. a SY e aVes ASS 5 
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would think eralchres1 juſtified in athering to the fri 


12 e, law, and lig e 5 any advShthpe 
ki Bip e bill, 11 incautibull 200 280 | 
985 2 of the. Exchigque 3 
exagy of five years Would 255 5 Lox objeAions: 


n ord 
| Frpaled, and who 
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| Contain. 1 Ws mind dhe greateſt objection te e bill = 


Was, that uncertain and temporary income was taxed: Wine 


Tame amdurit! as; permanetit income, andthe precurivuſnefi of - 
the ice mer aden Was greater than any other:; he thought 
therefore the; N at ifitft given to tratlers of felefting/the 


ine dme of the ſaſt core? Feat, or on the average:of three 
e of the: vill a Corel 1 


Was nir ant by the 
e enſure the inequality Af its operation with vel 
thoſe 


1755 muſt endure ih ſhip by it; ke hobett, | 
the refore, that tlie Contitnittee wolild permit that to rEmath as 
 ftobd, viz. That the option mould bb annull. 

Mr. Thornton and the. Lhancellor of the. Exchequer explained; 
is was not the idea, but only that an option das gte to 
2 wade. &e. to decide whether the'average of three years;-or 
the laſt precedis year; was the beſt criterion; of his'income : 
but this optioh Was nat RF 10 be made, but to de fred 


1 „ it o e e 
"Six Þ. Baring bf hs hrs Wha the baden dee. ü 
| 455 on what ground he made Hts. optieen 07 150, 


lr. Alderman Curtis as of opibion it would bebetier, 55 
xd. of allowing an ation, to eſtabliſh the taxiaccordin; 
e oy Py of 7155 years; otherwiſe, he Was afraid 


vould be:many 99 e ee nn 


Sir F. Baring  figgeſted that the fame pe E: ould be 
= granted to aten TIP the ate of. Fine. of | 
. the dee 198 0 taken on an- alerage of fi 

1 2 11615 21 11 * 10 5. ai (+1 87 
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Me 1 
| term e 2 ſo fiequently been uſed. He thor 
it 00 Harſh a term, a ober t feen 
55 F ee in Which it was ſometimes aid; chat tricking 
ir 


that much in che . 


in love; ſo Was it held, even of perſons cdnſciehti- 
ous EN eſpkcts, that <:tricking was FG fair in taxa- 
gn. ;There were undoubtedly many conſcientious perſons, 


| | Who, Jets ed any wiſh or intention to defraud, and yet, 27 feel. 


ing [that the preſſure of this tax would beat hard up pon ins 


770 he: 
wer EE richer” 2 Year, | 


= 
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thus Hude an anity of takin ig "af eſe Mill more in 


their: faudur⸗ TR raves an Ticks an twize them 
r eee 1g ban 111 t ert! 28 * 
Mr. /#Filerforce' ſuggeſted whether, in particular 
rein u tradeſman; &. was not likely to aſcertaid fair 
Within three years the average af his income, a power 


not be given eee e. grant a longer term for ſuch ys. 2 


an one's making an averager He cenſured. the manner in 


which an him Member (Mr. Termiy) had e en, 


perſons attempting to evade the act. 


1 ne 


Mr. Tiernen Explained what he had before ſtated. He d 3 


| there hk various: caſes in Which perſons of fair character 
Would av 1 of every advatitage coming within 


the later of This had been frequently done under 
the e bane] he had no doubt would be equally pracs 


tiſed under tie preſent bill. He had heard ſome inſtances of 


that ſort ; one in particular, of a perſon who had enjoyed a 


conſidetable penſion, which he had relinquiſhed for the ſake 


of a luctativd office under governthent ; that perſon was re- 
ported to have given in a ſtatement, and paid at the rate of 


Zool. a year; availing himſelf of ihe eircumſtance oſ his hav- | 


ing l his penſion, and chat he had not wan N 
come into the office ot I 

Lord Hawkeſbury ex preſſed his ſur priſe at the u e 
anecdote that the kon. Gemleman had juſt ſtared! It ap- 
peared to him to be a very ſerious charge againſt the pe 
to nom it alluded, and that ĩt was a matter which ought not 
to be lightly paſſed over; on the contrary, it ought to be hed 
to the bottom? He hoped, therefore, that the hon; Gentle- 


man; in Juſtices the petſon wh Dev er he might be, that Was. 


meant dyvhis/alluGon- d feel it ineumbent ophm Him to 


give: the Houſs mort explicit ihformation on the ſubſect. 
Phe Cbanrellur of the Exobequer declared, that he could 
| 900 no idea whom: the hon Gentleman allyded to in hat 
be bag juſt faid, bur: hs: the tranſaction, if true, was cer: 
tain) 4o/litcle oreditable to any per ſon holding an office; under 
5 elnmept, and ſo <ohtrary to what he was willing to hope 

for Yeoh! be the conduct of euer officer of the government un- 
dq deen cirownſtances, that he could not help riſiug in order 
| 25 icolarly: to wecweſt that the hon. Gentleman Would take 
ee be in the Houſe or but of it, to let him no- 
on was to whom he hall alluded; Mr. Pt add- 
e erſunded the hon. Gentleman Would des vn 
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2a moment's reflexion that as the matter nom reſted, a ful- 
picion would fall on all perſons” who had relinguiſhed any 
conſiderable penſion, and had. alſo received. a place in the 
courſe of the Jaſt year, and that it was due to them, as Well 
28 to the government, and perhaps to the perſon himſelf, to 
ave this matter cleared up. He: faid, that he thought, the 
hon. Gentleman mult ſee that either he ought not to have 
one ſo far as he had done, or that he ought'to go further 
that it was to be preſumed, it was not altogether.'on light 
grounds that the point, had been mentioned and that a ſuſpi- 
cion ought no more to be divided unjuſtly between ſeveral 
perſons, than to be caſt unjuſtly on any one, the hon. Gentle 
man, he truſted, would ſee the reaſonableneſs of this remark, 
and would not wonder at his earneſtneſs in ſome way or other 
10 know the name of the perſon alluded to 
Mr. Tierney replied, that though he Would not hold him- 
. felf directly reſponſible for the truth of the ſtory Which he 
had told, yet he certainly would not have mentioned it, if he 
had not believed it to be true; that he had heard it however 
from a perſon on whoſe accuracy he thought he could rely, 
and whom hg ſhould be ſorry to bring up in the buſinefs ; 


and that he did not know whether he had any right to men- 


tion the name of the party to whom he had alluded.” He 
would confeſs fairly, that he ſhould not have named the thing 
at all, in the manner that he had done, if he had thought that 
the right hon. Gentleman or the Houſe would have taken it 
up ſo very ſeriouſly ; that he had mentioned it in the courſe”. 
61 his obſervations in the way of an illuſtration, and not for 
- the Cake of pointing at the particular perſon,” and that he 
_ wiſhadthe Houſe fo to conſider it. „ Md er tf bg 
The (halter of the Excheguer & preſſed himſelf ſtill dif. 
ſatdisfied. He ſaid he thought it very material that the perſon 
in queſtion ou be named, and that he had been endeavour- 
ing, while the hon. Gentleman ſpoke, to conſider who was 
likely Ars etbe perſon; and if the hon; Gentleman dedlined' 
naming the party to whom he had alluded, it would convey 
a general imputatlon wo thee who had penſions or offices 
of truſt; whereas, if he named the perſqn, it would at once: 
lead Either to'a detection, or afford him an opportunity of 
Clearing himſelf from the charge which had been thrown out. 
He cd only remember one inſtance of a perſon who had 
 "xelipquuſhed a penſion and been appointed? to an office; and 
if char was the inſtance alluded to, he couldzake upon him 


4 "ta" 


» "8 


— 


SGentleman might atleaſt allow the Houſe ta take it * — 


mme tat; und thiat he Had heard it of the perſon whom the right 
as a rumour, and that he Was now petſoaded the'rumour 4 
falſe, in conſequence of what had deen LN by the "fight bh ons 
RA 


| the Houſe heard no more of the def it eee \ rank it for 


| Roald, inthe fame public, manner, retract it if unfounded. 1 
Were it himſelf, as a man of honour, he ſhould feel himſelf” | 


15 it o che fame light, ahd act in  milar mapner. „ f 


ſon, to whom he conceivgd his right hon. Ffle 


an ae infinuation might do his fame in the eyes of he 
wor 


: 8 ine the matter, and having examined it to 


1 
— F 4 
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to lay Hap the perſon alluded to ſo far from not Having paid 
4 full tent vf $ income, *aftiially Paid x Barger roluntary | 
conteiblition 7 07 7 nt FR go 
MI. Alderman Combe adhnbictged that be hack beafd in 
the world the rumour in queſtion, teſpecting the evaſton of 


non. Gentleman had juſt defcribed, bur that be knew it only 


'Mri Tiarney ſaid he woe whale be ep ue. if * 


1 that he was wrong. i 
Mr. P##erval remarked, that hd how? Genen _ 
ſp6ken as if many conſeientious perſons thought no hari 5 
(io uſe his ex preſſion) of © tricking in love, or tricking the ] 
lic.“ » What the hon. Gentleman's idea was of conſcience | 
8 knety not; but, for his part, he ſhould conſider ſuch con- | 


dad as unqueſtionably immoral. ' 


Mr. Banks thought that what the hon, Gentleman (Mr. 
Tier ) had ſaid laſt, was no adequate compenſation to the 1 
on Who had been reflected on, namely, © that if he | 


a Heute hend nd more about it, they might Tuppoſe that he 


abandoned the charge. It was his opinion, that in the 
blic manner the hon. Gentleman had made the charge, he 


bound to do ſo; and he truſtedthe hon. Gentleman would fes ] 


noble Per- 1 | 


had Ji fult al- il 
luded, and faid, that the noble Fords character for 1 1 


worth and talents, and thMſervices he had rendergd his coun- 
ry; ought- to exempt him from the injury that 3 darxand 


Mr. Wilberforce ſpoke warmly iu praile of 't % 


who might not. Eno his private virtues andi reſpecta- 
bility as well as he did, and thoſe who had the happineſs to 
live in intimacy with Him. He thought, therefore, the hon. 


granted that if he ſhould not again mention the ſubJeR | 
any future day in the Houſe, it would be becauſe he RE, B 
f | 


m, had Gifcovered the report to e e = 
one. N ee enn 
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Nr. Tierney faid, that ugdoubredly if he had 1 8 the 
character of 57 indie dual, be ſhbuld have no objection to 
retract. At the ſame time, he thought Gentlemen had taken al 
k up the matter In a light much tos Rrious, ” What he had firſt, + 
mentioned was not brought as à Terious* charge againſt any. 
one, but rather as an' illuſtration of his argument. With 
reſpect to the perſon alluded to, he confidently declared that 
he had not whiſpered 1 the name, to any. one, He had no ſort 
of Objection to enquire. ite the circumſtance; and after he 
bad enquired, he had no objection to ſatisfy the right non. 
„ Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) as to the reſult. "But as to being put 
| to the torture in this manner, and called upon as he had been 
to make a public retraGion, he ſaw no reaſon why he ſhould 
ſumbit to ſuch demands. Nor did+ he think that one hon. 
Gentleman who pretended ſo much to Chriſtian principles. 
and charity had any right to urge the matter upon him an 
| - .. farther. He thought it ſufficient for him to ſay, that, if the 
 __  * Houſe on Monday next heard nothing from fm on the ſub- 
Jef, it might take it for granted that he was ſatisfied that the 
report, he had heard was without foundation 
te The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he felt this to by s 2 
SEN matter of i importance, not only to the individual alluded to, 
| but it was important to the world toknow that heand the reſt 
of the Houſe'felt it to be of importance. + He believed what 
the hon. Gentleman (Tierney) had ſtated; that what he had, 
mentioned was rather by way of illuſtration than as a char 
and he was perſuaded if he(Mr. Tierney could recall his 3 
preſſions, he would have done it. The report was new to 
him; at the fame time he found that the ſame report had 
reached others, although it had not been heard by him: For 
his part, he knew but of one inſtanece to which the hon. 
Gentleman could have alluded, and he would not heſitate to 
mention to what he referred; it was that of one of his Ma- 
jeſty's. Poſtmaſter's General. If fo, to fave farther trouble 
to the Houſe, and to the hon. Gentleman o oppoſite to him, he 
would tell him the alluſion Was utterly unfounded; the fact 
being, that that noble Perſon had given, in the ſtate of his 
income fairly according to the direction of the act, and he 
claimed no deductions but What the law, gave him, After 
wo this,. he had doubled the ſum, and inſtead of one-tenth, he 
paid in one-fifth of his income as a voluntary contribution. 


le hoped by mentioning this, oo LN, hon, a at and 
i the Houſe would be JOE: dan 
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| 7. 1 hen repeated, that if the Houle heard nothing 

"From bim on jag Rag ſubject, they would take It for e 
hat he was wrong, and that the matter was at an Sn. 
Mr. Snuth (Chairman). ſaid, he had not Nr this 
Nn on, 285 to the ae of 1 N "but he 


5 
8 1 . that. part wt deduction + were 10 he | allowed o 
Mr. Wen Cale ſaid, "thar as is, had been Rs | 
that this bill branched out from the principle of that which .- 
had laſt year paſſed for the accumulated aſſeſſed taxes, 25 : 4 
. certainly; contained much of its ardſhips, he hoped that it 4 
- would. alſo contain a portion of that lenient Jpirit towards 3 R 
particular claſs of people which, the right hon. Gentleman e 
as laſt year induced, to give be meant the retall ſhop NI | 
- + keepers. .: Gentlemen muſt know that in chuſing, their 45 | 
* manufacturers will ſettle Where labour is abundant, | 
Where rent is low here fuel is plenty, or where proviſions 
| but the ſhopkeeper, who ſells to the public the ar- 
1 2 manuſactory, cannot have much election lie muſt | 
- have:a. ſhopiin-a populous ſtreet, that ſhop muſt make a hand- 
ſome appearance to ſhew off the iced it exhibits, in order 
to catch the attention of: paſſengers. 1 The-thopkeeper him- 
ſolf, as well ast his aſſiſtants, muſt be more particular in their 
- "dreſs and appearance than thoſe whoſe--bulineſs does not re- 
ire continual: intercourſe with their cuſtomers, and he 
50 „ -high-remed houſe Which they occupy cannot be conſidered 
but as an article or implement of trade, and is as much ſo 
. their. weights and ſcales, or their meaſures he truſted, 
A tdersſore, that the committee would conſider this claſs of 
| : and grant them ſome alleviation for which-purpoſe 
he mdyed, that after the few words general deduction, ſhopld 
de added th; amount of rent 7275 uth houſes arid warehouſes. 
. belong 2 4mants - os retail CONT 9225 abe * ons? 
traders; 05 1 th ; 
ue Chancellor of the Wa to N the words 
- i — the biff of laſt year, Hye the retail ſhopkeepers ſhould 
20h uct twouthirds of their rent, the remaining third it might 
gee 5 uppolfed chat they Would pay for 188 own 8 k 
bie 888 oy. POL T4237 "= 
CHE de el being gone ea” 5 
33 The Chancellor of the Exchequer Bid, FO: ak dy 
n open ned to the "Eloufe the We; nature + of be denn claules 
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Which it was, his intention to offer, he ſhould not now enter 
into 'atty detarled explanation of chern, particularly” as the 
Clause 8 to. meet the penoral-concurrence of the cm- 
2 mittee. Thete was one material elauſe, however, which had 
* been deferred, and which he Had pot yet explained; he meint 
be clauſe for granting cettain modifications i the cafes of chil- 
dren, It was his intention to move that the modification 
to be granted in theſe inſtances ſhould be carried beyond the 
modification allowed laſt N et the bill for the aſſeſſed 
taxes. In that act no allow neethas' made for children utider 
the number of four.——From four the ſeale roſe to eight, and 
from eight to ten. In the firſt ſcale ten per cent! was allowed, 
in the ſecond, fifteen, then twenty. He thought that in the 
preſent caſe it would be preferable to grant an dlowarice for 
esch child, deſcending ſo low as ont. The preſumption which 
this deduction proceeded was, that children did make a'very 
conſiderable addition to the expence of à family, and by & ci 
much dimiſhed taxable income. It as clear at the fame'time 
that the expenice of children was” greater in the proportion to 
ſmall incomes than in the higher elaſſes of income. Upon this 
- | principle the feale of modification was regulated. He ſhould 
Propoſe, therefore, that from the loweſt rate of income com- 
_ prehendet in this bill, 60l. pet ann. up to 400l. the allowance 
ſhould be five per cent, for each child; from 400l. up'to;x000). 
he ſhould propoſe” gl. per cent. from 1000. up to 5600), 'thiree 
per cent. and not to ſwell the modifications with any unnedeſ- 
fary diſtinctions, two per cent. for all above 5000 l. - He con- 
_ ceived that this modification would be generally agrecable, and 
embrace all thoſe cafes in which it would be the with; of the 
Houſe to graut modification, and it would at the ſame time be 
obſeryed, that the rate of modification was much more advan- 
tageons, in particular in the reduced ſcales, than the modifica- 
tions in the Aſſeſſed Tax Bill had been. 
The Speaker ſaid, that he ſhould detain the Houſe but a very 
few moments to ex preſs the great ſatisfaction which he felt at the 
clauſe which had now been offered. In ſuch a meaſure as the 
preſent it was fruitleſs to ſuppoſe that great hardſhips would not 
* place; it would be fruiileſs to affect not to. foreſee the 
difficulties with which the execution of a meafare 10 important 
and neceffary would be accompanied. He hoped, however, 
that the Houſe would not attempt to remedy all the hardſhips, 
becauſe ſuch an attempt would probably have the effect to 
render its application ill more ubequal, with the additional 
inconvenience of diminiſhing the advantages and the produce 
of the bill. They ought to take their ſtand upon a great 29 
"4 VVV 1 
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-. ”ciple, and to that they ſhould adhere, The principle bere 
| was to raiſe within the year a certain ſum from the income ac- 
cCruing within the year. Iß they withed that the meaſure ſhould 
be attended with its proper KEEN weed V ain . 
ng to apply a remedy to every particular Cale of 1nconvemn- 
5 N48 might be ſtated. They ſboufd be guided rather by 
Aduty than by feeling, or rather, they ſuduld corre the-narrow 
view of individual intereſt by an enlarged conſideration of "the = 
ſecurity of protection which every individual derived from thaſe 
meaſures which tended to ſecure the blefingy' of that conktity- 
tion under which 'we lived, and that indepentlemce whicli we 
enjoyed. It was clear that children abſorbed a great partofin- 
' "come in the lower claſſes than in the higher, and this W˖r 
principle of me modifications propoſed. The fatiohoniof the 
_ Houſe would, he was fure, be equal tb what he felt in ch‚Ʒꝗi 
templating the caſes to which theſe modifications would'spply. 
They would relieve many reſpectable families who lived in the 
country on moderate incomes. They would relieve many vf 
ſſtt⸗zhaſe who bad meritoriouſly come forward for the publie de- | 
ſenoe in yeomanry corps, in volunteer corps; & Above all, 
they would relieve that moſt valuable claſs of men the * 
Ihe ſituation of theſe men, ſo wletul, ſo reſpected, were 
every view entitled to the attention of the NHouſe. Bodtid by 
their ſituation and their education to live, perhaps, in a tile 
abqve their income, though net beyond their reſpectibihey, 
they would derive that relief from thoſe modifications which 
eyery man muſt 'wiſh they ſh6uld receive. To thof&/who 
looked at the practice of our anceſtote, it would bea prond 
conſideration to find that the idea of granting any modifications 
00 or relief in the modes adopted for raiſing the ſupplies wus new, 
that it was pecuſiar to theſe times. Loo at the bead - toll cata- 
logue of taxes, and of revenue acts. In che tenths, in the ſub-⸗- 
ſiidies, in the centages, and treillages & c. ris ſuch modifications 
had ever been introduced in favour of any deſeription of pro- 
perty. In other times, four ſhillings in the pound on real pro- 
perty, and two ſhillings and ſixpence in the pound on move - 

_ able N had been impoſed, without any modification 
Whatever. When in lieu of theſe modes of raiſing fupply the 
land tax was impoſed, it was laid on all kinds of property with- 

out diſcrimination of circumſtances, or any allowance for the 

term by which it was held. It was reſerved for theſe times to 

grant thoſe modifications which gave relief in caſes where it 

was deſirable to [mitigate the weight of public. burden. He 

_ © ſhould be ſorry, however to ſee the meaſure fritiered away, 
_ and its benefits reduced by too many modifications. The great 
e R 5 Pony object 


= 


- 


* 
- ö * 


8 * che mesure vas to ſuperſede. the neceſſity of exceflive 


public credit from, | 
Lebt. It wanld,operate on the hopes of thoſe. whom it was our 
- iptereſt, te encourage and to animate ; it would operate on the 
fears of: hole, whom it was important to convince of our power 
and our; reſources. In the conteſt in which. we, were engaged 
heſtway: to bring it to a concluſion was to thew that we 
were prepared for id continuance. Ihe enemy had firſt at- 


4 
—— 
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de ſap the attachment Mann to their government. In this, 
| howevery they had been diſappointed by the firmneſs of that 
Houſes. 5d ſhe repreſentatives of an immenſe majority of the 
„deep of chis country. They had next attacked our inde- 
. pendence, but that threat had ſeryed only to excite an univer- 
Aal dur of indigastion againſt thoſe who had meditated the 


| r rel umptuous deſign. i They. had founded their hopes too on 5 


&.t0:timiniſh-the weight of permanent burdens, to relieve 
dit from the pręſſure it received from accumulating 
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tacked the principles of our. conſtitution, and endeavoured to 


the embarraflment which our public debt would occaſion. It 


ad been ſaid, and not unreaſonably, chat our public debt was 
the heſt ally of the enemy. It was in the power of this Houſe 
then, and he truſted it would be their diſpoſition, to diminiſh, 
„Eng to diſſalve, that alliance. He ſhould be 2 to fee any 

iGE@tions of the tax that could tend to defeat fo great and 


: 


bene at home, and to give confidence to jour, allies. Such 
| &: meaſure [would tend ho leſe to theſe great ohſects than 
„ Our Haval triumphs, than that great victory we Had lately 
obtained, und which would be remembered to lateſt poſterity 


my : 
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de e wouſe (others! 10 contribute to the great work in which 
ve were engaged; that the public debt, like other, alles; of 
. the enemy, would ceaſe any longer to inſpire them with hope 


he;rejoiced to ſee the modification propoſed-by. his right hon. 
Friend, which, - preſerving that principle, afforded that relief 
-- which-it-was felt maſt urgent to beſtow, +. 1 0 os 
St/. Pulteney ſaid, =_ he diſapproved. of ihe meaſure, 
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'- - © that his filence on:the preſent occalia 
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vdot on account of the ſums it was to raiſe, but what wag ün- 
cConſtitutional in the mode; and he.withed it to be undetſtaod 
n ſhould not preclude him 


« Important adyantaget which it was calculated to produce. He 
_  Ahould be forry'to. fee any thing done to cripple. a meaſure that 
Amnſt dend ſo much. to diſmay the enemy, to inſpire confi- 


with pride and exhltation. One of us. fitſt effects would 


or ourſelves with deſpondency. He hoped the Houſe would | 

_ . forgive} him for having. treſpaſſed upon them with, theſe ob- 
uſetvations; in other ſtages of the buſineſs he 3 
rom givin any opinion on the principle of the meature,;and 
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at a future period from giving any opinion which, on conſidera- 
tion, he ſhould form on the clauſes propaſed. 
Mr. Ryder ſaid it was with great -painthat he felt himfett 
- obliged to differ from his right hon, Friend. Mr, Pitt) reſpect- 
ing the modifications propoſed.» He thought that the-modifl= 
Alien was extended too much to the higher claſſen. 
Ihe Chancellor of the. Exchequer ſaid 15 was ſure the oppoſi- 
tion which had been made by his right hon, Friend to this 
meaſure was founded upon the pureſt prigeiples, and were welt 
worthy the conſideration of the Houſe when theſe Seu were 
printed. He, however, {till retained his opinion, t 
exemption he had propoſed was founded both f in juſſioe and 
humanity. It was very true that there might. demi caſes 
in which children fo far from being a burthen might, 275 
lt to their parents, but it would be extremely diffi Hye . 
poſſible to make the diſtinction among the poorer. FN 
ple. Children were more expenſive when 
oo when they grew up, now the.caſe was. dirt 
with reſpect to perſons of large fortune; but it 
poſſible to draw any line between them. He was 
would be impoſſible to make this bill operate es in evi 
caſe; but if any clauſe could be ſuggeſted that would dimini 
the inequality. he ſhould be happy to ſupport it:. 

Mr. Wibafere allowed there was ſome weight inn the how” 
| Gentleman's Objection; but it did not appear to him, ſufficient- 
ly weighty to prevent his aſſenting 0 the. clauſe of * "right. 
hon. Friend. 

= The. Speaker ſaid a few words in caplanaticds 4 69 ah which 
ho new clauſes were brought up, and orderecl to be printed, 
together with the whole of the bill. The report was then 
ordered to be taken uo fame coolideration on Thurſday 


next. 15 "Js. wt TI wi n A oP os 
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Colonel Fl: ifud leid, that on. account el dhe bill lately in- 
troducęd into the Houſe for exemptipg-petſons ſerving in Vo- 
lunteer corps from being drawn ſor che militia, he thought ĩt 
his duty to enguire into, the preſent ſtate, both of the ordinary 
and the: ſupplementary-militia, Wich that view he would now 
move, That there be Jaid beſore the Houſe an account 2 | 
eſtabliſhment. and preſent effective force of the ordinary . 
ſupplemental militia to as. Jate a period as the ſame could bo 
made up, diſtinguiſhing the reſpective force of each militia.” 

Cal. Sloane ſec onded the, motion, which, after a few words 
RE the Chancellor in Exchequer. was agreed to, | 
«The gther a0 1 . wete then diſpoſed of, . the 
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8 Armorial Bearing Bill, and the. Annual Inderniey 
Bill were read a third time and palled, 
The. bill, for reviving and continuin the-35th of his; pre- 
fent Majeſty for eſtabliſhing a court of judicaure in New- 
= ind the Iſlands adjacent, was brought up by Mr. 
read 41 ume, Pk en to dy cada e 
1 1 7 Mp 1 er 
EY HAS corPus. TY 
may Chanetller of the Exchequer mioved the a of te hey 
on the bill for continuing the ſuſpenſion of the Habras, Corpus 
Act, which being read, and it being for the bill Belas in into a 
committee, . 
He moved that the ſpeaker do now lave the chair : 
Mr. Courtenay roſe and faid he was now about to adduce 
additional reaſons to ſhe w there was no neceſſity for ſuſpend- 5 
ing the Habeas Corpus Act any longer, and before he did ſo, 1 
be a ed leave to read the declaration made. by his JOS, | 
in Apel. 3 
- Whereas it a $ hk t rkati troops 
and warlike appr ay the preparation ior the mb wkatin of os 
tivity in the ports of Fe Flanders and Holtand, with theav de- 0 
fign of „ ifwafon of his Majeſty's dominions ; and that in 8 
10 the enemy is encouraged*by the correſpondence and commudications | 
of traĩtorous and diſaffeRed perſons and ſocieties of theſe kingdoms. A 
Hlere, he faid,' was à plain and candid reaſon aſſigned for 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habea: Corpus ARt, but he would follow | 
up this declaration of his Majeſty upon that important oc- 
nne hether che caſes was the ſame now as it 
was th Wer is Majeſty's enemies making any prepa- 
beers of the” ihvaſion of theſe kingdoms ? If they were, 
m what place, or in What manner were the making ſuch 
preparations? And, by whom were they aided and abetted in 
this eountry ?- He would aſk one plain general queſtion, were 
we now in the ſame ſituation as we were laſt year when the 
Habeas Corpur Sufpenſion Act was agreed to? Had not our 
enemies been baffled and diſcomfited in different parts of the 
world? Was it likely chat the French, would invade this. 
_ Sounitry when it was ſcarcely probable that they ſhould retain 
their preſent conqueſts ? Had not the glory of Great Britain 
reſounded over the whole globe? Had we not an our- * 
| ſolves! N vod the Adriatic : — Moſt un. 
„ | Wn oubtedly 
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'doubtedly all theſe queſtions might be eaſily, anſwered; and 
ve owed much to the allant and renowned Admirals, Nel- 
fon and Jervis, whoſe honours, although, great, had ſcarcely 

kept pace with their merit; they had reſtoged, or :rather they 
had extended the glory of Great Britajn'by the vigour of her 
navy, and elevated it to. a degree before unknown in the an- * 
nals of even ber triumphs. Indeed they had ſerved their 
country in a manner that had not yet been mentioned, + 
though it might produce very eſſential advantages; they had 
introduced a [pecies of parliamentary reform in this country ; 
being advanced into 4 Houſe of Parliament, they might pu- | 
rify a vitiated atmoſphere, : tainted and corrupted by ſome 1 
blaſts of azatic—[ 4 loud cry of order] order ! Chair ! chair ! | 

I . The, Speaker, reminded Mr. Courtenay that he was hot 
ee to the queſtion befote the Hopſe. A 

Y f. 


* 


3 2urtengy proceeded. He thought be might have been 
permitted to uſe a metaphorical expreſſion, but he was or- 
krected. He ſaid he ſhould not have touched, perhaps, cer- 
tainly he ſhould not have dwelt upon this ſubject, had he not 
imagined that it aroſe naturally out of what had been ſaid on 
a former debate upon this bill, and of which, in point of ſpirit, 
if, not in ſtrictneſs of langaage, this might be called a con- 
_ tinuance, He muſt now advert. to what had been ſaid-by an 
|  _ honourable and learned Gentleman on the laſt debate upon 
=, this, meaſure. That Gentleman had ſtatgd-ſome points, as 
if be (Mr. Courtenay) had miſrepreſented ſome facts relative to 
the priſon in Clerkenwell, - wherein the ſtate riloners, are 
f this matter, 


now confined. Gentlemen, in the diſcuſſion o 
had dwelt much on topics of general humanity, on Which 
they thought good to declaim a great deal, and aſſert many 
things, one word of , which he did not deny, But he ſhauſd 
now re-affert what he had formerly este upon the ſubject. 
He had ſaid that men were confined in this prifon in cells 
without fire or candle; he had aſked experienced lawyers 
whether they knew of any rigour. like this to any ſtate pri- 
ſonexs in the courſe of the adminiltration.gf [juſtice in this 
country 4 They had anſwered him, they did not. Theſe 
points he ſtated the other night in debate in that Houſe; no 
one anſwered him in that point. What did he aſſert upon 
the ſubject of theſe priſoners? That he ſaw priſoners ſhut up n | 
in narrow cells, expoſed to the ſeverity of the weather, with- 9 
out fire or candle; and that if they cloſed the wooden ſhutter | | 
-of the window, they could have no light, or frellf air. This | 
he afſerted ; he now aſſerted it again ; and he dehed y gen- 5 
T t (ES 
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|  *fleman, who had been there to refute that aſſertion.” He 
1 Called on any member of that Houſe Who had been there, to 
ww deny the facts alledged by him. The learned Gentleman had 
RH accuſed him with caſting ſome reflecſions on Lord Kenyon, 
5 in the ſentence of the Court of King's Bench upon a High 
who was ſent to this priſon. He never arraigned one of the 
| ſentences of Lord Kenyon. He had only ſaid, he thought the 
| "manner in which the ſentence was executed was very ſevere. - 
le Ffaid nothing againſt the juſtneſs of the ſentence itfelf; 
he never ſaid a word againſt any of the judgments of Lord 
Kenyon; had he ſentenced this poor priſoner to ſeven, four- 
teen, or twenty-one years impriſonment, he ſhould. not. have 
| preſumed to have ſaid a word againſt the, juſtice of ſuch a 
| - medfure : but he thought he was at liberty to ſtate what ap- 
eared to him to be a riggroys mode of carrying that Juſtice 
| into effect, He had experienced the truth of the late Lord 
. Chatham's obſervation: „Touch but a cobweb in Weſt- - 
| | minſter hall, and the old ſpider will *crawl out.” Another 
hon. Gentleman had ſaid he had viſited the priſon himſelf, 
had examined the matter, and that he knew. the reports that 
bad gone abroad upon it were unfounded. If that hon. Gen- 
tleman was now in the Houſe, he would aſk him if he was 
in this priſon ſince the time of paſſing judgment on the per- 
' ſon to whom he alluded ? or whether he Was there ſince the 
commitment of thoſe who are under the ſuſpenfion of the 
Habeas Corpus Act? Did he viſit the priſon? and was it, or 
was it not, in the ſituation which he had deſcribed ? He aſked 
that queſtion. Now, as a corroboration of. what he bad 
formerly ſtated upon this mitter, he begged to read, as part "oo 
of his ſpeech, a letter from the wife of Colpnel Deſpard. 
| „ Some mention” having. heen made in the Newſpaper reports of the 
Houſe of Commons welative to, the treatment of Colonel Deſpard in the - 
New Priſon, I think it neceflary ta ſtate, that the Colonel Was eine 
. near; ſeven months in a damp cell, not ſeven feet ſquare, without either 
fre or candle, chair, able, knife, fork, a glazed window, ur even a book 
to read. I made feveral applications in perſon to. Mr. Wickham, Under 
e of State, 9h < letter to the Duke of Portland all to no pur- 


bout the zoth af laſt month he was removed into a room with a 

. fire, but not until his fegt were plcerated by 4 ſroſt. For the truth of this 

, ſtatement I 1 475 to the honourable Mr. Lawleſs, or John Reeyes,'Elq. 

ho viſited the Colonel in priſon, and at whoſe interceſſion be was re- 

\{  'T Qate theſe faQs without the Colonel's knowledge, by even his paoler 
* Vill bear witneſs that he never mage any complaint of his treatment; how- 
Us ever ſevere it was. The Colonel ſerved his Majeſty thirty years, and all 
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It was very true that when he ſaw the colonel, he made no 
complaint to him. He aſked the colonel if he had been in 
the — ſituation as fome other perſons were in wrt ng. If 
on the authority of the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act? 


He ſaid Ke had been, but that he had been removed out of it 


by the humanity of Mr. Reeves. If theſe things were not 
thus If he was not to belleve the letter of Mrs. Deſpard, 
nor to truſt to the evidence of his own ſenſes, but that both 
were deceptions upon him; all he could ſay upon the matter 
was, that it was very extraordinary. He knew Colonel Deſ- 
pard 30 years ago; he was then in the ſervice. But an hon. 
Gentleman had aſked, if he had any ſympathy with priſoners 
of this deſcription? To which he anſwered, that he had no 
particular ſympathy with perſons of this deſcription; but he 
con feſſed, he felt ſome ſympathy with every fellow-creature' 
who appeared to him to be treated with inhumanity. If the 
perſons who were confined in this priſon, under the autho- 
rity of this AQ, were guilty, let them be tried, and con- 
demned; but if they were not guilty, let them be acquitted: 
at all events let them have a trial. To general declamation 
upon probable guilt; or ſuſpicion of guilt, he paid no regard; 
nor did Chriſtian rancour, or religious facetioufneſs affeck 
him: if there was any thing to be urged againſt theſe men, 
let it be ſpecified? ary man who demanded this, demande d 
nothing but juſtiee; and any man who &erted himſelf to 
obtain that Juſtice,” deſerved eſteem for ſueff exertion.” At 
the time when this matter was firſt mentioned, he did no be- 
lieve that his Majeſty's miniſters knew it; but it now ap- 
peared that application was made for Col. Deſpard without 
effect, therefore miniſters-muſt have knoten it He had ſaid, 
he was ſure they did not know it; He begged pardon of the 
Houſe fot having led it into that miſtake; bur he believed 
that was the only inſtance in which he impoſed} upon the; 
Houſe: But ſome Gentlemen had iuſiſted that theſe things. 
could not be as they were related; an hon Gentleman (Mr. 
ilbenforce) had diſplayed much religit $Tacetigiiſneſs, tem- 
pered with Chriſtian rancour, on the ie. He, had tris. 


umphantly aſked Whether it could be believed that ſuch 


atrocious inhiimanityhad been exerciſed ? The alledged facts 
were the beſt refutation. Vet, ſaid Mr. Courtenay, if we are 


to believe a certain Chriſtian meraliſt, (conſidering che de- Wit | 


praved ſtate of human nature), all this is very *probable./ 
That proſperity,” ſays he, © hardensthe heart that uni- 
muted power is always abuſed, inſtead of diffuſing human hap- 
„„ % De rt Wc, og Sn 2 ng TS 
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_ pineſs; that our nature is corrupt ʒ that the ĩmagination of dur 
9 is continually evil; that we have to ebntend not only 


_ -  wittour' natural depravity, but with the power of darkneſs,  - 


the evil ſpirit whoſe: dominion is ſo general as to entitle /him, _ 
to the denomination of the prince of darkneſs. He obferr- 
ed; that a/worthy magiſtrate had ſtated; that the priſon which: 
he alhided to Was not originally deſigbed for per ſons of this 
deſeription, and that their being ſent there was matter of ne- 
- cefh iy 5 but if it was neceſſary” to ſend them to this place, 
there was no neceſſit of treating them with inhumanity when 
they were in it. Why could nota proper houſe be hired for 
this, as for any other purpoſe? Did gentlemen believe that 
the people of this country, who. afforded 30 and 40 millions 
à year for the public ſervice, would begrudge 3 or 400 for 
_ the maintenance of priſoners ? Was it to be ſuppofed thut the 
loyalty of a people, who are to the number of! 300,000- in 
arms in defence of their country, would be affected dy the 
expence of a few hundreds of pounds for ſuch a purpoſe as 
this; and, indeed, for the purpoſe. of common hunlanity? 
Did any one ſuppoſe that the people would obſcure thei 
luſtre, and tarniſh their glory, by meanly with-holding a 
finall-fum-of money to ſupport a few priſonets? He ſaid, 
that in His opinion the complaints of abuſe of the power gi- 
ven to gbverninent by this act, might logically be urged 
againft its renewal} He had ſtatcd theſe, facts becauſe he be- 
Heved them to be true; but if they ſhauld-be grove 8 * 
falſe, he ſhoultbe very happy to retract hem. 
The Attorney General ſaid, that the hon, . had 
alluded'to whih he had ſaid in a former debate. He certainly 
did complain'that ſuch reſpect was not paid as ought to have. 
been. paid to the Court of King's Bench in taking notice of 
the caſe of an individual of the name of Smith for Subliſhiag 
a libel called « the 1 Citizenſhip.” He made ſome 
 obſeryations" on afe, and he would repeat,” that the 
Court of Ki neh did not order Smith to be ſent to that 
priſon until 85 they had been well aſſured that it was a fit 
And propet place to receive him. They did it in he execu- 
tion of an ion nt duty which chey owed. the public, and 
which duty eden conſcientiouſly; and the hon. 
' Gentleman 3 2 ſo much of crueſty, would give him 
leave to ſay, that he knew of nq cruelty fo harſh as that. of a 
N a of parliament endeavouring to call forth the” public; 
tion on perfons who ſtand in a ſituation of great difz 
fell as well 3 impactane without examining e on 
e ich 
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which they ſpeak: If that hon. Gentleman;HaWapplicd" to 
bim he would: have: given him all the grounds on which he 
ſed theſe afſertions' againſt the priſon in queſtion, and 
on hy. be ſupported this bill; He would likewiſe: tell the 
hon. Gentleman, that there was no.crueliy more harſh than 
that of a member of patliament ſtating in his ſpeech'as an 
* authentic account, ſomething that he | ſeen in a Kr. 
to the prejudice of any public officer, or any other indivi« 
dual. Such was the bat here in regard to the conduct of 
the Duke of Portland and of Mr. Wickham ; the hon. Gen- 
' teman had not even the report of the groler of the priſon 
upon the ſubject. As to Colonel Defpard, he was a man 
Who had 0 long in the ſervice. of his country moſt cer- 
_ tainly; and who, from en quiry made: this day, 1 8 to 


have conducted himſelf 45 in his confinement. The re- | 


port of the caſe of this Gentleman, as ſtated this night, was 
taken from a letter publiſhed in the newſpapers. He hoped 
he was nut out of order when he-ſaid it was fitting iltat alli 
rlons, from one end of the Kingdom to the other, ſhould 
2 that they are not juſtified in retailiag any thüng that is 
io the prejudice of others, more eſpecially when it is imme - 
- diately: injurious to the public character of thoſe who ate en- 
truſted with 1 important public offices, merely hecauſe they ſee 
it in ſome newſpager ; and he muſt alſo. be permitted to ob- 
| ſerves that the Taler 'of the Courier, when he Was not pub- 
tiels known, inſerted in that paper tha&molt deteſtable- libel 
upon the cafe of the Liverpool priſoners, for which he made 
only this apology, that his humanity would not it him 
to omit inſerting ſuch a; caſe ; which mode of reaſoning 
would amount to this—thar if any body ſeat a ite from- 
Paris accuſing the Attorney General, or any) other public 
Officer of ſomething directly oppoſite to bit duty, it ought 0 
be inſeried if there was in it any allegation that ſome 
had been treated with inhumanity, and-although he did not 
_ ſay that a thing is to be diſbelieved, bécauſe it is inhuman, 
vet he would ſay it was deteſtable inhumanity to believe ĩt 


for no other reaſon than becauſe it was inhuman, and the | 


more eſpecially. if there was no beiter authority for it than a 
"newſpaper. and he did not know: where there could be worſe. 
In-this caſe. thexe were two conſiderattohs brought forward, 
or rather involved, by the ſpeech of the hon, Gentleman: 
- Fivſt, what had been the-condu& of the Duke of Portland 
anch of Mr. Wickham ? Secondly, what had been the regula- 
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N that he hoped he was not more inhuman than others; 
and he hoped the national characteriſtic of humanity. was not 
r but ſtill, notions of humanity alone ſhould not be 

againſt the, very principles which had for ages 


j ny f upon, and had been deemed the cement that hac 
beld ſo well together. It had, upon theſe principles, been 


always held that perſons committed for High treaſon; or 
picion of high treaſon, . ſhould be kept fafe and cloſe, and 
therefore, however apparently harfhit r bez t6 put a per- 
ſon only accuſed in a ſituation in which he could not converſe 
with others, yet it was a condition inſeparable from the nature 
of the thing; and he believed there never had occured à ſingle 
inſtance, or very rarely if there had, in which any onè indivi- 
dual had met with more rigour than abſoluie neceſſity demand 
ed. There had been ſomething ſaid about the wives and friends 
of ſome priſoners being retuſcd acceſs to them. By the way, 
there were ſome wives who had met with much e a £ 
ands. 
He then came to conſider the letter which had been publiſhed 


in the name of Mrs. Deſpard. Having read the letter, he 


proceeded to-ſhew what had been done in the caſe of this 
Gentleman. Some complaints having been made to the 
Duke of Portland relative to the ſituation of Colonel Deſ- TEE 

ard, Mr. Wickham, in the month of May 1798, wrote a. 
Jet etter to the keeper of the priſon, ſtating that he Was direGed* + 
by the Duke of Portland to deſire that the wife of Colonel 
Deſpard ſhould have acceſs to him, and might converſe with 
him in the preſence of any proper perſon to he entruſted for 
that purpoſe. The Attorney General obſerved, after having: 


read this letter, that it was in ſeaſon for him to ſay; that he 


had the depoſition of a perſon on oath; ſtating that Colonel 


| Deſpard on hearing what had been ſaid In the Houſe of Com- ö 


mons of the hardſhips of his ſituation, was ſurpriſed at it, 
and added, that if neceſſary, he would contradiQuit himſelf, 
The account the Attorney General ſaid he had heard of the 
matter was this Mrs. Deſpard, in * month of June, 
wrote a letter to the Duke of Pottland, in conſequence of 
Which the Duke ſent for the gaoler, of the pri ſon, and gave 


him directions, importing that there ſhould be ſhewn to the : 


priſoner every indulgence; which the nature of the warrant” 


under which he was Committed, and ſafe cuſtody, would ad- 
mit. After this Mrs. Deſpard wrote another letter upon 

- the ſame ſubject to the noble Duke, to which no anſwer: 
Was —— becauſe race dire clions n * ſubject of: 
10 
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it had deen already given. Mrs, Deſpard wrote ahother Jet. 


ter to Mr. Wickham ; he told her ſhe had better Write again 
to the Duke of Portland if ſhe had any further complaint. 
She did fo.” "The noble Duke deſired her to call at his uſe; 


- which ſhe did. He heard her complaint himſelf, and after- 


wards ordered the Colonel to have every thing 8 a 0s 


the nature of the warrant, and ſafe cuſtody. Ordered 
to be allowed the uſe of books, and alſo. directed the gaoler 
to attend to the 'circumſtance of, his being a man of tank, 
and to allow him ſuch accommodation as comman feeling 
dictated on that account. After this, My; Wickham, by 


order of the Duke of Portland, defired Mr. Ford to go to 
the gaol, and order every indulgence that was conſiſtent with 


ſafety; to. he giyen to all the priſoners. Nor was any time 


whatever in the whole receſs loſt to this ſubject, except one 


week, in which Mr. Wickham,went to Tunbridge. Some 


time after this the Duke of Portland ordered Colonel Deſ- 
rd to be removed to the place where he now is. Here he 
read the deſeription of the cells (for ſo he ſaid they were 


called) in Which the priſoners were confineil, by which he 
maintained it Was elear there was no pretence for ſayin 


they were damp or unwholeſome. He then read the depoſi- 
tion taken in the priſon, by which it appeared, as he had ſtat- 
ed already, that Colonel Deſpard was ſurpriſed at what had 


been ſaid on his behalf in the Houſe of Commons; and 


that, if neceſſary, he was ready to contradict it himſelf. He 
read alſo ſome parts of a converſation between the perfort 
making this depoſition and another perſon, by which he col- 
lected that the Letter publiſhed in he papers was not of the 


Writing of Mrs, Deſpard.— Perhaps ſhe did not ſee the 


in general There were artful men in that priſon, and ſome 


of them had ſhe n they ill deſerved the lenity that was ſhewn 
to them; ſome of them had a great number of O' ue 
pamphlets ready for circulation, Some of them, ſince they 
were permitted to be together, debated upon the worſt of all 


poſſible ſubjects. He would not go into the queſtion \whe- 


ther theſe things, or the manner in which they were treated; 
Were any arguments for or againſt the bill; he mentioned 
them only to ſhew the hon. Gentleman the great impropriet) | 
of -a'haſty adoption of opinion upon things of ie kind, 
and alſo to do away the imprefſion which, unanſwetedy'the 
"Þ 75 AREY | | , Tpeech 


#. 


' whole drift of it. It was a well written letter, and for a 
certain purpoſe well adapted; and the female ſex would par- 
don him, if he faid it was a little, perhaps, beyond their ſtile 


— 
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/ N hon. Gentlewag would beve produced. What 
he had te add Was tnis.— That he hoped Tag truſted, in fu- 
ture, ;before any information is given to the Houſe with re- 
o the treatment of prifoners, every member of it um 
— i a. duty incumbent on him not to rely on the reports of 
, but to ſift the. matter to the bottom, To give a 
7 2 the authority of a ſpeech in that Houle, Without be- 
1205 aſſured of the truth of that rumour, Was, what he called 
| 3 inhumanity to the public. He ye no accuſation would be 
made in that Houſe upon any  fubjeR, before the perſon 
bringing i it at leaſt had ſifted the matter to the bottom, No 
perſon wiſhed le ſs for harſh treatment to priſoners than his- 
| ll as ſhauld never meet with more rigour than the 
| 
| 
| 


the thing required, and that they ought to ſab» 

47 to . a murmur, for it was inſeparable from the 
nature of things, and the. rigour which neceſſity creates, ne- 
ceſfity will juſtify. He mult repeat his obferyation,, that the 
report of a newſpaper was no authority for that Houſe to 
proceed upon; he therefore hoped the Hauſe would hear na 
| more of accounts from newſpapers; but, if any member of 
© the Houſe had any complaint to echibit, he would do it from 
the information of his o.. mind, after actual enquiry as 
| the fabjeat. 

Mr. Courtenay ſaid a few words in exolinaion; in which © 
ie declared, that while he was with Colonel Deſpard, Mrs. 
Jeſpard came to the. priſon, and the Colonel told Rn” he 

muſt go down and ſpeak to her, for mat ſhe was not permit- 

| ted to come up to him. He would examine every. matter 
again, if he, was, permitted to viſit the plage, and if he found 

1 had been i in an. mcg in any thing, | be 3 be perfettly 

to, ackhowledge it # 

F. Milbenfirce 99 by Fe certain parts of his * 
ſpeech i in a former debate upon the ſame. ſabjeQ, io hich 
the hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt alluded.” When he tber 
mentioned that he had viſited the priſons, about which ſuch 

glaring miſrepreſentations were ſent abroad, he did not mean 

: to ſay. that he, had viſited them ſince the priſoners, whoſe. ſuf- 

ferings are nom ſo much exaggerated, were confined in ihem; 

vor Was he induced +0 viſit. them from any particular ground 
or motives of idle;curioſity, but that he might obtain general 
information reſpecting the plan an Whieh they were built, | 
and dhe principle upon which their' regulations were con- 

gqucdcell, hoping that if he had room to approve of them, he 

N i as benefit of * to other parts 


oe” 
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| of the country. The hon. Gentleman has ſaid that he ha 
5 witlr 1 eyes, and heard with his own ears, the ill 
Rate of the priſons and the cruel hardſhips ſuffered by the pri- 
ſoners; but thoſe who were well read in human nature muſt 
often yak obſeryed that thoſe who labour under the influ- 
ence of any ſtrong prejudice frequently deceive themſelves, 
and imagine that they hear and ſee what perſons free from 
ſuch prejudice would never think of. Indeed he mult think 
the hon. Gentleman incapable of conviction, ſince he perſe- 
vered in his former. aſſertions without adducing any one ſin- 
gle argument or fact in, corroboration of what he has ad- 
vanced. The hon. gentleman alſo denies that he has thrown 
out any reflection upon Lord Kenyon. That learned Lord 
was well known. to be extremely jealous of his character, 
and unleſs he had good grounds for uſing the language h 
before referred to, that learned Lord would not have thank 
the keeper of thoſe priſons in terms of ſuch praiſe for the 
opriety of his conduct - a conduct which, he ſaid, called 
1 general tribute of gratitude : to ſuppoſe, therefore, that 
the learned Lord would have beſtowed ſuch marked approbaz 
tion where, it was contended, no ſuch approbation was de- 
ſerved, was doubtleſs throwing ſomething like a reflection 
1 * the learned Lord's judgment and ſincerity. He was 


kewiſe told by the hon. Gentleman that on this ſubjſect he 
had diſplayed much religious facetiouſneſs mixed with Chriſ- 
Tian rancour,; theſe were epithets Which were rarely given 
1 the ſubſtantives here made uſe of, at leaſt from his voca- 
ulary he was led to think ſo, for Chriſtian rancour was 
-ſuxely.ill applied, and as to religious facetiouſneſs he was 
ready to agree that à religious man might at times be face- 
Flows but it was equally true that a man might be very irre- 
Jigious and very dull. However, ſuch a man might take a 
hint from the advice of Pope, and, endeavour to enliven his 
_ dullneſs; by the admixture of a few religious ingredients. 
ut a word on the queſtion now before. the houſe. It is 
_ faid that we -ought not take away that guard to which we 
owe the ſecurity, of our rights, of our liberties, and our hap- 
pineſs; ſurely. not, upon flight, and capricious grounds. 
When, however, it is obvious that we have enemies both 
without and within, enemies of formidable ſtrength, and of 
formidable malice ; when we ſee members of that Houſe, he 
; would not ſay, who aided, but, who appear at leaſt to be- 
come friendly to perſons of ſuch a ſtamp and character, then 
' . moſt undoubtedly it became the wiſdom and the vigYance of 
Poet. I. 1798... e e 
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" _ that Houfe to take every meaſure that could keep us bn dur 
guard, and to relax in any of our effotts to countetatt and 
baffle the wicked deſigns and machinatibns of ſuch enemies: 
| e ſhould not as has been well faid, heſitate to ſacrifice a 
| poakt of that, the whole of which we may ſecure and hereaf- 
_ ter enjoy by means of that ſeafonable ſacrifice, The hon. 
i Gentleman ws 41ſt 'pleafed to ſpeak much of his on and 
of his (Mr. Wilb&forcts) humanity, for his part, he might 
Faltly' fay, thin he neter cline forward in ken of an 
meaſure, with nothing but the word humanity in his mouth, 
nor did be endeavour to gain his point upon falfe groumds: 
r forward ftrong facts, to which 
me added the plea of humanity. The 'perfotis whoſe cauſt 
is now fo pathetically pleaded might ror have beeh 
| Acres 1 — compafſion. here was the hi, 
entleman's humanity and friendſhip for thlemm before "they 
Were accuſed of High Treaſon? Where was the hon, Getr- 
3 Heman's curious anxiety to viſit the prifons and pry into 
5 their regulations before the State Priſoners were confined in 
* Them? — Has he examined into the treatment of vagranits 
With equal falicitude? He did not, however, urge theſe ob- 
ſetvations with a view to blame the hon. Gentleman's hu- 
| manity and N ; he merely urged them to ſfie that 
his humanity and fympathy on the prefent occafion' ſhow 
ot have hurried him to bring grave accuſations apainſt'te- 
ſpecable characters Without having examined into the 
grounds upon which they ſtood, and without any other ap- 
parent proof than the influence of ſtrong prejudice. 
| | Mr. Zefferys, of Coventry, ſaid, when the' ſuſpenſion'df 
the Habeas Corpus was moved laſt year he had given it his 
| ſupport, with many Gentlemen on the ſame ſide of the houſe, 
1 frtom an impreflion on their minds of the danger threateni 
the country from treaſon, an apprehenſion ſtrongly enfgree 
by the aſſurances of Miniſters that ſuch danger exiſted. Ma- 
ny Gentlemen who then fupported the meaſtite noy oppoſed 
its continuation by ſaying the ſame inducement no longer ex- 
Þþ iſted. Mr. Jefferys agreed with them that the fame induce- 
1 ment no longer did exiſt—the inducement laſt year wils an 
1 apprehenſion of treaſon, the inducement now was the'expe- 
1 rience of the exiſtence of treaſon, ſupported'by ſtrong facts 
14 | at | Maidſtone and elſewhere. Mr. Jefferys ſaid, he repre- 
| ſented a very populous manufacturing city, and he believed 
he was ſpeaking the fenntiments of ninety-nine out of a hun- 


dec, of a very large body of people. * n 


— 
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1 pee to the priſon alluded to, Mr. J 72 ſaid, 


not having ſcen it, he could give no opinion, but he thought 
it his duty to ſtate that, during the receſs, in an extenſſve 


journey, he had, from general motives of information, viſited 
the priſons of mapy large towns through which he 2 3 
aud was aſtoniſhed at the accommodation, tendernefs, an 
bumanity with which the priſoners were treated; one in par- 
ticular he begged leave to mention to the honour of the 
county, the priſon at Lancaſter caſtle, where the priſoners 
were maintained with an attention to humanity and tender- 
neſs in a degree mbre reſembling the ſituation of perſons re- 
warded for good deeds than ſuffering puniſhment for crimes, 
Sir Francis Burdett contended that every aſſertion he had 
made was grounded upon facts nor could he ſee much deli- 
cacy.in the manner of an hon. Gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce), - 
who thought proper to throw out inſinuations reſpecting the 
matiyes which guided his conduct, and that of his hoff. 
Friend. He would now proceed as he had proceeded before, 
and adduce new. facts in proof of his former aſſertions; in 
order to do ſo however, he mult beg the indulgence of the 
Houſe would permit him to read ſeveral papers which had 
lately been addreſſed to him. The hon: Baronet then read 
ſeveral papers (we believe ſent him by the fiſoners from 
Mancheſter), the general purport of which my to deſcribe 
the hardſhips which they have ſuffered in the priſon at Cold- 
Bath- Fields ,; among which they Ran e their being con- 
fined in ſolitary cells, meaſuring only eight feet by fix, Where 
they could not obtain any thing like a bed without paying k 
- ſhilling for it; where they were left without fire or candle, 
expoſed, to cold weather, in a narrow ſpace where the'wet 
continued to flow down the walls, a ſituation in which they 
were compelled to linger for ſeven months; that far differ eu 
treatment had been promiſed them by the Privy Council t 
and though they had repeatedly written to Mr. Floud, the 
magiſtrate, entreating-him to ſee that promiſe realiſed,” the 
could obtain no other redreſs than that Mr. Floud would 'Þ; 
tbem if they wiſhed to ſpeak with him on public affairs, but 
that as to their private en it was not in his power to 
make any alteration in it. The hon. Baronet could not ſee 
chat the charge of any particular ſpecies of guilt cquld aﬀfoxd 
any juſtification for ſuch harſh 15 cruel treatment. As to 


5 


ſpecding the regulations of the prifons, and the comforts en. 
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Joyed by the priſoners, to, his mind it appeared exceedin 
exaggerated; that letter repreſentedthe table of the pe | 
to be as ſumptuous as that of the gentleman who wrote it, 
and as he was a churchman, it m 5 be well ſuppoſed, ay 
* hon. Gentleman had be fore open ved, that the table of the 

hea is generally well 3 The letter, in ſhort, re- 
ented theſe places of confinement rather as wearing the 
appearance of an hoſpital than of a priſon ; but was not this, 
i if true, a luxury that ill-ſuited a place of correction, where 
legal chaſtiſement ſhould be infl icted, not where luxuries 
ſhould be enjoyed? But much he wiſhed that none but legal 
correction had been reſorted to. If after a due inveſtigation 
of the matter, he ſhould find that the arguments he had ad- 
vanced on the ſubje of the ill-treatment of the priſoners 
were not grounded on fact, he not only would be ready, as 
an hon. Gentleman had adviſed him, to make an amend» 
8 to the Houſe for the uncalled for trouble he had 
given them, but he ſhould alſo enjoy the 1 8 of having 
1 feelings relieved from the idea that ſuch foul ARES 
ad been practiced in a country he was taught to look upon 
as free and humane, in England, in the country that gave 
him birth; if that inyeſtigation was not reſiſted by the Houſe, 
it was his wiſh that proper evidence ſhould be called to the 
bar, in order to have the whole matter cleared up to the gene- 
ral ſatisfaction of the country, and as ſuch was his wiſh, 
| he would not now detain the Houſe by any further obſerva: 
tions. 
Mr. Wilberforce explained the nature of the letters Which 
he had read, the contents of which be believed to be true, 
becauſe he knew the gentleman who wrote them to be a man 
of ſtrict yeracity. -_ 
Mr. Burdon ſaid, that when he had ſpoken before vpon the 
queſtion now before the Houſe, his obſervations were ſum- 
mary, and his ſtatements rather ſhort ; but theſe ſtatements 
were not merely the offspring of a ſickly brain: he had taken 
the trouble fully to gut en the truth of them, and from 
what he had to ſay, the Houſe would ſee whether the treat- 
ment experienced by the priſoners in. , queſtion deſerved the 
| | very ſtrong. denomination of atrocities, which the hon. 
= - \ Baronet has thought proper to give it. He had ſeen the letter 
from Mrs. Deſpard, which appeared 1 in one of the newſ- 
papers, a and as ſoon as he ſaw it, he felt it his duty to enquire 
x e In into the cauſes of her complaint. With wo view. . 


* 
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he went arid had a Tong converſation with Colonel Deſpard, 
che reſult of which he truſted would fave the hon. Baronet 
* the trouble of looking for that information which he ſeemed 
fo anxious to obtain. Tn the interview which he had with | 
Colonel Deſpard, in the preſence 'of the Governor of the 
priſon, the Colonel informed him that he was as well in 

4 every circumſtance as the nature of à priſon would admit. 

9 Indeed he was determined to make no complaint, as he en- 

% joyed all the comforts which were recommended by the Se- 
cretary of State, and he did not expect more. It was true, 
that in the month of September he had a chilblain in his 
heel, but fo little did he think of it that he would not em- 

_ ploy the ſurgeon of the priſon to relieve it. He was, he ſaid, 
an old ſoldier, and placed little confidence in the profeſſors 
of medicine; he would therefore doctor his heel himſelf; 

As ſoon as his complaints were known, he was immediately 

removed to a room where he had fire, candles, &c. and every 
accommodation he could fairly expect. He had frequent in- 
terviews with his wife, with whom he was permitted to con- 
verſe for almoſt any length of time. He had not any know- 
ledge of the letter written by her complaining of his ill treat- 
ment, or if he had, he would have diſapproved of it. Now 
as to the dampneſs of the cells, he (Mr. Burdon) could ſafely 
aver that it was a'moſt unfounded aſſertion. He had exa- 
mined them himſelf ; they were raiſed conſiderably above the 
ground, and not expoſed to wet of any kind. The walls 
were moreover thick, and well white-waſhed; The beds 
were alſo ſaid to be but two feet wide, and to be expoſed: to 
the damp walls. This aſſertion was as groundleſs as the for- 
mer; they neither touched the walls, nor were they expoſed 
to any inclemency of the weather. What then could be the 
effect of agitating a queſtion like the preſent, but to traduee 
the fair character of reſpectable men, and particularly of 'the 
magiſtrates whoſe conduct ſhould not be lightly arraigned, 
but, on the contrary, ſhould meet with our countenahce and 
ſupport ? Did it not go to injure the credit and charactet of 
that eminently humane man who laboured ſo long and ſo ſtre- 
nuoufly in meliorating the ſtate of priſons throughout the 
country? If theſe charges could be liſtened to, would they 
not tarniſh the well earnt glory of that celebrated man? As 
to the propriety of continuing the ſuſpenſion of the Haben: 

Corpus, he was ſure there could reſt no doubt in any candid 

vnd unblaſſed mind. The ground of that propriety might 


* 
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indeed be changed, but the change only tended to render it 
more obvious. It ſhould therefore now, as it had before, 
have,his warmeſt ſupport. © ot 

Mr. Canning had but little to ſay, as what was already ob- 
ſerved by his hon, Friends abundantly refuted every ſemblance 
of argument that had been urged on the other fide. He 
therefore only roſe to alk, where was the ground for the en- 

uiry which the hon. Baronet was ſo anxious ſhould be in- 

Lituted? The Houſe was not in the habit of granting en- 

uiries without ſome adequate motive to juſtify chem. It 

ould fairly appear that all was not right before any. enquiry 
ſhould be acceded to. But here every ſtatement that was 
rought forward has been contradicted, not has any new evi- 
nce been adduced, to confirm the aſſertions : not the leaſt 
acceſſion of argument or proof has this night been advanced 
in ſupport of ſtatements that have already been ſhewn to he 

BK groyndleſs. The Houſe therefore ſhould inſtitute no new 

| Enquiry on the ſubject, but leave the ſcouted and ſhamed tafk 
| to the Gentlemen who ſtirred the queſtion, and the country 

will fee what they can do with it, The hon. Baronet had 
faid, that whatever is brought forward by the miniſterial fide 
of the Houſe never fails to make an impreſſion, becayſe it has 
the countenance of miniſters, while whatever he on the oj 
ofite fide attempts to enforce makes no impreſſion at all ; 

—— whom does the hon. Baronet expect to make an 


Wl | impreſſion, with all the confidence he may repoſe in his 
| talents? Surely not upon the Houſe ; no, not even upon the 
| mind of the greateſt idiot. In the Houſe, according to the 
1 hon. Baronet, nothing is carried by the good ſenſe of its 
| g members, but merely by the ſway of the miniſter, withqut 
any attempt to juſtify the propoſed meaſure. From this ob- 
ſervation, this ſpecimen of impaxtiality, the Houſe may learn 
what it might expect, ſhould the tide, of popular. favour be- 
gin to run another way, and not in the conſtitutional channel 
in which it has long, and in which he truſted it would long 
continue to flow. After what had been; obſerved by an hon, 
Member (Mr. Burdon) on the caſe of Colonel Deſpard, it 
were idle to offer a word more on the ſubject, but had it been 
permitted to paſs by uncontradicted, the Gentlemen who - 
ſtarted it could return to their aſſertion, is fluſhed. with vic- 
tory at its having been paſſed by unnoticed. But what now | 
is the caſe? An, illiterate woman, who cannot even. ſpell, 
writes a letter, an able letter let it be ſuppoſed, pathetically - 
{At Ay R deſcribing 
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_ defcribing/the hardſhips and eruelties ſuſtained by her hof- 
band ; it alfo comes out that this letter was written, not by 
Madame Deſpard, but by a friend. He would not fay that 
it was written by the hon. Gentleman (Mr. Courtenay}, for 
he had ſeen ſome of his writings, and he might aſſure. the 
hon. Gentleman that the letter in queſtion was às far ſupe- 
tlor to his hiterary productions, as it was above the former 
epiſtolary ſpecimens of Mrs. Deſpard. The whole of the 
contents of that letter has'now been —_— conttadicted, 
and thoſe who ſo confidently brought it fotward, were fo 
completely confuted, brought to ſhame and ridicule, that he 
Was ſure they would not venture to reſtate it again,” He had, 
however, ſtill to hope from the prudent caution of the hon. 
Gentleman, that whatever his private creed might be, he 
would not expoſe it to the examination of his hon. Friend 
Mr. Wilberforce), on ſuch ſubjects as were better to remain 
letit hete, and he would advife the hon. Gentleman to keep 
His Rumanity for Smith and Binns, his religion for Newgite, 
and his jokes for the hackney coachmen.. Fe N 
The Houſe then proceeded to reſolve itfelf into a com- 
Thittee/ori the bill, when on the motion that the ſpeaker do 
„ EOS CC Ott Ps toad £4 oe 
Mr. Courtenay roſe again, and contended, that not one fact 
adduced by him had been diſproved; ir evidently appearetl 
that the prifoners had been confined in cells ſuch as had been 
deferibed, and that they were immured in a prifon which Was 
hy” intended for convicted felons, and not for ſtate priſoners. 
The Attorney General faid, that when he firlk heard the pro- 
pofition, that two negatives made an affirmative, His mind 
was greatly puzzled indeed; but he was as much aftoniftied 
When he heard the hon. Gentleman affert that, though every 
body denied what he advanced, ftflt- nobody contra cls 
but he muſt only fuppofe that the Hon. Gentleman wikfi 
to fay ſotmething'that might enable him to joln in the kaagh 
. © "Mr. Cvurtenay and Mr. Y/7Iberforee ſeverally explained; af- 


— 
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ter Which the Houſe went into the committee on the bill, in 


which it was agreed that the bill ſnbuld remain in force till 
the 2rft of May, 1799. The repoft was then ordered to be 
IRE . WET HE IE 
The Secretary at Har brought up accounts relative ta the 
ſupplementary militia and feveral volontary corps, as fat as 
the ſame can be brought up. W 
_. The bill for enlarging the time for the merchants of St. 
nn | Vincent's 


6 unn n — e 
Vincent's and Grenada making inſtalments on money ads 


| reſpecting the propriety of providing an 0 Wha 0 


vanced to them, was reported wih amendmients, ee 


. read a third time the next day, M engroſſet. . 
ef ture ung hls 2ow 26 
1 Houle afterwards day = itfel f.1 18 2. bc © o | 


the bill fer exempt erying in vo luntee corps f 

being, ed boy ip pp! ntary militia ſhort con- 

We nents tween Mr, Yorks) 1 
2 2 e aner Nins AK - 


Fir. tak yas earl that eral perlans might a 
pro ans Terk 19. Spain this « S WA. 15 


much iq injure the, militia-ſeryi & ” 
Mr. gs highly — 195 gs ity, of "Mis. 1 un- 


das i in putting the country in KS An, 9 lent. ate | der 


fence, but in his opinion our attention. to the defenſive 48 
of the, Fovnary the Id not 0 us from training up, 
fenſiye force e 

fenfive ſtrength. + hoe 


Mr. Dundas ſaid tl at "ge Bad 7 ſot me new o Aaules 


He would do away allthe aptchenfionzolihe hon, Gentle- 
an Mr. Yorke): he was likewiſe happy to hope. Fe 


video thrown, out by another. hon. Mex Burdon) 
it was his ſincete wiſh that Gentlemen would turn that o Ne 
vation ſeriouſly in thair minds, as it, might be. e | 


ter, to come to ſome reſolution upon it. H. AP ng 
only remark upon one advantage that would ch ariſe 


out of it. The French, from their plans of a hos hn OY | 
had; 2 A of an immenſe tract of coaſt, which A c 
neceſla 

fenſive IG = 15 0x. 29,000 men, we might be Cable fs to 


be very vulnerable in many peints, 


harraſs e de oy them; that to counteract this force, they 
would 571 neceſſity of keeping no leſs than 1 go, ooo 
men to war their coaſt. Thus an offenſive. farce Soo 
eſſentially encreaſe our defenſive ſtrength and... interns 


rity but this ſubject would ſoon, bg Dae be more Fully 


and materially conſidered. 

The new Haag were then read and agree g; Pa. the tepott 
vas received and ordered to be 2 jd ta be taken into 
further conſideration the next day. , 


"The other orders of the day were ofa a dipoled ay and he <p 
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deen done by à certain perſon to avoid the payment of the 
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* the en of Mr. Manning the ſecornd ceadingiof) the 
Merchants Wet Dock Bill, which ſtood for this day, Was 
poſtponed to Tueſday hey of February. 

n the Motion of Alderman Sir I. endorſe, the bros 
reading of the bill brought in by the Corporation of | 
for making Wet Docks, hien ſtood for the next day, wa 

poſtponed to Thurfday the 9th of February. 4! 
Mr. Shaw Lefeur gave notice, that after the holidays it 
was his intenfion to move for the repeal of the Ads of Par- 
nament, both as they related to England and Scotland, Which 
reſtrained the ſhodting of partridges from the iſt of Septem- 
ber to the 14th; and likewiſe to extend the period of —_— 4 
in artridges from the 1ſt of February to the 121. by 
| r. Dent gave notice of his ihtention to move for one to 
bring in a bilf to rerfibve certain doubts reſpecting the place | 
of holding the . wn the county of” A iegee wo, 
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Mr. Tierney ſaid, he now roſe to complain to the Houſe of \ 
à breach of privilege.- No man could wiſh more than he 
did that the utmoſt publicity ſhould be given to the proceed - 
ings of the Houſe” He was ready to make every allowance 
for the inadvertencies and inaccuracies which appeared in the 
reports which were publiſhed in the newſpapers of the pro- 
ceedings of the Houſe, defects neoeſſarily ariſing from the 
haſte with which they were made up. He was convinced 
that in theſe reports there was no deſign ſtudiouſſy to miſ- 
repreſent what was ſaid, as it was the intereſt of the editors 
chat their accounts ſhould:be as correct and perfect as poſſi. 
ble; and, as far as he could find, there was amgndeavour in 
all the papers to Sei ; ſair a ſtatement, and a near the 
truth, as the memory e perſons concerned gnabled them 
to do; | There was a material diſtind ion to be made, how» 
ever; between dhe caſe when errors erept᷑ into a report haſtily, 
drawn up, and another which appears ſeveral days after, 
and profeſſes to de a more accurate account. In the com- 4 
mittee; on the Income Bill laſt Saturday. an ex preſſion had _ 
dropped from him reſpgQing-what had bean · reported to have "5 


aſſeſſed taxes, ang was taken up with more warmth by ſome 2 | 
. perſons than he "OF it . Md the right Don. 
You. I. 1798. $i Sen.. 


— 


2*⁸ WOODFALL'S, . W Ns 
Gentleman oppoſite, however, it did not ſeem to have 12. | 
that offence which others: had taken for id what he had ob- 
18 ſeryed upon the ſubject, he right hon. Gentleman had cons. 
| dacted himſelf with a temper, a-candour; and; propriety, 
kindneſs; of which he deeply felt. Some Sende Wales 
for thie dame of 'the perſon- Madedt to in ſuch a way. as 1 
guced him (Mr. Fierney) to ay that nobody had a right to 
dall upon dim to name the perſon; In the.courſe of the ob- 
{png ext heohad bappe ned to menii ion a tumour which'was 
in general circulation, that a certhin; perſon, an acquaintance 
of tbe; right hon: Gentleman, had aygided the payment of his 
aſſeſſed taxes. The right Rim. Gentlewan, With an ankcety 
to juſtify his friend, which did buy the higheſt honour, after; 
Wards ſaid, that the alluſſon im alt have Wen to we n | 
lately appointed -to the 3 5 Poſtinaſter Generali 125 if 
the alluſien was th that pe rſon. ſtated that nothin 'could be 
more deſtitute of foundation. T0 this be (Mr. Tierney) had 
mai, that after What he right han. Genileman had Aled, 
18 ſhould the Houſe hear nothing farther from him onthe fub- 
. certainly was wrong; and he underſtood that, in this 
| Way, nothing more was neceſſary to be ſuid of the matter. 
This con verſation wasg differently geporied in the diffetent 
* ne wipapers fou days after the dahate had taken place, and 
ü after a previous one had besungen, appeared another ac- 
oount, profeſſing to correct the other repùrts which had been 
puübliſhed. To this account was prefxked the name of he 
right hon. Gentleman, to attra&'more./attention.. Aſte 
which followed what pretended to bea correct ſtatement bf 
what had paſſed. in which no leſs injuſtice was done id What 
the right hon. Gentleman had ſaid, than to Whap he Hienſelf 
had ſaid, inter ſperſed With political remarks, calculated 10 
ö iüjure individuals, and to ĩnflame animoſities,. Of theſe ter 
ä marks he was not diſpoſed to take any notice, fox to fuch: 
* things he was too much accuſtoi but the account of 
what paſſed was inaccurately flat his reporter e | 
fairly: ſtated either che right hon Gentleman or himſelf. Is, 
did nat ſtate that the right hon Gentleman had ſaid, that 
i alluſion was made to the perſon Who lately Was appointed, 
N Puſt Maſter General, he could inform the 'Houſe that it was 
urtterly unfounded, and that he (My: Tierney) had ſaid. tat 
if the Houſe heard nothing! more from him on the ſubject, 
F they would take in for granted that he was wrong, and that 
| | tze matter was at an end. There was ayother\thing w 
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vi 771 chi Faint er A * 
Yimes was nat only a paper in great circulation, but fike- 
"wiſe had 4 number 15 
columns of that Paper wouldJuſtly be conſidered to be wo 
-a conſiderable. ſurn of monty. He . it highly pro- 
bable; therefote, that tlle Aitor of the Times would not 
have ſacrificed ſo much of his Paper, unleſs ſome perſons 
had thought it worth while to pay him well for the inſertion. 
of the account. So far as regarded: himſelf, he Was not af - 
© feed by the ſtatement., He thought it was a thing Which 
more concerned the; Houſe itſelf, than any individual. Con- 
ſidering that four days had elapſed between the time When 
the debate took place and the inſertion of this article, and 
the manner in Which it Was. given, when it was evidently a 
deliberate attempt to call the attention of the public to what 
might have been forgotten, he thought that it became the 
Houſe irfelf to take notice of lt. 

The Speaker obſerved, that if the hon. in an. 83 
to draw the attention of the Houſe regularly to the ſubject, 
there were ſeveral modes of proceeding. He might com- 

plain of the breach of privilege committed. by the printer of 

the paper in queſtion, in publiſhing any account of the pro- 
ceedings of the Houſe at all, and the aggravation of having 
mmiſroprelenied what a member had ſaid; There was an or- 
der on the journals in the year £791 „in which this op 
proceeding! had been followed. 

Mr. Tierney ſaid, he thought it cen the LA WE: of 
the Houſe itſelf mote than any individual, and to them he 
thought it rather belonged to act upon it. He thought he 
ought to have their aſliſtance, en than to be checked in 
bringing it under conſideration. There certainly was. a 

miſrepreſentation of What had paſſed, both in the ſtatetnent 
given of What had been ſaid by che an hon. 1 Oe. 
and what had been ſaidby himſelf. | 1 0 

The Speaker ſail, that as there was an expreſs. onder of the - 
Houls prohibiting, the, publication of theſe, precedings, it 
would be neceſſary to mark both the breach of privilege. in 
publiching the 0 at all; and next the aggravation in miſre - 
prefenting what had been ſaid by a member, if that was'com- 


the former. If a complaint was made, the form o 
ing | in the year 1771 probably would be followed. 
Mr. Tierney faid, that he did complain of the miſcepreſes- 
tation, 2 
The l then  faid, 7 form would be to e that 
X2 


plained of. The latter part could not be taken u up! pore * 


advertiſements; and therefore three 
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ba PERO er he paper ſhould be given in, 
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128 the Sc e ee andifaid; he vibes 10 


bäcche⸗ füßfect which Mach given pte o!this 
1605 Geleit certainly had ſtated the 


; 5 of har Apes on a former night. It Was that 
12 fuld, tf rk allnfonthrown aut was 'meant''to ap- 


ieral,-1t certain was utterly fe wg He did not ſtop 
ere; lio Ve ver. He did not èuntent himſelf with flaring that 
there was no foundation for the! Imputation he had ſtated, 


I i ro the perfor wh was kaff year appointed Poſtmaſier Ce- 


ib the able perfor! pad nor only complied? with; the de- 
maucks of the law, but he had done A great deal more than the 


aw Fo 7 52 him to do; he had ſtated that ſo far from avoid- 
ing Wh R be vight” to pay; he had done directly the reverſe. 


Tuſtead of evading the payment of the Aﬀeſſed Tax es ih a way 


which world have been highly diſgraceful, he had voluntarily 
geen double what the law called: upon him to contribute. 
ne Rüti. Gentlemaf had certainly then profeſſed; to veſſ = 
Hi ſtatement as an uiidoubted fact in bree the 
He could not help now 2 ing. bawever, that it did appear 
that ite perſon of: 


aflüranee Tf he had alluded to any other | pon He could 
allfure the hon. Gentleman in al of fact, chat it wens not 


from ab) anxiety reſpecting that noble erſeir chat he had 
taken up the ſübject, tor when firſt flated he had not the molt. 
Aliſtant 'oncption a & ihe | perſon meant, and it was only from 


"refle® ing on the de ftp given, that the perſon alladed to 
Had Teligned a, denſſon and blen appointed io an offièe under 
"pov erninent, that he tho ht he had are red/ to'whom. ir 
Rk imended to apply. * "He 


cid not conſider! the danger in the light in'whieh it ſeemed 
43 have app! euted to the hon. Gen lederne He did not con- 
1 it as fight or venal, dit ütterly ipconſiſlent with what 


— 


* 
*the . 


f What 
und be gen in at We ltable 


be heated the Above facts muſt have 
been the perſon alluden to by the hon Gerideman, ſor it 
Would de Tale to ſuppoſe tat He would have acquiiefoed'i in the 


| e Was anxious 1 cewile to move 
: the A ron all perſons in office under government, 


8 to ve "he conduct of a man of integrity and . 


| He wiſhedhag there 
_ 40 le, that ; 


iſhing re- 
no {mall aggrava- 
repreſentes. He 


called upon to fu 
pl aint was made 


dtlotions, Hie was glad likewiſe, that he bad: had an oppor- 
4 — of adverting to the principal ſubjeQ, in. {ſo far as re- 


hos 
3 „and A 
1 Mr. Tierney laid that, he took this 
peat hat he had ſaid on a former cc von. When the mat- 
ter was firſt ſtated, he was ſpeaking in a way which ſome 
accuſed as levity, a proof that he was not in a temper to 
make grave and ſerious accuſations, and what. he had faid 
was merely an illuſtration of the diſpoſition of people to,avoid 
takes, when ſo much was ſaid of what was odiouſly called 
eevading the payment of taxes. He bad ſtated that there 
wette Many people who, would; not be guilty. of what they 
cConſidered a groſs act of diſhoneſty that would thiuk them- 
ſelves-/juſtified. in avajling themſelves of the ſtrict letter of 
the law to. avoid the payment of taxes, and the inſtance he 
alluded to, he had ſtated as an ingenious device in that way. 
He never, meant to make any grave and weighty charge againſt 
any petſon ! There muſt be ſome Gentlemen Who were 
diſpoſed to take mortal offence at every thing he ſaid, and | 
N | Ty 5.3 > wa $5 + . to s + 
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mat ter e us er me bis, however, 
put im more © Kae pate an tee The Ae 
— larry only v0 it rt Was always held to" ; 
ochamda Peace. In'tooking inte au author ob note, 1 
d found che ſame idea; ſtated, thebgh with much more'ele- 
"guiſes aud force thin he cult pretend to give it. The bock 
de allyded/to was à letter fromm Mr. Eden to. Lord Caine. 
Having ftdted{the'income' of the cohntry'to be 100 millions, 
and that the tenth of that incbine ae produce no, more 
mar 7, he illuſtrates the praQice of avoiding taxes by fay- 
ing, We know that opulent perfons can ſhut out the rays 
of the ſum 0 avoid the window tak! (This was ſuppoſed to 
'alluds to #neble/'perftih whom he ſhould not name, as he | 
mennt to beware of antedbies,) We know that horfes are 
obliged to drag twenty miles extra, to avoid the p 1s 5 ; 
that diſinteteſted enthuſiaſm was hot of rampant g growth; 
was a ſenſible plant which ſhrunk from the touch of the "wg 
_- gatherer.?'\ Such was the idea which he had ſtated | upon theſe 
authorities, and it was in illuſtration of it that he had made 
thealluſfion which had given ſo much offence, | He had'been 
called upon at firſt with much warmih to name the perſon 
alluded to, The right hon. Gentleman, on the contrary, 
 with'the moſt perfect temper, civility, and good manners; had 
taken notice of it in fo far as he cofceived it to apply do 2 
certain noble „and he was ready at all fires, 4f be- 
trayed into an error, candidly to acknowledge, and when he 
had been miſtaken, he'th6ipht' there could be no ſhame'what- 
even in admitting it. The right hon. Gentleman certainly + 
was right; my Lord Auckland was the perſon alluded 10. 
He was not to be intĩimidated, however, to anſwer queſtions 
put to hien in a petufant offenſive manner; but when Gen- 
ilemet acted with politeneſs and good manners, he was al- 
ways ready in candour to give every ſatisfaction in his power. 
The miſtake had originated in a miſtatement of the fortune 
of the noble Lord in ꝗgueſtion. The right hon; Gentleman, 
however, had ſtated ſrbtn his perſonal knowledge, that the 
accotnt was utterly unfounded, and he knew no better au- — 
ihority when the right hon. Gentleman pledged hichfelf ys 
fact in ſuch à manner. He now, therefore, withdrew his | 
* ſanQtioh from a ftarement which had come to Him as a - 
moaur. . He edu not do more than this. He never had 99 7% 
* any 3 he never meant- 


to 
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he found hat this, perſon. had je. from: wmayrs from: 3 
and, Ee e ee he, was. 3 


ceived X Sel, 7 3 rumour. 
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10 be relied on, coul, nog de Aeligf:} ; 
matters tefiding t Heb Fs re tr were 


die Seal 


ings of pthers, Gen) lemen ſhould be canaimof Ahe eee 


an which. their ir Hlatements were fou. 
r. Trerney wondered that Gentleman, houl 
ao p6lſible for 15 3 ſes. at 2 * 
Hat was got. He now afked he per 10 
had x en be ſtory, ra be bad obe 1 

it was not from Accurate inforn 
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and that intimacy fe left a corffideradle 
Pur cabs po He cod help thinking fil; ho- 
that whar che hon. Gentlemin had forther fe Bore 
Got but he had how given it; und 
EE fed — impreffioris on che Hquſe. 
Whathe had ſaid of 4 implied a charge ef 4 very 
ſerious nature, and he bugged the hon. Gentleman t conſider 
how dan * Ne te * 4&1} £5 AM Li NE An SLOW 
e #the . and ns; 
he. [ould be happy to trensw bis atquaintance"with 
— $ apy E rior with to heut ſetmous from 
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ie dis be had no . 


was not the eaſe of a perſon enden- 
dem tax, \dy-adheririgfriety-tothe 

fraud. 
was ad- 


— avoid 
letter ofthe lauy/ but it was if truly ſtated, a 
When ſuch a ſtattment, implying ſuch a c 
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CA Force 5 he \ Was not ſure whetbes the: 
Ro that hat- ie, had Hi in his fist pech, | 
hy Gentleman had alluded rte infention:.of 4 
mplaiged,' at being paid for by: certain perſqns. He bad 
fun reuſon to believe that this ĩnſnuihtion was intended s 
allude to um (Mr. Wilherſoree g if fo, he wiſhed the hen. 
D- e ſay ſo candidly; that ha might have an opPOr- 


tunity to ſay a fe words to Meulpate: himſelf from che 


charge, and if was propoſed t ren che paper; . 
ſone age inst N th e of bogged off bas ee e 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he-rofe to:ſpeak:immedintely.to 
the-queſtion: beſore the Houſe. He. thought: that dhe — 
Geatleman muſt no have auained the object he had in vier, 
in bringing in this complaint. It was certainly true, chat 
miſrepreſentation was an aggravation of the breach of pri- 
vilege in primiing the oof the. Houſe at all „ 7 


the breach of ptivilege Was that which the Houſe had te 


conſider. It Was not the accuracy or ĩuaccuracy of the te- 
orts, but e violation of the order of the Houſe that as to 
| b iato vie though certainly it was nat to overlook. 
perſonal feelings, and every man muſt be anxious not to be 
miſrepreſented; the privilege; of the Houſe was the grent 
conſideration on which they Fun act. If dhe hon. Gentle... 
man was not content with ſtating the-complaint, for the pur- 
poſe of correQing an error, ieh probably would be cor- 
rected by what had now paſſed in the very ſame paper 
next day, the complaint muſt go a deal farther 
the hon. Gentleman might iniend. othet perſon who. 
had publiſhed the proceedings alluded to, muſt likewiſe. be 
called up. He thought therefore, ihat it would be better at 
preſent io withdraw the motion If the bj Qin view'was . 
the protection of the privileges of the this would-be. 
attatned, as what had already taken Place would:ſhew that | 
the Houſe: was determined 10 go the x of Its 
if they were abuſed- If it 2 on 
could be made: and thofe who: had been eq — — —5 
breach of the privileges of this Houſe, 4s the printer in-guel> . 


ion, would be equaiſy liable to if.adimadverſion. 4... 5” : 


Mr. Tierney ſaid, that this: caſe differed ry widely u ö 
every uber. The account was inſerted 28 
; 2 converſation had taken place, and profeſſad to cotret᷑ tier 

atements. A to herthought it delonged to the 
Houſe to diſpoſe of it. He ſhould not withdraw it. He 
did feel it a malevolent attempt to excite animoſities between 

Vor. I, F708 3 . 
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individuals, and he was convinced that its inſertion had been 
paid for by ſome'perſons in this ve v. 
The S$::retary of War aid, that fince this ſubject was 
brovght before the Houſe they had nb option under their or- 
det with reſpect to the vote they were to give, and he hoped © 
it would have the effect to correct a practiee which he had 
even thought before he was in Parliament, and fince he had” 
been in it, both while he fat on the other fide of the Houſe, 
and on this, an intolerable. abuſe, materially affecting not 


only the dignity of the Houſe, but likewiſe the intereſts of 


the country. Pheſe diſadvantages, he ſaid, refulted from it, 
independent of the miſrepreſentations ſo juſtly” complained 
of. He hoped, therefore, that this complaint would operate 
as a check, and remove any falſe impreſſſons as to the reaſons 
Which had' induced the Hobſe to permit the practice. He 
aſſented io the motion not on account of the injuſtice Which 
the hon. Gentleman had ſuffered, though he ſhould not be 

leſs ſenſible of the injuſtice done to him than to any other 


member, but on the Senegal ground, that a particular caſe of 


injuſtice was valtly ſubordinate to the great object of pro- 
teQing the privileges of the Houſe, which were violated by 
the publication of their proceedings at all. Hewever the 
Houſe had connived, and how long they might continue to 
connive, at the practice, he ſhould be ſorry that the matter 
ſhould go off without the Houſe giving an opinion upon the 
important queſtion of theſe privileges, He had ſtated his 
opinion on the general point, As to the miſreprefentations 
complained of, it was impoſſible to expect that daily ſubjecis 
of complaint would not occur when the ſituation of perſons 
concerned in the employment, and the influence of every 
Eind to which they were ſubject, was conſidered. This prae- 
"nice had grown into a great evil, and it was but of recent 
origin; nor did he think that Parliaments, in former times, 
Rad been ſo ignorant of what was proper to be done with re- 
gard to the regulation of their privileges, and that it was 


proper courſe to follow: - 


only in modern times that we had diſeovered what was the 


Mr. Martin ſaid, he wiſhed the matter to be now decided. 
There was no occaſion. for further wirning afterwhat had 


been faid a few days ago by an hon Gentleman. He had 


Jong obſerved the miſrepreſentations which were given of 


What paſſed here; and he thought that thoſe who wrote the 
| reports made Gentlemen ſay juſt What they themſelves 
.._ . pleaſed. | bs 4 | ” | 14 of we 


by 


Mr. 
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Mr. H/illiam Smith ſaid, that Gentlemen did not ſeem 
willing to obſerve the diſtinction between this caſe and others. 
where miſrepreſentation might exiſt. However the orders 
of the Houſe might conſider the publication as the chief o- 
fence, Gentlemen's minds muſt take into conſideration the 
intention with which a miſrepreſentation was accompanied. 
If miſrepreſemation was an aggravation, of the breach of 
Privilege, the intention was an aggravation of that miſrepre- 
ſentation. A report made up in a/few hours ought to be di- 
tinguiſhed from an account which had been conſidered for 
ſeveral days, and he left it to Gentlemen to judge whether 
there was not here an intention to convert reports into a ve- 


hicle of attack upon the members of the Houſe. 


Mr. Jones ſaid he agreed that the publication of all reports 
was a breach of privilege, and if any repreſentation was o 
be given, it ſhould be full, fair, official and legal. He thought 
that Gentlemen in power ſheuld turn their attention to this 
point. As to the particular merits of this queſtion, he was 
not ſufficiently maſter of ibemn . 
Mx. Wilberforce withed again to know whether the hon. 
. Gentleman who brought this matter forward, alluded to him 
in any part of his ſpeech? He had aſked the hon. Gentleman 
before, to which queſtion there was no anſwer giyen. Whe- 
ther that was to be conſidered as an affirmative or negative he 
could not ſay; but he could moſtifolemnly. aſſure the Houſe; 
that he had no more to do with the inſertion in laſt Wedneſ-- 
day's Zimes, than the hon. Gentleman himſelf. . With regard 
to the queſtion now before the Houſe, he had to obſerve, that 
there were other papers in which miſrepreſentations of the 

groſſeſt kind, and that upon this very ſubject; not only to the 

ne ral heads of the ſubject, but alſo on what he had himſelf” 
Rated with regard to a point about which he confeſſed he was 
very anxious he meant the character of the noble Lord Wh 
had been alluded'to in the debate, and who, had been, namel 
that night. He happened to take in two papers, of which 
that in queſtion was one, and he feared there was as little 
truth or accuracy in the one as in-the other, ſo far as related 
to the debates of that Houſe. He ſtood in a particular ſitua- 
tion in regard to the queſtian now before the Houſe. He 
certainly declared it to be his opinion, that it became the 
Houſe, for the credit and the character of individuals in cex- 
rain reſpeRs, but for the great object which the, Houſe. ought 


always to have in view, for the character of the Hovſe of 1 


- 
» 


:Commans, and for the ſafety of the conſtitution of the coun- 
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| ide fome ba, 
| agaiuſt that great and grow ing evi oe mfrepreſeptatigns of 
| " the proceedings of Parliament, which, had been 'ſuffere8 of 
| 'late,10-xife to g height too great to be allowed tg. cohtifiue. 
| - Certainly all that had paſſed ſinęe had not contributed to alter 
his opinion. But although ibis article now complatiitd of by 
| - _ the hom. Gentleman might be liable to cenſbre, yet tie muſt 
| | obſerve, that to take this paper, and his only, as dne that 
| - -  oughttobe the object of cenſure, would be a very unfair and 
curtailed» made of - proceeding, and it woyld appear like in- 
juſtice if the Houſe did not take other papers as Well as this. 
v1 1 to the ſort of reflection that. had been caſt 
upon him, he could not help obſerving, that there ſeemed to 
be a diſpoſition in ſome Gentlemen te take notice always of 
the manner in which he ſpoke his ſentiments in that Houſe, 
and it was rather inſinuated, as, if he was aftuated by fome 
angry motives ir What he ſaid., He thought this a little ex- 
traordinary to come from ſome Gentlemen who had for a 
long time been acquainted with him. Perhaps from à hatu- 
ral warmth of temper, he. was led ſometimes to ſpeak in a 
manner that was more acrimonious, than be might wih; his 
moti ves, however, were always the ſame, and all his conduct 
Was to one point, namely, the good of the public. How- 
ever, he muſt leave this to the ſentiments of thoſe who of late, 
as well as of former years, knew the molt of him. Be theſe 
things as they might, he ſhould always expreſs his opinions 
freely; and now that he was upon this TubjeQ, he ſhould 
take the liberty of ſaying, there was a very common prac- 
tice in that Houſe, which, for its honour and dignity, he 
\ wiſhed to be diſcontinued. The members of that Houſe 
were in the habit of ſpeaking of one another in a ful ſome 
ſtile of compliment, in a way that might perhaps pleaſe ſome 
by-ſtanders, but which neither aided the debate, nor had the 
leaſt tincture of ſincerity in it; and the very members ihem- 
ſelves who uſed that; ſort of language in the Houſe, treated 
it every where elſe as empty ſound and ttifling nonſenſe. 
This was a habit that was no credit to the Houſe, and he, for 
one, Wiſhed to ſee it ſet aſide, and the language of ſincerity 
4 ted. | He wiſhed Gentlemen to ſpeak the truth upon 
LE «-orghbels points, as well as others, diſtincily as they felt and not 
to give way to an unmeaning or ſhallow ſtyle of compliment 
upon one another. With reſpect to the queſtion now before 
tte Houſe, he could only ſay, that he really never wiſhed to 
put a ſtop to the fair ſtatement of the proceedings of Parlia- 
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lx. Tierney ſajd, that he hon: Gentleman miſconceived 
him very much, Tf he thought he had any particular enmity = 
_ againlt;the paper of whicthe Kal juſt complaiired; quite the 
contrary ; be had no ſüch enmity; but he thought it his 
duty to ſtate this as an ünwarràntable publication; not; as it 
regarded What he had ſaid, but as it regarded what others, 
much more important in theſeſtimation of the Houſe, ſaid. 
I che hon, Gentleman could ſhe w him any other paper, in 
which there was the ſame account as that, of Which he was 
now complaining in the Times, he ſhould think it his duty to 
bring forward that paper alſo; büt this was the only one he 
knew of that had this on 1310950 oe forages. 
Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, that he did not think there was any 
other paper that had this account iw it; but having looked at 
_ ._ two papers, which he took in, and having examined them for 
the reaſon he had ſtated already, he was ready, to ſay, they 
both contained groſs miſrepreſem ation of what paſſed in the 
. Hovſe, and although the account of which the hang: Gentle 
man complained was not ſo accurate as it ought to hej yet it 
wWoas not fo inaccurate as the firſt acebunt to which it referred. 
eiern Chancellor of the Excheguer thought it: would-be much 
„„ LIE to defer this debate, as it involved a point of great im- 
Dt W the mode in which the matter ſhould be 
' ., dilpoſedof, for on the queſtion of the ſtanding orden there 
cauld be no difference of opinion; but on the other points 
many arguments ought to be urged, and when they came 
forward no doubt the Houſe would give to them the attention 
they ſhould merit; but he thought that could not now be done 
cConſiſtenily with the convenience of the Houſer H would | 
. obſerve, however, in paſſing,” that if any determination was , 


R 


1 


Forme to upon the paper now produced; the Houſe oed it tio 
its juſtice to adopt the fame with regard to others; Hefthought 

bat 6G chat after the long conniyance of the Houſe at the publication 
| of its, proceedings, and the very groſs abuſe of thm connĩ- 

vance, in a peryerſion of them in ſome reſpeQs, Th every es . 


Sea ac charge en has which. map was now een the 
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ch they were puhliſhed, it would, be inconſiſtent with 
n the ice of hy Houſe to make any LORA 
order upon this, particular thing.- What had already hap- , 
| pened might be, conhidered a8 A Fair warning to others. It 
the particular paſſages complained of in this paper, were to 
6 1 out, he thought it wauld be convenient to the 
nel ble that ihe ſubject auld, be deferred, and for that 
poſe the regu ar way would de to adjourn this debate to Pafr 
Ko. bay, But he muſt ſay a again, that when the Houſe 
did return to the conſideration of the buſineſs, they ſhould be 
prepared 1 take 2 general view of the ſubject, and not: to 
confine itfelf to any thing that belonged, 4 this particular 


a 
" MI. Ti jerney y ſaid, he thought he faw a general diſpoſiti tion 
in the Houſe yo to Pu urſue this ſubjeQ any further.— —[ Here 
Was a great cry of of no. 
not againſt the paper of ths imes that he had any objection, 
— 2 it was favourable to . in its general policy, 
but it was to the manner in which the converted 
day mig ht. laſt had been reported that his objection was point- 
"He ſhould do the ſame thing againſt any other paper if . 
It a NY the fame account. But from the manner in 
which this matter had been hitherto treated, he very much 
queſtioned whether the Houſe had not better ay e 
hey would not proceed any ſu-ther. vt Fla 

The queſtion. being Sp 

The Maſter, of the Is ſaid, "that if this matter was to 4 
conſidered he thought that the next day would be too early a 
day; ſome time ought to be given to conſider the whole f 
the. ſubject, for ſome other papers might fall into the ſame 
predicament. He ſhould therefore move that ſome futuse 
day be appointed for the diſcuſſion of this bufineſs. It would 
de well to poſtpone it now, not for ever, but he thought for a 
weck or a fortnight. | Here was r ſome diſſent. He proceeded,. 

and ſaid, he did not mean to give the orb to the matter. 

The queſtion was again put. 

Mr. V Smith obſerved, that it was indifffrent. to 1 
whether this Was to come on nom or not; but there was 
another paper in which there was the molt, grolk milrepre-. 

Pee 

I The Speaker. reminded the 1 1 that he pi 


10 / no!] He obſerved, that it was 


tion of Satur- 
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Mx. Gra Act 8 and (aid he ſhould poſtpoie What he 
had t0 fa that ſubj ea... 

The / Ply of the Rell ſaid, he ſtill wiſhed this' mutter to 
be poſtponed to a future day, not too near the preſent ; not, 
indeed, to a day over Which the Houſe might 4djonrn} for 

that, he knew, would be liable to untoward obſervations. 
He therefore moved, that, inſtead of the word © now, bet the 
| words © on Monday next” be ſubltituted. 
The queſtioh was then put upon the aaa motion for 
reading the paper immediately, and negatived. _ 
Then the queſtion was put on the amendment! of the  Maſ- 
ter of the Ralls, and carried. © 
_ Ordered that the debate be reſumed on this ſubject on 
Monday next. 
Mr. Long brought up the report of the bill for fuſp ending 
the Habeas Corpus Ad. — Read, agreed to, and te Me 
the bill be read a third time the next 73 F then PORE. | 


INCOME. mne 72.6 4; 75 


The Chantelle fy he Exchequer then moved Weed er the 
7 for the Houſe to take into conHileration the repore of the 
Income Bill. 
Sir. V. Pulteney tac, there was no perſon on more ub ling 
than he was to oppoſe the general with of the Houſe; but 
there was a great public duty caſt upon him, and that duty te 
muſt perform. He Was ready to repeat what he had ſaid al- 
ready that he was for meaſures to catry on with effect the 
conteſt in which we are engaged, and not only we; but all 
Europe are engaged. This he manifeſted 4 the Aſſeſſed 
Taxes were before the Houſe; but there were in the men- 
fore now before them many points to which he muſt call their 
attention. N 
It appeared to nich that the liberty: IOW cui conſid 
in three points —ſecurity of life—ſecurity of pet ſonul free- 
dom—ſecurity of property. Theſe were the Yoo, | 
points in which the liberty of a nation conſiſted. When 
theſe were all ſecüre there was no danger Whatever of . ; 
derty of a nation. Upon the firſt, namely the fecurity of 
life, when he confidres the powers of grand juries, WE, in 
all caſes, had this point before them, except thoſe of a military 
nature; and when he conſidered the many excellent regu- 
lations that ſubſiſted with regard to treaſon, he was ready to 
fay there was no complaint to be urgedsipon, the firſt point 
national W__ Wi 18850 to the ſecond point, name- 
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15, perſonal liberty, certain it was, that while the Fa- 
beas Corpus Act remained ſuſpended; that was in ſome 
meaſure abridged, but for a temporary and particular pur- 
poſe that might be ſubmitted to; and When the Haleas 
Corpus Act was in full force, the perſonal liberty of the 
1 of this country Was as neut to perfection perhaps as 
uman invention could deviſe, and certainly much ſuperior 
in this country to any other on earth. But with regard to 
the third branch of national Liberty, namely, Security to Pro- 
perty, he queſtioned whether any part of it would continue 
if the bill now before the Houſe paſſed into a law ; and it 
was upon this ground that he hoped for the attention of the 
Houſe: There muſt be a power of levying taxes vetted ſome 
where; in moſt. of the monarchies of Europe they veſted in 
the Monarch, under certain regulations and modifications, 
which it would be needleſs for him to detail. But in this 
country, thanks to the exertions of our anceſtors, it was ſet- 
tled, that no money could be levied on the ſubject but through 
the medium of Parliament. It was brought into queſtion 
zin the time of Charles the Firſt, and it was upon this point 
that the great Hampden diſtinguiſned himſelf, and it was 
upon this point that the civil war afterwards broke out. It 
was now, beyond all diſpute, ſettled, that the people of this 
country cannot be taxed in any way but through the conſent 
of their Repreſentatives. in Patliament. Indeed, ever ſince 
the revolution taxes had been raiſed, in no other manner 
whatever; and it had been the policy of Parliament, ever 
ſince the Revolution, to impoſe taxes in ſuch a way, at leaſt 
chiefly in ſuch a way, as to afford to each claſs of the com- 
munity an option whether they would pay them or not; be- 
cauſe they were always impoſed on conſumption; and a man 
had always ſome option whether he would or would not con- 
ſume an article, at leaſt he had much diſcretion as to the quan- 
tity of conſumption. To this general policy in the conduct 
of the ſtate in this country ſince the Revolution, there were, 
that he knew of, but two inſtances of exception, namely, 
land tax and the tax upon windows. But it might be faid, 
that a tax upon the abſolute neceſſaries of life left no option, 
becauſe they muſt be had: but, even in that caſe, the guan- 
tity was at the diſcretion of the conſumer. And, indeed, the - 
direct and immediate articles of life ſtill remained untaxed: 
bread, for inſtance,” had no tax ; milk was not taxed ; vege- 
tables ere not taxed. But, to return — when Parliament 
had ſanctioned the ſcheme of a miniſter, and allowed wer to 
55 | l ; e have 
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have recourſe tofiHſets of takntion wich gave no option to 
anybody; it g, ſanction to a neu ſyſtem of and 

which wotild gi Away much of the:controuliog power der 

raxes. 16 IHinight be ſaid; that it: was extremely AReult 0 
find dit anticles of conſumption wpodiwhich taxes could be. 
_ impoſed. | He was: ready tb acknowledge the truth of that 
alſertion!; but he was; very far from wiſhing to ahandon the 
ſyſtern on that account; and indeed: that: was, in ſurne ve 
ſpets;-adefirable ching: it was a great check upon execu- 

tive: government; it made them caretul and provideut of the 
publio mot, and made; Parliament active in examining 


What are the beſt modes of ralſing large ſums of Honey. 


But; if the principle of this meaſutre was once eſtabliſhed, 


althvugle the minſſter this year only called for ont tent | _ 


the. income uf the people, next year he may call for two- 
tenths} then for three- tenths, and ſo on until the whole was 
taken away, for the principle being once adopted, would not 


admit of any limitation Whatever; and therefote, upon that 


ground: he thought this a very improper mode of © raiſing 
money for the ſervice of the ſtate. It had been ſaid; that th 
was only following up the principle adopted by the aſſeſſed 


tastes. The principle of the aſſeſſed taxes had no reſem- 


blance to this; for although. it might be ſaid; that the party 
had no option in the firſt year, as to/what he ſhould pay under 
the aſfſeſimenty yet, in the next year, he had clearly an option. 


He did not ko cfiat many people would have changed their: | 


eſtabliſiments in conſequence of the aſſeſſed taxes, but he 
knew they had the power of ſo doing, and that was enough: 
| for his preſem argu nent, for he Was only contending for 1 
option to the party. But it was faid, that the aſſeſſed taxes 
did not ptoduee às much as was expected, and there wWete 
many evaſtons. By the way the produce of the aſſeſſed tades 
was not very ſmall; for it was/admirted they produced up- 
wards of [four millions, and the voluntary contributions to 
cover the aſſeſſed taxes were very conſiderable; that all they 
produced was not enough; he admitted; but as to evaſons;. 
he Was of opinion, they might have been prevented by pr. 
per regulations; and therefore he did not ſee why a fyflem oH 
that * ind Was to be abandoned for ſuch à one as tis, the ou, 
being ins great meaſure; and the other not at all, optibtal. 
Beſides"the „tere were to his mind many ver great jegs: 
tiopste eis ete as now altered ;” ſome of théſe objettions: 


touched | | 


's 
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d on the manner of chuſing commiſſionerb, on Which, 
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gives in a fair ſtatement, of his income, would that prevent a 
diſcloſure of his affairs? By no means, for lit dependetl not 
upon the truth or falſehood of the acrount, but the choice of 


the commiſſion Whether the diſclolute ſhould be made or not. 


There were two temptations to ſhun a diſeloſure of a man's 
circumſtances: firſt, a man might be tempted to diſeloſe 
them, becauſe they were bad; ſecondly, there were many ob- 


jections to a man's diſeloſing his good circumſtances. Here 


there was ſome ſmiling on the other ſide.] Sir William pro- 
.ceeded, and ſaid, that Gentlemen would perhaps alter the tone 
of their laughter, if they heard him out. Would it not be 
a deſirable thing to conceal good circumſtances in any caſe? 
Had it never occurred to the Houſe, that it had a bad effect 
on à man's children, to know very early in life, that they 
would become poſſeſſed of very large fortunes on the death of 
their parents? And was this obſervation never applicable to 
any other branches of a man's family? "Theſe objections ap- 

eared to him to have very great force in them, If it was 


aid, theſe things were inſeparable from the bill, there might 
then ariſe two queſtions; firſt, whether the bill ſhould not be 


abandoned altogether ? and if that was determined in the ne- 
gative, then, whether a better mode than this might not be 
adopted? we } | l OO 
EY He muſt now take ſome notice of the ſituation into which 
the commiſſioners would be thrown by this bill. It would 
be difficult for them to refuſe to order a ſchedule to be made 
upon the ſuggeſtion of the inſpectors, and was it not griev- 
ous to a Gentleman to reflect and to feel, that notwithſtand- 
Ing all his pregrity and public ſpirit, notwithſtanding he had 
charged himſelt to the utmoſt farthing, with the hope that 
bis affairs might not be expoſed, yet they ſhould be expoſed 
after all? This would affect the liberty of this country moſt 
materially, becauſe it tended to cruſh the-independent fpirit 
of the people. This was a meaſute partaking of hafpirit 
of abſolute Government; and every body knew the effect of 
ſuch a Government upon the minds of the people who lived 
under them. Every body knew alſo that there were many 
inſtances of great mildneſs in the exerciſe of abſolute pbwer, 
but that was of nq avail; there was no conſciouſneſs of ſe- 
curity felt under fuch a ſyſtem, and there the ſpirit of the 
people was loſt; and indeed it was the preſence and the ab- 


Tence of that ſpirit that at once pronounced whether à people 
were free or in bondage. And although a great number of 
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meaſure, inaſmuch as it affected none | whoſe incomes were 
below Gol. a year, yet he believed the claſs which it wauld 
affect were much too numerous to allow any body to} ſays 
they were not the moſt rial rn! of the cormmunity in 
this eguntry. 6 | san 
There was a very great objecting alſo to this bill, upon the 
ground that government. mult neceſſarily become acquainted 
with the circumſtances of every individual in the kingdom, 
and conſequentiy know when and where to find all — e 
porty in England. This was a thing that was quite impro- 5 
per for any government to know, for it would be an encou- . * 
ragement to the miniſter to go on with a. ſcale of ruinous ex 
pence, and there was nothing to oppoſe the deſite of the mi- 
niſter whenever he wanted to lay hold of any of this property. 
The oath ſet forth and preſcribed in the bill had a tenden to 
this dangerous Wrloſups. [Here he W the wares: of the 
oath. | ; r 
The Chancellor of the ee ſpoke to N He ob- 
ſerved that the preſent ſtage of the bill was applicable to the 
general principle, the oath made part of a particular clauſe ;; 
he therefore queſtioned whether the hon. Member could re- 
gularly enter upon the clauſes, upon the general queſtion, 
whether the report of the bill 2 or ſhould not be taken 
into further conſideration? ok 2 
The Speaker ſaid, he tg” it competent to any mem: 
ber of the Houſe, on the queſtion now before it, to conſider, 
either the whole, or any part of che bill, and that he ade | 
do with a view either of moving that the whole: might | 
adopted or rejected or chat ĩt might, or might not be taken in- 
to further conſideration. It was competent to any member to 
move that the bill might be recommitted, and to ſupport that 
mation he had a right to go into the detail of the bill to ſhew 
the neceſſity of adopting that motion, under the hope that al 
terations would be made in the parts to which he objected. 
Upon the general principle of the bill a member had al ſo a 
right to ſpeak in order to ſhew that the Houſe ought, not ic 
take the meaſure, into further conſideration. Therefore he W's” 
conſidered it was open to the hon. Member in this ſtage,of 
the proceeding, to diſcuiſs hoth the principle of be oi, and 3 
Wy part of which it was com poſed. Warmer KLIN BBY" 
„Sir Pulteney.\then bees de. It appeared 10 hin, be | 
| ſaid, that this bill was calculated to bing to the knowledge 
 ofithe/minitters of the crown the: ſtats he po property of un 
the people of e Txt large. Hera W * wa 1 0 
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faid that ſuch knowledge went no ſurther than related to the 
urpoſes of the aQ, and chat there was fuch an expreſſion in 
3 bill; but vnder the pretext of carrying the purpoſes of. « 
| | the act into execution, every. thing relating to the circum- 
ſtances of any individual may be known, and there was in the 
dDill a clauſe which would have that immediate effect. There 
was à clauſe directing that booles ſhall be prepared; and theſe 
books may in time come on the table of the miĩniſter; and 
this was very dangerous, and would of itſelf make the ſtate of 
1 extremely inſecure. This mode was, indeed, not 
entirely new, but it had never been adopted ſince the revolu- 
tion of this country. He knew full well that the very ſyſ- 
tem of this bill was adopted under the protectorate ; there 
was then an aſſeſſment of income, and every man in the king- 
dom, from one end to the other, was made to conttibute. It 
was levied, as well ſtated the other night, very arbitrarily-and 
unjuſtly ; but it was moſt clear, that nothing ever made the, 
le of England feel more dejection than that ſyſtem of 
taxation; it made the people feel in a more humilliating con- 
dition than they ever did before, and probably had a great 
ſhare in bringing a about the reſtoration: of King Charles the 
ſecond. After that reſtoration the ſyſtem was found imprac- 
ticable, and, 'as far as regarded the landed intereſt of the 
country, it ended in a Land FRE which my were oy * 
1 redeem. b 
ere was another objection which be had) to bigs: T his 
tax exempted all perſons whoſe income was under 60l; a year, 
and bog in the higheſt ſcale of impoſt a perſon of 200l. a 
year. This would reſt very hard indeed on the middling 
Haſs of ſociety, and but flightly-on the üpper claſs; when it 
eame to be continued, as moſt probably it would, if agreed to 
now, it would ſoon ruin the middling elaſs of ſociety every 
where in this conntry, and then we ſhould only have two, 
the upper and the lower ; and when that ſhall be the caſe did 
any man believe that the liberty of the "country would long 
_ eontifue? Did any man believe that the liberty of the coun- 
try depends now, or could depend, on the higher orders of the 
cmtmunity? Did any man believe it depended on the la wer 
NP rer? Was it not a truth which even man felt, that the 
pe be ' of England depended on the middling claſs? He would 
fi is bill . — that midũling claſs, and would do 


don, and then we ould have only two claſſes in the:com- 
6 Oe ' He ae 388 * country 


nity, and a miſerable community it would be, — — eng 


thought 


| - 


. | 
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thought well of this bill, under an idea that it wπ]ould have the 
operation they much deſired, namely, an equal impoſt upon 
moſt of thoſe Who were able to bear it, hut in that the were 
miſerably deceived, for it Would take away from the farmer 
the means of making improvement in agriculture, Which will 
affect the labourer or peaſant directly. It would digit 
the means of the manufacturer to carry on his manufactufe, 
and therefore directly affect all thoſe who ſubſiſt by working 
_ at-manufaQures, and ſo Without any circuitous prugtels it 
appeared to affect at once all the lower olaſſes of the commu- 
nity, by diminiſhing the means of employing them. There 
was no neceſſity t go any great way for illuſtration. of this 
point, the Houſe had it before them in the caſe of the duty 
on Watches and on coaches; there the duties were ſaid io be 
ſuch as would; not affect the trades; but ĩt was proved ta have 

a direct tendency to ruin both, and the men were ſtarving for 

want of employment, and therefore he was well aware that 

che operation of this tax would not be what Gentlemen ex 
poste itt UN 
Ihe next head of objection he had to ſtate againſt this hill 
was, that it was going againſt all principle of taxation. This 
was not a new opinion of his. It was an opinion he had en- 
tertained and given to the public twenty yeats ago; he did 
not mean to argue that the opinion was right becauſe he had 
held it ſo long, but he mentioned it to ſhew that it was nat an 
opinion made up haſtily on the preſent meaſure, He had 
ſtated that opinion upon conſideratiom of the ſubject of the 
American war, namely, the taxation of the calonies in Ame- 
rica. He had always held that, although the thing was not 
to be met with in Magna Charta or any other ſtatute, yet it 

Was the uniform practice of the parliament; of England fince 

the revolution to hold out but one meaſure of taxation to all 
deſoxiptions of perſons, Suppoſe we were to have a certain 
different mode af taxation for Yorkſhire from any . 
_ county ; would that be deemed fair and wiſe? Certainly it 
would not. The principle was, that all claſſes were td be 
affected alike, and yet that was not the caſe under this hill, 1 
for there was a claſs of men who were ta be found in every 8 
part of this county, who were under à different mode from | 
all the reſt of the community. He ineant commercial men. 
They were to haue a ſet of ſurveyors of their owns. This 
might be very convenient to theſe perſons, and, as far as it 
was convenient to them, be did not object to it; but hefaw || 
no reaſon upon earth why the fame ſort of regulation ſhould = 1 
„ = e = 
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be extended to all other deſcriptions of perſons. - It might 
be faid. that this was à tax upon all places and penſions,” and 
that if ĩt had been very hard, there was a phalanx of that de- 
tion to take care it ſhould not go too far. To this he , 
would obſerve, that with regard to places and penſions, the 
miniſters would always be able to compenfate the ſufferers in fe 
that particular. He laid no gteat ſtreſs; however, on that „ 
point: but he did lay great ftrefs on the unconſtitutional 5 
principle, of making a diſtinction in the mode in which dif- 
ferent claſſes wert to be ſubjected to inveſtigation of their 
eee COB CTL. Hi 100 ths 8 
The laſt objection he had to urge upon the preſent occaſion 
\ was; that this bill dict not hold out, that this was not to be a 
| mode of taxation tobe adopted in future. It muſt continue at 
x leaſt for three years, and if this war did not terminate this year, 
it muſt continue for four yeats. It was only expreſſed, that 
the operation of the bill ſhould not ceaſe until ſuch a time 
but nothing was held forth to the country at what time it 
ſhould ceaſe. Upon the whole of this caſe, he thought this 
bill was dangerous in. its very nature, that it encroached in 
the moſt alarming degree upon the principles of the conſti- 
tution of England, and attacked its vitals; and that if the plan 
which it involved ſhould ſave ſome” money to the ſtate, it 
would be deariy bought, and he thought we had better loſe a 
grent deal of money than loſe any of the conſtitution which 
Had been given to us by our anceſ tors. 
Mr. Ryder ſaid, he ſhould not follow the hon. Baronet in the 
detail into which he had entered to-night, that he ſhould leave 
to others who were more able than he pretended to be, to do 
it juſtice ; but he ſhould take notice of ſome of the arguments 
of the hon, Baronet againſt the principle of this bill. He 
ſhould have thought the Houſe would have deemed it pre- 
ſumptuous to oppoſe the opinion of the hon. Baronet upon 
the prineiple of ſuch a meaſure as this, unleſs he was ſop- 
ported by ſome authority; an authority, however, he had, 
Aich that was no leſs than the authority of the hon. Baronet 
3 imſelf. It was in the recollection of the Houſe that the 
buon. Baronet had, laſt year, when the Aſſeſſed Taxes were 
| under diſcuſſion as well as when he ſpokqhupon the very bill 
now before the Houſe, had not only admiued, but ftrenuouſly 
ſupported the principle of railing large ſupplies within the 
year. Indeed laſt year he had ſaid, that not only the ſum f 
Etnies We then propoſedio'be raiſed within the... - 
year by the Aſſeſſed Taxes, but a much larger ſum ought: 
aht | | 8 


be 
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| be raiſed within the year; the hon. Baronet; had gone the 
ength of ſaying, that the whole ſum wanted might be gaiſed 
Wit in a e Whether he meant to. raile it by tax, or 
upon capital, he did not then explain; but certain it was that 
the hon. Gentleman had lent his authority to the doctrine 
that the Whole ſupplies might be raiſed within, the year- 
This was the opinion of the hon. Baronet laſt year; his opi- 
nion was ſtill, that a great part of the ſupplies ſhould be cailed 
hh oe Ks 14 
The hon. Baronet objected becauſe the tax now before the 


Houſe was not optional. Now he did not pretend to be very 


well verſed in financial hiſtory; but he bad heard of many 


taxes in this country in which there was no option given to 


the party charged. He had heard, for inſtance, of a poll tax 
—ot taxes taking the 1 5th, and the 10th of every man's in- 
come; and indeed if the duties on imports, and exports were 
excepted, we ſhould find that our financial hiſtory: was full ot 
nothing but taxes, in bearing which the party had no option, 
and the difficulty would be to find where the option was al- 
lowed, not where it was taken away. But it ſeems the prac - 
tice was different ſince the revolution. Was that the caſe 
Without any exception, and were there no taxes except the 
preſent under which the party had no option? What did che 
hon. Baronet think of the tythes of this country, Which 

amounted, he believed, to ſomething like fave millions a year? 
Were they optional? And he would obſerve further alſo, that 
they were ore liable to one of the objections of the hon. 
Baronet, that of not making a ſufficient diſtinction between 
high and low, for they made not any diſtinction in that par- 


_ ticular. . What would the hon, Baronet ſay to the whole ſyſ- 


tem of the poor laws of this country, which were upwards of 
three millions a year, not one ſhilling of which was optional 
on the party on whom, it was impoſed? The ſame obſerva- 


ton would apply to all county rates, as expences of building 
bridges; all of which prove that uniformly. ſince the.revo- 


| lation, a very large portion of the taxes paid by the ſubjeQs 

of this country have not been at all optional; and that it had 
been a ſyſtem. adopted by another ſtate, Which, next to this, 
Was the moſt conſiderable in commercial arrangements, and 


_ good pouch too, In Europe, he meant Holland, and from 
_ which we 


the tax on collateral ſucceſſion. It was the common courſe 


i en whether ox nat he would dert il ene 
W | wha 
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ad borrowed, a part of out taxation? he meant 
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attempted to.ſhew them that they had. an option whether — 


would be taxed or not; and yet to tell them het all the ar- 


ticles of conſumption mut be taxed., They might indeed 
be told, that bread and water were nat taxed ; and that there- 


A | fore, if they ate their bread in the open air, and drank water... 
at @'brook, they could not be taxed on the articles of con- 


ſumption, and that thus they had the option whether they 
would be taxed or not. Such would be the effect of + | 
doctrine of the hon. Baronet upon the ſubject of optional 
taxation. This, he apprehended, would not be very conſo- 
latory language to the people of this county. But the truth + 
he believed to be, that certain members of that Houſe had 
determined to oppoſe; this meaſure at all events, whether auß 
good arguments could be urged againſt it or not, ĩt was other - N. 
wiſe impoſſible to account for the ſtrange aſſertions Which 
men of ſuch underſtandings, as ſome of them were allowed 
to be, had made againſt this meaſure: The hon. Baronet had 
| ſaid, he Was a friend to the ſyſtem. of raiſing a large ſupply-. 
within the year. Did he-really believe that ſuch a ſum as. 
ten millions a year could: be raiſed by taxes on the articlegiof 
- conſumption without any conſumption upon the maſs of _ 
public? He had not ſtated what theſe artieles of conſum 
Were that could be thus conveniently taxed, ſo as to- raiſe ve 
millions a year, aud produce no compulſion. He was aware 
that the hon. Baronet would, on a moment's reflection, ſee 
the monſtrous abſurdity. of ſuch an idea. He would ſee alſo 
the abſolute impracticability of taxing-articles of conſump- 
tion of any kind without affecting the price of labour, Which 
muſt immediately affect all claſſes of the community, and 
moſt materially the poorer orders of them, who were wtally 
exempted by the bill now before the Houſe. He was there- 
fore convinced that the preſent Was the only mode that ex- 
tended equitably to all the — the community ho were 


abls — He avas. * be ſtrongly; inclined to this 
| | opirtibn 
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opinion from the conſideration that all thoſe” who” fed 
this mesure never 'atternpted to hint at an „ A thi 
eſſentially. 3 ſupport their own pt ele; namely. 
that à 181 pply ought to be raiſed within the year. 
had not e leſt hope that any thing would be — 
ſteud of this plan; and therefore the bill would be carrled on 
by the Houſe until it became at laſt fit oe Paſſed. «19 
ueſtion was then put. 
Mr. Jones ſaid, he ſaw this nialtre? in "ſuch a Uebe t 8 
he was ready to confeſs that no miniſter Who had not been 
caſe· harde ned fot᷑ t 2 or 14 years would have veritured to pro—ꝛ 
poſe it to the Houſe. He really thought that this bill would 
| ſhake the whole frame of the conſtitution of "England. © He 
remembered the grand cauſe in which we were engaged; and 
he believed there was not one man in his Majeſty's dominions -. 
Who was more conſtant to that object than Himſelf. He 
dreaded the horrible effects of the French Revolution; but, 
on the other hand, he was to dread the till more dreadfol ef- 
fect to En e Hari inroads now making on the conſti- 


tution of He voted for the aſſeſſed taxes, under 


an idea of 85 for a meaſure that was in ſome manner to 
raiſe that might protect us from invaſion: that mea- 
ſure was not half ſo objectionable as the preſent, and the 
neceſſity was much leſs. The marine of France wras almoſt 
annihilated, and we were almoſt glutted with our victories, 
Fedling this meaſure to be utterly deſtruive of the beſt prin- 
ctples of our conſtitution, he muſt oppoſe its further progreſs. 
He dic this for the conſervation of the on conſtitution _ 
ever bleſſed mankind' upon this globe. 
Mr. Dent wiſhed alſo to ſupport the cent the 
country, and he was not aware he was doing any 1 to by 
jure it by voting for the preſent motion 
VM.Ixr. H. Browne ſaid; hat he had carefully and anxiouſly | 
examined both the principle and the — of the bill; 
and as far as his reaſon and judgment enabled him to decide, 
he could by so means admit that the meaſure was liable to 
tie objections that have been ſo ſtrenuouſly and ſo Aenne 
antly urged againſt it. By ſome it was reprobated in very 
ſtrong terins indeed by denominating it an invaſion of pro- 
perty. But ho did it tend to invade property? Was it be- 
cCauſe one of ie N e of the bill might enable the com- 
miſſtoners to call for a diſcloſure of property; but mersly. ta 
require a ſtateent of propetty was ſurely not an attempt 
Invatieit. The ohjection 9 W 
Vor. I, 1185 34 abuſe 
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ever, juſtiſied in aſſerting, that the objections urged 


| —— miſrepteletied; at leaſt, they had never been 
fairly met or ſatisfaQorily-anſwered. Theil was one feat 
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Jen 
abuſe of ſach a diſcloſure, againſt which abuſe the bill ztfelf 
afforded every requiſite caution ang guard. Tt'wasalſvargued 


that any diſcloſure, water ariy circumſtances, muſt prove ex- 
tremely inconvenient to Rr individuals. But onght it not 
to be recollected that, by nothing but a conſiderable facrifice 
of private convenience could the calls for the public ſervice 
of the ſtate be anſwered,” and that the general good muſt ever 
reſult from ſomething that may be individually felt as 4 hard- 
thip? It has alfo been argue that, becauſe the ſupplies Were 
all raiſed within the year previous to the revolution, it was im 
roper to reſort to the fame expedient now. But, if the ſame 
eceſlity exiſts now that exiſtedthen; why not recur tothe ſame 
means of relief? For that a great, an extraordinary neceſſiiy 
does exiſt now, is a generally acknowledged on all ſides. 
Every Gentleman mult feel and confeſs,” that the conntry 
ſtands in a moſt perilous and awful eriſis. We are called 
upon by Providence, and by the voice of our public duty, to 
exert ſome great effort in order to reſcue Europe from the 


oppreſſion and ſervitade under Which a great part of it al- 


ready groans, and which hang over and are ready to fall upon 
the remainder. And how can this great, this uncommon ef- 
fort be exerted, but by a recurrence to reſources which we 
oſſeſs, and which alone can give vigour to the ſinews with 
hich we muſt wield the national ſtrength againſt the bold 


and wicked encroachment of an unprineipled and ambitious 


enemy? The meaſure now before the Houſe, appeared” to 
him to be the only onę that could enable* us to accomplith 
that great end, and as ſuch it ſhould have his hearty ſupport, 
thou oh he could not at the ſame time refrain from expreſſing 
a wilh that every care ſhould be taken to render it as” little 
obje&ionable as pollible, ol PE An 
Mr. Wi. Smith ſaid, that though he eos agaia'to offer 
fome objeRions to the bill, yet he Was very ready to confeſg, 


that it now appeared to him in a mueh more improved light, 


and very different indeed from the crude, imperfect ſtatè in 
which ik was firſt uſhered into the Houſe; he das happy in 
e to Tee that much of its opproſlive and inquiſitorial 


ency had been Obviated and removed. He was ill, how- 


againſt it 
by himſelf and by many of his hon. Friends, had been either 


error into which the ee of the bill had fallen. 
* the — it with ac” becauſe fu 
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have acknowledged the ptopriety and neceſſity of raiſing 4 
great purtion of the ſupplies within the year- But on what 
principle do they reſt this neceſſiiy, or of what nature do they 
ſuppole it to be? He was but little inelined to indulge in 
mimite metaphyſical diſtinctions; but ſome diſtindion was. 
| on the preſent oi on. The neceſſity fo much in- 
ſiſted on muſt be either a phyſical or political neceſſity; if it 
were a phyſical neceſſity, or if no other poſſible mode coe 
be deviſed of accomplithing the ſame end, then he would 
unreluctantly yield to that neceſſity, and nd longer make au 
oppoſition: to the adoption of it. But if upon due examina- 
tion of the nature af the meaſure, it did not appear to, in Vol vs 
any thing of a phyſical neceſſity, but only proceeded on the : 
graind/of à political neceſſity, then the nature of that poli- 
tical neceſſity, ſhould/ be duty enquired into -in his opinion 
political negeſſity ſhould be guided by a nice balance of the 
conveniencies and inconveniencies to which! the meaſure 
might give riſe. If the conveniencies were proved to pre- 
ponderate over the inconveniencies, then, he would confeſs, 
the neceſſity might be fairly pleaded. © But if, on the con- 
trary, however it might be attended with many conveniencies; 
vet it plainly appeared chat in its ptinciple it was unjuſt, that 
in its execution it was oppreflive, and that in its operation it 
muſt prove hurt ful both to the feelings and the fortubes of 
individuals, he was at a loſs to ſee how he ſhould be juſtiſied 
in admitting the plek of ſuch a political neceſſity. To theſe, 
his objections, he was well aware that the approvers of the 
bill would oppoſe a directly conttary alſertion. They, he 
knew, aſſerted, and would aſſert, that the principle and pro- 
viſions of the bill were equitable and ja. He, however, 
muſt perliſt in ſtyling them unjuſt and unequitable, and in 
this aſſertion he perſiſted not from the ſuggeſtion of any pri- 
vate intereſt, but merely from public motives atid upon public / 
grounds; for he: was ready 10 confeſs that the tax, as far as 
it regarded himſelf individually, he ſhould feel to be a ry 
beneficiat one, But he had heard it afferted that a large ma- 
jority of the citizens of London had declared in favout of the 
tax, and were he permitted to be ſo far itregular as to allude 
to what had dropped in a former debate, he would be glad to 
offer a few obſervations on the arguments that were then em- TR 


ployed. It Was ſaid that the body of merchants were both 
able and willing to pay the tax, though they contend at the 

ſamme time that this very tax muſt fall with double weight on 

perſons embharked im commercial purſuits, They were ſtill, 
wn 3A2 however, 
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— 


: 
» 


2364 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, CD, 
however, well prepared and wen di ſpoſed ti pay it. That 
zxerchantsof the firſt order, and under particular cireumſtances, 
might be able and willing to pay the tax he was not inenined 
to deny, without attempting to'dive into the motive or the 
means from which this will and ability might be ſuppoſed to 
flow. There was, however, another clals of corümereial 
men, of whom 'the-ſame could not be ſaid TAS we truth; 


the claſs he alluded to was of à much lower order and poſ-. 


ſeſſed of far inferior reſoutees. On them, he contended, the 
ropoſed tax muſt bear with very oppreſſive weight indeed. 
Bur this, perhaps, would be-denied: ' And why Becauſe it 
is aſſerted that the object of the meaſute is to lay equal 
burthens on all ſpecies of income, though the i income may 
be of an unequal nature, and to affect every ſituation in liſe in 
which property was to be found. He would grant that the 
operation of . tax began, as in the aſſeſſed tax bill of laſt 
year, with a property of 60l. but two perſons poſſeſſing” that 
amount of income were no longer in the ſame telative ſitua- 
tion; one part of that income may, for example, be laid out 
in an inſurance for life; that part employed in inſurance on 
life is now ſuppoſed to be exempted. He could not ſee in 
what that exemption conſiſted; for if a man | poſſeſſes/an in- 
come of Sool. he may employ one half of it in inſurance for 
life, and the other in providing for his family; but that in- 
come muſt be doubly aſſeſſed, for the tax is to take away one 
portion, and infurance another of it. Suppoſe in making 
proviſion for his family, he lays up one part, and — 
pays Fol. per annum for inſurance, in what ſituation ſhall 
ſuch a man be if any accident, even the payment of the now 
pPropoſed tax, ſhould diſable him from inſuting; where then 
would be the benefit which you ſuppoſe him to derive from 
the exemption? He could derive none. For you now take 


Fol. per annum from him, and thus prevent him from bene - 


t of inſurance, while Inſurance would be hog valuable to 
him. eee 
In the next place he ich contend, that the meaſure in 

- queſtion would draw down other hardſhips on commercial 
men; for the propoſed mode of taxation partakes of the na- 
ture of a poſitive tax upon capital. The capital may be ſup- 
ſed to grow and become income; byt the profits of trade 

* not. conſtitute a diſpoſable ſurplus; out of them the mer- 
chant muſt provide for his family; to tax thoſe profits; would 
not therefore be taxing income, but taxing capital! The 
welle went alſo U * an income _ 
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dorious induſtry an income purely coitingent, and Which 
befote the next year may ſink into nothing, with one of 4 

permanent nature and expoſed to no viciſſitudes; but to fax 
in equal rate two incotnes of ſuch very oppoſite condiſions, 

would ſurely be committing a great, a crying injuſtice. Nor 
he think, that to him or to thoſe h held the fame ,opi- 
nions with him on a former occaſion reſpecting the propriety 


of taxing ſalaries ariſing from places and public offices, there 


could now be imputed any degree of inegnſiſtency; thoſe 
ſalaries were not ſolely the reward of laborious induſtry, 
they were the ſource alſo of enjoyment, as well as of emo- 
lument. Vet it would be ſaid that they formed part of the 
income of ſuch perſons, and therefore would be taxed. But 
other conſiderations ſhould be here attended to, and on this 
point he would again avail himſelf of the opinion and autho- 


rity of an able writer, whom he had already quoted pretty 
frequently on the preſent ſubject, and according to that ce- 


lebrated author, thoſe who were in the ſituation of holding 
public offices, have general means of rewarding their labour 

and the remuneration ſeldom falls ſhort of the ſervices they 
perform; and therefore ſuch emoluments were not an im- 
proper object to be taxed as income. Theſe ſalaries were 
often, beſides, but a ſmall part of ſuch income. The power, 
the patronage, the credit and the conſideration that attended 


them, were valued much higher than the mere ſalary annexed 


to them, and they were conſequently ſought after with more 
eager avidity ghah ſuuations of a different deſcription that 


oſtenſibly were//eſtimated at comparatively. a much higher 


other ſorts of income DL 9 


. 


with' 


ner in which it muſt affect various claſſes of the community. 


Notwithſtanding, all that had been ſaid of public affairs, and 


reſpecting the ſituation of other countries, the operation of 
this bill might induce many to emigrate,” though it was 
ſtrongly aſſerted that no one would change this country for 
another merely to avoid paying z per cent. upon his income 


E for, though the mode of enquiry and of the diſclofure Uf 


private circymſtances avight/ be fomewhat changed, yet even 
in the altered bill there ſtill remained many circumſtances' 
_which-muſt throw many difficulties on particular branches of 


trade. The advantages were ſtill counterbalanced by the 


diſadvantages. Indeed where a gieat revenue was 0 be gol- 


lected, there muſt ariſe mapy inconyeniences; and they 
„ . By „ 452 mar | 


e muſt alſo object to the meaſure on account of the man- 
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re but too ſtrongly our general ahem: of oy uy = The 
xciſe laws, for example—the Stamp Duties, &c,, &c. in- 
8 yolved i in their executipg a variety. * difficulties aud i incon- 
veniences. In law ſuits, the particular circumſtances 8. 
fpedting, ſtamps often gave tiſe ig very unpleaſant, occur- 
rences; for/inſtance, in a late caſe, Where the deciſion, he 
would not tay was contrary. to law, but where aſſuredly it 
was contrary to equiy ; he alluded to the caſe Where a ſtam 
of 28. 6d. was made uſe of, inſtead of a fam, of 25. hi 


| the law impoſed for a, e Pls 25 
could be 7 og * 


parity 1 argument ſhould de drawn from them. bi is ue, 
the Poor's Rate muſt be paid either individually or parochi Wa. 
but it differs from the preſent tax in many inſtances, but par- 
ticularly: in this, that it is diſpenſed by the ſache hands that 
collect it, and the diſtribution of it is Watched qvet by thoſe 
out of Whoſe n it comes. This contributes to make it 


be paid cheerfully, By others the preſent taxis compared o 
tythes.5: but there is often room for commutation,.and;t 
fore. the.' compariſon , ſays nothing in favour of the meaſure 
before; the Houle: "Moreover, when a perſon buys a farm, 
he knows the amount both of the Poor Rate, and of; the 
tythes which he ſhall haye to pay; and therefore his cale- - 
differs from the pteſent, where there is no option, But ir is 
ſaid, the principle of the Aﬀeſſed Tax Bill left no option nei. 
| or—graned: ie did ſo-in ſome: * and ſo e 


1 E * 
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objected to it. But his objections roſe here from « number 
of grounds : -It was granted that it would operate on ine- 
qualities of income. But was it not the object of 4 good 
government to correct theſe inequalities? Surely/it Was as 
much the duty of government to corre them, as to make 
laws to protect the weak againſt the ſtrong. Te ſaw another 
objection to it in the diſcretion which the preſent meaſure 
gave to government.” Miniſters were left to fix the ſtandard, 
and he faw no teafon for their fixing on the ſtandard which 
they had adopted. But he was told he had no right to object 
to the plan now propoſed, unleſs he could offer one ſeſs ob- 
jectionable. Le the approvers of the bill might _ 
ſee it in a different light from him, but though his judgment 
was not able to cortect what was wrong in the meaſure, yet 
he was not inconſiſtent in oppoſing it, and as long as he felt 
ihe full force of his objections to it, ſo long muſt he continue 
that oppolition. e | "851 
Lord Hawkeſbury thought it more deſirable to make any 
remarks Gentlemen had to offer on the detail of the bill, as 
connected with its principle, after ama mel, Gros report, than 
upon the queſtion then before the Houſe. The queſtion was 
not ſo much whether the tax was an equal one, as whether it 
was as equal as poſſible, whether more ſo than any other that 
could be deviſed either by him or any other member who 
might-approve of or oppoſe it. He muſt think that the tax 
vas the moſt equal, and the falreſt iu its principle that could 
be adopted, under all circumſtances fully to anſwer the end 
for which it was Au- What had been ſaid by the hon. 
| Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that it was no argument to prove 
the inconſiſtency of any gentleman, that while he diſproved 
of any meaſure he yet had not a better to propoſe, he could 
perfectly agree in; bur if it was not an argument of this fort, 
it certainly afforded an argument for the meaſure. Nothing 
could more tefid to ſhew how. neceflary it was to adopt the 
preſent tax, than that after the exertion of much talent in the 
inveſtigation of its principle and detail, nothing ſo efficient, 
in fact nothing at all, had been offered in the way of ſubſti- 
tute. This muſt be fo much felt by the  Howfe, that he - 
ſhould" forbear urging the argument further. If indeed the 
arguments of the hon. Gentleman amounted to any. thing, | 


_ the objection compriſed in them was in its nature to all tax- - 


ation. Would the hon. Gentleman ſay that taxation Was 4 
grievance? He could alfo fay'it was a grievance, and withed 
 a#Cordially as any man that no neceſſity exiſted for comtinu- 


concerning the origin and effect 
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deſcription of,peophe. -But:in the/pieſent ſtate 
55 75 of Jacigtyy e wWere vain wiſhes; and us 
be leyied and impoſede his folicitude muſt be u = 
e juitly,all plans-9t:taxation, than;ſeek in the 
men of, {cience, for axgumenis ag inſt tax es in 
k 2 there was: not a member of that 
ity, he nore than himſelſ felt for the 
ely ia be affected by any tax, and no getuleman 
e Mas any thing ſo amiable, pretty; or gentle 
it Masa delightful duty to attend io ĩti p 
a ba While ihe people would not ex pect that 


taxation, was to ceaſe » While government could only be ſup- 


ported by means of taxation, they Had a right to bepeR:that 
the. hy. ſhould lay taxes.equally: ene „ amore 
by this no community could he hon Gentleman 


m pt, dee himſelf to object io ide preſent tac in 
particu 


but thought proper to 17 — a laburĩous enquiy 
every & ind ef dax, begin- 
ning with the Exciſe, Polbtax, &c. He had thought it his 
dy alſo to conſider the nature of taxes in general, and had 
no heſitation to ſay that there was no tax Without grrat ob- 
jections on all ſides. This gould not, however, afford any 
argument againſt taxation: it merely ſhewed that it was in 
the nature of all human inſtitutions, of human laws, and hu 
man actions, to be eyery. where i and that the legi - 
ſlature and een would. ſufficiently: diſcbarge iheir 
80 duties, if in franing laws, ihe one calmly aud diſpaſ-: 
ohately. conſiders the nature of man and his habits, mak ing 
laws, that embraced their. neceſſit ies and did not vero 


their wants—while the other in inſording thoſe laws pro- 


5 with tempered firmneſs, with benevolent; and ardent 
e The þill then under conſideration was not 
1 in any degree that could poſſibly be avoided, and. 
ta tax it 18 to ſe; had for its objet what Was a fa- 
— mea ſure he HouſerrWOaniſhs great part ofthe 
ſupplics, Within the. year. It was clear that the preſent Was 
the only tax adequate to pthis great purpoſe. It was the beſt 
that he eyer heard of, and in the preſent ſtate of the;countrys'- = 
in the ſtate £45 Kon and public debt, much better than 
a, Gr 1 becauſe no tax of this ſort cold: go ſon f 
r to afford that general ſtability t ;credit, 
our into our operations, Which tile arifis:. | 
1 bit The hon. Baronet talked af an optional-- 
Een l  pripcipls dun ane daß in dieb. 
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raster: Now what was. this dodtitie of optional taxes ?— 
whiatwerethendvantages'to the publit from the lays by Which 
they ure impoſed? Why truly that oft oné fide there is e 
any option at all. The articles of conſumption ate for? 
moſt part of the firſt neceffity; or luxurtes which men 
diſuſeʒ and thus no alternative Is in moſt caſes left. No 
could be mentioned to which this remark would not more” 
leſs apply; It was true of wine; und true of altmoſt 
other taxable article mentioned by the hon. Baronet. 80 
if from opt ionab taxes men might ſotnetimes derive forme 
venjence, it alſo ſubjected individgats to ſeverities. 10 | 
trader -would have his tax paid him in profit,” and - aber 
ſamer would pay the tax, indeed he could not help it, IM | 
ing the inſuranes or profit of the dealer. He oa tit ſcarce 
here, to take notice of the atgument which had 
been founded on a compariſon of contingent with certain iu 
come This was a ſubject Which he had conſidered long 
before the pteſent bill was ever heard of. The hon. Ba 
ronet, and the hon. Gentleman on'the other ſide of the Houſe,” 
complained of whar they conſidered the partiality and injuf- 
tice of the tax in this reſpect. Now he eue it would be 
found. chat the advantage is, under all poſſible changes of for- 
tune to a country, in favour of the man of increafing intome. 

- Such were the trader and the profeſſional man for inſtäe, 
ſuch in hort every claſs of the community almoſt, except == 
landed man, or the perſon whoſe income is permanetitly” 
fined, The man of the latter deſcription, who muſt always 

wiſh to make an a nee ſuited to his rank and character, 

wl be obliged to retrench, while yet his income is not at all 
ſubjeR to progreflive increaſe : whilſt the man of profeſſional 
reſources may be daily increaſing his income, and can there 
fore afford — to keep his uſual eſtabliſhment. It might 
not be (improper to remark, that here the argument of the 4 
hon. Gentleman had changed a little: for on a former even- 
ing one argument was the hardſhip to perſons having . 
incomes; that evening it was that + homey not having 
manent/ incomes will fuffer moſt bY the tax. An hon: 74 
theman had on that evening and once before quoted Mr. 
won Smith in ſeveral inſtances to illuſtrate his argument, 
| 2 ſhould not be expoſed by any tax. But What 
ous who were the rich? Property was the 

2 whe the luxuries and neceſſaries of life; und the 

rich were * ede den bar this it followed that at- 

ever tax it m that affected the . 

0. I. . | * 
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e rich. Hence. would . to what. he for 
id; but what could ngt be tag ave 1 ly. repeated, that, 
925 of that Houſe; was, not o reject a | wweaſures_ of taxati "IP 
t to render them. as little capricious and une we, f 
would be the effect of the preſent wut l c vl 
a tax en on all with Jeſs 1 in all the claſſes K. F 
ſacjety,. than would be occaſioned by any other. practic 
tax. . He had heard much af Jacobins and their ſyſtem, ol 
is elling all claſſes to. Pp. vulgar ſtandard. - The preſent, tax 
„indeed, been objected to on the preſumed ground that 
10 etfect would be to, level diſtinctions, but he was far from 
| entertaining this opinion; on the dankee, he believed the 
tar would extenſiyely afford the means of preſerving chat or- 
det and juſt diſtinRipn of elaſſes which Glan Nature every 
Where wiſely eſtabliſhed and maintained. An hon. Gentle- 
man had. a, that to afford any relief to perſons likely to be 
by the tax than, others, was to fqrget the prin- 
ple of the bill. In his opinion this remark was both weak 
and futile, It was the duty of the Houſe to confider.the ſitu-. 
ation afevery claſs of people, and to endeavour to make every 
new. tax bear upon them with as little weight as po ſible, 9 2 N 
Was his wiſh and that of thoſe whom he had the 3 of , 
ſupporting, that the tax might fall equally, and, as was. ſaid. 
on à former evening, not cruelly nor unjuſtiy on. one.claſs, 
whilſt, others enjoyed undiſturbed the, poſſeſſion of their e 
fartunts.. Once for all, he would impreſs it. on, fs guſe, 
that the with neareſt his heart was to preſerve. the orders of. 
| ſociety, adminiſtering to each an equal meaſure, of. .juſtice,, 
watching over the - ad Bag the lives, and, the liberties of 
lle and by making a general allowance to poor and 8 
reging the preſent. meaſure from every. ſeverity of character, 
and. giving it as a precedent to all NN time, that it is emi- 
nently the defire of the members of the Britiſh, Senate . ; 
to every. 1 ſcheme. of finance the emphatical character of a fait, 
an impartial, and equal, meaſure; that it, ſeeks to impoſe a 
fair, an impartial, and equal tax, Upon theſe, general and 
the motion! would receive his hearty ſupport, n 
Sir Francis Baring ſaid, he mult {till object to it as anew tax. 
upon induſtry, and as tending to the diſcloſure of private pro- 
perty, on which reſted his principal objection. Commiſſioners q 
and Aﬀſi 8 1 were indeed to be appointed to enquire into the, 
caſes her. payment ſhould be 5 Fra ; bptiit. would, PAIR 4 
in their power to diſcriminate dan between many ſim 8 
exe that may oc: many Peri long 9s be ſeemingly in 2 
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Me citcimſtaries, yer a diſcloſure of circumſtances Wightbe = 
fatal to ſome, "though not objefted to. by others af\ther 
They were left, however, no alternative but to diſcloſe. 4 
noble Lord aſked, why oppole the meaſure unlels 2 better 
one is propoſed ? He would propoſe what was in his mind a 
better plan —he meant that of the Aﬀeſſed Taxes, which 
ſhould not have been relinquiſhed, merely becauſe it had j | 
ſome caſes been evaded; but theſe defects might eaſily. 4 2 
corrected, inſtead of doing away the meaſure. altogether. — 

Horſes and carriages, &c. were, obje&s eaſily. ſeen, and there- 

fore a tax upon them could not be evaded; but no man w 

ſafe from a_ diſcloſure of his private Circumſtances ; Gr 

whatever might be the precautions, the ſecret would be ſure 

to get abroad. Better means of ſecrecy: ſhould be diſcovered, 

or the meaſure ſhould not be ene . -4e n 
Sir James Pulteney recommended that the diſcloſure of mer- 
cantile property ſhould be made in the ſame manner. as that 
of landed property; that would ,obviate. the moſt material 
Objection to the plan. Some alterations. might alſo be made 
in the ſcale. | It began too low, and did not go high enough. 
Moreover, as the revenue promiſes to continue in a flouriſh- 
ing ſtate, ſme relief for the poor claſſes might, he thought, 

be taken ſrom the Sinking Fund, and by entailing ſomathing 

on poſterity, theſe hardſhips might for the Preſent be ſome- 
what alleviated. He was no enemy to taxes © compulſion ; 
he preferred thoſe on conſumpive articles, which, whatever 
might be ſaid, were in a great meaſure optional. To take 
money directly vut of the pockets of the people, was granting 
by a bounce a great and dangerous power to miniſters. Ox 
tional takes raiſed a better barrier againſt the aſſumption 
ſuch a power, No doubt the mode now propoled might be 
the cheapeſt and moſt convenient, yet other plans might be 
followed with'more'[afety, and he Would therefore give them 
fo arr rc 
Mr. Burden wiſhed the progreſs of the bill might not be 
refarded, and he truſted that its execution would not create 
any of the difficulties that hal been ſtated, eſpecially as. It 
might till receive freſh amendments. An hon. Baronet 
ſeems to prefer optional taxes, and pronounced the aſſelled 
taxes to be optional ones; yet, upon mature refleion, he 
was ſure that the worthy Baronet muſt ſee that they were 
not more optional than the tax now propoſed. It was by at- 
tention to the public. revenue that national liberty and inde- 


1 


— 


LF 3B 2 


"= WOOFAL1IS PARETAMENTARY REPORTS. [Cooney * 
2 © faben t6 4h 49 1 being attueked dy fraud! Thoſe Who 


d Rota roma ie Wn $8"; nin, be as ſtrongly diſ- 
Fleck! 9 ne ey ſaw the ery cer- 
| 0 $ID, eee Te was "Kio wiſh that every one 

an 


"the fame Sig os ſhopld pay alike towards the 
159 6f bur fiationaHHibertics. He could affure the Houſe 
that uch at feaſt was the wih and opinion of his conſtituents. 
Be Ro dog 1 5 forte Is, 5 firſt againſt the exciſe 
Wi but Is them,; en as they were in- 


an ts pi This ee beſides; we ſaw every day im- 
ble breweries as immenfę diſtillerjes eſtabliſhed, and the 


ers df th 80 great conſideration and wealth. 
When Ae bf em chme into that Houſe, whatever their 
public fpirit' might be, they made no ob eons to the oppreſ- 
bi ve-nature of t e exciſe laws: Indeed it now fell to dr lot 
; catty on taxation to à very great and a very unpleaſant ex- 
ent i” yet,” he truſted im the event, it would prove favourable 
7 bur national liberty, and it was this option that the mode 
V propoſed, would of all other be leaſt objed ĩonable to the 
990 at large; in giving it his ſupport, he had done no 
| 440 an his duty to his conſtituents, for it was their wiſh 
that the tax ſhould extend equally to all who were intereſted 
wi the country. 
enry Thornton (aid, that all were agteed that bar 
tou how be carried on with yigour, bur how could it be 
töſecuted with vigour or ſucceſs, unleſs ſome efficient mea- 
ures were ado ted Hke this now” propoſed ?' e agreed that 
every member had however a right to oppoſe it „eg they 
Tight not be able to deviſe. a better plan. He deggell them 
however to conſider, that what the *exegencies of the ſtate 
ow called for, was not one million or two millions, but a 
th no Teſs than ten millions“ A lefs ſum would be of no 
alf; therefore thoſe he ügtee to carrying on the war; muſt 
1155 agree to the means neceſſaty for carrying iu on irh ef- 
"29. and if they diſapprove of the old mode of raiſing theſe 
means, why not aecede to the other now propoſed ? The or- 
_dinary mode'of taxation could never raiſe the ſum now 
"wanted, ” would beſides bear harder on captial' than that 
Poe” is © bjedied to. Perhaps a thx both on income and pro- 
rty might” be deemed à preferable pne ; but then it would 
Hable to a double objection, to diſeloſure of cireumſtancts, 
6 Ah the ordinary objection to taxes oH capital. It waswpion 
- the whole therefore better to perſevere inthe plan now offereg 
is Houſe, both as more TR in its nature, and key | 
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likely to raiſe the ſum required. | and e & 
— ſecmed . diſpoſed to adopt it, and as 6 paged of 


xd no 
plan of his on, it ſhould meet with no; oppoſition 
him. Its importance to the country would be great 


our navy was to do all -e mult. alſa be ſtrong and pte: 5 i 
pared againſt the enemy at home. But whatever might de 
ide intention of the enemy to invade us, it was by n mene 


. oo fayourite a ſcheme with them as to make war a . ſ | 


Britiſh finances, through the medium of Britiſh trade 
wounding our trade they well knew that they vitally. wounded 
our finances our finances ſhould therefore be the firſt object | 
of our care, But we ſhould recollect th@ghe. national debt 11 
had ſwollen to an immenſe ſize, and ſures ſhould bs 5 
taken to prevent its. encteaſing. The paying now and im- 
mediately a large ſum, would be attended with this good 
effect; it would ſhe w, at leaſt, that we were able to ſupport 
our finances and our publie credit. To this ſufficiency in the 
circumſtances of the nation the ſlate might reſort in any great 6 
emergency or difficulty. This would likewiſe. prove a great 
ſecurity. to our public funds, and in every point of view the | 
meaſure appeared to be pregnant with ſuch immediate ad- 
vantages, that it could not but have his countenance and ſup- 
rt. Ode ON „ egy 
T. Ms. Avis wien in dhe bil Wi 
and be 2 to vote oy it; hoy if in the further pro- 
s he ſaw any greater difficulty ariſe, or a better 109 
bo than what was now before them, he nN 
to reſerve to himſelf the liberty of voting againſt the bill al- 


t ether. 54 1g od g b 75 P36 345 
he veſtion was now put and agreed to without a divj- . 
ſion: after the firſt amendment was read, „ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer (aid, that from the lateneſs 
of the hour, and from the nicety of ſevegal points which ſtill 
remained to be diſcuſſed, it was, his opinion, that the fur- 
ther conſideration of the report ſhould be poſtponed till the 
* next day, when Gentlemen's minds would be freſher and bet- 
ter able to enter on the diſcuſſion. . 
Mr. V Smith obſerved, that though it was a much later 
hour when the Houſe were going into the committee on this 
- bill yet the right hon. Gentleman would not admit the ar- 
gument Which he now employed himſelf. If there was 
great inconvenience to be feared from it, he rather felt with 
the bon, Gentleman that the buſineſs ſhould be now con- 


* ” 
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oi 1 Arbe 3 replied, chit #t-was vet w 
uit his on convenience-br that of any particular” Gentle- 
man, that he was anxious to poſtpone the further conſidera- 
lrion of the report, but merely for the benefit of the matter 
ite}... He then concluded by moving, that the report be 
taken into further conſideration the next day, which motion 8 
as agreed to. 92 
Mr. & Dundur moved the further eotifitieration of 
the report on the: bill for exempting, under certain condi- 
8288 in volunteer corps from being ballotted 


mmh u ry miliiia. The motion being agreed 
20,, Mr. Dundas, propoſed the new amendments which He 


mentioned the preeceding day, which were adopted. 
Tbe bill was then ordered to be engroſſed, and te de read 

d time-the next day, if then engroſſed. 

other orders of the day were then poſtponed, and the 

| Hoak cage at a wen paſt ten velvet: * 

. 8 a 
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le bills upon the table ere forwarded. i in their reſpedive 


es. 
Me. Hebart . oneſented from the Houſe of Gabe 
Armorial Soaring. Tax Bill, the Annual Indemnity: Bill, 
nd two Private Bills, all which were ur read a firſt 

99 
"The order of. the day. for, the ſecond reading of Mr. 
þ Rickett' s Divorce Bill being read, counſel were called to the 
Dar, who examined witneſſes to ſubſtantiate the neceſſary 
facis and make out their icaſe;; Mr. Garrow premiſed to 
their Lordſhips that their caſe reſted upon circumſtantial evi 
dence, ſolely, but ſo, ſtrong, and: concluſive that it had already 
fatisfied a jury of the country, and he had no doubt it would 
fatisfy their Lordſhips. Witneſſes were then called to prove 
the facts neceſſary = the ſatisfaction of their Lordſhips, as 
the marriage of the parties, the adultery, the decifion of the 
Eccleſiaſtical and other Courts below. By the ſtatements of 
counſel, and the examination ofthe witnefles, it appeared that 
the petitioner, Edward Jervis Ricketts, Eſq. was married to 
the han, Caſſandra TwWiſleton, youngeſt daug hter of the late 
Lord, Saye and Sele, in the month of 1 1790; that 
they cohabited together as man and wife, until about the 
mille of the = of October, 1797 3 and that there ae | 
— | three 


by 


„ by $-+' / 
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thres children the iſſue of be marriatze eig vin he ſen 
and 440: daughters, win 6.40.01 160) DEW ASE WING. Wor 

Tha facts reſpecting. the aduſtery of: Nrsi"Rickeves with#" 
Cha, Wm. Taytor, — 5 were 0 have taketr pub 
in the month of May, 1797, and at ſubſequenb periods 
principally by the Kh of one Crook! a taylor Whꝛ 
reſided oppolite to the houfe of Mr. Taylor in Margaret | 


ſtreet, Cavendiſh. ſquare, and by the waiting" woman of — 


Ricketts, who depoſed; that her miſtreſo had ache 
to her the adulterous intercourſe: which ſubſiſted vetweenthes? 
and Mr. Taylor. Several letters which paſſed between Mrs:* 
Ricietts and; Mr. Taylor, in which the'naturs' of theirieont® 
nection was repeatedly alluded to; were alſo read in evidencel* 
It appeared further, that Mr. Ricketts brought an don 
againſt Mr. Taylor in the Court of Kiug's Bench, in MET 
chaelmas term, 1797, and obtained therein a verdict in R 
favour, and an award of damages in the ſum of bẽ ll 
A final ſentence of divorce a menſa et thoro was al ſo b. 
tained by Mr. Ricketts in the Conſiſtory Curt of London. 
After the evidence had been gone through, the —— 
was put for the appearance of the petitionerat the bar; | 


ably to the late regulations of the 1 When their 
hy re ſol ved in the negative. 


The bill was then read a ſecond Wr and cede os 
— on Monday renne 
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The bill gon Lefpemdiag ie Hebear pe 4%, aud then 


bill forbexempting certain perſons ſerving! in the Vetutteer 
corps: from being b mae the 'eoilitha; were read a 


mann (1; {50:47 al 18" 
” . 20 8% -- 
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"The „e — the Exchequer moved the order of th 
day for the Houſe to take who further conſideration? the fe- 
port on the Income Bill. OSA VOTE ane 4551 $5.48 tts 

Mr. Dent ſaid, he could not help obſerving that the Neu 
was, mach too thin no proceed on: ſuch important aug 4 
this. If the attendance of members could not be « ; 
otherwiſe than hy a call, he thought the call ought to fake 
7 5 It was a very improper thing for ſuch a meaſure am 
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this to be neglected by the members-of-that;Houſe: Here 
| was u bill for raiſing ten millions of money on the le of 
mis country, and raten fifty members of the Houſe of 
Commons preſent at the diſcuſſion of it. This, he took 
leave to fay, was Giigaatetal” on the part of Ore N 
vho did not attend. NM de 
The Ohatcaller,of the Zxcheguer laid. there was _ 188 | 
but that this bill- was yery important, and he allowed it was 
for raiſing, ten millions of money; but he did not [i why 
the members ſhould be partieulatly, rebuked for heir abſence 
on this particular ſtage of the proceeding, when it was. well 
known that a pretty full attendance had been giyen to it in 
the diſcuſſion of the principle, and in the courſe of the detail. 
As to the idea of a call, it would certainly force members to 
walk into the Houle, aut it could not prevent them from 
walking out again. i een 3 Ah unn . 
ſaid, be thought a call would baue ſome e 
int of attendance. rt: 1 * En 8 
ne orſler of the day being read, the Houſe on 
* amendments made in the committee on * of 
1 were agreed to, and others rejected, ee. 
The Chancellar of the Excheguer then obſerved, that he had 
a number of clauſes to propoſe, which he wiſhed to have diſ- 
cuſſed in a committee ; and therefore he propoſed to have the 
bill recommitted in reſpect to — yg only, and for the 
purpoſe of receiving Fa e eee 009 do the bill. He 
"moved to that effect. 1 
Mr. V Smith aſked, whocher wis differed in ſubſtance from 
2 recommitment of this bill? 
* The Speaker ſaid, it would have chin ane: the /- ial 
© mittee; would be confined to clauſes which ſhould hereafter 
be offered, and to amendments. in the body of the bill; 
whereas a recommitment ef the bill generally, would annul 
all the proceedings of the Houſe in agreei . rejeQing 
amy of the amendments of the former com This was 
* endes, it an been ber ad adopted, in ho 
r HG toi (6 Ty ene In tres 
The motion dar pot, the Houle * nelt into o 
committee of the whole W ww conſider of. clauſes to be 
1 95 2 yo WT 
Several new clauſes were propoſgt and agreed to, "alters 
benden of converſation. tr. £ 
The Houſe being reſumed, be. < report was order tobe 
_egeived the a 2 ee ASH a ee 
"ent het tint to: 5:16 "HOUSE 
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The report of the committee oo Herring Fiffi 
9 ip, and ordered to" be taken into nficderatior Foo 


— een eee Hed aid aft ud 


Me ll te eſtabliſhing 1 Cobrt gf "JiEatube 


it New- 
 Foundlayd and the Iflands adfatent,” Went through" 66m - 
| tnitte&'of the whole" Houſe; ud the report was örderec' ts de 
received on Monday. ee cat, e eee 
| Niang. ae iftratib. off 
12190 4 SOT; 73% inn BILL... "ib; 9111 63 a . * 


0 M bn Smith brought up the eee le committeeof 
the preceding day for amendments in the body, and forwe- | 
ceiving new clauſes to the Income Bill. The amendments 

were all read and agreed to, and a number of net clauſes 
were propoſed by - the Spacer of the Exchequer, and 
adopted by the Houſſſe. een £20 mbneiue on 
Mr. Tierneyfaid; he n belive by mer of 'Nobletnen 
und Gentletrien of extenſive poſſeſons to aſk RAV f the 
Hofe to bring up a clauſe for allowing them to deduct from 
their ineome before it de made chargeable by this billy the al- 
lowanee they made to their agents — managing their eſtates. 
He did not mean ſte wards/ but perſons'who were neoeſſarily 
employed in the management of their /eſtates."'! Fhoeſe ware 
not to be confidered as perſons employed out of parude, oſten- 
tation, or indolence of the owners of the land but were per- 
Tons abſolutely heceffary for tlie management vf vſtates Where 
| " thE"poſſeſons/ were"extenfive/! Suppoling;) forcinſtancepr a 
man ef fortune who had 6H&eftate” ut Berwiek and another 
ax Exeter, it weuld be Mble- for ſuch a perſont tunt- 
tebick to the management of both at once; he was; qthetefore, 
Under the neceſſity of employing an agent, Baukers were 
allowed to deduct the ſalaries of clerks nder cd head C e- 
ences of management, and it ſeemed but reaſotable that the 
-., _ ® neceſſary: expenees . maßage meut of land Thoutd tuive the 
_ "Tameallowatſeet 4! f 24073 den 


ww he Chancellor of the Exchequer was decidedly-of r 
he cafes of the baltiker and the great land owner ad the 


pence of the management of their affairs was not fn 
kn ws Pe that, generally ſpeaking, if àa man did not efiliſe to 
magage his eſtate. himſelf,” he was riot, upon publie prin- 
7 7 GG an object of 8 ſd as to * from any 
8 Vor. J. Sage 30 part 
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part of the public burthens on that account, He added alſo, 
that the more extenſive a man's' eftares were, the els reaſon 
he had to complain of this or any other impoſt. . | 
| There being no more Clauſes 6ffered, the queſtion was Pes 
that the bill be engroſſed ? 

Mr. Jones ſaid that this bill comprehended every defcrip- . 
tion of perſons in this country, and as it was a matter of = 
imrieacy, and of ſo moch importance, he hoped time wou 
be allowed between this and the third reading. It ought to 
have a full, free, and fair conſideration after all theſe clauſes 
were brought in, which, by Monday next, he Was WT Was, 
quite impoſſible. 

The Speaker reminded the hon: Member there was no mo- 
tion for the third reading before the Houſe. The motion 
was, That the bill, with the amendments, be engrolled. 

That queſtion being put and carried, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequen moved, that this bill be why 
4 third time on Monday next, if then engroſſed. 

Mr. Jones obſerved, that if the right hon. Gentleman aid 
it muſt be ſo, there was an end of it; but he really felt it to 
be quite impoſſible to underſtand the clauſes produced that 
day, by the time now propoſed for the rhird confi What 
would the-inconvenience of a few days be, compared to the- 
advantage of a full deliberation upon this ſubject. Let the 
one bo balanced againſt the other, and it would ſoon ap- 
pear what courſe ought to be taken. He would aſk, whether 
a bill,. comprehending. every deſcription of perſons? in this 
country, ſhould be read à third time in a day or tWwoQ after ſo. 
many material alterations had been made in it; or, whether | 
it would not be better that every Member in the Houſe ſhould. 

| have an opportunity of tinderſtandin og it ? And, whether it 
was poſlible for Members to underſtand a bill in which there 
were forty or fifty clauſes which none of them had ever read? 

For that was the caſe in the preſent inſtance. He, therefore, 

intreated the Chancellor of the Exchequer 1 to allow the. third 

reading to be deferred until Wedneſday. | 
; "The Chanceller of the Exchequer ſaid, that this bill had un⸗ | 
dergons more ample deliberation and frequent diſcuſſion than” . 
y."other meaſure he ever knew pfeſemted to that Houſe. 
He faw:no:reaſon for any further delay; eſpecially as he had 
no hope that there monk be a fuller attendance on, ,Wedael- 
day Ran on Monday next. _ bh 
MIX. Teerney faid, that the new clauſes added to the * 
were L008 at preſent OT * the & Houle | it was * N 
| 4 e. 
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ble they could, and he thought that ſome allowance ought 
to be made on that account. The right! hon; Gentleman 
ſeemed to conceive that the clauſes produced that day did not 
materially alter the proviſions of the bill. On the contrary, 
they did appear to him to be clauſes materially altering the 
roviſions of the bill. He agreed with the Chancellor of the 
86 there was no better hope for a full attendance on 
Wedneſday than on Monday. He was ſorry to ſay that 
- members of that Houſe neglected their duty in not attending 
it was a negligence that was diſgraceful io them, and he beg- 
ged to be underſtood, as making no diſtinction in Nhat he was 
now ſaying, but that he was applying it to both ſides of the 
Houſe. He had it now in his power io put an end to the 
further progreſs of this bili for. the preſent, ſor there were 
not pre members ſufficient: to conſtitute a Houſe; if he 
deſired that they be counted, an adjournment would be the 
etfect of it: but this he would, not do. becauſe it would ap- 
pear to be an invidious thing. This, however, is in the 
power of any member of the Houſe to do at any time when 
there were not forty members preſent, That had frequently 
been the caſe in [the courſe of the diſcuſſion. of ihe preſent: 
bill; and, to ſpeak plainly at once, he thought it a fcanda- 
lous thing that a bill of this importance thould have been diſ- 
 _ cuſſed when it was ſo often in the power af any one member, 
who probably might not have attended tg 1 had 
been paſling, to put a ſtop to the progreſs, of the bill; and 
yet ſuch might have been the caſe frequently, and ſuch it 
might be at this moment. He did not think this the right 
courſe of proceeding upon grave and important meaſures in 
that Houſe. He did not indeed. If he did not find himſelfß 
able to underſtand the bill as it now ſtood, after attending in 
every ſtage in the molt minute detail, What muſt be the caſe 
of all thoſe members who had been out of town: for the laſt 
week at leaſt? How could thoſe members who were waver- 
ing in ſentiments, whether they ought to vote for this mea«- 
| ſure, or againſt it altogether, make up their minds by Mon- 
day, ſo as to be enabled to give any conſcientious vote What - 
ever upon the ſuhject? He knew. there were many wavering 
upon the queſtion altogether, whether. they ſhauld adopt it as 
a matter of neceſſity to ſupport: the ſtate, or whether "I 
ſhould reject it as hoſtile to the conſtitution. . If theſe mem 
bers, after they had attended the diſcuſſions of former parts bf 6 5 
the bill were Wavering in their opinion, what muſt they be 
now, after the introduction of ſo many clauſes, upon which 
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there had been no. diſcuſſion ar ; and Which might be 
ſaid to have opened the F eſtion again.: for much might yet 


be ſaid or; the ſubje& ? e thought therefore, really, for the 
decency of the proceedings of the Houſe allet fo 1 a9 ma- 
terial alterations had taken plac ſince the laſt diſcuſſion, that 
time ſhould be allowed 20 1 0 for another. The differ- - 
ence between Monday an Weg neſday would not be very 
material as to the 5 of he bill, though it” mig ht be 
much ſq to the preparations of ſome of the Wenne 1 the 
Houſe, who might be deſirous of delivering their ſenliments 
upon it. He ſhould therefore hope that the right hon. Gen- 
tleman would not object to the thir TERGPE being deferred 
to Wedneſday. . 
The Chancellor of | the 238 fo no. reaſon whatever 
| for poſtponing to Wedneſday that which might more con- 
veniently be brought forward on Monday, unleſs a fuller at- 
tendance, was. likely to take place on Wedneſday than on 
Monday, of which he entertained no hope, and therefore he 
muſt perſiſt in his motion. | 
Mr. Shaw Lefevre thought the bill could not be converteiitly 
delayed any farther in that Houſe. 
* _ Qrdered that this bill be read a third time on van. next, 
if Wa e Adjourned. e een 
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The bills on the table were reſpeQively PRO in their 
ſeveral ſtages, The Neutral, Trade Bill paſſed the com- 
mittee z the Armorial Bearing Bill and the Annual Indem- 
nity Bill, were read a fecond time; 3 and a private bill was 
read a third time. 

The Houſe then reſolved intelf into Fl Tominliths on Mr. | 
- Rickett's Divorce Bill, and after having gone through the 

ſeveral.clauſes, the Houſe was reſumed, and ee ad- 
Journed. 5 till the next day. 


285 


"HOUSE OP COMMONS. . 
i ' MONDAY, DEC. 31. 7 SERIE CRETE, of ? 
8 ſoon as the Speaker took the Chair, 
© Sir F. Burdett called the attention of the Mine ro e 
Ly if 2 matter relating to the caſe of Colonel Deſpard, and the 
information ee do dhe Houſe upon the ' impriſonment of 
„ 3 . that 
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that Gentleman, and others in the Hotſe of: Correction, ia 
Cold Bath Fields, under the authority of the Ack for ſuf- 
pending the Habeas Corpus Act, when the late debates took 
place upon that ſubject; and alſo that the hon. Baronet in- 
tended to bring forward, after the holidays, a motion upon 
„%%% WW 0 ũ— ee 

Mr. Nichalas. V, anfittart moved that the report of the com- 
mittee. on the Herring Fiſhery be read, Which being done, 
he expatiated upon the ſubje& of it for ſome time, and con- 
cluded with moving that the: report” be referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, on Tueſday, the 12th of Fe- 
bruary next. Order. 5 
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Mr. Tierney ſaid, that on-the/adjourned queſtion relative to 
a report that,appeared on Wedneſday lalt in 7% Times, of a 
converſation which took place in the Houſe on the Saturday 
preceding, it was his deſire that the order be diſcharged. This | 
he did becauſe he was well aſſured that the Editor of that 
Paper did not wiſh to give an inaccurate account of What had 
paſſed in the Houſe, and he had good reaſon to believe that 
the account was ſent to the Editor by ſome perſon whoſe ob- 2 
ject was to miſrepreſent what had happened, but which per- 
ſon, he feared, he ſhould never be able to bring forward, ane 
to render reſponſible for what he had done. Tndeed he muſt " 

repeat what he had faidalready, that the Proprietors and Edi» 4 
tors of Papers having no intereſt whatever in miſrepreſentin 
what they heard in that Houſe, but, on the contrary, a direck | 
and conſiderable intereſt in the accuracy of the accounts they 
gave, he could not concezye how they could deſignedly mig. 
repreſent-any thing. The Houſe, however, knew very well 
that ſome inaccuracies mult be inſeparable from ſuch an haſt 
publication as a newſpaper was, but he was really bound to 
believe they were not intentionally made vehicles of miſre- 
preſentation, _ He ſaid this of the reports of the newſpapers 
in general; but, when an account was brought to a'\newſ- 

paper ſeveral days after the occurrence took place, and was 
inſerted as an advertiſement, the cale was different, and 
- there the intention of the miſrepreſentation was manifeſt, 
and the evil was greater too than if it appeared the day fol- 
lowing the date; for in the one caſe the error was likely io 
be detected by comparing one paper with another; but, 

when it was publiſhed ſeveral days afterwards, that advantage 


was lot. There was no reaſon, however, in his caſt to im- 
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pute to the Editor of The. Times any deſign to er : 
what had taken place in the Houſe 3-and, as it was lear that 
fomebody bro 1 the account, and paid for it as an adver- 
tiſement, and alſo, as he could not bring forward the author, 
Elen be 4 715 Wh: call upon the qo cenſure the 
Rr 7 
He then moved, 40 That 1 10 * the 470 to „ 
the debate upon the paper of Ihe Times of Wedneſday laſt, 
be read. Which Ning ee = pore 85 Taten order 
D diſcharged. 9 ROE 6 
I be queſtion being . % (S128 
The eee al Mar * and e to > blip; that 
the hon. Gentleman who brought this matter forward might 
act as he thought proper, either. to call for, or to deſirè to 
withdraw, the attention of the Houſe from the matter now 
before it, and ſo far as it regarded the-perſonal feeling of the 
hon. Gentleman, no perſon had a right to judge upon the 
matter but himſelf ; but hen this ſubject came before the 
Houſe, he would ſay, without any diſreſpect whatever to the” 
hon. Gentleman, his feeling upon the matter was by far the 
leaſt conſiderable part of it. This diſtinction was not much 
entered into when the ſubject was firſt introduced to the no- 
| tice of the Houſe ; but now that it came before the Houſe, 
he ſhould conſider the queſtion of a breach of privilege of 
that Houſe upon its, broad principle as it affected the ſtate, 
and not as a narrow queſtion of perſonal feeling. The na- 
ture of the queſtion Was the ſame whatever Accident had 
brought it before the Houſe, or Whatever conni vance might 
de imputed towards the Houſe with regard to the publiſhing 
reporis of its proceedings; and therefore he ſhautd: proceed 
on the queſtion. itſelf, without regard to the mode in which it 
had been brought forward to the notice of the Houſe,” 
To proceed on an offence againſt the hon. Gentleman Y- 
had complained of it, and to treat it as an act of guilt, as a 
libel upon that hon. Gentleman, without taking notice of it 
as 2 breach of the privilege of that Houſe, could not be re- 
ularly done. To treat it with ſeverity at once in the per- 
fon of the offender, was what he would not recommend, not 
only becauſe there were other accounts of debates in which the 
name of / the ſame hon. Gentleman occurred in which aſper- 
ſions of the moſt malignant and venomous kind were 
forth, and which had hitherto paſſed in ſilencè, but alſo be- 
cauſe he thought ĩt would be hardly fair no chat they had a 
| La in * before them and in ir rode pro- 
ng | | ceeding 
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ceeding.to extremity with him in the firſt inftance, and, as it 
were, an a ſudden/ and without notice. There were man 
inſtances of crimes in which the offenders were not puniſhed 
to the utmoſt rigour in the firſt inſtance; in the caſe of a 
_ highway robbery the law was to be pronounced at once, but 
not ſo in offences of inferior degree, and in ſome caſes where 
the complexion of the thing was uncertain, where the in» 
tent ion of the party was doubtful; then he could not think of 
calling for the vengeance of the law. So, in this caſe, al- 
though the thing itſelf was clear enough it was decidedly il- 


the-opinion af the legiſlature u e er, conniving 
at the matter was altered, and that ſuch connivance to a cer- 
tain degree warranted the practice, and therefore thoſe Who 
ated; however erroneouſly, on that opinion, had a claim, if f | 
not upon the juſtice, yet on the N of the Houſe. „ 
But it would be dangerous to indulge any diſpoſition to lenit7 
in the ſecond inſtance; for that led to à repetition of the ar- 
gument by which the practice was attempted to be ſupport- 
ed;; for, if the connivance of yeſterday be a reaſon for to- 
day, to-morrow the reaſon will be ftronger than it is now, 
and indulgence will give birth to the aſſumption of right; 
and thus the Houſe, if they did determine upon the firſt caſe 
that came before it, would ſoon be debarrred from vindi- 
cating, without the imputation of harſhneſs, its own privi- 
lege. He thought that the conduct of the Houſe would have 
been rigid, if it was to proceed to extremity on this ſudden 
occaſion; but he thought that an end ought to be put to that 
relaxation of duty by which the reporters of newſpapets had 
been permitted to publiſh theit proceedings; for it was a 
growing evil; and after having had fair warning, they would "> 
not have avy reaſon to complain, for they'ought to be taught. 
that there is io be an end of the practice of detailing the pro- 
ceedings of the Houſe; and although they could not paſs over” 
altogether. the caſe of the perſon now before them, but they 
muſt cenſure his conduct in this firſt inſtance of their notice, © 
Vet, if any one ſhould hereafter offend, he ſhould be treated 
p — oy PH ne Re. 
Perhaps he felt more ſtrongly than others the effect of this 
5 F of reporting the proceedings of the Houſe, and ther- 
fore was more ready than others to call for a remedy for the 
evil. of relaxation of the duty of the Houſe, it e 5 
from that relaxation that fuch a practice could poflibly ariſe; - 
He knew a great number of perſons who held alt theſe ting 
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legal, yet as ſome perſons might have been led to think that | 
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and,, in ſeſs than twelve months afterwards, there tumbled a 


muſt de that of changing the preſent form of government, 


for it was u daily appeal to the public ; it was calling every 
"Gay on the public to judge of the proceedings of- Pafliament 
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extremely cheap, and made very light of them; andthere- - 
fore would be ready to look with compaſſionate feeling to- 
wards any perfon Who became the objec of the reſentment 
of the Houſe for publiſhing any of its proceedings—who 
would ſmile at all theſe irregularities as trifies below the | 
grave attention of a Houſe of Parliament. He had no great 'S 
feſpect for that ſort of wiſdom in itſelf. He knew how 190 
things apparently trivial in their nature, 2 4 
_ - effects. He felt that it was to things in their appearance tri- 
vial at firſt ſight, was owing the downfal of France. Things 
of a trivial nature were paſſed by as unworthy of notice, 


whole kingdom into a heap-of ruins, and with its fall there 
peared» calamities which no mortal, not bereft off the feel- 
ings of humanity, ever yet beheld without horror. He there- 
fore wiſhed not to poſſeſs that ſpecies -of+philoſophy which 
- teaches to deſpiſe trifling things, however connected they may 
de with great ones: on the contrary, We faw great things 
arifing out: of thoſe; that were apparently little. Indeed, the 
whdte fyſtem of human nature ſhewed how attentive we 
Mt to be to thoſe things that are commonly called trifles, 
finde the exiſtence of human life frequently depended upon 
them. If therefore this docttine was applicable to the ſafety 
or the human frame, how could it be otherwiſe with regard 
to human iuſtitutions? e . 
le thought the practice that had prevailed now for a con- 
derable number of years was calculated to produce very ſe- 
rious conſequences for the 2 tendency of publiſhing 
the proceedings of that Houſe was tò change the government 
from that of a repreſentative, as it ſtood now, to an entirgly 
democratic government. But to take a conſideration of 4wo 
things, a democratic government entirely, and that of a re- 
- preſentative one, ſuch as ours was at preſent, let us take a 
view of what was urged by ſome as the deſirable perfection 
of ourſyſtem, and what never in fact exiſted in the world 
ttat all the people were actually repreſented, as well as vir- 
tually, and then let us ſee what the effect would be of pub- 
liſhing the proceedings of Parliament daily to all the people. 
What would be the natural effe-of ſuch publication? It 


and of making it a democratical 


government. at would 
in time be the inevitable conſequence of ſuch publication, 
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| '2-þy theſe Gaily phblications the people were r ts look 

| the pro- 
. ceedings'of Pafliatnent, and . in judgment on wn" 
"Thi#thight be a very good and à very wiſe change when ef- 
feftedpbur that he was not now arguing: 
ing at this change would be the conſequence of the practice 


to which he had allbded. Fhe change öf the preſent govern- 


a 


ment ofthe" country into #-democratical*government, might 
be very good in the opinion of ſome, but certainly none 
would di ſpute it Mas a very great and material change - that 
it would be 4 material change the proceedings of that da) 


illuſtrated! How came this practice of reporting the proceed- 


ings of "Parkament fnto being? It was not much above 20 
years ago when it was firſt tolerated. Some of the predeceſſors 
of the Speaker now in the chair (Mr. Cuſt or Mr. Onſlow for 
inſtance) would have been à good deal ſurpriſed that a prac- 
tice of this kind was to be at all debated in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. Either of them would have called forth, not the diſcuſ- 
fion, but immediate authority of the Houfe to take into cuſ- 
tod any per ſon who had preſumed to publiſh any of its pro- 
ceedings; but, now, it ſeemed the Houſe was not to do 
this; the printer, poor innocent! had no evil intention; and 
therefore, the motion, though involving a breach of privilege 
of that Houſe, was to be withdrawn this was very modern, 
and he would take leave to ſay, very miſchievous doctrine. 
There would have been no difficulty about it formerly: gen- 


tlemen might ſay, there was no more difficulty now than 


there was formerly about ſhutting up the gallery; he was of 
another opinion; if the Houſe ſhe wed a diſpoſition for yield- 
ing any point, its authority might indeed be made uſe of to 


deſtroy itſelf,” ſor the conntvance of the Houſe had been 
abuſed; and fo might its mildneſs; paſſing over ſuch a breach 
of privilege after” complaint made, would be an act of the 


- Houſe;; it would have its mnhority; that authority would be 


quoted in unMM er to any catriplaint of another breach of pri- 


vilege ; 2 2 he Houſe would be made to de- 
ſtroy itſelf!“ This however, was not viewing the point in 
its worſt colors, The Houſe might protect iiſelf at any 
time, When breach of its privileges came before it; but this 
was an aufe of the cotiltitution, and led to that condition of 
chiugs in wich there bild be no room for prudence to 
cnduct us: When the queſtion would be, not for a Reform, 


but a Revolution He ſhould, for one; wiſh to ſee the Houſe ; 
revert te the practice of times, when we had 2 conſtitution 
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member of the Houſe, and;wo him from bs i 
any; thing that. ien be of, Canin 21 ns, tendency, it m 
by .coofined to a few hearers, an e the lower cla 
Taciety,. therefore the 1 e ele in e principles. 
unde der the e practice of reporting. in the newſpapers eve 
92 5 that , was ſaid 1 th hat Fouls and,which old. not. 2 
laid. with fafety any where elſe, was under the cover and au- 
thority of prliamens „ and by . the, e of. ** report- 
ing! [> ng L over. this kingdom, ſo that th 4 5 rank 
fe ition that 1 was yet thoug of was not in be copied 
te the hearing of the Houſe, and; Where the cation and 
Fancy! 90075 The has from, its e 
t was made public 20 a ees conditions of human 
beipgs, and that was publiſhed with the authority. of .a.,mem- 


ber of,parliament, ad a report of what was ſaid, which could 


not any where elſe be. gublithed as an orginal wark.—Such 
appeare&.to him to n 1 0 bet 0 
to, aſß him he, thought al cauſe of that 


mutiny laſt. year, y. Ach: ſo xe 
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Töne fo r es Baflors andthe ſoldiers chetrid be told th 
da 0, Na againſt juſtice and agaigift the Mberty of wa 
| at they Meere 5 tools of deſpotie power; chat their 
e wel, Meir Vives taken er Tacfificed''to the folſ r 
the Kickedneſs of thoſe dy Whotd they” were governed? An 
nt this coming from wen of great weight" 425 their taletits, 
Aud in man rely 175 of great credit this country. Sup⸗ 
poſing all this ge to be proper, tie was ſaying that the 
rect of it ! 855 Wei be 1 | ro the community Th 
_ we live. It was then x queſtion, ' whether the Houſe - 
iſtified in allowing to'exift, a cauſe which produced that 
bo and that panes: 75 Ziſing out of à breach of the pri- 
N of the Hoſe? It might be Tad,” e Knew. thatthis was 
ariſwered” the vblicatiyn of the Jn 1 naintaihed on 
2 other £1 is did not farisfy his nnd. It led to a 
veffiba that was” t69 long for techn in that Houſe Upon 
reſent occasion, and opened à "view into the general 
1900 e of political Inſtitution, and the means of diffaf 
throughout the whole world all ſpecies of political inflre- 
on. And here there was to be dreaded 4 double miſtepre- 
ſentanion— the ofilte eſentation of the abuſe, and the £ 
prefentarion'of the defence of government; and t re 
who obfected to the e VO of either could hard 75 112 
to e with"the publication of both. Let, 
this was only 40 8d 8 1 7 be udgment, 7 
ne mould bt object to it: r was by no means the 
cafe'; for the great maſs of the readers of newſpapers 5 
not the moft dffeerning claſs of ſociety, nor was it to be EX = 
pected they ſhould be fo, for the advert ſetrients and other at- 
ticles of which à newſpaper was cotnpoſed were often in- 
3 S) chiefly to the lower orders of the community,. 90 


were for this very reaſon carried every where, read e 
where, by perſons of very inferior capacities, arid in comm 
ale-houſes frequented efly' by thole who were leaſt of all 
accuſtotned to reflexion'or to any great mental efforts, Gen- 
tletnen might fay, and he'knew many who were fond of ſay- 
* Let all perſons be allowed to judge for themſelves.” 
is founded” prett Well; but it was a mere found; Man- 
Kind ha aber” yet been in 'cixcurtances that enabled the 
aafs of then "to Judge correAly of any thing that 'tequiired 
much mental exertion. "Condemned as they were to labout 
3 it oy not” yet been prifticable for them to Judge 
| of 7 ſtruſe Nane and he knew of none that 


ALY fo, that wech as aroſe out of the complication of 
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olitical affairs people at lurge were: 75 7 


ey were $167! every, favotr that could 
® N ter their own ſafe Pane Ir rec 1 
ee 
Up Eo 75 0 toying, as mug „as the 


ep could 
rougdeſt” 4 i in, the ſtate; but they had not ed vostien io 
Me them to judife of zolifical Airs Thoſe . ere not 
their” beſt friends Who tf "them otherwiſe. If any ge gentle- 
men who, heard hin,” bted this, be would aſk them We. 
ther they. were i in the bit of calling in their e 
ins, 


| 1 grooms to give. their ep upon 40. ical 


e knew if Refs do ſo when they met ip 3 bodies, - 
and made v of a gentleman's conſtituents, eſpegi- 
ally. when 1 opinions: Bo to be followed up by their 
votes; or then the cajoling arts of the true demagogue 
were put in practice, and then was the multitude ternpfed, 
as the Devil temp tea Eve, b y telling them the bad all =" 
of x perfectſon. 7 55 reflecting 15 this, he 79 80 
5 would not be ſo ray to talk of the e e of the 

multitnde 10 form cortett gpinions Jau political «Pair 

tit might be ſaid, that if the reports of the new(, 
Were ped, ſome means would be ff 10 See 
ents Wainſt government, and that they., wou ld be more in! 
1 to the public ihan theſe: that ſomething like Paine $ 

ights of Man would go forth; Such publications were cir- 
culated certainly, and they did very Lonſiderable mi 
but they could not pollibly have the effect of the newſpapers, 
becauſe; as the circulation of them was attended n eonſi⸗ 
derable ex Dence, it could not be ſo extenfiveas the new {papers 
are, and, t therefore, not ſuch an evil; nor were they ſo 27 
fant. It might be ſaid, that by the publication of the de 
bates of parliament, the bane and antidote go both together, 
wm did not think that ſuch had hitherto bn the 


the publication of the debates, and he knew'of 2 ing 6 
likely to guide the judgment tightly as experience. act, 


the Fa of reporting debates for the laſt 15 or 125 2 
or 


or ſome years more, bad contributed more to the evils o 
wh ch many had complained of over the conntry,:than Any 


_ der pradiice he had heard of in that time; it was an evil in 


its. WR it was an 1 information at the beſt; 


eat amon the ower. claſſes, Which was fometimes de 

"cated, even in that Houſe, as being likely o miſlead thoſe - 

who bote the e means of nant corre . 
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Such were the evils, of, teaching, the lower. claſſes of the 
community that.abey were politicians. Nowa af cheſe were 
his ideas on the general effects, of this, pradiice, how did 
the eaſa ſtand upon particular points that were to he c 
| ſidered incidentally? It was a ptactide that ſtruck dirt 
at the dignity of the Houſe. What, Was to de the charac- 
ter of that Houſe, in the eye of che public, if hat paſſed 
ĩmt was not only to; be reported in the newſpapers, but 
a. deſcription Was to be giyen alſo of the tone, manner 
another deſcription of perſons, of whom he had no diſpoſition 
to ſpeak contumeliouſly, but of whom it Was do diſparage- 
ment to ſay, they were more adapted than the Senate 
public entertainment; he meant petſons who: were called 
acters :— What was to become of the dignity of that Houſe 
he would, aſk, if the manners and geſtures, and tone and ac- 
tion of each member, were to be ſubject to the licence, the 
abuſe, the ribaldry. of newſpapers ? There were but two re- 
medies for this, as the practice now was, either for a mem 
der to condeſcend io an altercation in the newſpapers; wik 
thoſe whe. ridiculed him, or What was the common caſe, to 
fit down tamely under it: really, upleſs the Houſe thought 
it worth While c ſapport its own dignity, better, N hardly: 
deſerved better uſage. But r Oe do well ta take no- 
tice, what the effect might in time he of this ill judged good 
nature., They might fall in the public eſtimation, as did 
another aſſembly in another country, who ſoon, felt the effect 
of letting ſtrangets into their galleries, under the pretence, 
that the proceedings of the repreſentative. body ſheuld be 
open, and tat no paxt o the, people ſhiquld be excluded from 
hearing it; the rabhle of Paris, by bribery and other deſpi- 
cable practices, got into the galleries, and their preſence ſoon: 
put an end to the repreſentation of the country; it was ſoon”. 
turned intoſthe mere, ſemblance of. a tepteſentat jon of that 
country. If that Houſe was to give up its privilege, merely. 
becauſe it had for a While connived at the abuſe of it; if the 
Houſe-was to be ſaid 40;have the power of ſtopping up ibe 
footpath, and het would not exclude; a ſingle paſſenger, he 
would have nothing ſurther to ſay. Gentlemen might talk 
of dhe matter as;lightly as they pleaſed; bu, unleſs they 
vindicated theit privileges now, they might feel the effect of 
an ilbjudged lenityn. But he ſhould. leaye this point how, 
and go back again to annther evil, of which had before com- 


plained, namely, that ſuffering new papers to pee | 
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vice -of:pudlifhing debates was an'appeal the rep! 
tive body, to the people at large out of doe, of all orders, 
ſrum dhe higheſt to the loweſt. - That "Hewſpaper* writers 
tere nut the beſt judges ef al affairs he Conſidered as 
an undiſputed point, to far "nothing of their ntegelty; and this 
he conceive alſo to be an important point“ That a great 
many. of theſe newſpapers were brought — exiſtence, and 
nourtthed'by debates in parkiamentg Was alſo a clear point, 
ſorſhekne that Een there was a complaint made apainiſl 
2 printer in the year 17, his plen was, hat if the Houſe 
_ wok away Pave. wt Leno of (publiſhing the debates of 
that Houſe, they would take away from him fis bread. The 
Hoꝛiſe, if it allowed theſe debates to be continued, would put 
in action à poifon which was circulated every twenty-four 
| Foun waxy f its venom down to the exrrerhity"of' the. 
hat in the courſe of a very few-years was likel 
to be — effect of ſuch a practiet; into What Hands new 
papers would fall whether they were fikely to be friendly 
to good morals in future, from the ſpeeĩmen we had ſeen of 
E eee into Which he would _ 
inquire. | jon was not only hom theſe papers 
find out, but * rn would 1 „ what ſort 
df talents the owners of them were likely'to „or whit 
was wlatger:quweftion, what ſort of talents thoſe'who'were 
awnerwof papers might employ to write for them, were all 
of ithem points well worthy of the ſpeculation-6f the Houſe. 
Befote allowed de (papers to detail — — 2 
they would de well 10 confider hot thoſe * 
* newſpaperin Nanarn | had contributed to the overthrow of 
rem eee of the' world, which hat been lately 
overturned, and employed in 'canſing ſo many inſurrectiens 
23 hat fately rendered ſo much of the habitable globe uneaſy. 
How much of the talents of thoſe who wrote" for new. 55 
paper tad heen employed in ſeattering poiſon wherever 
cobld z in bringing an diſcredit, by telling Wees 
every where Mat thoſe Who dit, and Who ought 
to poſſeſa t, and Who in general did virtue had ne 
Urtue uhatever, by reaching the — 264 4K eredious 
to deſpiſe man 0 every men ſure that Was ble. 
Suckh-werethe-efforts, ge ow ing, of thoſe who wrote 
. e He fc , bly, t de confelle@he” 
f never 


+% 


: 


Pate 2} . oer 
never ſax; ana of a low condition with.a.newſpaper-in 
his his handypnd whe, age anꝝ of.) its, without cn pain hm to = 
4 man M0 was .{wallowing, poiſon, 2 im- 
3 —1 2 calth,, He was not to be led aun Wh any 
| tions that. ugh be entertained by ſome perſons/contern- 
ing che liber liberty. of the preſs. Belore any good ond de de 
jo "the ſel jon. of — 8 ſubjects in newſpapers, the da 
pacity, of the people ought to be enlarged. Theſe were only 
-a,tew of the objections which he. felt to the publication of 
15 proceedings in, Newſpapers. It. leſſened che 
a+ of che Hauſe of Commons; it put the members of it 
uation in which they ought not to ſtand; it: ſpmented 
e throughout the nation; it multipliea nothing, or 
very rarely any thing, but that ſpecies — 2 — 
was deſtructive to every good principle, and was hoſtileto 
A ee . man, or individual in whoni 
public, truſt 8 It produced alſo the inconveni- 
bares” which, the hon. Gentleman Who made this motion, 
but for reaſons he could not well underſtand, wiſhed to wi 
draw. it, complained, but that was its leaſt evil. But, as the 
Houſe had now the opportunity (which by the way had bean 
well to have occurred ſooner), but, as, the Houſe had noy the 
opportunity, it ought not to be- loſt the character of the 
Houſe ought to be vindicated, and the advantage of the pub 5 
lic ought-to-be,regarded-. What courſe the Houſe DH e 
was not for him, but for athers, to determine. He bed no 
motion himſelf to make; be left- every thing open to the 
Houſe... He, was deſirous of deliveriog his ſentiments on this 
ſubject, Wente the occaſion which offered was not Fre- 
dun. although the occaſion which called for ihe animaduer- 
fon and — of the Houſe Mas much. ioo frequent ; and 
fo an becauſe Gentlemen did not know, but becauſe they | 
chuſed to abandon their Denn. He had declared his opi- 
nion on this practice of ,newſpaper reporting. The'Houſe 
would judge of what was tight to be done. - He did not wiſh 6 
to ſay. any thing more, Whether the Houſe ought. no fot 
come to deciſion of either confirming the old practice of | 
_ prohibition, or of favouring; the relaxation of very: modern 
mes. He had now no other duty to. diſcharge, to what 
Hauſe, except returning thanks for the mee wick: which 
he had been. heard upon this oecaſion. b 4TH 
Mas Wilberforce obſerved, that, though, the Gates e 
the how Gemleman eppaſite to him io *ithdrawthemozion | 
on his complaint, rendered it unnepeſſary for 
him o to trouble the Houſe with was of What he ſhould other- 


wile 


"4 „ * * 5 


4 


3 %% . atv, 8 
wiſe have judged it neceſſary+ to lay befete tber, yet vitlous 
circumſtaneęs combined in promoting fim to treſpaſs 
their; attention for a few, moments, particularly- after | 
bid f juſt fallen from his right hom Friend. Mt. Windfiar). 
7 "Mt: Wilberfotce declared he was veiy'ſolicitobsto-prevent 
ang poſſible. miſconſtruction of the "pri on which h 
had himſelf aQted, in very lately preſſing upon the feri 
conſiderotion of the HH the groſs and Tenne mi- 
ſtatements of their debates, and \procecdings wich had be- 
come ſo ge G par e propriety, and indeed neoeſſity, of 
2 ing, if poſſible, ſome remedy to that t. and gtowin 
25 Rel Gentlemen who . 4 th tenen 
would recollect that he had not 1 gre the figheft inten- 
tion of. ebmplaining to the. Houſe of lar publi- 
cation, whatever ground he perſonally might have for ſuch A 
complaint: his object was, a general redreſs of agenerd! griev- 
ance. Nor had he expreſſed any, the Tmaleſt wiſh, that the 
Houſe of Commons ſhould enforce its ſtanding x cider] a 17 
prevent altogether the publication of its Rose ings an 
debates. He had even then ſuggeſted, that oft roy. thing 
ſhould be borne, and any expedient be tried, rather than bn 
ſort to ſuch à reniedy : and he felt himfelf now called 
by what had been ſtated by bis right hon. Friend (Mie: „ 
ny to declare it as his fixed opinion, that (the Houſe re- 
ſerving to itſelf of courſe a right to ſhut its gallery, at Its 
diſcretion, when the delicacy of any particular diſcuſſon 
might render it expedient], the publication of their debates 
and proceedings was not injurious, but highly beneficial to 
the cauntry. He altogether (differed from his right hon. 
Friend who had urged, that it had almoſt changed, or at leaſt 
mern tended to change, the nature of our conſtitution from 
repreſentative to democratical, conceiving it to be, in fact. 
perfectly and ſtricly conſtitutional; The people of Great Bil. 
ain indeed devolved an the repreſentative body, for/a term 
of years, the duty of watching over their Tight intereſts ; 
bur did it follow that they were not 40/paFattentian tothe 
conduct and language of thoſe repreſentatives in the execu- 
tion df the truſt repoſed? How then ſhould: they be qualified; | 
dt the end of the term, fot judging whether to eontinue the 
truſt in the ſame hands, or transfer it to pihetsꝰ Mr. WII. 
berforce did not heſitate to declare, that in general thoſe pets = 
Tons h were for ever improperly bulying themſelvẽs in 
po were among the leaſt uſeful, le worthy, mem 
1 the community: but the conſtituert, no leſs than 
7 Fir repreſentative, had a WEN to * and how ſhould 
© FR he 
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. » he gien 


| Ir ils Without the means of infor- 
mation 70 


in truth he muſt ſay, © "that experience com. 


__notwithllanding" all the miſ 
vailedy he had the ſatisſactiom of being able to declare that 
the happieſt ces had actually followed from the 
notoriety of their tranſuctions und debates, and from the eye 
of the public having been fixed upon them. So far from 
their having thereby at all loſt their 
lieved there never was a time When the repreſentative body, 


ations which nad 


pletely. reed ane right hon. Gentieman's aſſertion; for, 


ſpecific character, he be- 


the Houſe of Commons, had re a higher place in the” ; 


and affe tions of the 
r. Wilberforce remarked, that if the hon. Wan ben 
oppobte to him had proceeded with the complaint, it would | 
have been neceſſary for himſelf alſo to complain of andther 
newſpaper by which he had been groſsly calumnĩated ĩn the 


acegunt of that very ptoceeding, being made by that ne- 
paper to take 30 himſelf the imputation the hon. Gentleman 

thrown'h ſome one, without naming the perſon, and 
not being likewiſs- made to contradict it. However ſuper- 
fluous it might ſeem to thoſe Gentlemen who, having been 


Preſent on the former occaſion, knew that there was no 


ground for this ſtatement, yet having remarked that 


and inſinuations which were ſuffered to paſs unnoticed in id 
that Houſe, from their not being thought of conſequence. 


= 


en to be contradicted, would often paſs current throu 
out the coun „und be circulated with ill natured induſtry, 
he thought it due to his on character to declare publicly, 


that he had no more concern in preparing or inſerting, or 


paying for the ſtatement in the Times of which the hon. 


Gentleman" had complained, — to the” hon. Gentleman 5 


Mien or any other perſon 


Mr: Wilberforce concluded with eee that be truſted | 
* diſcuſſion of that day would not however be wholly with- ' 


out its uſe» that though he (and he truſted” a large majority 
of the Houſe) was., friendly to the publication of their pro- 
ceedings, and though even if this were otherwiſe, it would 
be highly unjuſt in the Houſe without notice to puniſh per- 
ſons for the breach of 'a Randing order, which, for fo manx 
years, hey hac neglected to enforce ; yet it would be under- 
flood that the Houſe of Commons was not wholly ker 
of the nander in which their ſp ches and proceedings ſhould 
be reported That What 
as A fort ef gutjee and whrging to reporters, not to I 

er, 7 3E 


— 


tiow paſſed miſt be 'confidered = 


* 
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too far upon the indulgence of the Houſe and the patience of 
individuals. He truſted there would be confequently ſome- 
what leſs of wilful mifrepreſemation than had hitherto been 
ſuffered to prevail, and he would again declare, that the more 
publicity was given to whatever Was really ſaid or done in 

Frede the more would that Houſe become the object of 
eſteem and attachment to their conſtituents and the nation 
at lar * 1 ein een 432 ei Ag. 

$ My Secretary Dundas: ſaid that he had long been convinced 
that the practice of publiſhing a mutilated and incorrect ac- 
count of what paſſed in parliament, was calculated to affect 
the honour and the uſefulneſs of the Houſe. He conceived 
that before the complaint could be withdrawn the hon. Gen- 
tleman muſt move for the leave of the Houſe. It could not 
be allowed to ſtand on the journals that the Houſe had ſuf- 
fered ſuch a complaint to drop without ſhewing in what man- 
ner it was done. The objekt ought to be conſidered not on 
perſonal grounds, but as ſomething deeply connected with 
the uſefulneſs and the dignity of the Houſe. He muſt ob- 
ſerve likewiſe, on the preſent occaſion, that there were other 
attacks calculated to degrade and vilify the Houſe, which 
ought not to paſs unnoticed. Where other perſons were 
guilty of libels on the Houſe, they ought to be brought be- 
ore a jury for the offence. This, however, was not enough. 
There were caſes in which the members of the Houſe itſelf 
were the libellers. There were caſes in which this Houſe 
was moſt groſsly libelled by its own members; but ſuch 
proceedings ſhould not go on. He pledged himſelf to bring 
forward the ſubject, if no other — appeared to vindicate 
the honour of the Houſe, and if any member was guilty of a 
Jibel upon it, he was determined to propoſe Tome means that 
ſhould put an end to the practice, and puniſh the offender. 
He could not help referring to what had been repreſented to 
have been ſaid by a certain hon. Gentleman, ho had thought 
proper to deſert his duty in parliament, at a club in this 
town. That Gentleman, who never ſhewed his face in the 

Houſe, had gone to that club, and, if faitly repreſented had 

aid what was a groſs libel on the Houſe. Such practices 
Could not and ſhould not any longer go on. There was 
 - another cafe too in which the hon. Gentleman who brought 
Torwart the complaint, was repreſented to have uſed-expreſ- 


iu'ons at a meeting of ſome of his conſtituents Which were a 


ſcandalous libel on the Houſe. He was reported to have 
ſaid, that he never heard of parliament meeting for the Uiſpatch 
: Sr | PHE Bl * . N | 2 . 550 I 10 Ne of 
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of buſineſs, butihe conſidered it to be for the diſpatch of the 


roperty of himſelf and his conſtituents. When ſuch things 
as theſe Were paſſed over unnoticed, he ſhould be hurt to death 
to extend the utmoſt  rigour of the Houſe to offences compa- 
ratively ſo inferior in danger and malignity. He hoped 2 
other Gentlemen would turn their attention to the ſubject to 
which he had alluded. The Houſe might reſt aſſured that if 
it did not protect itſelf againſt the libellous attacks of its own 
members, it would be in vain that it endeavoured to repreſs 
and puniſh the attacks of others. Members were protected 
in the Houſe from any conſequences that might ariſe from 
what they ſaid, except what the Houſe itſelf might inflict; 
but in return for that protection they.ought not to be permit- 
ted in other places to degrade and vilify, and libel the Houſe, 
and endeavour to overthrow what the people of this country 
feel to be the ſafeguard of all that was dear to them. If no 
other member did propoſe ſome meaſure applicable to ſuch 
caſes, he pledged himſelf to doit, and in doing it he ſhould 


conſider that he performed an eſfential ſervice to the country. 


As to the preſent complaint he conceived that it was neceſ- 
ſary for.the hon. Gentleman firſt to move for leave to with- 
After ſame converſation between the Speater, the Chancellor 
of. the Exchequer, and Mr. Percival, xeſpecting the form of 
withdrawing the motion, the Speaker ſtated the mode to be 
That the hon. Gentleman having expreſſed a wiſh to with- 
draw his complaint, the Houſe aſſented, and the order was 
diſcharged,” . „ 1 | „ 
Mr. Tierney ſaid, he rofe to make ſome obſervations on 


what the right hon. Secretary had thrown out. The right 


hon, Gentleman had now come forward with a charge hic 
he had carried ſix months in his pocket, and it ſeemed rather 


to be produced as a ſet off, than with any view of vindicating 


the honour of. the Houſe. If the hon. Gentleman did really 


entertain ſuch an opinion of the expreſſion which he had im- 


puted to him, he did not now ſay whether juſtly or not, why 
did he not, if the Houſe was fitting, complain of it in his 
place, or if not, recommend it to the attention of the At- 
torney General? At the diſtance of time which had elapſed 
it could not be expected that he ſhould be able to remember 


aceurately what he had ſaid. He knew, however, that what- 


ever ſpeeches he made he was anſwerable for them, but it 


certainly was putting Gentlemen in an awkward ſituation; to 
bring forward ſuch charges at ſo = a diſtance of time aſter 


"the 
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the offence was ſaid to have been committed: As to what 
Had been faid too of another hon. Gentleman, of Wwhom he 

could never ſpeak but with reſpect and veneration, that non. 
Gentleman, he, was convinced, could juſtify himſelf from 
any charge of the kind which had been urged againſt him. 
| Mr. Dundas explained and ſaid; that he thought tkat the 
law at pteſent was not adequate to puniſh libels which mem- 
bers of the Houſe in other places might be guilty: of againſt 
- the Houſe, and that a legiſlative meaſure was noceſſary to en- 
able the Houſe to punith ſuch offences in ãts own members. 
The Attorney General ſaid, that when Gentlemen on every 
occaſion referred to the conduct which his Majeſty's Attorney 
| General ought to purſue, they did not conſider the difficulty 
of the ſituation reſpecting what was to be done in caſe of 
| libels upon the Houſe. What had been ſtated in the newſ- 
papers to have been ſaid by the hon: Gentleman oppoſit on 
the 22d of June, 1798, he ſhould conſider himſelf guilty of a 
libel on the hon. Gentleman in imputing it to him. It was 
indeed a moſt groſs libel upon the Houſe of Commons, and 
on the hon. Gentleman, if falſely aſcribed to him. If, how- 
ever, gentlemen did not vindicate their own characters, what 
could be expected that he ſhould do? The anſwer to any pro- 
| ſecution which he could inſtitute immediately was, that the 
Houſe itſelf did not feel hurt at the circumſtance; the At- 
torney General was the only perſon who had found any fault 
with the matter. He muſt ſay diſtinQly, therefore, that un- 
leſs others did what belonged to them to do, it was impoſſible 
for him to exerciſe with effect the duties of his particular 
office. It was neceſſary that others ſhould co- operate with 
him to put an end to that ſyſtem which ſor ſeveral years had 
been purſued to degrade and vilify the Houſe, and to ſap the 
foundations of the conſtitution. How was it-poflible for 
him to ſtep forward to proſecute libels which the Houſe atſelf 
totally diſregarded? It was in vain for him without that to 
g into a Court of Juſtice and proſecute offenders. He 

. would venture to ſay, that the reaſon why twelve men thought 

| themſelves juſtified in acquitting perſons ſo proſecuted was, 

2 hat no complaint was made by the Houſe itfelf againſt what 

Was proſecuted as a libel upon it. What then did Gentle- 
men wiſh the Attorney General to di in fuch circumſtances? 

_ - He alluded to fuch caſes as that libel which was aſciibed to 

_ _ the hon. Gentleman himſelf. - He likewiſe did ſay farther, 
chat it was intolerable that members of Parliament ſhould go 
to ale-heuſes in Covent - garden and ſay things which were 


next 


— 
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next da publi ned in the papers, and, if fairly. ſtated, were of 
2 e libellous nature againſt: the: Houſe.” No man, how- 
eder, in the ſituation of his Majeſty's Attorney General, could 
| 40 what his duty required of him, if the Hqguſeritſelf: en- 
dured ſuch attacks and outrages from its own members, If 
the Houſe cominued ta tolerate: fuch things, it ought not to 
dlame him, becauſe in his ſubordinate ſituation he did not eng- 
play thoſe means io check che evil which its ow-In n 
rendered fruitleſs; © Some blamed him for proſecuting |/too | 
much, and to this charge he was extremely indifferent, when 
he was conſcious of diſcharging his duty. Others (for whom 
he had great reſpect) again found fault with him for not pro- 
ſecuting oftener ; but, if the matter was duly conſidered, 
Gentlemen could ſee that i it was not with him that the fault 

lay. He felt great ſatisfaction at what had been ſaid by his 
_ right hon. Friend, and he hoped that it would be followed up. 
It was impoſſible that others could be puniſhed, if the mem- 

bers of the Houſe were allowed to libel it with impunity. 
When Gentlemen every morning read libellous attacks which 
it was within their own: province to notice, how was it to be 
expected that the Attorney General alone ſhould make un- 
availing efforts to vindicate the dignity of thoſe who did 
not avail hemſelves of the means they had of protecting 
the honour of the Houſe? He was convinced that the people 
of this country would feel grateful to thoſe Who, by their 
own conduct, endeavoured to vindicate that conſtitution un- 
der which they enjoyed ſo much happineſs, from the at- 
ftacks df thoſe-who had long been wee to ee its 
deſtruction. ENU 
Mx. Tierney aid, he had not lee of the anticle in 
queſtion as a libel, but as a miſrepreſentation of what he had 
- ſaid; and in withdrawing it, he wiſhed it to be underſtood 
that it was not becauſe he thought it ein or that it 
was in conſequence of any compromiſe. 

Mr. Dundas ſaid, that certainly there was no * . 


ever of a Pa Ang it was'a oc which he er 
diſolaimed. + fi 


5. 6 


The Solicitor use! laid, 0 it Was unj ed toments per- 
a dens who might be made the objects of Ades, for the 
hon. Gentleman 10 ſay that the article was paid far. He 
had read the article carefully; and it ſeemed to him be be à fair 
| "ſtatement; certainly fairer than had appeared in any other 
paper or in 1 N on the ſtatement EX n 
mented. 81 a FFF 


MI. 
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Mr. Tierney id, that there was good reaſon to think a 
the article was not written by any of the perſons who'uſually 
report for The Times, and from the cireumſtance of three 
columns of that r being ſactiſiced to it, he did luipest. 
that it was paid for by ſome individual. 

The Solicitor General obſerved, * that the hon. Gintleman | 
had not ſaid'that he did not attribute it to his hon? Friend 
(Mr. Wilberforce), He Pts: he ſhould mention whom 
he did ſuſpect, 

Mr. Tierney ſaid, he muſt repeat what he had often ſaid be- 
fore, that it was impoſſible to go on, if members were thus 
to be called upon to name perſons. As to the hon, Gentle- 
man (Mr. Wilberforce) he knew that he did not mean him, 
ſo that it was unneceſſary to jay that it was nor to dim that 
he aſeribed the article. 

Mr. V. Smith ſtated to the inte- e was emily 
breach of privilege of a very injurious nature to him per- 
fonally. It was a paragraph which had appeared in the 
True Briton a few days after he had firſt ſpoken upon the In- 
come Bill. Jt imputed to him the moſt diſgraceful motives 
for his oppoſition to that meaſure. In the Houſe itſelf it 
was diſerderly to attribute motives of any kind to Gentlemen. 
In this paragraph, however, his conduct was imputed-to the 
moſt ſelfiſh motives. The fact was as follows: A few days 
ago a very reſpectable perſon who collected taxes in his 
neighbourhood, called upon him for ſõme taxes — he (Mr. 
Smith) was talking to him of the danger which might exiſt of 
exaggerated ſtatements of the fortunes of Gentlemen going 
abroad. This man replied, © Perhaps, fir, you don't know 
what has been ſaid of yourſelf,” and then referred itn to ” 
paragraph.—It was as follows: 

„Mt. William Smith, who ſpoke at ſuch length and wth 
ſuch elegant eloquence in the Houſe of Commons, is pretty 
well known to poſſeſs a fortune of at leaſt: 1 fl. per 
annum, acquired by commerce: the aſſeſſed taxes of this 
Gentleman do not exceed 3ool. per annum a ſtronger in- 
ſtance need not be named in proof that expenditure is not _ 
the criterion of income, and that the mode (to which Mr. 
| Smith fo ſtrongly abjeQs).in the new. bill, is the faireſt and 
moſt equal plan to obtain the ſum required for the defence of 
the country. Mr. Smith is one of the moſt violent of the 
ſeceders; his coming to the Houſe on Friday, and exerting 
himſelf * ſtrongly in oppoſition to the bill, is of courſe to 
| be attributed ſolely to a ſenſe of public ny ” ry 
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As to the exaggerated ſtatement of his fottune, it was a cir- 
cumſtance which to ſome people would appear rather agree- 
able, but us a large fortune impoſed duties upon a man, he 
did not wiſh his Sh ſhould be repreſented as more than it 
as, becauſe it muſt induce; men to conclude that he was 
deficient in the performance of thoſe duties which the extent 
-of his fortune impoſed. The amount of his aſſeſſed taxes 
ee, miſtated, for it was nearer 400l. than three. The pa- 
aph was certainly falſe, and he did think it was malicious. 
Thovg h he did rot intend to make any complaint of the pa- 
f eagtagh he did not chuſe to allow the ſtatement to be alto- 
.gether uncontradicted. In the courſe of the bill he had 
found that what he had ſaid had ſometimes been miſrepre- 
ſented, but he did not think maliciouſly. This attack, how- 
ever, could not be conſidered in the Gr ame light. As to the 
queſtion before the Houſe, he did not meant to interri 
-awhat ſeemed the diſpoſition of the Houſe, that it ſhould be 
withdrawn. If the debate had taken a different turn, there 
were ſome things of which he intended to ed but he 
ſhould not now. ſay any thing farther. 
YO een was then allowed babes withdrave. 


1 Ws 6 PE INCOME BILL, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved that this bill ſhould 
_ now read a third time. 
Mr. Nicholls ſaid, he could not allow the bill to bald with- 
pew giving it his negative. He did not approve of the new 
ſyſtem of finance now introduced, of which this meaſure was 
a part. He thought that the beſt way of raiſing the ſupplies 
was by a loan, the intereſt of which was to be paid by taxes 
on conſumprion. He did not think it poſſible that the coun- 
try gentlemen could carry this bill into execution. In the 
land tax they were friendly referees; but here they would be 
-extorters/ of taxes for the public. The meaſure could 
only be executed by tribunals devoted to the miniſter. Next 
year,; therefore, the right hon. Gentleman might come aud 
call on the Houſe, in purſuance of the principle of the bill, 
to furniſh him with the means of puttting it in execution. 
It was, in his opinion, a great inroad on the conſtitution. It 
would break the ſpirĩt of the ſubject, and, by a diſcloſure of 

men's circinnſtances, occaſion the greateſt inconveniences. 
The meaſure was broughtin with great art: the loweſt claſſes 
vere ſpared; and ãt would fall comparatively light oh the 
3 20 5 it was fair that the ee 
Ip | 1001. 
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|  T100l; a year to 2001). it was equally fair that the ſeale _ 
riſe from 200l. upwards. The middling claſſes would chiefly 
be affected by this meaſure of the right hon; Gentleman's. - 

The Speaker told Mr. Nicholls that he was diſorderly in 
ſpeaking of any meaſure entertained by che Houſe | as the . 
meaſure of an individual. 

MIX. Nicholls ſaid, he meant no diſreſpe&t to the Chancellor | 
of the Exchequer. He concluded with repeating it as his 
decided opinion, chat the meafure gave. a EP . to the 
conſlitu tion. 

Mr. 45 bot (aid, . were age things in the bill 0 Its 
original ſhape which occaſioned ſome heſitation in his mind, 
but in the courſe of the alterations it had undergone; his ob- 
jections were removed. It ſeemed now to be the decided 0 
opinion of the peopte of this country, almoſt without ex- 
ception, that a great part of the ſupplies ſhould be raiſed - 

\ within the year, This principle was recognizetl. Laſt 3 year , 
conſiderable progreſs had been made in the application of it 
by the aſſeſſed tax bill. It now likewiſe apgeared to be the 
| general opinion that a tax upon income was the only way in 
which the principle could be moſt effectually reduced to prac- 
tice, and that income ſhould be taxed as it was found, with- 
out examining the ſources from hence it was derived. In 
fact, in all direct taxes which exiſted in this country: fuch had 
been the way. For inſtance this was the mode in which the 
poor rates were levied. The queſtion whether there ſhould 
be an aſcending ſcale of application according to the extent 
of a man's income, admitted of ſome doubt. There were 
precedents for this mode. It was an- eſtabliſhed maxim in 
our ancient ſyſtem of taxation, os. to a certain extent the 
poorer claſſes ſhould be exempted, aud there were repeated 
inſtances of an increaſin bg rate. Such was the caſe in the 
poll tax in the reign of William III. In the preſent cen- 
tury, however, this principle of an encreaing ſcale had been 
diſregarded in our financial hiſtory, and it had been laid afide 
for the beſt reaſons. —In its character ſuch a mode was of an 
|  agrarious ſpirit, and of a levelling tendency; and in iis ope- 
|. _ratjon would be a grievance to the poorer claiſes, which it is 
intended to relieve. It would diminiſh conſumptionʒ it 
- would deprive manufacturers of theif᷑ ſpring, and the labour- 
ing claſſes of em loyment. Incomavas hen to be taken 
indiſcriminately, and in equal proportion. It was evident 
that a tax like this had great advantages in the cheapneſs of 
: 4 collection. The l of Oe Nw" could be em- 
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_ pltytd in its execution was a conſideration of no ſmall im- 
portauet bath in the view of the economy. of the meaſure, 
and the Character of the country. He thought it,extremely 


tribute, but that likewiſe which went to foreigners, It was 
fair that propert which here found a ſafe aſylum ſhould pay 
- for that protection which. it enjoyed. It was ſaid that this 


meaſure was unconſtitutional. It was ealy to aſſert this, of 
any meaſure. It had a popular ſound, and was calculated to 
_ excite alarm, He did not regret that the people of this coun- 


try ſhauld be ready to-take the alarm at the very idea of a 
meaſure being unconſtitutional. It was fit that they ſhould 
jealous of a conſtitution to which they owe ſo much hap- 
pineſs. It was not ſo eaſy, however, to ſhew that it was 
an unconſtitutional meaſure. It gave no new powers to the 
.. crown; the gotpmilſioners were named by parliament, The 
- oath to be taken was likewiſe objected to. It ſhould be re- 
membered, however, that the commiſſioners of the land tax 


had long had the power; afterwards an oath was not admit- 


ted, In this cale an opportunity was given for a man by his 
oath to ſettle the matter, or preclude farther diſcuſſion. 


With reſpe& to appeal it was a thing which exiſted in all 


modes of adminiſtering juſtice, and neceſſary for the fair ap- 
plication of the act. As to.diſcloſure, which was conlideted 


ſach.a grievance, he was of opinion that there was a good 


deal of prejudice on the ſubject of concealment. It was 
deeply rooted indeed, but it was neceſſary to treat it with 
management. Conſidering. the regulations to preſerve ſe- 
crely; however, he thought there was not much to be appre- 


hended on that ground. The prejudice concerning diſ- 
cloſure was ſtronger in this country than in any other in Eu- 


rope, In Scotland all tranſactions reſpecting real property, 
and many with regard to perſonal property, were publicly 

giſtered. In Ireland the ſame practice prevailed in the caſe 
of real property. In the counties of Vork and Middleſex 
it exiſte to a conſiderable extent. In the United States of 


America were public regiſters for tranſaQions, nor was it 


found in the caſes wherß theſe means of ayoiding concea]- 
ment prevailed, that they were attended not only with no in- 
convenience, but with advantage, and perhaps we were tos 
tardy in following the example. Upon the whole he highly 


approved of the meaſufe. The ſinking fund would gradu- 


ally diminifh the weight of the public debt, and meaſures like 
the preſent would prevent the increaſe of the permanent 
Vor. I. 1798. ? 1 


juſt not only that income from foreign poſſeſſions ſhould gon - | 
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taxes. He hoped that in the execution of the act ſtill far - 
ther improvements in it would be made. Its effect would 
probably be to deter the people of this country from too raſh]: 
entering into uſeleſs wars, but when wars were cb 
would place us in a ſituat ion to carry them on as they ought 
to be, with energy, vigour, and effect. 1 1 tat: 
VMl.r. Tierney ſaid he could omit no opportunity of oppoſing 
the bill, though he would not diſapprove of its avowed pur- 
poſe, namely, the railing a conſiderable portion of the ſupplies 
within the year; and for no reaſon more did he refrain from 
- . difapproving this purpoſe than for that mentioned by the 
learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt, to wit, that it would make 
the people ponder and reflect before they haſtened into wars 
of expenſive magnitude. As to its tending to raiſe the na- 
tional credit, he could ſee no ground for Bok an aſſertion. 
The national credit was neither to be raiſed or depreſſed by 
artificial means. The general proſperity of the country 
could alone have the effect of raiſing the national credit. 
Indeed all the conveniences attributed to the meaſure were 
completely counterbalanced by its inconveniences. Though 
therefore it might be good to raiſe part of the ſupplies within 
the year, this did not appear to be the beſt mode of doing it. 
The learned Gentlemen contends that there is nothing new in 
this mode of taxation. Undoubtedly his hiſtorical knowledge 
is great and extenſive. It was therefore with-diffidence that 
he (Mr, Tierney) diſſented from him, but he muſt differ in 
opinion with him when the learned Gentleman aſſerts that 
there has exiſted an uniform practice in this country of exa- 
mining perſons upon oath with reſpect to their income, for 
this has never been attempted except by an extraordinary 
and violent ſtretch of power, as when it was had recourſe to 
by Cardinal Wolſey, and perhaps under the reign of Henry 
VII. when the Biſhops were ſent about to extort contribu- 
tions. Indeed there was not, he believed, any act to be found 
by which the amount of income was aſcertained upon oath. 
| If Gentlemen were ſo fond of the old ſyſtem of taxation, 
| why not adopt at once ſomething ſimilar to what was for- 
merly called the Jew's Ranſom? He particularly objeQed to 
it from income being an unfair criteripn, and becauſe it pro- 
ceeded on the unjuſt principle of taxing all income equally, 
whether from fixed and certain ſource, or from a contingent 
and precarious one. In trade, indeed, perſons might endea- 
vour to reimburſe themſelves; but thoſe who had this advan- 
"rage were only ſuch as deal in articles of the firſt neceſſity, 
„„ ; ee -& 0 Py. coals, 
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cCoals, corn, &c. but thoſe. who traded in articles of luxury 
could not aim at the ſame advantage: be aſſeſſed tax plan 
of laſt year was far leſs exceptionable. Why not have given 
it a fairer trial? Why not try it another year? Why look 
upon it as the only tax of the right hon. Gentleman that was 
incapable of improvement? The aſſeſſed taxes might have 
raiſed ſeven millions; the other ten might be eaſily found . 
elſewhere, by an additional tax, for example, upon ſugar and 7 
convoys. Many were the grounds upon which this tax wus 
objectionable; but on none more ſo than- for the mode of 
collecting ĩit. In the firſt place, it made an invidious diſtinc- 
tion by expoſing ſome to difcloſure of circumſtances, while: it 
exempted others from it.” Why not relieve the landed gentry 
from this diſcloſure, as well as commercial men; for the di- 
cloſure'of his private affairs may prove as injurious to a man 
of. landed property as to the merchant and trader. There 
was no diſſimilitude in the two caſes. - The bill might ſtill 
be ſome what improved in this reſpect; and it was hard that 
the feelings, as well as the intereſts, of the people ſhould be 
hurt, merely becauſe Parliament was in a hutry to paſs the 
bill. This improvement he would recommend to the right 
hon. Gentleman as well worthy of his ſerious conſideration. 
There were other reſpects in which the collection of the tax 
uould bear harder on the landed gentry than on commercial. 
men. In. trade perſons were elected as commiſſioners who: ' 
had a ſympathy for men engaged in trade, while the landed 
gentry; would have to do with an ordinary officer of the town; 
much alſo; was to be dreaded from the opportunity which the 
inſpector or ſurveyor would have of haraſſing individuals, 
eſpecially thoſe whoſe palitical opinions did not chime in with; 
men in power. There was nothing in the character of the | 
ſurveyor to prevent his indulging: this diſpoſition, The ſur-+ ; 
veyor Was hot obliged to have any qualification: from pro- 
perty, nor to give a ſecuriiy for his good behaviour; and | 
what -canibe.expected from a-perſon who has neither cha- 
ter nor praperty, nor the eſteem of thoſe with whom he livess + 
Yet ſuch is the perſon hy whom a man may be driven totake | 
an oath; or elſe to pay more than his due proportion. The * 
meaſure would alſo lead to a lamentable increaſe of per jury, 10 
and he Who is ſuppoſed to perjure himſelf is liable to all the: 
penalties of perjury; but if a man be innocent, is it not a 
hard matter that he ſhould be indicted for perjury? May not 
a bill be found. againſt the innocent, and he may die before 
W n a bis 
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his:trial comes on, and then leave an odious ſtigma upon His 
children; this furely:muſt be galling to the feelings of Eng- 
liſhmen. It would alſo encreaſe the influence of the crown 
by the neceſſary encreaſe in the number of ſurveyors, who 
would have under them a legion of ſpies and inforthers; and 
to eneteaſe further the influence of the crown, when it had 
already arrived at ſuch a pitch, was furely dangerous in the 
extreme. It was alſo injurious to the conſtitution, nor would 

it have the effect on the enemy which had been ſo confidentiy 
aſcribed to it. Will not the enemy ſee that in the ſhort ſpace 
of a year we have changed from making Seeler contribu- 
tions to be now compelled to deliver in 1 of income 

upon oatir? Will they not fee that we have got at the end of 
the funding ſyſtem; and that the aſſeſſed- tax plan has failed? 
And will not theſe eircumſtances zather raiſe than depreſs 
their hopes? In a word, the meafure now under diſcuſſion 
peated to me to be calculated to break down the minds and 
manners of the nation, which would effectually weaken us, 
and do more for the enemy than the money thus raiſed can 
enable us to do againſt them. After a few years we may look 
in yain for the minds and old manners of Engliſhmen; they 
win de changed and degraded by mutual jealouſy and diſtruſt. 
On all theſe grounds he thought himſelf fully juſtified in 


Im g a meafure that was pregnant with ſuch various 
hie 


ww 


Mr. Patten bid, that he conceived more ſanguine expec- 
tations even than the right hon. Gentleman, of the ſucceſs 
of the meaſure which he had juſt heard fo much reprobated ; 
and he was ſure that its operation would prove far more de⸗ 
neficial than had as yet been ſtated; it was a meafure that 
ſprang out of the free will and defire of the country, and was 
| fure to bring us to a ſafe, honourable, and permanent peace 
_ with our moſt inveterate enemy; ,an enemy Who has yer 
ſkewed no fymptom of returning honour or juſtice. The 9 
bill did honour to the pride, ſpirit, and liderality- of the ria- 
tion, and as ſuch, ſhould be leigt arded by the anxious 

ſolicitude of the Houſe: It has been fined ated as neceſſary to the 
exiſtence of the country, and to the preſervation of our finan- 


Ces. But the enemy ſhould know and feel that it was not 


the laſt effort of our dying finances, nor the laſt convulfive . 

exertion of an expiring conſtitution; but it was the noble en- 

_ deavonr of a free people, that knew how to call forth its ener- 

1 its 192 while i it with equal — 
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deal deſtrustion on the inbred vipers that have attempted to 
raiſe their envenomed ſtings againſt their parent ſoil. He 
then concluded by expreſſing a wiſh that ſomething might be 
deviſed in ſavout of the country geritlemen, that would re- 
lieve them from a diſcloſure of their private cireumſtances. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he was ſtrongly 
called upon by the hon. Gentleman (Mr. Tierney) to conſider 
of ſome means of extending to the: landed gentry the ſame ex- 
emptions from diſcloſure that was granted 16 commercial 
men, which means of relief, he thinks, may be very eaſily 
diſcovered. In not, however, bringing forward any fuch 
means, he muſt incur the charge of hardneſs of heart and 
apathy from that hon. Gentleman; but, in ſpite of that 
apathy and hardneſs of heart, he had often diſcuſſed that ſuþ+ 
jet, and adduced a variety of reaſons to ſhew that no ſuch 
plan could or ought to be adopted. It was matter of great 
difficulty to. procure perſons qualified for inſpeSting commer- 
cial ſtatements; where, then, find thoſe who could judge of 
all kinds of concerns? Beſides, the adopting of ſuch a 2 | 
would deſtroy the confidence the public had in the meaſure 
when they ſaw that no diſtinction was made between rich 
and poor, /pui all were to pay alike, without any concealment, 
diſguiſe or partiality. This conſideration outweighed in his 
mind every objection, and that ſo powerfully, that not only 

he would not deviſe ſuch a 7 * he moreover REP re- 
{fiſt it, if any ſuch was propoſed. 
Sir James Pulteney ſaid, it was kis intention to 
ſome amendment to prevent the diſcloſure of landed property. 
It was his wiſh to ſee aboliſhed the invidious diſtinction that 
was attempted to be made between the landed and the com- 
- mercial intereſt, If the meaſure was unconſtitutional, it was 
in this reſpect; for ſuch diſtinctions muſt impair the 
of the n ie It was, moreover, inconſiſtent with the 
principle of the bill to grant any enemption to any particu- 
lar deſcription of men; all or none ſhould enjoy that privi- 
lege. The commercial i income might-be eſtimated at above 
40 millions, nearly half the property of the kingdom, and 

what was practicable in favour ks a half, could not be ab- 
ſolutely impracticable in favour of the other: to him at leaſt 
there appeared no impraQticability in it; and whoever reads 
page 47 of the bill would Tee that what was is be 
adopted with regard to any commercial inen, might eaſily be 
* to the landed intereſt. The — hon. * 

| 8 
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talks much of the good effect that will ariſe from the-publi- 
city of the meaſure. Bus he cu] not ſee Why one half of 
the community ſhould be judged in a particular and different 
manner from the other half ; it was an invidious diſtindtion, 
and would prove detrimental in its conſequences, He had 
hitherto voted for the bill, becauſe he thought that the ex - 
treme neceſſity of the preſent emergency called for ſome mode 
of raiſing a large ſum of money; but it was not a mode of 
taxation to be had recourſe to in ordinary times. If the 
amendment he hinted at was introduced, the meaſure nes 

then have his complete acquieſcence;" . 
Sir . Dung ſpoke in favour of the Weſt India N ee 

and ſaid, he was ſure that they would not have * to a 
diſcloſure; if it had been required of them 

Mr. Pertival contended that the meaſure would have me 

full effect upon the enemy which was expected to ariſe from 
it; for when it was put in execution, it would cut up by the 
roots all the hopes the enemy ſo fondly entertained from ihe 
downfall of our funding ſyſtem, while it muſt convince them 
that we ſtill poſſeſs reſources. fully equal to any emergency. 
Neither would it trench on the liberties or comforts of the 
ſent race. There were only five or ſix-gentlemen in the 
| Houſe who diſapproved of it, and perhaps a ſe out of the 
Houſe. : The enemy therefore muſt ſee that they have a whole 
country unanimous againſt them. 

Mr. William Smith defended theconſiſtency of Mr. 8 
vrho, he ſaid, might recommend the preference of the aſſeſſed 
taxes as the preferable one of the two, Although many ma- 
terial alterations had been made in the preſent bill, yet it ſtill 
remained ſo objectionable, that he could not vote for i it. The 

radical. qbjection (till continued. which was, that of unequal 
taxation, by taking every ſort of income in the ſame propor- 
tion. His other objection was to a diſcloſure, that had in 
ſome degree been remedied with reſpect to one claſs, yet it 
ſtill remained a great preſſure upon the other Te 
income of a commercial man could not be ſtated in certain 
caſes without danger to him; ſo; on the other hand, the out- 
goings of the landed Gentlemen were matters of great deli- 
cacy. - There ſtill remained ſo much Ss that he wp 
oppoſe. the meaſure. ; 7 
Mr. Tierney ſaid a few words in explanation... N 1 
Ihe Tins General ſaid, that the wiſdom of the Houſe 
; ae laſt year, that a great part of the ſupplies my a, 
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be raiſed within the year; and of the propriety and neceſſity 


of ſuch a meaſure there could not remain a doubt in the mind 
of the man who obſerved how-rivetted it is in the mind of 
the enemy, that, though they cannot fight our fleets or our 
armies, yet they may hope to overpower us, by making us 
perſevere in the funding ſyſtom; but this hope muſt vaniſh; 
when they ſee that We can carry on the conteſt with ene 
againſt them, without materially increaſing the funded debt. 
Doubtleſs, there is great inconvenience in raifing all the ſup- 
plies within the year, and the attempt muſt prove particular 

- inconvenient to ſame particular claſſes, but ſuch is the neceſ- 
ary conſequence of every ſyſtem of taxation. The one now 


propoled involves leſs of them than any other that can be de- : 1 


viſed; it is beiter and more effectual than a tax upon capital, 
or upon articles of conſumption, for capital in land is not 
immediately productive, and therefore cannot anſwer the 
reſent calls, and if you tax articles of conſumption, they 
muſt not be luxuries but the neceſſaries of life, and then you 
. throw the whole burthen upon the middle claſſes of the com- 
munity. 3 | | 5 
The Solicitor, General followed the ſame train of arguments. 
Mr. Elliot and Mr. Tyrwhitt ſupported the meaſure as high- 
ly creditable to the ſpirit of the country, and as the moſt ef- 
teQual that could be adopted to confound the hopes of the 
enemy. 1 OSes The! WSU 
The.queſtion was now loudly called for, and the Houſe 
divided — _ NR | | + 
o 100 95 
Nses, - 2— Majority, 91 * 


- 


Tae Chancellor of the Exchequer then propoſed a variety of 


clauſes by way of riders to the bill, which were agreed to, | ; 


and as he had a great variety of other clauſes to introduce, 
and as there remained'a number of verbal alterations to be 
ſtill made in the bill, he thought it beſt now to adjourn, and 
to take the clauſes into further conſideration the next day at 
three o'clock, that the whole might be gone through at an 
_ early hour, and the bill then ſent to the other Houſe of Par- 
liament. + 6-4-5 renek + 5 | 4 £3811] 
Mr. Tierney aſked, whether there was any. clauſe for ad- 
mitting voluntary contributions? and whether thoſe who had 
given a fifth of theĩt income, were to continue the ſame. 


triotic generoſity. under the new. plan? Ye 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied that the clauſe ad- 
W mittiag 
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mitting voluntary contributions remained {ill in force, and 


therefore there would be no impediment to the e of WL 


fſuch volumary gifts. Fo the ſecond queſtion he had only to 
ſay, that he eould propoſe no clauſe for 2 thoſe who 
laſt year paid a fifth of their income to do the ſame this year. 
On the contrary, it was * opinion that they ought to pay. 
only a tenth. 

Sir Gregory Page Turner hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
had not omitted ſome clauſe i in fayour of widows ny ee | 
with ſmall incomes. , 

Col. Mitford explained the nature ot ſome Aas which 
he intended to propoſe ; after which the other orders of the 
day were deferred, and the 250 3 zat:half paſt 
eleven. 9 e 


1 
— * 


HOUSE Of tals . 
TUESDAY, Ax. „% SL Oe, 
The Newfoundland Judicature Bill, the bill enabling his 


' | Majeſty to take up perſons ſuſpected of ſeditious practices, 
&c. and the bill for exempting volunteers im the local corps 


from ſerving in the militia, were brought up from the Gom- 8 


mons, and ſeverally read a firſt time: 
Eight Naturalization Bills were alſo brought op from the 
Commons, and read a firſt time. 
Tue Armorial Bearing Bill, and the Annual Indemnity 
Bill; paſſed the committee. * - 
The Houſe again reſolved itſelf Into a Yommittce- on Mr. 
Kickett's Divorce Bill, when a clauſe was amended, and the 
| en DIVE to be received the next ay: Tos gong 


N 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TUESDAY, JAN- I. 


0 petition for the incloſure of ſome open land, - 
Sir V. Dolben took occaſion to obſerve that the growth of 
timber was an object of great national importance as it re- 
garded the navy. He was ſorrygto obſerve that timber was 
Hot planted in the grounds which had, been encloſed of late 
years by the authority of parliament, and that in that parti- 
— the public intereſt had been neglected. He wiſhed to 
| fee an order made in the Houſe that when: 56 acres and up- 
"__ _—_— be allowed to be * by parliament, a pro- 
2 | OO 


7 


1 


9 


N 
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© portionable quantity: of ſuch land ſhould be allotted for = 


rowth of timbeg-for the navy. 


Me. Pretropom approved highly of the ſentiments jut ut- 


tered by the hon. Pe hes c to: ſee them : adopted by 
the Tus” 3 * ; 


INCOME "Arte; W Fs: 


The Chantellir of the Exchequer moved the order of the tay, 


to take into further conſideration the Income Bill. 
A great number of verbal amendments were propoſed by 


the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and adopted by the Houſe. 


Sir G. Turner propoſed an amendment to one of the 

claufes, for the purpoſe of providing that of the incpme of any 

widow or, 'ſpinſter, ug to the ſum of 300l. a year, no more 

_ one-twenticth be taken ing this bill. The amendment 
jected. [ 


1 . Pulteney, after taking 2 A general view of, the bill a8 


it, affected landed proprietors and commercial men, maintain- 
ed the propriety of allowing to the landed intereſt the ſame 
advantage of ſecrecy from the aſſeſſor with regard to the diſ- 
cloſure of inconie as was allowed to commercial perſons, and 
for that purpoſe, he moved an amendment in the clauſe which 
| Inlcydes the dath, cc. 

This amendment was ,ſup ported by Sir 775 Pulleney a and 
Mr. Jones; and oppoſed by dhe Chancellor of the Exchegqaer, 
who retatned the objections he had formerly urged-againſt 
it; and alſo by Mr. Simeon, who, although he once approved 


of the general principle of the amendinent, was now con- 


vinced of its danger, if not impraQticability. The amend- 
ment was put and vie 3640 | 
A vaſt number of other verbal aiptiidizents were their 


ropoſed by the Chanzellor of the Exchequtr and adopted by the 
Houſe, but there being {till many remaining, ſome of them 
with blanks to be filled up, the Chancellor o the Exchequer, at. 


6 o'clock, moved, that the Houſe do proceed further 1 in the 
conſideration of the bill the next day. —Ordered. - n 
er, ot wh 
Q 8 { . 2 , 


2 HOUSE Or LORDS. 


path. 27 eng * WEDYESDAY, JAV. 2. 


' The ſeveral bill before the Houſe were each forwarled a 3 


fa 
no report 'of the Divorce Bill (Mr. Rickett 's) was re- 
* 1799. 39 _ * ceived, + 


* 


— 


- 
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_ «tived, and the bill ordered. to be red A third time the next 
day. ' 
Mr, Jahn Smith: iccompanieed by Mr. Pitt, Mr. yder, 
Mr. Long, and a great number of members from the. 1 ouſe 
of Commons, 1A up the Income Bill. * 18 ag 


SS 


| Adjourned. | PO YT" OO Bo 5 2 75 


1 


Housg OF. COMO NSS. 
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 2. 


The Chancellor a of the Exchequer ſaid that having Wee 
a a notice was given that a motion would be made after thie 
holidays to take into conſideration the ſtatements made re- 
ſpeRing the priſon at Cold Bath Fields, it would be neceſ- 
fary to lay before the Houſe ſuch documents as would =—_ 
it information upon that ſubject, aud prepare it for diſcuſſion 
He therefore moved ( That an humble addreſs be preſented to 
his Majeſty, praying he will be graciouſſy pleaſed to give di- 
rections for laying before the Houſe a copy of an affidavitiof 
the keeper of the priſon in Cold Bath Fields, taken before 
Richard Ford, Eſq. on the 31ſt of December laſt, and alfo 
the letter written by his Grace the Duke of Portland by his 
Majeſty's command, in conſequence. thereof.” Ordered. 

A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe their Lord- 
ſhips had agreed to the Cape of Good Hope Trade Regulating 
Bill, the Armorial Bearing Bill, and to feveral'private bills. 

The Chancellor of the Eder moved the order of the day, 
to take into further conſideration the Income Bill, which 
being read, ſeveral verbal amendments were agreed to; and 
there being not a ſingle clauſe offered as a rider to the en- 
Nr. the nn Was ah that _ my ug paſs. wot: 

Ordered. 

And that Mr. John Smith do carry it to the Le, and de. 


ti their concurrence. —Ocdered.. $584 
r ee e e e £0) 05 p60 ao; | 

1 hn t 

; Fu | HOUSE OF LORDS. e Mets, 
e | THURSDAY; JAN. GP pit Reap oo ag 


2 commiſſion under the King's, Sign Manual had Been. 
eee. to give the royal aſſent A the bills that have paſſed 
both Houſes, but the Houſe of Commons having riſen before 


' | the Vier of the Black . 1 ſent to * cheir atten- 


. * | gange, | 
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dance, the rot Was obliged to de deferted till the next | 

da : 
"Me: Rickert 0 Miene Bill was read 4 third Une n 


having. paſſed the Houſe of Lords, was ve to be lene to 
the Commons. 


The Newfoundland Jodtearurs Bill; Sl the Habeas Corgus | 
Suſpenſion Bill were ee and ordered to be read a third 
time the next day. -- 

The e Bill, with amendments was read a third 
time. 

The Lords wergordered t be ed for the next day, 
when the Income Bill is to be read a | ſecond time, 


Lee at What 1 r 
1 "HOUSE or COMMONS. | | 
10 * «|, THURSDAY, JAN. 3. 17 


| The Speaker counted the Houſe at 4 o'clock, ul wa be- 
kind preſent only 17 d an adjournment took Pang of 
un.. : 


* Þ 
Ty "$033 * ler nn 


nnn L900 FRIDAY, JAN. 4. 


The Royal Aſſent was given by commiſſion to the Sell 
Note Bill, and to ſeveral other public and private bills. - 


PN if; 


F e et SOS HABEAS CORPUS ACT. | 


3 15970 Grenville moved the. third reading of the bill for ſuſ- 
b 8 the Habeas Corpus Act, which being read, 
The Earl of Suhl faid, it appeared to him hiphly Aebi 
ſary that miniſters ſhould have aff gned ſome' reaſon for the 
renewal of this bill before they opoled i it to the Houſe; he 
Wanted to know what they had to alledge in that particular? 
Jo bring, forward a meaſure, at all times grievous, and an 
infringement. of the conſtitution, without · any neceſſity for it, 
was highly unjuſt, and of the neceſſity of it there was no 
proof given by his Majeſty s miniſters. At the ſatne time he 
acknowledged that theſe were times of difficulty and danger, 
and if the ſtate was in danger the preſent meaſure ought to 
de adopt d; his opinion of the neceſſity of it was however 
10 be guided by whe evidence that mi ht be adduced, or argu- 

ments urged in its favour ; but he roſe chiefly to obſeive'that 
Ft. e were to be entruſted wüh ſuch an nene 
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power as this bill-yould-confer upon them, they ought, at all 
events, and in all caſes, to uſe it with lenity, moderation and 
bhhumanity. His Lordſhip ſaid, he was led to refleſt on the 

. caſe of a Gentleman whom he had 'notiſeen for 17 ears; 
a man, he would venture to ſay, of as amiable manners and 
Worthy diſpaſitian, as Any he vet Knew. The Gentleman 
to hom he alluded; was Calonel Deſpard. He knew that 
Gentleman when he ſerved, in America laſt war, andi having 
ſucceeded Genera:Mathews on his prmotion, as commander 
of the firſt brigade, he had frequent occaſion to reſort tothe 
public officers, and: a man eaſier of acceſa, or of. mpre/ami- 
able manners, he beer knew, the unfortünate Colonel Andre 
excepted, whoſe fate was lamented. not only by the army, 
but he might ſay, by all Europe, It was not till very lately 
that he knew that. Colonel Deſpard was in the ſituation in 
which he is, and he only happened to learn it a few days ago 


in converſation. He really. knew very litile of the ſituation 

_ of; that Gentleman, and that little. he derived from the-infor- 
mation of. others. If, therefore, he ſhould; happen de late 
any thing that was not correct, he hoped he ſhould he N- 

cuſed, and that his Majeſty's. miniſters would ſet him right. 
Indeed he hoped ſome of the information he had received was 
not true. The u e was, that Colonel Deſpard was 
very ſeverely treated in the priſon. in which he is now con- 

_ fined: that he was kept in a cell of ſeven feet ſquate, Mith- 
out fire, without any other light than came from the! top of 

\ the cell, and withqut a chair, a Wie e any 74 to reſt 
upon but a truckle bed; this was a hard and try ing fituation 
105 W who, at the time to which he ba alluded, 
lived in the. enjoyment of luxuries far heyond his reach, He 
did not, however, know this to be ttue; he only ſtated it upon 


the Information of others. If true, it was a very Hard caſe 
D Gentleman of ſuch rank and character to be thi treated 
Was that which, could not be juſtihed. | He underſtcod ot 
| there was no ſpecified. charge againſt hic; and it was Fai 
that he had been ſo coafined for fix months. He would ap- 
pal. to 0 humanity. of the noble Secretary of State; and 
he would alſo appeal to the humanity of all their Lordlhips, 
and aſk. whether this was a ſituation in which a Gentiechan 
of the rank ny. character of Colonel Deſpard, thould be. 
Placed? He wiſhed, to, know whether, this was a fpeciey/of 
.c£onnnement. fit for a Gentleman f of ſuch a ür : 
_againit whom there was no crime. ſpecifically alledged?” His 
Tae fad he underſtood that the brotticr of Colonel Dat. | 
W r pard - 


- 


— 
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- pard Was ſebe time ago taken up and kept in chm ſinameat 
For abovt fix weeks. He ipfiſted that he had not bean guilry 


of any erime, and that he was entitled to be ſet at liberty, ; 


after which he was told, thefe was no charge agdinft him, 
for that it was his brother Government wanted. Theſe himts, 
. the Earl faid, he mentioned only on the information 66 athers, 
and he hoped they were not true to the extent they had: hee 
rolated to him; and if they were, he hoped that care Would 
be taken to moderate them in futute, as well as to make a 


mild uſe of the power which government poſſeſſed in theſe 


partieulats. Having faid this, he would venture to intro- 
duce another matter before their Lordſhips, not indeed im- 
mediately connected with-the r- before the Houſa, but of 

ſuch a nature as to come naturally into view when an mea- 
ſure was conſidered that had any reference to conſpirachi for 
treaſon. Perhaps he might again be mifreprefented and 
Abuſed for what he was about to do, as he had been for t 
he did, in ſome ef the newſpapers; he alluded 10 the evi- 


dence he gave: on the trial of O Connor at Maidſtane. He 


wiſhed to clear himſelf from any imputation that had been 


caſt upon him upom that ſubject. He had indeed been wan- 


tonly and cruelly. abuſed for the evidence he gavd upon that 
occaſion. He was in Scotland three or four ; 
and at Hopetoun Houſe he ſaw a character of the Earbof 


Suffolk as one of the witneſſes for O'Connor, in Which he 
Was wantonly and groſsly libelled, it being made to appear 


as if he had been the intimate acquaintance of O'Connes. 
He did upon his honour: moſt: ſolemnly declare that heinever 


bad any political converſation with Mr. O'Connor in his life. 


His adquaintance with that Gentleman muſt be datedeleybn 
years back, when his military duty called: him over to Ireland. 
Ra sene del f ar lee Mr. O'Connor ata 
ſriend's in Dublin, * was ſtrongly impreſſed with his coh- 
verſation and manners, Which were extremely intelligent, 
(engaging, and agreeable, In fact, he never met with more 
SGSentſemanlike man in his life, and he never heard from him 
/a, ſentiment that would not do honour to any man in Eng- 


land. Having oecaſien ſoon after to go to Cork to join His 


regiment, he offered Mr. O' Conner half his poſt-chaĩſe and 
they were four days together upon the road. At that time 
Mr. O Connor was not above 21 years of age. He had not 
ſeen him ſince till about tWo years ago, he met Mr. O Con- 


1 mor in London, and invited him to dine with: him, and when 


he named the perſons preſent, their Lordſhips would ſcarce 
. | 98 . ſuppoſe 


. - 
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Er e that if he had been aware of Mr. O' Connor 8 poli- 
rinciples, he ſhould have introduced him to ſueh a com- 


= The perſons preſent were the Duke of Norfolk, be 
ar 


L of. Moira, the Biſhop of Landaff, and another Genile- 


man nom no more, the late Mr. Serjeant Adair, who had, he 


believed, at that time changed his political principles, but that 


neuer made the ſmalleſt alteration in his friendſhip and regard 
_ for ſo worthy, and truly reſpectable, a man. His evidenee was 


afteryards tortured and miſrepreſented in ſome of the papers 


devoted to the intereſt of Government, and he was treated 
ina manner of which his Majeſty's: miniſters, he hoped, 
- were aſhamed. So much was he from having any deſire to 
overſtate any thing on that trial, that when the priſoner's at- 


-tarney ſent to aſł him What wodld be the ſubſtance of his 


evidence, he felt himſelf hurt, and refuſed to ſtate it, but on 

ohh attorney's explaining to him that it was always uſual to 

t into the briefs of counſel a ſtatement of the points to 

_ which each witneſs was competent to ſpeak, he gave him the 

deſired information. He afterwards ſent ſor the, brief, and 

not liking the manner in which his intended evidence was 
ſtated; he croſſed it out, and wrote what he had already men- 


:tioned- Indeed he knew fo little of Mr. Connor, that he 


was ſurpriſed to find himſelf. called upon as a witneſs in his 


behalf. The Earl ſaid he ſtated theſe things becauſe he 
thought it neceſſary to contradict the libels which had gone 
abroad againſt him on account of the evidence which he gave 
at Maidſtone. He ſtated to Lord Hopetoun what he had now 


ſtated to their Lordſhips; and that ohe Lord had ſaid he 


. was much obliged to him, for that the libels which had gone 


abroad upon this ſubject had made an unfavourable impreſ- 
ſion even upon his mind. If that were the caſe with a man 
ſo well informed as Lord Hopetoun, what muſt have been 
their effect on thofe who did not know him, and had not 
the ſame liberality of mind? He would not, however, trouble 
the Houſe any further upon the ſubject: what he had ſaĩd 
he conceiyed to be neceſſary for the vindijcation of his /n 


honour. He begged only to make, one more obſervation. on 


Eo the caſe of Colonel Deſpard: it was not to the confinement 


only of Colonel Deſpard that he objected (although that was 
- bard; if there was no ſpecific charge Sail him), but alſo to 


tte manner of his en ſuch a meaſure was grievous 

ta the 2 it might be the caſe of any ther man in the 
king If theſe things were to be dong 2 any * 
50 nber hen. * man can be ae Hg 
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Tord Cremille ſaid he ſhould anſwer the noble Earl upon 
the ſubject of the bill before the Houſe very ſhortly.” He 
; 8 the reaſons formerly given for paſſing this bill amply 
ſufficient; and thoſe reaſons ſtill remained in ſufficient force 
to induce their Lordſhips to continue it. An 
With reſpect to the complaint of the noble Earl as to the 
Übels ubliſhed againſt him, he could only ſay, he concurred: 
entirely with the noble Earl in reprobating the abominable 
licentiouſneſs of the newſpapers. So far from countenancing- 
any attack bn his Lordſhip, he never approved of any libeis 
that were publiſhed, either againſt thoſe who oppoſed 
ment any more than againſt Government itſelf, The licen- 
tiouſneſs of the preſs was the worſt evil now remaining in 
the country: an evil, in complaining of which, he at that 
time, as at all times, would heartily join the noble Lord; 
for it had grown to ſuch an enormous ſtature in grofſneſs 
and turpitude, that, unleſs ſomething was done to check its 
growth, to diſcharge and diſſipate for ever the poiſon with | 
which it ſo extenſively infected every mind not confirmed „ 
in habits of correct and deep and vittuous thinking, it would 
vitiate at leaſt the honeſt and undeſigning portions of the 
community, perhaps to a degree that might render admoni- 
tion ineffeclual, and inſtruction fruitleſs. On this ſubje& | 
he wiſhed it to be known that he entirely-concurred in ſen- 
timents with thoſe who, in another great aſſembly, had in 
ſuch juſt terms reprobated the indecent and ſeditious pro- 
ceedings of certain individuals. If arguments were watit- 
ing to induce the Houſe to agree to the bill before them, a 
very ſtrong one was to he derived from the contemplation 
of the progreſs that this ſyſtem of perverſion and libel had 1 
already made. Was not the preſs made the engine for load- '| 
ing every inſtitution in the country with low and offenfive- 
abuſe; the conduct of Government odiouſly miſrepreſented; 
Parliament vilihed, and its character diſtorted and traduced?. 
The ſituarion to which the preſs was gone was ſuch; that he | 
had no ſcruple in declaring, if their Lordſhips did not, or | 
rather, if the wiſdom of Parliament did not, provide ſome {1 
effectual remedy (for hitherto. none that was effectual had | 
. 


been deviſed) againſt the ſyſtem of libels which had gone 
forth of vilifying Parliament itſelf, and of bringing it into 
contempt as much as might be in the opinion 5 the lowWer 
orders of the people, and of deluding the ignorant, and cheat- 
ing them out of their own happineſs, they might do What [| 
Mey pleaſed; they might arm the whole country in/its'own - 4 


_ — 
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6, with. O'Connor. He gate the 


3 Alter this explanatzon, could jap impute 2 the 
| Earl any particular acquaintance with Len 5 and 
body. body knewit was impoſſi ible for the noble Earl to have 
bes any thing. diſloyaL or. improper in any ſociety to Which 
Mr. Serjeant Adair gave countenance ; it was therefore very. 
natural or the noble Earl to be ignorant of the real political, 
fentiments of O'Connor. The noble Earl was certainly 
ſinginlat Witneſs'to have been called upon by Mr. O'Connor 
to {peak tö his character; but ſingular as he Was to ſelect, 
e he Was the beſt paſſible witneſs, and the more fit fot 

* „But he might add this without offence. to the 
= Arl, that what had paſſed in the courſe of the laſt; 
twelve months mighi, he conceived, ſufficiently ſerve to con- 
vine him, chat a man may have had a liberal, education, , be 
eaſy of, agceſs, may have an. agreeable. addreſs, and m ay have 
_ intercourſe with the beſt men in ſociety, and. f be 4 1 
and that a man may pofſibl 1 be acquittedo 

a jury in one inſtance, an yet be.i in mul 7 55 a ow ur 5 the; 
worſtz the maſt asd and t ** melt 83 deſerip- 
0 J % Su r 
As to the harſhneſs ry which it was. aid Colonel Def. 
pard had been treated, his. Lordthip laid he did not know, any 
ibing abgut the matter, He had W told lately chat ſome 
kindneſs having been c: e of, that it Was immedi- 
ately diſeguntenanced 2 zovernment, and he believed a re- 
medy veNapplicd.as, bon as the complaint of Colonel Deſ- 
pard was made. He knew not whether the complaints were, 
or were-not, well fqunded,; and indeed the noble Earl him- 
elf ſeemed to have ſome doubts upon that. re hut he 1 

aware, that the ſubject had undergone ſome 1 inveſti * 

veady, and, he knew; that it was abgnt. to. ny; ome it 
iardaopyquiry; an bahad.go 251 lon for think rig that 4 
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add, but that he recommended the bill now before the Houſe 


: 
- 


to their Lordſhips' approbation, upon the ſame reaſons as 


thoſe for which they had adopted it formerly. 

Lord Holland ſaid, it was his intention to have oppoſed this 
bill on a former ſtage of it, and he ſhould have done ſo but 
for an accent, which was that of his being twenty minutes 
too late at the Houſe when it was read a ſecond time. To 


.propoſe ſuch a bill as this under circumſtances very different 


from the preſent, would have alarmed him. but to propoſe it 
without any evidence on the table of the Houſe, or at the bar 
of it, was a thing too extraotdinary to paſs unnoticed, The 
ſame reaſons it had been ſaid exift now, as were urged when 
this bill was before the Houſe on a former day—to which he 
would anſwer, that the reaſons could not be the ſame, for the 
Aituation of the country and of its enemies was very different 


now from what it was then; to ſhew the truth of this he 


ſhould read a paſſage of the Proclamation of April laſt: 


« Whereas it appears that the preparation for the embarkation of troops 
and warlike ſtores are now carried on with conſiderable and enereaſing ac- 


tivity in the ports of France, Flanders and Holland, with, the avowed de- 


ſign of attempting the invaſion of his Majeſty's dominions; and that in 


this the enemy is encouraged by the correſpondence and commnnicatidns of 


traitorous and diſaffected perſons and ſocieties of theſe Kingdoms. 


Did the noble Seoretary mean to tell the Houſe that, not- 
withſtanding all the triumphs of this country at ſea, the pre- 
arations of the enemy are going on with conſiderable, and 
be defired the Houſe to 1 
activity? — It would be inſulting their Lordſhips if he ſaid 
he thought they would ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus without any 
reaſon. He was ſpre he ſhould be inſulting their Lordſhi 
jf he were to ſay they did not highly value the Act of Ha- 
. beas Corpus. He was ſure there was no man who underſtood 
his duty withia the walls of that Houſe fo ill, as not to know 
it was under the Act of Habeas Corpus all, or any of us, walk- 
ed the ſtreets in freedom, and that but for that act every indi- 
vidual. might in an inſtant be put into confinement, to pine 
within the walls, and to be a prey to the horrors of a priſon, 
without hope of any appeal to the laws of his country. It 


was therefore unneceſſary for him to ſay that every one of 


their Lordfhips muſt concur with him, that nothing but the 
moſt imperious neceflity could poſſibly induce the Houſe to 
abandon fo ſtrong a bulwark to the liberty of the ſubject as 
the Habeas Corpus confeſſedly was. It was for the Houſe 10 
| conſider what proof they had before them of the exiſtence of 

Vor. I. 1799, * 3H © | that 
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that neceſſity ; and he begged to deliver it as his opinion, that 
there was no ſuch proot at preſent; indeed there was no 
proof of any kind; but that there had not been at any time 
* ichen theſe four years, during which time the Habeas Corpus 
Act had remained ſuſpended, any evidence of danger to the 
ſtate ſufficient to juſtify the ſuſpenſion of. that glorious act. 
There was flothing to juſtify that common place ex preſſion 
which had been ſo often uſed in ſupport of the ſyſtem of the 
preſent miniſters, „that we muſt give up a part of our li- 
berty to ſecute the remainder.” Were he to admit all-that 
had been urged by miniſters to be true, which would indeed 
be a large conceſſion, the whole taken collectively would not 
be ſufficient for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act. It 
was no reaſon for that ſülpenſion that we were in a ſtate of 
war. The eyils of war were enough of themſelyes, and they 
need not be aggravated by the loſs of our liberties; and al. 
though he did not join with thoſe who were in the conſtant 
habit of pronouncing panegyrics on the conſtitution of this, 
country, when they had ſomething in view that tended to its 
ſubverſion, yet he thought too highly of it to doubt it was ade- 
quate to its own protection even in the hour of trouble or 
turbulence, in which ſtate we were not at preſent involved; 
but the Houle and the public had ſo long been accuſtome! | 
io hear miniſters talk of danger, and under the pretence of it 
to take away the rights of the ſubject, that thepraQice had 
at laſt become familiar, and under that cuſtom the thing was T7 
not oppoſed. If that were nor the Caſe,” he ſhavld like to K 
know why this meaſure was received. ſo cooly? Would that 3 
have been the caſe fix years ago? Would it have been a thing 
as of courſe 10 ſuf ſpend the Habeas Corpus Act (ix years ago? 
He believed not; and yet it ought to be as alarming 10 us 
now as it would Fave cen then. Indeed the cuſtom: of mi- 
- riſters was to call every man a Jacebin, or an advacate for 
| French principles who oppoſed them in any thing; this Was- 
þ a bad argument for taking away the liberty of the whole 
community; and miniſters. ſeemed to think that the: public 
hed forgot there was any way of pinjſhing thoſe who had been 
guilty of high treaſon. He was ready to confeſs that he held 
the Habeas Corpus Act in a light ſo excellent, chat nothin 
but an abſolute conviction that there exiſted a conſpiracy 
which, if not inſtantly ſtopped, muſt mthevitably overturn the 
Government, could induce him ro%apree to this ſuſpenſion. 
. Beſides, he ſhov!deven then take care, before he took away 
to much of the 8 of the ſodjeet⸗ to whom A bers 4-6] | 
. "the 
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the calc of it. 'Centainly not to thoſe who had already, abuſed 
that truſt. + But above all things he muſt inſiſt that he ſhoyld, 
never give ſuch à power to any ſet of men as long. as there. 
was in, this country any. thing; like pe: de and tranguillity.; 
for then it was moſt evident there was no;neceſſity tor ſuch 2 
meaſurẽ. Such were his ſentiments u n this ſüb ect.; 1 
he thought that miniſters ought, in SEL to prop up their 
own character, to ſhew they did not take away this bal wark 
of freedom wantonly ; that was a ſpecies of decorum hie 
they ought at leaſt to obſerve towards the public; it certainly, 
did appear to be a wanton act, for there was not the leaſt, evi. 
dence. of the neceſſity of it—the whole meaſuge reſted upon 
the ſuggeſtion. of miniſters, or elſe it muſt reſt on the general 
diſpoſition of the people, Would the miniſters allow him to 
aſky what were the pt bg of the people of England Z 
The moment the people heard there was any danger to the 
te, they armed in its defence. The moment the learns 
that an inſult had been offered to the petſon of their Monarch. 
they teſtified attachment to his perſon. They ſhewed, that 
although they bewail, as well they might, the evils of. this. 
war; they had nevertheleſs an attachment to te government 
under which they lived ; and therefore, he wou d ſay, that 
the ſuggeſtion of miniſters, that this bill was neceſſary, was a 
calumny on the people of England. But it was ſtated, t at, 
| there exiſted in the country conſpiracies of a deep and inſi- 
0 dious kind, formed by men of ſettled hoſtility to all order and 1 
4 to the laws. Their Lordſhips would remember on this ſub- 
ject, that government brought ſeveral perſons ta frial on 
charges of high treaſon ; that the reports of that Houſe had 


almoſt pre-diſpoſed the whole Britiſh public to pronounce 
them guilty before trial; that the crown in ſhort, exerted io 

the full its ſtrength, and to the full employed its means on 
that memorable occaſion. What had been the refult ? Why 
that the accuſed were honourably acquitted by a jury of-theie. 

_ countrymen, and that there fore the alledged conſpiracies, the 
treaſons and ſeditions of which miniſters had ſpokeh ſo much, 
and which the country regarded with ſo much horror, all diſ- 
appeared; the nation ſobered, and general tranquillity took 
place af general panic. If then o conſpiracy exiſted, if ſe- 
dition had been ſuppreſſed and treaſon routed, what neceſſity 

. could there be for the further ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Car. 

pus Either it was true that nothing of the danger ſtated by 
- - miniſters hen the act was laſt ſuſpended, exiſted at t at no- 
"4 > | 3H 2 ; 4 ment, 
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ment, or miniſters had ſb | N 7 ed the power de- 
tied from the ſuſpenſion of it. If the firſt, 12 not 
_ _ exift 4 neceſſity for paſſing the preſent bill: Tf the ſecond, 
the power" ought to be given to perſons capable of uſing it 
more eſfectually. But he could not admit that even the pre- 
ende of all the dangers ſtated in the ble would ju | 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus, What was this aft? It 
was at act, the operation of which ſecured the perſonal li- 
berty of the ſubject, or enabled him to obtain, without vexa- 
tious delay, a trial by twelve fair men of his Deg From 
this act was derived the privilege of walking the ftreers in 
| fafery, and th#moment it was ſuſpended, the whole country 
would be in the power of the miniſter. It was for their 
| vain therefore, to confider the nature and magnitude of 
vote they were that evening called upon to give. If there 
were danger of invaſion, if feefitions traiterouſly diſpoſed 
perſons really exiſted in the country, to the one the country 
d to oppoſe her vaſt military force, and the other were li- 
able to the operation of the law. And while courts of juſtice 
fat in tranquillity, while the laws of treaſon were compre- 
henfive vigorous ; while the ſpirit of the people mani- 
feſted itſelf in ardent expreſſions of loyalty o the Sovereign, 
and attachment to the conſtitution ; he would aſk, where ex- 
iſts any adequate neceſlity for adopting the preſent meaſure. 
However, there was but one caſe in which he could conſent 
to the ſuſpenſion of the Act of Habeas Corpus. If there really 
exifted a conſpiracy deep and extenſive againſt the govern- 
ment, and that ſome of the perſons concerned. in it were itt 
cuſtody, but who could not be brought to trial without the 
- riſk of giving the alarm to the reſt, he would conſent to ſuch 
'  @ meaſure. He took a rapid view of the ſtate of Ireland; 
denied that the rebellion in that country juſtified any meaſures, 
of new rigour in this; that had the government of Treland 
ameliorated the condition of the people of Ireland, by re- 
moving their grievances, the. rebeſion would never have 
broken out. Whilf talking of the trials at Maidſtone, he 
maintained that Mr. O'Connor had been Donourably acquit- 


* 


ted; [4 cry of Hear ! Hear !} and, connecting this aſſertion 
wich the argument that as no danger of invaſior exiſted, as the 
people generally declared for their government, he contended 
that the preamble ſtated a libel on the loyalty of the people of 
England, which ought never to have appeared. Every noble 
Lord mul See} the neceſſity of, preſerving confidence between 
the governors and the governed; but it mult be ON 
| | , | that 


e 


e 
w 


chat all good confidence was null? If, rhereforey the gover- 


et the example, by ſhewing à confidence in tHe 
here the true policy Was reverfed, che povertorarſhewed a 
diſtruſt in the 2194 And yet expected the people to have 
confidence in them. But | 

that this power ſhould be'givents goternment. What was 
the ſtate of dur public affaſts? Thanks to therathaeſs)of,our 
enemies; thanks to the bravery ant fhill-vf our ſeamen ; 
thanks to Admiral Lord Nelfon, of whom nie could fpeak ei- 
ther in public nor in private but in terms of the greatoſt praiſe 
and affection; thanks al ſo to the Admiralty: for its arrnge- 
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nors of a people wanted the cotrfigeticeof the people they muſt 
people; but 


But the fate of public! affairs nequixed 


ment of our naval force, for he had pleaſufe in acknowledg- 
ing the merit which had diſfinguiſhed that depariment ot our 


executive government; thanks<o all theſe, there us an end 
of all apprehenſion from the efforts of the enemy, as far as 


regarded the ſafety of this &buntry; but this only tended to 


ſhew ſtill further, there was nd plea for the meaſure now be- 


fore the Houſe. Then came the argument, that the execu- 
tive government aſſerted that this meaſure was neceſſary, and 


_ that Parliament ſhould rely on its veracity, and that it was a 
painful thing to miniſters, as well as a dangerous thing to 


government, to expoſe the real evidence they had of the ne- 


_ ceſlity of this meafure. He wanted to underſtand, in what 
... Chapter of the conſtitution of this country he was to learn, 
that it was wiſe to take the evidence of thoſe who are to have 
any propoſed power, upon the neceſſity of granting that 


power? Was not the uniform practice of all the prudent 
of mankind to reject ſuch evidence altogether ? And was 

t not underſtood to be a common courſe of nature, for men 
who have poſſeſſed inordinate power to abuſe it; to become 


impatient at any complaint under the exerciſe of it; to with 
at all events to continue, ſometimes, perhaps, to extend it, 


and finally to care but little for any unpopularity which 
might attend the exerciſe of that power? Theſe conſidera- 


tions, as well as the general principles of our conſtitution, 
inculcated jealouſy of thoſe who were in power, and he ſaw 


nothing to ſhake, but much'to'fix that jealouſy in the preſent 


_ inſtance, The miniſters had cauſed individuals to be charged 
and tried for high treafon. The perſons who had been brought 

io trial, he would ſay, were under great diſadvantages, with the 
reports of two Houſes of the Legiſlature, and wich all the 

- -. influence of thecrown againſt them, and let him ſay it to the 
Flory of the Engliſh law, the effect o 


f the proceedings of the 
CF 
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two: Houſes of legiſlature were refuted by the law of this | 
country, and theſe perſons were acquitted. But the ſyſtems 
of -miniſters was a ſyſtem of alarm, and they endeavoured to, 
| j keep the attention of the public upon its bwn danger, inſtead 
* of looking at the incapacity or corruption of miniſters; it 
vas from this motive that they called every man who op- 
poſed them a Facobin, or a man inclined to favour French. 
principles, and this bill was a part of that ſyſten of alarm 
with which they wanted to ſurprize the good ſenſe of the 
people of this country. It was not his buſineſs to give mi- 
niſters advice how they ſhould conduct their ſyſtem, but he. 
could not help telling them, he did not think this plan of 
ion would continue long; the public were not likely 
to be amuſed for any great length of time with the common 
word Jacobin, or the hackneyed phraſe—* Friend to French 
principles. — This ſignal of alarm would not continue long. 
The public would judge, and would judge freely, of the con- 
duct of miniſters, and the bubble of alarm would, foon burſt. . 
To conclade—when he conſidered the general failure of the 
objects of miniſters in public affairs; when he conſidered the 
zeal and loyalty maniteſted by the people of England; when 
he conlidered the treatment they had met with, and yet the 
conduct they obſerved ; when he conſidered all thoſe things 
he was led to be aſtoniſhed that they ſhould be ſo calumniated 
as to be told this bill is neceſſary. 5 | 
Lord Grenville ſaid, that if the debate on this bill had de- 
pended on the merits of the individuals who compoſe the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration, he ſhould certainly have no hope, per- 
haps no ambition, to convince the noble Lord of the pro- 
priety of any part of the meaſure—indeed it would perhaps 
be difficult to perſuade that noble Lord of the propriety of any 
meaſure of his Majeſty's Miniſters. He had aQted uniformty, 
as if he thought them wrong in every thing; but although _ 
his Majeſty's miniſters had not the approbation of that noble 
Lord, yet they had repeatedly received the ſupport of a con- 
ſiderable part of the Houſe he had now the honour of addreſ- 
ſing. There were ſome minds on which prejudice had ſo _ 
ſtrong an effect that even facts would not alter them; there 
were others on whom facts and the reaſoning and deduction 
+ that followed a ſeries of events had much impreſſion. He 
ſhould; therefore, rather aſk for the aſſent of others in the _ 
' Houſe, than for the aſſent of the noble Lord who had,jult 
oke f 0 N 3 n 
N As to the trial of perſons who were ae quitted at the Old 
5 . 3 . . Bailey; 
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” Bailey, he though the point had been given up, and that ir 
was never to be inſiſted upon again, that the acquittal of theſe 
perſons invalidated the reports of the two Houſes of parlia- 
ment relative to the exiſtence of a conſpiracy againſt the go- 
yernment of this country. Were we to know, at this time, 
after all that had happened, that the acquittal, the honourable 
acquittal, of perſons indicted for high treaſon, was a proof of 
entire innocence? Were we now to learn that it was impoſ- 
ſible for any man to be acquitied, and afterwards prove to 
be guilty of high treaſon ? He would ſay that, fo fat was the 
event of theſe trials from negativing the affertion in the re- 
ports, of the exiſtence of a conſpiracy, that it tended to con- 
firm it; the manner in which the defence of the firſt perſon 
who was put upon his trial, eſtabliſhed, beyond the poſſibility 
of a doubt, the ex iſtence of a conſpiracy in this country, and 
the truth of all the aſſertions in the reports of the two Houſes 
upon that ſubject - and, by the way, before the noble Lord 
ſaid any thing againſt theſe reports again, let him read the 
reports. If he had read theſe reports, he would have fount _ 
that no one perſon was named in the whole of them; that 
they were ſtudioufly left imperfect, even rather than that they 
ſhould be ſuppoſed to inculpate any individual whatever, ſo 
delicate had both Houſes of parliament been upon that ſub- 
ject. But it ſeemed there was no evidence of any conſpiracy. 
Did the noble Lord ever hear that it was proved on theſe trials, 
or was it now doubted, that there exiſted in this country 2 
certain ſociety called the Correſponding Society? The object 
of that ſociety was, under the maſk of parliamentary reform, 
to pull down the government of this country, to deſtroy all 
the protection which is at preſent afforded to property, and to 
introduce'a new ſyſtem of things in this country on the mo- 
del of the French government. Theſe things, his Lordſhip 
ſaid, were proved at the trials at the Old Bailey, to which the 
noble Lord had alluded, and in which acquittals he had tri- 
umphed ſo much. They were fo well underſtood to be proved, 
even by, the Counſel for the priſoner who was firſt tried 
-(Hardy), that the beſt defence the learned Gentlemen could - 
make for their client (lie was not blaming them for it, they 
were right in doing every thing they could for their client); 
but the beſt defence they were able to ſet up was, that no man 
could be ignorant of the facts, but that the priſoner was a 
poor harmleſs, ſimple, inoffenſive man, and that if any miſ- 
chief was intended by any body, he did not know, or was in 
| ſhe leaſt aware of it, and the acquittal of the others, yurned = 


| very 
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much on he. acquittal.of;, the. firſt ; but nobody after 
trials ever thought of 2 he: views. ene 
——— of that ſociety. K 22 
Wich reſpect 10 another point end hr” 8 by e 
noble Lord — his Majeſty's. miniſters namely, that the 
every perſon as a Jacubin who did not agree wii 
them i in politics; all he could (ay. was, that he had not known 
of any fuch diſpoſition yet: but, if. there had been any ſuch 
diſpolition in the miniſters: of Government, he knew. of no 
oppoſit ion that had ever been ſeen in this country to whom 
1 ſuch obligations as they did to the preſent, if 
was their deſire to call tbem Jacobins or men attached to 
French principles. The noble Lord had talked of miniſters 
having alarmed the Houſe and the public, for the purpoſe of 
paſſing the hill now before their Lordſhips ; and had alſq 
complained that the ſecond reading of -it was conducted 4 
quietly, that, had it not have been for the accident of bein 
few minutes too late, he ſhould have oppoſed the bill on the 
ſecond reading. Theſe charges were not very conſiſtent with 
each other, for if alarm was the foundation of the bill, or the 
cover for it, the paſſing it ſecretly would be impoſſible. But 
the noble Lord had aſked on what evidence, miniſters main- 
tained the neceſſity of this bill? He would refer the noble 
Lord to the very evidence, part of which he had reſerred to 
already, {Lord Grenville — the words of the proclama- 
tion in April laſt, which ſtate that our enemies were aided 
and abetted by perſons i in this country, 22 ang then obſerved 
chat the evidence was laſt year deemed ſo ſatisfaRory, that 
a2 ſimilar bill to that now are the Houſe then paſſed una- 
nimouſly. - Had not the fact turned out as his Majeſty's 
miniſters had foretold it > Was it not confirmed. i in the caſe 
of a perſon. who was acquitted, Benourabl acquitted, if the 
noble Lord choſe ſo to phraſe it, at Mai-lone The Houſe 
need not be told he alluded to the caſe f O'Connor. Had 
not that traitor ſince his trial and honourable acquittal, thrown 
| himſelf upon the mercy of that gracious ſoverejgn whom he 
had conſpired with other traitors to dethrone}? Had he 
afterwards, to obtain that mercy, detailed upon his oath/a 
ſeries of the deepeſt deſigns againſt his country, a train of 
treaſonable circumſtances which were afterwards. confirmed 
by-a-rebellion ? But Was that all? Had not another perſon, 
ena federate with O'Connor, O Corgly, been convicted of trea : 
ſion upon the evidence of a paper, by which it appeared chat 
a communication was to de made to the French Directory, 


not 
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not from aby ſoctety in Ireland, but from a fociety-in Eng- 
land? Was not that paper the evidence on which the jury 
conyicted that traitor ? All theſe things he ſtated to ſhe w that 
the aſſertion of there having been a conſpiracy in this country 
was not an aſſertion lightly made. What was the caſe at he 
- preſefit moment? That a treaſonable conſpiracy had exiſted 
in Ireland, ever fince the year 1791, he referred to the re- 
ports of both Houſes of parliament in that country as afford- 
ing the molt undeniable proofs. By this it was manifeſt that 
the deſign had been long conceived of ſeparating Ireland from 
this country. This was planned by a ſociety. —The very 
formation of that ſociety was to put forward a parliamentary 
reform as a Cloak to the real deſign, but not to ſhew that de- 
ſign until they thought ſome imprethon was made on the 
minds of the people; the maſk was afterwards partly thrown 
off, for inſtead of a reform in parliament, they changed their 
language and talked of a free parliament. : Nor was this plan 
the leſs deteſtable on account of religion being made uſe of 
as à cloak to cover its iniquity. The ſame plan was follow- 
ed up alſo in England. Pid any man believe that the real 
deſign of the meeting at Chalk Farm was to reconcile the 
people of England to à peacable, conſtitutional parliamentary 
reform? No man could think ſo who was not blinded by the 
groſſeſt prejudice. This country contained a number of 
di ſaffected men; and it had been made the depot of the trea- 
4 ſonable endeavonrs of many who were concerned in the Iriſh 
: rebellion. As to the idea that the people of England would 
conceive themſelves calumniated by this bill, he owned he 
did not fee the Tmalleſt reafon to apprehend any ſuch thing, 
any more than they would think they were all called mur- 
derers, becauſe a law was made againſt murder; and if he 
thought the diſcontent of the people of England againſt, Go- 
vernment was general, he ſhould not propoſe this meaſure; 
becuſe in ſuch a caſe little could be done by the impriſon- 
ment of à few. But he was perſuaded the people would 
view this bill as miniſters e . to uſe it, not for the de- = 
ſtruction of their liberty, but for the continuance and pro- = 
tection or it; a meaſure which was not. to bring them ta | 
miſery; but was adopted in tenderneſs of their future hap- 
pineſs, as well as of their preſem ſecurity; | 60, 


Lord Holland ſaid, that he never had aſſerted abſolutely 
that the verdict of a jury proved that no conſpiracy did exiſt. 
This much it proved however, that when miniſters did come 

to Parliament and aſk for extraordinary powers, nat they had 


* 
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taken up perſons who were not guilty of that conſpiracy, or 
that, there, was no conſpiracy at all. This point the noble 
Secretary had been very ready to debate, but he had carefully 
avoided ſaying one word on the main ſubject, nor had he 
touched upon ſeveral arguments which he had ſtated ;. nor 
did he ſay any thing of the preſent ſtate of the country to 
juſtify. the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus. The reaſon re- 
Cited in the preamble laſt year was, that the enemy were about 
to invade this country, and that they were about to be aſſiſted 
by their partiſans. in the deſign. It was not aſferted, how- 
ever, that this was now the ſtate of the country. He did 


\ 
/ 


not think that although this. might be the fact, it neceſlarily- 


fallowed that this was ſufficient. reaſon for the ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas Corpus. With reſpect to the trials at Maidſtone, 
the paper of which Quigley was the bearer, did not prove 
that the conſpirators in this country were numerous or power- 
ful. It was not. ſigned, and ſurely the French Government 
could never have been ſo abſurd as to ac upon ſuch a docu- 
ment as the proof that they would meet with co-operation. 
Tf the allegation, that there were diſcontented men in the 
community, was deemed: ſufficient, the conduct of a very 


few men might, on every occaſion, be taken as the pretence. 


for depriving a whole nation of its privileges. With refpe& 
to what had been ſaid of Mr. O'Connor, he ſaw no reaſon 
why he might not have been ſaid to be honourably acquitted, 
He had been acquitted of the crime for which he was tried 
at Maidſtone, and though he was afterwards proved to be 
guilty of other treaſons, that did not infer that he had not 
been properly acquitted of a previous charge. The noble 
Lord had alluded to the ſituation of Ireland. Did the noble 
Lord think that diſturbances in Ireland was a good reafon for 
ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus here? He thought not. Phe 
noble Lord himſelf had ſaid, that there was food and fuel for 
rebellion in Ireland. What then wasfto be done? Would it 
not be the beſt way to remove that fuel,” rather than''make 
laws againſt thoſe who are ſuppoſed to be diſpoſed to ſet fire 
to it? The ſyſtem purſued in Ireland gave us ſtrong reaſons 10 


think that ſevere laws were not the remedy for ſuch an evil. 


Under all the attempts to repreſs it by legiſlative ſeverity, the 
rebellion of Ireland had increaſed; and if it was fuppreſſed, 
it was by the valour of our troops, and the gallantry of our 
ſeamen. We had not much reaſon then to rely upon the eſ- 
fects af the ſyſtem acted upon by miniſters, from the example 
of Ireland. He thought he had heard the noble Secretary 
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ſay (and he' begged to be underſtood that he did not willingly 
miſtake), that the purport of the bill was to enable miniſters 
to take up perſens on bare ſuſpicion without proof Lord 


Stenville eried Ns ?}. Certainly he conceived the object of 


ſuch a bill to be, to enable Government to put off the trials © 
erſons detained, upon ſome good rcaſun to believe that their 
trials might be attended with diſadvantage to the whole com- 
munity. The noble Lord ſaid, that inftead of being brought 
forward to-excite alarm, the bill had hitherto paſſed quietly. 
It was not a very conſolatory refleQion; however, that it did 
fo paſs. It was a proof that the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus had now become ſo common as to be conſiqered a mea- 
fure of courſe, - a meaſure nowiſe important or intereſting, 
The noble Lord too had ſaid, that the principles of certain 
perſons in Ireland and here were the fame ; and he alluded to 
the meeting at Chalk Farm. Certainly, however, it was not 
the courſe of conſpirators which the perſuns then aſſembling 
had followed; and if they had entertained the deſigns imputed 
to them, they probably would have taken another courſe. 
Government, in his mind, would much better conſult the 
tranquilkty of the country, and the ſafety of the conſſſtution, 
by removing grievances, taking away colourable pretexts, 
and by leaving as little fuel as poſſible for rebellion, for in- 
cendiaries to work upon, by TAOW: | 
The Houſe then divided, IF | 
. Contents, (for the third reading of the bill) 26 | 
Nat Contents ' Oo fn On 1 Majoriiy 25. 


bei dan b Nt g 
Lord Grenville having moved that this bill be read a ſecond 
time, | 4 - ' (4 4 


Lord Holland objected to the bill's being then read a ſecond: 


time, urging the neceſſiiy of not hurrying a mealure of ſuch” 


magnitude through the Houſe, and declaring that paſt expe- 


rience ſhewed the impdlicy: of precipitately carrying bills of 
finance through bath Houſes of Parliament; nay in the very 
laſt ſeſſion they had paſſed through a finance meaſure of con- 


ſiderable.importance{the land tax redemption bill) ſo haſtily, 
that as ſoon as it came to be carried into execution, it was 


found to be ſo imperfect that it had been abſolutely neceſſary 
to bring in a bill, as ſoon as the preſent ſe ſſion commenced, 
to amend and correct the act of laſt ſeſſion, ſo as io give it 
prad ĩcability and effect; and that bill, their Lordſhips would 


recollect, had already received the Royal aſſent, That ex- 
31-2 ample 
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atop alone therefore ought to Induce the Houſe to proceed 
' now 


with more caution and more” deliberation, and not al- 


woſt the next day after a bill had been jinfroduced, that went 
to take ten millions out of the pocket of the ſubject, which, 
if it failed, would entail the moſt calamitous conſequences 


on many valuable claſſes of the people, to proceed to the ſe- 


cond reading of it. Their Lordſhips ought 10 be allowed 
ſomewhat more tire to conſider of the principle of the bill, 


| before they were called upon, to give it their fahction. He 


hoped, therefore, there would be no objection to poſtponing 


the ſecond, readirſy to Monday next; and with that view he 


*%s 


moved, that the Houſe do now adjourn. 


viſe a ſpecies of taxation ſo completely and entirely. equal as 


0 


Lord Grenville ſaid, that where a meaſute was of great im- | 
portance, and the principle of it, from its nature, was not 
clearly to be conceived without much previous examination, 


| he ſhould ever hold it his duty to give ample time for due de- 


liberation, and, above all things, to avoid the indecent office 
of preſſing it upon their Lordſhips with unbecoming haſte 


and precipitancy ; but in the prelent inſtance he ſaw no rea- 


ſon whatever to warrant the delay of a day or two before the 
Houſe proceeded to read the bill a ſecond time. That Houſe 
had already recogniſed the principle of the bill, which was 


extremely ſimple, and had nothing complicated or difficult 


in it. They had acted upon it laſt year, when they agreed 
to the aſſeſſed taxes bill, which was founded preciſely on the 
ſame principle, viz. the principle of raiſing a large portion 
of the ſupplies of the year by the exertions of the ſubjeQs, 
and their conſenting to ſubmit to a contribution adequate to 
that object, rather than the money ſhould be raiſed as here- 
tofore, by loan, which would neceſſarily entail! a load of 


_ -taxes on them in perpetuity. So univerſally admitted was 


the wiſdom and policy of adopting that principle, that he 
had not conceived there eould have been one noble Lord 


found, or one individual capable of judging upon ſuch ſub- 
Jess, who would have expected or deemed it in the ſmalleſt 


degree neceſſary for him to have ſaid a word in its recom- 


mendation. The experiment of the principle had been laſt 


year tried and tried with ſucceſs, and the preſent bill was no- 
thing more than following up the principle by another mode 


of taxation, and endeavouring tomake it bear more equally, 


and with greater effect, upon the different ranks. of people. 
It had long been received and ſubmitted. to as an undeniable 
axiom, that it was impoſſible for the ingenuity of man to de- 


o 


99 


Lord's motion to adjourn, N 


The Earl of Sue ſaid fo far from pony to the princi- 


* 
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io reach ihe ſummit of perſeQion, ; nor. was .it,im; meaſures f 
finance alone that it was impoſſible, to attain perks jon, it was 
N from, all human efforts of eyery kind whatigever ; 


but 


cauſe abſolute perfection n the equal bearings of, à mode 


of taxation could not be hoped for, there was no teaſon why an 
obvious improvement on a mode already tried, 185 an endea- 
ho 


your to bring it ſomewhat, nearer to perfection, ſhouſd be ob- 


jected to; he, therefore, was not a little ſurpriſed at the noble 


Lord's wilhin to oppoſe the ſecond reading of a bill, which the 

were not called upon to.read a ſecond time the next day after it 
came into the Houſe, hut which had been two days before their 
Lordſhips, and the prinis of which lay upon the table. If the 
detailed parts of it were liable to objection, the noble Lord would 
recollect that the bill muſt be read a ſecond time before the 
Houſe could go into the diſcuſſion of the enacting clauſes, and 
therefore the ſooner the bill was read a fecond time the better; 
or if thoſe who meant to oppole the bill intended to reject it, 
that was a reaſon likewiſe for proceeding to read it, as the ſoonet 


it was rejected the more time would of courſe remain for the 


introduction of a new one in its roons. His Lordſhip repeated, 
that the excellence of the principle of the bill, and the-prefer- 
ence which every conſiderate man gave to it over the cuſtom of 
railing the ſupplies by loan, were fo well known that he could 


not ſee any Juſt reaſon for delaying” the ſecond reading of the 


bill that evening, and therefore he muſt object to the noble 


ple of the bill, it was a principle which he had always conſider- 


ed as the only wiſe principle of taxation in time of expenſive. - 
war, and which their Lordſhips might recollect he had himſelf 1 
recommended laſt year in that Houle, as a principle more equal 


and more juſt than the mode then adopted, and if in the begin- 
ning of all wars the carrying the principle into effect would 
open the eyes of the people, and by ſhewing the conſequences 
of war would make them not much inelined to engage in every 


war that miniſters ſhould propoſe to plunge the country into. 
But rhough that was decidedly his opinion, yet when he conſi- 
dered the great object of the bill, which bore immediately and 


with a heavier prefſure upon their Lordthips than any other 
order of the people, for their Lordihips*- property; he would 


venture to declare, was ten times gteater in amoont than all 
the property ot the other branch ot the legiſlature, he could not 
but object to the inde cent haſte that his Majeſty's miniſters 


wauted to lead that Houſe into; and declate that the poſt- 
70 15 5 poning 
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the ſecond reading of the bill till Monday was a 
rin ae much ſhorter, than 'ought to be HY "He 
muſt alſo alledge as a reaſon why the Houſe ought to proceed | 
more defiberately with a bill of ſo much importance, and which 
Was calculated to take ten millions out of the pockets of the 
people at once, that the proper attention had not been paid to 
it efſewhere, and he thought he had a right to fay, that the 
Houſe of Commons had hurtied it through with great preci- 
pitancy, arid had afforded ground for complaint by paſſing the 
clauſes lately introduced in very thin Houſes. . Thoſe clauſes 
were by no meins inſignificant, and ſhould have been attended 
in another manner. The words Order, Order, were uttered- 
by ſeveral Lords. }Þ—* Why then my Lords, ſaid his Lordſhip, 
turn your eyes'inwards, and look at the thin attendance in your 
own Houſe this day; are the number of Peers now preſent as 
many as ought to attend the.confideration of a bill of ſo much 
importance. I will ſay, my Lords, that ſuch thin attendances 
are a difgrace to the legiſlature ?** . 
Lord Grenville roſe again to aſſure the noble Earl that he 
had been extremely miſinformed as to the ſuppoſed precipitate 
treatment of the bill in another place. So far from it, he could. 
take upon him to aſſert that no preceding bill of finance had 
ever experienced ſo full or fo frequent a diſcuſſion of all its 
parts; neither had any bill whatever been more ſcrupulouſſy 
examined and i 7 upon as that then under their Lordſhips' 
conſideration. With regard to the debates upon it, it was true 
they had not been occupied by long ſpeeches, but the members 
had been much more uſefully employed in modelling, ſhaping. 
and fniſhing the ſeveral clauſes, ſo as to render them practi- 
cable, and as little objectionable as poſſible ; and in order io ef- 
fe& this no time or pains had been ſpared. Even the clauſes 
latterly introduced had been all fully opened, and the view of 
them explained in the cleareſt mannef not perhaps to very 
full attendances, | but to ſuch Gentlemen as had turned their 
minds moſt to the ſubject, and had taken a leading mare in 
every proceeding upon the bill. He thought it neceflary to ſay 
thus much to'fatisfy the noble Earl, although to do this he had. 
fallen into ſome little irregularity, as it was not the province of 
that Houſe to interfere with what paſſed in another place, or 
to enter into any diſcuſſion of the manner in which it had con- 
ducted itſelf. He bad, however, heard nothing to induce him 
to withdraw his motion, that the bill be read a ſecond time that 
evening. | ks, r 
Lord Holland faid, the Houſe might be ſatisfied that he ne- 
| | : ver 
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ver would act fo diſorderly as to allude improperly;t what paſ- 


ſed in another Houſe of parliament, but he ſtill thought. that 


more time ought to be allowed before the bill was yead a; ſecond 
time. It was very true the prints of it lay upon the table, and 
the bill had been three days in the Houle, but yet it was not 
poſhble for noble Lords to have read. it, or to be prepared to 
ſay, that they agreed to the principle on the naked ſtaten 

of it in the abſtract. Laſt year, upon the ſame principle, an 
experiment had been tried in the tripple aſſeſſment of the taxes. 
and that experiment had failed 3..apd the pretence for, the pre- 


ſent bill was, that it would operate more equally, and to a lar- 


ger extent; that was at preſent merely a ſpeculation, and be- 
fore noble Lords committed themſelves to it, they ought to have 
time for conſideration, and to alk, themſeves how. far they 
thought it wile to take it for granted? The bill had been much 
| miſunderſtood without, people having till very lately been de- 
ceived as to its object, and Jed to imagine that it was to ſuper- 
ſede all other taxes, and that it was only a temporary mraſuie 
to continue one year. That deception undoubtedly was now 
at an end. He owned for one he had maintained convetſa- 
tions on the ſubject with men competent to ſpeak of it, and 


was not therefore altogether a ſtranger to the nature of the bill. 


Latterty, however, he had not ſo much attended to it, and had 


rather 17 it right to reſerve the making up of his mind 
the bill came regularly before the Houſe; but he 


upon it, til bill « 
could not ſay that he perfectly underſtood. it, which he took 


ſhame to himſelf for not doing, but as far as he could judge for 
himſelf, he rather thought it likely to continue for ten years at 


leaſt; nor was it a ſatisfactory argument to his mind, that the 
principle ought to be adopted, becauſe abſolute, perfection, in 


point of equality in taxation, was admitted to be utterly, unat- 
tainable'; but that this bill attempted, what it was right to at- 
tempt, namely, to approach nearer to that perfection than the 
legiflature had done before. That argument might be urged 
with equal advantage in favour of any other bill, upon the ſub- 


jedt of taxation. Another reaſon, which he muſt again urge, 
for'more-time before the Houſe proceeded further with the bill, 


was the conſideration of the calamitous effect the bill wauld-: 


have, if it failed. In that caſe it would drive hundreds and 


thouſands to diſtreſs, and from diſtreſs to deſpair... That conſi- | 
deration alone, in his mind, was an unanſwerable argument, 
and would make it a matter of conſcience with him to perſiſt 


in his motion to adjourn. | 1 TNs! OY 
The Lord Chancellor left the woolſack to expreſs. his ſurpii 
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that there ſhould have ariſen a ſingle difficulty about reading 
the bill a fecond time, when their ſole object in ſo doing was 
the adoption of the principle of it; a principle which the Houſe 
Had adopted and acted upon fo lately. That principle reſted 
upon two clear and diſtinct propoſitions :—the one propoſition 
was, whether it was wiſer to raile a conſiderable portion ↄf the 
ſupplies of the year within the year, by a larger contribution 
on the, part of the people, than by the mode of a loan, which 
would make more taxes neceflary to pay the intereſt, and that 
in perpetuity ?—The other propoſition was, how. far, if the firſt 
propofition were admitted, the means provided by the bill were 
calculated to carry that propoſition into practicable effect? With 
regard to the firſt, it was no new ſubject of diſcuſſion. —The 
witdom and the principle of raiſing a large ſhare of the ſupplies 
within the year had been conſidered at a period to which the 
memory of the noble Lord at leaft would not go; ſo long ſince 
as-the year 1778, when it was a topig treated by various writers 
who examined it with conſiderable powers of reſearch, and the 
arguments on both fides were brought forward, and the objec- 
tions it was Hable to, as well as the reaſons in its favour, were 
fairly ſtated, in fact the argument was carried as far as it would 
bear. That a wiſh to have the principle of raiſing a conſider- 
able part of the ſupplies within the year, by the mode provided 
by the preſent bill, was felt, and deemed the moſt preferable 
mode, he could eaſily prove by producing copies of the petitions 
ſent up laſt ſeſſion by Leeds and other populous trading towns 
and corporations in different parts of the kingdom, in which 
that mode was expreſsly recommended, and deſired to be adopted 
inſtead of the meaſure of the tripple aſſeſſment. With regard 
to the ſecond propoſition, viz. how far the means of rendering 
the principle practicable and carrying it into effect were to be - 
found in the proviſions or the bill, that was a matter to be diſ- 
cuſſed in conſidering the detail. of the bill, and conſequently 
could not be got at till after the bill had been read a ſecond 
time, and was referred to a committee. Why, therefore, the 
noble Lord ſhould object to the immediate reading the bill a 
ſecond time, he could not imagine. W ne | 
Lord Holland roſe again, and ſaid, that the noble and learned 


Lord had, by ſtating the two propoſitions diſtinaly, given him 


additional ground for wiſhing for more time, becauſe every 
noble Lord muſt aſk himſeif, whether he could fo haſtily adopt 
the ſecond propoſition, that the bill was a practicable means of 
raiſing the ſupplies, or at leaſt a great part of them, within the 
year? Miniſters had, laſt ſeſſion, brought forward the tripple 
Rn Wore | aſſeſſment 
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means to cite, that purpoſe, and nope they 
ad 12; Sal, and bei forward, wit another mea - ; 
ret9 ect it, liſdig then behove rbeir, Lordthips to confider 
8 & better practicability of the preſent propolition before 


ted. to him, that, hy mot having oppoſed the ſecond Mie a 

| n 
ALS which it was the general practice o miniſters. to avail - 
themſelvęcs ht they bad periuaded the 1 45 to pals the 


Rage of ihe Jecond ending —With regard to the noble Seele 
tary. on the croſs bench Tay ing, that if it was meant to reject t 7 ; 
bill, e ol 


i! the ſooner it was read 2 ſecond time the better, he could 
y conſider that as an argument addreſſed to .thote noble 
e 


it. As to the uſe of delay he preſſed for, how did he know, if 
the bill were rejected, but "that a loan might be reſorted to? 
At any rate he thouglit further time might be uſeful. 
Ihe Lord Chancellor left the waolſack to ſay, that the noble 
Lord had himſelf ſuggeſted a reaſon for reading the hill a fecond - 
time dircctly, which had not occurred to him as applicable to. 
the preſent queſtion, viz, that it was highly neceſlary to ex: 
amine how far the firſt propoſition was rendered practicable by 
the grovißtons of the bill. If. ſo, undoubtedly it was fit to read 
the bill a ſecond time without further delay, as it was impoſſible, 
to judge of the practicability of eſſecting che aim of the far 
ptopoſition that the proviſions of the bill promiſed, before thoſe. 
ptoviſions came ee under diſcuſſion, which could only be 
„„ cc RY KA. 
Lord Halland repeated his former argument, and ſaid, he. 
meant to attend to the future confideration of the hill, but he 
- promiſed the Houſe, that as he was aware of the peculiar regu- 
lations adopted and acted upon by the other Houle, in reſpect 
to the bijls of that nature, he never would wantonly and with- 


ont ſerious and weighty cauſe, move an alteration which ſhould 


FRE endanger the fate.ata bill of- importance.” 7. -- 
Lord Auckland. ſaid, he would detain the Houſe but a very. 
few minutes; he roſe merely to contradict an aſſertion that had 
been mage more than once in the courſe of the debate, viz, that 
' - the; mealure of the: triple aſſeſſment of the taxcs had failed. 
4 He denied the truth of that aſſertion. moſt degidedly, the fact 
being careftly the reyerſe. The Aſſeſſed Taxes were, he be- 
5 lie ved, given for ſeven million, and the money that had come in 
Vol. I. 1799. 1 „ from 


- 
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from them and the public ſpirit of the country, amounted to 
half a million more. What he meant to have ſaid further on 
the ſuhject of the bill, he would reſerve to a more convenient 
opportunity, and if he underſtood the noble Lord (Lord Hol- 
land) rightly, that noble Lord meant to oppoſe the bill in the 
committee, and to have what he had ſaid, conſidered as a no- 
ice of ſuch his intention. He wiſhed to know. if he meant to 
give ſuch a notice??? | was 
Lord Holland ſaid, he had expreſsly declared that it was not 
his intention to move any alteration in any. particular clauſe, 
for the reaſons he had ſtated; but he ſhould on the third read- 
ing examine and diſcuſs the proviſions of a bill, which, if it 
failed, muſt, as he had before ſaid, be productive of very cala- 
mitous conſequences to many claſſes of people. * 
The queſtion was put, and the bill was read a ſecond time, 
and committed for Monday next. HERES. 
Adjourned. © 


4 8 | 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Re FRIDAY, JAN. 4. | 


The Verf acquainted the Houſe that he had attended in 
the Houſe of Peers, where the royal aſſent was notified by com- 
miſſion to the Armorial Bearing Bill, the Land Tax Bill, the 
Newfoundland Judicature Bill, &c. and to ſeveral private bills. 
Mr. Steele acquainted the Houſe that his Majeſty had been 
waited upon with an addreſs of that Houſe, requeſting the affi- 
davit of the keeper of the Cold Bath Field priſon reſpecting the 
treatment of the ſtate priſoners, with which requeſt his Majeſty 
was moſt'graciouſly pleaſed to comply: 1 2 


Mr. C. Long then brought up the affidavit alluded to, toge- 
ther with the Duke of Portland's letters to the Marquis Titch- 
field, and to the keeper of Newgate, ke. 
© Ordered to lie on the table for the peruſal of the members. 
Mr. Broderick moved for ſeveral papers and accounts prepa- 
ratory to the introduction of the India Budget. —Ordered. - 
A meſſage from the Lords acquainted. the Houſe that theix = 
Lordſhips had agreed to Rickett's Divorce Bill. OO OMe 
I Adjourned till Monday. e 


o 


— - 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
OUS ai neee, IF 
© The Indemnity and the Volunteer Corps Exemption Bills 
TK * en e * een keene. Pol were 
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were reported with amendments; and afterwards read a third- 
time and paſſed · 

The Income Duty Bill was reported without abet, 


and ordered to be read a third time the neſt day; and the Lords 
to be ſummoned. | 


Ad jourtied. 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
MONDAY, JAN. 7. 


The Speaker acquainted the Houfe that he had teceived no- | 


tice from the Court of Directors of the Bank, that on and af- 
ter the 14th inſtant, the Bank would pay in cath, during the 
uſual hours of buſinefs, all fractional ſums under five pounds: 
and that on and after the firſt of February next, the Bank 
would pay in caſh for all notes of one and two pounds value, 
that are dated prior to the firſt of July 1798; or exchange 


them for new notes of the ſame value at the option of the hold- 


ers: the Speaker alſo acquainted the Houſe that he had, agree- 
able to the act paſſed laſt ſeſſion, for continuing the reftriction 
on the caſhe payments, cauſed the above notice to be inſerted 
in the London Gazette: 


The Amendments made by the Lords in the Indemnity Bill 


were read and agreed to. 


A meſſage from the Lords acquainted the Houſe; that their 


Lordſhips had agreed to the Newfoundland Judicature Bill; to 


the bill for continuing the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Cerpus, 


. and to ſeveral Naturalization Bills. 
The liſts prepared by the Clerk, agreeably to the proviſions 


of the India Judicature Bills, were referred to a committee to 


examine and report the names of ſuch members of that Houſe 

as ſhould occut more than twenty times in choſe liſts: 

h Acyourned, 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 
. tvgDAY, JAN. 8, 


«dat bills before the Houſe were forwarded i in their — 


1 ſtages, read a third time and paſſed. 


CONFINEMENT OF COLONEL paabann fee. 


Previous to the order of the day for the third reading of 
the Income Tax Bill being read, 

The Earl of Suffelk roſe © and called the attention of the 
3 K 2 Houſe 
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Houſe to, what Had fallen from him on a former night, re- 
ſßpecting the arreſt and confinement” of Colonel Deſpard. 
Part of what he had {lated at that time, he underſtood to have 
been perfectly correct; but with reſpect to a certain point, 
from what had ſince come to his knowledge, he was afraid 
he had, on account of previous miſinformation, miſtated the 
fact; and he regretted that he ſhould inadvertently be made 
the medium of ſending. forth any thing implying a charge 
againſt the executive government, which was unfounded. 
But he had ſince received a letter from a perſon apparently 
well acquainted with the concerns of that Gentleman; his 
Lordſhip wiſhing to convey what he meant to communicate to 
the Houſe, in the language of the letter-wrizer, read an ex- 
tract from the letter: this ſet forth, in ſubſtance, that the 
writer had been acquainted with Colonel Deſpard while the 
latter was employed as ſuperintendant at Honduras, and 
ſpoke of his character as an officer highly reſpectable; that 
he was appriſed of the circumſtances of his arreſt and con- 
: finement ; that he was confined in a cell as cold as the open 
ſtreet, and deſtitute of furniture; that he was ſupplied only 
\. with the common priſon allowance; but that about ſix weeks 
ſince, in conſequence of an order from Government, he was. 
taken out of ſuch a difgraceful fituation and removed into a 
more comfortable room. The point in which he had been 
miſinformed, and which, in conſequence, he had erroneouſly 
ſtated to the Houſe was, his aſtertion, that the brother of 
Colonel Deſpard had been arreſted and confined for ſome 
time through miſtake, that he had ſince learnt was not the 
ſact: it was the Colonel himfelf that had been apprehended, 
but before the meaſure of ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus Act 
tock place; and. after detaining him ſix weeks, Government, 
not being able to ſubſtantiate any charge, had liberated him. 
; Iramediately after the bill paſſed laſt year, the Colonel was 
© apprehended a ſecond time, and had been confined ever fince 
| in Cold Bath Fields Priſon in the manner before deſcribed” 
_ until the period he had mentioned. {re AER o 
| | The writer of the letter from which he learned the fore- 
going facts, was, he confeſſed, entirely unkhown to him. 
He had offered to wait on him and give him further informa- 
tion, but he had declined the interview.” The letter there- 
fore requiring no anſwer, the communication dropped. He 
would however put the circumſtances of Colonel Deſpard's 
., Caſe, and the conduct of miniſters upon the occaſion, to the 
ſeelingꝑs. and conſideration of that Houſe, and alk whether, 5 
„ 5 . * 
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the powers entruſted: to miniſters at preſent, it might not be 
placed in the fame. ſituation ? The circumſtance of the Co- 
fonel's being an officer of rank, and formerly converſant 
with all the comforts and luxuries of life, (and he had on a 
former day ſtated, that from the high ſituations Colonel Deſ- 
pard held in the army, he kept, and was entitled to keep, as 
ſplendid a table as any, the moſt opulent, of their Lordſhips) 
was a matter of aggravation. He had not ſeen Colonel Deſ- 
pard theſe 18 years, nor did he mean to ſee him, but he muſt 
lay, that it reflected much diſeredit upon thoſe to whoſe de- 
partment the ſuperintendance of ſuch affairs was entruſted, 
that ſuch treatment to Britiſh priſoners, of any deſcription, 
was tolerated ; the more ſo, after what had been written and 
publiſhed by that excellent man and genuine philanthropiſt, 
the late Mr. Howard, was Confidered—a man whoſe humanity 
would not ſuffer himſelf to content himſelf with examinin 
the ſtate of the priſons of his own country, but whoſe inde- 
fatigable ctforts to do good to the moſt wretched of his fel- 
| low-creatures prompted him to explore the jails and dungeons 
of a great part of the continent. Therefore, though a 
Howard himſelf, he muſt do the memory of the worthy man 
to whom he alluded the juſtice to declare, that no perſon that 
ever bore his illuſtrious name, reflected more real honour on 
that and on the Britiſh nation. | 8 
The Duke of Portland ſaid, that after what had been ſaid, 
it was abſolutely neceſſary. for him to ſay a few words, and a 
very few they ſhould be. Had heimaginedthat the ſubjeR, after 
what lately paſſed reſpecting it in another place, would have 
been that day agitated in that Houſe, he would have brought 
down official documents in his pocket, to prove. that- all the 
aſſertions of the noble Earl were founded on miſinforma- 
tion. So far from the complaint that negle& was ſhewn on 
the part of Government, to the repreſentations reſpecting 
Colonel Deſpard's inconvenient ſituation being true, the fact 
undeniably was, that as ſoon as a repreſentation was, made'to 
his office, immediate attention was paid to it, and orders were 
iven for his being removed, and every accommodation com- 
| Patible with the nature of his caſe was afforded. The diſ- 
cuſſion of ſubjects of that nature in Parliament unneceſſarily, 
and without good evidence of facts, could do no good, but 
muſt lead to much miſchief ; but as ſo much had been faid 
in both Houſes, ke ſincerely wifhed that the matter might 
undergo a regular inveſtigation, by which means alone the 
real facts could be aſcertained. ? "IE 
e 


w * 


\ 
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; The Earl ef Suffolk ſaid that he muſt riſe in conſequence 
of what had fallen from the noble Duke, and contradi& the 
_ aſſertion; that immediate attention was paid to the applica- 
tion of Colonel Deſpard, reſpecting that Gentleman's ſitua- 
tion. He had dined, the preceding day, in company with 
2 Gentleman who had made much enquiry into the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe (Mr. Courtenay); he did not know Mr. 
Courtenay was to be of the party, their meeting, therefore, - 
was purely accident, but that Gentleman had aſſured him, 
that every word he had ſtated in the Houſe of Commons te- 
ſpecting Colonel Deſpard's ſituation was true, and that he 
was able to bring complete proof of it; and that not only one 
application had been made by Mrs. Deſpard to repreſent 
her huſband's ſituation, but ſeveral, ſo long ago as April, 
again in May, and again in June laſt, both to the Duke of 
Portland and Mr. Wickham, and that little or no notice was 
taken of them, till very lately; and. that ever after his re- 
moval from his cell, he was denied wine or any ſpirituous li- 
quors, and was but meanly accommodated ; and that it was 
not until Mr. Reeves's viſit to Colonel Deſpard, and perſonal 
enquiry into the caſe, that the hardſhips were alleviated. The 
reſult: reflected much credit on Mr. Reeves; and his Lord- 
| ſhip expreſſed his firm belief, that the ſtatements off Mr. 
Courtehay were correct, and that Colonel Deſpard's repreſen- 
tations were not attended to by Government until the period 
above-mentioned. 5 e lg „* 
Lord Grenville ſaid, he conceived it neceſſary to ſay a few 
words in conſequence of what: fell from the noble . 
Every noble Lord muſt agree, that all priſoners ſhould be 
treated with as much lenity as ſhould be conſiſtent with the 
ſafety of their reſpective ſituations, and the objects of their 
confinement. The benevolent exertions of that great phi- 
lanthropiſt alluded to by the noble Lord was entitled to every 
commendation in conſequenee of whoſe writings, and the 
mild adminiſtration of the ſyſtem of the Britiſh Government, 
the priſoners of our nation were placed in a ſituation far ſu- 
7 to thoſe of any other country on the face of the globe. 
ith reſpect to the particular caſe in queſtion, he would 
caution. the noble Lord and the Houſe againſt placing too 
much ſtreſs on information derived from anonymous letters, 
| _ or from common report. For his part, he had authority for 
Lb. ſaying, and on inveſtigation he was certain it would turn out 
18 to be the fact, that on the firſt complaint, on the part of Co- 
lonel Deſpard, which reached the cars of Government; the 
e n i © grievances . 


n 
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grievances, if any exiſted, were immediately removed. And, 
. - conlidering. that to be the true ſtate of the caſe, be congeived 
that any further preſent diſcuſſion of the buſineſs would be 
irreleyant and ee . 17 n 
Lord Holand ſaid, he thought it neceſſary to remark upon 
ſome points which had fallen from a noble Secretary of State, 
That noble Lord ſaid, that under the preſent adminiſtration 
of the Britiſh Government, priſoners were better off in this 
than in any other country. To that ſtatement, however, he 
could not accede; neither could the noble Lord ſay, that 
priſoners detained on ſuſpicion of practices againſt the ſtate 
were not treated with more ſeverity than priſoners committed 
for other offences. He had underſtood the other night, - wa 
under the preſent act no perſons. were meant to be detained; 
but with a view that, and certainly perſons in the ſituation of 
the Gentleman in queſtion, ſhould not be confined: more - 
ſtrictly, or treated with more rigour, than was neceſſary to 
prevent an eſcape; He would go farther, and ſay, that a 
priſoner detained-only for the purpoſe of being tried ſhould 
be treated with more lenity than one convicted and detained 
for purpoſes of pupiſhment. He expreſſed his ſurpriſe that 
a noble Duke had not touched upon the point of Colonel 
Deſpard's being taken up previous to the ſuſpenſion: of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, and releaſed for want of Government be- 
ing able to fix any crime upon him. Pep OTB e 
| The Lord Chancellor ſaid the Houſe mult feet the propriety. 
of his putting an end to ſo irregular a converſation in which 
noble Lords thought fit to ſtate in that Houſe circumſtances, 
and to make uſe of expreſſions which they could not: dwell; 
upon or uſe in any other place with impunity. The effect of - 
this kind of conduct was obvious. Already the haſty and in- 
diſcreet manner in which the ſubjeCt had been taken up by ſome 
perſons; it did not ſignify where, had produced very unplea-. 
ſant effects, and the operation of the ſpeeches ads in that 
Houſe would be, not to allay thoſe feelings which ſome hom or 
other had been excited in the minds of the priſoners, but toien- 
creaſe the diſorderly behaviour that had for ſome days paſt been 
obſerved to prevail among them. It did not happen to him to- 
be much in the way of hearing any thing of the caſe of the ng | 
ticular Gentleman who had that evening heen alluded to; hut 
he had been informed, and he gave full credit to the ſtatement, 
that government took the earlieſt means in its power, conſiſtent 
vith diſcreet policy, to remove whatever ineonvenience or hard- 
{þip che Colonel had ſuffered. The ͤ— Cages | 
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he was meanly accommodated z the fact was, that ſach accom+ | 
modation as the place could afford had been allowed him from 
the moment it was known that he was in want of any. There 


was one. circumftance which had been pretty publicly ſtated, 


and which deſerved to be put in its true ligbt, and that was the 
report that Mrs. Deſpard was not permitted to fee the Colonel, 
or ſpeak to him but through an iron grating. The truth was 
however; at leaſt it had been reprefente+to him by a perſon of 
reſpectability with whom he had had ſome converfation on the 


ſubject, that Mrs. Deſpard ſaw her huſband in a room where | 


there conſtantly was a fire; indeed the Gentleman who gave 
bim this information had ſeen them fo ſituated together. Here, 
then, was a refutation of a vety groſs and malicious fal ſhood. 
But the hardſhips ſo much complained of, were in: eneral onls 
the regulations of a wiſe, and benevolent, and good man, 000 
Howard) whoſe labours every country would remember with 

gratitude and affeCtion, and every age tranſmit to ſucceeding 


poſterity with admiration and reſpect. He had within theſe 
. few days been favoured with communications on this ſubject, 


and had converſed with a very worthy magiſtrate, whoſe hu- 
manity and liberal conduct all London knew, Dr. Glaſſe, 
who had aſſured him that ever ſince the buſineſs of the internal 

vernment of the priſon, which by hagkney-caachmen and 


others, had in their coarſe jocularity, been nicknamed the Baſ- 


tile, was publicly agitated and diſcuſſed, it had been found ne- 
ceſſary, owing to the diſorderly ſpirit that had fhewn itſelf 
among the priſoners, ta adopt a more vigilant regimen of go- 
vernment, the effect of which neceflarily had been to render the 
ſituations of thoſe perſons more irkſome than before. - Hence 
there was litile humanity at the bottom in what had been ſaid 


on the ſubject ſo groundleſsly, for it was not a benevolent or 


humane thing to ſorce theſe topics into conſtant diſcuſſion, and 
he hoped that noble Lords would reflect how improper it was 
to come down to that Houſe to accuſe his Majeſty's miniſters 
of cruel or harſh treatment to priſoners merely on the authori- 
1 of a ſcrap of a letter read at their table without a name, and 

craps of converſation which might have paſſed between the 
noble Earl near him and ſome other gentleman. The fair, 
and he muſt ſay decent way would have been, to propoſe an 
enquiry into the conduct of government in the matter he al- 
luded to. The viſiting magiſtrates whoſe duty it was by the 
regulations of the priſon, to call and inſpect it by turns, were 
he underſtood extremely deſirous that their conduct ſhould be - 
vindicated from the aſperſions that had been thrown upon them, 
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and he was ſute no noble Lord in the adminiſtration of the 
country would reſiſt ſuch an enquiry, on the contrary, while 
Government, feeling that it had acted with perfect humanity 
and with perfect jultioe to its priſoners, would not anticipate 
ſuch an enquiry by bringing ſorward any thing on the ſubject, 
yet it was its intereſt to wiſh that the matter might be fully and 
openly inveſtigated:* With reſpect to Colonel Deſpard-baving 
been apprehended a ſecond time it was not wantonly, but on 
charges and information of conduct ſeparate and di in from 
chat on which he was'at'firſt apprehended. 


+ INCOME DUTY BILL. 


The order of the day. ſor the third reading of the Income 
Duty Bill being read, and the queſtion put, 

,* The Earl of Suffolk ſaid, that if the bil paſſed -in its preſent 
orm, miniſters would find, before the commencement of the 


_ conſiderably. - He conſeſſed that in one point of view he ra- 
ther approved of the principle on. which the meaſure was 


venting the nation from raſhly embarking in expenſive wars, 
ſhewing them the conſequence, and on this ground, it would 
be well for the country if the meaſure had been propoſed at the 
commencement of the war. The bill in itfelf he thought a 
meaſure of intolerable oppreſſion. It bore with peculiar ſeve- 
rity upon the landed intereſt. From landed property it profeſ« 


_ wouldeventaally draw a fifth inſtead of a tenth, ox at leaſt 20 
per cent, from a ſpecies of property already burthened be yond 
its power of bearing. When the Houſe conſidered the ee of 


tion of 20 per cent. would be eaſily made out. He referred, in 


of the country, took at leaſt four per cent. from the pr 

land; that made 14 per cent. The charge of ball, f ne 
ards, and other peculiar expences, which gentlemen'of "ow: 
property: neceſſarily incurred, was at leaſt three per cent. more. 
By a particular proviſion of the bill, farms occupied by the 


of which, if calculated, would, in addition to what he had al- 
ready ſtated, increaſe the deduction to at leaſt 20, pet cent. 


which preſſed with acoumulated force in particular parts of the 
country ;. particularly in places where there were Commons, 
which generally abounded with OO” This was the caſe in 
Vor. I, 1799. 50 the 


next ſeſſion of patliament, ſtrong reaſons for altering it very 


brought forward, inaſmuch as it would have the effect of pre- 


ſed to dra a tenth of iacome; but this meaſure, he aſſerted, - 


certain taxes lately impoſed upon landed property, his calcula- 


the fitſt inſtance, to the duty upon ſalt; which in certain xd. | 


owners were charged in an extraordinary proportion, the effect 


Beſides all this, there were the operations of the Poor Rates, 
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the manor where: he lived; and where the Poors Rates were 


6. in, the pound, and would be 78. in the enſuing year. And 


from all theſe circumſtances which he ſtated this hardſhip fol- 
lowed, that for the ſame land which he could have let for 308. 
an acre ſome time ago, he ſhould not be able to get more than 
208. in future. His Lordſhip adduced ſome calculations by 
way of illuſtration, the whole of which, he ſaid, merited the 
moſt ſerious conſideration, and from a view of them it muſt be- 
felt what a degree of alarm and auxiety muſt pervade the coun- 
try in conſequence of the bill. The meaſure muſt eventually, 
cruſh the landed intereſt ; they were, as he had already pointed 
out, liable to ſundry expences, from which commercial and 
other deſcriptions of perſons wefe wholly exempt. The modi- 


fications which were made in the bill, in favour of landed pro- 


prietors were, he confidered, by no means carried far enough, 
and would fall very ſhort in the balance againſt the extraordi- 
nary burthens laid on them, ſuch as the allowances for repairs, 


Kc. He ſtated the reaſons why, in his own caſe, tlie provi- 


ſions would fall very ſhort--He mevtioned that of his having 
for many years ſaved a part of his income to take off an incum- 
brance which lay upon his eſtate at the time it came into his 
poſſeſſion; and then took occaſion to obſerve how ſevere it 
would have been if a bill like the preſent was to prevent him 
from doing ſo. He had expended conſiderable ſums in im- 
provement; few men of equal property in the kingdom, as he 
bad ſtated -in that Houſe laſt year, he believed, had expended 
more; The effects of the meafure, even with all its modifica- 
tions, wonld be to deprive landed proprietors of many of their 
comforts, reduce their independent ſituation, and its effects 
upon ſuch perſons, with reſpect to the proviſions to be made 
for younger children, would be higkly injurious. 6 
Sotmne parts of the proviſions of the bill, particularly thoſe re- 


ſpecting the arrangement of income for tythes, led him to con- 


template certain proceedings in a neighbouring coubtty. It 
was held, that ſome of the effects of the revolution, abſtracted 
from conſiderations of general policy, would be beneficial to 
that country; for though its commerce ſuffered almoſt to an- 
nihilation, yet agriculture had been improved. The duninu- 
tion of holidays was alſo regarded as likely to- be beneficial. 
He difapproved of the meaſure as it would go to affect tythes, 


the income of which in many parts of the kingdom was widely 


miſconceived; and he conſidered as one of the worſt ſeatures ot 


the French Revolution the annihilation of church property, 
which was little leſs than a robbery of a numerous and reſpec- 


ble claſs of men, who were juſtly entitled to their ſhare — 
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revenpes; they had been bred and educated to the profeſſion, 


had dedicated their lives to it, and it was therefore right that 


their proviſions ſhould continue. The tythes of the clergy 
were, he ſaid, felt by land holders as a heavy burthen, and the 


tythed income of the kingdom thould be cautibuſly interfered 


with; the ſuhject was one of great delicacy: and importance. 
He begged the Houſe to conſider the great operation of -tythes 
in the ſyſtem of Irith affairs. In that kingdom the arrange- 


ment of tythes was indiſputably a great grievance in ſeveral 


caſes, particularly. with reſpect to the Roman Catholics, who 


had their own paſtors to pay as well as all the dues of the cler- - 
gymen of the eſtabliſhed church and he thought the effects of 


tythes in Ireland not a little contributed to bring about the re- 
bellion in that kingdom. Before their Lordſhips therefore gave 
their ſanction to the preſent meaſure, it behoved them duly to 
weigh and appreciate its effects. It behoved them to pauſe be- 
fore they paſſed an act which, oppreſſed the landed intereſt in 


a double proportion; and. ſtated it as his opinion, that were it 


pet ſiſted in for three years it would be productive of the moſt 
direful conſequences to the country. 2 | 
— The Earl of Liver pool ſaid he differed widely from the noble 
Lord with reſpect to his calculations, that the bill would go 
to deduct more than ten per cent. from the landed intereſt. 
Had he attentively peruſed the bill, his Lordſhip would ſee that 
many of the peculiar expences attached to land were allowed to 
be deduQed previous to the operations of the bill taking effect. 
In ſhort, that it would operate merely a little more than a tax 
on nett landed income. The noble Earl laid much ſtreſs upon 
the effects of the additional Salt Duties they certainly bore 
with additional weight on thoſe parts of the country where 


cheeſe was manufactured but was it notorious that the 


maker repaid himſelf by the advanced price of his cheeſe. 
Tythes had nothing to do with the preſent queſtion, and the 
Poors Rates was equally a diſtinct conſideration. A ſimilar 


argument would apply in other caſes where the produce of 


land became peculiarly liable to the effect of taxation. He re- 


commended to the noble Earl's recollection the large ſums that 
were raiſed in the reigns of King William and Queen Ann, 
through the medium of landed property, reſpecting which the 
then proprietors made no particular eotyplaink though they fell 


feverely upon the land holder n 
1 By che proviſions of the bill the moſt ſatisfactory redreſs was 
furniſhed for the grievarice complained of. All charges falling 
under the head of practical * all diſburſeinents 
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coming within the average expences of the year; all reaſonable = 
* allowances for extraordinary loſſes; and even a part of the re- 
gular charges incident to landed and other property, were e. | 
proſsly entitled to deduCtion from the groſs amount of income. 
With reſpe& to the practicability of the meaſure, in that point, 
likewiſe, he totally diffcred /from the noble Earl. Neither 
could he calmly ſuffer a meaſure to be ſligmatized as vexatious 
and oppreſſive, the principle of which had met the ſuffrage of 
the country at large, which had been ſanCtioned by the ap- 
proval of three branches of the legiſlature, in paſſing the aſſeſſ- 
. ment bill of laſt year; and which was avowedly founded, even 
; by the confeſſion of its moſt determined oppoſers, in the ſound- 
| 9 The expediency of raiſing a large proportion of the 
ſupplies within the year had been conceded on all ſides. It 
was the only mode of defeating the hopes of our enemy, found- 
ed upon the ſtate of our finances, and of proving to them, that 
our reſources were fully adequate to the exigencies of the con- 
teſt, in which we were unavoidably engaged; and that the na- 
tional means kept pace with the national ſpirit, the national ar- 
dour and national patriotiſm, „ 
Lord Holland oppoſed the bill in a very long ſpeech. He 
ſaid, that independent of the merits of the bill now before the + 
Houſe, there was a reaſon which would. induce him, if not to 
reject, as leaſt to ſuſpend it ; and it was a 80% Sat of the 
purpoſes for which the ſupply it gave might be employed. 
85 Thoſe miniſters who were to have the application of the ten 
| millions to be raiſed, had by their former conduct given us 
,«  _ ample means of judging what was to be expected from the fu- 
ture expenditure which they directed. Already what had been 
the advantage derived to this country from the enormous ex- 
penditure ef 200 millions in the courſe of the preſent war? 
What was to be expected from granting freſh ſums to be laid. 
- out under the auſpices of thoſe who had ſhewn themſelves 
humble and abject in calamity,” and infolent and ambitious in 
_ proſperity, and he was afraid that their new ſchemes would 
terminate like the former, in diſappointment and diſgrace? He 
was convinced, indeed, from the experience of the paſt, that all 
endeavours Which he could exert to obtain an enquiry into the 
1 ſtate of the nation, and the management of public affairs, 
N would be fruitleſs. Others, aided by all the weight of talents 
and experience, had failed in ſuch attempts; and what he now 
2 faid, he advanced merely to ſhew that he had nat altered the 
opinions which he had expreſſed upon this ſubject. With re» 
„ & to the bill before the Houſe, he proceeded to ſtate what 
| © had. gecurrred to him. There were thice points of view 
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in which this bill was to be conſidered, and in which it was de- 4 

fended by its advocates. It was faid that a meaſure like this 

' '- fairly expoſed to the people their true ſituation, and did not de- 

lude them; that it was a better mode of raiſing the ſupplies 

than by a loan, impoſing permanent taxes upon the public; 

and thirdly, which was a reaſon more political than financial, 

that it was calculated to undeceive the enemy reſpecting the 

ſtate of our finances. With reſpect to the firſt of theſe he 

ſtated, that this bill itſelf was a great deluſion on the people of | 
this country as miniſters had praCtiſed in the courſe of their ad- } 

miniſtration. It was ſtated to be a repeal of the Aſſeſſed Tax © 

- Bill ; but _ people were not aware that a conſiderable ſam 
of money would ſtill be collected under that very act which 
was now to be repealed, With reſpe& to the point, that this 

mode of raiſing the ſupplies was preferable to a loan with per- 
manent taxes, Here he could not help alluding to ſome of the 
arguments which had been-urged in a converſation which took 
place before the ſecond reading of the bill. It had been ſaid 
that the principle of the bill had been recognized by parliament, , 
This kind of argument ſeemed rather extraordinary. Be- 
cauſe parliament had laſt year thought fit to determine that ſup- 
plies ſhould be raiſed in a certain manner, it certainly did not 
follow that it was to proceed in raiſing money in that way, or 
that in all circumſtances it would be adviſable. - But he did not 
think that any thing like the principle, in the way it was con- 

. tended for, had been recognized. Upon queſtions of this na- 
ture, it was neceſſary to conſider what were the advantages and 
diſadvantages with which any meaſure would in practice be at- 
tended, before it was poſſible to ſay that any particular princi- 
ple ſhould be, followed up. 1f, upon a compariſon of the ad+ 

- vantages with the diſadvantages, the latter preponderated, then 
the principle muſt be rejected. Laſt year the Aﬀeſſed Tax 
Bill had indeed been. paſſed ;. but when it was conſidered how 
very far different the operation of the principle in that way was, 

from the operation of a tax on income like the preſent, it could 
ſcarcely be ſaid that the principle was the ſame. To ſay that 
the principle was good, was to ſay nothing; unleſs, upon an 
impartial review, the advantages in the mode recommended for 
carrying it into execution were ſuch as to overbalance the in · 
conveniences. To compare the mode of raiſing the ſupplies 
by any mode within the year, with. that by 1 with per- 
manent taxes, was a compariſon of evils; and that ſyſtem was 
preferable which was attended with feweſt. In conſidering 

| _ in. what manner this general tax upon income. would 

operate, he thought it extremely improbable that this tax La 
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de raiſed from the means of the country within the year. It 


appeared, that already the ſums. paid Jaſt year by the pyblic, 
amounted to about 32 millions, The whole income of the 


country was eſtimated at 102 millions, and he thought that 
this ſtatement was exaggerated. Was it to be expected then, 


that the ſums to be collected by this tax could be raiſed with- 
out encroaching, more or leſs, on the capital of individuals, and 


ſo impairing the national wealth, and enfeebling all the means 


of reproduction? Upon this fubject he could appeal to a book 


of great authority, but he was afraid that the authority would he 


taken away, as the perſon who wrote the book to wl:ich herefer- 
red, had now changed his opinion. ¶ He referred to Mr. Eden, 
(Lord Auckland's) Letters to Lord Catliſle, 1979.] In that 
work the difadvantages arifing from any large tax were ſtated 
with great force and elegance. His Lordſhip read a p ſſage 
from this work, (pages 111 and 118, 3d Edition) which ſtated, 
that large contributions by encroaching upon the capital of the 


country, threatened to affect the produce of taxes upon con- 


. 


niſi con ſumption, and conſe ney leſſen the produce of the 
bliſhed. After calc 


| -prefented adyantages which, upon a full view'of the whole caſe, 


rendered it preferable to that which had long been followed, 
It was thought, however, that this new mode of raiſing the 
ipplies would remove the confidence which the enemy placed 


in our financial difficulties, and ſhew them that we were pre- 
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pared to continue the conteſt, - It did not appear to him that 
this was likely to be the effect of the meaſure. Perhaps a con- 
trary opinion might be raiſed. Foreigners, from obſetving the 
aſſiſtance we had derived from the funding ſyſtem, had been 
led to believe that this reſource, with which they themſelves 
were in a great meaſure unacquainted, was almoſt inexhauſti- 
ble. When they found, however, that we had recourſe to a 

neral tax, they would be apt to think that our former re- 
ſource by tunding was at an end, and that now we were obliged 
to undergo the burden of an immediate contribution, iu addi- 
tion to the burden of che immenſe intereſt of out public debt. 
When the probable duration of the bill was taken into conſide - 
ration, all the objections to which it was liable derived addi- 
tional force. It was not for one year only that this extraordis 
nary demand was made. It was to continue probably for ſe- 
veral years. Not only was it to be a contribution during the 
war, and for a year after it was over, but it muſt be taken too 
to ſupply that deficiency which would be occaſioned by the re- 
peal of the Aſſeſſed Taxes for this year, and muſt be appropri- 
ated to. the diſcharge of that debt for which their produce was 
deſtined. Was it to be expected then that ſuch. a. tax could 
continue to be paid without touching upon the capital of the 
country and affecting conſumption? Would it not operate in 
a moſt particular manner to do what all taxes did more or leſs, 
to draw money out of the pockets of ſome men to put it into 
the pockets of others? A noble Earl in defending the Aﬀeſſed 
Tax Bill of laſt year, had ſtated that it was.only*taking money 
out of the pockets of. the people in order that it might go back 
into them again. He muſt deny that this could ever be the cafe 
with money laid out on unproduCtive labour. No doubt it 
was neceflary in all taxes\ that money ſhould. be taken out of 
the pockets of ſome, and put into thoſe of others ; but when 
this principle was carried to the extent of the preſent bill, he 
did not know how noble Lords would look forward to the ef- 
fect it would produce on their properties. What would be its 
effects upon the members of that Houſe ? In changing the maſ- 
ters of property it produced a change in a country like this far 
different from its political effects in any other. A. financier 
might not conſider who were the owners of property, but it 
would be a great evil if thoſe who were inveſted with a heredi- 
tary legiſlative authority were reduced to a ſtate of dependence. 
He had no, heſitation in aſſerting that the operation of a bill 
like this would make a great change upon the ſtate of property, 
and tended to reduce the deſcendants of their Lord{hips to be 
mere titled beggars. It was therefore in a peculiar manner the 
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gart of their Lordſhips to reſiſt this bill, if they till were ac: 


tuated by any ſenſe of public ſpirit, and public duty. Men of 
great landed eſtates certainly did not employ their money to 
the beſt advantage; they were heſides, of all others, the moſt 


N ed to tax gãtherers. The natural conſequence of this ſyſ- 
tem would be, that of taking from thoſe. who had wealth, and 
giving it to thoſe who had none; thereby making every landed 


ptoprietor in the country dependent on the crown. As this 5 


meaſure muſt continue for many years, the whole weight of 
the tax muſt fall on thoſe who would not be able to eſcape, in 
in fact, on landed owners; or as the noble Ebrd, whoſe book 
had oſtenfible poſ- 


ſeſſions. A noble Secretary om a former day had defended the 
bill, by obſerving that it was the moſt perfect m 5 Which 
could be adopted; and that it was impoſſible to arri It per- 
fection in any thing : but would the noble Secretary ſay that - 
this advanced one ſtep towards perfection? Was it not unequal 
in every reſpect? It was ſo much ſo, that if he himſelf was 
convinced of the neceſſity of . ten millions within the 
year, he would rather do it by ten different taxes, than by the 
preſent; notwithſtanding the encreaſed expence that would 
take place in the collection of them. This meaſure wept at 
once to deſtroy the middle claſſes of ſociety : he never in his 
life ſaw a more dreadful inequality; a more unjuſt, nor one 
which tended more to annihilate the middle claſſes. No diſ- 
tinction was made as to the rate of taxation between the man 
who had 200l. a year, and him who had the largeſt in the 
country. It wopld-ſeem as there was a compromiſe to be made 
with the loweſt claſſes for the purpoſe of cruſhing the middle. 
It might indeed*be aſked; why had not the middle claſſes pre- 


ſe any petition or remonſtrance againſt” the bill? It was 


eaſy to account for their” not doing fo; for ſuch was the enor- 
mous' influence of miniſters, and ſo great was the number of 
thoſe deſcriptions of perſons who derived immediatefavours from 
the crown, that although they knew this tax would ulfimately 
ruin them, they would not venture to remonſtrate againſt it. 
There was not a man in this rank of life whom he convetſed 


with, who did not fay that this tax would: lead to their ruin. 


This was the reaſon why they had not openly objected to the 
bill; and the Treaſon Was as melancholy as the ching itſelf. 
There were likewiſe in the proviſions of this bill, many things 


do Which he conld not forbear exprefiing his decided diſappro- 


bation.” It was ſaid to be a-general and equal tax upon in- 


came, but could any thing be more unjuſt and unequal than 


its operation upon the various claſſes of income?” Was it juſt 
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that income from: land, from the funds, from long and ſhort an- 
mut ies, ſhould pay in the ſatme proportion? The diſcovery of 
perty, which this bill would occaſion, was like wiſe a power- 
Fal argument againſt it. He did not ſay any thing in favour 
of that diſpoſition to conceal, which prevailed among all 
in this country. All men of obſervation muſt know that itex- 
ited. In many caſes indeed, the diſcloſure of property was a 
ſerious inconvenience. Not merely by commercial men was 
it felt: The bill alſo went to-foment diſcord between father 
and ſon, huſband and wife; for contrary to the univerſal prac- 
tice and principle of our laws, a wife might, by this bill, be ad- 
mitted; as an evidence againſt her huſband. It might alſo be a 
very diſagreeable thing to a father to know that the ſpur to in- 
dnſiry and-exertion of talent was taken Pry oP his children, 
by prematurely knowing, what fortune they had to expect. 
But the * a tax on income, inſtead of one on pro- . 
perty, would appear in a moment from the following ſtatement: 
one man has an income of 200. from land, which is worth 
60001). another has a life annuity of 200l. worth 1000l. and a 
third earns 200l. a year by his induſtry, Could any thing be 
more cruel than-that of taxing the latter as much as the former? 
But then it would be ſaid, ſuch perſons might ſecure ſome pro» 
viſion for their families by enſuring their lives, the premium for 
which they would-be allowed to deduct from their taxes. To 
this he muſt anſwer, that a man whoſe income was derived 
from his induſtry did not know how long it might continue; 
and if ir did always continue, he-ought not to be precluded 
from the means of retiring, in old age from the labour and fa- 
tigue of buſineſs. It might be very hard for perſons dependant 
upon others, to be obliged to diſcloſe their embarraſſments and 
imprudencies, which might, perhaps, have the effect to irritate 
thoſe from whom they had expectations, and diſappoint their 
hopes. The multiplication of oaths to which this bill gave 
riſe, tended to diminiſh the confidence and ſecurity which ſo- 
ciety derived from this obligation, when men wete thus expoſed 
to the temptation of ſwearing falſely to evade the payment of 
taxeß. In another point of view too this bill diſturbed the pe: 
of families by calling the wife as evidence againſt the huſband, 
id defiance of the eſtabliſhed principle of the law of England, 
which had wiſely determined that ſuch teſtimony ſhould not 
be required. There ſtill remained angther argument againſt 
this bill which of itſelf he thought Tufficient to juſtify the 
Houſe in rejecting it. It was ĩmpoſſible to conceive any more 
direct tax on the tandsthari this bill impoſed. Income derived 
from the funds was not ſtopped indeed before the dividend. It 
e b 379%... e e 
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was allowed to go into the pocket of the Stockholder, and there 
it was ſeized.” He could not conceive that any regard could be 
paid to the ignominious argument uſed elſewhere in juſtifica- 
tion of the tax, that the public did not break faith with the 
| Stockholder. Was it not a miſerable ſubterfuge to ſay that it 
was not to tax the funds when the Stockholder was obliged to 
pay one tenth of his dividend? Would not à fubje& of this 
country reſiding abroad feel that the funds were taxed when he 
received only nine-tenths of his dividend ? Such an evaſion was 
unworthy the legiſlature of a great country. The Funds 
were the only defcription of perſonal property in the kingdom 
which could not be — and on that account men would 
not only diſpoſe of their money in other ways beſides buying 
Nock, but wouls ſel! out their ſtock, and put the money to 
other purpoſes ſo as to evade the tax by making their incomes 
appear leſs. But the worſt effect of this would be to lower the 
public funds. It had been ſaid, that the tenth of the dividends 
was not to be taken at the time of receiving them. What dif- 
ference did this make ? it was ridiculous to talk fo; it put him 
in mind of the ſtory of the golden farmer—after a man had put 
the money in his pocket, he was knocked down and the money 
was taken from him. The argument reſembled that of the 
French in a caſe which he remembered in the treaty of peace 
entered into in 1795, between France and Spain, it was ſtipu- 
lated, that all the * gueſe priſoners that had been taken along 
With the Spaniards, — who had not been in the ſervice of 
Spain, ſhould be given up to the latter country. Theſe perſons 
having been afterwards embarked at Barcelona for Liſbon, they 
were taken again by the French ; againſt this capture 
3 the article of the treaty by which they had been ſet at 
iberty. The French replied, © it is true we delivered you u 
as the allies of Spain, but we take you again as Portugueſe.” 
This was was the point of view in which the faith of govern- 
ment might be conſidered hereafter with regard to the funds. 
And ſuch was the argument here what was allowed to paſs as 
dividend was immediately laid hold of as income, and the 
Stockholder was deprived of his money by a delafive diſtinction. 
Upon the whole, therefore, the meaſure was attended with ſo 
many diſadvantages in its operations, and ĩts proviſions were li- 
able to ſo many objections, that he gave it his decided negative. 
Lord Auckland roſe, and ſaid, the ſpeech of the noble Baron 
| (Lord Holland) would have compelled me, in juſtice to myſelf, 
do ſolicit your attention for a few minutes, even if I had not al- 
ready intended to ſubmit ſome obſervations on * meaſure now 


before us. by 


. 
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be noble Earl (Lord Suffolk) who ſpoke firſt in the debate 
_ _ reminded me of his having expreſſed, in a former ſeſſion, his 
with, that the expence of every war might be principally ſuſ- 
tained; during ſuch war, by a fair and equal tax. I periectly 
recolle& the fact. And the noble Earl admits, with | 
candour, that he is not adverſe to the preſent bill: he is only 
diſſatisfied with ſome of its proviſions, purport of which (I 
ſay it with all due deference) appears to me to be much miſcon- 
ceived by him. . OE Op 1 
Ihe bill has not received, nor can I learn that. it is likely 
receive, oppoſition or objection from any other quarter. 1 . 
accordingly feel mylelf warranted in aſſerting, that with tlie 
exception of the noble Baron's ſolitary negative, the meaſure 
in queſtion has the concurrence of the Houſe. And I firmly 
believe it to have, nearly in a ſimilar proportion, the general 
aſſent of the kingdom. | 


But the noble Baron has been pleaſed to inſinuate, that I 
cannot give my individual concurrence, as a Peer of parlia- 
ment, without an inconſiſtency of reaſoning and a change 
of ſyſtem. | | | hpi 
I feel it incumbent on me, My Lords, to repel ſuch an in- 
ſinuation, if it were meant to imply any verſatility or derelic- 
tion of principle. The noble Lord has done me the honour to 
ſelect and read certain paſſages from a ſmall work which was 
publiſhed by me in the year 1779.“ I might admit the full con- 
ſtruction given by the noble Lord to thoſe paſſages, and might 
anſwer, 7 in the lapſe of time, many ſpeculative opinions 
(and perſonal opinions alſo) are liable fairly and. honourably 


. 


do be varied by events, by change of circumſtances, by better 


information, and by more mature judgment, And ſurely af- 
ter an interval of twenty moſt eventful years, an opinion, of 
the kind alluded to, might be changed or abandoned without 
any cauſe of ſelf-reproach. In the courſe of the next twenty 
years it may happen to the noble Lord (and I truſt and hope, 
without implying any diſreſpect, that it will happen) to change 
ſome of his political opinions with much ſelf-ſatisfaftion, and 
with benefit to his country. _ | 
If however the noble Lord had adverted with his uſual ac- 
curacy to the context of the paſſages which he thought pro- 
per to cite, he would have found that they related to à volun- 
tary contribution to be dependent on the enthuſiaſm of the 
contributors z or if to a forced or general contribution, then 


41 * Letters to the Earl of Carliſle from William Eden, Eſq. See page TT * 
to page 138, in de 3d üs. e 
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to be dependent on a mere voluntary diſcloſure of income. 
We the period of which I ſpeak, it never entered into tlie 
E the moſt enlightened ſtateſmen (and I appeul to a 
— and learned Friend (the Lord Chancellor) who wow 
hears me, and was converſant in the difcuſfions to which 1 
refer) that it could be praQticable to eſtabliſh à forced and 
eneral contribution on the only juſt and efficient ſyſtent of 4 
ed diſcloſure. 

But 1 am not ſolicitous to avail myſelf of this explanati 
even if I haye been ſo fortunate as to ſatisfy your Lordſhips 
that it is ſolid and ſufficient. © I now freely confeſs, that in 
1779 I did not forſee either the enthuſiaſm, or the proſperity 
and reſources, which diſtinguiſh the actual epoch of our hiſ- 
tory. above all others ; and which have given to our country- 
men both the diſpoſition and ability to adopt the preſent 
meaſure, without any probable inconvenience ſufficient to 
counterbalance the advantages to be obtained. 

Your Lordſhips will permit me here to make one farther 
remark ; and ſeveral of you can bear teſtimony to its truth. 
Whatever my opinion may be, it is not formed ſuddenly and 
for the purpoſes of the preſent day. Is is an opinion which 
1 publicly avowed and made known in the laſt ſeſſion of Par- 

iament. It then happened to me, and to others, in diſcuſ- 

ng the plan of the additional aſſeſſments to ſtate and admit 
its inequalities and imperfections (for they are not new diſ- 
.coveries). And we repeatedly added a wiſh for a meaſure 
per ho ſimilar to the bill now before us- I well remem- 


er to have deſcribed it as the grand deſideratum in finance. 
But we at the lame time expreſſed our fears that ſuch a mea- 
ſure would be found impracticable. * 

It now. appears that the difficulties, which we feared, were 
Net ipfurmountable The ſucceſsful attempt to ſurmount 
; was well worthy of that great and energetic mind 
5 Ib qirects gur councils. It was well -warthy of that 

mind, which ſeems to have been created, by a beneficent 

Providence, for the preſervation of this kingdom for the 
preſervation « of an e kingdom, whoſe permanent 
proſperity and ſecuri 1757 of ber ill-judged' jealou- 
ies) we cordially ſee . equalize with our own eur 

and ſecurity ;—and perhaps alſo for the reſtoration of Eu- 
rope. Nothing inferior to the force of ſuch a mind, could 
bave accampliſhed a project, which in its actual effekt and 


TO prabable confequences is of a nature ſo gigantic, that. it is 


yell calculated to rank WR the other events of 1795. Lan- 
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nen no ' epithet to thoſe events, for no language can do juſ- 
4ice to their glory, or to their importance. 
But if the adoption of this meaſure will be rely ſo ad- 
+vantggeous. to the public, is it not (ſays one of the noble 

Lords) an admiſſion that the ſyſtem, which you have fo long 

- puniued;; was wrong? Is it not an implied cenfore on that 

lem In other words, if the new ſyſtem is ſo cleatly the 
beſt, why was it not ſooner brought forward? Perhaps it 

might be 2 ſufficient anſwer, that till the funds began to be 
_ deprefied by the accumulated weight of new loans, the ex- 
pediency of railing. a conſiderable 1207 of the ſupply within 
the year was leſs evident and leſs urgent. But there was 
another reaſon, paramount to all reaſons. It was impoſſible, 
at an earlier period, to procure the adoption of the large and 

ſalutary plan now offered to us. "A F 

„ Our countrymen in general have been well and wiſely 
diſpoſed, during the whole of the tremendous ſtruggle in 
which we are engaged, from its commencement to the pre- 

ſient hour, Still, however, there were many, too many 

among us, to whom the progreſs of the French revolution, 
and the events of tbe war, bad not yet developed the.infernal 
views and tendency of Jacobiniſm, or the principles and prac- 
tices 8 who both ſecretly and openly, were ſupporting 

its caule, | 3 8 
It muſt be remembered, that in the firſt exploſion of thoſe 

crimes and calamities, which have ſince brought deſolation 
on many nations, and extreme danger upon all, there were 
men, and Engliſhmen too, of leading and enlightened talents, 
who believed or affected to believe, and who perſuaded them- 
ſelves and others, that the French revolution was the moſt 
glorious fabric of human integrity and wiſdom ; that it was 
the victory of eternal truth over prejudices; and that the 
atrocious acts of the revolutioniſts were only the firſt exceſſes 
and tranſient ebullitions of a new liberty, calculated to be - 
dome the epoch and conſummation of human happineſs. 
The wretched deluſion extended itſelf, and prevailed with 
much force, and with many perilous conſequences, to the 
period of the Liſle negoeiation ; and even then, a great part 

- . of the nation was diſpoled to abandon the whole continent of 

Europe to ſubjugatian and deſtruction, and to make other 

ruinous facrifices, in order 10 purchaſe a nominal peace, 


- 


more fatal than any war. ee 
When I look back to that period, I have all the painful 

ſenſations of g feveriſh and frightful dream. 

i a y * | 2 * 4 A W. | LO . Almighty 
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Almighty. God was pleaſed, for our preſervation, to de- 
er our ſhort-ſighted hopes. The Liſle conferences were 
broken off in a manner which removed the film from the 
eyes of many. France avowed the inveterate deſign to de- 
ſtroy and extirpate the Britiſh: Empire ! She proclaimed her 
deſign with, oſtentation, and made the moſt extravagant pre- 
parations to execute it. Every doubt now ceaſed, and it be- 
came moſt. manifeſt, that a ſteady and vigorous proſecution 
of the war was indiſpenſable to our — as an inde- 
ai . In a criſis ſo awfully 2 the. 


by the Tap zeal, and hed with each other in 2 promp- 
titude, diſcipline, and bravery. The ſame enthuſiaſm warm 
ed the heart of every Engliſhman in every part of the globe. 

The wiſdom of Parliament went hand in hand with the 
right diſpoſition of the people; and towards the cloſe of 
1797, brought for ward the meaſure of the additional aſſeſſed 
taxes, which was accompanied by a voluntary contribution, 
promoted by all ranks with a generoſity unexampled, and 
amounting at this hour to a ſum little ſnort of two millions 
ſterling. Thoſe exertions, which laid the foundation of the 
great ſyſtem now under diſcuſſion, were farther aided by a 
pen (the convoy-tax) on our imports and ex ports. And- 
here I muſt digreſs for a moment to remark, that the amount 
- of thoſe imports. and exports, by a moſt happy peculiarity in 
the ſeventh year of a war, was in 1798, fo far as the neee 
are completed, greater than ever.“ 

It was ſeen and acknowledged, that the ly of the — 
ditional aſſeſſments bore unequally, and that its inequalities 
affected thoſe who came forward with public fpirit, and who 
' were incapable of evaſions; at the ſame. time, that the com- 
parative means of others, in many Caſes, evaded a fair con- 
tribution, and in many more were exempted from all charge. 
The meaſure nevertheleſs went forward, and with all its im- 
perfections was of ſuch evident ir as to excite a general 
wiſh to improve and extend it. 
II was highly, e to that extenſion. to have ob- 
ſerved, in the progreſs o the experiment, that the defalca- 
tions made from the incomes or capitals of individual, had 


not occaſioned any diſtreſs ur embarraſſment. On the con- 


"= there has been a general and ae, increaſe in che 
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proſperity. of the kingdom. Your a ae will find ample 

proofs of this aſſertion in the comparative ſtatements of our 
trade; in the favourable courſe of exchange with the con- 
tinent; in the nett produce of the permanent revenue, which 
for tlie year ending the 5th of January, 1798 was 17,963, oool. 
and for the year ending January 5, 1799, 21, 049, oool.: but 
more eſpecially in the nett produce of the permanent taxes 
which-exiſted antecedent to the war. That produce for the 
year ending the Sth of this month was 1, Oo, oool. higher 
than in the preceding year: 2, oz 1, oool. higher than what J 


onde ſtated in this Houſe toyghave- been the average produce 


of the three years ending the 5th of January 1796: and 
118, oool. higher than in the moſt productive year of peace, 
I mean the year ending the 5th of January 1793. In men- 
tioning the exports, I ought to have remarked, that the value 
of Britiſh manufactures, exported in 1798, ſo far as can be 
inferred from the -amount of the three-quarters ending the 
loth of October was conſiderably greater than ever. 
All theſe evidences of proſperity “ are now much ſtrong! 
than the ſtatements and eſtimates which I ſubmitted to your 


Lordſhips in May 1796. And yet thoſe eſtimates were at 
the time attacked, and diſputed, and Meer, as fanciful and 
uc 


extravagant; not indeed with much ſucceſs, but certainly 


with much vehemence, both in ſpeeches and publications. 


J may now be permitted to reply with a reaſonable exultation, 
that our actual proſperity (independent of the incalculable 


advantages to be derived from our late victories, and from the 


opening of new ſources of commerce) far exceeds what 1 
yentured, in 1796, to promiſe, or even to think probable. 

The war ſupply, thus eſtabliſhed, has been paid without a 
murmur. It has been accompanied by the aſtoniſhing ſuc- 


ceſſes, hy which the year 1798 will be rendered ever memor- 


able in hiſtory. Nor will the impreſſion, eſtimation, and 


value, of thoſe ſucceſſes, be diminiſhed by the aſſertion of the + 


noble Baron, that Two hundred millions have been fq 
dered without attaining any permanent advantage. 
That aſſertion, my bes provokes me to requeſt you at- 
tention for a moment to the ſingular contraſt exhibited by the 
enemy. Bankrupt in finance; ruined in manufactures; de- 


prived of all commerce; baffled in all projects of 'invaſion.; 


diſgraced and defeated in every attempt to injure this coun- 


».. me Appendix, pages 10 and 11. 
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under the loſs of large tres and large armies P 
— inſt the hatred, and 22 enſlaved e, 
— 8 — _— Rates at 14ſt ſonſible of 
: France continues to purſes 
ber wild and wicked carver!. cheating one ally, exrorting 
money from a ſecond, and plundering a third, im order to Cob. 
let means 20 invade a forth, without provocation or pre- 
text; fomenting and pushaſug eebellions und revelations; 
| carrying or thregtoning devaſtation indiſcriminately to ge- 
publics and to monarchttes'; ſhe {till continues to fer ar du. 
ànce all the principles aud qutias of religion, and all ne — | 
of nature aud of nations. And this extremity of ring 
wickedneſs is blended with a pre ſumptuous v and with 
a told and ealeulating orur ſty, beyondiany example, at which 
ve' have: ſhuddered in che TE: e — 


t 125 y in private life for the brave me ee uA 
himſelf againſt a madd and defperate.roffian.. FThoro is ſome- 
thing analogous int between nations. Nor can 
there — oils woutd huve fullen, aud 
would eee Tn e n u e thi | 
vernments, if our cou had: not been awakened to 4 

ſenſe of their danger, and if they had not bee as 
mated by a: wel- founded confidence in their own refourdes, 
and by a wiſe and characteriſtic We feel aud know 
chat our only: toad to pete and ſecurity is by reſiſtanet and 
energy. We are drWwen, and we univerſully ac 
for another year, wit the ſume 
| to which we owe'our preſent ſafety and proſperity; and 
is unparalled with which they are accompanied. * 
HFlappily we have meuns and reſburoes ſtill adequate to the 
trial; and it only remains to be conſidered;; whether thoſe re- 

| ſources can be brought into actirity ant effect better thaw by 
the meaſure now before us. 5 

3 my Lorde, are the nature and e of this 

meaſure 

Its leading pri inciple, av in the wealure of the lat 

is, to Mife' a'confiderable proportion of the ſupplies g 55 

year within the year; and to 2 within a ſhork Unis, 
a be further raiſed by 1 van” 
| um raiſed laſt year, by the different modes of FA | 
may be. called a 0 ly, will probably amount to about 
ſeven Waben . fu e 970 d . 2 d 
eee 
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| 3 the preſent year, by this bill, and by the war 
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on imports and exports, is about twelve millions. 


Wich tbeſe vie ws, it is propoſed to tax in equal proportions 
all the - deſcriptions and claſſes of income, 1 thoſe only. 


which belong to the poor aud labouring part of the rl 


and alſo except that {mall amount of income which may 


preſumed to furniſh a mere ſubſiſtente. 

The ſum expected to be thus raiſed has bern dated at ten 
millions, ng the tenth» of the calculated amount ® of that 
part of the national. income, which is made liable to the pro- 
poſed contribution. I have reaſon to believe, that this calcula- 
tion is moderate, and that by a commendable caution it is given 
below the truth. I farther incline to think that the general 
income of the claſs extmpted-from all contribution might be 


. ſhewn to he at leaſt as great, as that part of the national! income 


on which this bill wall operate. -- 

The plan has been, introdnced, framed, and completed, 8 
every modification and indulgence compatible with its prin- 
eiple. Large allowances have been made to families and to 
individuals, in proportion to the number of their children, and 
by a, ſcale highly favourable to incomes not exceeding 10001. 


upon the, principle, that the expence of maintaining and edu - 


muſt no pay their 


«% 


cating children bears proportionably more heavily. on ſmall in- 
comes, than it does on larger incomes, The rules for eſtimat- 
ing the incomes of farmers and leſſoes oſ land, and more eſpe - 
cially of farmers under 300l. a year, have alſo been ſtated with 
moſt liberal modifications and abatements. .. And.there appear 
in the bill many other. indulgences proceeding certainly from 


juſt and wiſe. motives, hut tending to diminiſh the eſtimated 


produce, Still. however, when we recollect that the additional 
aſſeſſme nts, with che voluntary contribution, are producing , | 
8 mübous, it is not unreaſonahle to preſume, that the 
meaſure now in queſtion may produce ten millions. 
The meaſure of the laſt ſeſſion, by the nature of its operation, 


 - forced upon ſome only (and in that as well as in other _ 


it was partial) the neceflity of declaring their incomes. 
preſent meaſure, requires from all, the ſtatement of an income, 
not / inferior to the income actually poſſeſſed and enjoyed; al- 
lowing, however, a veil of ſecrecy S be thrown over ſuch ſtate- ; 
ments in every caſe where the icon may be thou Ids 2 
the individual to be contrary to his Ka Plane intere 1 
will refulr from. theſe 5 that the hoarders of i „ 0 
I proportion ſor the protection which 
they enjoy. Nor will it any longer happen, chat the conſci- 


Ny A TR 93 
von. l 598. 5 3N, | Un entiou 


* 


448 wabblitih PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. . [Loxni, | 


entious contributor will pay his quota, or more than his quota, 
whilſt the cold-heafted'and the fraudulent, with equal or dealer 
means, pa little or nothing. In theſe reſpects, the (yftem is 
now as juſt towards individuals, as it wilt be found to my 238 
pedient with regard to the public. 

Keeping thele ſeveral objects in view, the ofoid bil appears 
to me to have been arixioufly calculated, and ably and acturate- 
ly framed to prevent inequality, fraud, embaraſſment and in- 
jury. And thus it is, ny Lords, that we are accompliſhing 
the beſt operation of finance, the practieability of obtaining by 

national effort, to be made for a time only; without national 


| | Inconvenience, any err that the national . r re- 


wire, 
That in a meaſure {> cheating] unbteſeen caſes may occur, 


which may hereafter call for parliamentary interference, re- 
lief, or explanation, is probable, and more tha probable. 
Undoubtedly many ſuch caſes may and will gecur. On the 
other hand, occaſions may ariſe in which it will be neceſſary ta 
apply ſtrict and ore effectual proviſions, to obviate ariforeſeen 
evaſions and frands. 

I ſhall now, my Lords, tile a ſummary view of the princi- 
pal advantages to be derived from the vote which (I truſt) we 
are about to give. Some of thoſe advantages were entirely over- 
looked by the noble Baron, and others ſeem to me to have 215 
under. rated by him. | 

The conſideration which: firſt prelenty itſelf is chat of gco- 
nomy. I will! not fatigue your Lordſhips with minute calcu- 
ns But in comparing the prompt levy and payment of 

wenty millions, with the value of the annuity, which «muſt 
have heen Cteated; if Parliament bad borrowed the ſame: fum 

by loan, I am moderate in aſſuming, that ſuch a loan could 

5 . have been obtained at a better price than gol: for the 3 per 

dents, or at an intereſt of ſix per cent. which with the proviſion 

of two per cent, towards the redemption of the capital ſo created, | 
ould have amounted to charge of $ per cent., or 1 -Go0;c0d!. 

And here let me remark, incidentally, that 1,600,000. a 
year muſt have been impoſed in new and permanent taxes; to 

which might be added the great expence of collecting. *Theſe 
-confiderations muſt not be. overlooked in comparing the 10 per 
ent. upon income payable only for two years to proach the 


amount of the ſum ſtated. 


Ihe 1;660;0008. a year"fo created Fu the intereſt and gra- | 
8 dal extinction of the twenty millions fo borrowed; or, in other 
rds; for the! extinction of forty millions capital g-per cents. 
n may be eftime fen to extingyiſh | the whole, at the probable aver- 
0 2 
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age price of the funds, in about forty years. What, then, is 
the preſent value of ſuch an annuity for forty years? Your 
Lordihips will find it to be about twenty, years purehaſe, tak - 
ing the average intereſt of money at 4 per cent. And certainly. 
. though; from the experience of this century, there have been 
wars during nearly ſixteen years in every forty years, 4 per 
cent. may how be conſidered, under the actual proſperity and 
projects of this country, as a fair, average intereſt. | The re- 
ſult then will be, that inſtead of creating an annuity in taxes 
bearing heavily on the people in general, the value of which 
would be chirty-two millions, you pay twenty millions in two 
years and gain the difference. Aa e ING By 
Hut the farther reſulting advantages are infinitely more im- 
mac vg It is hot among the leaſt of thoſe advantages, that 
y the preſent plan the ſalutary effects of the ſinking fund are 
greatly accelerated. The ſums of different deſcriptions to be 
reſerved and applied by the commiſſioners for the redemption 
of the national debt, will, in the firſt year of peace, be not leſs 
than fiſteen millions, or nearly 50, oool. a day, for three hun- 
dred days in the year. The operation of ſuch a ſum, brought 
daily into the market to purchaſe ſtock, which is to be ex- 
tinguiſhed, and not to return to the market, cannot fail to have 
an effect in fayour of our public; credit, as much beyond all 
calculation as it will be beyond all experience. el. 
It is a farther conſolation and encouragement under our ac- 
tual exertions, that we are now. approaching faſt towards that 
period, when the original ſinking fund will have reached its 
maximum; and when, by the addition of the 1 per gent. which 
has been appropriated for the gradual diſcharge of the capital in 
every loan of the preſent war, the permanent ſinking fund will 
amount to eight millions ſterling a year. 
When I faid, that the plan propoſed will prevent the in- 
creaſe of permanent taxes, which "otherwiſe, mult. have been 
levied on articles of conſumption, I ought to have added, that 
by avoiding ſuch an addition to the permanent taxes, we ac- 
celerate our arrival at the period when a part of the taxes al- 
ready ſubſiſting may be aboliſhed. eee 
But the advantages of the meaſure are not confined to the 
queſtion” of economy, however important; nor to the opera- 
tions of. the ſinking fund, however ſalutary; nor to the avoid- 
ing of new ed, bas deſirable to the people at large; 
nor to the maintenance of our public credit, however eſſential 
to our proſperity: they are calculated to demonſtrate to rr 
enemies, and to the world at large, that we polſe ſs inexhauſtible 
teſources, together with the 1 to uſe them; and that 
5 ar , | * 2 * - . Th. | We 
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we are determined to alfert aid to fetbre that proud OP > 
which we bold, and whict, T kult, we hall long continue to 
hold, amoug nations. i hs e 
1 ſhall now. avail x myſeff' of 100 . Lorathip? Miete to 
take a ſhort otice of the prijicipat objeQtions' to: which" "this 
bill has been 155 he liable. 8 
It has been fai by the noble Baron}, and as been fuggeſted 
me by others, for whoſe o opinions alfo T feel a firicefe feſpect, 
| mo the on having exempted all incomes below 6ol. and Hav- 
ing impoſed the Op rget ina pr erelfive ſcale,” from '601. to 
200l. che principle radvual riſe is admitted; atid ought to 
have been purſued throgoh all he higher Cafes of income, 
I contend, with all due RS ts that ſuch a file would be 
contrary to all the ſafety and "rights of property; that it is 
_ worthy only of the French Council. of Five Hundred, and 
conſequently would be diſgraceful to a Britiſh Parliament ; and 
that it wquJd amount to neither more nor leſs than the intro- 
duction of a plan for equalizing fortunes; and to the icoplied 
- 1ufererice, that becauſe à man poſſe ſſes much, therefore more 
hall be taken, from, him than is proportionadly cken from 
others. 
Nor, when the matter is fairly confidered, is there any in- 
conſiſtency in the exemption given to incomes below 60). 
That exemption is only 4 tibetal eonſtruction and exerciſe of 
the principle, that in Tevving à tax upon income; we ought 
not to extend it to incomes. Which may de neceſfiry to actual 
ſubſiſtence; and havi eſtabliſhed that point at 60. a year, 
here muſt be ſome'gradativns beyond it, in order. to arrive at 
the one. tenth :—otherwiſe, 1 it Would happen, that the man of 
51. @ year would. by the payment of 61, 108. become poorer 
than the man of 601. a year, and fo in proportion im advancing 


I er. ä X 
ee it might have been more ſtrictly Sotertisble to 5 
. 1 to have confined the ſcale within 100l. 
year, Bu 8 1 no opinion contrary to the more Hberal ad- ä 
ment Abich as been exerciſed by the framers of the Bill. I am 
only ſolicitous to eſtabliſh the conſiſtency of the principle, by 
which the inequalities of income remain as they were found; 
and by which the privations of the year bear, within the Near, 
by 1 an equal proportion upon all. N 
Ihe notion of requiring a bigher proportion "= this higher 
| claſſes, excluſive of its levelling tendency, would imp Chat 
in alf taxes upon conſumption alſo, every individual ih ald ow | 
rated in proportion to his mcome ; and that when à man of 
 49ol. a year pays Oy of fave ſhillings for a bomber of ah, 
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or ſor any given quantity of/ tea or wine the poſſeſſor of 4000). 
22 to pay fifty ſhillings. It is no anfwer do this, 


that the uſe of ſuch afticles is in fore” de ee 'volumtary. 
Happily, ſuch. a ſyſtem, which certainty would berurhuſt and 


moſt miſchievous.1s as certainly impracticabſeee. 


There is another. objection, which” is egal un n d 
though. more plauſible. We are told that one fy6 ging 


ali therefore," 2s à fair 
price er its proteQtion, that i gugit to pay iN! besten ty it 
value: for example; that an 1 fot ife heipg worth only 
ten years purchale, and zm income Telulting'fto 1 8 in 


A 


fee being worth thuty years pureſafe, the latter by do pay 


2 1 that, for a moment, and. when this notion firſt oc- 


ctirred in the debates of the laſt ſeſſion, I concejvett it to have 


ſome ſolidity; hut a little reſſection will ſhew, that the Whole 


difficulty ariſes from a confufion in terms, and ftom blending 


together the ideas of income and capital. Income, as income, 


cannot be diſtinguiſhed, and brought into à ſcaſe of taxation, 


whatever * be the nature and valve of the fund from which 


it is deriy he moment that income is rated by its value 


in the market, it ceaſes to have the. properties of incomes, and 


becomes capital. And. then a new queſtion preſents itfelf ;— 
will you impoſe your coritribution upon capital? I conceive 
that a tax on capital would be unattainable. How would it 


eſtate fo ſerrh, 
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on a ſtranger, how. is it more valuable to the poſſeſſor than any 
other annuity for liſe? The income ariſing from commerce 


or a profeſſion, becomes, om the retreat or demiſe of its preſent 


owner,' the property of another, juſt as much us the income 
ariſing from an eſtate or from an annuity for life or years. In 
ſhort, we cannot look to income, as liable to a different valu- 


ation in every ſpecifie eaſe ; nor as a property fairly to he deem- 


ed an object or ESROns ory a longer intereſt than the ap 
its poſſeſſor: & <4 +; 
- 58 fd. ge | 1 | 
Sit proprium e cui quam, punto quod 0 boræ 
Nunc prete nunc pretio, nunc vi, nunc ſorte ſuprema, 
Permutet dominos et cedat in altera jura. 


| And therefore it is, that by this Bill, in all caſes :ndliſcrigit» 
nately (and it it were not ere pie th would be unjuſt- 


1) the accruing,income of the year is made liable, for the year, 


do a deduCtion in a rated proportion which equally affects all. 


Such then, my Lords, is the plan before us; eſtabliſhing a 
ſyſtem of ſupply eſſentially important in the preſent ſtruggle, 
eſſentially. beneficial, on the eventual return of peace, and ſuch - 


as will hereafter induce all nations to pauſe, before they bring 
upon us the neceſſity of engaging in war with them. 


Fmuſt once more repeat, my Lords, that this meafure has been 


accompliſhed-b 75 the union of opinions reſpecting the nature of 


the French hoſtility; by the affectionate and grateful attach- 
ment which is felt b by All for a Sovereign who is. juſtly. conſi- 

his people; and by the confidence; which 
is repoſed in the councils. of that Sovereign, and in the wiſdom. 


Ry. of Parliament or, in other words, by the general convicton 


of men's minds, under which (as a noble Marquis pointedly 


_ expreſſed. himſelf on the firſt day of the Seſſion) . all oppoſi- 
tion is dead and buried.” -I may add without any want of 


candour, that the public opinion is unequivocally- marked, 
when public men, in a period of unexampled anxiety, can re- 


tire into obſcurity without exciting, in a great and enlightened 


Empire, even a whiſper of public regret. 
My Lords, I have repeatedly ſtood in this place, during the 


laſt five years, a foreboder of increaſing difficulties and dangers; 
nor ſhall Jever be diſpoſed: to flatter either your Lordſhips.or 


myſelf, or the Country at large But I now look - forwards 


and with. good hopes to the ng approach of better pro- 
ſpects. And at this hour, if we could contider ourſelves; merely 
as a maritime ſtate, ſingly oppoſed to France and to the Naval 
Powers who. are ſo unſortunate as to; be compelled ta act with 


F mage and to ſubmit to be called * alles, the conteſt would 


_— 
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be at am end. For what object of conteſt could there be bed 
tween nav antagoniſts; the one of which has loſt to the other, 
all its commerce, all its colonies; all its external poſſeſſions, all 
its ſeas, and nearly all its fleets; a loſs; wy u „ when the Spa- 
niſh and Dutch prizes are added-to the liſt, above three ſcore 
ſhips of the line, and mote than double that . gnar frigates? 
I cannot heſitate to ſay that a naval power, ſo circumſtanced, | 
and ſo blocked up in all its coaſts-and-parts, is defeated and 
beaten. Her inhabitants may collect in crowds upon the ſhore, 
and call hard names, and uſe opprobious language ; but they 
are beaten,” and have ceaſed to be # maritime people for a long 
period of time. So far as our infular mtereſts are in queſtian, | 
the war is brought to a predicament, in which a man may 
place his maps before him; and rack his information and * | 
nuity to find new objects of conqueſt and acquiſition... 

But in ſtating this, let me not be underſtood to give, or to 
convey any opinion relative; either to the weakrieſs or ſtability 
of the monſtrous government which has eſtabliſhed itſelf in 
France. It would be preſumption to fay what may be the per- 
manence of a power, which ſeizes and appropriates, without 
ſeruple or remorſe, the reſources of other nations. No man 
can foretel how long a lawleſs horde of robbers and murderets 
may ſubſiſt by pillage and by erimes, before they are overtaken 
by human or divine juſtice. But one truth at leaſt is obvious 
and certain. So long as the French leaders ſhall appear to 
have no means of exiſtence; but in prolonging the miſeries arid 
calamities which they have caufed ; and whilſt they tetain the 
appetite and power of miſchief and deſtruQion ; it would be 
madneſs and folly, on our part, to ſuppoſe that we can revert. 
in ſafety to the blefſings of peace. We ought not to ſiope for 
peace ſo long as the revolutionizing ſyſtetn maintains its ac- 
tivity. That activity is ſtill exerting itſelf, with all the agonies 
of fatigued but inſatiated malignity, and _ owes of 18 80 
n bankruptcy, diſcontent and revolt. 

80 far as the mere fafety of theſe iflands is in queſtion, we 
are ſafe in our own. courage and reſburces. But in looking 
towards the wiſhed: for 1 of -pacification, we muſt never 
forget, chat the ſecuri of Europe is eſſential to the qrpmire « 
| 1 - Britiſh Empire. e cannot ſeparate them. 
Permit me, my L before I Ta down, to advert ler- 
comſtupee, whieh, if left une zplained, might /ſubject mo to 

che u of ſpeaking with an illiberal warmth and pre- 
| On the preſent and on other occaſions, J have uſed. 

— lanzusge reſpecting the French as à nation And 
ſurely Wye YO! pon My nine Jy ho moſt: deteſtable 


people 
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people that ever diſgraced the globe en which we live, and 
breathe, and have our being. They have been, and till 
continue to be, the ſcourge and peſt of afflited humanity. 
But I wish, ance for all, to be undetſtood not to ſpeak of 
the French ſuch as I ſaw and knew them twelve years ago; 
nor of the French ſuch as 1 hope, one day, again to ſee 
them, I ſpeak of them as them as they are, a eredulous, 
ſubjugated, irreligious, immoral, and eruel people; blind in- 
firuments of the corruptions, caprices, and crimes of a few 
deſperate regicides. I ſpeak of them as they, are, and will 
continue to ſpeak of them on every occaſion that may pre- 
ſent itſelf; becauſe I feel and know, that we cannot be tos 
often and too ſtrongly impreſſed with a true opinion of our 
enemy, and with a true ſenſe of our danger, N in 
But, God forbid that I ſhould apply ſuch expreſſions to the 
yation which I ſaw, compoſed of a brave and generous nobility 
and a good tempered and ingenious people; even then however 
following falſe lights, and tending towards the precipice down 
which they have ſince fallen, It is among the bitter misfor- 
tunes of that nobilitv, and of the other reſpectable claſſes, 
forced into exile and laden with diſtreſſes of many kinds, to feel 
aſhamed of the country which gave them birth, and to carry 
about with them the ſentiment, that the very name of a French- 
man will, for ages to come, found gratingly to the ears of 
mankind — The contraſt, my Lords, is obvious and offers it- 
ſelf to our attention. I ſee it with complacency and with 
pride. It is a pardonable pride, and of a good moral ten- 
dency. Engliſhmen derive from their conſciouſneſs of being 
Englhſhmen, an elevation of mind, which, both to the preſent 
race and -to poſterity, will operate as an inceflant encourage - 
ment to national virtue and to right exertions. Vera gloria 
g adices agit, atque etiam propagatur. ee ee Ge” 
Lord Darley apologized for troubling the Houſe after the 
very able ſpeech which had been delivered in ſupport of the 
bill by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, but ſo fully convinced 
of its propriety, that he could not loſe the preſent opportu- 
_ nity of joining his voice in favour of the meaſure to that of 
both Houſes of parliament, and of the country at large. 
Though his noble friend went intoa great variety af topics ſug- 
geſted by the conſideration of the propoſed tax, two or three 
points had eſcaped his notice, to which he felt himſelf called 
upon to ſpeak; Among the objections made by a noble 
Lord (Lord Holland} to the bill, was one in particular, that 
it went. to a diſcloſure of the eircumſtances of the parties. 
Had the noble Lord carefully peruſed the whole of the bill, 
Fe f 9 | <4 I . he 
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18 would hate found, thut the objection ſo adyanced did not 
apply to inte landed intereſt, and that commercial p y 
Was as completely guarded frutm a * ers likely fo reſult 
from à diſcloſure, as the itature f could pot ibly: ad. 
mit of. It ſhould al ſo be rechen, that the Vi hat? not 
been hurried'throngh in the * . ith puted to it, but had un 
dergone the moſt ſerious and mithute inveſtigation. He would 
undertake to ſay, that the previous 1 inveſtigation had been 10 
ſtrict, as to render it at preſent Unnece(ſa ary to go into a de- 
tail of thoſe objections which had been. fully refuted in the 
other Houſe. With re ſpect to the probability which had 
been urged of the meaſure affeQing the funds, he would alk; 
if it were likely to do ſo, why that effect had not been already 


produced? The noble Kota declared, that he was averſe 


to abſtract propoſitions on political ſubjects, yet, after making 
that declaration, he made no difficulty of reading extracts 


ftom a work of the very nature he condemned. Lord Darn- 


ley concluded with abſerving, that the preſent meaſure Was 
one which their Lordihips were called upon by the molt 
powerful motĩves to ſanction/ as, excluſſvely of the great and 
ſalutary principle on hich it proceeded, it was alſo calcu- 
lated in every point of view to defeat the defigns, and ruiti 
the power of the enemy. It was now in the hands of the 
Houſe: and ithe public, and both were agreed that no other 
could ſo effectually anſwer the great object for eh it was 
intended. Such was the light in which he ſaw it; and he 
would / not waſte. more of their Lordſhips' ande while he 
ſaid that it ſhould have his cordial ſupport. 

Lord Holland roſe to explain. He ſais, he was perfedly 
ſenſible that any di ſcuſſion he was able to promote would be 
wholly without effect: his duiy, however, called upon him to 
ſtate abe object ions he had urged againſt the meaſure: With re- 
gard to the obſervations he had made on the work of a noble 


be by no: means quoted the book with an intention toſthrow- 
any flur upon its author, but, un the contraty, to ſtrengthen 


his argument by What he coneeived, to be a weighty and re- 


ſpectable authority. He could not, however refrain from 
animadverting upon the manner in, which his arguments 
againſt tho: bill had been treated: —inſtead of urging auy 


ſound arguments in reply to them, he was only told that his 
oppoſition Was a ſolitary one, and that the general ſenſe of 
the Houſe. as againſt him; he had, moreover, on a former 
day been given to underſtand by the OOO of State 

Vor. 8 30 that 


| 2 (Lord Auckland), he could aſſure that noble Lord that 


o 
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that no ambition was felt to convince him, or to conciliate his 
approbation of the meaſure. This ſurely was rather a ſtrange 
way of treating a member of that Houſe, who was placed in 
it by the conſtitution in order to deliver his opinion upon 
every topic according to his conſcience and the beſt of his 
judgment. Had he made uſe of ſuch unparliamentary lan- 
guage, he, no doubt, would have been accuſed of libelling the 
character and dignity of the Houſe. The noble Lord (Lord 
Auckland) had: alſo been pleaſed to expreſs a hope that age 
and experience might teach him to alter his opinions, as the 
noble Lord himſelf had done. He would not fay that he 
felt diſpoſed to imitate the example of the noble Lord in that 
+ rTeſpeQ, who had ſo egregiouſly changed his opinions both of 
men and meaſures; but, whenever he was induced to alter 
his political ſentiments, he truſted the change would be the 
reſult of fair inveſtigation and unbiafſed judgment, and that 
it ſhould be the work of his reaſon as far as it .could guide 
him, not the ſuggeſtion of intereſt or prejudiced partiality. 
It might be natural for the noble Lord to have made ſome 
change in his opinions on a ſubject like the preſent after the 
lapſe of twenty years, nor could a fair conſtruction of the 
words he quoted vindicate him from the imputation of that 
charge. The words of the book were not confined to vo- 
luntary contributions. They alſo admitted the impropriety 
of a diſcloſure of private circumſtances, and likewife the hard- 
ſhips to which a meaſure like the preſent would expole the 
landholder. The noble Lord was loud in the praiſe of the 
ſpirit and enthuſiaſm of the country manifeſted in the volun- 
x tary contributions and the payment of the triple afſefinent of 
| laſt year, yet unfortunately this panegyric is broadly - denied 
by the bill now before the Houſe, the preamble of which tells 
the world, that the reaſon for introducing it was the ſhame- 
ful evaſions practiſed laſt year, The noble Lord had alfa 
brought forward obſervatiogs not very cloſely connected wii 
the ſubject under debate. He talked of the French revolu- 
-. tjon (for into what debate is not that ſubject continually in- 
truded t) and there the noble Lord obſerved upon ſome expreſ- 
ſions which Were made uſe of in another place, where the 
French revolution was ſtyled © a;glorious fabric of wiſdom and 
integrity.“ He did not take up this with-a view of blaming 
or detending it: he was ſeldom tempted to defend a man who 
was {ſo much better able to defend himſelf. His intention 
only was to. ſay, that if from a well intended - meaſure evil 
Fonſequences might afterwards ariſe, this could not be fairly 
oy Ae han 2 A EE $ G4 ha, imputed 
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imputed-as a fault to the framers of the meaſure. Would it 
be juſt 10 impute to the manly oppoſition of Hampden on 
ſhip money, the fatal cataſtrophe that afterwards enſued ? If 
the Admiralty embarked in ſome great expedition, which af- 
terwards terminated in ſome great calamity, would it be fair 
to impute the failure to the noble Lord, who ſo ably ſuperin- 
tends that department, and about the integrity of whoſe in- 
tentions no man could entertain a doubt? — Where there was 
no evil intention, there could be no fault; and he would not 
heſitate to ſay, that had he been a Frenchman, he ſhould have 
felt it the pride of his life to have been concerned in that 
great event the revolution in France ; but, though he felt that 
ſuch would have been his ambition in ſuch a ſituation of his 
country as that of France then was, he was far from thinking 
fhat there could be any juſtice in making him anſwerable for 
the conſequences that have enfued. He wonld aſk, was the 
policy of the Quiberon expedition to be eſtimated by the iſſue _ 
of it? Would their Lordſhips now - contend, that his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, whom they have ſo generally ſupported, 
ſhould be made reſponſible * all the diſaſtrous conſequences 
of the war into which they had unfortunately plunged the 
nation? Surely not; and ill and inauſpiciouſly as the war has 
aQually been proſecuted, God forbid that he ſhould ſay, that 
miniſters ſhould be reſponſible for all its concomitant cala- - 
mities. Indeed, the firſt avowed object of the war was to 
reiiſt the unprovoked aggreſſion: of the French, and to fruſ- 
trate their ſchemes of aggrandiſement ; would miniſters have 
erſiſted in embarking in it, were they told all that has ſince 
enſued from it ; had they been told that France would be in 
poſſeſſion of all Italy; that ſhe would exert a commanding 
influence over Spain ; that ſhe would invade Holland, and 
make herſelf maſter of all its reſources : but eſpecially had 
they been told, that England ſhould be obliged to ſend mi- 
niſters to'negociate with thoſe very men, whoſe hands were 
ſtill reeking with the blood of air ſovereign, whoſe life we- 
were ſo anxious to ſave, or that we ſhould be now-exprefling 
an anxiety for the only man in the Directory, who had a hand 
- in that atrocious deed ? For his part he was, and he truſted 
he ſhould ever be, a ſincere and fin friend of. liberty, and as 
ſuch, he muſt feel with keener. regret, and deeper horror at 
the crimes and atrocities that might be committed in her 
name, than thoſe who never were conſcious of any fervour 
in her cauſe. | Under ſuch impreſſions, it could not, there- 
fogg, | be ſuppoſe3, that he was inclined to extenuate, much 
| 302 | Wer leſs, 
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to paliate or juſtify theſe atrocities. But he could not 
remarking, that the only object of the war that ſeemed to be 
accompliſhed, (for he could not doubt but that ſuch an object 
had been in viev/) was the rendering the name of liberty odi- 
ous tothe world, in which France has but too ably conſpired, 
as we unfortunately ſee from the pernicious and abominable- 
conſequences that have. lowed from ſome of her ſyſtems. 
But great and ſhocking as moſt undoubtedly is the guilt of 
the F rench, yet the effect of the war has as yet been the di- 
rect contrary of its avowed object; it has extended the do- 
minions and contributed to che aggrandiſement of the enemy. 
He would not have been induced to ſay much on this ſub- _ 
ject, had he not obſerved with what triumph the crimes of 
France and the deplorable effects of jacobiniſm are every mo- 
ment introduced, even to prove the propriety and neceſſity of 
a tax bill. The noble Lord has alſo thought proper to enter 
into a compariſon of this country with France. This was: 
indeed a theme in which he might exultingly indulge. The 
fleets of France had diſappeared. France could no longer be 
regarded as a nayal power. Her inhabitants could now only 
ſtand on their ſhores, and vent the impotence of their rage in 
calling us hard names, though not harder perhaps than had 
been called here in the Houſe of Lords, where ſome perſons 
might be characterized as being as abject in diſgrace, as they 
were loud and arrogant in proſperity. The noble Lord was 
alſo pleaſed to tell him that he could find no inaccuracies in 
the bill, This was not the caſe, on the contrary, he could 
thew it to be exceedingly inaccurate, which he then did by 
referring to clauſe 42, and he ſaid he could advert to a vari- 
ety of clauſes equally erroneous. The clauſe which enacted 
that thoſe who ſtated their income at the average of three 
years ſhould be allowed no abatement for any ſubſequent de- 
falcation, he thought peculiarly oppreſſive and unjuſt. Much 
greater deductions alſo ought to be allowed to farmers than 
thoſe which were now given: He perfectly agreed with the 
noble Lord, that it would be unjuſt to tax any claſs of men 
merely becauſe they were rich; but adopting the ſame prin- 
ciple upon which all income below Gol. was exempted from 
the tax, and an aſcending ratio admitted from that to 200. 
| he thought it might be carried to a ſtill higher amount. He 


Was told beſides, that the preſent meaſure was particularly 


calculated to raiſe the funds. But if the uſual mode of raiſing 
money by loan was to be abandoned, where was the neceflity 
of keeping up the funds? For his part he principally main-. 


tained 
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tained that the tax by being continued for any length of time 
would produce the worft conſequences, and that it would be 
;eapollible for the people to bear it, He felt it therefore his 
duty to continue his oppoſition to a meafure, which he was 


confident Tmuſt be finally productive of ſuch melancholly 
effecis. | 


Lord Grenville ſaid, that though he was fully ſatisfied that 


every thing that had the ſhadow of an argument againſt he 


bill had been completely refuted by his noble Friend (Lord 
Auckland) yet he could not help riſing to remind the noble 
Lord who had juſt been reading leſſons of propriety to the 
Houſe, that he ſhould not be himſelf fo frequenily the firſt to 
iofringe thoſe very rules which he was now ſo anxious to en- 
force. Whenever that noble Lord (Lord Holland) ſpoke upon 
any ſubject, he ſcarcely ever failed claiming a right to anſwer, 
and that not in a few words, by way of explanation, but in 
another long, regular and detailed ſpeech. "This was a mode 
of proceeding which irreſiſtibly called for ſome animadver- 


ſion, and the manner in which the noble Lord had alluded to 


him was ſurely an unjuſtifiable breach of order. It was not, 
however, uſual with him over rigorouſly to urge the orders of 
the Houſe, eſpecially from any ſelfiſh motives, but he owed it 
to the Houſe, and the Houſe itſelf was bound to ſee its long 

eſtabliſhed rights and rules duly reſpected well remember- 
ing moribus antiquis flat Roma. To this it behoved their 
Lordfhips! jealouſy to attend, and not to ſuffer any noble Lord 
to break through the order of debate, and violate the rules of 
the Houſe from a principle of convenience to any individual, 

for if that noble Lord ſhould aſſume it as a right to repeat a- 
new'the whole of his arguments, would it not be the uty of 
the Houſe to reſiſt it, and prevent the worſt of all dialogues— = 
orational dialogues for, if one noble Lord be indulged in 
this repetition, ſurely i it is but fair to extend to others the 
ſame privilege, whoſe duty it might be not to permit ſuch. 
obſervations or arguments to paſs by unobſerved or unrefuted. 
Words faid to have been uſed elſewhere in praiſe of the 
French ręvolution, or, as it is called, the French conſtitution, 
had been introduced this night into the debate; it was ex- 
tolled as the nobleſt fabric of wiſdom and integrity; and the 
noble Lord did not ſtick at ſaying that, if he had then lived 
in France, it would have been his pride and boaſt to have 
been one of thoſe who contributed to the eſtabliſhment of 
that glorious * * here he would not heſitate to ſay, 


nay, 
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nay; he would ſay it moſt unequivocally- and diſtinctly, that 
he felt not the leaſt deſire to be approved in any thing he did 
by any perſon who was voy 6" of holding ſuch opinions, or 
as long as he continued to hold ſuch opinions; for, what was 
this noble fabric which it was ſo glorious to concur in erect- 
ing? It was a conſtitution, if ſuch it could be called, the 
moſt nauſeous, the moſt weak, the moſt flimſy, the moſt lu- 
dicrous and deformed, that ever diſgraced the mind of man; 
a conſtitution which never betrayed the leaſt trace of wiſdom. 
or integrity, but which was wickedly deviſed and framed for 
the cataſtrophe of that bloody tragedy which it has ever ſince 
cauſed to be ated. Yet, after ſeeing how the evils it has 
produced are (till daily growing, and ſpreading havock and 
devaſtation into every country which its abettors can invade, 
whether they be under monarchical or republican govern- 
ments, the noble Lord aſks us, if we ſhould have embarked 
in the war had we foreſeen the conſequences that have en- 
fued? To that noble Lord he would anſwer—Yes:: ten 
times, and a thouſand times would we have ated the ſame 
part, ſooner than bend before thoſe who ſought to crouch the 
independence of Europe ; and above all, to humble the power 
of this dreaded country, which was the firſt object their in- 
veterate animoſity was anxious to accompliſh. He would 
for himſelf repeat it a hundred times over, that had he been 
perfectly aſſured before hand of all the events which had 
happened, the ſubjugation and pillage of Italy, the conqueſt 
| of Holland, or even the murder of the king of France, he. 
| would have recommended the adoption of the fame ſyſtem 
| Bs which this country had purſued, and which he ſhould conſider 
| 


as deriving additional urgency from thoſe very circumſtances. 
Nay, when he reflected on the ravages committed in the 
whole civilized community of the. world by that wild and 
[ wicked domination; by a revolution which no man could 
| think of, much more approach in diſcuſſion, without horror; 
| when he beheld the face of Europe diſtorted in every fea- 
ture, disfigured with the blood of kings, or the violation of 
perſonal liberty and perſonal rights, what muſt be his feel- 
ings, what his indignation at the authors of ſo many crimes, 
and ſuch a complication: of black and hideous miſchief? 
Was not Italy polluted, was, not Switzerland plundered, ſack- 
ed, enſlaved ;*the ſcene of general devaſtation and of maſ- 
ſacre? Theſe things had all happened in their ſucceſſion ; 
yet could he have foreſeen that ſuch would be the "_— of 
5 | N that 
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that monſtrous revolution, thoſe, aye ten times more he would | 
- have ſacrificed-to ſtem the tide of thoſe: vicious and falſe prin- 
ciples, to keep out from the human mind that glare of delu- 
Gve light, fantaſtically called philoſophy, but which in truth 
was no other than the inflammable effuſion. of -revolutiona 
madneſs, This country had honourably, and, thank Gad, as 
yet ſucceſsfully reliſted that power which ſought nat only to 
overwhelm every ſtate in its vicinity but our own. And (con- 
cluded his Lordſhip) we ſhall continue our exertions; we 
ſhall ardently maintain the ſtruggle—we ſhall.give to Europe 
the awful but animating, example of a nation combating ir- 
religion, injuſtice, oppreſſion, tyranny; and not for ourſelves - 
alone, but for the world. In this reſolution. I: confeſs I 
firmly remain, and if there can be any room for the gratifi- 
cation of private vanity amidit ſuch ſcenes of public diſtreſs 
and calamity, it ſhall always be my boaſt, that in ſuch a reſo- 
lution I have at firſt concurred, and ſhall ſtill more ſtedfaſtly 
perſevere. T5 Tun u hey ant | 1 
Lord Holland roſe once more to ſay a word or two in ex- 
planation. He declared that he little expected to have heard 
za complaint on/the ſcore. of departure from order like that 
juſt urged againſt him, as he had ſo frequently ſeen the forms 
of the Houſe infringed (if it were an infringement) in like 
manner, by the noble Secretary of State himſelf. l 
Lord 4aueonberg ſaid, he had firſt viewed the bill with a 
jealous eye, and therefore gave it a very minute inveſtigation; 
but when be alſo attended to the exigencies of the ſlate and 
to the. general calamities that hung over Europe, he could 
not but admire and commend the firm, -refolute, and undiſ- 
mayed conduct of thoſe Who had; framed the meaſure in 
queſtion, and brought it to its. preſent ſtate of perfection; a 
meaſure. of finance which was to convince the enemy that 
our reſources equal our neceſſities, and that the ſpirit of the 
nation, far from being repreſſed by it, will under its influenge 
be ſtimulated to higher enterprize, and raiſed to a higher pitch 
af force than eyer it eſſayed or attained in any known period 
af our hiſtory. He ſhould therefore moſt cordially ſupport 
the bin. ted 1200 eee 
The Duke of Bedford roſe towards the concluſion of the 
Debate, and begged, their Lordſhips' indulgence, while he 
ſtated his ſentiments - on a bill which he thought of the laſt 
degree of importance io all the various intereſts of the coun- 
, and which, in his opinion, it well behoyed thejr _ 
Be. 8 # WE. 
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— moſt deliberately to weigh and conſider before they read * 
it a third time. In ſtating his ſemiments, however, he Would 
endeavour to expreſs them as conciſely: as poſſible. | 
Tho bill turned upon two great and leading pijagipics, 
beſides comprehending a large variety of other ſubordinate 
points and conſiderations. The firſt of the two principles 
was, how far it was wile and expedient to raife a gregt por- 
tion. of the ſupplies: within the year, rather than by the uſual 
way of loan? It was impoſſible to diſcuſs this prineiple by 
arguments drawn from experience or comparatiye effect, bo- 
cauſe it was a mere ſpeculative queſtion, and therefore could 
not be treated in the ſame manner as that; which had ſtood 
the teſt of trial in repeated inſtances ever fince the eſtabliſh - 
ment of the funding ſyſtem. There was, however, the con- 
ſtant and uniform practice of our anceſtors againſt it; nay 
more, there was the practice of the preſent Miniſter himſelf, 
who had, during five years of expenſive war for he would 
not call it rumous, or uſe any expreſſion that might lead to 
the diſcuſſion of ſubjects: that had been again and again agi- 
_ tated within thoſe walls, and to which he did not that night 
mean to call their. Lordſhips- attention; But, during five 
years of expenſive. war, the preſent miniſter had) himſelf 
followed the ancient plan of raiſing the ſupplies by loans; 
and, inaſmuch as that amounted to, it was to be taken into 
conſideration, as warranting the inference, that the preſent 
miniſter had hitherto t that mode of raiſing the ſup- 
plies preferable to an attempt to raĩſe them within the year. 
If, then, we were now to adopt the mode recommemled b 
this bill, it would be an admiſſion that the author of it had 
been for that ſpace of time in the wrong, and that the pre- 
ſent was prefprable to that which he had hitherto purſued. 
No noble — he believed, would ſupport it as 3 
good; but would merely argue for it as — and adapted 
o our prxeſent circumſtances: but yet he thought it would: 
not be diſhcult to prove that, egen comparatively, it was a 
injurious mode of railing the ſupplies than that Which 
been ſo long purſued. In the ouiſet of a war, indeed, 
he admitted that this method might have one good effect—it 
might make a people cautious how they plunged themſelves 
ily, and KP cy due conſideration; into War. But, whe-- 
ther being actually engaged inwar; whether, wheer having in 
five years created a debt er in its amount than the whole 
= what had — 6 during the hundred years preced- 
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treme doubt. The ſecond principle of the bill for their 
Lordſhips diſcuſſion was, Whether, if the propriety of rai- 
ſing A great part of the ſupplies within the year were ad- 
raitted, the propoſition now offered of raiſing thoſe ſupplies 
' by. a tax on income was the deſirable means? This was 4 


meaſures of the laſt year were conſidered ; ſor, as by raiſing 


ral ptinciple of raiſing the ſupplies within the year was re- 
cogniſed, it might hereafter be contended that, by. adopting 
the preſent bill, they recogniſed the principle of taxing in- 


_ conſideration ; fors nothing could be more injurious to the 
community, nor more fatal to the ſtate, than to aſſume this as 


general practice in taxation, to levy as great a portion as 
poſlible of the ſum wanted upon articles of luxury ahd'of 
conſumption ; and, ſo long as that practice could be con- 
tinued, it would never be conſidered as materially unjuſt in 
its operation, though one deſcription might for the moment 
de more immediately touched than others, and although. the 
whole community might not pay towards it in equal propor- 
tions, {till, as it was optional, it could not be deemed funda- 
mentally wrong. If, therefore, it was abandoned, it was a 
confeſſion that we could not go on in the moſt equitable 
. courſe of taxation; for on no other ground could that courſe 
be abandoned, but that the taxes would be ſo oppreſſive, that 
people, in order to avoid them, would diſuſe the articles 
taxed, This, then, muſt be conſidered as a forced contribu- 
tion; and*as ſuch it would be conſidered. If the ſum could 
be raiſed by a tax on conſumption, every body muſt acknow- 
ledge that it would bea preferable mode. But if the ſtate of 
the realm was ſuch, thata forced Eontribution muſt be the 
means of ſupporting the government, then it became their 
Lordſhips to conſider well whether the general principle of 
taxation, which required that every man ſhould Pay in pro- 
portion to the protection he received, which prote 
commenſurate with his property, was conſulted and aded 
upon in this bill. In his mind the criterion was extreme! 


- profeſſed to be, upon income; in another it would be a tax 

upon capital. A temporary tax upon income muſt in its na- 

ture be in many inſtances a tax upon! capital. The preſent 
1 4 SS. . | 5 


Wet, SO. „ 


or 


a+ 


ing, we ſhould'adopt this mode now? was a queſtion of ex- | 
queſtion of material importance in the view in which the 
7,000,0001. within the year, it was contended that the gene- 


come, In this view it required their Lordſhips' moſt ſerious 


a principle recogniſed, and to act upon it. It had been the | 


ion Was 
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"oe tax was ſaid to be for three years... Thus, then, a perfors 
poſſeſſed of 1000]. a year, andexpending the whole of It, can- 
not, without conſiderable inconvenience to himſelf, abridge 
Kis expenditure to gool. whereas, by taking from his capital 
ol. he will diminiſh his income but $1. a year for each year, 
aud with. comparatively a ing een, he will be 
thus enabled to pay his tax. Perſons, on the other hand, 
ho poſſeſs greater incomes than they annually expend, con- 
vert their ſurplus into capital. In both caſes, therefore, the 
tax, in truth, takes from their capital and not from their in- 
come. Yet poſſeſſing this clear character of being in moſt 
inſtances a tax upon capital, it would not be difficult to ſhew 
how unequal it would be in its operation; for if the annui- 
tant is obliged to have recourſe to his capital, you take ſrom 
him a fiftieth part of his property, as the average value of 
exiſting annuities cannot be ſaid to be more than five years 
purchaſe. You take from the ſtockholder little more than a 

* rwo-hundredth part, and from the land owner only a three-hun- 
drei pat. This may be fufficient to ſhew its inequality, but ; 


— #1 


feu it will be more clearly illuſtrated in the ſituation of a 
h 


erſon having property in.the ſhort annuities, compared with 
hat of another Whohas inveſted the ſame ſum in the 3 per cents. 
Two perſons have inveſted the ſame ſum in the ſane ſecu- 
rity, that is, in the public funds, and conſequently with the 
faith of Government equally pledged to them. ie one re- 
Ceiyes an income for his money of 200l. a year. The other 
receives about 751. yet relatively both theſe perſons receive 
the ſame value for their money according to the funds they 
have choſen; for, in the one caſe, the public repay, as it 
were, the principal, together with intereſt upon it, by inſtal- 
ments, becauſe. in nine years. the whole is to terminate; 
whereas, in the other cafe, the public pay only the intereſt, 
becauſe. the annuity is perpetual. The proportion, con- 
tinued the Duke, is juſt, becauſe the perſon poſſeſſed of the 
| ſhort annuity, may, by inveſting all the ſurplus above 751, in 
ſtock, re- create his principal by the time that the annuity ex- 
pires. It is manifeſt, therefore, that all which he receives 
above 751 a year is part of his capital repaid him, and can- 
not he conſidered as income. Yet upon his 200l. a year he is 
to pay 201. a year to this tax, while the other is to pay a little 
more than one pound. In this view it is impoſſible to re- 
cConcibe it with the principles of equity, e e 
_ - cales might be quoted in which the hardſhip of the tax would 
be felt in the ſame n,, Ps 3 
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If the tat ſhould endure ſo long as to make it inconve- 
nient for a perfon to diſcharge it by difpoſing of a part of his 


_ "capital, then in its effect, it will have all the conſequences of 
* A permanent tax; in which cafe it will not only prove more 


jurtous to individuals, but to the general welfare of the 
ſtate; for there is a more eſſential diſtinction between faking 
2 forn from the public upon articles as they are conſumed, 


and taking a ſum from the means by which produce is to he 


obtained. The latter ſtrikes directly at the vital principle of 
all national proſperity, for it operates as a check upon im- 


| 4 provement. Tythes alſo, the Duke obſerved, operated usa 


confiderabledrawback on landed property, about the abolition 
of which he did not believe there were two opinions; when 
he ſaid this, he begged not to be miſunderſtood; he had no 


idea of following the example of Franee, and depriving the 


bon ©. of 'their tythes without giving them an devoid com- 
penfat 

hes in ſome other way; and in that, whenever a fit ſub- 
itute could be found, he might venture to fay, the general 


with of all deſcriptions concurred. | Ir was whiſpered to the 


- Duke, that the laity poſſeſſed tythes to a large amount 
throughout the kingdom ]. The Duke faid, certainly, and the 
. Jame argument will apply to the laity holding tythes as to the 
clergy. He continued—at a time when every writer upon 


political economy—every praQtitioner in huſbandry, is of 


' opinion, that tythes operate as a generalcheck tothe advance- 
ment of agricuhtore, and the melioration of the country, you 


are abvut, my Lords, to adopt a meaſure which will eſtabliſh 


a new tythe over the whole kingdom, and. that which in its 
; —— operation is deemed to be ſo injurious, you are about 


1 and extend to all the arts and manufactures, as 


| as to add it to the exiſting tythe upen agriculture, Now 
when it is agreed upon all hands that the tythe which is de- 


rived from annual profits, ought tobe converted into principal, 
if it could be done without affecting the intereſts. of thoſe. 


who derive thetr income from it, you are about to eſtabliſh a 
more enlarged tythe, and that in the heavieſt way; for it not 
only propoſes to take a ten h of every man's induſtry, but in 
many caſes a tenth of the capital neceffary to be employed in 
order to make that induſtry productive. In the mixed and 
uncertain tendency of the tax, the moſt ſtriking incqualitics 


Would impede even its ſucceſs as a meaſtire. of finance, - 


©* Whereas, if it had been directed at capital; it would have been 
"eſs complicated, and Jeſs unequal. -Itis a- pretty general 
5 155 9 - opinion 
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jon, but to give ſhem the value and amount of their 
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opinion that capital cannot be got at or aſcertained; but if 
be principle be once admitted, that capital or property is to 
be charged in $a ger to the protection it 'derives from the 
8 ſurely it may be diſoovered. I do not feel it to 
de my duty, continued the noble Duke, becauſe I ſtate m 
objections to one tax, or to one mode of taxation, that 
ſhould ſuggeſt another in its ſtead; but yet, I think that a 
tax might be found equal to the exigency of the moment, 
and not liable to any of the objections which are juſtly ad- 
wanced againſt this bill I mean a tax upon ſucceſſions, not 
merely collateral but lineal. This is not my idea, but is the 
ſuggeſtion of a noble Friend of mine, whoſe abilities this 
Houſe has often had occaſion to witneſs, particularly on 
points of finance (the Earl of Lauderdale). þ will be need- 
leſs now to enter into the details, as I hope that my noble 
Friend will digeſt and give to the public his ideas on the ſub. 
ject. I entertain no doubt of the advantage to be derived 
from it. I ſpeak more confidently on the ſubjeQ, becauſe I ! 
can claim no merit from having thrown it out; and yet, if it 
ſhould be found to be impracticable, I muſt incux ſome blame 
for having mentioned it. 3 
Having ſtated my objections to the principle of the bill, I 
come next, my Lords, to its particular proviſions. The pro- 
feſſed object of the bill is to take a tenth of that income of 
which every perſon is poſſeſſed ; but in many inſtances it Will 
operate in a e pagan proportion, and, in my opinion, it is 
highly unjuſt and impolitic that it ſhould take even the tenth 
in a variety of caſes. I have no heſitation in ſaying, that the 
profits derived from the practice of ſcience, ought in no caſe 
to be taxed. Tt ſhould bethe'policy of every ſtate to cheriſh, 
cultivate and protect the arts, and to give ſuch encourage- 
- ment to profeſſional men of every deſcription, as ſhould en- 
gage their ſettlement in the country; and therefore, it is not 
until cheir profits ſhall be turned into capital, that they ought 
to be made the objects of taxation, beyond the articles of 
mere conſumption incjdent to all the community. Then 
they may be the ſubject of taxation, inaſmuch as that capital 
is protected. But laying general principles aſide, I contend, 
that by ihe preſent bill, a greater proportion, or more than a 
tenth in many inſtances, 3 from them, and if I recur to 
the aſſeſſed tax act for laſt year, I find there enough to war- 
rant me in this aſſertion. When that bill paſſed laſt year, 
there were introduced. into it in the courſe of its progreſs 
through the Houle, a variety of exceptions, calculated to rg- 
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lieve particulax claſſes of men, and to make allowances in their 
favour, to which they were well entitled in reaſon and in juſ- 
tice, but no ſuch exceptions are made ſor them in the 'preſent 
bill. Why they ſhould-not have occurred to thoſe who were 
concerned in the framing of the bill now, or why they have not 
been attended to, I am, at a loſs to imagine. I mean allow- 
ances in favour of profeſſional men, whoſe income cannot he 
conſidered as à clear profit, a large portion of it being neceſſa- 
rily expended, in order to enable them to exerciſe their profeſ- 
ſion. A medical man, for iuſtance; can any noble Lord ima- 
gine that the whole income of a medical man is clear gain !— 
Much the contrary ; every man knows that a phyſician who 
goes in his carriage to viſit his patients, will have more buſineſs 
than a phyſician who walks on. foot. His carriage and his 
horſes, therefore, are to be conſidered as implements of his bu- 
ſineſs, and ought to be allowed for as they were in the former 
* bill. Other profeſſional men ought to have been in like man- 
ner conſidered. Did not every man know that it coſt a lawyer 

a conſiderable ſum yearly to enable him to purſue. his profeſ- 
ſion ; agd it was the ſame with various other deſcriptions of 
perſons employed in ſcientific purſuits. - ö 


lis Grace then came to an argument which, he ſaid, he 
almolt heſitated to ſtate, becauſe he was aware of the obloguy 
which was too frequently thrown upon perſons who might be 
ſuppoſed in any poſſible view to ſtate their own caſe, or a caſe 
that in any way affected themſelves; yet, in ſpite of obloqu 
he would diſcharge his duty. He alluded to the ſituation of 
land owners under the operation of this bill. It was obvious 
that every perſon poſſeſſed of large eſtates muſt incur a conſi- 
derable expence under the head of agency. They mult neceſ- 
ſarily employ agents in order to manage thoſe eſtates, to collect 
their rents, and to ſuperintend and inſpe& them. No allow- . 
ance was made in the bill for their expences, and yet the ſums 
thus paid in ſalaries would again come to be aſſeſſed and would 
be j aid tothe tax by the agents themſelves ; for though in many. 
inſtances land owners did not give ſalaries ſufficient to bring their 
agents within the full charge of the proviſions of the bill, yet in 
no cafe perhaps was an agent for an eſtate employed whoſe. 
whole income did not one way or another amount to,200).” a 
year. Here then was an inſtance in which the amount of the 
ſums thus paid to agents would be taxed twice—firft,” by the 
land owner, who was not allowed to dedu&t it from his income; 
and, ſecondly, by the agent who received it. If, again, the fa- 
lary given to an agent were but a juſt remuneration of his ſer- 
yices, his employer muſt diſcharge the tax tor him, and conſe- 
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god) mut pay 20 per cent. on that part of his income. 
The next — 4 of inequality Was, that Abr it eſtabliſhed 
In many inſtances that income was not to be aſcertained exactly 
by what a perſon received. in the year preceding, but by an ave- 
rage of three, five, or more years, according to the particular 
circumſtances of the cafe; A trader was to decide for himſelf. 
This option Was clearly given to him as au advantage, and 
meant to operate as an alleviation from the too great preffure of 
the tax. "This was clearly the ground of the option given, and 
upon no other principle, he conceived, could it be reforted to; 
3 not then make the proviſion general ? The principle of 
the bill was to take from each man a.tenth, and no more, of 
that which be has to diſpoſe of. He found, however, that in 
the caſe of land owneys, and of the eccupiers of land, that it 
was left in the power of the commiſfioners to decide on the 
manner in which this ſhall be computed. It would not be dif- 
© KHcult to ſhew that this provifion muſt be exceedingly injurious 
to the intereſts of land owners, and to the occupiers of land, as 
in many inſtances they would be obliged to pay a far greater 
proportion than one tenth. In the cafe of income arifing from 
woods, fines, . &c, it frequently happened thar a much larger 
ſum than ordinary was eee in one year. The money ſo 
acquired was either expended at the time, and therefore oughi 
not to be taxable now, or, which was a ſtronger caſe, it might 
be converted into capital, and the profits ariling from it were 
no to come annually under the charge of this bill. Or ſup- 
poſe, which alſo frequently happened, that the ſum thus re- 
ceived was laid out in the improvement of the lands, then the 
increaſed rental was ſubject to this tax, while by the diſcretion 
thus given to the commiſſioners, they could go back, and tax 
the principal ſum itſelf. This, the Duke ſaid, was clearly and 
manifeſtly unjuſt. _ MY | 25 
2 And now, that he was upon averages, he would remark on an 
extraordinary clauſe in the bill, which ſays that no perſon 
all deduct from income the whole of what he had expended 
in repairs either of his Houſe, or of utenfils employed in trade 
the n but his expenditure muſt be taken om an 
average of the three, years preceding. Any perſon who knew 
how houſes were let in London muſt be aware that beſides the 


common ordinary and trifling repairs, once in fourteen ie or 

in twenty - one years, or at the period of the renewal of his leaſe, 

the tenant, was obliged to expend a conſiderable fun in the re- 
p:iring or feftting, under covenants with his landlord. By 

dhe pisient bill, a perſon. poſſeſſed of 8ool. a year, Will, if he 
bauappens to have expended 6001. on his Houſe, two 9 * 
„ COTE rot | | 2 ceding 


—_ . P” 


ba 


12 = 
* 
8 7 \ 
- þ . 3 
* , 


8 | * | * 


1 8 
: 5 
* ' . 
- R 


9 — 


— 


ii WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. «7% 
_ . , ceding the paſſing of this act, be allowed a deduction of 200L. 
for repairs, aud conſequently will be taxed only upon boal. 
But F he has expended the 6001. in repairs one yeax before: the 
paſſimg of this bill, he will be allowed 2001. a year, for the two 
_ _- faſt Fears of the operation of the bill. And if he ſhall expend 
| the boo. in the actual year of the paſſing of the act, and that 
the Act ſhall laft three years, he will be allowed by the bill 
deduct for the whole of the 600l. at the rate of 200), a year, 
which be 5 in truth to be, for his income the fuſt year will 
be only 2001. having laid out the Gool. in repairs the year be- 
fore this act expires; he, though his income will be only 2001. 
will be taxed upon bool. a thing which is very une qual. 
__ Another cafe in which land owners will have to pay mote 
than a tenth is from the neceſſaty expence of repairs. .. By the 
Bill a fixed ſum is allowed, and in many inftances the allowance 
is certaialy ſufficient; but in others, it will not be ſfo.—Land- 
lords often contract with their tenants upon renewal of leaſes, 
to expend large ſums of money either in repairs, or the erection 
of new buildings ili the three, four or five. firſt years of the 
Teaſe, and they derive encreafſed rents from the ſum thus laid 
out, Lou now tax them on thoſe increaſed rents, without al- 
9 them for the {ſums expended by which they were ob- 
tained, In many counties landlords contract with their te- 
nants to make them an allowance in proportion to the ſums ex- 
pended iu manuring and improving the ſoil; yet no deduction 
is allowed; and here, inſtead of a zoth, you take perhaps a gth. 
The Duke ftated a variety of other caſes to illuſtrate his poſi- 
tion, and concluded this part of his ſubject with ſaying, that in 
many of theſe inſtances, unleſs the landlord ſhould. take upon 


himſelf the paying of the tax, the farm would certainly. be 
thrown up. 1 | 


i 


He came now, he_faid, to a more material, and indeed to 
the moſt material objection. The landlords might be ruined, 
Without perhaps involving the country. in their Pall; but, my 
Lords, faid his Grace, if you ruin the farmers, you ruin the ha- 
tion. Every thing depends upon. them and they muſt be ſup- 
ported. I conſider them as peculiarly oppreſſed by this miea- 
fure, and it will be found that you muſt give them an allevia- 
tion of the burthens you impoſe, or you will 2 them. 
Merchants and traders are charged one-tenth on the clear 
amount of their profits. They have the option of calculating 
thoſe profits either on an average of three. years, or of taking 
them on the amount of the laſt, and that is undoubtedly fait. 
But they are forced to no diſeloſure; but farmers are obliged - + 
| Jo render an account of the exact rents they pay, voor : 


ba 
£448 
L 
Pd 


— 


4 - b * LAS) of , 
= n F * j 
g 4 
* 
, - 2 . * 
* a ”- 
* ? * 7 I” 
, \ 
, -# : - 
1 > * 
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thoſe rents the tax is laid; and even here you aſſume a diſcre- 
tion which is moſt injutious to this valuable claſs of the com- 
munity. Vou fay that a farmer renting under 300l. a year, 
ſmall pay upon at leaſt one-half, and not more than two-thirds 
of his rack- rent, a tax of ten per cent. A farmer renting above 
300l. a, year ſhall pay upon three: fifths, and not more than 
three-fourths, the ſame tax of ten per cent. Here you make 
no allowance for extraordinary loſſes; nor do you give him the 

option of an average, by Which he may cover one year with 

* another; though nothing is ſo variable as the income of a far- 

mer. But you ſay that the profits are fixed ſo low tliat it can 
be no hardſhip to him. To this I might be diſpoſed to aſſent, 
though in ſome caſes I could prove it to be injurious and un- 
founded. But what will your Lordſhips ſay to a clauſe in the 

body of the bill. which evidently takes from the farmer all the 
protection he enjoys from the moderation of his charge? There 
is a clauſe empowering the Commiſſioners, or the Surveyor, or 
the Inspector, if to any of them it ſhall appeat that the farmer 
makes a greater profit than that Which he will be called upon 
by the above proviſion to pay, then it ſhall. be Jawful for them 
to direct the farmer to give in an account of his gains and pro- 
fats; and it appears to me that it is entirely left to the diſeretion 
of the commiſſioners whether they will charge him upon an 
average of three years, or upon the one preceding year. At all 
events he is to pay a tenth of his profits, be they what they 
may, if, by ſo charging him, they can take more than by the 
proportion of his rent. Lou firſt eſtabliſh. a minimum and a 
maximum, but depart from it the moment that a Surveyor or 
Inſpector may think his profits exceed the maximum; you lay 
down your rule, only to depart from it whenever it ſhall ſuit 
your f m i ot NE i GON, 
I would aſk; if the bad faith of farmers is proverbial? if the farmer 
has not as you aclayn, to be truſted as the merchant or trader? 
I hope and believe they are, both to be truſted; yet to the one 
you give an alleviation which to the other you refuſe, I need 
hardly, Lam ſüxe, detain your Lordſhips for an inſtant in de- 
railing caſes to ſnew the hardſhip which this mode of taxing the 
farmer wilt bring on the moſt ſkilful and the moſt induſtrious. 
A grazier mult geceſſarily, ip. the common courſe of ſeaſpns 
and of markets, have nowand then a loſing year; which either 
ſollows a year of grain, or is followed by one ſufficient to make 
up his loſs. By this bill ygu charge him upon the year he 
loſes, no matter What his loſs may he, in proportion to his rent; 
and in the year he gains, juſt ſuffieient to make up his loſs, you 
charge him upon the Whole of his profits, in that particular 
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year, without making any allowance for his bad year. Can 
you call this juſt or equitable? Is this protection to the far- 
mer? And this does not hold good of the grazier only; but is 
in fact applicable to all the varieties of farming. Every perſon 
who is converſant with the beſt manner of managing a tillage 
farm, knows that a man entering upon a leaſe for twenty. one 
. years; endeavours to expend the whole of the capital he means 
to employ in the buſineſs in improvements in the firſt years of 
that leaſe—he is content himſelf with a mere ſubſiſtence; until 
he ſhall have brought his farm into heart; and he does not look 
for, nor expect his returns, until he has done ſo. I wiſh your 
Eordfhips to conſider how the tax muſt operate upon him. 
You charge him at the beginning of his leaſe upon a rent which 
he does not make; but the moment his profits begin, you quit 
his rent, and take from him a tenth of his profits, whatever 
they may be. Theſe profits are clearly, to a conſiderable de- 
gree, the return of a part of his capital; and here therefore you 
not only charge dim upon the profits derived from his capital 
and his induſtry, but a part of his capital itſelf. Farmers who 
expend much of their income in manuring their lands with marle, 
aſhes and different earth to improve their farm and render it 
productive will ſuffer' under this bill on the principle I have 
juſt ſtated. I helieve the farmers in Scotland, though worthy: 
men, are no more uſeful or. more honeſt than the Engliſh far- 
mers, but Scotch farmers are not ſo hardly dealt by; I know 
not for what reaſon ſuch a line of diſtinction and differenee is 
drawn. I could illuſtrate the evil tendency of this proviſion by 
a variety of other inſtances equally ſtriking ; but Fam ſute that 
from your own local knowledge, they muſt occur to your 
| Lordſhips. | * yh | A 
On theſe grounds, the Duke ſaid, he thought it his duty to 
remonſtrate againſt the preſent meaſure; he thought it injuri- 
ous, impolitic, and anjuſt—injurious, inaſmuciy as it not only 
deviated from that principle, which alone ought to goyern 
States in their ſyſtem of taxation, particularly when they were 
_ obliged to reſort to forced contributions - namely, that of taking 
from each individual, in proportion as he had property protect- 
ed by that State but that it went to eſtabliſh over the whole 
* that which in its now partial operation was deemed 
moſt injurious to the proſperity of the nation, namely, the rak- 
ing a tythe from the profits of a man, without contributing 
eithet to the exertions or the expence neceſſary to produee thoſe 
profits —irmpolitic, from its being a continued ſource of vexa- 
tion, and by harraſſing the people, likely to make them diſcon- 
Vor. I. 1799. 20. 31 tented 
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tented with their government :—unjuſt, becauſe, pretending, 
as it does, to take a tenth of that which each individual has an- 
nually to diſpoſe of, in many inſtances it takes a far greater pro- 
portion. . Pexſons deriving their income from profeſſions are 
not allowed the drawbacks they are entitled to; the land own- 
ers, in ſeveral inſtances, will have to twenty per cent., and 
the farmers, as he before ſtated, were ſhamefully oppreſſed in 
compariſon with the merchants and traders. He was aware, 
from the manner in which he had argued the queſtion, he 
might by: ſome be ſuppoſed to have been pleading the cauſe of 
the land owners, but it muſt be recollected that he had argued 
their caſe only on the principle laid down in the preamble of 
the bill, namely, the taking from every one an exact tenth of 
that which he had aunually to diſpoſe of; whereas, if his plan 
were adopted, viz. that of taking an equal proportion of every 
man's property, then it would fall more heavily, as it ought, on 
the land owners. Theſe, were the perſons who derived the 
greateſt benefit from the protection afforded by the ſtate ; they 
were, in deſpite of themſelves, fixed to the country, and they 
ought to pay accordingly. He concluded by ſaying, that be 
had ſo far ſtated his objection, he did not however mean to op- 
poſe the bill, he thought it nevertheleſs right to remonſtrate 
againſt it, though he did not expect what he had ſaid would 
no be attended or do any. whatever, becauſe he had, in 
the courſe of the laſt five years, often debated many queſtions 
without, in his opinion, any good having refulted from it. He 


had, within the ſame period, often oppoſed acts of the miniſ- 


ters, which he had conceived-to be highly injurious to the wel- 
fare of the nation; he had alſo propofed many meaſures of im- 
portance, as he believed, to the happineſs of the country, but he 
did not flatter himſelf that it had produced even the lighteſt ad- 
vantage. He might be aſked-then, why had he troubled the 
Houle with his opinion on this occafion ? It was from perceiv- 
ing 2 clauſe in the bill, empowering the legiſlature to aſter or 
amend the ack, in the preſent ſeſſions; from: feeling convinced 
that the framers of the preſent bill muſt avail themſelves of that 
_ privilege, and bring ii an act to amend and explain it: In that 
caſe his remarks might pofſibly be of uſe; If they were trivial, 
they would, of courſe, fall to the ground; but if any of them 
were founded, then, as he muſt in ſairneſs ſuppoſe, that either 
they, had not occurred, or that they muſt have been overlooked 
Ma the hurry of paſſing the bill, he might, perhaps, be juſtified 
in entertaining a faint hope that thaugh they might not affect 
ee. qeciſion of the queſtion that night, they might a” — 
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found uſeful in removing the imperſections under which 1 
bill laboured in its preſent ſhape. 


The Duke then ſaid, he had nothing more to Abe ne his 
thanks to their Lordſhips for the —— pre 
him; and having done ſo, he immediately quitted the Houſe. 
The Lord Chancellor left the Woolfack, nor, he faid, to fol- 
low the noble Duke through all the detail of the bill that he 
had gone into, becauſe the diſcuſſion of the particular clauſes of 
the bill which he had diſcuſſed with great ingenuity, could only 
have been of uſe or advantage in that ſtage of the bill, that the 
Houſe had paſſed, viz: when the bill was in a committee; when 
alterations might have heen made, if the ſu * 'of the 
noble Duke had imprefied the committee ſufficiently to have 
induced them to think them as important and as neceffary to 
be attended to, as the noble Duke appeared to have thought 
them.- He roſe merely to take-fome notice of thoſe general 
aſſertions of the noble Duke; in which he placed fo much con- 
fidence. The preſent bill was profeſiedly a «bill, which had for 


its object the taxation of income, and the noble Duke had fad 


it embraced two important principles, the one, the principle of 
raiſing a conſiderable part of the ſupplies of the year within the 
year; the other, the principle of effecting that meaſure "yy the 
means of a tax on income. In fo qo >= her the noble 
had deſcribed the two principles, correctly and accurately. 
With regard to the firſt, the noble Duke 
have completely made up his mind; he termed it a mere ſpe- 
culative queſtion, and a mere ſpeculative queſtion it was, inaſ- 
much, as it was new in the practice of finance; but although 
former financiers had not taken foch bold and comprehenſive 
views of the poſhbility of ſucceſsfully enforcing meaſures of 
finance of a far greater extent, and upon a more enjarged ſcale, 
than had ever hitherto been attempted, it did not follow that 
the meaſure now under confideration was not likely to be emi- 
nently ſucceſsful. With reſpect to the objeCtion to the bill 
that it was a 
ſtractly confidered, that was an argument of but little wei 
The great cauſe in which we were engaged, called upon us to 
make great ſacrifices ; and it as agreed on all hands, that for 
a variety of great and important confiderations, which had been 
ably diſcuſſed by a noble Friend of his in the courſe of the de- 
date, if a large portion of the ſupplies of the year could be raiſed 
within the year, it was moſt deſirable to carry that principle 
into effect. It would demonſtratively prove to the enemy in 


e moro ſtrong than 1 or proſeffions, that the re- 
302 


they had ſhewn . 


not appear to 
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ſources of this country, ſo far from giving way, acquire a new 
ſpring with every new neceſſity ſor encreaſed exertion,  iIn 
- confadering that, the preſent meaſure proceeds on a principle 
_ differing from former practice. It aught to be recollected, not 
only that it was a principle acted upon and recogniſed laſt year, 
but that the right hon. Gentleman, the preſent Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, who propoſed the bill, was the very perſon-who 
had adviſed and effectually ſupported the plan of annually ſet- 
ting a part of the ſupplies. of the year aſide for the uſeful pur- 
oo of applying it to the reduction of the national debt—a plan 
which had now been for ſome years continned, and from which 
the public had derived, andi {till continued to derive, advan- 
tages ſo extremely important, that the country could not al- 
ready have forgotten the gratitude. that was due to the man 
whoſe great and comprehenſive mind, ſuperior ſagacity and ge- 
05 had prompted him to ſuggeſt and carry into execution a 
deſign ſo noble and ſo uſeful. It was reaſonable, therefore, to 
infer that the preſent meaſure of raifing a tax amounting to ten 
millions upon income, would be found practicable, and would 
anſwer the end propoſed. The noble Duke indeed has told 
the Houſe that a tax on articles of conſumption would be better, 
and that a tax on capital directly would be leſs preferable, to 
whieh it was a ſufficient anſwer to ſtate, not the diffieulty merely, 
but the abſolute impoſſibility of aſcertaining what the capital of 
individuals reſpectively amounts to, and that no tax on articles 
of conſumption could be ſelected, which would raiſe ſo large a 
ſum, without intolerable preſſure on the different orders of the 
people. The noble Duke has laid great ſtreſs upon what he is 
pleaſed to term the inequalities of the bill, but moſt of his ar- 
uments on that head ſeem to have ariſen from not having kept 
the real object of the bill, vi. to raiſe. a tax from income, dif+ 
tinct and clear from conſiderations that apply ſolely to a tax on 
capital. No perſon ever pretend:d, that in the operation of a 
meaſure of the magnitude of that which the bill propoſes, it 
can be wholly free from the imputation of ſome inequalities, 
All large taxes mult be liable to ſuch imputations more or leſs, 
but much attention has, in the preſent inſtance, been paid to 
avoid that effect, as ever was paid to any meaſure of finance. 
The noble Duke has inſiſted on the hardſhip of taking ten per 
cent. from the incomes of men of but moderate income; a mat- 
ter that called to his mind a fact that had been told him by a 
noble Friend of his, who would have related it with much 
better effect himſelf, if he could have prevailed upon himſelf to 
ſurmount the embarraſſment He always feels in . * 
* 825 ; | Oule. 
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Houſe. That noble perſon had held a converſation with a 
tradeſman on the ſubject of the bill, who ſaid his income might, | 
he. believeg,, amount to 3ool. a year. and he declared: he 

thought it hard to have to pay thirty pounds ovt of it for this. 
tax. The tradefman was a barber and hair-drefſer, and upon a | 

little reflection upon the tax ſaid; But perhaps if I did nat ll 
pay the thirty pounds, ſo many of my preſent cuſtomers would oo 
not have their heads upon their ſhoulders for me to ſhave and 1 

dreſs.“ That was, his Lordſhip aid, the true defence of the . -ii 
bill; for let a man's income be what it may, little or large, " 
he muſt, pay for its protection, or it will be Kill leſs, and per- | 
haps be loſt entirely. The noble Duke had told the Houſe 
that ſomebody of other had projected à tax that would anfwer 
the ſame end as the preſent bill, and be leſs felt; viz. à tax on „ 

all ſucceſbons: but ſurely a very little reflection would ſerve lh 
to ſhew that ſuch a tax muſt be, in its individual inſtances, ſo | ii 

enormous as to be ruinous to the laſt degree. Hitherto taxes 4 
on articles of conſumption had been ſelected by miniſters; and | | 
it was evident they were wiſe in ſo doing, as the learned: aud | 

ingenious author who wrote on the tax on collateral ſucceſſions, | | 

that had been in agitation ſome ſew years ſince, had proved in I'S 

his book, but he had already ſtated the reaſon why it would un- 1 4 

| | 
4 


der the preſent circumſtances have been highly impolitic to have 
relied on any tax that could have been deviſed of that nature. | 
Imports and exports might poſſibly be ſelected; but it could 1 
only be for a fingle year, as the public could not ſtand the un- 1 
expected demand of ſo large a ſum as muſt be made on exports | 
and imports to raiſe the neceſſary money more than*.once. 4 
With regard to tythes, about the abolition of which the noble 
Duke had ſaid there were hut two opinions, as all men were 
agreed that if a fit ſubſtitute could be found to be given to the 
clergy in lieu of tythes, he begged leave utterly to deny that 
aſſertion ; there was perhaps no one queſtion upon which ſuch 
a variety of opinions prevailed. © Nor was it the clergy alone 
who held tythes, though a clergyman was always invidioully 
mentioned when tythes were touched upon; many of the laity 
held tythes, and held them by as good a tenure as the noble 
Dake, or any other freeholder, held his eſtate. His Lordſhip 
added further obſervations, all tending to reſcye the bill from 
the charges urged againſt it by the noble Duke. | 
The queſtion was at length put, and the Contents had it with- 
out a diviſion. The'bill was then read a third time and paſſed. 
Adjourned at to O locxk. N 1 
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| AGAINST THE. SUSPENSION OF THE HABEAS CORPUS ACT. 
On the motion for the third: reading of the-Bill for the ſuſ- 
penſion of the Habeas Corpus Act being carried in the affir- 


mative, the following Proteſt was entered on the Journals of 
the Houſe of Lords: | TURN VO . 


DISSENTIERT), l 1 
iſt, Becauſe the exiſtence of a conſpiracy of an extent ſo formidable, 
and of a nature fo complicated, that the public diſcloſure of the evidence 
neceſſary to the conyiftion of one Conſpirator might enable his accom. 
plices to aſcertain the information of Government, and to elude the juſtice 
of the Country, cane ALoNE conſtitute a neceſſity ſufficient to juſtify a Peer 
of Parliament in aſſenting to any Suſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus. 
- 241y, Becauſe no- meaſures have been taken to make ſuch neceſſity ap- 
rent, | | - | 
3dly, Becauſe, if from private information, or from the general circum. 
ſtances of the Country, the Houſe were convinced that ſuch neceſſity did 
actually exiſt, it would nevertheleſs be more - confonant with the uſages, 
and leſs derogatory to the dignity of Parliament, to produce ſubſtantial 
Documents, rather than the ſuggeſtions of Miniſters, or the vague ſuſpi- 


ciĩons of individuals, in juſtification of ſo extraordinary a meaſure. | 


Athly, Becauſe the alarms of Miniſters are always to be received with 
miſtruſt by the Legiflature, when the remedy -propoſed is an extenſion of 
THEIR"POWER; and a diminution of the LIBERTY of the sUBJECT. 
5thly, Becauſe theſe principles of jealouſy, applicable to all times, ap- 
r to me to be peculiarly fo to the preſent, when a ſyſtem of Government 
ALARM has been reſorted to year after year, and powers, fimilar to thoſe 
required by this bill, been obtained on the ſcore of allegations which ſub- 
ſequent events have refuted ; a memorable example of which occurred in 


the years 1794 and 1795, when a number of perſons detained under the 


proviſions of a Bill ſimilar to this, were all either liberated without trial, or 

acquitted by a Verdia of their Count). ”- N 25 
6thly, Becauſe the danger of an invaſion (the pretence for ſuſpending 

the Habeas Corpus laſt Scthon) exiſts no longer: and it is ſubverſive of that 


mutual confidence which ſhould ſubſiſt between the Government and the 


Governed, to requite with diſtruſt in their diſpoſitions, and a continual 
Suſpenſion. of one of the moſt eſſential Safeguards of their Liberty, the 


affect ions of the People, manifeſted in their late exertĩons at the moment of 


alarm, and in the chearfulneſs with which they have ſubmitted to Burthens 
UNPARALLELED in their preſſure, and now confeffedly UNzQuaL in their 


* 


(Signed) | * © HOLLAND. | 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

1 4.4... TUESDAY, JAN- 8. | 

At four o'clock there not being a ſufficient number of Mem- 


- 


ders preſent to conſtitute a Houſe, an adjournment took place 


of courſe. , 
| | HOUSE 


- 
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|  ..  TVEDAY,) JAN. 22. 
There was a very full attendance of Pee 


their Royal Highneſſes the Dukes of Gloucefter, York, and Cla- 


rence, and many Peers, who have not appeared in the Houſe 
this Seſſion. | 85 


Prince Erneſt alſo was preſent. 


: 


The Duke of Rutland was introduced with the uſual ce- 


remony, and after taking the oaths, was led to the Dukes' 
Teat in the cuſtomary form. 


The Houſe then waited a conſiderable time for Lord Gren- 
ville, who was detained from the Houſe by public buſineſs ; 
at length his Lordſhip came, and ſaid he had a Meſſage from 


497 


rs; among others 


his Majeſty, which he had it in command to deliver, and 


ged that it might be read to the Houſe. 


t was immediately read by the Lord Chancellor, and it was | 


afterwards read audibly by Mr. Arnot, and was as follows: 
GEORGE REX. One 
« His Majeſty is perſuaded that the unremitting induſtry with which 


our enemies perſevere in their avowed deſign of effecting the ſeparation of 


Ireland from this kingdom, cannot fail to engage the particular attention 
of Parliament; and his Majeſty recommends it to this Houſe to conſider 


of the moſt effectual means of counteraRting and finally defeating this de- 


ſign; and he truſts that a review of all the circumſtances which have re- 
cently occurred (joined to the ſentiment of mutual affeAion and common 
intereſt), will diſpoſe the Parliament of both kingdoms to provide, in the 
manner which they ſhall judge moſt expedient, for ſettling ſuch complete 
And final adjuſtment as may beſt tend to improve and perpetuate a con- 
nexion eſſential for their common fecurity, and to augment and conſolidate 
the ſtrength, power, and reſources of the Britiſh Empire.” 6. R. 


After which Lord Grenville faid he ſhould move, that the 
Meffage from his Majeſty be taken into conſideration the 
next day, and the Lords to be ſummoned. His Lordſhip 
faid, for the ſake of convenience, he would add, that his in- 


tention was to move an Addreſs the next day to his Majeſty, : 


to thank his Majeſty for his gracious communication, and to 
aſſure his Majeſty that the Houſe would proceed to take into 
conſideration the important ſubject of his Majefty's Meſſage, 
and apply ſuch means as ſhould appear to them moſt appli- 
cable to the occaſion. ' His Lordſhips ſaid, further, that the 
Addreſs he meant to propoſe would be ſo drawn, that it would 


confine 


as . ” « 1 


as wooprALUs PARTIAMENTARY REPORTS. 7 (Loi, 
confine itſelf to its profeſſed object, without pledging any of 
their Lordſhips to a particular mode of proceeding, but leave 
the whole ſubjet open to their Lordſhips! deliberate judg- 
ment. Adjourned. | | 


4 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
- TUESDAY, JAN. 22. 
8 * MESSAGE FROM. THE KING. 
Mr. Secretary Dunas brought up a Meſſage from his Ma- 
eſty in effect ſimilar to that delivered to the Houſe of L- rds. 
He then moved, That the gracious Meſſage be taken into 
cohſideration the next day. en 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he took it for granted, that when this 
Meſſage was made the ſubject of a Motion to be taken into 
conſideration, it would be propoſed to follow the uſual cuſ- 
tom of an Addreſs to his Majeſty, with an aſſurance, on the 
part of that Houſe, that they wauld proceed to the conſidera- 
tion of the ſubject to which the Meſſage refers. He there- 
fore thought it but fair to give notice, that in the view he had 
of this moſt important ſubject, the bringing forward, at this 
time, any queſtion whatever upon it, either here or in Ire- 
lang, was fo full of danger, fo replete with miſchief, that he 
ſhould endeavour to arreſt the progreſs of the meaſure at 
ence. He was convinced it was the common feeling and 
with of that Houfe (and he hoped of this country), that ſuch 
meaſurcs may be purſued as may lead to reſtore cordial har- 
mony between the two countries: but.to diſcuſs any points 
of Union now, might be fatal to the proſperity, perhaps the 
exiſtence, of both. He objected to the time in which this, 
momentous buſineſs was propoſed to be diſcuſſed. He ſhould 
be ready to join in thanks to his Majeſty for his gracious 
communication; but inſtead of aſſuring his Majeſty that they 
would difcuſs the ſubjects, or take it into conſideration, he 
ſhould endeavour to perſuade the Houſe to expreſs its regrets 
that his Majeſty's counſellors ſhould have adviſed him to take 
vp this meaſure at this moment. A 2 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſuid it was perfectly fair 
in the hon. Gentleman to give notice to the Houſe of the 
courſe he intended to purſue. What he collected from him 
was, that he ſhould object to the Addreſs in the firſt inſtance; 
which Addreſs would do more than convey to the Throne an. 
aſſurance that the Houſe would take into conſideration a pro- 


poſuion, on the face of it ſo important to the Britiſh empire, 


— x < 


- 
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as to be made the ſubject of a Meſſage from his Majeſty. 
What would be the arguments by which the hon. Gentleman 
expected that he ſhould fatisfy the Houſe it ought not to pro- 


ceed to the conſideration of that Meſſage which his Majeſty, 


in his paternal goodneſs to his ſubjeQs, and anxious ſolicitude 
for the welfare of every branch of the Britiſh Empire, had 
graciouſly communicated to the Houſe—what arguments the 
hon. Gentleman had to urge to convince the Houſe it ought 
to reject, . without conſideration, any. propoſition' whatever 


upon the hs matter of that Meſſage, he was at a loſs to 
ould abſtain, at preſent, from any further ob- 


eſs. He 
Eta. He ſhould hereafter take the liberty of ſubmitting, 
ſome propoſitions io the Houſe. To- morrow he ſhould pro- 


poſe only an Addreſs of Thanks to his Majeſty, accompanied 


with an aſſurance that the matter ſhall be conſidered with the 
attention which its importance deſerves ; and then he ſhould 
propoſe a day for that purpoſe, A ſufficient interval, he pro- 
poſed, ſhould elapſe, before there ſhould be any conſideration 


of the ſubject. He ſhould propoſe Thurſday ſe'nnight for 


that purpoſe : nor ſhould he even then propoſe to proceed 
until after the general plan ſhall have been ſo opened, that 
every Gentlemen may turn it in his mind. After this an- 
other interval was to be propoſed, and ſufficient time given 


to conſider the general outline of the plan, which, if the 


Houſe ſhould adopt, he ſhould propoſe to have printed, and 
rendered as familiar to the Houle as poſſible. Then he ſhould 
propoſe to fix a day for the conſideration of the whole ſub- 
ject— a ſubject of the utmoſt conſequence certainly, and 
which, he had no doubt, would receive'that attention which 
its peculiar and evident importance demanded. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, the. right hon. Gentleman took up this 
ſubject as if ſomething diſreſpectſul had been urged by him 
towards the communication from the "Throne ; nothing was 
more diſtant from his intention; at the ſame time the right 
hon. Gentleman muſt give him leave to remind the Houſe 
that while he was talking of “ the anxious ſolicitude and pa- 
rental goodneſs of the Throne towards the welfare of the 
Britiſh Empire,” every member of Parliament had a right fo 
treat the Meſſage from his Majeſty as the Meſſage of his 
Miniſters; nor was it neceſſary for him to wait any time to 
ſee whether he ſhould aſſent to any propoſition upon this 
meaſure, becauſe he deprecated, at this hour, any diſcuffioh 
at all upon the ſubject. With regard to the atguments with 
which he ſhould endeayour to prevail upon the Houſe to be of 

Vor. I. 1799. . e his 
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his opinion, he hoped the right hon. Gentleman would wait 
until he heard them before he judged of their force. n 
The queſtion was then put for taking the meſſage into con- 
ſideration the next day, and carried, _ 7 
Adjourned. oy 


HOUSE OF. LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 23. 


Lord Grenville moved the order of the day, and then ſaid, he 
held in his hand an addreſs in anſwer to his Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious meſſage of the 5 day, which expreſſed the thanks 
of the Houſe to his Majeſty for that communication, and con- 
tained an aſſurance that the Houſe would take the matter te- 
commended to them into their early and ſerious conſideration, 
agreeing with his Majeſty that it was highly neceſſary to adopt 
ſome meaſures calculated to ſecure the connexion of this king- 
dom and the kingdom of Ireland, and for adjuſting ſome plan of 
more intimately promoting the common intereſt of each, and 
guarding againſt the machinations and unremitting efforts of 
the enemy to effect a ſeparation between them. His Lordſhip 
added, that he conceived what he had ſtated would ſerve to 
ſhew, that any argument he could urge muſt appear to their 
' Lordſhips to be wholly unneceſſary; as to the voting ſuch an 
addreſs there could be but one opinion. | 
The addreſs was read by the Lord Chancellor, agreed to ne- 
mine diſſentiente, and ordered to be preſented the next day. 
The Houſe immediately adjourned to Thurſday ſe'nnight. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


WEDNSEDAY, JAN. 23. 


A writ was ordered to be iſſued for chuſing a new member 
4or the borough of New Woodſtock, in the room of Lord La- 
vington, appointed governor of the Leeward Iſlands. 

Mr. Dundas brought up a number of papers relative to the 
conduct of the members of treaſonable ſocieties in Ireland, and 
their conſpiracies for effecting a ſeparation between the two 

Ve. UNION WITH IRELAND. 
His Majeſty's Meſſage, brought down yeſterday, being read, 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that he conſidered it unneceſſary 
for him, on the preſent occaſion, to do more than ſimply move 
an addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty for his gracious communica- 
tion, and ſtating that the Houſe would take the ſubject mw 
be | | eir 


* 
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their ſerious confideration. On a future opportunity, after the 


Houſe had leiſure to reflect on the matter, and to peruſe the do- 
cuments now laid before them, it would be time enough to en- 
tex into any diſcuſſion. This courſe, too, he was the more in- 
Clined to purſue, as it was not eaſy to conjecture the nature of 
the arguments which could be adduced in the preſent ſtage of 
the buſineſs. He ſhould content himſelf, the , with movy- 
ing an addrefs to his Majefty. The addrefs is an echo of the 
meſlage. ä 5 

Mr. Sheridan then roſe and ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows : I 
muſt declare candidly, Sir, that I am not of opinion that no- 
thing more is now neceſſary than to return our thanks, as we 
ought to do, for his Majeſty's moſt gracious communication. 
It is impoffible to view a ſubject like this in fo narrow a light. 
When we recollect that within no very long period, a folemn, 
emire, and final adyuſiment {mark the very word) took place 
between Great Britain and Ireland, it does ſeem to be incum- 
bent on thofe who come forward with a new propoſal of adjuſt- 
ment, to {hew us that the laſt folemn and final adjuſtment has 


not anſwered the purpoſes for which it was intended. His Ma- 


ieſty's miniſters aſſume that the Houſe is in poſſeſſion of infor- 
mation to convince them that this adjuſtment has not been ef- 
fectual. This does not appear to be the concluſion which they 
are entitled to draw, ot the courſe which the Houfe are autho- 
riſed to purſue. Before any new plan of ſuch magnitude and 
importance as that which is known to be in agitation, can be 
entertained or encouraged, it onght to be made manifeſt to our 
underſtandings that .fome new contract is neceſſary, and that 
the ſolemn, entire and final adjuſtment formerly ratifted and 
concluded has not been attended with that alliance, ſecurity, 
and common ftrength to the empire, which it was expected to 
produce. I am ſtruck too with this confideration ſtill more 
forcibly when | think of the declaration of the Iriſh parliament 
fanCtioned by this Houfe. The refolution deſerves particular 
attention: it is ; $ | 1 

To regreſent to his Mzjeſty, that his ſubjects of Ireland are entitled to a 
free Contiitution z that the Imperial Crown of Ireland is ir ſparably an- 
nexed to the Crown of Great Britain, on « hich connexion the happineſs of 
both Nations etlentially depends; but that the Kingdom of Ireland is a 
diftint Dominion, having a Pariament of her own, the fole Legi 
thereof. 'Fhar there is no power wh.tiocyver competent to make s to 
bind this Nation, cxcept the King, Lords, and Commons of Ireland, upon 
which EXCLUSLVE RIGHT of LEGISLATION we conſider the very ESSENCE 


of our LIBERT2&s to depend, a right whizh we chim as the birth-right 
of the people of Ireland, and which, we are DETERMINED, in EVERY 


SITUATION OF LIFE, to ASSEAT and MAINTAIN, 


. 
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When I find a detlarationo. clear and forcible as this, ſolemn- 

ly adopted by the Iriſh parliament, communicated to this 
Houſe, ſanctioned and recorded by us; when I conſider that 
this final adjuſtment has been recognized as the only ſolid baſis 
of the connexion between the two countries, 1 feel myſelf juſti- 

- fied in demanding fome explanation why ir is now to be aban- 
doned, and what other final adj uſtment is to be propoſed. It 
may be thought that it is new and unuſual to take up the ſub- 
ject in this enlarged view in this ſtage. The preſent, however, 

are times when {light forms ought not to interfere with great 
- **and-ſubſtantial duties. My opinion is, that the queſtion ſhould 
de met in the very outſet, and canvaſſed in the very farſt ſhape 
in which it appears, regardleſs of the miſrepreſentations to which 

by ſuch a conduct, I may be expoſed. There are queſtions of 
ſuch magnitude and importance to the public intereſt, that in 
treating them freely and manfully, we ought todelpiſe all little 
obloquy and petty attack. In ſuch caſes to fear the miſappre- 
henſions of ignorance or the miſrepreſentations of malice, is to 
forfeit every title to our own eſteem, and to meanly ſhiink from 
the diſcharge of the moſt ſacred duty. Such are the feelings by 
which I am actuated, and ſuch the temper with which 1 ap- 

. proach. the diſcuſſion of this great queſtion. . There is ſome- 
thing in the conduct of thoſe who, now ſo boldly introduce this 
queſtion to our conſideration, ſtrangely inconſiſtent with the 
affected delicacy which, on former occaſions, when the affairs 

of Ireland were the ſubject of diſcuſſion, they obſerved. We 
recollect the time when they felt how tender a thing it was at 
all to diſcuſs any point with which the independence of the 
ſiſter kingdom could be ſuppoſed to be involved. What! 
ſaid they—* Beware of touching the jealous ſpirit of indepen- 
dence by which Ireland is aQtuated !' That trembling delicacy, 
however, ſeems now to be completely removed. Without ex- 
planation, without management, they now come forward with 
- a plan by which the independence and ſeparate exiſtence of Ire- 
land is to be utterly annihilated. I hope then that we ſhall 
hear no more of the objection that the diſcuſſion of ſuch a ſub- 
ject is calculated to irritate and to incenſe the people of Ireland, 
Thoſe who who have hrought before us a queſtion which de- 
mands ſuch extenſive contideration, ſuch ample diſcuſſion, 
ouglit to have refleted what was likely to be the tendency of 
their own meaſure. It is our duty to canvaſs it freely and fully; 
to ſpeak out manfully ; to utter our opinions firmly. I fin- 
cerely believe that miniſters tlunk the meaſure which they pro- 
pole to be for the real intereſts of Ireland and of the Empire; 
that they preſs it in-order to continue a'connexion, which I, ” 
4 F ; e | - we 
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well as they, conſider to be eſſential to the proſperity, and to the 
exiſtence of both. In declaring this to be my conviction of the 
motives by which miniſters are actuated, I claim it equally from 
their juſtice to believe, that I am as little likely as they them- 
{elves to do, or to promote, any meaſures by which the connex- 
ion could be affected, or to encourage thoſe who would unite 
Ireland in a fatal connexion with our cruel and rapacious foe. 
I truſt that the ambitious deſigns of the enemy will be fruſtrated 
that their attempts to ſeparate the empire will he fruſtrated. 4 
The enemy, we are told, perſevere in their deſign of effecting 
a ſeparation. What then is the courſe which miniſters purſue 
to defeat this attempt? What is the mode they embrace to for- 
tify and conſolidate the einpite? In this ſtate of things which 
they deſcribe, after a rebell;on newly extinguiſhed, they come |; 
torward with a propoſition calculated to cheriſh the hopes of | F 
_ thoſe who have long purſued rebellion, to ſplit thoſe by whoſe 2 
exertions rebellion was ſubdued. Who then encourages thoſe f 
deſigns which are ſtated to be the object of the enemy ? I did 1 
indeed hope, that after the glorious achievements of our ineſti- 1 
mable ſeamen; after the defeats which the enemy received on | 
their attempts of invaſion, they would have abandoned their de- 
gn. When they find, however, thoſe who aided to protect 
their country from rebellion.and hoſtile attack treated as un- 
worthy of confidence, when they find ſome of the oldeſt and 
moſt faithful, and reſpected ſervants of the crown, diſmiſſed _ 
from their employments; is it wonderful that their hopes 
ſhould be revived, and their deſign ſill purſued ? In the me(- 
ſage with which this ſubject is uſhered into the Houſe, the 
word union is not mentioned. The right hon. Gentleman, 
however, will not ſurely entrench himlelf behind a piece of 
form ; every one knows that here adjuſtment means union. 
Every body knows too. that the terms are to a conſiderable ex- 
tent already fixed, and the right hon. Genileman perfectly well 
knows, that a certain perſon in Ireland, who fills in that coun- 
try the effice which you, Sir, fill here, with ſo much honour to 
yourſelf and advantage to the Huuſe, has publicly declared his 
hoſtility to the meaſure. Sorry am I to fee likewiſe, in the 
diſmiſſal of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, an inſtance of the 
mode by which the ſcheme is to be ſupported. In contem- 
_ plating then the fatal effects of bringing forward the queſtion at 
the preſent moment, the object of the amendment I ſhall pro- 
poſe will be to put a ſtop to the farther progreſs of the deſign, 
not with a view to prevent diſcuſſion, for I have no objection + 
thatghe fubjet Gould be fully diſcuſſed both here and in Ire 
laud; but to prevent the attempt from being carried into effect 
n " in 
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in the prefent ſituation of affairs. In proceeding, then, to con- 
fider the queftion in this point of view, I affume as a poſition, 
to eſtabliſh which no argument is neceffary; that {ſeparation 
would be ruin to both countries, ruin more or leſs rapid, but 
that connexion of Ireland with France is the worſt alternative 
that can be fuppoſed, and pregnant with immediate deſtruc- 
tion. The next point which I fhall endeavour to eſtabliſh is, 
that a union at prefent, without the manifeſt and unequivocal 
terfe of the Iriſh people in its favour, that a union effected by 
fraud, by intrigue, by corruption, by intimidation, would ulti- 
mately tend to endanger the connexion between the two coun- 
tries. In the next place, is it poſſible that Ireland, in the pre · 
fent circumſtances, can act as a free nation upon this moſt im- 
portant queſtion ? Upon thefe grounds do I reſt the argument 
againft the progrefs of the mezture, ' i hope we ſhalt not hear 
it contended that we are beft qualifiad to judge what is for the 
mtereſt of Ireland. Thofe then, who, looking at the impor- . 
tance of clofe connexion, of joint effort arid vigour, agree with 
me in thinking, that to preſs fuch a propofition as that in con- 
temptation would lead to diſunion and weaknefs, wilt concur 
in mg the progrefs of the meaſure at preſent. If thoſe 
who propofe the fcheme confider the means by which it is tobe 
carried as nothing, they may think the prefent opportunity very 
favourable to their views. Will they follow the advice of a 
certain official pamphleteer, who recommends to them to profit 
by the example of the old vołunteers, who took advantage of the 
embartaſſments of the country, and retort upon the people of 
Ireland their own game? Win they avail themſelves of the 
embarraſſment, the weaknefs of Iretand, which the perfon to 
whom | attude ftates to be confiderations fo favourable to the 
project? But, if any man could be ſo mean as to purſue this 
ungenerous and unworthy policy, what then would be the ſitu- 
ation of Ireland? Unfortunately diffaffection has ſpread wide 
in Ireland: but what would be the conſequence were you to 
adopt fo fraudulent a policy ? What would be the feelings of 
Iriſhmen if they could ſay to England, ““ You took up our 
cauſe in a moment of difficulty and danger; you aſſiſted vs with 
your force and your refources ; but at haſt you took advantage 
of our weaknets ; with forty thoufard of your troops in the bo- 
| dom of our country, you did not wait a willing confent, but 
=_— carried into effect a union, upon which we could not exert an 
I independent choice,” The nature of the means by which it 
is to be carried there is too much reaſon to ſuſpect. Thoſe who 
can enter into the diſtinction of negative ſucceſs, will be at no 
joſs to underſtand the effect of negative intimidation. Will 
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not the people of Ireland have reaſon to ſuſpe the motives of 
ſending troops tothem ; and when they find a propoſal for put- 
ting an end to their ſeparate exiſtence fo ſoon brought forward ; 
when they find their independence thus threatened with inſult, 
and every effort exerted to intimidate thoſe who diſtinguiſh 
themselves in its defence, what then may be the effect of ſuch 
reflections as theſe in any future inſurtection that might un- 
happily take place? Should any future rebellion occur, I will 
not ſay that it will be juſtified, but its pretences would have 2 
colour and plauſibility far different from the laſt. Would the 
not ſay, we riſe to recover our independence, our ſeparate exi- 
tence, of which we have been deprived without our conſent ? 
The laſt inſurrection was ſupported partly by the catholic, 
partly by the prefbyterian, partly by the wild republicans ; but 
the pretence of a future inſurrection would addrefs itſelf to all 
kar ar and be recommended as a ſtruggle for independence 
unjuſtly taken away. Such would be the conſequences of a 
union effected in the preſent circumſtances. I do not ſay that 
inſurrection for ſuch purpoſes would be juſtifiable, but in point 
of fact it cannot be denied, that the Iriſh people have no liberty 
to judge of the meaſure by which they are to be fo deeply af- 
feed, in honour and in intereſt. 

Wie muſt admit the impolicy which has marked the con- 
duct of this country to Ireland for three centuries; and when 
at laſt ſhe wrung from our tardy juſtice thoſe rights which it 

was a ſhame and a ſcandal for England, that aſſumed the 
character of the ſuperior country, to refuſe, is it not incre- 
dible that ſixteen years after her rights were confirmed, ſhe 
| ſhould be called upon to reſign that Parliament to which ſhe 

is indebted for the attainment of her juſt claims? Has the 
Iriſh Parliament then forfeited the title which it gained to 
the confidence of the people ? The ſupporters of the plan of 
Union, will hardly contend that the Parliament ought to 
be caſhiered for demerit. Has not that Parliament been con- 

ratulated, that by their wiſdom, their patrotiſm, the country 

as proſpered ? But a rebellion has taken place. Here again 
the. Parliament is not only exempted from reproach, but is 
held up to admiration. By the vigilance, ability, and firm- 

[neſs of Parliament, domeſtic treaſon and foreign invaſion 
have been diſconcerted and defeated. Are the people of 
Ireland then to be told, that they will be better ſecured 
againſt the machinations .of conſpirators, by the vigilance of 
that Parliament, the reports of . plots and conſpiracies of 
which were found by the deciſion of a Jury to be 9 
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ed? [Here there was a cry-of hear! hear!) Yes: I again 


repeat, that the plots and confpiracies whic the reports of 
the Parliament of this Country announced, were proved by 
the Verdict of a Jury to have no exiſtence. In Ireland, in- 
deed, there was a real plot of the moſt dangerous and exten- 
five nature; and what I maintain is, that the people of Ire- 
land will not very eaſily believe that they will be better pro- 
tocted from treaſonable attempts by a Parliament here, than 
they were by that Parliament to which is aſcribed the merit 
of their ſafety. Perhaps they are, as it is reported, to be al- 
Towed to retain ſomething under the title of -@ Parliament: 
a National. Veſtry is to ſit to do the, buſineſs of the pariſh of 
- Freland! With the mock importance of this ignoble dignity, 
this: ſhadowy, unſubſtantial mockery of power and greatneſs, 
will their intereſts be better maintained and their pes bac. 
ter ſecured ?-But, is it poſſible that a Parliament with ſuch 
merits ſhould, by an unbiaſſed reſolution, reſign their guar- 
dianſhip of their country's rights and intereſts? Has the 
Parliament of this country ſuperior knowledge of the affairs 
of Ireland? No, ſurely. On this point I-can appeal to an 
authority which many here will be diſpoſed to admit; that 
of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland. Lord Clare ſays, that 
the Nation and the Parliament of England are more ignorant 
of the affairs of Ireland than they are of any other country; 
and is it to a Parliament like this that the intereſts of the Siſter 
Kingdom are to be conhded ? Is it to you that the people of 
Ireland are to look for protection, for improvement, when 
their own Parliament is caſhiered? Are you to leave the Re- 
bels unmoleſted; are you to cverlook armed banditti infeſt- 
ing ſociety, and read the Kit Ad to diſperſe Lords and Com- 
mons? Would you impute to ihem the merit of having ſaved 
the country, and next moment call upon them to reſign their 
authority for ever? Can we doubt, tl.en, that this object is 
to be carried into effect by intrigue, by corruption, by inti- 
midation ? Has not a ahreat been thrown out, in what may 


be conſidered as an official proclamation, that the troops 
which had been ſent to Ireland might be withdrawn, that 


the money with which ſhe is aided might be withheld, and 
the country left, helplefs and devoted? Muſt not the Iriſh, 


then, who have ſupported the connexion, feel that they ate ' 


not at liberty to chuſe? Such are:the inſinuations which an 


Irifh- Clerk or Secretary has thought proper io throw out in 


his off -ial pamphlet. What are we'to think, however, when 
we ſee Marquis Cornwallis, either by his own authority, or 
x | in 
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in conſequence of the inſtruction he receives from this coun- 
try, diſmiſſing ſome of the moſt reſpeRable ſervants of the 
- crown as unhit to ſerve his Majeſty becauſe they are not fa- 
vourable to the projected Union? What will be the conſe- 
quence when the Volunteer Corps find that they are no longer 
conſidered worthy of confidence the moment they ſhew a 
diſlike to lend themſelves to the ſupport of this meaſure? If 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland is authoriſed to extend the 
ſyſtem of removal to all who are unwilling to concur, can it 
be ſaid that free will or choice is allowed? I think, then, 
that I have ſhewn that Ireland is not free to pronounce againſt 
the propoſed Union; that it will afford a dangerous pretence 
for inſurrection; and that this projected adjuſtment will only 
unite two wretched bodies, leaving the minds ſeparate. _ [ 
ſhould Iike to know what would be ſaid of France were ſhe 

thus to carry into effect an Union, not by ſhameleſs oppreſ- 
ſion of a neutral ſtate, but in one connected with her by the 
deareſt ties, one whoſe ſubjects were bleeding in her cauſe in 
every quarter of the world? What would be thought of 
France if ſhe bounteouſly proffered her aſſiſtance, ſent her 
troops, lent her money, and when refuſal was impoſſible, in- 
corporated a ſubjected people? Would you not treat the pre- 
tence of free choice with ſcorn ; would you not mark the in- 

ſult with indignation ? What would you think if the Diree- 

tory threatened to abandon this people to treaſon and to in- 
valion? What if they arrogantly diſmiſſed all who ventured 

to diſſent from their meaſures, would you not deride the man 

who ſhould call ſuch a Union the Union of conlent, and of 

free choice? The King of Sardinia is made to aſſert his wil- 
lingneſs to reſign his Crown, but. who conſiders it as free - 
conſent? When we ſeen intimidation, and corruption, and 
intrigue, ſo unequivocally difplayed to effect this meaſure, 

how ſhall we avoid the charge of that injuſtice which in 
others we ſo juſtly condemn? We hear French principles re- 
probated ; let us be careful at the ſame time to avoid French 
pra dices. Let us hold up to diſdain and to indignation the 
conduct of the French, by a ſtudious endeavour to keep our- 
ſelves unpolluted by their guilt. Let us avoid all ſuſpicion 

of corruption, and of intrigue, in a tranſaction of ſuch mag- 
nitude. 35 the Union which we covet be that of affection; | 
let it be that of minds and ſpirits, as well as of intereſts and 4 
of power. To endeavour to attain the object ia the mode 
hitherto begun is unworthy of Great Britain. It reſembles 
the marriages which ſtill occur in ſome parts of Ireland, that 
Vor. I. 1799. Bs © hh begin 
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begin in fraud and are carried into execution by force. For- 
bear the brutal rape when you may obtain the willing partner. 
You ſhould not publiſh the banns of ſuch a marriage by the 
trumpets of your 40,000 men. Ireland, while ſhe has ſeen 
ſo many of her ſons ſwallowed up in the grave and the dun- 
eon, is not fit for the celebration of hymencal rites. For- 
bear then, to purſue, a courſe ſo unworthy; a courſe that 

threatens to lay the feeds of future inſurrection, and to end in 

weakneſs, not in ſtrength, in diſtraction, not in unity. See- 

ing, as I do, the danger of carrying the plan into effect now 

I cannut help aſking, what is the neceſſity of ſuch diſpatch ; 

why ſhould the preſent moment be conſidered, ſo important ta 

be ſeized? Miniſters have not thought proper to favour us 

with any explanations. In a pamphlet aſcribed to a gentle- 

man on the other ſide of the water, indeed, I find ſome at- 
tempts made to ſhow the importance of the preſent time for 

' carrying the meaſure into effect. This performance is well 
known to be circulated by Government, and may be ſup- 

poſed, therefore, to contain the arguments by which they may 

defend the meaſure, though I muſt ſay, that a more pert, 

flimſy, offenſive performance, never was offered to the judg- 

ment of a nation. DiſaffeQion, it is true, may be found in 

Ireland, but what connexion is there between the diſcaſe and 

the remedy propoſed? We ſeem to reſemble the poor man 
in the play, who is very ill, and exclaims, What, will nobody 
give me adyice! I am ready to follow any preſcription! So 
here a diſeaſe was admitted, and we ſeemed to act as if any 
remedy was perfectly applicable. We never conſider whe- 
ther the remedy is at all likely to cure the diforder. What 
then are the arguments for diſpatch, by the official-promul- 
gation of the Caſtle Creed? Whimſical enough, indeed, they 
will be found. The principal parties.againſt whom it is ne- 
ceſſary to guard, it ſeems, are the Pope and the Engliſh Op- 
poſition. In the preſent ſtate of the Englith Oppolition, we 
thould have thaught that he needed not haye been in great 
alarm for the effects of their exertions. Hear what he ſays 
on this ſubjet— 5 | 7. \ ag 


Add to this the melancholy reflection, that the I.iſh Parliament has been 
long made the Theatre for Byitiſh tation, When at a ]-fs for ſubſets of 
grievance in Great Biitain, they ever turn their eyes to this kingdom, in 
the kind hope that any ſeed of diſcontent may be nouriſhed, by their foſ- 
tering atteniion, into ſtrength - and, maturity, Incapable of beating the 
Minitler on his own ground, they change the place of attack, and wound 
him from the fide eee Need I 3 to the N ye the 1 | 
wercial Propoſit ons, the queſtion of the Regency, and the queſtion of the 
Wet 7 a ard gre hed Regtney, and the g Catholic 
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Catholics; When we have ſeen the leaders of the Britiſh Oppoſition come 


forward to ſupport the character of Iriſh Rebels, to palliate and to juſtify 
Iriſh Treaſon, and almoſt to vindicate Iriſh Rebellion ? | 


As to the Catholics, his object ſeems to be to cut them off 
from all hopes of ſeeing their claims realized, and in this ſtate 
of defpair he ſays, that diſſatisfaction will fink into acquieſ- 
cence, and acquieſcence ſoften into conſent. This, no doubt, 
would make a very pretty ſentence in a novel for Mr. Hook- 
ham, but the pamphleteer has no fort of heſitation in over- 
throwing entirely the hopes of three millions of people, and 
applying an, inſuperable barrier to the attainment of their 
claims. With more than the pride of human ignorance, and 
more than the preſumption of mortal arrogance, this pamph- 


leteer ventures to ſet at defiance all experience, to · deſpiſe all 


eſtabliſhed policy, to conceive that ſo many men could live 
content to be excluded from all civil rights on account of re- 
ligious differences. He pronounces an eternal excluſion 
againſt three millions of the people of Ireland from all ſhare 
in the Government to which they muſt ſubmit. Mark too 
the indelicacy of another argument which he urges to ſhew 
the neceſſity of diſpatch—- e 1 


What then is intended by a flaady and firm Adminiſtration ? Is it a de- 
termined, inflexible open of Proteſtant Aſcendancy, and a rigorous and 
indignant rejection of Catholic claims? Who will be a guarantee of that 
ſyſtem, and whom will it content? The Catholics will not acquieſce in its 
propriety. A party of Proteſtants in Ieland term it unjuſt and abſurd; 
another party in England term, it by fouler names; great leaders in * 
polition, poſſibly the future miniſters of England, may condemn it; at 


ſome members of the Britiſh Cabinet are ſuppoſed to be averſe to it. Its 


ſtability may reſt upon accident, upon the death of a Angle character, upon 
the change of a Miniſter, on the 918 of a Lord Lieutenant; and the po- 


licy of this {yitem is much doubte l by the People of | England, 4 | 
Such arguments as theſe indeed do not ſeem very well cal- 


culated to ſoften acquieſcence into conſent. To the Proteſ- 


tants he ſays, that the only chance of their being able finally 
to overcome the importunity of Catholic claims, is from the 
character of the Britiſh Parliament, while tothe Catholics he 
holds out the temptation of their claims being there admitted. 
This inconſiſtency does appear ſomewhat extraordinary, as 
both arguments appear in the ſame pamphlet. As the pamph- 
leteer probably underſtands Iriſh as well as Engliſn, it is ſur- 

riſing that he did not give the one in Iriſh and the other in 
Engliſh, to ſuit both the parties who he was anxious to con- 
vince; in their preſent ſtate of oppoſition they may not 
prove ſatisfactory to either. or the miſchiefs occaſioned by 
3S2 the 
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the Engliſh Oppoſition his remedy is rather comical ; it 
Jeems that our ſpeeches in the reports through the newſpa- 
pers, have ſo much inftuence, as to create faction in the Iriſh 
Parliament. What is the remedy? Why to bring his mem- 
bers into the very focus of ſedition, to hear all our ſpeeches, 
by way of counteracting the inflammatory tendency of our 
ſpeeches in the newſpapers? It muſt be confeſſed that the re- 
medy. is ſomewhat in the Iriſh ſtyle. His third argument is, 
hat the legiſlatures may differ; is not experience, however, 
againſt this argument? He inſtances the commercial propo- 
fitions and the regency. . But what probability is there now 
that they ſhould differ, when unity of Councils was more than 
ever felt to be neceſſary for both? As to the caſe of the com- 
mercial propoſit ions, they were given as a boon by this counry 
and rejected in Ireland, as containing conditions derogatory 
to their independence. In the caſe of the Regency, the dif- 
ference was not in principle, but merely in the degree of re- 
ſtriction which was to be impoſed on the Executive Govern- 
ment. When it is ſtated in future hiſtory, that ſixteen years 
after a final adjuſtment had taken place, which was to place 
the connexion between the two countries on the moſt ſolid 
baſis, poſterity will be ſurpriſed to find that again a new plan 
is propoſed. The man who reads, would no doubt expect to 
find that the immediate period was full of difference and col- 
luſion. What will be his ſurpriſe to find that in every in- 
ſtance Ireland co operated with this country, that ſhe adhered 
to her in every fortune, followed her example in every ſtep, 
repelled invaſion, repreſſed treaſon and rebellion ? Ver, at 
ſuch a moment is Union propoſed to anticipate any difference 
of opinion or conduct. Not on real grounds, not on prac- 
tical inconveniences, but on the anticipation of an event not 
likely to exiſt, is this important change thought requiſite. 
Such is the paradoxical argu which tells us that the pre- 
ſent is a moment peculiarly fit for the adoption of this ſcheme 
of Unions At leaſt, however, all intimation, all intrigue, 
all corruption, all violent diſmiſſal ſhould be avoided, and a 
fair choice, given. If the voice of Ireland is for Union, be 
it ſo; but let us not endeavour to carry a doubtful experi- 
ment by every art, without the general eonſent of the coun- 
try. The next argument which this Engliſh Secretary; who 
has thriven in Ireland to what he now is, provokes mingled 
contempt and indignation. Hear what he ſays to ſhow the 
© propriety of ſeizing the preſent moment: - 


* 
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As to a time of war, it is true that the Volunteers took advantage of 
the embarraſſments of Great Britain in the laſt war, to aſſert the Zndepend- 
_ ence of OUR Parliament. It is likewiſe true that the United Iriſhmen in 
* thie preſent war have taken advantage of the ſuppoſed weakneſs of Great 
Britain to play the game of ſeparation. When, therefore, enemies of the 
Empire take advantage of a time of war and embarraſſment to effect its 
ruin, we ſhould turn againſt them their own game, and make uſe of a time 
of war to eſtabliſh its ſecurity. 


He remembers what the vigour of the Iriſh enabled them to 
obtain, and he points out the mode by which you may retract 
what formerly you could no longer refuſe. He tells you how 
you may gratify your revenge at the facrifice you made. If 
any thing could rouſe the indignation of the Iriſh nation it 
muſt be ſentiments like theſe, recommending a policy as un- 
worthy of thoſe by whom it ſhould be employed as unjuſt to 
the people on whom it ſhould be inflicted. Such are the ar- 

ments by which the union is recommended to us at the pre- 

ent moment as particularly deſirable. I have only referred to 
theſe, nor is it my intention at preſent to enter much into the 
conſideration of the union as it regards England, and it muſt be 
allowed to be a queſtion of immenſe magnitude to us, both as 
regarding our intereſts and conſtitution. Suppoſe then that 
the Iriſh parliament was to fit in this place, that the Iriſh ſcep- 
tre were placed under your mace, and we were to receive the 
tributary. members whom Ireland ſhould be allowed to ſend, I 
know that there is in human nature a diſpoſition to think that 
in proportion as others are degraded we acquire a kind of dig - 
nity ourſelves, I will not enquire then, with what kind of 
ſentiment the propoſal will be viewed in the northern parts of 
the country. It may be thought that Ireland cannot be de- 


graded, by doing that which Scotland has already done. Of the 


many points in which the cafes differ, I ſhall at preſent ſay no- 
thing. In what 1 am about to move, 1 am not fure even of the 
ſapport of a fingle voice, and my hopes of ſucceſs therefore- 
are not very ſanguine; but is it nothing to England that ſhould 
the ſcheme take place, that reſpectable and meritorious claſs of 


men, the Engliſh Roman Catholics, muſt; feel themſelves to- 


tally cut off from the hope of being admitted to ſhare the rights 


1d which they are entitled ? Does the right hon. Gentleman 
think too, that the one hundred Iriſh members will infuſe into 
the conſtitution that new liſe and vigour which his great father 


pronounced neceſſary, and which, in other times, he propoſed. 


by the introduction of one hundred knights from England? As 
to the ſacrifice of pride to which the Iriſh nation muſt ſubmit, 
though- boaſting as much Mileſian blood as any man, nobody 
can {uppole that ſuch a feeling would warp my * ” 
> | uc 
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ſuch a queſtion, provided I ſaw it as a meaſure in other re- 
ſpects worthy of ſupport. It was no trifling matter too, the 
changes which the meaſure would produce here.—Is it a flight 
matter, that by creating a phy ſical impoſhbility of many em- 
bers of this Houſe conſulting with their conſtituents, it will 
give a practical ſanction to the prineiples of thoſe who repro- 
bate all communications with conſtituents? I have heard that 
it has been ſaid by a certain right hon. Gentleman, that con- 
ſtituents had nothing to do with their repreſentative, from the 
day they ſent him to this Houſe till he went back to his elec- 
tion; and the argument goes to ſhow, that ignorance was the 
beft ſupport of a regular government. When I read ſenti- 
ments like theſe as coming from a member of this Houſe, I 
was ſurpriſed, and had I found them in any other publication, 
I ſhould have conſidered it my duty to move the Houſe, that 
the Attorney General thould be directed to proſecute the 
publication, as I did, when I formerly had the honour to move 
(the only time I ever moved any proſecution of the preſs) a 
proſecution of a pamphlet in which this Houſe was repre- 
- ſented as not an eſſential part of the conſtitution; Theſe doc- 
trines would doubtleſs receive much ſupport from the preſence 
of an hundred members, who could not communicate with their 
conſtituents, and truly after reſigning the independence of their 
own parliament, | ſhould not deem them very likely to ſupport 
the purity of this. Now, however, when the [queſtion forces 
itſelf upon our conſideration, what right has the Iriſh parlia- 
ment to reſolve that, inſtead of going back to their conſtitu- 
ents, they ſhall form part of a foreign legiſlature ?- If the parlia- 
ment aſſumes ſuch a right, who can ſay that our parliament 
may not make the king deſpotic, confer upon the crown the 
power of the purſe, and a w:gour beyond the law ? Precedent 
may be urged :—but a dangerous and doubtful precedent at a 
former period, and in a former inſtance, will not greatly in- 
cline me to give it new force by repetition. I muſt tell thoſe 
who complain of the danger of agitating ſuch queſtions, that if 
they are ſincere, why do they reduce us to the dilemma of diſ— 
puting the doctrine, or admitting all the conſequences; of either 
acknowledging the authority to the deſtruction of our liberties, 
or denying it with the conſequence of perhaps juſtifying inſur+ 


reQion ? If they feared ſuch-queſtions, they ſhould have avoids -* 


ed ſtarting a ſubject in which they are neceſſarily involved. I 
recollect that a great officer of the crown, now in another 
Houſe, once aſſerted, that, „though Lords and Commons 
| ſhould paſs a bill overturning the conſtitution of certain bo—- 
roughs, it would ſhake-the crown on his Majeſty's head to give L 
E | 1 
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his aſſent to it.” If ſuch could be the effect in a thing com- 
paratively of leſs moment, what might, be the effect in one ſo 
much greater as ihat of a parliament voting- itſelf a part of a 
foreign legiſlature? We know that the queſtion is ſo diſcuſſed, 


and that there is danger, that a reſolution of ſuch magnitude 


might at a future period be diſputed.” Of the propoſal in gene- 
ral, I think that as a remedy it is not ſuited to the liſeale, on 
the exiſtence of which it proceeds. Not merely now, but at 
all times 1 am averle-toit. Thoſe, however, who only a 

with me in diſproving of the time, may vote for the amend- 
ment which 1 thall have the honour to propoſe. In Ireland 
the Britiſh government has to formidable enemies, poverty 
and ignorance, If any meaſure could be deviſed to improve 
the knowledge and extend the proſperity of Ireland, I ſhould 


receive it with a warm heart, and ſupport it with ſincere plea- 


ſure. How does it happen that rhe Iriſhman ſhould be found 
ſo {uperior in foreign countries to the Iriſhman at home. All 
over the globe he 1s diſtinguiſhed for induſtry, loyalty, energy 
Sf character, and talent in every profeſſion and purſuit. To 
what can this difference be aſeribed but to the government un- 
der which he hves? One great cauſe of the difference too is to 
he found in the manner in which men of property exerciſe their 
right. Although no written law compels them to any parti- 
cular direction and uſe of it, there is a condition paramount to 
all written laws, which is the tacit condition under which it is 
enjoyed, but which in Ireland many of the land owners are not 
careful to obſerve... Laſt year [ ſtated that at one time it ap- 
peared that 12,000 manufacturers, with their families, were 
compelled to live on the charitable contribution of 5d, per 
week. As to the wretched condition of the peaſantry, we have 
the authority of 'Mr, Arthur Young, one which, on fuch a 
ſubject, will probably be admitted. It is a folly to ſay that 
French principles have been the cauſe of the calamities which 


Ireland has lately ſuſtained : but it is true that ſuch miſery fax 


cilitates the operation of the deluſions praCtiſed ts miſlead the 
multitude. Remove the cauſe of that miſery, and you beſt 


_ conſult the public tranquillity, and the " pong proſperity of the 


empire. A union would tend obviou 


| to render the condi- 
tion of Ireland ſtil worſe than it is, a 


to give an application. 


and direction to property ſtill leſs favourable to its intereſts, I 
cannot help adding one reflection more on the argument of the 
Iriſh Secretary reſpecting the miſchievous conſequences of the 
conduct of the Engliſh Oppolition. He might have known, 
that at leaſt at preſent there was not much reaſon for apprehen= 
uon. In another place, a certain noble Marquis took an oppor- 
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tunity of congratulating the country in a whimſical anti-cli- | 
max, not only that rebellion was ſubdued, but that party was 


extinguiſhed. He faid that party was dead and buried; and 
he thought proper to cut'a'few clumſy capers over its grave. 


He was plraſed to ſay likewiſe, that party had always been fac- 


tion. Againſt ſuch a charge I muſt proteſt, and, as a friend to 


party in the honourable ſenſe of the word, 1 am anxious to reſ— 


cue myſelf from the imputation of being the abettor of a fac- 
tion. For a perſon of no great importance, it requires a proper 


eſtimate of his own weight to know the place which he ought. 


to fill; for the leader of a party is requiſite, the talents which 
inſpire confidence and comfnand reſpect, Such men as the 
Marquis of Rockingham and Mr. Burke, I cannot allow to be 
branded as the leaders of faction, and I cannot ſuffer myſelf to 


be ranked as a traitor to my king and country, becauſe | have, 
not deſerted my friend. I reſpe& too much what once were 


the principles of many of thoſe who are now in his Majeſty's 
councils, to allow them to be ſtigmatized as faction. I reſpect 


thoſe principles too much in other living characters to rejoice | 


were party founded upon them extinguiſhed, The banner of 
party is furled, but is not heaten down. I truſt that it will yet 
again be diſplayed, and afſemble round it the ſteady friends to, 
true liberty, hoſtile alike to deſpotic rule, and to wild innova- 
tion. | | 

Mr. Sheridan concluded a very able ſpeech, with moving the 
following amendment: 9 


- 


At the ſame time to expreſs the ſurpriſe and deep regret with which this 


Houſe now for the firſt time leains from hs Majeſty, that the final adjuſt- 
ment which, upon his Majeity's gracious recommendation took place be- 
tween the two kingdoms in the year 1782, and which, by the declaration of 
the Parhaments of both countries, placed the connexion between them upon 


a ſolid and permanent baſis, has not produced the effects expected from 


that ſolemn ſettlement ; and further humbly to kxpreſs to his Majeſty, that 
his Majeſty's faithful Commons having i. rong reaſon to believe that it 18 


giſlatures of the iwo kingdoms notwithſtanding the ſaid final and ſolemn 
adjuſtment, feel it to be their bounden duty, impreſſed as they are with the 
moſt ſerious apprehenſions of the conſequences of ſuch a proceeding at this 
time, to take Re earlieſt opportunity humbly to implore his Majeity not 
to liften to the counſel of thoſe who ſhall adviſe or promote ſuch a meaſure 
at the preſent criſis, and under the preſent circumitances of the Empire, 


' Mr. Canning roſe after the propoſed amendment was read. 

If, fir, my hon. Friend, who propoſed this amendment, bad 

- confined himſelf in his ſpeech to the ſingle topic which he an- 

nounced as the main foundation of his objections to the addreſs, 

that of the impropriety of the time at which the ſubject of the 

King's Mcflage has been brought forward—T1 ſhould 9 
9 19905 7 | | . tha 


* the contemplation of his Majeſty's Miniſters to 2 a Union of the 
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hat upon that topic alone I muſt have differed, widely from my 
„ Hem Fiend. But, I confeſs that the oppoſition which I feel 

inyſelf bound to give to the amendment, reſts equally on the 
more general grounds which my hon. Friend has ſtated in the 
courſe of his ſpeech ;. through which I ſhall endeavour, to the 


| ; beſt of my ability, to follow him, aſſigning. the reaſons which 
, iuduce me to take a view of the ſubject fo different from that 
which he has taken, We ; 
* Before, however, I proceed to notice the arguments upon 
N which the amendment is ſuppbried, 1 will firlt advert to the 
* rincipal ground upon which is reſted the oppoſition to the all- 
« 2 5 ee the Reſolutions entered upon the Journals of the 
8 Houſe in 1782. Jo the fame Journals I "g leave to refer for 
8 a refutation of the arguments urged by my hon. Friend; and 
5 that reference will, I truſt, completely do away the ground 
8 c ä upon which thoſe arguments have been built. It is true, in- 
34. deed, that the words * final adjuſtment” were made uſe of in 
V - thoſe reſolutions; but the Houſe will ſee tliat thoſe ex A a} 
} were immediately followed by. another reſolution evidently of * 
<> _ a proſpeCtive nature, which declared the neceſhty of eſtabliſh- 
£ ing fome more permanent ſyſtem, by which alone the tranquil- 
t lity and proſperity of Ireland could remain uninterrupted and 
* V continue to be improved. A due attention to this reſolution 
s , muſt undoubtedly remove all imputation of impropriety from 
the meaſure now propoſed; on. the ground of its having been 
RN precluded by the adjuſtment of 1782, and all charge of in- 
conſiſtency with the former proceedings of the Houſe. The 
adjuſtment which my hon. Friend contends to have been fo 
8 nal, as to preclude all views of fürther arrangement, ap- 
= pears, at the very moment when it was recorded on the Journals 
f of Parliament, to have been accompanied by a declaration of 
n the opinion of Parliament, that ſomething further was abſolutely 
2 neceſſary, mund e 
1 But my hon. Friend has laid great ſtreſs on the impropriety 
0 and danger of ſtirring ſuch a queſtion at a moment when Ire- 
—_— land is diſtracted and convulſed, and when the fate, of the whole 
1 Britiſh empire is expoſed to a criſis of the moſt trying and pe- 
5 i rilous nature. The Houſc muſt ſurely remember, and my hon. 
6 Friend ſhould recollect, that for theſe three years paſt, thoſe 
| who are in the habit of oppoſing his Majeſty's Miniſters, have 
repeatedly been calling for enquiries.into the ſtate of affairs in 


a : Ireland, though ſuch enquiries were by no means brought within 
g 4 the view of the Houſe in any regular mode, nor did they.come 
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py ſupported by any recommendation from the Throne. Nay, 
5 in, the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, it was ſtated as a high con- 
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tempt ſhe w to this Houſe, that when his Majeſty was ſending 
down a meſſage to require of Parliament to-enable his Majeſty _ 
to avail' himſelf of the offers of the Engliſh militia regimetits to 
extend their ſervices to Irelahd, for the. purpoſe of quelling the 
rebellion then raging in that 'country,—it was then ſtated as a 
high contempt of the Houſe of Commons, that his Majeſty's 
meſſage, while it tequired this new power from Parliament, 
contained no account of the general ſtate of Ireland, no detail 
of the riſe and progreſs of the rebellion, no call upon Parlia- 
ment to enquire how the miſchiefs in Ireland had been occa- 
ſioned, and how they might beſt be cured. Gentlemen then 
inſiſted on the propriety of an enquiry into Triſh. affairs, and 
into the cauſes of the rebellion. Now, it ſeems, they have no 
wiſh for any inveſtigation, and all their curiofity has ſubſided. 
Perhaps the propofal of fuch an enquiry might 'then be ſup- 
poſed to proceed from an innocent curioſity ; for it may be re- 
collected, that it was then ſtated in this Houſe as a doubtful - 
queſtion, ** which were the Rebels in Ireland ?” But ſurely it 
is unfair to call for a meſſage at one time as proper and neceſ- 
fry, and at another time, when it comes, to object to the mo- 
ment as highly unſeaſonable, and not even ſo much as conde- 
ſcend to take the ſubject of the meſſage into conſideration. ' 
And now, fir, with regard to the poſture of affairs in Ire- 


land, into an examination of which, I am noi at prefent diſpoſed - 


minutely to enter, becauſe I do not think this to be the ſtage of 
the buſineſs at which ſuch an examination could properly take 
place. I muſt nevertheleſs own that I ſee this part of the ſub- 
ject in a very different point of view from that in which it has 
been pictured by my hon, Friend. Has my hon. Friend enquir- 
ed into the ſtate of Ireland fince late events have taken place— 
events which are now notorious, and cannot poſſibly be diſ- 
pated'? Js it not notorious that a rebellion has exiſted, and that 


it is now checked, though perhaps not effectually quelled ? Is 


it not notorious that the object of the traitorous machinations 
which gave riſe to that rebellion, was not any partial change of 


men or meaſures, but a total ſubverſion of the exiſting Af 
c 


ment and conſtitution of the country, and the complete de- 
ſtruction of all connexion between the ſiſter kingdom and 
Great Britain? And, finally, is it not notorious, not only from 


the verdict of the Iriſh Juries, the validity of 'whoſe verdicts I 


will not now ſtop to compare with that of the verdifts of ac- 


quittal of Engliſh Furies, fo emphatically commended by my 


hon. Friend.—I will rather refer to other authorities, which 
will perhaps beft ſhew what reverence thoſe verdicts of acquittal 
can Claim, authorities which can leaye no doubt in tlie 1 
f 1 | | 6" 2 0 I J. 0 
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of nn man, and which may, perhaps, at the ſame 
time that they prove the point in queſtion, have a tendency. to 
ſhew, by the quarters, from which they come, that legal ac- 

uittal is not always a proof of moral innocence — not only, ſis, 
ſay, from the verdicts of Iriſh Jurics, but from the avowals 
and confeſſions of the traitors themſelves, is it not. notori- 
ous,—that conſpiracies have exiſted in. Ireland, which not 
only went to ſap the foundations of the conſtitution. in Ire- 
land, but which were moſt pointedly diſtinguiſhed by an, at- 
tempt to tear away that country from the Britiſh empire; 
conſpiracies, not for Catholic emancipation—not tor Par- 
liamentary reform—but for the total ſubverſion of all go- 
vernment, and for the complete ſeparation of the two coun- 
tries? Is it then poſſible to know all theſe circumſtances, 


and not to feel how deeply intereſted | Great Britain is in 
the fate of Ireland? Or is it poſſible that to avowals thus 


made by the ſelf. convicted traitors, not in recantation of paſt 
errors, but with a determination to perſiſt in them avowals 
made, not in entreaty for pardon for the evils they have done, 
but in regret. for what they have left undone ;—avowals of 
a deſign that would have laid in aſhes the pride of that ca- 
pital, for whoſe proſperity and pre-eminence fuch anxious 
alarms are now expreſſed: to avowals, that though their 
abominable ſchemes have been detected, they are not as yet 
defeated ; to avowals, that though the firſt fruits of their la- 
bours were loſt, their hopes {till ſurvived that loſs, and ſtill 
point to the ultimate perfection and ſucceſs of their endea- 
vours; to ſuch avowals, I muſt aſk, is it poſſible to refuſe 
credit? After the detection, therefore; of 'theſs deep and 
damned plots, is it not expedient, nay, a thing of urgent ne- 
ceſſity, to examine into and adopt the moſt effectual means of 


counteracting the pernicious conſequences that may ſtill flow | 


from them—conſequences that not only affe& the continu- 
ance of the connexion between the two countries, but which 


deeply ſtrike at the proſperity and very exiſtence of both? 


When ſuch ſtrong and obvious reaſons evidently exiſt for 
entering into an inveſtigation of theſe means, were that inveſ- 


tigation even to be propofed ouly by a ſimple individual of 
this Houſe, would it not have been more proper and decorous 


io point out ſome other plan that might appear equally fea- 


ſible and effectual, or at leaſt to hear what was the. nature of 
the plan to be propoſed, than paſs it over with contempt? 


And, coming as it now does from the 845 authority, can 
we rejeR it in à manner which could ſcarcely be practiſed 
e i / Ws ad © 
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with regard to the molt trivial and ordinary motion that could 
be made in this Houſe? - 

I am, however, far from being diſpoſed. to deny that 155 
conduct of my hon. Friend profccds pe m the dictates of true 
patriotiſm, from a ſincere and anxious regard for hat he con- 
ceived to de the intereſt of Ireland. 1, Sir, though not born in 
that Country, am yet ſo nearly connected with it, as to feel with 
my lion. Friend the moſt ardent zeal for its intereſts and hap- 
pineſs: but in my opinion it would have been more conſiſtent 
not. only with the love which my hon. Friend profeſſes for his 
native country, but alſo more reconcilable with the duty which 
he owes both to that kingdomand to this, to point out what 
might have eſcaped his Majeſty" 's Miniſters in their earneſt en- 
deavours to hit upon ſome effeftual remedy for the evils that 
confeſſedly exiſt in Ireland, or at leaſt to have waited; in the 
f/f inſtance, to know What are the particulars of that meaſure, 
-which he is ſo anxious the Houſe ſhould reject without hearing. 
My hon. Friend and the Houſe muſt ſurely feel with hob 
much anxiety they ought to look towards Ireland. The object 
is indeed moſt important : it is not the making of a provforiel 
regulation, not the adjuſting an internal difference, not the 
arrangement of a plan for the balancing of parties—the ob) ect 
is nothing leſs than to ſecure Ireland to us and to herſelf, — 
Baß to promote the W and ſecurity of the whole 

.mpire. 

In default however of any plan -which has been ſugnetice by. 
-my hon. Friend, to ſuperſede the neceſſity of our proceeding to 
the conſideration of the King's Meſſage, 3 look to the col- 


* 


1 


lected ſenſe of Ireland itſelf, aud ſee what are the opinions on 


this important ſubject, entertained by thoſe of that country who 
are acknowledged to be the moſt enlightened and beſt inſtruct- 


ea, and who ate moſt thorough] W acquainted with all its inte- 


relts, both local and general, thele opinions are fairly col- 
lected, I do not heſitate to aſſert that they will be found to-fa- 
vour the meafure now in contemplation, and to pronounce it by 


far the leaſt objeQtionable that could he deviſed. And here, Sir, 


1 beg leave to diſclaing, any intention of availing myſelf of what 


my 2 Friend has rępreſented to be the ambiguous and equi - 


vocal wording of his geln, s Meſſage and to declare plainly 
and fairly that the meaſure which I underſtand to be recom- 


| mended for your conſideration, is no other than -an Incorpo- 


rating, Legiſlative Union between the Two Kingdoms. 

In recommending then to the Houſe to take this meaſure of 
an Union into; their moſt ſerious conſideration, I ſhould'« ven' 
he. nent] to put i the rebellion out of the queſtion. Rebelli ion 
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* can only be put down by force. | But by what means are tho 
N n agitations to be allayed, and the diſcords that rend that unhap- 
| py country to be filenced or reconciled? Thele party diſcords 
| are well deſcribed in a pamphlet which my hon, Friend has 
| thought proper to treat with much harſhneſs, and which he 
attributes to an hon. Member of the Iriſh Adminiſtration. 
My hon. Friend has treated as abſurd the argument confained 
in this work, that the Union might be advantageous in an equal 
degree to oppoſite ſets, and hoſtile intereſts. For my part, 
Sir, I confeſs I can ſee nothing abſurd in this argument. It 
ſeems to me not only poſſiblè, but highly probable, that both 
Proteſtant and Catholic might gain by an arrangement, which 
would gratify the ambition of the one, without endangering 
+ the ſafety of the other. JJC 
That ſuch would be the effect of an Union, or rather that 
fueh is expected and acknowledged to be the probable effect of 
it, Lam warranted in concluding by reference to the different 
claims and objections upon which the Catholics and Proteſtants 
ſtand oppoſed to each other at preſent. And, Sir, I prefer argu- 
ing from what each party has ſaid for itſelf, to ſtating any opi- 
nion of my own, as to the propriety or expediency of giving or 
| withholding what remains to b@given.to the Catholics, while 
\ Ireland continues ſeparate from Great Britain. 
For the opinion of the Proteſtant party on this head, I will 
beg permiſſion to quote a Gentleman, a warm advocate for the 
Proteſtant aſcendancy, whoſe book I have lately read with. 
more pleaſure and more inſtruction than any other that has 
been publiſhed upon the ſubject of Ireland. I ſpeak, Sir, of 
the ability and ingenuity of the work. 1 beg to be anderſtood 
as not giving a decided opinion upon the queſtions argued in it. 
The ' ax Jakes to whom I refer, is Dr. Duigenan- This 
Gentleman's book, in anſwer to Mr. Grattan, contaius, in my 
mind, che moſt complete ſtatement of the cauſes and nature of 
the preſent diſtractions of Ireland. It is a very ingenious and a 
very learned work, and (if that be any recommendation in a 
controverſial work), it has beyond any other work of the ſort 
5 that 1 ever read, the merit of moſt completely and entirely con- 
futing and demoliſhing the ſtatements of its antagoniſt. I quote 
Dr. Duigenan's work with the lefs prejudice, as he is one of the 1 
few perſons who had written upon the ſubject of Iriſh affairs of q 
late, without giving a diſtin& opinion for or againſt an Union. 
Dr. Duigenan is well known to be decidedly hoſtile to the 
pretenſions of the Catholics; he inſiſts upon the neceſſity of 
their continued excluſion from a ſhare in the Legiſlature, and 
from the great offices of the State from” which they are. at 
N preſent excluded; but confeſſes at the Tame time that that ne- 
„ ene 1 | n | ceſſity 
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ceſſity of excluſion would: be. done away by the adoption of 
ſome plan fimilar to that propoſed in bis Majeſty's moſt graci- 
ous Meſſage. He ſtates it as an unavoidable alternative either 
that ſuch a plan, that is, a plan of Unign, muſt be adopted, 
on that ſome mode muſt be deviſed for the fortigcation, of the 
Proteſtant aſcendancy. This fortification Dr. Duigenan would 
fain build on the re- enactment of the Popery Code; but he 
_ admits that this would be unneceflary in cafe. of an Union be- 
tween the two countries. According to him one or other of 
theſe alternatives muſt be adopted. Kd fe Ke 
Here, therefore, we have the. creed of the Proteſtant party. 
It appears that they are willing to adopt an Union, or in failure 
of it, conceive themſelves obliged to continue a ſtruggle: for 
every thing that is dear to them in rights and pre-eminence, 
and m religion. 1 
Aſk now the other, the Catholic party, and what is their 
anſwer ? Why, © let us have a Union, or a continued ſtruggle 
on our parts, for that which you have hitherto denied us, viz, 
a repeal of the remainder of the Penal Code. Here then are 
two parties in oppolition to each other, who agree: in one com- 
mon opinion; And furely if that middle term can be found 
which is to aſſuage their animoſities, to heal their diſcords, and 


. © _ reconcile their jarring intereſts, it ſhould be eagerly. and in- 


ſtantly ſeized and applied. | 5 
That an Union is that middle term. appears tlie more proba- 
ke when we recolle& that the Popery Code took its riſe after 
a propoſal for an Union, which pfopoſal came from Ireland. 
hut which was rejected by the Britiſh Government, This re- 
jection produced the Popery Code. In caſe of an Union there- 
fore, the re- adoption of the Popery Code would be unneceſ- 
fary, If it was in conſequence of the rejection of an Union, 
at a former period, that the Laws againſt Popery were, en- 
acted; it is fair to conclude, that an Union would: render a 
 fimilar code unneceſſary— That an Union would ſatisfy the 
friends of the Proteſtant aſcendancy, without paſhng laws 
againſt the Catholics, and without maintaining thoſe which 
are yet in force. Unleſs then ſome. plan lefs liable to theſe. ob- 
 jeQtions is fuggeſted, and better calculated, to remedy the ex- 
 iſting diſeaſes of Ireland, there is a preſumption. in favour of 
that which perſons beſt acquainted with the interefts of Ire- 
land, and beſt informed: reſpecting the contentions that now 
diſturb its internal tranquillity, and moſt-deeply intereſted and 
implicated in them, on each fide, are inchined to countenance 
re,, "Pp EH 5 t 
- But chen it is contended, there is ſomething in the preſent 
eriſis which renders this an improper period to propoſe ava, | 
F . * 5 A meaiure. 
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a meaſure, This ſurely is ſtrange reaſoning. If an Union 
would quiet the agitation of that Country, and reſtore it to 
reſt, why ſhould we wait till the ſtruggle was over, before we 
adminiſter the remedy ? Surely, if two combatants could be 
parted, there would be but little either of wiſdom or humanity 
in poſtponing the interference till the battle was over. Some 


gentlemen indeed are fo fond of a boxing match, that they 


had rather ſee it fought out, than that the parties ſhould be 


ſeparated ; but when it is recollected that the parties in this 
conteſt are two great National Diviſions, and that the prize 


they are contending for is the Exiſtence of the Government 
and the Connexion between the two Countries, it ſurely muſt 
be a raſh fondneſs for the ſport, that would delay for a mo- 
ment the plan of interference and reconciliation. + TIGHTS 

What elſe is there in the circumſtances of the preſent time 
which renders the meaſure improper ? It cannot be that the 
continued efforts of France for the ſubjugation of Ireland have 
been detected and hitherto defeated ;—becauſe whatever deli- 
cacy there might be in interfering between two National 


Parties, there can be none in preſerving Ireland from France. 


It is ſtill the avowed defign of France to attempt an invaſion of 
Ireland, and to complete a ſeparation of it from Great Britain; 


and ſurely my hon. Friend is not difpoſed to bar any thing that . 


may 'eifeRually interfere between France and her intended 
prey? Is he for waiting till France ſhall fit out another fleet, 


and diſembark another army in Ireland, to meet with the ſame 


fate that attended her former raſhneſs and audacity, before he 


would endeavour to reconcile and unite all parties, and thus 
_ conſolidate the intereſts and the reſources, and the ſtrength of 


the whole Empire ? 


But ſomething is inſinuated of the deliberations of Ireland = 


being influenced and intimidated by the Armed Foice in that 


Country. My hon. Friend has ſtrongly inſiſted upon the in- 
timidation which the preſence of that armed force is likely to 


impreſs on the public mind in Ireland. Is it not by promotin 
- ſuch an union of intereſts and affections as this meaſure will 


enſure, and thereby quieting internal diffenſions, and array- 


ing the whole ſtrength of the country againſt foreign 'inva- 


ſion, that we may hope to remove the neceflity of a 


large armed force in freland? and by removing that neceffity 
my hon. Friend would remove one of the objects of his own 
cenſure and complaint. + S FIRE 


1 


But in truth the effects of that intimidation Which my hon. 


Friend ſo much apprebends, are not eaſy to diſcover. It ſurely 
does not ſeem to affect either the Liberty of Speech, or the 


indulged 
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Liberty of the Preſs ; boch of "which have been pretty freely 
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indulged in on the preſent ſubject. Every gentleman, I be- 


lieve, is acquainted with the circumſtance of ſeveral perſons in 


Ireland having declared their ſentiments on the ſubject freely, 
and without any appearance of being intimidated by any cauſe 
or conſideration whatever. A very reſpectable Gentleman in 
Ireland, who fills the ſame ſituation which you, Sir, fill in this 
country with ſo much credit, and ſo much advantage to this 


Houſe and to the Public, has availed himſelf of the opportunity 


of delivering thoſe ſentiments out of doors which he could not 
do within, in a manner that does not favour of intimidation on 
one ſide of the queſtion at leaſt. But God forbid that ſuch inti- 
midation ſhould prevail! It is natural indeed that Dublin, 
under the influence of the firſt impreſſion, and of the firſt 
ardour that has been kindled by the agitation of a queſtion (as it 
conceives) ſo materially involving its peculiar intereſts, and ap- 
plying ſo immediately to feelings of national pride and local 
importance, ſhould be warm, if not intemperate, in the ,ex; 
preſſion of its ſentiments. Dublin is as yet loud in its re- 


; Probation of the meaſure ; but other places of note and celebrity 
in Ireland, places that ſtand as high in commercial importance, 


are on the contrary as forward in beſtowing upnn it their moſt 
There is one topic in the ſpeech of my hon. Friend which 
has ſtruck me with no ſmall ſurprize, and that is the panegyric 
which he delivered upon the vigilance and reſolution evinced 
by the Iriſh Parliament. in detecting conſpiracy, and cruſhing 
rebellion. Such compliments to the Iriſh Parliament, from 
that ſide of the Houſe, I was not prepared to expect, much 
leſs was I prepared to hear that the armed force in Ireland 
was to be employed” to oyerawe the proceedings of a Parlia- 


* 


ment, to. whoſe vigilance and activity co-operating with, and 


watching over the employment of that very force, for ſome 
months paſt, I am ready to ſay that the ſalvation of Ireland is 
to be aſcribed. Is it then the Parliament of Ireland that Eng- 


lich ſoldiers are to coerce and teſtrain ? A Parliament fully 


armed with every conſtitutional power to controul that or an 

other army? Theſe Sir, are. inſinuations againſt which 1 Sal 
moſt loudly and pointedly proteſt. They are inſinuations 
which if not timely met and refuted would when they get 
abroad, aſſume the form of broad aſſertions. I ſhould be 


now glad to hear therefore if there is any man in this Houſe 


who will take upon himſelf to aſſert that the Iriſh Parliament 
is to debate under the immediate intimidation of the Engliſh 
troops? Is there a man who believes that if ſuch an inti- - 


midation was attempted, the Iriſh Parliament, -with, the 
powers which the conſtitution has veſted in their hands 


proceed 
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oceed to diſcuſs a queſtion under the terror of an armed 

re? I am perſuaded, Sir, no ſuch opinion can be ſeriouſly 

egntertained. «| ; a 

Sir, my hon. Friend wandered from the limits within which 
he promiſed to confine his obſer vations, when he thought himſelf 

at liberty to compare the incorporation of the two legiſlatures, 
with the incorporations made by France for the further aggran- 
diſement of her already gigantic dominions. In what poſſible 
point of view can ſuch a compariſon be inſtituted between the 
conduct of France and Great Britain? Does France attempt 

io incorporate other countries for the purpoſe of extending their 
common commercial intereſts? Or have the French been the 
authors, not of contributions and confiſcations, but of means of 
wealth. and proſperity to the incorporated countries? And have 
they only required of them to bear a common ſhare in common. 
terms, for the defence and advancement of a common cauſe ? 
Do the countries which, they endeavour to incorporate, re- 
ſemble France in conſtitution and in laws? Do they contain 
perſons who ſpeak the ſame language, who are attached to the- 
ſame cuſtoms, who are linked together by the ties of affinity 1 
9 and blood? If not, where is the compariſon between the ſtate of 41 
the countries which France has choſen to incorporate, and that Ti 
which exiſts between Great Britain and Ireland? Where is the "1 
analogy between ſuch diſcordant connections, and one between 1 
f two countries united already by the cloſeſt ties of friendſhip, by f 
blood, by the ſame ſpecies of government, both obeying the 1 

ſame Sovereign, and enjoying the ſame Conſtitution ? | 

ls there any Iriſh Proteſtant, - however anxious and appre- 
henſive of any interference on the part of Great Britain, which 
might ſhake what they conſidered as the only ſure-foundations of 
the Proteſtant aſcendency—1s there any Iriſh Catholic, how- 
ever galledand angry at the excluſicn of his ſect from Parliament, 


and from a few offices of public tiuſt, who founds on theſe their Fi, by | 
partial grievances, a general diſlike io the Britiſh conſtitution ? 8! 
Have we as yet found thoſe who would tell us, © Take away - -_ 


your boaſted conſtitution ? It does not ſpeak our language; 
it is not congenial to our inveterate habits ; it does not accord 
with the uſual tone of our feelings?“ No, none, undoubted- 
ly, except thoſe of whom I am loth to ſpeak as part of the peo» 
ple of Ireland, the traitors who have attempted the ſubverſion 
of that conſtitution which we cheriſh, and a diſſolution of that 


- connexion on which depend the og (aa intereſts, the pro- | 
ſperity and the exiſtence of the two kingdoms. The moſt _ 
e friends of reform in Ireland have frequently ſaid that 1 


Vor. I. 1799. „ they 
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they Wanted only to be brought nearer to the perfection of 
Eogland; and deſired that they. might enjoy the ſubſtantial 
benefits of the conſtitution ; that they might be bleſt, not. with 
a mock ſplendour. under which they could neither enjoy ſecu- 
rity, nor thrive in proſperity, but the real, inſpiriting, and en- 
livening ſun- ſhine of Engliſh liberty. Ireland Np ons and 


' feel would indeed be a paradiſe of real bleſfings, if Britiſh 


connection could be extended there in a manner which might 
bring about a reſemblance between the ſituation of the people 
there and in this country. WARY 1 
But among all thoſe people whom France has ſucked into 
the vortex of her deſpotiſm, was there one who wiſhed for the 
conſtitution offered to them? Did the people of Piedmont, (to 
take the inſtance cited by my hon. Friend,) tell them, We 
love your liberty and your conſtitution: let us ſhare the 
bleſſings of both, did they ſay, we are tired of a King, give 
us your Five Directors we diflike the enſigns of royalty 
give us a tri-coloured cockade; we diſlike our government, take 
away our King, his family, and thoſe friends who have ſupport- 
ed him? No, the people of Piedmont have ſaid no ſuch thing. 
Let the Houſe but recolle& what paſſed in Piedmont, in the 
laſt act of the dreadful tragedy the French had performed in 


that country—a beloved Monarch, for no crime againſt his 


ple (to uſe the cant of modern republicaniſm), for no 
breach of faith with his new allies, was .ignominiouſly driven 
from his dominions, for no other reaſon. than _ becauſe: the 
French wanted Piedmont for a-retreat for their army in caſe it 
ſhould be compelled to retreat from Italy. The unhappy Mo- 
narch, as the laſt degradation of human infamy, was obliged, 
on his knees, to beg the French to let him take his Brother“ 
with him, whom the French wanted to keep as a pledge of his 
good conduct. Good God ! to aſk a pledge for his good con- 
duct, after they had driven him from his dominions, and 
forced him, poor, powerleſs, and degraded, to ſeek refuge in 
Sardinia—to compel a Sovereign who had been guilty of no 
offence to God or man, to grovel on his knees, and to ſuppli- 


_ . cate for mercy and compaſſion at the bloody hands of the agents 


of the Directory! Let the Houſe conſider of this ſcene, and 
then let them pronounce whether, whatever be the reſult of 
this queſtion, it was candid to treat it in ſuch a manner; to 
compare the diſcuſſions of two free and independent States, 


The Duc d' Aoſte. | 
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: upon a plan calculated for their mutual benefit, with the un- 
precedented tyranny of France. | | 


In one view indeed, Sir, the incorporations of France ought 
not to be wholly out of our conſideration. It is upon a juſt 
and founded apprehenſion of the deſigns of France upon = 
land, that his Majeſty has called upon the Parliaments of both 
| kingdoms, to deviſe the means of giving additional ſtrength 

aud ſolidity to that part of the empire, which at preſent is moſt 
open to attack, and of communicating to Ireland in the fulleſt 
manner the power, the vigour, and the ſtability of Great 
Britain. If Ireland obviouſly is not in a condition to defend her- 
ſelf againſt the threatened attacks of foreign power, and con- 
ſequently ſtands in need of the aſſiſtance of Great Britain; it 
is a queſtion certainly of ſerious importance, whether that 
aſſiſtance may not be beſt given by an Union of the two 
countries. The meaſure however, is not forced, (God forbid 
it ſhould be forced) upon Ireland, but given for the conſidera- 
tion, for the mature and deliberate judgement of the Itiſn 
Parliament, who alone are competent finally to reject or to 
adopt it.— Be it, however, our conſolation at leaſt, if moſt un- 
happily for Ireland, moſt unhappily for the empire, the mea- 
ſure pen, be adopted, that the Britiſh Parliament has 
done it's part towards carrying into effect the recommendation 
of the common Sovereign of both countries, towards knitting 
together under his paternal government the disjoined members 
of this mighty empire - mighty even in it's preſent ſtate - but 
when inſeparably united in all its parts likely to become in- 
vincible, if not unaſſailable. | ; | 
For we are to remember that it is not the local or military 
weakneſs alone of Ireland, that has marked her out as a prey 
to the arms and intrigues of our enemy. Do not let us think, 
that, if we reſcue Ireland from ſubjugation by thoſe arms, and 
from ſubverſion by thoſe intrigues, by the meaſure at preſent 
under our contemplation, we are adopting a remedy diſpro- | 

portioned to the danger, or erecting permanent fortifications 1 
againſt an attack that is but temporary, and may be felt no 1 

— 4-558 a | 

Much as we have been in the habit of conſidering the nature 
of the French revolution, and painfully as it has deen brought 
home to our minds and feelings by the experience of thoſe tre- K 
mendous calamities which have been occaſioned by it through- by 
out the nations which ſurround us—little indeed muſt we have 


benefited by the * of the ſufferings of others, and im- | | 


3U | perſect 
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perfect indeed muſt have been our conſiderations of their nature 
and. extent—if we have not been taught that the moral in- 
'Auence of the French revolution is not likely ſpeedily to paſs 
away—that even if we could ſuppoſe peace to he reſtored to 
Europe, and the kingdoms whoſe heads have been bowed, by the 
ſtorm, or even the States which it has torn up by the roots, to 
be replaced in their former political ſituation—even under this 
ſuppoſition (improbable enough God knows) the latent mif- 
chief, the principle of future convulſions in the moral and 
political world would remain. Where is the country, whoſe 
ſtate of ſociety is more adapted to receive and cheriſh, and 
mature the principles of the French revolution—principles 
which go to array the phyſical force of the lower orders of the 
people, againſt the educated and governing parts of the com- 
munity ;—to arm poverty againſt property, labour againſt pri- 
vilege, and each claſs of life againſt its ſuperior, than a country 
like Ireland, where the maſs of the inhabitants are poor and un- 
civilized, and where religious diſtinctions prevail to ſuch an 
extent? In ſuch a country the ſeeds of the French revolution 
mult be ſown deep indeed. It is not, I am afraid, the act of a 
day or a year that will deſtroy its baneful influence. The 
vernment of France know that wherever their principles are 
ſcattered, it will be difficult to eradicate them; they know that 
they have taken root in Ireland; is it not then likely that they 
will attempt to foſter and ſupport them? It is put an end to 
theſe hopes of our enemies—it is to put Ireland out of danger, 
both from foreign attack and domeſtic diſturbance and diſtrac- 
tion, it is in every point of view to ameliorate her condition 
that this meaſure is propoſed—A meaſure, the neceſſity of 
which, ariſing from the cauſes which I have ſtated, argues, 
however no blame to the people, or to the government of Jre- 
land. The fault is in the nature of things: in the pfeFnt 
diſtribution of property, and diviſion of the claſſes of ſociety in 
that country, They want commerce, they want a generally 
diffufed ſpirit of induſtry and order; they want capital; they 
want thoſe claſſes of men who connect the upper and the lower 
orders of ſociety, and who thereby blend together and harmo- 
nize the whole. But it is not an act of Parliament that would 
effect theſe great and beneficial objects; no, it is only by a con- 
. nexion with a country which has capital, which has com- 
merce, which has that middle claſs of men, of whom ſkill and 
induſtry and enterprize and ſober orderly habits are the peculiar 
_ eharaQeriſtics; it is by ſuch a connexion alone diffu fing. theſe - 
| | ” ,, bleflings, 
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bleſſings, diffuſing the means of wealth, and the example and 
encouragemetit of induſtry throughout the ſiſter kingdom, it is 
by ſuch a connection alone that fo great and beneficial a change 
muſt be effected. We have ſeen partial remedies tried—but, as 

might be expected, with partial fuccefs, We have ſeen manu- 
factures flouriſh—bur the cottage, which borders on the manu- 


factory remaining in wretchednefs. There remains one greater 


experiment to be tried. It from the concurrent teſtimony ot 


oppoſite ſects and parties. We are warranted in þelieving that 


it may be made with advantage to all, if in addition to the im- 
mediate ſafety of Ireland, and the ſtrengthening of the empiee, 
it promiſes to produce in the interior of that country conſe- 
uences fo beneficial to its internal proſperity and happineſs ;— 
kurely we have heard no arguments t5-night, which ought to 
prevent the Houſe from entering upon a diſcuflion of the 
ſubject. i: | 
| truſt that no ſuch arguments will prevent the ſubject from 
being diſcuſſed with the ſame temper, the ſame views, and the 
ſame anxiety to bring it to a happy concluſion, in Ireland. My 
hon. friend has indeed ſtated with regard to the mode of pro- 
poling this ſubject in Ireland, that beſides force, other means 
equally cenſurable had been employed. Government has done 
that which ſeems to my hon. friend moſt alarming —moft hor- 
Tible—they have actually turned a gentleman out of his office. 
My hon friend preſſes this argument very ſtrongly, and ſeems 
to think it muſt have a great effect upon us who fit on this 
bench, to talk of turning a man out of his office. But what in 
fact does theſe argument amount to? Sir John Parnell, un- 
doubtedly a man of great worth and abilities, entertained an 
opinion hoſtile to this meaſure. The opinion of fuch a man 
was certainly entitled to reſpect, but to no more than thoſe 
of perfons of equal worth and talents. What are the 
taunts which we hear thrown againſt Gentlemen on this ſide 
of the Houfe, if there happens to be the {lighteſt difference 
of opinion among them, even though it ſhould be upon an 
indifferent and unimportant ſubject ? If Sir, the oppoſition 
in Ireland were as acute as my hon, friend, Sir John Parnell 
would have had a pleaſant time of it, had he gone down 10 
the Houſe a Chancellor of the Exchequer, differing, as he 


did, from Government upon ſo important a queſtion ; it. 


would in truth have been an impeachment of the ſincerity of 
Government, if they had fo riſqued the loſs of a queſtion on 
79 K 8 e which 
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which they conceived the welfare of the two Countries to 
depend. Sir John Parnell therefore ceaſed to be Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. in | ) 
On what other circumſtance then connected with the 
time, or with the manner of bringing forward this propoſi- 
tion is it contended that the Parliament or People of Ireland 
ſhould receive it with jealouſy and ſuſpicion? If indeed this 
propoſition had come after a ſeries of attempts on the part 


of Great Britain to injure and depreſs her ſiſter country, to 


check her progreſs in commercial proſperity, to diſcourage 


her advances to wealth and civilization, to curb and controul 


her legiſlative independence, and to over-rule all attempts at 


the improvement of her laws and conſtitution ; it might be 
juſtly entertained with diſtruſt, .and proceeded upon with he- 
ſitation. If ſeeing and deploring the evils of the preſent 
| ſituation of Ireland, Great Britain had yet ſuggeſted no re- 


medy for them herſelf, and had thrown difficulties in the way 
of what had been ſuggeſted by Ireland—and had then come 
forward with this as the firlt offer of her advice and aſſiſt- 


ance Ireland might perhaps aſk, where the ſpirit. of bene- 


volence had ſlept ſo long, and why ſhe had never before ex- 
perienced the anxious care of England, until it was now 
extended to her in the firſt inſtance accompanied by a pro- 

oſal for an Union? But is that the caſe? is this the 


firſt remedy that England has propoſed, or has ſhe ever 
refuſed aſſiſtance to Ireland? It has been ſaid, that for 


the ſpace of three hundred years we have oppreſſed Ireland. 
It is happy however for the , preſent generation, that it has 
but little of the guilt of oppreſſion to anſwer for! Surely 
for the laſt twenty years the conduct of England towards 
Ireland, has been a ſeries' of conceſſions Ireland deſired 
an octennial Parliament; it was granted. They wiſhed for 
an independant Legiſlature, and their wiſhes were com- 
plied with. They deſired a free trade, and it was given 
to them. A very large body of the People of Ireland 
prayed for a repeal of part of the Penal Code which they 
thought oppreſſed them. The Engliſh Government inter- 
fered with an opinion ſtrongly pronounced in favour of this 


petition, and its interference was ſucceſsful. But it is ſaid 


that nothing has been done for Ireland but, what ſhe ex- 
torted, and what ſhe had a right to demand: and theſe paſt 


| favours therefore are repreſented as no proof of kindneſs. 


But 
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But I would fain aſk, Sir, whether an independant country 
can demand to trade to the colonies of another independant 
country as a matter of right? I wiſh to know whether 
an independant country could inſiſt upon ſending her linens, 
to this country, under advantageous circumſtances, as a right? 
Whether an independant country could demand the Jiberty 
of ſending her goods into this country, in order to be re-ex- 
parted with Engliſh bounties, as a matter of right? It was 
undoubtedly proper that theſe advantages ſhould be given to 
Ireland, becauſe the proſperity of Ireland is the proſperity of 
England; but they were not privileges upon which they 
could inſiſt as matters of right. But here, Sir, let me not 
be misapprehended. I do not ſay this, as reproaching Ire- 
land with the gratitude which ſhe owes to England, but 


2»— 


merely to ſhew the good diſpoſition with which England has 


for a long time paſt ated towards Ireland. 

Sir, it is not my intention to go into a detail upon the ſub- 
ject of this great meaſure at preſent, nor to ſtate the terms 
upon which an Union may beſt be concluded, That ſtate- 
ment, whenever it comes, it is fit that the Houſe ſhould hear, 
from higher authority, than mine. And this is by no means; 
the ſtage of the buſineſs at which it can come with effect 
and propriety. The object which I have in view, Sir, in 
what I have taken the. liberty to addreſs to the Houſe, is to. 
entreat them to recolle& that in adopting the amendment of 
my hon. Friend, and in refuſing to go into a conſideration of 
the Addreſs, they would put an end to the only great and 
cqmprehenſive view that has ever been taken in this Houſe- 
of the affairs of Ireland. The plans propoſed reſpecting 
Ireland, except in the caſe of the Iriſh Propolitions, have been 
in general to anſwer ſame immediate party purpoſe, to catch 
at a little popularity by decrying one party, and extolling 
another - and by-echoing in this country the diſtractions and 
diſturbancesof Ireland, whenever it has ſo happened that the: 
affairs of this country have furniſhed no immediate ground 
for popular declamation. It is 2 little curious to conſider 
what was the conduct of that party when in Government to- 
wards Ireland, from whom the. oppoſition of this meaſure: 
comes. Did thoſe Gentlemen when they had the power in 
their hands, take a comprehenſive view. of the ſtate of re- 
land? No, when they were propoſing a meaſure reſpect- 
ing Ireland, they overlooked three-fourths of its A : 

| N 
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It was then ſaid by thoſe Gentlemen that the work was done, 
and the troubles of Ireland appeaſed, and yet in their plan 


the word Cathzlic never once occurred. Such was the wiſ- 


dom, the comprehenſion, the grandeur of conception rhat 
marked the boaſted final adj uſtment of 1782 * 

And now, Sir, obſerve the manner in which every thing 
that is attempted to be done for the ſafety of Ireland, and for 
the benefit of both countries, is treated — What are the wen- 
pons by which every thing which my right hon. Friend pro- 
poſes with regard to Ireland is attempted to be beaten down ? 
What are the ſubſtitutes' recommended for every meaſure 
which he would take for ſaving and tranquilizing Ireland? 
Why, Catholic Emancipation and Parliamentary Reform. 
How came the final Adjuſters not to think, fixteen years 
ago, of Catholic Emancipation and Parliamentary Reform? 


With reſpect to the latter, the hon. Gentleman who was 


then miniſter, directed the Lord Lieutenant to put down that 


queſtion at all events; and as to Catholic Emancipation, not 
one word was ſaid about it. | 


* 


Sir, it is little 2 of the meaſure now propoſed for our 


conſideration to ſay, that it will be more perfect and com- 
prehenſive than the final adjuſtment of 1782. The queſtion 
indeed, which I conjure the Houſe not to refuſe to conſider, 
is not a queſtion of {light importance—it is a queſtion upon 
which depend the ſafety of one member of the empire and 
the happineſs of the whole: 


8 


IJ conjure the Houſe to recolle& what is the hazard in 


which Ireland ſtands, and what have been our fears and our 


anxiety for her preſervation. If in eſtimating the ſplendid 


victories which have illuſtrated the naval annals of this coun- 
try, and ſpread through the world the glory of her name, 
We have ranked even with the moſt brilliant, thoſe by which 


Ireland has been ſaved let the ſame ſentiment induce us to 


receive with kindneſs, and to diſcuſs with a ſincere deſire to 
bring it to perfection, a meaſure which is caleulated to per- 


petuate to Ireland the ſafety, which is the fruit of theſe vic- 
tories; and to procure to her ſolid and permanent bleflings, 


far beyond the power of any victories to beſtow | Sittin 


here as we do in tranquillity and ſecurity, protected by a 
powerful and energetic Government, in the boſom of a con- 


ſenting and united people, with no invaſion to reſiſt, no re- 


bellion to coerce or appeaſe, let us feel for the diſtractions 


and 


r 
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and difquietudes of a country, which the ties of nature, of 
friendſhip, of language, manners, and intereſts, of laws and 
conſtitution ſimilar to our own, bind fo indiffolubly to 
ourſelves, that ſeparation would be to each and to, hoth of 
us deſtruction and let us at leaſt not refuſe to conſider of a 
queſtion which involves in itſelf the beſt, perhaps the onl 
means, Which can remove the dangers, and quiet the diſſen- 
ſions of Ireland; and cement the connection, which it is 
equally effential to both countries to ſtrengthen and inain- 
tain. | | 
Mr. Fones ſaid, that after the brilliant ſpeeches which the 
Houſe had juſt heard, he had no great hope of being very 
favourably attended to; but he was prompted by a ſenſe of 
his duty to deliver his ſentiments upon this queſtion ; and in- 
deed he thought that every member ought to come forward 
d pon this occaſion, for on the deciſion of it might depend not 
only the ſafety of the two kingdoms immediately involved; but 
perhaps the happineſs of the whale habitable globle. He 
1hould not attempt to follow the hon. Gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt, “ through all the mazes of metaphorical confuſion” 
which danced though his mind. | 
He thought that this meaſure ought to come from Ireland, 
and not from England. He thought that while there was any 
one rebel unſubdued in Ireland, the rebellion could not be ſaid 
to be properly quelled, nor the country fate ; and he had ſaid 
ſo on a former occaſion ; but he did not think that this was 
the way to put an end to that rebellion ; he thought it would 
'have a contrary tendency. He thought alfo that hereafter, 
ſhould this meaſure be adopted, that thoſe who oppoſed it in 
Ireland would be placed in an alarming ſituation; they might 
be ſubjected to military diſcipline, perhaps to torture; and 
this was, among many others, a reaſon why he could not ap- 
prove of the deſite of the people of Ireland. a 
A great deal had been ſaid againſt French principles; no 
man deteſted them more than he did; but that was a very 
ſtrong reaſon with him againſt this meaſure, for he thought 


it was not only built on French principles, but appeared to 


be- a ſpecies of French fraternity. He knew how unplea- 
ſant it was to hear a few plain things after hearing ſo many 
fine ones, and therefore he did not wonder at the indifference 
with which he was heard. It was faid, there were many 
evils exiſting in Treland—granting that to be true, in the 
name of God who were the beſt judges of them, the parlia- 
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1 ment of that, or of this country? But the Miniſter here ſuid, 
he would take care of them all himſelf. This was a ſtrong 
fact, and the language of the Miniſter upon this occaſion was 
the ſame in ſpirit as-the language of the French in their fra- 
ternity. This was a ſubject which deſerved much more time 
than Miniſters appeared diſpoſed to give it; he begged leave 
to remind the Houſe, that the union with Scotland took up 
an hundred years. He was clearly convinced, that the peo» 
ple of Ireland could not, in their preſent condition, deliber- 
ate freely upon this matter; that they were under the ideas 
at leaſt of intimidation by military force. He had no party 
motive, he ſpoke the language of an independent man, and 
he declared, as àa member of parliament, that he thought this 
meaſure was contrary to the principle of juſtice, and hoſtile 
to that for which he had the higheſt veneration—the real and 
ſterling rights of man. Upon theſe principles he was bound 
to ſupport the amendment. 
Mr. Sher:dan explained what he apprehended had been 
miſconceived by his hon. Friend, and the firſt part of it re- 
Jated to what was ſaid upon ſhutting the door now againſt 
the King's Mellage, when it was evident, that he had called 
for the interpoſition of the Houſe, by an expreſs motion laſt - 
ſeſſion upon the affairs of Ireland. He did not ſhut the door 
againſt the King's Meſſage ; on the contrary, he conſented 
that it ſhould be anſwered ; he only deplored the nature 
of the meſſage, which his Majeſty had been adviſed to make 
at this moment, and detired the interference of the Houſe in 
the affairs of Ireland, when that interference appeared to 
him to have been likely to produce the molt ſalutary effeQs. 
As to the ſubje& of intimidation, which his ' honourable 
Friend had applied to the whole Parliament of Ireland, he 
muſt obſerve, that he never ſaid he thought the whole Parlia- | 
ment of Ireland would be intimidated ; but he ſaid. he be- 
lieved that the people at large felt that the army would obey 
ik the directions they received, and that theſe directions de- 
. pended upon the executive government of this country, and 
7 that under that feeling they could not be expected to expreſs 
their opinions freely. He had no fault to find with the glow- | 
} ing expreſſions of his honourable Friend upon the iniquity 
1 of the French in their conduct towards the King of Sardi- 
I nia, and upoa the bleſſings of our couſtitution; all he convey- 
q ed to > the Houſe pon the ſubject of French interference in 
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the affairs of other ſtates, was to make it a ſubject of reflection 
to the Houſe, by way of calling their attention to what might 
probably be ſaid againſt this meature, by thofe who might Wiſh 
to create diſunion hereafter, | | ee 
The queſtion being put e CY Fs 62 BI 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe and ſpoke to the follows 
ing effect: After the manner in which this ſubject bas hee 
agitated, I feel that I ought to make an apology to the Houſe 
for creating any delay in the deterinination of a point, upon 
which I really think much difference of opinion cannot ſubſiſt; 
I mean upon the vote to be given on the queſtion which is now 
before us. But as this point, clear as in itſelf I take. it to be, is 
connected with others on which depends the beſt intereſt of the 
whole of the Britiſh empire, I muſt aſk the indulgence of the 
* Houſe, while I advert to the general principle of the ſabje& - 
which is now before us. It is fat from being my intention to 
do now, what indeed could not now be regularly attempted, and 
what hereafter it will be my duty to do; I mean to lay before 


— 


this Houſe a detailed particular of a plan, the ſpirit of which is re 


only alluded to in general terms in the gracious communication: 
from the throne to this Houſe ; that is what I ſhall have the 
| honour ot doing hereafter: the matter for the diſcuſſion of the 
Houſe at this moment, is compriſed in the original motion of 
my right hon. Friend, and the amendment propaſed by the 

right hon. Gentleman. The addreſs propoſed in anſwer to the- 
_ meſſage, pledges the Houſe to nothing more than that of aſſuring 

his Majeſty, that you will take into your ſerious conſideration 
a ſubject which is recommended to your care, and which is 
- highly intereſting to the welfare of the Britiſh empire. The 
amendment of the hon. Gentleman calls upon you at once to 
declare, you will not deliberate upon the matter. The hon. 
Gentleman produced one argument only in ſupport of the con- 
clufion he calls upon you to draw, and which he ſays he has 
e labli hed. He ſaid, near the end of his ſpeech, that, which 
if it were true, would indeed eſtabliſh his concluſion. He has 
told you, that you have no legitimate power of makirig your 
deliberations effectual. He has told you, without much argu- 
ment, what no otlrr perſon has hitherto told this Houſe in this 
Houſe, but what has been told it, and the public, upon whom 
by the way it is intended in the firſt inftance to operate, ig 
- pamphlets and various other publications which are daily uſher- 
ed forth in this countty and in Ireland, that you have no legi- 
timate power to determine upon this meaſure. The hon, 
Gentleman adopts that doctrine. He has taken upon himſelf 
td deny the right of the * of either kingdom to deter. 
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mine upon this matter. | ſay the right of the parliament of 

33 either, for he cannot make any diſtinction between the two. 
If the Parliament of Ireland has no juſt power or legitimate 
authority without the immediate inſtrùction, not of its conſti- | 


tuents merely, but of the people of Ireland in the maſs. I 
ſay, if the Parliament of Ireland have not any legitimate au- 
thority to determine upon this ſubject without the inſtruc- 
tions of the pedple at large, as little has the Parliament of 
England ſuch authority-——as little had the Parliament of Scot- 
land that authority—as little had the Parliament of England 
and Scotland that anthority when they agreed upon the union 
between the two kingdoms—an union under which have 
grown up and flouriſhed the proſperity of both; under Which 
the laws of both have been improved; under which property 
has been protected; under which has been cheriſhed a prin- 
_= of cordial co-operation, which has led to the happineſs 
of Great Britain ; has rendered it the envy, and, I truſt, will 
make it the protection of ſurrounding nations.—You fit in 
that chair, Sir—I ſtand here before you—the hon. Gentle- F J 
man himſelf addreſſed, you this night, called upon this Houſe | 
to entertain a debate, without any right whatever; we are 
all totally deſtitute of legitimate authority, if the hon. Gen- 3 
tleman is right in the principle he contended for this night f 
upon this part of the ſubject Indeed if he be right in that 
principle, you have no Parliament in England poſſeſſed of le- 
gal and juſt authority at this hour; there is no act which you | 
have performed for the laſt ninety years, however well in- | 
tended, or however effectual for the happineſs of the people 
of Great Britain, that can be ſaid to be legitimate or legal. 
TIT know not what ideas the hon. Gentleman may enter- 
tain, or what aid he expects, or What aid he will find ready 
to be given to his doctrine, that “ Parliament is not compe- 
tent to the diſcuſſion of this ſubjet.” I know it leads im- 
mediately to the ſyſtem of univerſal right of ſuffrage in the 
people; to the dodtrine, that each man ſhould have an actual 
ſhare in the government of the country, by having a choice - 
for his repreſentative ; and then to go back to the whole ſyſ- 
tem of jacobiniſm, which I thought hadibeen pretty nearly ex- 
| loded as ſoon as it came to be pretty well underſtood all over a 
Europe. I fay, if the hon. Gentleman avows this, then, but 
not till then, will his argument upon this head of the ſubject 
be intelligible and conſiſtent; for withordt this the whole 
of what he ſaid upon the matter will be quite obſcure, if 
not altogether without a meaning. The hon. Gentleman, I 
; | F believe, 
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believe, is not in his heart any advocate for any ſuch, doc- 


trine ; and yet to this length his argument leads, or there is 


an end of that part of the topic he brought before you. If 
| 10 deny the competence of Parliament which fully and free- 


y repreſents all the people of this country (and here let it be 
remembered that I am uſing no /ANguage of my own, but am 


following the approved language of our anceſtors), there is an 
end of all your authority, not in this point only, but in every 


other point. Now, let us ſce how this will apply to the ar- 


gument of the hon. Gentleman in the reſt of his ſpeech to- 


night. He complains that a queſtion is agitated, and an ad- 
dreſs is moved upon this ſubject. The addreſs is moved, as 
I ſaid yeſterday in this Houſe it was intended to be moved, 
and it involves a queſtion upon which I thought there would 
have been no oppolition—Why ? Becauſe the detail of the 
matter would not now be brought forward. That is referved 
for another opportunity ; and however neceſſary the meaſure 
may be, and I am convinced it is, yet I know it has, and muſt 
have its difficulties. I know it is liable, neceſſarily liable, 


to a thouſand difficulties, becauſe ſubject to a thouſand pre- 
judices and partial objeCtions; to ſentiments haſtily con- 


ceived by ſome and eagerly adopted by others, to local and 


confined views, to perſonal affections, and to a multitude 


of impediments, which, however. firm our own opinions 
may be of the indiſpenſible neceſſity of the meaſure for 
the happineſs, and even the ſecurity of the Britiſh empire, 


yet have induced his Majeſty's miniſters not to enter upon the 


detail at this moment. Upon theſe topics, therefore, I ſhall 
decline for the preſent entering upon any explanatien. But 


although 1 do not think it right to detail the ſubject at this 
moment, and although I may have that honour at another 


time, yet I muſt ſay that the hon. Gentleman's complaint 
againſt ſurpriſe is .extremely ill founded. I think that if 


any complaint could fairly be urged againſt us upon that ſub- 
| ied, it would be that we have ſhewn perhaps too much cau- 


tion againſt ſurpriſe ; and although (for the reaſons I have 


alleged already) I ſhall decline at preſent entering upon any 


detail of the plan which is intended to be ſubmitted to parlia- 


ment, I muſt he allowed to anſwer the objections of the hon. 


Gentleman. Here then let me again obſerve, that after a 


' meſſage comes from the throne, recommending in ſubſtance. 
an Union between the two kingdoms, nothing in the firſt in- 
ſtance is propoſed but a general addreſs, pledging the Houſe _ 


to nothing more than that it will take the ſubject into ſerious , 
Wie f conſideration. 
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' confiderttion. A day is ſtatell, on which the outline of the 
plan to be ſubmitted to Parliament is to be opened; that is 
the gefittal principle of the meafure. The diſcuſſion is fur- - 
ther to be poſtponed, nor is it propoſed that Parliament (hall 
be called upon to determine upon it until after due time has 
been taken for ample deliberation. I ſhould have thought 
the hon. Gentleman himſelf would have at leaft allowed there 
Was catidour and fairneſs in the mode of the proceeding. If 
therefore the cafe be as I ſtate it if his Majeſty has recom- 
mended the ſubject to your deliberation—if the addreſs con- 
fairs only a pledge that you will deliberate, the ſhort queſ- 
fibn is—Should you now adopt the mode which thoſe who 
have the honour of ſerving his Majeſty preſume to recom- 
mend to you gravely, and on which time will be given to de- 
Hberate on all its parts; or ſhould you pronounce in the firſt - 
inſtance, without examination, that it is a meaſure wholly 
unneceffary, or ſo dangerous, or imptacticable, or ſo attended 
with evils, that you will not even ſo much as enquire into its 
contents, that you will at once ſhut the door againſt it? The p 
hon. Gentleman ſeems to think ſo. It is not enough for us | 
to fay we ſhall bring forward a propoſition, involving in it 
the happineſs of the whole of the Britiſh empire, including 
joints requiring great attention, upon which we do not de- 
te your immediate deciſion, but we deſire you to tell the 
throne, in anſwer to its gracious communication, that you 
will conſider the fubject. ak „„ 
The hon. Gentleman ſays No! you ſhall enter upon no 
enquiry upon the matter; I know enough of it already to 
convince you that you ought to reject it at once. If that be 
the propoſition of the hon. Gemtleman, and fo it is, I con- 
ceive that he is bound to make out that propoſition to your - 
ſatisfaction, in which caſe I conceive he is called upon to 
prove, either that the preſent ſtate of Ireland is ſuch that it 
requires no remedy whatever, or that if it does require a re- 
medy, a better may be propoſed than any which has an Union 
for its baſis or that an Union, at all events, muſt be ſuch an 
evil that you ought not to deliberate upon it at all. This may 
be the opinion of the hon. Gentleman, but has he ſtated any 
thing to make out the propriety of that opinion? For many 
years paſt I have heard from that hon. Gentleman and his 
friends upon the affairs of Ireland, nothing but cotaplaints' 
and lamentations. They have been in the conſtant habit of 
declaiming, ſometimes upon, the unjuſt and cruel, at other 
times upon the inefficient and detective ſyſtem by which m_ + 
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land not only has been governed by the executive; but alſo by 
theUeliberative powers of the country. We have often been 
reminded of the unfortunate diſtraction of all its parts of Go- 
vernment, and of the evils which have refulted from the 
whole collectively; nay we have been told, and chat pretty 
confidently, from a Gentleman who ufually took the lead 


on the other ſide of this Houſe, that the ſyſtem by which 
Ireland was governed was ratlically defective; that indeed it 


was fo full of de formity in its very Conſtitution, as, that if 
we withed to anſwer the cavils of thoſe who di ſputed the 
beauty of the Conſtitution of Great Britain, we could not do 
| better than to deſire them to look at her ſiſter, who: was ſu 


ugly, that when (ſhe. was beheld, all objections againſt” the 


other would vaniſh: I remember theſe things full well, Sir, 
and I know not how the hon. Gentleman has forgotten them, 


and how he comes now to fee: none of theſe defects; ho-] he 
comes all at once to be fatisfied that this was an unjuſt picture 


of Ireland; how he come to be, all at once ſatisfied; that 
Ireland is as ſecure as ſhe had need to be; that her Govern- 
ment wants no remedy—is not for me, but for him to explain 
to this Houſe. "The novelty of his praiſe of the Parliament 
of Ireland is not to be ſuſpected by me as an inſineere com- 

liment. He has certainly ſeen that Parliament do much that 
Jeterved praiſe, but he has not ſeen, enough to enable him to 


| prove that the happinefs' of that Country is perfectiy fecure 3 


e has not ſeen enough to prove that there has not lately been 


there a deſperate Rebellion; he has not ſeen enough to prove 


this Houſe ſhould conclude that the ſafety of that part of the 


Britiſh Empire is at this moment perfectly ſecure ; he has 
not ſeen enough to enable him to prove that there exiſt not at 
this hour- in Ireland evils which we all deplore, and which 
we have much more reaſon to deplore than we had thoſe 


which he has ſo repeatedly, and ſo vehemently,” in conjunc- 


tion with others, called to the attention of this Houſe. I fax 
the evils to which Ireland is at this moment expoſed; and th 
' ſtill greater evils to which it may hereafter be expoſed, if 


the wiſom of the Legiſlature of the two Countries does not 


prevent it—I ſay that Irelandis ſubject to great and deplor- 


able evils, which have a deep root, for they lie in the fitug- 


tion of the country itſelf—in the preſent character, manners 
and habits of its inhabitants in their want of intelligence; ory | 


in other words, their ignorance—in the unavoidable fepara- 
religious diſtinẽilons in the rancour which bigotry engen- 
8 ; * e - 0 


tion between: certain claſſes—in the ſtate of property in its 
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ders and ſuperſtition rears ahJ'cheriſhes. » The bon. Gentle- 
man' tel|s-us theſe are eyils which cannot be cured in a mo- 
ment. I know they cannot, Sir, but the queſtion is, whe- 
ther we ſhould not adopt ſotme plan which may lead to that 
cure in the courſe of time? If indeed it could have been done. 
by what that hon. Gentleman and his friends have often re- 
commended in this Houſe, by what they call a Catholic 
Emancipation and a Parliamentary Reform, the taſ would 
have been a good deal eaſier than in trurk it is; but Catholic 
Emancipation and Parliamentary Reform is a phraſe made 
uſe of by ſome to cover deſigns of a very different nature. If 
ſuch an object could be kept in view and be attained by 
calm, diſpaſſionate, ſober: inveſtigation, no man wauld be 
readier than myſelf to aſſent to any meaſure for that purpoſe. 
But if the ſtate of ſociety is ſuch that laws, however wiſe 
in themſelves, will be ineffectual as to their obje & until the 
manners and cuſtoms of the peoplę are altered if men are 
in a ſtate of poverty in which it is impoſſible they can have 
any · comfort if the progreſs of civilization depends in a 
gteat meaſutre upon the diſtribution of wealth—if the im- 
provement of that wealth depends much upon the diſtribution 
of capital —if all the advantages to be derived from an in- 
© creaſe of national wealth depends much upon the temper of 
the inhabitants —if that advantage, together with the ſtill 
greater advantage of mental improvement, are all retarded by 
the diſtractions and diviſions of party, by the blind zeal and 
phrenzy of religious prejudices, by old and furious family 
feuds—if all, I ſay, combine to make a country wretched, 
what is the remedy ? An impartial Legiflature ſtanding aloof 
from local party connexion, ſufficiently removed from the 
influence of contending factions, to be advocate or champion 
of neither being ſo placed as to have no ſuperſtitious reve- 
rence for the names and prejudices of ancient families who 
have ſo long enjoyed the excluſive monopolies of certain pub- 


lic patronages and property which cuſtom has ſanctioned, 


and which modern neceſſity may juſtify---a Legiſlature who 
will neither give way to the haughty pretenſions of a few, 
nor open the door to popular in- roads, to clamour, or to in- 
vaſion of all ſacred forms and regularities, under the falſe and 


impoſing colours of philoſophical improvement in the art of 


Government. This is the thing that is wanted for Ireland. 
| Where is it'to-be found? In that country, where the evils 
which I have enumerated exiſt, or in this? That is to ſay, 
where ſhould that Legiſlature deliberate !-In a place 1 
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the utmoſt effort of what is called patriotiſm amounts to no- 
thing more than an aim at temporary popularity, as is evi- 
dent from what has happened; or in a place where the diſ- 
cuſſion is calm and temperate. Certainly the latter, that is, 


in England. To neglect toeſtablith ſuch a Legiſlature, when 


it is poſſible to do ſo, I ſay is an imprudence which nothing 
can juſtify. I ſay alſo, that much of the evil which Ireland 
now labours under, ariſes unavoidably. from the condition of 
the Parliament of that country. 7 

One point at which I have juſt hinted, is the want of in- 
troduction of capital into that country. How can. that be 


removed? By connexion and intercourſe with Great Britain, 
which will improve the temper and manners, as well as the 


underſtandings of the people of Ireland. By a Parliament 
that ſhall have no jealoulies from local prejudices; this can 
only be the caſe when a Parliament deliberates in England, 
and beſides, upon the intereſt of both countries united. I 
ſay, it is upon this and this only, depends the happineſs of 
the people of that country, and I ſay too, that upon this view 
of the ſubject, the hon. Gentleman, inſtead of oppoſing, 
ſhould be led to ſupport the meaſure before us, as being pe- 
culiarly adapted to meet evils, of which he as well as many 
of his friends have frequently complained. But he has not 
ſcrupled to tell us that he is aſtoniſhed to hear, for the firſt 
time, 'that the final adjuſtment, as he calls it, which was made 
in the year 1782, has been found incompetent to the bleſſings 
it was intended to convey, What were the objeds which 
were then in view? The independence of the Legiſlature of 
that country moſt certainly ; but I beg leave to add, that 
there was a reſolution entered into in the Iriſh Parliament, 
the ſubſtance of which is : That the intereſt of Great Britain 
and Ireland are inſeparable, that the connexion ought to be 
. on a permanent and ſolid baſis, and that Ireland 
would adopt ſuch meaſures as ſhould be conſiſtent with its 
own internal tranquillity, for which its ſituation fits it, and 
as may be eee e with the ſtrength and ſtability of the 
Whole of the Britiſh Empire. Here then is a proof that 


ſomething was left to be done after the Legiſlature of Ireland 
ained its independence. This reſolution was carried to the 


Throne, but nothing was ever done upon it. What am I 
now propoling for the ſake of Ireland ? | am not content that 
| Ireland ſhall have ſome benefits as part of the Brituh Empire; 
but I am propoſing, that Ireland ſhall be allowed to partiei- 
pate of the bleſſings which at preſent England enjoys, It was 
Vol. I. 1799. 3X ſaid 
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ſaid by the hon. Gentleman, that this country had oppreſſed 
Ireland for three hundred years; that is not a point to which 
Jaſſent; but I will ſay that for 100 years this country has 
followed a very narrow policy with regard to that country. 
It manifeſted a very abſurd jealouſy concerning the growth, 
produce, and manufacture of ſeveral articles—1 ſay that theſe 
jealouſies will be buried by the plan which is now to be 
brought before you. I ſay that when you have two inde- 
! Parliaments in one Empire, you have no ſecurity 
or a continuance of their harmony and cordial co-operation. 
We all have in our mouths a ſentence, that every good Eng- 
liſhman and good Iriſhman feels—we muit ſtand or fall to- 
gether ; that we ſhould live and die together; and yet with- 
out ſuch a meaſure as that which is about to be propoſed to 
you, there can be no ſecurity for the continuance of that ſen- 
timent. I ſay the happineſs of both countries ought to be 
perpetual as it ſtands now it is liable to a thouſand accidents 
—it depends now upon the violence of the moment ; it may 
be governed, as I have ſaid already, upon views of tempo- 
rary popularity, or upon the perſonal convenience of a few 
individuals, a tenure upon which the happineſs of a nation 
ought never to depend. I am not ſtating theſe things without 
foundation, but am referring to what was done by two cham- 


| 7 of parties in that country and in this, the one of whom 


ad a large pecuniary reward for his labours, and another 
was the ſubje& of great panegyric in that country and in 
this Mr. Grattan and Mr. Fox]. They were ſatisfied when 
the Legiſlature of Ireland was declared independent of this 
Country. True it is that the Parliament of that Country was 
declared independent of this. It had what was ſuppoſed to 
be, Sovereign Power—it has the power of diQating to the 
Executive Authority upon the queſtions of War and Peaceg 
in the ſame controuling manner as the Parliament of this 
country has—but what ſecurity 1s there that they will both 
agree upon all queſtions hereafter, in which the general in- 
tereſt of the Britiſh Empire is involved? Is it a difficult thing 


to ſuppoſe a caſe in which they may claſh, and become per- 
| haps as hoſtile to one another as any two independent bodies 


politic in Europe? I have no difficulty in ſaying that ſuch a 
caſe might poſſibly happen, nor do I think that much was 
gained by the declaration of the independence of that Parlia- 
ment, or ever will be gained to the Britiſh Empire, until 
there is ſome ſecurity that both Legiſlatures will go on har- 


moniouſly together upon all queſtions in Which the general 


intereſts 
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tereſts of the Britiſh Empire are involved. Nor do I much 
admire the philoſophy of that perſon who thinks he has com- 
pleated a beautiful new fabric when he has only completed 
the deſtruction of an old one; who calls that deſtruction the 
molt ſtupendous pile of human wiſdom that ever was exhi- . 
bited to the world. When I find ſuch a man after the Act 
Was paſſed, which declared the independence of the Iriſh 
Parliament, aſſenting to the prineiple of a reſolution of a 
Committee, ſtating that the connexion between the two coun- 
tries ſhould be eſtabliſhed by mutual conſent on a ſolid and 
permanent baſis, and when I find that ſuch a reſolution was 
carried to the Throne, as I have ſaid already, and when I 
reflect that nothing was afterwards done upon that reſolution 
to carry it into effect, 1 have the authority of that perſon and 
his friends that what was done in declaring the Parliament 
of Ireland independent, was defective in a point which is in- 
diſpenſible for the happineſs of the people of Ireland, and in- 
deed of both countries. I think then I may ſay that the on 
is upon thoſe who oppoſe. the meaſure now before us to ſhew 
its bad tendency, rather than upon. us to ſhew its probable 
good effect, for their own conduct proclaims the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of ſomething being done; it is incumbent upon all 
thoſe who took a part in the diſcuſſion of that ſubjeR, and 
who approved of the meaſure—the childiſh meaſure—of the 
Independence of the Parliament of Ireland !—without any 
ſecurity that the Parliament of that Country and of this 
would never differ eſſentially upon any point in which the 
happineſs of the Britiſh Empire may be involved, to ſhew it, 
and upon the hon. Gentleman who moved this Amendment; 
as much as any one, for he tock an active ſhare in the Parlia- 
mentary. proceedings to which I have juſt alluded. | 
How ſtands the caſe in point of experience? Is there a 
probability, or is there not, that the Parliaments of the two 
Countries may differ upon a point that may be eſſentially in- 
tereſting to the Britiſh Empire ? I ſay you have a guide upon 
that ſubject? you may profit by experience I mean by the 
caſe of the Regency. The hon. Gentleman ſays that there was 
no difference between the two Parliaments as to the Regent. 
Why, no, Sir, there was no difference as to the per/or who 
was to be Regent; but there was an eſſential difference as to 
me principle on Which that perſon was to be Regent: the Iriſh 
Parliament decided on one principle, the Engliſh Parliament 
on another, and their having agreed on the perſon was acci- 
dental; and upon the diſtinct principles on which the two 
A EO 3% 2 Parliaments 
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Parliaments proceeded, they might as well have differed upon 
the perſon. who was to be, as on the powers to be granted to, 
the Regent. Now let any man tell me that this is not an in- 
ſtance of an eſſential difference upon a point that was eſſen- 
tial to the welfare of the Britiſh Empire ; and let any man 
ſhew me what ſecurity there is that an eſſential difference 
upon ſome other object may not hereafter occur between the 

two Parliaments. That they have not hitherto differed in the 
great and momentous events which have been agitated before 
Parliament, is a good fortune which has ariſen from one ge- 
neral cauſe, that of all deſcriptions of perſons having united 
againſt one common enemy, with the exception only of a few, 
whoſe councils, happily for both countries, and for the civi- 
lized part of the world, have loſt all their influence. But 
will any man tell me that fuch difference as was manifeſted 
in the time of the Regency will never occur again? Wall any 
man tell me that when we come to treat of peace, for inſtance, 
or to conſider any ſubject of alliance with any foreign power, 
or upon any queſtion of trade or commerce, that then the lo- 
cal prejudices, I ſay prejudices, for they have great influ- 
ence, may not occaſion a difference between the Legiſlatures 
upon points that may be eſſential to the welfare of the Britiſh 
Empire ? No matter what the cauſe of the difference may be, 
it is enough that there may be ſuch'a difference. A party in 
England may give to the Throne one ſpecies of advice by its 
Parliament; a party in Ireland may adviſe directly oppoſite, 
upon the moſt eſſential points that involve the ſafety of both 
upon alliance with a foreign power ; for inſtance, upon the 
army; upon the navy; upon any branch of the public ſer- 
vice; upon trade ; * commerce; or, upon any point that 
was eſſential to the Empire at large. Let any man tell me, 
what would have been the conſequence to both England and 
Ireland, had the diſſenſions in Ireland been the ſame in point 
of force againſt the Executive Government in Parliament, 
ſince the commencement of the preſent war, as they were at 
the time the Iriſh propoſitions were rejected? Had theſe men 
who were at the head of oppoſition either in that country or 
in this, poſſeſſed the confidence of: any conſiderable part of 
the public, will any man tell me, that any Miniſter would 
have been able to fave this Country or Ireland from deftruc- 
tion? But happily for ys, happily for every part of the civi- 
lized world; the iniquity of the common enemy united us all, 

_ elſe all the evils which I have already ſtated," together with 
the poiſon of jacobiuiſm, would have come upon us; and ſuch 

rain. 48 | a com- 


He thought the Right Hon. Gentleman might have known 
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a complication would have ſoon completed the ruin of out 
Empire; but fortunately, I ſay, the coupſels of thoſe-who 
favoured ſuch principles was rejected with diſdain by the 
good ſenſe of mankind at large. But when that cement 
which the two Legiſlatures have been held together, 
ceaſe to operate, what ſecurity is there for the continuance 
of cordial co-operation? None whatever, the probability of 
its continuance is more than doubtful ; for I do ſay, for the 
reaſons I have alledged already, that the preſent ſtate of ſo- 
ciety in Ireland, as well as its repreſentation, which partakes 
of the nature of that ſociety, is radically defective. . 

I am aware that I have ſpoken at a greater length on this 
ſubject than might have been expected in its preſent ſtage. I 
have thought a great. deal upon this ſubject, and what I have 
ſaid has been nothing but the. reſult of my own obſervations. 
J am bound to convey to this Houſe every informationwhich 
may be in my power to give; but however acceptable to the 
one or to the other {ide of the Houſe—howevet acceptable or 
otherwiſe to thoſe whom JI reſpect on the other ſide the wa- 
ter, my ſentiments upon this ſubje& may be, my duty com- 


77 me to ſpeak them freely. I ſee the caſe fo plainly, and 


feel it ſo ſtrongly, that there is no circumſtance of apparent 
or probable difficulty, no apprehenſion of popularity, no fear 
of toil or labour, that ſhall prevent me from uſing every exer- 
tion which remains in my power to accompliſh the work that 
is now before us, and on which I am perſuaded depends the 
internal tranquillity of Ireland, the intereſt of the Britiſh Em- 
pire at large, and I hope I may add, the happineſs of a great 
part of the habitable world. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he muſt ſtill claim the right of ſay- 
ing a few words in explanation, in conſequenee of what had 


Fallen from the Right Hon. Gentleman. If this was denied 


to him he muſt make a ſpecific motion for that purpoſe. The 


Right Hon. Gentleman had alluded to his affertion, that it was 


a queſtion whether the Parliament of Ireland had the power 

to ſurrender the independence of their Legiſlature, and the - 
Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that he had ſtarted an opi- 
nion which he did not entertain, and that he could not mean 
to carry the aſſertion the length to which the principle would 


lead. This was a moſt extraordinary mode of interpreting 


the language of any Member. What ground had the Right 
Hon. Gentleman for the preſumption that he would make 
uſe of an argument in that Houſe-which he did not believe? 


him 


he had no power was certain, but i 


„ — 
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him better than to ſuppoſe that he would make uſe of any ar- 


ment which was not the conviction of the mind; or that 
he would leave any thing unſaid from any apprehenſion of 


conſequences which he felt it to be his duty to advance. He 


had ſaid, and he repeated it, that after the reſolution of the 


Iriſh Parliament, which was recognized by that Houſe, that 


they could not ſurrender the right of legiſlating for them- - 


ſelves, he knew not how they could now aſſume the power, 
In regard to the argument which he had uſed of the final ad- 
juſtment which had taken place in 1782, which laid the ground 
for perpetuating the connexion between the two nations on a 
ſolid baſis, the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſpoken both of 
that meaſure and of the great and illuſtrious Stateſman, his 
friend, in terms of inſult, not very creditable to himſelf, in 
the abſence of his hon. Friend. When he!had ſpoken of that 


meaſure in his preſence he had always received a full and di- 


rect anſwer, and if his hon. Friend were then preſent he 
would have received the anſwer which his obſervation de- 
ſerved. The Right Hon. Gentleman had choſen to ſay that 
the great author of that meaſure was ese extinct. That 

he meant to ſay that his 
influence in the Country was extinct, the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman was miſtaken. At no.time, he would venture to ſay, 
were the grand and eminent qualities of his mind more felt 


and acknowledged, more admired and loved, than now. His 


influence in. the Country was undiminiſhed, and he was as 
much as ever the object of the affection, confidence and yene- 
ration of every genuine friend of the liberties of man. When 


the right hon. Gentleman ſaid that that great ſtateſman in the 
meaſure by which Ireland was conciliated in 1782, could have 
kept any reſerve in his mind; that he had any crooked policy, 


any baſe, mean, and narrow ſtratagem in deſign, which he 
covered with the exterior of the meaſure which he brought 
forward, he could only ſay that the right hon. Gentleman did 
not know the character of his hon. Friend, and judged of his 
adminiſtration from his knowledge of the practice of other 
tranſcendent miniſters. | MRO IE 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in reply to the obſervation 
of Mr. Sheridan, that if he had known him thoroughly, he 


would not have ſuppoſed him capable of e ion argu- 


ment which he did not feel, ſaid that the hon. Gentleman 


ought alſo to know him well enough to be ſatisfied that he 


would not retra&t any obſervation: he had thought it his duty 


to make. In this inſtance he had only ſaid, that the princi- 


ple 


' 


a 
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ple of his argument went to deny the power of the Parliament 

to legiſlate 3 and this he preſumed was an aſſertion fo abſurd 

| as that he did not mean to make it. By the hon, Gentle- 

man's explanation, it appeared that his ſuggeſtion was right, 

The hon. Gentleman, in very high language, which his friend- 

_> for the author of the final adjuſtment in 1782 alone could 

Juſtify, ſaid, that it was impoſſible for him to give in one 

breath, what he intended to take away by another. He did 

not affect to know what he meant, but this he knew, (and this 

the hon. Gentleman had acknowledged) he had freely ar- 

raigned the wiſdom of that great meaſure in the preſence of 

its great author; and he had not received any more ſatisfac- 

tory anſwer from himſelf than he had now done in his ab- 

ſence. He had never preſumed to ſay what he meant by the 

ſimple repeal—he had only preſumed to think he had meant 

ſomething, and that whatever he did mean, he had done no- 

thing ſince whatever. Certainly upon the face of the reſolu- 

tion which he had read it was not final; it was evidently 

foreſeen that circumſtances might ariſe which would make it 

1 neceſſary that the rights of the two co-exiſtent legiſlatures 

14 ſhould be reſtrained and defined by mutual compact. The 

| | reſolution clearly ſhewed that ſomething was in his mind as 

= neceſſary to be done ulterior to the reſolution which ſeparated 
the two Parliaments, and this had never been done. | 

Mr. Martin concluded the debate by ſaying, that if he had 

) any hopes that alittle delay would have the good effect of re- 

| ſtoring Ireland to a more tranquil diſpoſition, he would be for 

the delay propoſed by the hon. Gentleman, but as he had no 

ſuch hopes, he wiſhed to hear the whole of the propoſition laid 

open, and ſolemnly diſcuſſed. 

The queſtion of the amendment was then put, and nega- 
tived without a diviſion. The motion for the addreſs was 
then put and carried. 

It was defired by Mr. Dundas, that the order purſued in 
1794 for the mode of balloting for a ſecret committee ſhould 
be read—It was read accordingly. + | 

Mr. Secretary Dundas then moved, that the Houſe do the 
next day proceed to ballot for a ſecret committee, to whom 

the papers preſented this day ſhall be referred, &c. &c. And 
the motion being put, it was carried accordingly, | 
__ Adjourned. I 
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AFP PEN DIX. 


TREATIES, STATE PAPERS, PARLIAMENTARY 
REPORTS, AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTS, &c. 


RESOLUTIONS VOTED IN THE COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY (DEC, zd, 
1798.) AND AGREED TO BY THE HOUSE NEXT DAY. wy 


| Reſolved, 


HAT it is the opinion of this Committee, that a number of 
land forces, including five thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- 
ſix invalids, not exceeding fifty two thouſand and fifty- one effective 
men, commiſſioned and non- commiſſioned officers, be employed for 
the year 1799. | 
| hat a ſum, not [exceeding one million nine hundred and ſe- 
venty-ſeven thouſand two hundred and fifty-three pounds ſeven 
ſhillings and ten pence, be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the 
charge of fifty-two thouſand and fifty-one effective men, for guards, 
arriſons, and other his Majeſty's land forces, in Great Britain, 
erſey, Guernſey, and Alderney, and in Ireland, including the 
charge of the pay of commiſſioned and non-commiſſioned officers 
and private men, with the additional allowance to ſubalterns, &c. 
the charge of cloathing of non-commiſſioned officers and private 
men, the charge of agency, and the charge of allowances to be made 
to captains and riding maſters, from the 25th day of December 1798 
to the 24th day of December 1799, both inclufive, being 365 days. 
That a ſum, not exceeding eight hundred and fixty-one thouſand 
fix hundred and fifty-three pounds ten ſhillings and three pence, be 
granted to his Majeſty, for maintaining his Majeſty's forces in the - 
plantations, including thoſe ſerving at Gibraltar, in Portugal, at 
the Cape of Good Hope; thoſe on ſpecial ſervice; and a corps of 
foot in New South Wales ; including the charge of the pay of the 


commiſſioned officers, non-commiſhioned officers, and private men, bi 


with the additional allowance to ſubalterns, - &c. the charge of 
cloathing of the non-commaiſſioned officers and private men, the 
charge of agency, and the charge of allowances to be made to cap- 
. tains and riding maſters, from the 2 7 day of December 1798 to 
the 24th day of December 1799, both incluſive, being 365 days. - 
That a ſum, not exceeding forty-two thouſand nine hundred and 
one pounds and nineteen ſhillings, be granted to his Majeſty, for 
WE hs a” W W 6 defraying 


1 4 EE 
defraying the charge of the difference between the Britiſh and Irifi 
of fix regiments of foot for ſervice abroad, from the 2 5th day 
of December 1798 to the 24th day of December 1699, both inclu- 
* . 4 5 


ſive, being 365 days. L . ; 
That a ſum, not exceeding twenty-nine thouſand one hundred 

aud twenty-four pounds three ſhillipgs and four pence, be granted 

to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge of four troops of dragoons 


4"tv N of foot, ſtatipned in Great Britain, for the 


andi tv/ 
urpoſe o 

Beck le cember 1798 to the 24th 
both er being 365 days. 

That a ſum, upon account not exceeding one hundred and eighty- 
five thouſand pounds, be granted to his Majeſty, for eri * 
charge of fene and contingencies, for his Majeſty's land forces, 
arid of extra feed for the cavalry in Great Britain, for the year 1799. 

That a ſum, not exceeditig one hundred and fourteen thouſand 
one hundred and forty four pounds five ſhillings and five pence, be 
granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge of general and ſtaff 
_ officets, and 2 the hoſpitals, ſerving with the forces in 
Great Britain, .Jerſey, and See way Tac Gy year 1799. | 

That a ſum, not Aide in three millions one hundred thirty- 

nine thauſand nine hundred and. eight Pounds ten ſhillings and 
eight pence, be granted ta his Maje , for defraying the charge of 
the embodied militia of Great Britain, and of the royal corps of 
miners of Cornwall and; Devon, and of ſeveral corps of fencible in- 
fntry, from the 25th day of December 1798 to the 24th day of 
December 1799, both incluſive, being 355 days. 
That a ſum, upon account, not exceeding fixty thouſand pounds, 
be granted to bis Majeſty, for defraying the charge of contingencies 
for the embodied militia of Great Britain, and for ſeveral corps of 
fencible infantry, for the year 1799 
That a ſum, not exceeding two, hundred ſeventy- nine thouſand 
nine hundred ang thirty.four pounds nineteen ſhillings and two 


y of December 1799, 


pence; be granzed to hig NMI] Sit, for defraying the charge of cloath- . 
10 9 


g for the embodied militia of Great Britain, and for the corps of 
naners of Cornwall and e e the year 1799. 5 


That a ſun), not exceeding four hundred eighteen thouſand four 


hundred and forty: ponnds five ſhillings and eight pence, begranted - 


to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge of ſeveral corps of fencible 
cavalry from the,25th.; day of December 1798 to the 24th day of 


4 1 0 


December 1799, both incluſive, being 365 days. 
That a ſum, upon account, not exceeding twenty. five thouſand 
Pounds be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge of extra 


Feed for the ſeveral corps of fencible cavalry in Great Britain, for 
the year 1799. 


That a fun, dt exceeding one hundred and nine thouladd one | 


lings and Gent pence, 
corps 


7. the r E Eaſt India, from the 


: 
4 


—— — 


5; . | 
That a ſum, not exceeding forty- one thouſand ſeven hnhdred and 

_ forty:ohie pounds and fixtecn ſhillings, be granted to bis Majeſty, 
for defraying the charge of full pay to ſupernumerary officers of his 
Majeſty's forces, from the 25th day of December 1798 to the 24th 

day of December 1799, both incluſive, being 365 days. 
© That a ſum, not exceeding one hundred and twenty-three thou- 
ſand and ſix pounds thirteen ſhillings and three pence, be granted to 
dis Majeſty, for the allowance to the paymaſter genera! of his Ma- 


net land forces; to the commiſſary general of the muſters; to 


judge advocate general; to the comptroller of the accounts of the 
army; and for the amount of exchequer fees to be paid by the pay- 
maſter general, for the year 1799. HEE | 
That a ſum, not exceeding two hundred and twenty thouſand 
e be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge of the 
ncreaſed rates of ſubfiſtence, to be paid to innkeepers, and others, 
on quartering ſoldiers, for the year 1799. | 
That a ſum, not exceeding 'one hundred and ſixty- three thouſand 
nine hundred and ſeverity:nine pounds ſeven ſhillings and one pen- 
17 be granted to his Majeſty, upon aceount of the reduced officers 
of his Majeſty's land forces and marines, for the year 1799. | 
That a ſum, not exceeding twenty pounds twelve ſhillings and 
eleven pence, be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge of 
allowances to one private gentleman of the two troops of horſe 
guards reduced, and to one ſuperannuated gentleman of the four 
oops of horfe guards, for the year 1799, | 
That a ſum not exceeding one thoufand pounds, be granted to 
his Majeſty, on account of the ſeveral officers late in the ſervice of 
the States General, for the year 1799. 
That a ſum, not exceedin ty-two thouſand five hundred 
unds, be granted to his Naschy, upon account of the reduced of- 
cers of his Majeſty's Britiſh American forces, for the year 1799. 
That a ſum, not exceeding ſeven thouſand five hundred pounds, 
S be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge of allowances to 
E 
the year 1799. . 
That a ſum, not exceeding one hundred forty- two thouſand ſix 
hundred and eighty-eight 
be granted to his Mazel, or defraying the charge of the in and out 
penſioners of Chelſea hoſpital, and of the expences of the ſaid hoſ- 
pitat, for the year 1799. 9 | Ag 8 
That a ſum, not exceeding eighteen- thoufand five hundred and 
ninety-· one pounds three ſhillings and three pence, be granted to his 
Majefty, upon account, for defraying the charge of penſions to be 
id to the widows of commiſſioned officers, and ex pences attend- 
"the fame, for the year 1799. . 
hat a ſum, upon account, not exceeding five hundred thouſand 
pounds, be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge of the 
volunteer corps of cavalry and infantry'in Great Britain, for the 
Fear 1799 © 1 
That a ſum, not exceeding ſix hundred twenty-two 3 
n f ** u 2 


1 
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veral reduced officers of his Majeſty's Britiſh American forces for 


22 eleven ſhillings and three pence, 
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pounds, be granted to his 
civil eſtabliſhment of the province of New Brunſwick, in America, 
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hundrd and 'ſeyenty-eight pounds, be granted to his Majeſty, for 

dlefraying the charge of the expences expected to be incurred in the 
harrack maſter general's department in the year 1799. 

That a ſum, not exceeding one hundred F thouſand 
ſeven hundred and thirty five pounds * ſhillings and ſeven 
pence, be granted to his Majeſty, for de raying the er of fo- 
reign corps in the ſervice of Great Britain, tor the year 1799. 

Thata ſum, not exceeding one million three hundred and twenty- 
four thouſand four — and thirteen pounds fourteen ſhilli 
and ſeven pence, be Rang to his Majeſty, for. the charge of the 
office of ordnance for land ſervice for the year 1799. | 

That a ſum, not exceeding eighty-one thouſand nine hundred 
and ſixty nine pounds ſeventeen ſhillings and four pence, be granted 
to his Majeſty, for defraying the expences of ſervices performed by 
the office of ordnance, for land ſer vice, and not provided for by 
parliament, in the year 1797. 27 i 

That a ſum, not exceeding fifty-ſix thouſand two hundred and 

_ eighteen pounds eleven ſhillings and eleven pence, be granted to 
his Majeſty, for defraying the expence of ſervices performed by the 
office of ordnance, for ſea ſervice, and not provided for by parlia- 
ment, in the year 1797. i | | | 

That a ſum, not exceeding one hundred and eight theuſand two 
hundred and twenty-five pounds one ſhilliag and two pence, be 


granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the expence of ſervices per- 


tormed by the office of ordnance for land-ſervice, and not provided 
for by parliament, in the year 1798. f 1 
That a ſum, not engen ſeven hundred and twenty nine thou- 
ſand and ſixty- three pounds fix ſhillings and ſeven pence, be granted 
to his Majeſty, for the ordinary of the navy, including half pay to 
ſea and marine officers, for the year 1799. 3% 
That a ſum, not exceeding fix hundred ninety-three thouſand 


ſeven hundred and fifty pounds, be granted to his Majeſty, towards 


the buildings, re-bnildings, and repairs, of ſhips of war, in his Ma- 


jeſty's and the merchants yards, and other extra works, over and 
above what are propoſed to be done upon the heads of wear and 
tear and ordinary, far the year 1799. | ws, 
That a ſum, not exceeding ſeven thouſand one hundred and fifty 
pounds, be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge of the 


Civil eſtabliſhment of the province of Upper Canada, in America, 


from the 1ſt day of January to the 31ſt day of December 1799. 
That a ſum, not exceeding five thouſand four hundred ankle 
pounds, be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge of the 
civil eſtabliſhment of the province of Nova Scotia in America, from 
the iſt day of January to the 31ſt day of December 1799. ; 
That ſum, not e Jour thouſand fix hundred and fifty 
ajeſty, for defraying the charge of the 


from the, 24th day of June 1799 to the 24th day of June 1800. 
" That a ſum, not exceeding one theuſand nine hundred pounds, 
he: granted. ee dee, e eee She ene 


. f 
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| eſtabliſhment of the iſland of Saint John, in America, from the 1ſt 
day of January to the 31ſt day of December 1799. e 
| | That a ſum, not exceeding one thouſand eight bundred and forty 
. unds, be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge of the 
civil eſtabliſhment of the iſland of Cape Breton, in America, from 
the 24th day of June 1799 to the 24th day of June 1800. 
That a ſum, not exceeding two thouſand four hundred and fiſty- 
one pounds and one ſhilling, be granted to his Majeſty, for defray- 
ing the charge of the civil eſtabliſhment of the iſland of Newfound- 
land, in America, from the 1ſt day of April 1799 to the. 11t day of 
April 1800. | ; 
That a ſum, not exceeding four thouſand one hundred pounds, 
be granted to his Majelty, for defraying the charge of the civil eſta- 
bliſhment of the Bahama Iſlands, in America, in addition to the 
ſalaries now paid to the public officers out of the duty fund, and 
other incidental. charges attending the ſame, from the 1ſt day of 
January to the 3 iſt day of December 1799. | | 
That a ſum, not exceeding five hundred and eighty pounds, be 
granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge of the civil eſta- 
bliſhment of the Bermudas or Somers Iflands, from the 24th day 
of Jus" 2.208 to the 24th day of June 1800. "Off 
That a ſum, not 8 undred pounds, be granted to his 
Majeſty, for defraying the charge of the civil eſtablithment of the 
iſland of Dominica, from the 11t day of January te the 3 iſt day of 
December 1799. ö | | 
That a ſum, not exceeding ſix thouſand and ſixteen pounds and 
fifteen ſhillings, be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the charge 
of the civil eſtabliſhment of New South Wales, from the roth da 
of October 1798 to the 1oth day of October 1799. 
$<, 0 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS REPORTED 
TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS AND AGREED T0 TUESDAY, DEC, 


_ 4th, 1798. ; | F 
Reſolved, | | | 
That ſo much of an act, made in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, 
intituled, An act for granting to his Majeſty an aid and contri- 
„ bution for the proſecution of the war,“ as charges any perſon 
with an additional duty in proportion to the amount of the rates 
or duties to which, prior to the 5th day of April 1798, ſuch perſon 
was aſſeſſed according to any aſſeſſment made in purſuance of any 
act of parliament in force at the time of paſſing the ſaid act of the 
laſt ſeſſion, be repealed. ee e 
That, towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, there be 
charged annually, during a term to be limited, the ſeveral rates and 
duties following upon all income ariſing from property in Great 
Britain belonging to any of his Majeſty's ſubjects, although not re- 
ſident in Great Britain, and upon all income of every per ſon rèſid- 
ing in Great Britain, and of every body politic or corporate, or 
5 ; p po OP company - 
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company, eee or. ſociety of. perſons (whether corporate or 


not corporate) in Great Britain, whether any ſuch income ſhall 
- ariſe from lands, tenements, or hereditaments, whereſoever the ſame 


' ſhall be ſituate, in Great Britain or elſewhere, or from any, kind 
of perſonal property, or other property whatever, o or from any pro- 


feſſlon, office, employment, trade, ar vocation ; that is to ſay, 
One one bundred andtwentieth part of ſuch. income, if the ſame 
ſhall amount unto 60l. per ann, ha ſhall be under 6gl. per 


annum. 
One ninety-fifth part of ſuch 1 income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 


* G51. but ſhall be under ol. 


One ſeventieth-part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 


Fol. but ſhall be under 751.. 


One fixty-fifthy part of ſuch i income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 
751. but ſhall be under Bol. *. 

One ſixtieth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to Bol. 
hut ſhail be under $5l. 

One fifty-fifth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 
$51. but ſhall be under gol. 

One fiftieth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to gol. 
but ſhall be under gg]. 

One forty-fifth part of ſuch income, if the fame ſhall amount to 
951. but ſhall be under 1001. 

One fortieth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 
100l. but ſhall be under 10g]. 

One thirty-eight part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 


| 3o8]. but ſhall Ns under 110), 


One thirty- ſixth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſball amount to 


110l. but ſhall be under 11 


One thirty- fourth part 651 ſuch income, if the ſame ſball amount 
to 415]. but ſhall be under 120l. * 

One thirty-ſecond part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount 
to 120]. but at ſhall be under 1251. 

One thirtieth part of ſuch income, if the ſame mall amount ta 


12 5l. but ſhall be under 1309). 


One twenty-eight part of 1 income, if the fame ſhall amount 
to 130). but ſhall be under 135 

One twenty-fixth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amoynt 
to 1351. but ſhall be under 14ol. 

One twenty · fourth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount 


to 140l. but ſhall be under 1451. 


One twentieth part of PT income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 


Fol. but ſhall be under 1 


One nineteenth part of N income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 


2 I 156]. but Mall be under 160]. 


One. eighteenth part of ſuch income, if the fame: ſhall amount to 
160l. wp Shall be wager 38 5 7 tal 
One. ſeventeenth part of ſu income the ſame amount to 
36s) but nd be anger 170. g 


7 


— 


One 


| 
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One ſixteenth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 


1701. but ſhall be under 1751. 
211 fiſteenth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 

_ 175]: but Mall be ** 80l. , 

85 fourteenth part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 

180l. but ſhall be cater 185], 

One thirteenth part of ſuch income, if the fame. ſhall amount $0 


185]. but ſhall be under 19ol. 


One twelfth 
190l. but ſhall 


art of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount te 
under 1951. 


One eleventh part of ſuch income, if the ſame ſhall amount to 


19 fl. but ſhall be under 200]. 
And one tenth part of ſuch i income, if the ſame ſhall amount to | 


2001; and upwards., 
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An Account of the Total Value of the ImrorTs into, | 
and 'ExporTs from GREAT BRITAIN in the following 


. Years, VIZ. 


a 


— — 


This account wy yet 


be made up ton ater "Arie than to the zoth 


 Oftober. But it appears that the amount of the value of Britiſh and 
foreign merchandize exported from England, in the three firſt quarters, 


Yes | ow of aebi | Mertha mg Br  Fregn | 

= F 
88 , 5 9 jak | . | x 
t pes: 1 = be 2 
1790 | 19,130,886 | 14,921,084 | 5,199,037 | 20,120,121 1 
1791 | 19,669,782 | 16,810,020. | 5,921,976 22,731,996 | 
1792 19,659,358 18,336,851 |" 6,568,348 24,905,200 

1793 | 18,696,593 13,892,268 | 6,497,911 | 20,390,179: 

1794 22,288,894 | 16,125,402 10,023,564 | 4 26,148,966 

1795 | 21,859,256 | 16,527,213 10,785,195 | 21,312,327 

1796 | 22,749,476 | 19,102,220 11,416,693 | 30,518,913 

1797 | 21,013,596 | 17,268,807 11,948,234 ps. 


ending on that * 5 was $8,977,000; 
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COMPARATIVE 
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ComPARATIVE Value of certain principal Articles of Bri- 
tiſh Manufa&ures exported from England in the Three 
Quarters ending the 10th October, 1797, and the 10th 

October, 1798. 2 | | | 


Three Quarters Three Quarters 


| ending ending 
Ock. 10, 1797. | OR. 10, 1798. 
1 WF 


Cottons — — 


1,583,000 | 1,725,000 


Iron, wrought 631,000 | 678,000 


Linens - * 493,000 880,000 


Woollen Goods = - 3,977,000 | 4,978,000 


ToTAL COMPARATIVE Value of Britiſh Manufactures and 
Foreign Merchandize exported from England in the Three 
Quarters as above. FA | 


Three Quarters | Three Quarters 


ending ending 
Oct. 10, 1797. [Oct. 20, 1798. 
4. 3 -# 


Total Britiſh Manufactures 
exported from England 


Total Foreign Merchandize 1 5 
erported from Eaglaad) 8,054,000 | 9,692,000 
£. 20,688,000 | 22,977,009 


12,034,000 | 13,285,000 


* 3 


enn 


( IT ) 


"3 Bo | 4. 
Amount of the permanent Taxes on a Three 
Years' Average to the 5th of Janu- 9,816,000 
ary, 1784, - 


- 


Amount of the ſame, as eſtimated by the 
Committee on a Three Year's Aver- > 13,472,000 
age to the 5th of January, 1791 

Amount for the Year ending the 5th of | 
January, 1793 . = - : N 


Amount of the ſame Taxes, after making all 
Allowances for the intermediate | 
Changes and Arrangements of the > 12,381,000 
Revenue, on a Three Years' Aver- | | 
age to the 5th of January, 1796 


Five Years* War, to the 5th © 


Amount of the ſame, on the Average o 
f 
January, 1798 - - 


13,806,000 


i 


Amount of the ſame, for the Year — | 


5th January, 1798 ag et a 


Amount of the ſame, for the Year ending 


5th January, 1799 * F | A 14,402,009 


* Part of this comparative increaſe undoubtedly ariſes from particular 
branches of the revenue haying been depreſſed in the preceding year by 
circumſtances which have now nearly ceaſed to operate ; ſuch as the duties 
on wine, &c. At the ſame time the actual payment of ſo large an increaſe, 
from whatever cauſe it proceeds, is an unbounded proof of the reſources 
and ſufficiency of the country under all its burdens, 
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bg > -- COM- 


COMPUTATION OF INCOME. 


8 _ EE 
_ — — — y _ — 
* 


n for Part un- 
der 6ol. which will pay | 
Annual Income. {aothing ; and Part under Taxable Income. 
ES . [2001], 2 will pay on 8 

| | Avera ge > 


: £. > +& 
7 a : . % 

aeg Bets, 40,0000 cultivated here efiinated :) 4, gg, gg | 4... 5,000,009 | 20000000 
Tenants Rents at 4 — 5 5533 | 19,000,000 .| 313, 000, 00 | 6,000,000 
Tithes - 9 5,000,000 | 1, 000,000 4, 000, 000 
Mines, Navigation and Timber WR. - 3,000,000 | — '— — | 3,000,000 

 » « Houſes a - - | 6,000,000 | :— 1,000,000 | 5,000,000 

© Rents on Inhabited Houſes, 4, 500, 000. „ | e 

V Profeſſions — ON ECTS - 2,000,000 | — — — ] 2,000,000 
Scotland + of En land AE — 2 = | 5,000,000 | — — — | 5,000, 000 
1 from Potions beyond. ** 5 7Y 8 5,000, 000 — — — 5,000, 000 
ntereſt on Funds, after deducting Sums iſſued to Commi "> | 
ſioners, as ſinking Fund and _ of Capital redeemed een | — 3,000,000 | 12,000,000- 
Profit on Foreign Trade, ſuppoſe 151. per Cent. on ES 
80,000,0001, & ital ed. - 1 - | FFF e 
Ditto, Home Trade, at 151. Per Cent. — — I 18,000, 00 1. "Ii 28,000,000 

88 6 : 4 | 9280 „ — 


£.. 125,000, 000 © © 25,000,000. 102,000,000 - 
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REPORT 
RESPECTING THB BRITISH HERRING FISHERIES, DECEMBER 22, 
Ea 1798. 


THE Committee appointed to enquire into the State of the Britiſh Her- 
ring Fiſheries, and into the moſt effectual means for their improvement and 
extenſion ; and to report the ſame, from time to time, with their opinion 
thereupon, to the Houſe z have made progreſs in the matters to them re- 
ferred, and have come to the following reſolutions: 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That no bounties per 
ton ought to be granted to veſſels employed in the Britiſh Herring Fiſhery, 
except for the time and within the limits ſpecified. _ & . 


That it is the opinion of this Committee, That a bounty of ten ſhillings 
for every ton be allowed for two years, from the 5th of April 1799, to the 
5th of April 1801, to the owner of every buſs or veſſel of not leſs than 
fifteen tons burthen, which has received the tonnage bounty in any of the 
three preceding years, and the crews of which ſhall, in the ſpace of twelve 


months, take or purchaſe from Britiſh fiſhermen off any part of the coaſt 


of Scotland, to the north of Oban, and to the weſt of Dungſtay Head, or 
off 1he coalts of any of the neighbouring iſlands, ſuch a quantity of her- 
rings as ſhall amount, when completely cured, either as white herrings or 
as red, to the proportion of fix barrels of herrings, of thirty-two 2 
each; for every ton of her burthen by admeaſurement. | 


That it'is the opinion of this Committee, That a bounty of five ſhillings 


per ton ſhould be allowed, from the 5th of April 1801, to the 5th of April 
1804, upon the lame terms. | 


That it is the opinion of this Committee, That ſuch buſſes ought to be | 


ſubje& to no regulations with reſpect to the quantity of falt, barrels, or 


netting, the number of men to be carried out, to the period of clearing 


- out, or the time during which they ſhall be employed in the ſaid fiſhery. 


That it is the opinion of this Committee, Thar all herrings intended for 
exportation (except to Ireland) ſhall, if gutted, be completely cured, and 
twice packed in barrels of oak, elm, beech, birch, or alder, containing 
thirty-two gallons each, and full bound. 


That it is the opinion of this Committee, That all herrings intended for 


exportation (except to Ireland) ſhall, if not gutted, be completely cured, 
and twice packed in barrels containing twenty-eight gallons each, of the 
ſame materials, and full bound. | f 


That it is the opinion of this Committee, That all herrings intended for 
home contumption, or for exportation to Ireland, ſhall, if gutted, be com- 
pletely cured, and packed in barrels of thirty-two gallons, of the ſame ma- 
trials, and quarter bound. * Wl 3 5 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, That all herrings intended for 
home conſumption, or for exportation to Ireland, if ungutted, ſhall be com- 
pletely cured, and packed in barrels of twenty-eight gallons, of the ſame 
materiais, and quarter bound. N 8 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the quantity of ſalt for 
which credit ſhall be allowed to the curers on each barrel of herringe, 


* 


* * 
— 
reel 


ought to be fixed, with a reference to the various claſſes diſtinguiſhed in 
the preceding reſolutions, - 1 


That i is the opinion of this Committee, That all barrels in which her- 
rings ſhall be packed, thall be of the ſame thicknels as is now required by law. 
That it is the opinion of this Cummittee, That for every barrel, of 
thirty-two gallons, of gutted herri-gs, packed and cured in the manner 
required for exportation (except to Ireland) be granted a bounty of two 
ſhillings, for ten years, commencing from the 5th of April, 1799, 


That it is the opinion of this Committee, That for every, barrel, of 
twenty-eight gallons, of ungutted 23 packed and cured in the man- 
ner required for exportation (except to Ireland) be granted, during the 
ſame term, a bounty ef one ſhilling and nine pence, 8 

That it is the opmion of this Committee, That for every barrel, of 
thirty-two gallons, of gutted herrings, packed and cured in the manner 
required for home conſumption, or for + ery to Ireland, be granted, 
during the fame term, a bounty of one ſhilling'and fix pence, | 


That it is the opinion of this Committee, That for every barrel, of 
twenty-eight gallons, of ungutted herrings, packed and cured in the man- 
ner required for home conſumption, or for exportation to Ireland, be grant- 
ed, during the ſame term, a bounty of one ſhilling and three pence. | 


That it is the opinion of this Committee, That no bounty be payable 
upon any herrings, until they ſhall have been inſpected and approved by 
the proper officer. | | | | 
That it is the opinion of this Committee, That no nets ſhall be uſed for 
the purpoſe of catching herrings, of which the meſhes ſhall meafure leſs 
than one inch from knot to knot, | 


IRISH UNION. 
RESOLUTIONS MOVED BY THE CHANCELLOR or THE EXCHEQUER, 


Iy THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ON THURSDAY, JAN, 31, 1799. 
/ , : e 


T. That in order to promote and ſecure the eſſential intereſts of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and to conſolidate the ſtrength, power, and reſources 
of the Britiſh Empire, it will be adviſeable to concur in ſuch meaſures as 
may beft tend to unite the two Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland into 
one Kingdom, in ſuch manner, and on ſuch terms and conditions as may 
be bftabliſhed by acts of the reſpeRive Parliaments of his Majeſty's ſaid 

II. That it appears to this Committee that it would be fit to propoſe, 
as the firſt article, to ſerve as a baſis of the ſaid Union, that the Kingdoms 
of Great Britain and Ireland ſhall, upon a day to be agreed upon, be united 
into one Kingdom, by the name of The United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland.“ | | 278 | 
III. That for the ſame purpoſe it appears alſo to this Committee that 

it would be fit to propofe, That the ſucteffion to the Monarchy and the 

e of the ſaid United Kingdom ſhall continue limited and 


n 
ſettled in the fame manner as the Imperial Crown of the ſaid Kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland now ſtand limited and ſettled according to the 
exiſting laws, and to the terms of the Union'between England and Scotland, 


IV. That for the ſame purpoſe it appears alſo to this Committee that it 
would be fit to propoſe, That the ſaid United Kingdom be repreſented by 
one and the fame Parliament, to be Ryled © The Parliament of tho United 
. 17 of Great Britain and Ireland 3”*. and that ſuch a number of 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and ſuch a number of Members in tha 
Houſe of Commons, as ſhall be hereafter agreed upon by acts of the reſpec-' 
tive Parliaments as aforeſaid, ſhall fit and vote in the ſaid Parliament on 
the part of Ireland, and ſhall be ſummoned, choſen, and returned in ſuch 
manner as ſhall be fixed by an act of Parliament of Ireland previous to the 
ſaid Union; and that every member hereafter to fit and vote in the ſaid 
Parliament of the United Kingdom ſhall, until the ſaid Parliament ſhall 
otherwiſe provide, take and ſubſcribe the ſame oath, and make the ſame 
© declarations as are by law required to be taken, ſubſcribed, and made by 

the members of the Parliaments of Great Britain and Ireland. 


V. That for the ſame purpoſe it appears alſo to this Committee that it 
would he fit to onus, That the Churches of England and Ireland, and 


the doQrine, worthip, diſcipline, and government thereof ſhall be pre- 
ſerved as now by law eſtabliſhed, 


VI. That for the ſame purpoſe, it appears alſa to this Committee that 
it would be fit to propoſe, That his Majeſty's ſubjects in Ireland, ſhall at 
all times hereafter be entitled to the ſame privileges, and be on the ſame 
r footing in reſpect to trade and navigation in all ports and places belon ing 
to Great Britain, and in all cafes with reſpe& to which treaties ſhall be 
made by his : his heirs or ſucceſſors, with any foreign power, as 
his Majeſty's ſubjects in Great Britain. That no duty ſhall be impoſed on 
the import or export between Great Britain and Ireland of any articles now 
duty free, and that on other articles there ſhall be eſtabliſhed, for a time to 
be limited, ſuch a moderate rate of equal duties, as ſhall previous to the 
Union be agreed upon, and approved by the reſpective Pailiaments ; ſubje& 
after the expiration of ſuch limited time, to be diminiſhed equally with re- 
ſpe& to both Kingdoms; but in no cale to be increaſed. That all articles 
which may at any time hereafter be imported into Great Britain from foreign 
parts, ſhall be importable through either Kingdom into the other, ſubje& to 
the like duties and regulations as if the fame were imported directly from 
foreign parts. That where any articles, the growth, produce, or manu- 
facture are ſubje& to any internal duty in one kingdom, ſuch countervail- 
ing duties (over and above any duties on import to be fixed as afgreſaid) 


ſhall be impoſed as ſhall be neceſſary to prevent any inequality in that re- 


ſpect. And that all other matters of Trade and Commerce other than the 
oregoing, and than ſuch others as may before the Union be ſpecially agreed 
upon for the due encouragement of the Agriculture and Manufactures of 


the reſpective Kingdoms, ſhall remain to be regulated from time to time 
by the United Parliaments. 


VII. That for the like purpoſe it would be fit to propofe, That the 
charge ariſing from the * ment of the intereſt, or ſinking fund, for the re- 
duction of the principal of the debt incurred in either kingdom before the 
Union, ſhall continue to be ſeparately defrayed by Great Britain and Ire- 
land reſpectively; that for a number of years to be limited, the future or- 
dinary expences of the United Kingdom in Peace or War, ſhall be defray. 
ed by Great Britain and Ireland, jointly, according to ſuch proportions as 
tall be eſtabliſhed by the reſpeRive Parliaments previous to the Cn; 
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and that after the expiration of the time to be limited, the proportion ſhall 


not be liable to be varied, except according. to ſuch rules and principles 


as ſhall be in like manner upoy previous tothe Union, | 
VIII. That for the like purpoſe, it would be fit to propoſe, That all la 
in force at the time of the Union, and all the Courts of Civil, or Ecclebaſ.. 


= 


tical Jurisdict ion, within the reſpeRiye Kingdoms, ſhall remain as now 


by law eſtabliſhed within the ſame, ſubje& only to-ſuch alterations. or re- 
gulations from time to time, as circumſtances may appear to the Parlia- 


ment of the United Kingdom to. require. 
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